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INTRODUCTION 

The . Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority works to improve the quality and 
availability of Illinois criminal justice data. The Authority receives daily requests for sources 
of data on crime, the criminal justice system, and other variables-such as population-that 
users analyze in combination with criminal justice data. Requests for sources of Illinois 
firearm data, especially. for data on firearm availability, are quite common. The previous 
edition of this report was published in 1980 in response to these requests. This new 
edition provides the most current and useful information about sources of various types 
of firearm data, the quality of that data, and the availability to users. 

The new edition updates and expands on the 1980 report. Illinois firearm data sources 
have changed greatly since the publication of the original guide. There have been some 
significant changes in firearms laws and registration procedures, and in the kinds of 
firearm data available. Some of the more significant changes since 1980 include the 
following: 

a The law regarding those individuals seeking to obtain a Firearm Owners 
Identification (FOlD) 'card has been changed to prohibit those who have 
ever been convicted of a felony from owning a firearm in Illinois. 

a The law regarding the registration of handguns in the City of Chicago, has been 
changed to prohibit handguns from being legally brought into the city after April 
1982. 

a The process by which firearms are registered, and how these registrations are 
recorded in the City of Chicago has been changed. 

a The administrative practices of the Chicago Police Department regarding 
recording of data on reported crimes have been changed. 

o The definition of a "firearms dealer" by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms has been changed. 

a Procedures for reporting index crimes committed with a firearm to the Illinois 
State Police have been changed. 
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o The availability of National Crime Victimization Survey data pertaining to 
crimes committed with firearms in Illinois has changed. 

o A number of state and local agencies have been computerized to make 
available more complete firearm information. 

Although the most common request has been for sources of firearm availability data (for 
example, the number and types of firearms owned), data also exist on the number and 
characteristics of people who own firearms, on stolen firearms, and on crimes that were 
committed using a fire~rm. This report is a guide to all these kinds of data. It is divided 
into three sections, each dealing with a type of firearm data-data on firearm owners, data 
on firearms, and data on firearms and crime. There are a variety of public and private 
sources for each type of data; the quality and accessibility of the data vary widely. Some 
data are collected and maintained only in certain cities or for certain years. In this guide, 
the Authority tries to lead the user through this sometimes confusing maze of sources. 
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DEFINITIONS 

The United States Code (fitle 18, Ch.44, Sec.921, No.3) defines a firearm as the 
following: 

(A) any weapon (including a starter gun) which will, or is designed to, or may 
readily be converted to, expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; 

(8) the frame or the receiver of any such weapon; 
(C) any firearm muffler or firearm silencer; or 
(D) any destructive device. Such term does not include an antique firearm.1 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms defines some common types of firearms 
as follows: 

o Handgun: Any pistol or revolver originally designed to be fired by the use of a 
singie hand and which is designed to fire or be capable of firing fixed cartridge 
ammunition. 

a Pistol: A weapon originally designed ... to fire a small projectile (bullet) from one 
or more barrels when held in one hand, and having (a) a chamber(s) as an integral 
partes) of, or permanently aligned with, the bnre(s) and (b) a short stock design 
to be gripped by one hand and at an angle to and extending below the line of the 
bore(s). 

o Revolver: A small projectile weapon, of the pistol type, having a breech-loading 
chambered cylinder so arranged that the cocking of the hammer, or movement of 
the trigger, rotates it and brings the next cartridge in line with the barrel for firing. 

o Rifle: A weapon designed ... and intended to be fired from the shoulder, and 
designed ... to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed cartridge to fire only a 
single projectile through a rifled bore (grooves cut into the inner surface of the 
barrel) for each single pull of the trigger. 

IThe term "destructive" means any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas, bomb, grenade, rocket, 
mine, or any similar device. 
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o Shotgun: A weapon designed ... and intended to be fired from the shoulder, and 
designed ... to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire 
through a smooth bore either a number of projectiles (ball shot) or a single 
projectile for each pull of the trigger. 2 

o Machine gun: .Any weapon which shoots ... automatically more than one shot, 
without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger. 

Some commonly used computerized information systems that provide assistance in the 
tracing of firearms, or information on the status of a firearm or its owner include the 
following: 

a National Crime Information Center (NCIC): A computer system maintained by the 
FBI, which serves as a repository of information pertaining to criminals and stolen 
property. The file contains the serial numbers of firearms that have been reported 
stolen, as weH as fingerprint records, criminal case histories, arrest warrants, and 
dispositions of felonies, including participation in a drug rehabilitation program. 

o Law Enforcement Agencies Data Systems (LEADS): A computer system, similar 
to the NCIC, maintaine~ by the Illinois State Police and containing information on 
stolen property submitted by Illinois law enforcement agencies. 

o Computerized Criminal History (CCH): The state central repository for ~riminal 
history record information, operated by the Illinois State Police. This system is used 
by the State Police to check the backgrounds of those applying for a Firearm 
Owners Identification (FOlD) card. 

2Definitions from Your Guide to Federal Firearm Regulations. 1984-1985. Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms, pages 9, 12, and 19. 
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---------------------_._---------------

FIREARM OWNERS AND DEALERS 

One of the most frequently asked questions regarding firearms is, "How many people own 
firearms?" The major source for this information in Illinois is data kept by the Firearm 
Owner's Identification (FOlD) section of the Illinois State Police's Division of Forensic 
Services and Identification. A secondary source of FOlD information is the data 
maintained by Professor David Bordua of the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 
Professor Bordua has conducted surveys of firearm owners and uses FOlD data for his 
own research. The major source of data pertaining to firearm dealers is the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 

What Data Are Available? 

FOlD Data 

State law requires that anyone who acquires or possesses a firearm in Illinois must have 
a valid Firearm Owners Identification (FOlD) card, which is issued by the Illinois State 
Police (ISP). ISP issues a FOlD card only after the agency determines that the applicant 
is eligible to own a firearm. FOlD cards are used by ISP to identify eligible firearm owners 
(not the number of firearms owned) to identify persons prohibited by law from owning or 
possessing a firearm. This purpose is stated in Chapter 38, Section 83-1 of the III. Rev. 
Stat., ch. 38, sec. 83-4 and 83-5 for the restrictions on application and the process for 
approval or denial of the application. 

Tile FOlD section of ISP maintains a confidential file of the name, sex, date of birth, 
height, weight, color of eyes, color of hair, address, date of registration, and date of card 
expiration for each registrant (Exhibit 1). The file contains records back to 1970. The FOlD 
section also keeps a list of all lost and stolen firearm owner cards. By law, the FOlD 
section is required to maintain information about registered firearm owners, but not about 
firearms. Therefore, it does not have information about the number or types of guns 
owned by cardholders. 

The FOlD section of ISP can tabulate summary data on "Active FOlD Cards," "Revoked 
FOlD Cards," and "Denied FOlD Applications." This information can be categorized by 
sex, adults versus minors, time period, and county or city. 
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ILLINOIS STATE POLICE 
FIREARM OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION 

Enter reas,Jj; !"r appllCal1on. See In· 
structlons. If i1ame change, Include 
lormer name and FOlD 10 number. 

Have you been convicted 01 a felony 
under the laws of thiS state or any 
other lurlsdlcllon? 

Have you been a pallent In a mental Institution within 
the past 5 vears , 

Are YOU aoo· .. d 10 narcollcs' 

Ar., .OU menially relarded? 

Exhibit 1 

'es ,,0 

"5S '.0 

,~s ',f) 

,e5 '.0 

WARNING: False statements of the applicant shall result in 
pl'Osecutlon for perjury in accordance with Section 32·2 of the 
Criminal Code of 1961. 
My signature authOrizes the Firearm Owner s Identification Secllon 10 venty 
answers given with the Depanment of Mental Health and Developmental DIS' 
abilities and private hosPitals. I hereby solemnly swear tSlncerelY affirm) that the 
information contained herein IS true 10 the best 01 my Knowledge. 

Appllcanl s Dale 01 Birth 

~ear 

FIREARM OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION CARD 

.1 
CAUTION: This card 
usatireonn •• 

o ~ave you oeen COIl\nCtOO at a ~ 0It\et 
'""an a !fatficvlOlaltOn? 

7 Have you ceen adlutlged delinquent? 

PRINT PARENT'S OR LEGAL GUARDIAN'S NAME: 

,",sr ~ .... _e ____ .I_AS_T_N_AM_e ___ ",_lo_o_l..;,e __ ...;"e::LA:.;,T...;IO:.;,N::SH...;'_p __ 

I~ I 

11'!efeOV 91'18 my consent lar U'II5 clDOiIcat\1 to DOssess hteatm!o:ana ,.rearm amrnunruonln aca:taanca Wlln I"e 
dW Mv slQnatura IUlnon".t' Intt F,rearm Owner s IdennhcaflOn SectJOn tQ veotyW'ltn me Oeoanrnenl Of M~mJ 
H~ar1n ana OevetODmsnlal OlsaDllnleS and onvat8 ncrAllais Inall am no1 a I>6nOn !lfQntbl1eo trom "'OICItI'IQ a 
F"~arm Owner s klan1rtc¥11OO eatd I dadar" und8f pena;ry 01 Qei'Jury It'Ie abovf ,Iatemlnl:' 2r. rrue ana accu-

'ale Clar.r.~Leqal Guatdtan 
Oale ol8Jnn 

S.gnature of F'atent or LaqaI GuardIAn Yo Oa-. lIIeaT 
SeX" C! Male = ,cem,n, 

Subscribed 
andswombetoreme!h1S ___ dayol 19_ 
Signaluro 01 NOlalYpubl1C _________________ _ 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

CUi along dOned line 

NOTARY SEAL NOlalY Address 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FOlD APPLICATION 

Please type or prJnt With black Ink (no penCil) to complete the Firearm Owner'$ldentificalion (FOlD) application. The sections listed below reterto 
the gUide sections on the application torm. Failure to complete any ot the steps Will cause your application to be RETURNED. Call (217)782·7980 
With any questions. 

SECTION A 
Each FOlD registrant IS ISSUed only one FOlD card. One ot the 
follOWing reasons for applying rnust be recorded in the box next 
to statement 1 or your application Will be RETURNED. 
New 
Renewal (see reverse Side) 
Expired 
Lost (see reverse Side) 
Stolen (see reverse Side) 
Damaged/Destroyed 
Change of address (see reverse side) 
Change of name (see reverse Side) 
Never received (see reverse Side) 

All applicants must answer questions 2 through 5. 

SECTIONB 
All applicants must sign the form With hislher full name (Iirst, mid· 
die. and last) and record his/her date of birth. 

SECTIONC 
LEAVE BLANK - FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

SECTIOND 
All applications must be notanzed prior to submiSSion. The date, 

notary signature, notary address, and proper seal must appear 
or your application Will be returned. 

SECTIONE 
Print your last name. first name. and middle initial. Print your 
dat!3 of birth, your complete address, and your phYSical descrip· 
tlon. 
All applicants must sign the application with his/her full name 
(first. middle. and last) 
Submit a I" x 1112" recent, clear. head and shoulders photograph. 
Print your name on the back of the photograph (care should be 
taken to ensure writing does not bleed through to photograph). 
Reproductions of photographs and previously processed ID 
photos will not be accepted. 

SECTIONF 
Applicants under 21 must also answer questions 6 and 7. Print 
name and relationship (e.g., mother, father, adoptive parent or 
legal guardian) of the parent or legal guardian. Legal guardian 
must submit a copy of legal guardianship court order. 
The parent or legal guardian must sign the application with hisl 
her nama (first, middle, and last) and record hiS/her date of birth. 
The parent or legal guardian must be 21 years of age and eligible 
to acqUire or possess firearms or firearm ammunition. 

