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SOME FACTS ABOUT CHILDREN AND VIOLENCE
Every year, millions of children ars exposed Ww 3erious violence. Nearly 1 million
children are viclima of abuse or neglect. Most sufTer neglect, but

g50.000 of the victims are physically abussd and
130,000 are sexnally abused,

Ap many as 10 mllllagn ¢hlldren witness vigience In their homes or in their
communities. Domestle violencs and chlld abuge often @ hand-in-hand. Studies have
found that between 30 percent and 60 percent of men who batter their fomale part-
ners also abuse their children.

THE EFFECTE OF VIOLENCE CAN BE DEVASTATING
Short-termn consequences of child victimizaticn melade

» Fears, » Sexualized bLehaviors.
» Post-traumatic stress digorder » Poor aelf-esteem.
» BEehavior problems. » Depression.

Childhood sexusl abuse, in particalar, has been inksd o serious preblems extending
into adulthood, These problems include

» Gullt, shame, and sel{-blame, b Sell-injurious behator
 Anxiety and depression. * Substanse abuse,

» Prost-traumatic stress. + Physical symptoms.

w [solabion and fear of inbimary, » Eating disorders.

» Hevictivnizalion, » Certain psychiatrie discrders,
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Ewven i they are not victims, children whao
witness viglenioe o their homes or in Sheis
eormmunities exhibit many of the same short-
and lorg-term congequences.

MNew research indicates thal sxperiencing
vigleree can actually alter brain function in
ways that alfect the chilé's ability Lo learn and
to inkeract with others.

THE LINK BETWEEN
EXPOBURE TO VIOLENCE AND
COMMITTING VIOLENCE

Being abused or neglacted as & ¢hild incmesses
the likelihood of arrest as a juvanile by 53
percent and the lkellhood of arrest for a vio-
lent crime as an aduls by 38 percent, There
are glmilar trends for children who witness
domsestic viclence.

This does nat mean that every anild who is
exposed 0 violenee will grow up o hecoms a
violent offender; it means that the risk is
greater. This means that child victims and wit-
nasses may nesed targeted, effestive interyer-
tlon to reduce this riak,

Discussion questions:

« Why is it 30 important t intervene guick-
1y when chlldren are identified at crime
scenes’?

= Dwies your department have s protocal for
identifying children as witnesses in inci-
dents of domestic violense? Do officers
include them on the witness Llist? Do they
interview or take statamenta from chlld
witknesses?

« Ig there & polley for referring chlldren
for services when children witness domes-
tic viclanes?

* What resources are aveilable In your
communliy to provide crisis intervention
and coungeling to child victims and
witnesses?

COLLABORATING WITH COM-
MUNITY SERVICE PROVIDERS

Early and effective intervention can ameliorate

the negative lmpact of children’s exposure Lo

violence and perhaps prevent future incidents.
Teamwork is an easential comoonernt of an

effective respanse o ¢hild victims or wWitnesses.

The mesponee bearmn snould include

» Law gnforeement officers.

# Mental health profassicnals.

b Boolal workers.

Bchool personnel.

Health care proridera.

» Onher comrrunity dervice agencles.
# Victim/witness advocates,
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By sharing information and identifying
appropTiake resources, these agencias can
gngure that childven’s needs ame met. Many
commImunities haswe found ways for agenciss to
share information that might otherwise be con-
fidential when children are erime vietlms or
witnessas.

Discussion questions:

+ Which ageneles in your communlly have a
role o play in cases inwolving child viciims
or witnessag?

= Are theres any barmers to coordinating
across agencies? How might these barriers
be overcome?

STRENGTHENING YOUR
FRONT LINE

Children are rot small adults. Bub even very
young childrmen can provide accurate informa-
tion if they are interviewsd with sensitivity
and skill.

Research and experience have taught us
much abouh Low best to interview children.
Heme are soine tipa:

B T e s T



Innovabkive Practices for Law Enforcement
|

= Introdaece yoursell and explain whyr you
are asking questiong. Children gy think
they are suspects, Even tesns may not
gntirely understand the roles people

play in the crimine) justice $ystem.

Discupsion questions:

» Are patrol officers in your agenos expect-
el to interview childmen zt crime scenes?
Have they been tralned in besic intervigwing

skills?
» [Tze the child's language for body parts.

but make surg you understand whal their
words mearn Lo tham.

¢ Is there anyonsg ln your agancy with par-
Hoular sxperiss in intarviewlng children? Is
there anyone in the commmunity wikh this

i :1b] mive but professional.
b B suppo ut profess expertise?

r ASK simple queskicns, ong ab a time.
Allow chlldren to say, *I don't know™ or
“1 dom't understand.”

¢ Is there 4 child sdvocacy centsr or other
multidigeiplinary team for child victims in
your comrnunity? If not, would your agency
# Begin with general, open-ended ques- be interested in developlng such a program?
tions, &and progress Lo mors specific ques- What other agencles might e involved?
tions., Be aware, however that very young
children are ot develsTmentally able to
provide much detail in response to open-
ended questions,

& For in-depth inteprviews or formal suata- practices faatured in this videctape, plagss

ments, consider 1sing an experienced conlaet:

forengle child interview specialist or a

trained nvestigator » Westminaier Police Deparonent SHIELD Program
SEHY Westtninstar Blwd.

Bevera. organizations train law enfpres- Wesiminster. CA 92883

V14-8858-3315 (w305
halfmache.] ne:
& Prince Whliam Counky Criminal Justice Academy
13100 Pablic Salety Drive
Hokaguilie, WA 2O1AL
FOS-T7OE 4525

ment afficers and others in the skills for inker-
vigwnng thild viotims and witnesses. 3ome
sources of training inclhxde the fellowing:

b Arneriean Professional Eooiety orn the Abuase aof
Chlidren {ATSACK 312-654-01668

¥ Katignal Centar for Prosecution of Child Abasa: * Sandra Bylvesier

i ] Agslstart Corirnnwaallh Attarney
» Natlonal Center for Misslng & Fxploiled Chidren: Fringe Wilam Counly. Vi
A77-446.2858 xG200 POS- 7936050
S5 IVES e mENWoETAL GTE
Many cornmunitles have child advocacy ¢ NetHonal Copter for Children Exposed, to Tislenco
penkers where specialista from law enforce- Child Devalupinant-Commwanity Palicing Program

Yale CLid Study Center
ASD Soath Fronsaga Headl
Ed. B S07H4O0

rment, child protection, and other agencies oon-
dugs forensia intervliews of children whe are

victims of sexual or sericus physical abuse, or Few Haven CT DE550-7900
chlldran wha witness pariicularly sericus vio- A0E-7H5-T4T
lence. For more informasion. or w locals a ADO-ADN-CCRY

ehlld advocary center rear you, conkact the
Naticnal Chidrers Alliance at 800-g32-09850.
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