


rugs and Society

WORDS TD KNOW

substance abuse restitution
victim Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS)
addict crack babies

crack cocaine

OBJECTIVES

As a result of this lesson you should be able to:

» identify victims of drug offenses

. examine various avenues making drug offenders more accountable

° discuss the societal damages and consequences of drug activities
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Much of today’s violence is directly or indirectly related to drug trafficking and substance abuse.
Obviously, drugs are directly involved in drug trafficking crimes, and related homicides and violence.
However, it is not just homicide that involves drugs as an integral precursor. Other crimes of

violence, and serious property crimes, are related to drugs and addictions.

[icit drug use and related problems are taking a tremendous toll on our society. The National Drug
Control Strategy cites one resource as estimating the “cost of drug use 1o the nation’s taxpayers is

nearly $67 billion. Not the least of the problems associated with drug use is criminal victimization.

This victimization unfortunately strikes the most helpless of human beings- unborn children. The
number of drug-exposed children born each year ranges from 375,000 to 739,000 newborns in the
United States. Of these, nearly five percent have been exposed to cocaine, from which crack is

derived. Seventeen percent of the newborns have been exposed to marijuana and seventy-three

percent to alcohol, (Sauter, 1992,

MADD ¢ ove £ T,

¥ 2, page 2

1™




Crack 1s a nearly pure form of cocaine. It is made by converting cocaine from powder to its more
potent basic form with heat, water and a cutting agent. The cocaine hardens into a lump, or rock,
with the texture of porcelain. Crack that is smoked delivers a burst of cocaine to the brain in less

than 15 seconds, Tar faster than cocaine that is snorted.
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Bobby strolled down the street on his way to check on his “business.” Not that he had to walk, he just bought himself
anew “ride’” As he walked by a group of kids he saw his 8 year old nephew. Bobby called him over and gave him

a new $20 bill, just because he could. His nephew really looked up to Bobby and wanted 10 be just like him.

Bobby was glad to be out of the house and away from his old man. He was always preaching at himto go

to school, He wondered how someone who made less money than he did had the right to tell him anything.

Bobby approached the back door of an apartment. He knocked three times, paused and knocked once more.

A voung girl about 12 opened the door a few inches, recognized Bobby, and let him in.

The room was dim, but Bobby could see several people sitting along the wall passing a pipe. A small child whim-

pered beside a young girl who had taken her turn on the pipe. Laying in the corner were two VUR's and a fur coat.

Bobby felt a pull on his sleeve as he walked across the room. He looked around and a girl he knew from

school rubbed up against him. She looked about six or seven months pregnant. If she thought Bobby was

going to waste his time with some “geeker hoe.” she was mistaken,
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With the money Bobby was making, he could have any girl he wanted. He gave her a shove and she

slumped to the floor, crying softly.

Bobby made arrangements with his boys 1o have some more “rocks” delivered and the money picked up.

He left and continued his stroll dows the street,

Jot down your responses to the following questions. Be prepared to discuss your answers,

f. Who are the victims ip this scenario?
2. How were they victimized?
3. What kind of role model is Bobby providing for his nephew, the young givls in the apartment,

and the kids on the street with his nephew?

4. How does Bobby feel about his father? Does he respect him? Explain yvour answer,
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A, If the pregnant girl’s baby is born addicted, does Bobby have any responsibility for that baby’s
addiction? Explain your response,

6. Is Bobby a criminal? Why?

7. Is Bobby victimizing himself? Explain,

8. What does Bobby know about respect for other people or for himself?

{Adapted from Victim Awareness A Comprehensive and Integramd Program; From the Ohio Departruent of Youth Services)
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Read the article, “Lav’?n& on the E‘f»f;iﬁ;fi Answer the questions at the end of the article.
foving on the Edge
by
Amena Oliver
We were two months into the sixth year of our relationship, vet we were as stlent as strangers as we rode 1o
the beach. Troy (not his real name) and 1 loved the beach on cool summer evenings when we wanted 10 be

romantic. A previous summer evening we had made love on the beach. Things had been good between us

then, but they were different now. We had come to the beach again to work out those differences.