Each application must be accompanied by the reqUired 55.00 processing fee. Do not send cash, stamps. or caples 01 money orders. 
Remit exactly 55.00 in check or money order payable to FIREARM OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION. 

IL493-0319 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OSPlH61 (10 Bil 
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The FOlD section uses the following definitions: 

o Active Cards: Valid FOlD cards currently possessed by Illinois residents are 
"active" cards. FOlD cards are issued for a period of five years. The FOrO section 
cannot extract the number of applications submitted or the number of new cards 
issued each year, only the number of currently active cards. The number of active 
cards includes the number of cards newly issued or renewed within the past five 
years. 

o Revoked Cards: A revoked card is a FOlD card that had been valid and then 
became invalid when the card-holder was discovered to have become ineligible for 
a card. A card-holder becomes ineligible when he or she is convicted of a felony 
or does not meet other criteria for firearm ownership. The number of revoked 
cards does not include FOlD cards that expire and are not renewed by the 
card-holder. 

o Denied Applications: The number of "denied applications" is the number of 
people who applied for a FOlD card but were ineligible to receive one and 
therefore could not be issued a card. 

Bordua Survey Data 

Although the data available from the FOlD section can tell us the number of people who 
can legally own firearms in the state of Illinois, it does not describe the characteristics of 
the people who own firearms, the number of firearms they own, or their motivation for 
owning firearms. The FOlD data also cannot tell us the number of firearm-owning 
residents who do not possess a FOlD card. The only way that this kind of information has 
been gathered in Illinois is through sample surveys of Illinois residents. 

David Bordua and other researchers at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 
under contract to the Illinois Law Enforcement Commission (now the Illinois Criminal 
Justice Information Authority), conducted two telephone surveys of households in Illinois, 
in May 1976 and May 1977 (Bordua, Lizotte and Kleck with Van Cagle, 1979). In addition, 
Professor Bordua conducted a third survey in 1981. 

The surveys have information on the number of firearms owned, the type (handgun 
versus rifle or shotgun), the respondent's social and demographic characteristics, the 
respondent's purpose(s) in owning a firearm, and whether or not the respondent has an 
Illinois FOlD card. This information is organized by residence of the respondent-Chicago, 
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Cook County, Chicago Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA), and regions of 
Illinois. This chapter summarizes the data gathered from the surveys and the methodology 
used and gives some interpretation of the data. 

National Survey Data 

The annual report, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics, published by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics of the U.S. Department of Justice, contains the results of national firearm 
owner surveys, conducted by the Roper Public Opinion Research Center, the Gallup Poll, 
and the Harris Poll, for a number of years. The Roper Poll has been conducted every year 
since 1973, except for 1981. Earlier polls were conducted by Gallup (1959, 1965, and 
1966) and Harris (1968 and 1971). Because these are national polls, the number of 
respondents residing in Illinois is relatively small. Therefore, no Illinois component can be 
extracted from the national data. However, some information pertaining to Midwest firearm 
owners can be examined. 

Firearm Dealer Data 

Because the business of firearm manufacturing and importing involves the movement of 
firearms across national and state borders, the federal government regulates it. The 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) of the Department of the Treasury 
registers gun dealers. Having a central, national·agency in charge of registering dealers 
and monitoring their compliance with regulations creates uniformity and centralizes 
information on the transfer of firearms from manufacturers to dealers to owners. 

For details on laws pertaining to the storage, sale, and transfer of firearms, see the ATF 
documents listed in the Bil;liography. These documents are available from the Authority 
library or from the ATF's Compliance Operations Office (address in Appendix 1). 

Hot1f to Obtain the Data 

FOlD Data 

TI18 main source of FOlD data is the FOlD section of the Illinois State Police. Some years 
of FOlD data are also available in the data set compiled by Professor David Bordua of the 
University of Illinois. Because some of the information pertaining to FOlD cards is conside
red confidential and the extraction of summary statistics often can be very time 

8 



consuming, the FOlD section sets limits on access to the data, depending on the 
requestor. 

Requests by Criminal Justice Agencies 

" .. Law enforcement agencies may obtain information about individual card-holders from the 
FOlD section. They may request the information in writing from the FOlD section or 
access it directly through the Law Enforcement Agencies Data System (LEADS). Law 
enforcement personnel may also request FOlD information over the telephone; however, 
they must be able to identify themselves satisfactorily. 

Requests by the General Public 

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, the general public, noncriminal justice 
agencies, and researchers may request summary statistics without the names and 
addresses of the individual, similar to the data presented in Tables 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this· 
report (See pages 12-15 below). The FOlD section charges a fee for compiling this 
information. For more information on FOlD data, contact the FOlD operations supervisor 
(address and phone number in Appendix 1). 

Bordua Survey Data 

In the 1979 pubHcation, Patterns of Firearm ONnership, Use and Regulation in Illinois, 
Professor Bordua devoted a section to a discussion qf the FOlD data from 1968 to 1977. 
The data sets are available on computer tape. For access to the data, contact Professor 
Bordua (address in Appendix 1.) 

National Survey Data 

The Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics contains much information on firearm 
owners, such as gender, race, education, occupation, income, age, religion, political 
affiliation, community size, reasons for owning, and attitudes towards gun control. The 
information has been updated annually since the 1974 publication. The information is 
available for the Midwest as a whole, but not for Illinois individually. 

In addition to the Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics, abridged data are also , 
available from the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) (address in Appendix 1). 
NORC has the data from all of the Roper surveys, and can provide data on a data tape 

or on paper. 
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Obtaining Firearm Dealer Data 

The United States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms has two offices-Law 
Enforcement, and Compliance Operations. The Law Enforcement Office, which enforces 
the 1968 Federal Gun Control Act and traces firearms that hav-a been used in a crime, 
has two district offices that cover Illinois. The Chicago Law Enforcement office covers 
northern and central Illinois, and the st. Louis office covers southern Illinois. 

The two ATF Compliance Operations offices with jurisdiction over parts of Illinois, 
Chicago, and St. Louis, investigate individuals applying for a license to sell firearms and 
assist dealers in complying with firearm regulations (Exhibit 2). Each office serves some 
counties of Illinois, as well as some counties of other states. According to the ATF, there 
were 8,240 federally licensed firearm dealers in Illinois as of July 11, 1990.3 

The ATF updates its files monthly. To get information about a particular city or county, or 
to obtain summary statistics, such as the number of dealers registered, would require 
visiting a Compliance Operations Office and requesting permission to look at their files. 
There is no legal restriction on access, but the task of searching the files of a Compliance 
Operations Office would be monumental. 4 

Commercial users may obtain lists of firearm dealers directly from the ATF for a fee. For 
more information, contact one of the ATF Regulatory or Operations Compliance offices 
or the ATF chief of public affairs (addresses in Appendix 1). 

HON to Use and Interpret the Data 

FOlD Data 

Before interpreting FOlD data, it is imperative to understand the terminology and the 
changes in the Jaw that have affected the data. This section covers 1) general information 
about FOlD law-and the processing of applications-needed to understand the data; 

3Eric A. O'Neal, Disclosure Specialist, Department of the Treasury-Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms. Letter received July 18, 1990. . 

4The Illinois State Police has attempted to obtain a list of registered Illinois firearm dealers from 
the Washington, D.C., A TF office. Although the Washington A TF office does have such a list, ISP 
has so far been unable to obtain a usable copy. If ISP receives the computer tape it has requested, it 
wili be able to provide lists of dealers by county to researchers and other nonprofit agencies. 
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Exhibi~ 2 
Form Approved; OMB No 1512-0129 (2/29/881 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY - 8UREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, AND FIREARMS TRANSFEROR'S TRANSACTION 

FIREARMS TRANSACTION RECORD SERIAL NUMBER 

PART I - INTRA-STATE OVER-THE-COUNTER 

NOTE: Prepare in original only. All entries on this form must be in ink. See Notices and Instructions on back. 

SECTION A - MUST BE COMPLETED PERSONALLY BY TRANSFEREE (BUYER) (See Notices and Instructions on reverse) 

1. TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer's) NAME (Last, First, Middle) ::= MALE 2. HEIGHT 3. WEIGHT 4. RACE 

" FEMALE 

5. RESIDENCE ADDRESS (No., Street, City, State, ZIP Code) 6. DATE OF BIRTH 7. PLACE OF BIRTH (City and 
State or City and ForeIgn 

MONTH DAY YEAR Country) 

8. CERTIFiCATION OF TRANSFEREE (Buyer) - An untruthful answer may subject you to criminal prosecution. Each question must be answer.xj with a "yes" 
or a "no" Inserted in the box at the right of the question: 

a. Are you under Indictment or information· in any court for 
a crime p'JOIshable by Imprisonment for a term ex- c. Are you a fugitive from justice? 
oeeding one year? • A formal accusation of a crime 
made by a prosecuting attorney, as distinguished from an d. Are you an unlawful user 01, or addicted to, marijuana, or 
II1dictment presented by a grand jury. a depressant, stimulant, or narcotic drug? 

b. Have you been convicted In any court of II crime e. Have you ever been adjudicated mentally defective or 
punishable by Imprisonment for a term exceeding one have you ever been committed to a mental institution? 
year? (NOTE: A "yes" answer IS necessary If the Judge 
could have given a sentence of more than one year. Also, a f. Have you been discharged from the Armed Forces 
"yes" answer IS reqUIred It a conViction has been discharg- under dishonorable conditions? 
ed, set aSide, or dismissed pursuant to an expungement or 
rehabilitation statute. However, a "cnme pUnishable by 1m-

g. Are you an alien Illegally in the United States? pnsonment exceeding one year" does not include a convIc-
tion which has been set aside under the Federal Youth Cor-
rections Act, as eVidenced by a copy of the certificate issued h. Are you a person who, having been a citizen 01 the 
under 18 USC 5021.) United States, has renounced his citizenship? 

I hereby certtfy that the answers to the above are true and correct. I understand that a person who answers "Yes" to any of the above questions IS pro-
hibited Irom purchasing andlor possessing a firearm, except as otherwise provided by Federal law. I also understand that the making 01 any lalse oral or 
written statement or the exhibiting 01 any false or misrepresented identification With respect to this transaction is a crime punishable as a felony. 

TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer's) SIGNATURE DATE 

SECTION B - TO BE COMPLETED BY TRANSFEROR (SELLER) (See Notices and Instructions on reverse) 

THIS PERSON DESCRIBED IN SECTION A: = IS KNOWN TO ME 
::::; HAS IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO ME IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER 

9. TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION (Driver's license or identification 10. NUMBER ON IDENTIFICATION 
which shows name, date of birth, place of residence, 
and signature.) 

On the basis of (1) the statements in Section A; (2) the verification of identity noted in Section B; and (3) the information in the current list of Pub-
lished Ordinances. it is my belief that it is not unlawful for me to sell. deliver, transport, or otherwise dispose of the firearm(s) described below and 
on the back to the person identified in Section A. 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 
TYPE {Pistol, Revolver, Rifle, MODEL CALIBER OR SERIAL NO. MANUFACTURER (and importer, if any) 

Shotgun, etc.) GAUGE 

1. 

2. 

