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NEW GUIDE PREPARES JUVENILE OFFENDERS FOR REENTRY
WASHINGTON – The Office of Justice Programs’ Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention today released Reentry Starts Here: A Guide for Youth in Long-Term
Juvenile Corrections and Treatment Programs, a toolkit to help youth prepare for return to their
communities after confinement.
The publication covers steps youth can take to plan for reentry while they are in
confinement, and steps they can take to overcome common barriers to reentry once back in their
community, including how to request a school transfer, apply for housing, gain employment, and
seek support services.
“This is a way to empower youth to advocate for themselves while also preparing for
their lives post-release,” said OJJDP Administrator Caren Harp. “This guide helps them visualize
their own success, to think through what steps they need to take to get their lives back on track
and become productive members of their communities.”
The guide was specifically designed to be practical, and easily understood by detained
youth, their families, and those assisting youth transition back into society, such as probation
officers, counselors, and mentors. In short, the guide is meant to set incarcerated youth up for
success before they are released, while also reducing the chances they will reoffend.
The guide is available at https://www.ojjdp.gov/pubs/251193.pdf
The Office of Justice Programs, headed by Acting Assistant Attorney General Laura L.
Rogers, provides federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent and control
crime, administer justice and assist victims. OJP has six bureaus and offices: the Bureau of
Justice Assistance; the Bureau of Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; the Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; the Office for Victims of Crime; and the Office of
Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking (SMART).
More information about OJP and its components can be found at www.ojp.gov.
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