“Let’s goup there” 1 said, pointing 1o an abandoncd lifeguard chair, Troy led the way. Sitting up there with
a broad view of the ocean was good for us. We needed o feel on wp of the world rather than consumed by

it. The time had come for us to pay our dues and to reap what we had enjoyed sowing,

There was so much Fwanted o say to him that evening. But ] couldn™ find the words 1o say any of i, 7 was
tired of hurting. | was tired of his cheating on me with other womes and putting “his business” before our
relationship. That evening | wanted to hear him make me promises, even ones [ knew he wouldn™t keep, but

instead 1 settled for a warm caress, & gentie Kiss and the words 1 love you.”
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Troy was adrug dealer. And I was his six-months-pregnant girlfriend, We had been together for more than
five yeurs, but this year was by far the worst. Everything was falling apart, and we scemed powerless to put

anything back together,

“Everything’s gonna be all right, Boo,” he told me that evening, calling me by the nickname he had given

me. But nothing would ever be “all right” between us again.

I was a sassy 16-year-old when 1 met Trov. He was 18, the eldest child in his family and his mother’s
favorite. Although he knew and communicated with his father, he made it clear on many occasions that he

strongly disliked his namesake. “My father is a frremm bum,” he once told me.

P was a college-bound high-school junior, and Trov was a high-school dropout. | attended a private New
York Cuty high school, and Troy attended to the business of New York City’s streets, He was a hustler inside
and out. “I's all I know.” he once told me, “and I am good at #1771t was true. It was all be knew, and
something | knew little about. And that, at my tender age of 16, intrigued me. His street wisdom made bim
appear more mature than the boys | went to school with. He knew how to be charming and attentive. He

listened more than he spoke. Dates with him meant expensive restaurants, horseback riding and cruising in

convertible Jeeps, as opposed to a movie and three or four hamburgers at White Castle.

MADD £ ove £ T




Although I was certain Troy made his money hustiing. [ asked him once what he did for a living. "D self-
employed,” he told me with a sly grin, then slowly licked his wongue over his gold tooth and sucked his teeth
hard, which told me that would be the end of the conversation. But he didn’t bave 10 say anymore. | knew

what being voung, Black, male and “selb-employved” meant in my community. He was a drug dealer, and

knowing it didn’t bother me a bit

Drug dealers had become the new craze m my Jamaica, New York, community. Brothers had always
hustled, but not until the carly eighties, the same tme crack came on the scene, were brothers making the
kind of money that young Black men like Troy were making. Brothers as voung as 16—and probably some
younger——were purchasing expensive cars and costly jewelry. Some 1 knew of had even provided their

parents with money to buy homes.

Dealing drugs had become as epldemic as the use of drugs. And the way my friends and 1 saw it, it was
better to be with brothers who made their money off drugs than o be with brothers who spend all their
money using drugs. Having a man with money became the in thing. It didn’t matter how he got his—only
that he bad it. There were few, if any, voung men inmy community making the kind of money legally that
drug dealers made llegally. 1f brothers with legitimate jobs were making the kind of money hustlers were

making and had been in sbundance, sisters probably would have dated theme—at least I would have.
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Money meant enjoying the good life while vou were still young and fly. It meant having it all today and not
putting it off for a future that may or may not happen. Having money or being with 2 boyfriend who had
money meant getting respect fror White car salesmen eager to make a profit on 2 $30,000 automohile. it
meant, for a sister, going to your man for what vou knew your parents could not afford to buy you. Having

a man with money meant having 2 man with power, no matter how little power 1t may have really been,

Troy was new (o the drug-dealing business when we met. He had always bustled something—watches, fake
jewelry--but he was a new jack in the drug culture. He caught on guickly, though, and his business boomed.
After our first year together, he bought his first brand-new car, a Jeep Laredo. The next year he purchased
a spanking-new Acura Legend. Within the three vears that followed, be also purchased a brand-new con-

vertible Saab and a Chevy Blazer

His was a story of a young brother’s virtual rise from rags to riches. He gained not only the respect of young
hustlers-to-be but also the respect and admiration of some of the old men in cur compmunity—old men, that
is, who bung on street corners, drinking out of paper bags, reminiscing about their days as young hustlers.
When he drove past these community elders, they gave him the thumbs up. They greeted him, "What's up,
Chief?” or “Looking good, Money! In our minds their gestures of approval helped to justify the means

{drug dealing) that had resulted i the material ends.
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Although I knew how Troy earned his money and he knew | knew, we almost never talked about it. He
aover opee let me see him with his hands in anvthing. He would go out of his way 10 take me home if he was
heeped and needed to attend 1o his business promptiv. On many oecasions § had even protested, insisting
that it wouldn’t bother ow, but not once did he involve me in any drug business. And in my heart | loved

him for that. It made me believe that he really cared about my wellare,

L asked Troy once if what be did bothered him. He told me that it would if he allowed it to, but he didn’t. He
said he had learned to keep his feelings out of his business. e went on to share with me an experience that

helped hum anderstand why he had 1o suppress his feelings about selling drugs.