16. TRADEICURPORATE NAME AND ADDRESS OF TRANSFEROR (Seller) 17. FEDERAL FIREARMS UCENSE NO. 
(Hand stamp may be used) (Hand stamp may be used) 

THE PERSON MAKING THE ACTUAL FIREARMS SALE MUST COMPLETE ITEMS 18 THROUGH 20 

18. TRANSFEROR'S (Seller's) SIGNATURE 19. TRANSFEROR'S TITLE 20. TRANSACTION DATE 

ATF F 4473 (5300,9) PART I (2-85) 



2) how a change in the legal requirements for obtaining a FOlD card has affected the 
number of FOlD applications denied and FOlD cards revoked; and 3) how appeals of 
denied or rl?voked FOlD cards are accounted for in the data. 

The FOlD Application Process 

The purpose of the FOlD card application process is to identify those persons who are 
not eligible to own or possess a firearm. Under Illinois law (III. Rev. Stat., ch. 38, sec. 83-
8; see Appendix 2), a person who has been a patient in a mental institution within the 
past five years, has been convicted of a felony under the laws of Illinois or any other 
jurisdiction, or is mentally retarded or addicted to narcotics is ineligible to obtain a FOlD 
card and, consequently, to own a firearm. 

A minor-a person under the age of twenty-one-can obtain a FOlD card if the minor and 
his or her parent or legal guardian meet the requirements, if the minor has not been 
convicted of a misdemeanor other than a traffic violation, and if the minor is not an 
adjudicated delinquent. Although minors can legally obtain FOlD cards, it is illegal for 
them to purchase or possess handguns if they are under the age of eighteen. 

ISP does not issue FOlD cards to businesses, only to individuals. Even though reports 
based on Illinois data sometimes mention a type of FOlD card issued exclusively for 
businesses, "business cards," no such cards exist. FOlD does not determine if an 
individual owns a firearm for "business" purposes. Therefore, FOlD data cannot be used 
to determine the number of businesses that possess, or are eligible to own, firearms. 

After a person has submitted an application to ISP (see Exhibit 1, pg. 6), the FOlD section 
verifies the information on each application against a number of state and national 
computer files, including the National Crime Information Center (NCIC), the Illinois 
Computerized Criminal History (CCH) system, the state's Law Enforcement Agency Data 
System (LEADS) (see definitions pg. 3) and a computer tape provided by the Illinois 
Department of Mental Health, which is updated at the end of each week. These criminal 
justice information systems make it possible to determine an applicant'S criminal and 
mental history in Illinois, and, to a limited extent, throughout the United States. For a more 
extensive explanation of the FOlD card application process and'application restrictions, 
see Appendix 2. 

If there is no reason for withholding the FOlD card, a card is issued. The card remains 
valid for 5 years; then it must be renewed. A summary of the number of active cards from 
1983 to 1991 is found in Table 1. The majority of FOlD cardholders (about 85 percent) 
are adult males. There was a small decline in the number of adult male cardholders from 
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876,000 (85 percent) in 1983 to 698,851 (83 percent) in 1990. However, in 1991 there 
were 872,947 adult mQ1e FOlD cardholders, an increase of 20 percent from 1990. The 
number of adult female FOlD cardholders decreased and then went back up to its highest 
level in 1991, reaching 137,789. Minors make-up a small percent of the total number of 
card holders, averaging around 5 percent: The proportion of male cardholders is higher 
among minors, compared to adults. In 1991,96 percent of the minor cardholders were 
male, whereas 86 percent of the adults were male. 

Tabla 1 
Active Firearm Owner Identification Cards 

Adults Minors 
Yea'r Total Active Male FemalE! Male Female 

1983 1,037,008 876,000 111,095 48,321 1,592 
1984 997,422 844,105 108,688 43,184 1,445 
1985 963,628 812,487 107,927 41,850 1,364 
1986 963,317 812,545 109,099 40,341 1,332 
1987 972,030 818,984 111,651 40,020 1,375 
1988 773,579 646,860 93,603 31,750 1,366 
1989 - 805,118 670,215 100,745 32,680 1,478 
1990 844,366 698,851 110,028 33,919 1,568 
1991 1,049,673 '872,947 137,789 37,217 1,720 

Source: Illinois State Police, Division of Support Services. 

Information can also be obtained about FOlD card possession in specific counties and 
in particular cities. For reasons of confidentiality, however, the FOlD section allows only 
limited access to specific addresses. The cities in Table 2 were chosen for analysis by a 
local newspaper, in response to a murder that occurred. Among the chosen towns, the 
lowest percent of households possessing FOlD cards in 1987 was 6.5 percent in 
Evanston, whereas the highest rate of households with FOlD cards was in Mundelein, witt'l 
27.7 percent. The percentage of households with FOlD cards seems to increase with 
distance from the city of Chicago. It is important, however, to keep in mind that the FOlD 
cards only measure the number of people who may legally ,own a firearm. Also, the 
"Percent of Households" information should be interpreted with caution, because it is 
possible that more than one person in a household could possess a FOlD card.s 

5Th is information cannot be ascertained from FOlD records, but may be available in the 1977 
Bordua survey data. 
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Table 2 
Residence of Registered Firearm Owners 

Town 
Households 

Number of FOlD Cards, 1987 

Evanston 
wilmette .... ., ................ . 
Highland Park-Highwood ....... . 
Glencoe .............. II •••••••• 

Vernon Hills ...••............. 
Winnetka-Northfield ..•......•. 
Deerfield area* .......••....... 
Northbrook ................... . 
Glenview ..................... . 
Lake Forest-Lake Bluff ....... . 
Libertyville ...•.............. 
Mundelein .................... . 

1,812 
1,009 
1,385 

324 
590 
953 

1,345 
1,956 
2,355 
1,465 
1,510 
1,691 

Percent of 

6.5 
9.9 

10.6 
10.8 
11. 6 
16.1 
16.4 
19.0 
19.3 
20.6 
25.1 
27.7 

*Includes Deerfield, Bannockburn, Riverwoods and Lincolnshire. 

Source: Evanston Review, June 23, 1988, p. 22. Number of FOlD cards 
from ISP, household percentages computed from number of occupied 
households as of Dec. 31, 1986, according to the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations. Used with permission of Pioneer Press$ 

Changes in the Law 

Federal law prohibits people who have ever been convicted of a felony from owning a 
gun. But prior to July 1984, Illinois law prohibited only those people convicted of a felony 
in the past five years from owning a firearm. Therefore, prior to July 1984, a person who 
had been convicted of a felony under federal law, and had been released from prison 
more than five years prior to requesting an Illinois Firearm Owner's Identification card, 
could receive a FOlD card but could not own a firearm. Now, due to state legislation that 
went into effect on July 1, 1984, Illinois law also prohibits a person who has ever been 
convicted of a felony from obtaining a FOlD card.6 

The effects of the law can be seen in a large increase in the n.umber of revoked FOlD 
cards (Table 3). In 1983, 15,221 FOlD cards were revoked, or 1.47 percent of all 
1,037,008 active cards. By 198~, the number of revoked cards had increased 40 percent, 
to 21,293 (2.21 percent of all 963,628 active cards). In 1984, the year the change was 
implemented, 19,938 cards were revoked (2.0 percent of all 997,422 active cards). In 

6P.A. 83-1056, P. 2, effective. July 1, 1984. 
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1991, 30,796 cards were revoked (2.9 percent of all 1,049,673 active cards). 

Table 3 
Revoked FOlD Cards 

Percent 
Total revoked of active Adults Minors 

Year cards cards Male Female Male Female 

1983 15,221 1. 5% 13,856 941 421 3 
1984 19,938 2.0% 18,347 1,150 431 10 
1985 21,293 2.2% 19,678 1,247 363 5 
1986 22,778 2.4% 21,052 1,342 380 4 
1987 24,486 2.5% 22,595 1,462 427 2 
1988 25,379 3.3% 23,521 1,552 304 2 
1989 27,242 3.4% 25,213 1,713 313 3 
1990 28,331 3.4% 26,177 1,807 343 4 
1991 30,796 2.9% 28,130 2,177 477 12 

Source: Illinois state Police, Division of Support Services. 

Adult revocations were most affected by the change, with increases in revocations 
between 1983 and 1985 of 42 percent for male adults and 33 percent for female adults. 
The number of revoked cards for male minors, however, decreased between 1983 and 
1985. The number of revoked cards for female minors did not change significantly. The 
restriction of ever being convicted of a felony would have had very little impact on minors, 
since it is unlikely that a minor would have any felony conviction that occurred five years 
previously. 

The change in the law also had an impact on the number of FOlD card applications that 
were denied (Table 4). Unfortunately, information on the number and proportion of new 
applications that were denied is not available, because the FOlD section cannot generate 
information on the number of new applications in a given year, only the number of 
renewals. However, the total number of denied applications (Table 4) increased by more 
than 70 percent between 1983 and 1985, an even greater increase than the increase in 
FOlD card revocations (see Table 3). While the number of revocations of minor males' 
cards decreased between 1983 and 1985, the number of denied FOlD card applications 
increased from 391 to 524. In 1986 and 1987, the numbers of denials continued to rise, 
and may indicate a real increase in denied FOlD applications that is not related to the 
change in the law. 
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Table 4 
Denied FOlD Applications 

Total Adults Minors 
~ number denied Male Female Male Female 

1983 6,277 5,476 403 391 7 
1984 8,062 7,147 467 439 9 
1985 10,717 9,587 594 524 12 
1986 13,403 12,102 706 577 18 
1987 16,184 14,666 838 660 20 
1988 19,425 17,683 1,016 699 27 
1989 22,430 20,548 1,150 715 17 
1990 24,844 22,805 1,284 741 14 
1991 27,272 25,101 1,413 739 19 

Source: Illinois state Police, Division of Support Services. 

Appeals 

A law enacted in 1984 (P.A. 83-1056 ) provides that if twenty years have passed since the 
completion of the terms of a felony conviction (for example, incarceration, probation, and 
parole), an applicant may appeal for a hearing to determine if he or she may be allowed 
to obtain a FOlD card. (See Appendix 2, Section 83-10 for an explanation of "Appeals to 
the Director-Hearing".) The number of appeals so far has been very small, and thus has 
had no significant effect on the number of denied applications or revoked cards.7 

Bordua Survey Data 

The three Bordua telephone surveys, conducted in 1976, 1977, and 1981, were done 
statewide and had sample sizes of 761, 745, and 761 respectively. In the 1977 survey, 
168 (22 percent) of the 745 people sampled said they owned at least one firearm. For 
details of the survey methods used, contact the Survey Research Laboratory (address in 
Appendix 1). 

These surveys provide a more complete estimate of Illinois firearm ownership than would 
the number of active FOlD cards, because the surveys uncovered a s!zable number of 
firearm owners who did not possess a FOlD card. For example, in the 1976 and 1977 
surveys combined, 28 percent of firearm owners said they did not have a FOlD card 

7Source: Telephone conversation with Karen Reeder, Firearm Owners Identification Division, 
Illinois State Police, May, 1988. 

16 



-~-------------------------------

(Bordua, 1988: 7,28). In addition to estimated percentages of firearm ownership, the 
Bordua sample survey data provide two other kinds of information about firearm owners 
in lilinois-estimates of the number of owners by geographic area and other characteris
tics, and reasons given for owning a firearm. 

The 1977 survey contained more detailed information than the other two. For example, 
in the 1977 survey, people were asked their purpose(s) for owning a firearm (Table 5), 
leaving the purpose of ownership open to the respondent. Those who responded that 
they owned a firearm for protective purposes were then asked, "Any other purpose?" i'f 
they mentioned more than one purpose, they were asked, "What is your main purpose 
for owning the firearm(s)?" In response to these questions, 71.9 percent of the owners 
claimed non-protective purpose (either hunting/ recreati.on, collecting, or other) as their 
reason for firearm ownership, and the remaining 28.1 percent stated some degree (only, 
mainly, or secondary) of protective purpose in owning a firearm. Previous studies had 
only asked if the respondents owned the firearm with protection in mind. 

