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• Design, implementation, and evaluation of the vertical integration of a forensic science 
conceptual approach throughout the sequence of courses within a traditional STEM 
discipline. 

In addition, NSF has convened working groups in cognitive science and instrumentation. And the NSF’s 
Division of Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences in the Directorate for Social, Behavioral, and Economic 
Sciences recently announced its Cognitive Neuroscience Program, which seeks proposals that address 
the neural etiology of human cognitive behavior. 
 
The Biological Anthropology Program has released a solicitation, “Doctoral Dissertation Research 
Improvement Grants”, seeking proposals for methods to better understand human biology and etiology, 
including forensic anthropology.  

Additional Funding Opportunities 

The NSF and the NIJ signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that outlines a framework for 
cooperation and collaboration in the social, behavioral, and forensic sciences. The MOU has led to the 
establishment of NSF Industry/University Cooperative Research Consortia (I/U CRC) in forensic science.  

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY 

The National Institute for Standards and Technology (NIST) promotes technical innovation through 
advancement of measurement science and development of standards. NIST acts as a leading forensic 
science federal agency, as NIST scientists work across many forensic science disciplines and the NIST 
forensics team convenes a large number of working groups and other activities that are important to 
forensic research and practice.  NIST hosts subject-matter conferences on its work, including 
Forensics@NIST, which is held every two years at the NIST campus and is also accessible online; as well 
as the NIST International Symposium on Forensic Science Error Management held every two years 
alternating with Forensics@NIST. Today, the role of NIST in forensic science involves policy, science, and 
practice. Agencies that fund or support forensic science by identifying topics of research needs include:  

Forensic Science Center of Excellence 

Focused on pattern and digital evidence, the Forensic Science Center of Excellence (FSCoE) was 
established in 2015 at Iowa State University to improve the statistical foundation for fingerprint, 
firearm, and other pattern evidence analyses, in addition to computer, video, audio and other digital 
evidence analyses. 

Additional Funding Opportunities 

NIST offers a variety of funding opportunities in areas applicable to forensic science, such as ballistics, 
digital/computer, DNA, toxicology, and pattern and trace evidence. For example, the Measurement 
Science and Engineering (MSE) Grant Program offers up to $500,000 of grants or cooperative 
agreements for funding to support research efforts related to a laboratory program sponsored by NIST. 
Within this funding opportunity, the Special Programs Office Grant Program: Forensic Science Program 
(FSP) funds projects with forensic-related topics, such as creating new material standards, computer and 
digital forensics, impression and pattern evidence, trace analysis, and more. Other programs, such as 
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