As a child he’d had a crush on a beautiful woman who lived in his apartment building. He fantasized about
marrying her when be got older. “She was all that)” he told me. But since he'd been hustling he saw the
woman again. She had approached him. offering him a “blow job” for crack. "It i my head up,” he
continued. “She looked whipped, she was stinkin’ and she was jittery-—a crack monster through and through,
I still felt for her, though, and I refused to give her anvthing. Do you know she started cursing me out like
a dog behind that?

S0 ever since then, [ her and anybody else on that s—. | gots 1o concentrate on getting mine.”” We never
talked about what he felt about what he did again. It was obvious to me that even though he said it didn's,

it really did bother hime-«just not enough to make him stop.

Troy was killed in a drug deal without having ever seen his son. (Essence Magazing, May 1994)
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i P you think Troy koew his lifestyle was dangerous and hurting his givifriend?

2 Why do you think it was so important to Troy to flash around his money and cars?

Fetal Alcohol Sundrome (FAS)

Among the most tragic victims of alcohol and substance abuse are the children born with disabilities that
accompany Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS). Fetal Alcohol Syndrome alone is the leading cause of mental

retardation and other disabilities in children (Hanson, 1995). And it is preventable.

Studies have shown (Randall & Riley, 1995), that alcohol use, even at levels of less than one drink per day, can
alfect growth and development of the unborn child (Day, 1995 In 1989, warning labels issued by the U8,
Surgeon General began appearing on aleoholic beverage containers, and they include the phrase " women
should not drink alcoholic beverages during pregnancy becaunse of the risk of birth defeats” Numerous

states have statutes concerning the issue of drinking during pregnancy.
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According to Lewis, (19943, a child affected by FAS will exhibit: prenatal and postnatal growth retarda-
tion: central nervous system dysfunction that most often wirps up as mental retardation, difficulties in bal-

ance, and poor coordination; and facial abnormalities,

Elementary school aged children with FAS often are hyperactive, distracted easily, impulsive, and prone 1o
memory difficuliies. They may be affectionate and interested in those around them but Jack social skills for

making friends or avoiding strangers. They are conerele thinkers, exhibiting trouble with abstract concepts.

Asx adolescents, they have [united reasoning and fudgment abilities and may actimpulsively. Thelr inability

to think abstractly haunts them into adulthood, when they may not be able to bve independentiy.
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3. Would Lisa behave differently if she knew one of the men had AIDS or a sexually transmitted

disease? IExplain,

4. What kind of life is Lisa providing for herself and her baby? What kind of future can they
expect?

5, How would vou feel if this was vour girlfriend, wife, mother, or sister?

6. Is it the crack dealer’s responsibility not to sell? Is he a victimizer? Whe are the other

vietimizers?

{ Adapted from Yictim Awareness: A Comprehensive and Ioteeraied Program, From the Ohio Department of Youth Services)
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Babies born addicted o cvack

* Each year in the United States, some 100,000 babies are born who have been exposed o crack

cocaine in the mother™s womb (Office of the Inspector General, 19933,

» Inner-city teens facing unwanted pregnancies have been using cocaine to prompt a spontaneous

abortion.

Classic symptoms of drug-damaged children: (Gregorchik, 19923

» attention deficit disorder (difficulty concentrating and is easily distracted)
. hyperactivity (unable 1o sit still, be quiet, or to control movements)

¥ poor coordination (clumsy, unable to control crayons or scissors)

* low tolerance levels (casily frustrated by tasks and gives up quickly)

# unpredictability (moad swings, temper tangrums)

@ poor memory {(trouble following three-step directions)
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Richard and Rose are 28 years old andd have been married for nearly ten years, They have two small children,

Shane 8, Tom 6, and one on the way. Richard was fired from a good paving job when he was caught using crack.

Since then, he lost his car and the health insurance coverage provided by his former employer. Richard
thought he could help his fanuly by selling drugs. He know if was a risky thing to do, but the money was
zood and coming in fast. Unforunately, with all the problems at home, he started to use the drugs he was
scHing. The more he was selling, the more he was using, Within a few months he had forgotten his family
needs, and focused on his own. There was Hitle food or supplies in the house. Rose became i during her
pregnaney and started to use some of Richard’s drug to ease her pain, The children were not eating or being
cared for properly. They were seen going through the frash cans for food and clothing. The other day they
were cavght stealing food from the school Kitchen, When the school Social Worker arnved with the two

boys, she found their mother lying on the floor next o the baby she just delivered. The baby didn’t look

good and the mother was ligh on drugs. Their father was no where to be found.