Table 5 
For what purposes do you own the firearm? 

Purposes mentioned 
No. Percent 

Hunting/recreation 121 
Protection' 48 
Collecting 24 

Other ~ 
Total 219 

55.2% 
21. 9% 
11. 0% 
11. 9% 

100.0% 

Owners mentioning* 
No. Percent 

121 
48 
24 
~ 
168 

72.0% 
28.6% 
14.3% 
15.5% 

130.4% 

* Because owners are allowed to mention more than one purpose for 
owning a firearm, percentages add to more than 100. 

Source: 1977 Bordua Survey. 

Rea~;ons for owning a firearm vary according to the race and gender of the respondent 
(Table 6). The responses in Table 6 include only whites and blacks, omitting the one 
respondent who did not fall into one of these categories. The sample size for blacks is 
extremely low-only 11 cases. Therefore, the results for blacks should be interpreted 
cautiously. It is worth noting, however, that 73 percent of the black respondents, 
compared to only 16 percent of the white respondents, said that protection was the only 
or main purpose for which they owned a firearm. 
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Table 6 
Protection as a Purpose for owning Firearm(s) 

by Race and Gender 

Purpose for Race Gender 
Protection: White Black Male Female 

Only Purpose 10.9% 54.5% 6.1% 41. 7% 
Mainly 5.1% 18.2% 6.1% 5.6% 
Secondary 8.8% 9.1% 9.2% 5.6% 
Not a Purpose 75.6% 18.2% 78.6% 47.2% 
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Total Owners 156 11 131 36 
Total Nonowners 515 65 196 398 

Source: 1977 Bordua Survey 

Total 

13.8% 
6.0% 
8.4% 

71.9% 
100.0% 

167 
594 

Female owners wefe more likely to mention a protective purpose for owning a firearm 
than male owners. Females were split between protection as the only purpose for firearm 
ownership (42 percent), and purposes other than protection for their ownership (47 
percent). In total, 53 percent of females mentioned protection as the sale, main, or 
secondary reason for owning a firearm. Only 21 percent of males, on the other hand, 
stated that protection was a purpose for their firearm ownership. 

The Bordua survey also gives us some figures about the purposes of owning different 
types of firearms (Table 7). It is not surprising that 57 percent of handguns are owned 
solely for protection, while 89 percent of long guns are owned for reasons other than 
protection. Twenty-six percent of respondents who owned both a handgun and a long 
gun cited protection as a purpose, compared to 11 percent of respondents who owned 
only long guns. 

For a more extensive explanation of survey responses, as well as additional demographic 
data gathered in these surveys, see the Bordua publications listed in the Bibliography of 
this report. 

National Survey Data 

Extracting Illinois firearm owner data from national surveys is not possible, due to the 
small sample taken in Illinois. However, it is possible to get information pertaining to the 
Midwest. For more information, contact the National Opinion Research Center (address 
in Appendix 1). 
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Table 7 
protection as a purpose for owning Firearm(s) by Type· of Gun 

Type(s) of Firearm Owned 

Purpose for Handgun only Handgun Long Gun only 
Protection & long gun 

Only Purpose 56.7% 7.3% 1. 4% 
4.3% 
5.7% 

Main Purpose 10.0% 7.3% 
Secondary Purpose 6.7% 10.9% 
Not a Pur:gose 
Total 

Total Number of 

26.7% 
100.0% 

30 

74.5% 
100.0% 

55 

88.6% 
100.0% 

70 
Owners 

Source: 1977 Bordua Survey 

Firearm Dealer Data 

Many people obtain a dealer's license for the sole purpose of buying firearms at 
wholesale prices to add to their own personal firearm collection, and not to deal in 
firearms. Because the former Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearm definition of a firearm dealer 
was not precise enough to distinguish those who actually deal in firearms, the definition 
was changed in 1986 to the following: 

II A person who devotes time, attention, and labor to dealing in firearms as 
a regular course of trade or business with the principal objective of 
livelihood and profit through the repetitive purchase and resale of firearms, 
but such a term shall not include a person who makes occasional sal~s, 
exchanges, or purchases of firearms for the enhancement of a personal 
collection or for a hobby, or who sells all or part of his personal collection 
of firearms. liS 

8Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Federal Register, Rules and Regulations. Part 
178.11. 
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FIREARMS IN ILLINOIS 

Information available from the Firearm Owners Identification section of the Illinois State 
Police can tell us the number of people who may legally own a firearm, but not the 
number of firearms owned in Illinois. Because there is no state requirement that firearms 
be registered, the only way to measure the number of firearms bought by Illinois residents 
is to examine the records of Illinois firearm dealers. Even this is not perfectly accurate, 
however, since some firearms are bought by Illinois residents in other states. (Illinois 
residents are allowed to purchase long guns in Iowa, Indiana, Wisconsin, Missouri, and 
Kentucky). 

ATF offices keep lists only of registered dealers, not the sales made by these dealers. 
Estimates of firearms owned (legally and not) are available from the Bordua sample 
surveys conducted in 1976, 1977, and 1981. Chicago, Peoria, and Oakbrook Terrace 
require firearm dealers to send a completed gun registration form for each purchase to 
their respective police departments. In addition, some Illinois cities require that all firearms 
owned by residents be registered. It is thus possible to measure the number of legally 
owned firearms in those pa~icular cities. 

Data are also available regarding the number of firearms stolen from Illinois residents, the 
value of the stolen guns, and where firearms that were stolen and then confiscated wer.e 
recovered. In addition, when a law enforcement agency has recovered a firearm and is 
attempting to identify the owner, the agency can request a trace of the firearm through 
the ATF's National Firearms Tracing Center. 

What Data Am Available? 

Firearm Dealer Data 

Each dealer in the United States is required to keep records of gun purchases. 
Out-of-state purchases are recorded on the "Contiguous-State, or Non-Over-the-Counter" 
transaction record (Exhibit 3). Prior to the delivery of a firearm, the dealer must send the 
chief law enforcement officer of the mun:cipality and county of the buyer's residence a 
copy of the transaction record for verification (Exhibit 3, reverse side). If an individual buys 
more than one handgun within five consecutive business days, then the dealer 
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Exhibit 3 Form Approved: OMS No. 1512'()130( 2/29 

DEPAATMENT OF THE TREASURY - BUREAU OF A.I.COHOl. TOBIo.CCO, AND FIREARMS TRANSFEROR'S TRANSI.CTlON 

FIREARMS TRANSACTION RECORD SERIAL NUMBER 

PART 11- CONTIGUOUS-STATE OR NON .. OVER-THE-COUNTER 

NOTE: Prepare in duplicate. AI entries on IhiiI form must be In ink. 

SECTIOf,I A MUST BE COIIPlETED PERSONAllY BY TRANSEREE BUYER) (See /VotIC6S er.d Instructions on f91<'8i'Se) 

1. TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer's) NAME (l..ut, First, MIdt:k) 2. HEIGHT 3. WEIGHT 4. RACE 

o MALE 0 FEMALE 

5. RESIDENCE ADDRESS (No., StrrIet, CIty, StaI8, ZIP Code) 6. DATE OF BIRTH 7. PLACE OF BIRTH (CIty and 
State or City IIIId Foreign 

MONTH DAY YEAR Country) 

8. CE RTIFICATION OF TRANSFEREE (Buyer) - An untruthful answer may subject you to cnminal prosecutIOn. Each question must be answered with a "yes" 
or a "no" inserted in !he box at the nght of !he question: 

a Are you under indictment or information' in any court for c. Are you a fugitive from juallCe? a come punishable by imprisonment for a term ex-
ceeding one year? • A form8J EJCCU881ion 01 a crime 

d. Are you an unlawful user of, or addicted to, marijuana, or mad9 by a prosacuting attorney, as dstingLished from 
00 ilcJctment ~ by a g-and jIJIy. a depressant, stimulant, or narcotic drug? 

b. Hava Q. bMn convicted in eny court {if • crtll'l8 e. Have you ever been adjudicated mentally detective or 
punts b~ Irnpriaonmont tor a tenn ~;::CHdIns have you ever beer, committed to a IIl9fltal institution? 
an. Y41ar? (N TE: A "yu" answer is necessary if 

Have you boon dISCharged from the Armed Forces the Judge could have given a sentence of more than f. 
one year. Also, a .. y .... answer is required if a con- under c:IIshonorabIe conditIOnS? 
vlction has been discharged, set aside, or dismissed 
pursuant to an expungemenl or rehabUllatlOn statuto. 

g. Are you an alien IIIeg8Iy in !he United States? However, a "crime punishable by imprisonment ex-
ceeding one year" does net include a conviction 
whlCt'. has been set aside under the Federal Youth h. Are you a person who, havIng been a cruzen of the Corrections Act, as evidenced. by a copy of the cer- United States, ha renounced his citizenship? lificate issued under 18 USC 5021.) 

Subject to penalties provided by law, I swear that, In the case of any firearm other than a &hoIgun or a rifle, I am 21 years or mora of age, or that, in !he 
case of a shotgun or rifle, I am 18 years or more of age; that I am not prohibited by the provlSIOOS of Chapter 44 of Tille 18, United States Code, from 
raceivlng a firearm in interslato ()( loreign commerce, and thai my receipt of thiS firearm WI" not be in vivlallon of any statute of !he Staw and published or-
dinance applicable to !he locality in whICh J reside. Further, !he !roo title, name, and aodress of the principal law enforcement officer of the locality to which 
\he firearm wi!1 be dehvered are: 

TITLE NAME 

ADDRESS 

I also hereby certify that the answers to the above are true and correct. I understand that a person who answers "Yes" to any of the above questions is 
prohlbited from purchasing andIo; possessing a firearm, except as otheIwise provided by Faders! !aw. I also understand that the making 01 any false oral or 
written statement or !he exhibiting of any false or misrepresented identification with respect to this transaction is a crime punishable as a felon)'. 

TRANSFEREE'S (Buyer's) SIGNATURE DATE 

SECTION B - MUST BE COMPLETED BY TRANSFEROR (SELLER) (See Notices BJld Instructioos (](I reverse) 

On the basis of (I) the sta1emants in Section A; (2) my notfficatJon of the chief law enforcement officer deslQnated above; and (3) the information in the cur-
rent list of Published Ordinancos, it is my belief that it is not unlawful for me to sell, deliver, transport, or otherwise dispose of !he firearm descnbed below 10 
the person identified in Section A. 

9. TYPE (Pistol, Revolver, Rifle, Shotgun, ate.) 10. MODEL 11. CAUBER OR GAUGE 12. SERtAL NO. 

13. MANUFACTURER (and importer, If any) 

14. TRADEICORPORATE NAME AND ADDRESS OF TRANSFEROR (SeIer) (Hand stamp may be used) 15. FEDERAL FIREARMS UCENSE NO. 
(Hand stamp may be used) 

16. TRANSFEROR'S (Seller's) SIGNATURE 117. TRANSFEROR'S TITLE 18. TRANSACTION DATE 

ATF F 4473 (1300.1) PART II (2·56) 
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT N011QE 

The information required on this form Is in accordance wi1tI thai ~ 
Reduction Act of 1980. The purpose of tho information Is 10 de\9fTTllne the 
eligibility of the buyer (transferee) to receive firearms under Federal law. 
The information is subject to inspection by AfF offic;(Hs. The Information on 
this form is required by 16 U.S.C. 922. 

