
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

  
  

 
  

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

  

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
 
Program Name: Body Worn Camera (BWC) Partnership Program 

Program Description 
Purpose: To strengthen accountability and transparency in law 
enforcement through the effective deployment and use of body-worn 
camera (BWC) systems.   

Recent research suggests that body-worn cameras could be a useful 
tool for building and maintaining trust between law enforcement and 
the communities they serve.  

This program provides matching grants to support: 
1. Purchase and deployment of BWC systems; 
2. Infrastructure needed to support BWC systems; and  
3. Training and technical assistance in developing policies for their 
use. 

Authorizing Legislation: Created through Department of Justice 
appropriations acts 

Administering Agency: Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) 

DOJ Strategic Objective 3.1: Promote and strengthen relationships and strategies for the administration of justice 
with law enforcement agencies, organizations, prosecutors, and defenders through innovative leadership and 
programs 

Who Can Apply for Funding and How Funds are Distributed: 

FY 2017 Request 

Total Funding:   $30.0M 
Vs. FY 2016 Enacted:  +$7.5M 

FY 2015 Body Worn Camera Awards 

($ in millions) 
$2.0 

$4.8 

$3.0 

$2.0 $7.2

Awards to Large Agencies 

Awards to Mid-Size Agencies 

Awards to Small Agencies 

Awards to Agencies with Existing BWC Programs 

Training and Technical Assistance 

Activity 
Who Can Apply for 

Funding 
Award Type 

Length of 
Award Amounts (Up to) 

Large Agencies $1.2 M 

Matching Grants 
Units of local government 
and federally recognized 

Cooperative 
24 months 

Mid-Sized Agencies $600k  
Small Agencies $250k 

Indian tribes 
agreements 

Agencies with Existing 
BWC Programs 

$250k  

Training/Technical 
Assistance 

National and regional 
public and private entities 

Cooperative 
agreements 

24 months $2.0 M 

Program Goals: 
BJA is committed to helping law enforcement agencies identify 
the safest and most effective methods for deploying this 
technology and addressing factors such as privacy, archiving and 
legal regulations surrounding its use. BJA stands by to guide 
agencies through what can be a complex process toward more 
successful adoption of the technology. 

Accomplishments:  
In May 2015, BJA launched the National Body Worn Camera 
Toolkit, an online clearinghouse of resources designed to help 
law enforcement professionals and the communities they serve 
plan and implement body worn camera programs. The toolkit 
consolidates and translates research, promising practices, 

BWC Partnership Program 
Five Year Budget Authority 

($ in millions) 
$35.0 $30.0 
$30.0 **$22.5 
$25.0 

* $19.0 $20.0 
$15.0 
$10.0 
$5.0 $0.0 $0.0 
$0.0 

FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 
(Est) 

*In FY 2015, the program was funded through a portion of 
the Justice Assistance Grants (JAG) appropriation available 
for the development and acquisition of new technologies. 

** In FY 2016, the program was funded as a carveout of the 
Community Trust Initiative. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 

 

 

templates and tools that have been developed by subject matter experts. 

The National Body Worn Camera Toolkit focuses on procurement; policies; training; implementation; and 
retention. It includes the perspectives of prosecutors, defenders, advocates and community members. 

FY 2017 Proposed Policy Changes to the Program: N/A 

FY 2017 Proposed Funding Changes to the Program: With the increase, OJP estimates that this program will 
make approximately 90 awards intended to benefit more than 21,000 officers in FY 2017. OJP also anticipates 
supplementing funding for training and technical assistance (TTA) to help all jurisdictions with BWC policy and 
implementation efforts (even if they do not receive matching grant funding). The TTA program employs a network 
of subject matter experts who are available to assist in developing problem-solving strategies and adopting BWC 
technology, maintain the BJA Body-Worn Camera Toolkit, and track the outcomes of the awarded grants.  

Application and Award History 

($ in millions) FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 

Amount Appropriated N/A N/A $19.0* [$22.5]*** 
$30.0 

Requested 
Total Funding Awarded 0 0 $21.3** TBD TBD 
Number of Applications 0 0 318 TBD TBD 
Number of Awards 0 0 74 TBD TBD 

  *The FY 2015 Body-Worn Cameras Pilot Implementation Program was funded through a portion of the Justice Assistance Grants (JAG)  
  appropriation available for the development and acquisition of new technologies.  

  ** Total amount includes never obligated balances released to BJA for additional funding activities. 

  *** In FY 2016, this program was funded as a carve-out of the Community Trust Initiative. 

For additional information, please visit: BJA Body Worn Camera Fact Sheet or the 
National Body Worn Camera Toolkit website. 