Jot down your responses to the following guestions. Be prepared to discuss vour answers,

1. Who are the vietims and bow were they victimized?
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What do you think will happen to Shape and Tom?

What do you think will happen to the newborn baby? What effects might the mother’s drug

use have on the baby?

What other ways could Richard have found to help his family?

What could you bhave done if vou knew of their problems?

How would you feel if Richard or Rose was your brother or sister? Would you turn them in

it you knew about the drugs? Explain your answer.
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7. Is it alright to sell drogs if vour family is in need? Explain,

REMEMBER: THE ONLY REAL FAILURE IS NOT TRYING.

{Adapted from Yicthm Awareness: A Comprehensive and Integrated Program, From the Ohio Department of Youth Services)

SURGE- OF COCAINE BABIES HAS OVERWHELMING FPRICEY

by

William Cooper

Every 90 seconds somewhere in the United States, a child is bom whose mother has abused cocaine, federal

experts say.

State and federal experts also say that the thousands of dollars spent caring for those infants at birth is a tiny

share of long-term treatment costs as cocaine-damaged children grow older.

Yet if their mental and physical disorders go untreated, the nation’s cocaine bables may become a crippled

generation of physically damaged, emotionally unstable, welfare-dependent adults, the experts say:
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The cost will be astronomical.

® Florida taxpayers will pay at least $1,000 for each cocaine-addicted infant’s first vear of care,

researchers say.

. it will cost $45.000 per child 1o provide the social services that will prepare cocaine babies for

kindergarten, federal officials said at a congressional hearing in July on women, drugs and infants.

s Cocaine-damaged children will run up a bill of $720,000 apicee in special education programs

from Kindergarten through 12th grade, experts say.

* Of the 375,000 drug addicted infants born this vear, 11 percent will suffer chronic mental and

physical disorders causing a lifetime earnings reduction of at least 510 billion, federal officials say.

“At this point, we're sort of trying to predict what's going to happen,” said Ellen Hutchins, a public health
analyst with the federal Office of Maternal and Child Health. “There 15 a big need for more research money.

If money would be available, 1t would be weal to track these kids into the school system.”
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Meanwhile, the number of cocaine-damaged children being born is growing at epidemic rates,

3,

“We're looking at a virtual explosion that no one is prepared for,” said Diane Kornse, director of Child Find,

a program that finds treatment for the physically and mentally handicapped in Palm Beach County.

“This is a tragedy beyond belief”

Meet Anthony, He's from West Palm Beach,

Anthony - not his real name -~ was born in St Mary's Hospital, where most Palm Beach County’s drug-

addicted infants are delivered. He weighed 4 pounds.

His mother, a prostitute and crack-addict, didn’t receive prenatal care unti] the seventh month of her preg-

naney.

At birth, Anthony didn't ery. Because of his low birth weight, he spent the first four weeks of hife in an

incubator.

When he tumed 6 weeks old, nurses couldn’™t stop him from orving.
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Anthony also was abnormally sensitive to touch. His coordination was poor, and he had problems swallow-

g and sucking. Anthony was withdrawing from cocaine,

Dactors gave Anthony a lubel: a baby failing to thrive,

Four vears and five months later, Anthony’s diagnosis hasn't changed much.

“He i talk to you, but you will have no idea what he is saying” says his counselor. “He’s learning nothing.”

Anthony shares symptoms with thousands of cocaine babies entering day-care centers, preschools and

kindergartens across the counury; hyperactivity, short attention span, an inability to learn and poor coordi-

nation,

Taxpayers will spend $6,000 a year - double the amount for other special education students - 1o put An-

thony through preschool, Korse said. Classes to correct speech and coordination problems will cost an-

other 55,200 annually.

“All of his life he's going to be in special education,” Kornse said. “When he grows up, he's going to fall

into that range of the unemplovable.”
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Researchers are irying to find out more about the long-term needs of these children. Recent studies give

some hints.