IMPORT ANT NOTICES TO TRANSfEROR (SEU.ER) AND 
TRANSFEREE (BUYER) 

1. Under 16 U.S.C. 921-928 and 18 U.S.C. Appendix 1201-1203, firearms 
may not be sold to or received by certain persons. TIle information and cer
tification on this form are designed 90 that a person licensed under 16 
U.S.C. 921-928 may determine if he may 1awfu11y!1811 or deliver a firearm to 
the person identified in Section A, and to alert the transferee (buyer) of cer
taln restric'Jons on the receipt and possession of firearms. Thi.) form should 
not be used for sales or transfers where neither person is licensed under 16 
U.S.C. 921-928. 

2. Wamlng-The sale or delivery of a firearm by a licensee to an eligible 
purchaser who is acting as an agent, intermediary or 'straw purchaser' for 
sorne(lne whom the licensee knows or has reasonable cause to believe is 
ineligible to purchase a firearm directly, may result in a violation of the 
Federal firearm laws. 

3. The transferee (buyer) of a firearm should be familiar with the pI'O"lisions 
a. law. GenomIIy, 1a~,.m.~~.~~ tranaportatioo 
or receipt in interstate commerce of a firearm by one who Is under indict
ment or information for, or who has boon convlcted of, a crime punishable 
by imprisonment !Of a term exceeding one year, by one who is a fugitive 
from justice, by one who Is an unlawful ueer of, or addicted to marijuana or 
a depressant, stimulant or narcotic drug, or by one who has been ad
judicated mentally defective or who has been committed to a mental institu
tion. In addition, 16 U.S.C. Appendix 1201-1203 generally makes it 
unlawful for anyone who has Men convicted of a crime punishable by Im
prisooment for a term exceeding one year, who has been discharged from 
the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions, who has been ad
judicated mentally incompetent, who, having b&an a citizen of the United 
States, has renounced his citizenship, or who Is an alien Illegally In the 
United Stales, to poosess n firearm. 

KNOW YOUR CUSTOMER-Before a licensee may sell or deliver a 
firearm to a nonliceosee, the licensee must establish the identity, place of 
resideno9, and age of the buyer. Satistactory identification should verify the 
buyer's name, date of birth, address, and signature. Thus, a driver's 
license or an identification card issued by a State in place of a licanse is 
particularly appropriate. Social Security cards are not acceptable because 
no address or date of birth Is shown on the card. Also, alien registration 
raceipt cards and military identification cards are not acceptable by 
themselves because the State of residence is not shown on the cards. 
However, although a particular document may not be sufficient to meet the 
statutory requirement for identifying the buyer, any combination of 
documents which together disclose the required information concerning 
the buyer is acceptable. 

NOTICE TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS 

This copy of ATF Form 4473, Part II, is to advise you of a firearms transac
tion involving a resident In your jurisdictional area. The firearm described in 
Section B will not be shipped or delivered to the transferee (buyer) iden
tified in Section A for a period of at least seven days following receipt of the 
notification of your acceptance or refusal of delivery, by registered or cer
tified mail, of the form. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO TRANSFEREE (BUYER) 

1. The buyer (transferee) of a firearm will, in every instance, personally 
complete Section A of the form and certify (sign) that the answers are true 
and correct. However, if the buyer is unable to read and/or write, the 
answers may be written by other persons, excluding the dealer. Two per
sons (other than the dealer) will thon sign as witnessess to the buyer's 
answers and signature. 

*U.L _",_lit Prlllllllll otn .. , 1'._ll~,,"_ 
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2. When the transferee (buyer) of a firearm Is a corporation, company, 
usociation, parlnei'Shlp or other such business entity, an officer authorized 
k> act on behalf of the bWness wftl compIate and sign Section A of the form 
and attach a written statement. executed under peooIties of perjUIY, stating 

(a) that the firearm is being acquired for the use of and wi" be 
the property of that business entity, and 

(b) the name and address of that business entity. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO TRANSFEROR (SEllER) 

1. Should the buyer's name be "legible the seller shaft print the buyer's 
name above the name printed by the buyer. 

2. The transferor (seller) of a firearm will, In every instance, complete Sec
tion B 01 the form. 

3. if more than one firearm is involved, tho identification required by Sec
tion B, Items 9 through 13, must be provided for each firearm. The lden
tification of the firearms transferred In a tr'8n8aCtion which covers more then 
one weapon may be on a separate sheet a. paper which must be attached 
to the form covering the transaction. 

4. The transferor (seller) of a firearm In a contIguous-State or norKMlr-the
counter transaction must foIward by registered or certified mail (return 
receipt requested) the copy of the form to the chief law enforcement officer 
a the tr8llllleree'.~ .. ~ of IBIideoce. The.tran6feror must delay 
shipment or delivery of the firesnn lor a ~ of at least 7 days following 
receipt of the post office notification on the acceptance or non-acceptance 
of the envelope. The transferor will retain as a part of the records required 
to be kept by 16 U.S.C. 921~, the original form with evidence of the 
receipt or rejection of the notification forwarded to the !:hie! law enforce.. 
ment officer of the transferee's locality of residence. 

5. The transferor (seller) of the firearm is responsible for determining the 
lawfulness of the transaction and for keeping proper records of the transac
tion. Consequently, the transferor should be familiar with the provisions of 
16 U.S.C. 921~ and 16 U.S.C. Appendix 1201-1203, and the Federal 
firearms regulations, TrtIe 2:7, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 178. 

6. After you have completad the firearm transaction, you must make the 
completed, original copy of the ATF F 4473, Part II part of your permanent 
firearms records including any supporting documents. Filing may be 
chronological (by date), alphabetical (by name), or numerical (by transac
tion serial number), so long as all of your completed Forms 4473, Part II are 
filed in the serne manner. 

DEFINITIONS 

1. Contiguous-stsfe Transaction-The sale or other disposition of a rifle or 
shotgun to the resident of a contiguous State which has enacted legislation 
permitting residents of that Stale to purchase rifles or shotguns outside tho 
State. 

2. Non-over-thfH:ounter Transaction-A mail-order transaction, or other 
transaclion, .... -here the transferee (buyer) does not appear In person at the 
transferor's (seller's) premises. In either cass, the sale is to a resident of the 
Slate in which the transferor's (seller's) premises is located. 

3. PubNshed 0ninB1lC8S-The publication (ATF P 5300.5) containing 
State firearms laws and local ordinances which is annually distributed to 
Federal firearms licensees by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms. 

ATF F"73 ~ PART I 12-861 
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must fill out and mail to the ATF district office a "Report of Multiple Sale or Other 
Disposition of Pistols and Revolvers" (Exhibit 4). Until May 19, 1986, dealers were also 
required to keep records of ammunition purchases (McClure/Volkmer Reform Bill S.49). 
The records of firearm dealers are audited and inspected by ATF. 

The acquisition and disposition records of the manufacturer, importer, wholesaler, and 
dealer are kept at the place of business. When ATF traces a firearm, the business 
provides ATF with information from its records. Because of the need for continuity in the 
keeping of records to produce a successful trace, the regulatory office of ATF requires 
that manufacturers, wholesalers, and dealers keep disposition records of the firearms 
which they receive and ·sell. When ATF inspects a firearm business, it makes sure these 
records are kept and that they are filled out correctly.9 

The following information must be recorded by the manufacturers, importers, and dealers: 

a Manufacturer: The type, model, caliber or gauge, and serial number of each 
complete firearm manufactured, as well as the date of the manufacture. Also, a 
record of disposed firearms, which includes the quantity, type, caliber or gauge, 
serial number, and the name, address, and license number of the licensee to 
whom the firearms wer!3 transferred, and the date of the transaction. 

a Wholesaler/ Importer: Quantity, type, manufacturer, country of manufacture, 
caliber or gauge, model, serial number, name, address, and license number of the 
licensee to whom the firearms were transferred, and the date of the transaction. 

a Dealer: The name of the manufacturer and/ or importer, as well as a description 
of the firearm including the model, serial number, type of action, caliber or gauge, 
and the date received, as well as information pertaining to the person who buys 
the firearm. The information on the purchaser of the firearm is written on form 4473 
(see Exhibit 3), and contains the name, address, and a physical description of the 
buyer. The dealer must then fill out the lower portion of the form, which states that 
the buyer has satisfactorily identified himself. 

90n May 19, 1986, the Firearm Owners' Protection Act was signed into effect by President 
Reagan. See Bibliography. 
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Exhibit 4 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 

REPORT OF MULTIPLE SALE OR OTHER 
DISPOSITION OF PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. This form is to be used by licensees to report al~ transactions in which an unlicensed 
person has acquired two Of more pistols and/or revolvers at one time or during five 
consecutive business days. 

2. A separate form is to be submitted for ea~h such person. 

3. The report is to be submitted to the ATF Law Enforcement Office for your area not later 
than the close of business on the day that the mUltiple sale or other disposition occurs. 
See State Laws end Published Ordinances-Firearms, for the office nearest your 
business premises. 

4. Complete Items 1 through 7, fold, seal with tape, affix postage and mail. 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE 

This request is in accordance with the Peperwork Reduction Act of 1980. The information 
requested on this form documents certain sales or other dispositions of handguns for law 
enforcement purposes. The information is used to determine if the buyer (transferee) is in-
volved in an unlawful activity, or is a person prohibited by law from obtaining firearms. The 
information requested is mandatory and required by statute (18 U.S.C. 923(g». 

~--------------------------(Fold on this line) 

1. TRANSFEREE'S NAME (Buyer) (Last, first, middle) 

2. RESIDENCE ADDRESS (Number, street, city, State, ZIP code) 3. DATE OF 
BIRTH 

4. TOTAL SOLD IN FIVE DAYS 

REVOLVER 

PISTOL 

5. NAME & ADDRESS OF LICENSEE MAKING REPORT 6. DATE 
(Hand stamp may be used) 

7. FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE NUMBER 

ATF F 3310.4 (7.a3) 
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Municipal Firearm Registration Data 

Although there is no state requirement that firearms be registered, some cities do require 
firearm owners to register their firearms. Two such cities in Illinois are Chicago and 
Peoria. Information on the number of legally owned firearms is available from these cities. 

Chicago 

The Gun Registration Office of the Chicago Police Department has records of firearms 
purchased from ATF-registered dealers in the city. Each Chicago firearm dealer is 
required to submit a registration form for each firearm sale. Beginning in May, 1968, all 
Chicago residents were required to register their firearms (City Ordinance Ch.11.1-1 to 
11.1-17, see Appendix 4). If a firearm is purchased in the city, the dealer is required to 
submit a registration form (Exhibit 5) to the Gun Registration Office. 

The Gun Registration Office of the Chicago Police Department can tabulate summary 
statistics about the number of firearm registrations by month and by type of weapon, from 
1968 to the present. 10 Weapons are classified as revolver, rifle, shotgun, pistol, or other 
(usually antiques). From this, the total number of firearms registered in a given month or 
year, or the total number of the different types of firearms registered in a year, can be 
determined. 

Other data sets in the Gun Registration Office of the Chicago Police Department include 
four computer files maintained by the Chicago Police Department. The master file and the 
history file pertain to the registration records and to records established through the 
transfer of a firearm, and are kept by the gun registration staff. In issuing a firearm 
registration, the staff also uses the individual record (IR) arrest file and alias fife, to 
determine if the applicant has ever been arrested. 

Peoria 

Since the mid-1960s} Peoria has required the registration of handguns (City Ordinance 
Sec. 41-13) It also requires that firearm dealers register each sale. Peoria's municipal 

lOThe Gun Registration Office was previously a section of the Chicago Comptroller's Office. 
However, in 1982 the responsibility for maintaining gun registration files was transferred to the 
Ch1cago Police Department. Thus, it is now referred to as the Gun Registration Section of the 
Chicago Police Department. Sergeant Tony Figlioli was in charge of gun registration from its 
inception until the Chicago Police Department took over the responsibility. From 1982 to 1987, 
Lieutenant Don Lappe was in charge. 
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A FIREARMS REGISTRATION 
CITY OF CHICAGO/DEPARTMENT OF POLICE 

Exhibit 5 - DATE REGISTERED ' 
DAY MONTH YEAR, 

REGISTRATION NO. yyy FIREARM SERIAL NO. MAKE/MANUFACTURER 

._.-------- ---7ARRELLENGT>:i'MO-DEL--
_ 00 NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS! INE 

WEAPON TYPE PRESENT CHICAGO GUN 
REGISTRATION NUMBER 

:::11. REVOLVER 

02. RIFLE 

::3. SHOTGUN 

04Spl~,l(5tUTOMATIC .: 

!:-;C~A~L~I-;:B;-;:E:-;R:;-/-;;:;G:-:A:;-;U'7G=E-;-I;-L7L-. ';:F71 R=E-::A-;R::-:M:-:-;O:::W=NC;:E::-:R~I-;:, D:;-.-=N70:::-. -~ ~ Z _l::"'-':c..-___ _ 
i 

29. OTr-IER (Descr>oe) 

AP-PLlC.!>.NT·S BUSINESS ADDRESS , B US I N E S S PHON (SOC-I A-L-S'E='C""U-,:cR-1 "'T""y""'N O. 

I 

NAME OF APPLICANT (LAST.FIRST·M.I.) DRIVERS LICENSE NO.' STATE 

HOME PHONE ClMALE ::JFEMALE: 
I I _____________________ ~l~~~~ ____ ~-rl __ ~[J~O~R~G~A~N~I=Z~A~T~I=O~NI 

CITY· STATE· ZIP CODE , DATE OF BI RTH " '--WHITE OBLACK i 
I DAY MO. Y "'. I 

I ' COTHER I 

HOME ADDRE';S (STREET) 

Du.s. CITIZEN DOTHER (Specify) 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE DATE 

x 

CPD·31.562 (Rev. 3/85) 

INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE 

TYPE OR PRINT IN BLACK OR DARK BLUE INK 

FOLD AT PERFORATIONS 

8 FIREARMS REGISTRATION APPLICATION 
CITY OF CHICAGO/DEPARTMENT 0 ... POLICE 

• DATE REGISTERED REGISTRATION NO. 
'DAY MONTH YEAR _ 

F RE RM SER A NO I MAKE MANUFACTURER I A I L , 

'NEAPON TYPE 

=1. REVOLVER ::4. ~rl4'6tUTOMATIC 
;:]2. RIFLE =9. OTHER (DeSCribe) 

=3. SHOTGUN 

APPLICANT'S BUSINESS ADDRESS 

NAME OF APPLICANT (LAST·FI RST·M,I.) 

HOME ADDRESS (STREET) 

Du.s. CITIZEN DOTHER (Specify) 
APPLICANT'S SiGNATURE 

x 

i 
00 NOT 

BARREL LENGTH MODEL----· 

CALIBER/GAUGE ILL. FI REARM OWNER I.D. NO. 

---. -. 
BUSINESS PHONE SOCIAL SECURITY NO. 

-DRIVERS LICENSE NO.' STATE 

I HOME PHONE i 

I i 
I DATE OF BIRTH I I QA'f" l1li0. 1'~. 

I 

DATE 

27 

CMALE CFEMALE 

;:]ORGANIZATION 

C::WHITE C::BLA(.'K 

rOTHER 

ARE YOU A PEACE 
OFFICER? 

DYES DNO 

, 
i I , 

I 

I 

WRITE 'ABOVIZ THIS LINE 
PRESENT CHICAGO GUN 
REGISTRATION NUMBER 

L... ____________________________________________ . ________ ------

, 



code regarding firearms is given in Appendix 3. (See Exhibit 6 p. 29 for a copy of Peoria's 
Gun Registration Form). 

Firearm Confiscation Data - Chicago 

In Chicago, firearms seized by the police as illegally owned or used in a crime, or that are 
found or turned in, are categorized as "confiscated." Most firearm confiscations are the 
result of weapons violations, such as unlawful use of a weapon or failure to register. The 
number of confiscated weapons gives some idea of the number of illegally owned 
firearms. 

Since 1938, the Firearms/Toolmarks Unit of the Crime Laboratory Division of the Chicago 
Police Department has recorded detailed information on each confiscated firearm (Exhibit 
7), including tI'le recovery address and type of location, the related offense type (if any), 
the type of firearm, the date and time of confiscation, and a firearms control number. The 
firearm control number identifies a firearm allowing the Crime Laboratory to match test 
results. 

The Firearms/Toolmarks Unit also carries out scientific tests on the firearm and records 
the results (see Exhibit 7). The victim's name and the technician's initials are recorded for 
every firearm that was fired, and for all firearms associated with incidents involving a 
firearm in which someone was injured or there was property damage, even if the firearm 
may not have been fired. Approximately 9,000 weapons are test fired every year and, 

\' 
when possible, compared with an "open case file" dating from 1955. This file contains 
evidence, such as bullets, recovered from scenes of crimes, and is used by police to 
solve crimes many years after they were committed. Results from the Firearms/ 
Toolmarks laboratory are kept for five years, except for tests pertaining to results of 
homicide cases and in cases involving the shooting of a police officer, which are kept 
indefinitely. 

Stolen Firearm Data 

A study by the National Institute of Justice (NIJ, 1981) concluded that stolen handguns 
are a major source of firearms used in crimes nationwide. 11 In Illinois, information on 
stolen and recovered firearms is available from the Law Enforcement Agencies Data 
System (LEADS), from detailed property crime data collected and maintained by the 
Illinois State Police, and from data maintained by individual police departments and 

llThe National Institute of Justice, (NIJ, 1985), also conducted a survey of incarcerated felons to 
determine where offenders obtained the firearms they used in committing their crimes. 

28 



Exhibit 6 

PEC~;A POLleE: CEPA~TMENT 

. Daily Report of Ccncealf:Jble Weapons Transaction 

SECTION A - SiATEMENT of TRANSFEREE or BUYER 
----~--------------------------------------1. Transferee's (buyer's) name (last. first. middle) 2. Legal Address (number, street. city, state, ZIP) 

2. Helgnt 13. We'gh' 4. Date of Bi rth S. Sexl R'lce 16. Drivers License No. 

I 
7. Social Security No. 

S. Certificatian 01 r,;msfert!'!l (guyer/-an untrutilful answer may 
subiect YOU to cflminlilJ IJrosllcution. Each qUIIstion must bll answllred 
"'" til a I'IIS or no. 

a. Are YOU under Indictment in any court for a crime ou",shable by 
Irrnmsonment for a term exceeding one year? _____ _ 

b. Have YOU been convicted in any court of a crime ou",shable by 
ImOf! sonment for a term exceeding one year? (Note: The actual 
sentence given bV the Judge does not matter-a yes answer IS 
ne<:essary " the ludge could have given a sentence ot more 
than one year.l_-____ _ 

Co Are you a fugitive from lustice? ___ _ 

Transferee's (buyer's) signature 

SECTION 8· S1 ATEMENT GF TRANSFEROR or SELLER 

On tile basis of: (1) Chtt statem"nts in Saction A: (2J til. Vfltilication 
01 idl!Jtltily notl1d in Sl1CtJon S ilfId (31 til. informstion in tilil current 

9. Type (pistol. etc.) 110. Model 

15. ~.13nufacturer 116. Finish color 

\18. Name of BUSiness 

d. Are you an unlah'fuJ user ot. or addicted to. marlnuana or a d! 
pressant. stimulant. or narcotic dru9? _____ _ 

e. Hal/e you been adiueicated mentally defe<:tive or have 'IOU eVE 
been CCImIltted to a :.:""tal InstltutJoo? ____ _ 

I h,1feby certify tilat tiltt answer;: to tiltt abovtl at. trutl ami correct.. 
understand that a o/lrson who anslvers anv 01 tile above autlstions I 
tillS aflirmative is prohlbittld by toeal OrdinaneB lram purehaSln 
and/or proSSBSSlfig a firearm. I alSI) understand that /hll making ~ 

any lalsa oral or .,.,,,Utm statement or Che IIIChlbltJn" 01 any falstl ~ 
misretJrl1stlnted identification with rBstJaet /0 tilis transaction is 
aimll Dun/mabie ~ a mlsdemlllllfOI. 

Date and Time of appl icatlon 

Date and Time of weapon transfer 

fist of PubliShed OrdinlUlces. it is my belief /hat it is not unlawfu 
fOl me to sell. deliVfll'. or och.-"':'ise disDtJSII 01 til. firearm descrloe 
below tD Ih. {Mtst1tt idtHItififld in Section A. 

\13. Caliber 114. Se".' No. 

117. IHinOIS Firearm ID No. (Buyer. transferee, 

\19. Name of employee making transfer 

ReqUired Thumbprint 
IPnlir'" r,.."v "nl,,\ 1. "'" entries mus[ De In Ink or [ypewrllten. All slgna[ures must bo! In Ink. 

2. All entrl!S must be legible. 

• J. Completed form! snould be mailed or delivered 10 the police Stalion at the end 01 ~acn worlung' 
day. 

4. Thumoorlnts sl10uld be the right thumb when possible. Alwav.s Indic3[e which tnu:no I s being. 
printed. 

5. If more than one Itrearm 15 Involved. the Informallon in Secllon 3. item! 9 tnru I G. ,,"USI :Je 
provided filr ~3cn firl!arm. 

I 



FIREARMS RECEIPT & WORKSHEET 
CRIME LABORATORY DIVISION/CHICAGO POLICE 

.JFFENSE.I NCI DENT 

Exhibit 7 RD NO 

·1 UCR CODE 

I I 

SECONDARY CLASSIFICATION 

"iICTIM/CASE NAME ADDRESS OF OCCURRENCE ! LOC. CODE i BEAT OCC. 

, 
;NVESTIGATING OFFICER NAME STAR NO. I DATE OF OCCURRENCE-TIME UNIT OF INV 

DATE RECEIVED RECEIVED FROM 

"'·~PE ';lAKE 

3ERIAL \00 

JTHER "'0 

',IODEL NO I CALIBER ,GAUGE 

CAPACITY BARREL LENGTH 

I 

IMPORTER 

I I 
, LOCATION 

LOCATION 

i CLASS CHARACTERISTICS 

I FINISH 

, 
I UNIT 

FUNCTIONAL OTHER FIR ARMS ON THIS INVENTORY FIREARMS NO. 
I 

I RELATED RD NO. 

I "ES '\10 YES 
:JTHER EVIDEI'lCE 

RECEIVED BY 

ALL EXHIBITS RETURNED TO 

ALL EXHIBITS RETURNED TO. 

'1ETURNED BY 

-, - " AUTO HAMMERLESS: _ :ENTER FIREI LJ LOADING 

:: NO 

STAR NO. 

STAR NO 

STAR NO. 