As the cocaine babies grow older, their head size remains smaller than their peers’, an indication they'll

have long-term developmental disabilities. They also face speech and respiratory problems,

In the cases of one study, physical symptoms such as trembling and vision problems disappear as the child
matures. However, mothers’ cocaine abuse causes longer-term damage in the “higher leaming centers of

the brain,” a doctor saud,

As a result, the children have difficulty making the connection between the simple task of stacking blocks

and the desirable result, an orgamized structure. In many cases, the children just move onto something else.

The best permanent solution to the problem of cocaine-damaged children is to stop abuse by pregnant
mothers, one state legislator said. The state must spend more on drog prevention and treatiment programs as

well as on health care for poor mothers.

Crregory Coler, Florida’s secretary of Health and Rehabilinative Services, agrees.

Yo don’t have to have cocaine-addicted habies,” Coler said, “This is . . . avoidable,

*Reprinted with pormission by the Cox News Services, Atlanta, Georgla srticle written by Willilam Cooper, that ape
peared i the Palm Beach Post November 1, 1989,
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Jot down your response to the following question. Be prepared to discuss vour answer,

What would yvou do or say if you knew someone who was doing crack while she was pregnant?

Z?w%:mmfafwf Cyimes: Who ave the Vietime?
it is often believed that drug-related crimes are “victimless,” That belief is incorrect. All erime renders a
vietim, Families, communities and society as a whole are victimized by drug waflfickers and substance

abusers,

intra-family Crime and Victimization

o Substance abuse is often associated with partner abuse
s Parents who abuse controlled substances are more likely to neglect their children and be unable 1o

provide for basie care.

. Substance abuse increases the likelihood of physical and sexual abuse in family situanions,
° In absent-parent families resulting from one parent with addictions, children are the ultimate vie

tims, lacking important role models, support and guidance, especially in thelr formative vears.

Community and Socletal Vicimization
The cost to neighbors and society that are divectly atiributable o substance abuse are significant in terms of

their financial and environmental impacts:
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* Overall costs to society include: expenses related to both emergency and long-term medical
services tor persons addicted 1o controlied substances: physical and financial losses resulting from
drug-related erimes, such as driving under the influence, with the ultimate loss being murder; and
lost productivity from addicted individuals who might otherwise contribute positively to society,

* Children born addicted to erack are often viewed as the “tinlest victims,” with many emotional,
physical and psychological disabilities resulting from an addiction that began in the womb.
Society is also victimized by the tremendous cost it bears to address the long-term medical needs of
these children,

* The threat of HIV from needle sharing,

* Many addicts support their habits through crimes such as burglary and robbery, which produce not
only financial losses, but psychological erises for victims as well.

» The nation’s criminal justice system s constantly called upon to deal with the investigation,

prosecution, supervision, and incarceration of drug traffickers and felony substance abusers.

Fractices for Drug. Offenders
The following chart is a partial list created by justice personnel outlining the accountability approaches for
drug offenders. The chart highlights the number of drug offense victims, creative ways to make amends for

damage done by offenders and the potential benefits of such reparations.
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Dw‘g_ Offense Vietims and Offender A‘coom'f‘&bﬁiﬁ?

Dawmsze or Loss 1o Yictima

Hididing the (Hiender

Vietims of drug related
Crines

Less from burglary,
violence, auto accidents;
ncregsed medical and aun
insurance premiums; death
due 10 drog violence

DHroot mostitution
Indirect restiintion

Other reparative
TOQUIRITICNTS

Muonetary payment Tor loss
due v olfense

frpose a fine or confiscute
moneys from drog sales 1o
take care of property
dumage; paymenis o fund
for funeral expenses

Write letiers of apology

Home owners amd residents
of drug rafficking
neighborhonds

Incressed property axes,
reduced property values:
increased expense o ensure
sutety{security ciipment,
abaris, eie) decling in
civility and guality of life

Community sorvice

Yictim awareness activities

Neighborhood cleanup
projects; restore pvacuated
erack houses or other
deteriorated butldings

Surrogate victimeoitendey
mediation with residents of
housing projects with
extensive drag sales

s
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Who Are the Yicthme!?