, 

i UNIT 
I 
I 
I TIME 
I 

I " I 0 LEVER ~ SWING OUT I ACTION 

-, HAMMER 
...J TYPE : C RIM FIRE L..... FULL AUTO :J BREAK OPEN I 0 PUMP ACTION 

I 

coNbi rJoN OF BORE 

RESIOUE II'l BARREL 

RESIDUE IN CYLINDER 

SAFETY DEVICE 
:::J HAMMER ~ GRIP 

::J PIN TYPE I 0 BOLT ACTION 
I SHAPE OF BARREL 

i 

GAS FLARES 

o MAGAZINE o FIRING PIN 
'10. TESTS i OPERATING CONDITION 

REMARKS 

J 

, 

,0 E &RPS-DATE IDAY·MO.·YR.I I DATA PREPARED BY 

j 
CPD·33.400 ,Rev. 5 BS) 

30 

IDATE (DAY·MO.·YR.) 

DATE (DAY·MO.·YR.) 

o BLOW BACK 

o GAS 
OPERATED 

ACTION 
o DOUBLE 

EXTRACTOR 
I C.l PRESENT 

EJECTOR 
o PRESENT I SHAPt: OF t-IKING PIN 

o SINGLE 

o ABSENT 

o ABSENT 

ROTATION OF CYLINDER 
o RIGHT 0 LEFT 

o TRIGGER o THUMB 

z-n 
!=Jl> 

I 

DATE (DAY·MO.·YR.I 

Zll 
OD 

I 

I 
i 
I 
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sheriffs' offices. 

LEADS 

LEADS keeps a file of stolen and recovered firearms for Illinois. From this file, it is possible 
to extract information about individual reporting agencies or cities, such as Chicago, or 
groups of agencies by ~erritory, such as Illinois excluding Chicago. Thus, it is possible to 
determine the number of firearms reported stolen by Illinois law enforcement agencies 
each month, along with the number of firearms recovered each month. The definitions 
used by LEADS are the following: 

o Stolen Firearm: a firearm reported to LEADS by the law enforcement agency 
having jurisdiction where the firearm was stolen. 

o Recovered Firearm: a firearm that has been found, confiscated, or seized by a 
law enforcement agency and entered into the LEADS system. This number can be 
larger than the number of stolen firearms, since it also includes firearms that were 
confiscated. 

The Illinois State Police collects detailed information on property crimes from each 
jurisdiction in Illinois. For example, the number of stolen firearms known to the police can 
be determined by the reports submitted to ISP. There are three ways in which a firearm 
can be stolen-through robbery, burglary, or theft. These offenses are defined below.12 

o Robbery: A person commits robbery when he or she takes property from the 
person or presence of another by the use of force or by threatening the imminent 
use of force. 

o Burglary: A person commits burglary when he or she knowingly or without 
authority remains within a building, house trailer, watercraft, aircraft, or motor 
vehicle as defined by the Illinois Vehicle Code, railroad car, or any part thereof, 
with intent to commit a felony or th~ft. 

o Theft: A person commits theft when he or she knowingly 
(a) obtains or exerts unauthorized control over property of the owner 
(b) obtains by deception control over property of the owner 
(c) obtains by threat control over the property of the owner 

• 

12Definitions from Crime in Illinois 1986, pp. 20, 40, 49. 
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(d) obtains control over stolen property knowing the property to have been 
stolen by another or under such circumstances as would reasonably induce 
him to believe the property was stolen, and: 
(1) Intends to deprive the owner permanently of the use or benefit of the 

property; or 
(2) Knowingly uses, conceals, or abandons the property in such a 

manner as to deprive the owner permanently of such use or benefit; 
or 

(3) Uses, conceals, or abandons the property knowing such use, 
c0t:lcealment or abandonment probably will deprive the owner 
permanently of such use or benefit. 

Police Department Data 

Data on stolen and recovered firearms may also be available from individual law 
enforcement agencies. For example, when a firearm is confiscated by the police in 
Chicago, the serial number is entered into the NCIC computer as well as the LEADS Hot 
File, by the Detective Division of the Chicago Police Department, to determine if the 
firearm has been reported stolen to any law enforcement agency in the country. If NCIC 
records the firearm as stolen, the Chicago Police Department will notify the department 
that originally reported the theft. The police department that recovered the firearm will then 
send a standardized form describing the make, model and serial number to the reporting 
agency. 

The Chicago Police Department's Detective Division also maintains a lost and stolen file, 
which is used by the Chicago Gun Registration Office to check that a firearm being 
registered is not stolen. The file contains a list of firearms, with serial numbers, reported 
to the Chicago Police Department as stolen or discovered by it to be lost or stolen. In 
general, this list includes only firearms reported to the Chicago Police Department as lost 
or stolen, although the department can search the NCIC and the LEADS computer files 
for a particular firearm if the department has the manufacturer, the model, and the serial 
number. 

Bordua Survey Data 

FOlD cardholders are not required to disclose the number of firearms they own, and there 
is no statewide firearm registration requirement. Therefore, the only way the number of 
firearms in Illinois can be estimated is through a survey of Illinois residents, such as the 
surveys conducted by David Bordua. 
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Firearm Tracing 

The National Firearms Tracing Center of the United States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms is able to do a "full history trace" on a firearm. This means that an individual 
firearm usually can be traced to the manufacturer or importer, then to the wholesaler or 
retailer, and then to the buyer. Since 1972, ATF has provided firearms tracing services to 
all federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies, as well as to international law 
enforcement agencie·s. Any law enforcement officer, agency, or office may request a 
firearms trace. ,In 1986, ATF traced 30,000 firearms with 22,500 positive traces or 
complete traces. 13 

HON to Obtain the Data 

Firearm Dealer Data 

Records of firearm purchases are kept at the dealer's place of business. If the business 
is sold or closes, the owner must send all completed forms to the nearest ATF regulatory 
office. For more information, contact one of the ATF offices listed in Appendix 1. 

Municipal Firearm Registration Data 

Chicago 

It is possible to obtain summary stat.istics, with no identifying characteristics of individuals, 
from the Data Systems Division of the Chicago Police Department. First, permission must 
be obtained from the Chicago Police Superintendent to have the department's computer 
staff do a special run. There is a nominal charge for this service. 

The Gun Registration Office of the Chicago Police Department can also search the files 
for records of each registration, according to the name of the owner, registration number, 
or the serial number of the gun. The system is not programmed to search for any other 
fields. Because the Gun Registration Office considers both the name of the owner and the 
serial number of the gun to be privileged information, it allows no one except Gun 
Registration staff to have access to the files. 

13Personal communication with Gerard H. Rudden, Chief, Public Affairs, Department of the 
1 reasury-Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, May 3, 1988. 
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The Gun Registration Office's files are large. There are currently more than 250,000 guns 
registered. Although there are only a few hundred new registrations each month, there 
are a large number of re-registrations each year. In 1987, for example, more than 200,000 
guns had to be documented. 14 Because the system was computerized in 1984, 
information obtained after 1984 is stored in the City of Chicago computer system for Gun 
Registration staff use. Microfilm is still used by the staff, however, to obtain information 
prior to 1984. All the old (paper) registration forms have been saved and are used as a 
source of firearm registration information. Nothing is destroyed. 

The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority has a computer file that contains the 
aggregate number of new firearm registrations in Chicago, by month, from 1968 to 1991. 
This file contains the number of firearms registered by type: revolver, rifle, shotgun, pistol, 
and other (usually antiques). 

Peoria 

Registration records before 1979 are paper records (See Exhibit 6, above). Because of 
space limitations, many of these have been put in storage and are not easily accessible. 
All registrations since 1979 have been entered into a computer file. Because of budget 
and personnel constraints, the Peoria Police Department has not beeli able to enter the 
earlier registrations. 

There is, as yet, no program to extract information from the computer files. Although it 
would be possible to make a complete list of the records on the file, this list would include 
information identifying individuals, and the Peoria Police Department would, therefore, limit 
access to the list. An extraction program, which the department plans to write, would 
permit the efficient extraction of data without individual identifiers, as well as a search for 
a particular serial number or name. 

Firearm Confiscation Data 

Chicago firearm confiscation data are maintained in paper files - logbooks - that are 
extensively cross-referenced. AlttlOUgh the Firearms/Too/marks Unit has begun 
computerizing the information contained in these logbooks, they will continue to keep 
written records as a backup to the computer for a/l the firearms they process. 

14ChicagQ Sun Times, February 9, 1988, p. 51. 

34 



The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority maintains a file of the number of firearms 
confiscated by the Chicago Police Department. This information was compiled for the 
Authority by the Firearms/Too/marks Unit, by month, from 1965 to 1991. 

Stolen Firearm Data 

LEADS 

A law enforcement agency can access information for a specific firearm directly, through 
a LEADS terminal, by providing the serial number and the manufacturer of the weapon. 
Researchers can obtain aggregate data (without individual identifiers). A written request 
must be approved by the LEADS Administrator of the lliinois State Police (address in 
Appendix 1). 

A file containing aggregate monthly totals of LEADS information was provided by.LEADS 
and the Information Services Bureau of the Illinois State Police under a special request 
to the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority. For "stolen firearms," the file has 
complete information for the "State of Illinois Exciuding Chicago," by month, from January 
1970 to Dec_ember 1991. For Chicago, stolen firearm figures are complete from January 
1978 to December 1991. For "recovered firearms," the Authority file contains partial figures 
for "State of Illinois Excluding Chicago" from 1969 to 1977, and complete data from 
January 1978 to December 1991. For "Chicago," there are complete fiJures for "recovered 
firearms" from January 1978 to December 1991. 

Illinois State Police 

Statewide information for Illinois property offenses in which a firearm was the object of a 
theft is available in the annual ISP publication, Crime In Illinois. This publication contains 
summary statistics, such as "Annual Burglary Analysis by Property Type," from which it 
is possible to get information regarding firearms stolen through burglary, the time of day 
the offense took place (day, night, or unknown), the total number of offenses, the total 
number of firearms taken, as well as th~ dollar values stolen, recovered or destroyed. 
Similar information is available for robbery, theft, and burglary from a motor vehicle. 
Comparable data are published in Crime in Illinois beginning in 1975. 

ISP publishes yearly stolen firearm statistics for the state as a whole in Crime in Illinois, 
b'ut ISP computer files also contain monthly data for each Illinois jurisdiction. To get 
information about a particular Illinois law enforcement agency's reports of firearm theft, 
contact ISP's Division of Forensic Services and Identification (address in Appendix 1). 
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Chicago po/ice Department 

Information pertaining to the origin of firearms confiscated by the Chicago Police 
Department that were determined to be stolen is accessible to researchers. In order to 
have access to these records, permission must be obtained from the Superintendent 
(address in Appendix 1). However, CPO has compiled some information on stolen 
firaarms, from LEADS data, for the Authority. For a discussion of this information see How 
to Use and Interpret the Data: Stolen and Recovered Firearm Data: Chicago Police 
Department, page 57, below. 

Bordua Survey Data 

The data sets that David Bordua has collected through his surveys of Illinois residents are 
available from Professor Bordua directly, or can be examined in the various studies and 
reports that use the data (see Bibliography). However, because of space constraints, 
some of the information has been edited or eliminated. The data are also available on 
computer tape. For more information about the survey data, contact Professor Bordua 
(address in Appendix 1). 

Firearm Tracing 

A member of the general public cannot request a firearm trace. Only a law enforcement 
officer, agency, or office can request a firearms trace. However, ATF has conducted 
studies of the histories of handguns used in crime (ATF 1976a, 1976bj but also see Brill, 
1977). 