Damage or Loss 1o Yicrdms

Sanciion Type

Molding the (Mlender
Accouniabic

Urack babies and AIDS
vietimy

asss of Tife or shoriened

Hespary long-lerm mental,
physical, and psychologionl
disabibitios; social ostracism

i
:

Yictinn awureness aotivities
Indirect restituion

Community service

Vistt ALDS and ok
hospital wards; purticipate in
crack abuse awareness
education

Pay fines or confiscare
moneys from drag sales 1o
pay for medica] reatment

Disseminaie ATDS
educatinnal materials

Health care systom

Overload emwrgeny care
and sehabiliation services;
incressed health insurance
premiun] increased rase of
sovinl disgases due w
prostitution and spedie
shanng

Indirect restiution
Community service

Victim awareness activities

Pay fines or confiscaw
money 1o offset cost of drug
Irealiment programs or cuw
of crack babnes

Pertorm service wirk at
peighborhood clinics{e.g,
fwwn mainienance, prepare
surgival packeis)

Emergeney room or crack
wart visits
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Whe Are the Vietins?

Pamage or Loss 10 Yigtims

Sanston dyps

Holdine the Oflender
Agrouuiable

Offenders fnily members

Increased siress, stpety,
waorry, sl fnancial loss
vislence and death; poor role
mseaded for wiblings; sovial
stigtma

[hrect service

Trestment fooused o
reconoilintion

Assign tasks o be done for
family or around the hoose

Reguire partivipabion in
fumby counseling

Eather Addions

Lasss of healds and self-
asteom, acadende and
smploviment opportunity:
increased social dysfuncrion
and xolation

Indivecs respition

Communily service

Trapose ey targeted to drug
shise freatment

Service work m detox
senters, Assist with AA

{3 fender wsers

Loass of health and self-
esteem, seademic and
wmployment opporian ity
sociad dysfinction and
imedation: petential hoss of
life

Competeooy developrment
Treatment education
Indirett restitytion

Vigkim swareness ponivities

Fnforeed dotox and asbuse
wreagment attend drug
eduestion programs; assist
with drog education for
pesrs, choose between
paying # fing ot learning 10
read t0 8 cortain fevel

Pay part of own trestment
[EOLranm

Participate in victim
sensitdzaton progeam attend
funerals of youth who die
fronm drug abuse, visi
hospitats and morgoes
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Who Are the Victins?

Damase or Loss 1o Yicdms

Ssmetion Tyoe

Holding the Cffender
Acctuniable

Social and orfminal pustice
FEIVICHR

Inerpased cosks, caseloads,
and stafl busnout) inorensed
need for foster homes.
residential homes.,
refuthilitation centers, sio,

Community service

Work in kitchen or shelwy
for the homeless

Fines or confiseaton of deug
sales monevs o offset
Presesniion oo

Schools and students

Property loss due to theft
and vandalism; decreanse o
the guality of education due
ny redoced learning sbility us
a result of apathy and
reduced ability o
eonventrate; increased
violemoe

Compmunity service

Help repair deteriornied
butdings, clean windows
mwd Hoors, ele; partcipate in
drug awareness classes and
help educate other students;
sutey preschool o elementary
children in reading: sseist
wachers with drug education
curriculum

Tearhers

Incregsesd siress, worry,
amgiety; Trustration over
mability g0 wach properly;
decreased job satisfaction

yrect service

Berve a3 a classraom side

wf Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Assistance)

MapD O LELTLW

B
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Answer the following questions, using the chart on Accowntability Fractices for Drvg, OFfenders,
H 4 [

“pE

Your instructor will assign you to a group and give you two “Who Are the Victims?” categories. For
example, you may be assigned the health care system and homeowners... As a group you will discuss
all the sections for each category of victim. Discuss within your group if you agree or disagree with

the sanctions and accountability practices lor the offender.

Assume you are the victim you were assigned. Would you still have the same reactions? Share those

reactions within vour group.

As a group, come up with your own sanction type and accountability practice for the two categories

assigned. You will be asked to share those with the class.

PERSONAL SAFETY

Imagine you had a younger sister, about eight vears old. She was a typical younger sister and always wanted

you to play Barbie’s with her. Soon she found some new friends at school and they offered her some “pot”
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rather than play Barbie’s. At first she turned them down, but eventually gave in w peer pressure. Now she

is getting high regularly, after school regularly. Your sister likes the feeling she has when she is “high” and
wants to try something more powelul than pot. Her best friend offers her some crack. Your sister gets high,
but nearly dies, because someone brutally sexually assaulted her, while she was high. You visit vour sister
in the hospital, and once she is home you try to explain the dangers of drug use. She doesn’t listen ©©

you...She doesn’t seem to care anymore. What can you do?

Answer the following questions. Be prepared to share your responses with the class,

What reactions do you think you would have after hearing this kind of news about your younger sister?

What would you say to your sister about drug use?

How could vou help her face her addiction?
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OAVEST SFEAKER NOTES
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