How to Use and Interpret the Data 

Firearm Dealer Data 

Prior to the revision of the definition of "firearm dealern in 1986, dealer statistics were not 
I 

a good indicator of gun availability. People who were not dealers would apply for licenses 
in order to get their names on catalog mailing lists and to obtain dealers' discounts. In 
1986, the definition of nfirearm dealer" was changed to exclude individuals who are not in 
the firearm business who simply wanted to buy firearms at wholesale prices. The number 
of dealers since 1986 gives at least some indication of firearm availability. 

In 1980, ATF estimated there were more than 6,000 registered deale,rs in Illinois and 8,192 
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in 1988.15 According to ATF's more recent estimate, as of July 18, 1990, there were 
8,240 federally licensed dealers in Illinois. 16 

Chicago Firearm Registration Data 

The number of firearm registrations in Chicago has fluctuated greatly since registration 
was first required in 1968 (Table 8). In order to interpret and understand Chicago firearm 
registration data, users must understand the changes in the law regarding firearm 
registration in Chicago; the recording procedures used by the Gun Registration Office of 
the Comptroller's Offic.e before the law changed; and how gun registration cards are 
issued. 

Changes in Firearm Registration Law in Chicago 

Laws enacted in April 1982 limited the types of firaarms that can be registered in Chicago 
(for details of the law regarding the registration of firearms in Chicago, see Appendix 3). 
Under the new law, the only handguns that can be legally owned by civilians in the city 
of Chicago are those that were registered prior to October 1, 1983-the effective date of 
the law. No new handgun registrations were issued after April 9, 1982, and all handguns 
that had been registered prior to the new law had to be re-registered before October 1, 
1983 (the original deadline of May 30 was extended). The only firearms that have been 
registered since October 1983 are rifles or shotguns, handguns that had been registered 
previously or those transferred to police officers, and handguns owned by police officers 
or members of other exempt professions. (For a list of types of persons who can still 
register handguns in Chicago, see Appendix 4.) 

The deadlines for registration caused a large increase in the number of firearms, 
particularly handguns, registered in April 1982 and from January 1983 to May 1983 
(Figure 1). The number of handgun registrations did not decline to zero following the 
stricter registration laws, because people exempt from the act were still able to register 
their handguns. Also, people who were legally registered prior to the effective date can 
still re-register their handguns if they do so before the registration expires. Registered 
firearms must be re-registered every two years. 

15Eric A. O'Neal, Disclosure Specialist, Department of the Treasury-Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms. Letter received July 18, 1990. 

16Ibid. 
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Prior and Current Recording Procedure 

When the Chicago Police Department took over the operation of the Gun Registration 
Office from the Comptroller's Office in 1982, it discovered that duplicate files existed for 
many registered firearms. Under the Comptroller's Office's system, when a registered 
firearm was registered again by a new owner it was assigned a new number and a new 
file, but the old file for that firearm was not removed from the active records. Because of 
this, before 1982 the estimate of "currently" registered guns ((87,000 in the 1980 edition 
of this report) was not a true figure; it counted many guns more than once. 

When the Chicago Police Department began running the office, it developed a new 
system for registering firearms. Under the new system, when a firearm is registered it is 
given a number that stays with that firearm permanently. Compare the Chicago Police 
Department's gun registration form (see Exhibit 5), to the Comptroller's Office registration 
(Exhibit 8). On the comptroller's form, there was only one registration number (XIX), which 
identified the individual who owns the gun. 

Under the Chicago Police Department's registration procedure, the individual is given a 
new number (A), but the firearm keeps its previous registratie,tl number (XS). Because the 
number of people registering firearms just prior to the deadline of the new law (see Rgure 
1) was overwhelming, the Chicago Police Department could not implement all of these 
changes immediately. Initially, it continued to use the Comptroller's Office's system, 
because the forms for the new registration system were not yet available and the major 
concern was to get all the new registrants recorded. Because many of the new registra
tions were of firearms that had been previously registered to a different owner, many 
duplicate registration records continued to be created. Thus, the figures for 1981 and 
1982 should still be interpreted with caution. 

Matching Guns with ONners 

The Chicago Gun Registration forms (see Exhibits 5 and 8) include information on the gun 
and on the owner. It is possible to match guns with owners an9 to do a historical trace 
of the ownership of the firearm, since each time the firearm is re-registered in the city or 
transferred,' the firearm is given the same registration number. The transfer of a weapon 
generates a history file. As long as the firearm stays registered in Chicago, it is possible 
to determine all the people who had owned the same gun. 
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Table 8 
chicago Firearms: New Registr&tions 

*Chicago Police 

Time Period 
May 31, 1968 
May-Dec., 1968 

1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982* 
1983 
1984 
19&5 
1986 
1987 
1988 

'1989 
1990 
1991 

Department began issuing gun 

Number Added 
323,000 

49,100 
19,698 
22,238 
23,837 
22,955 
24 f 692 
24,796 
26,433 
23,212 
20,449 
18,368 
17,259 
18,635 
21,862 
59,387 

130,688 
9,914 
5,818 
6,403 
6,032 
5,602 
4,272 
5,550 
5,664 

registration 

Source: Data systems Division, chicago Police Department 

Firearm Confiscation Data 

cards. 

In order to understand the firearm confiscation data, it is important to understand and 
take into account the mix of firearms confiscated (handguns and long guns); the jurisdic
tion or geographical region the confiscated firearms come from; the effect on the data of 
firearms that are turned in; and the effect on the data of changes in firearm registration 
laws. 

The Firearm/Toolmarks Unit records the following information for each firearm confiscated 
and examined in the crime lab (see Exhibit 7): 

o Where the firearm was recovered, including the address and "beat" of the 
occurrence, and a specific type of location. 
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o The type of offense. The weapon is classified as having been received as the 
result of one of 23 types of offense or non-offense situations. This classification is 
the s~me as the classifications of the Illinois Uniform Crime Reports Offense Code. 

o Identification numbers for cross-referencing the firearm, the victim, and the 
incident, and for matching these to district files. The master number is called the 
firearms control number and is engraved on the firearm when it is received. If the 
firearm is received more than once, it is engraved with a new number each time. 
The unit has received firearms that it had confiscated and engraved thirty years 
earlier. 

o The names of all people who have handled the firearm, from the technician who 
examines the firearm to the officer to whom the firearms are returned to use as 
evidence in a case. This is used as both an internal control as well as to establish 
a chain of evidence. 

o All identifying characteristics of the firearm, including type, make, model number, 
serial number, caliber/ gauge, capacity, barrel length, finish, as well as the importer 
of the firearm, its location, and whether or not the firearm is functional. 

As Figure 2 shows, the number of firearm confiscations in a typical month in Chicago rose 
steadily from about 500 per month at the beginning of 1965 to over 1,600 a month at the 
beginning of 1974.17 After that, confiscations in a typical month dropped to about 1,000 
in 1985, ther1 rose again to 1,700 at the start of 1991. 

Most firearm confiscations are the result of the gun being owned illegally-for example, not 
being registered. As can be seen from Tables 9, ~ a, ii, and 12 the largest percentage 
of confiscations in 1981, 1988, and 1990 resulted from weapons violation charges. In 
1981, almost 48 percent of all confiscations were for weapons violations. In 1988, almost 
45 percent and in 1990 over 53 percent were f~)r weapon violations or criminal damage. 
Criminal damage probably did not make up a large number of confiscations, because in 
1981, when these offenses were reported separately, there were only 55 criminal damage 
confiscations compared to 7,951 weapons violation confiscations. 

The second largest category, firearms confiscated in an assault or battery offense, 
account for about one-sixth of all confiscations. Assault and battery confiscations rose 

17In the graph of the monthly confiscation data, Figure 2, the dark straight lines superimposed 
on the figure are a "lihe segment fit." Calculated by linear spline regression, a line segment fit 
describes the general pattern of the data over time. For more information, see Block, 1983. 
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from nearly 16 percent of all weapons confiscated in 1981 to nearly 19 percent in 1988, 
but declined to 14 percent in 1991. In 1991, about 11.6 percent of all confiscations came 
from firearms being turned-in or found, an increase from 6 percent in 1981. Confiscations 
for "vice" (primarily drug violations) accounted for 10 percent in 1981, while drug-related 
firearm confiscations were 17 percent in 1988 and 12 percent in 1989. 

Table 9 
Firearms Confiscated, by Offense, 1981 

chicago Police Department 

Offense Type Ca) Number of Firearms 

Code Number Percent 

000 Death investigations 517 3.10% 
100 Rape 43 .30% 
200 Robbery 615 3.70% 
300 Battery and assault 2,637 15.90% 
400 Burglary 257 1. 50% 
500 Theft 524 3.20% 
600- Auto theft 4 .02% 
700 Arson 0 .00% 
730 criminal damage to property 55 .33% 
740 Weapons violations(b) 7,951 47.80% 
750 Sex offenses 9 .05% 
800 Vice 1,670 10.00% 
890 other criminal offenses 885 5.30% 
998 Misc. and noncriminal offenses (c) 1,032 6.20% 
999 Internal affairs investigation (d) 419 2.50% 

Total Firearms Confiscated 16,618 100.00% 

a. As recorded by the investigating officer. 
b. For example, unlawful use of a weapon, failure to register. 
c. Includes turn-ins and found weapons. 
d. Investigation of a police officer's gun. 

Source: Firearm/Toolmarks Unit, Chicago Police Department 

Type of Firearm 

Although many types of guns are confiscated (pistols, revolvers, rifles, sawed-off 
shotguns, shotguns, B.B. guns, toy guns, zip guns), there are two major classifications: 
long guns (shotguns and rifles) and handguns. The majority of firearms confiscated by 
the Chicago Police Department are handguns (fable 13). The Firearm/Toolmarks Unit 
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Table 10 
Firearms Confiscated, by Offense, 1988 

(As Generated by Computer system) 

Offense Type 

Homicide 
Robbery 
Sex offenses (includes prostitution) 
Burglary 
Theft 
Narcotics 
Assault and battery 
Accidental death or injury 
suicide or attempt 
Weapon violations (includes criminal damage) 
Lost/found/turned in 
Liquor violations 
Miscellaneous 

Total Firearms Confiscated 

Number of 

Number 

210 
353 

14 
141 
139 

2,548 
2,868 

87 
132 

6,702 
1,422 

40 
332 

14,988 

Firearms 

Percent 

1. 40% 
2.36% 
0.01% 
0.94% 
0.93% 

17.00% 
19.14% 

0.58% 
0.88% 

44.72% 
9.49% 
0.27% 
2.22% 

100.00% 

Source: F-irearm/Toolmarks Unit, chicago Police Department 

Table 11 
Firearms Confiscated, by Offense, 1990 

(As Generated by computer system) 

Offense Type 

Homicide 
Robbery 
Sex offenses (includes prostitution) 
Burglary 
Theft 
Narcotics 
Assault and battery 
Accidental death or injury 
suicide or attempt 
Weapon violations(includes criminal damage) 
Lost/found/turned in 
Liquor violations 
M1scellaneous 

Total Firearms Confiscated 

Number of Firearms 

Number Percent 

239 
549 

53 
156 
195 

2,359 
3,047 

105 
1.14 

10,584 
2,061 

24 
184 

1. 21% 
2.80% 
0.27% 
0.68% 
0.80% 

12.00% 
15.50% 

0.54% 
0.58% 

53.80% 
10.48% 

0.12% 
.94% 

19,670 100.00% 

Source: Firearm/Toolmarks unit, chicago police Department 
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Table 12 
l?irearms Confiscated, by Offense, 1991 

(As Generated by Computer System) 

Offense TY12e Number of Firearms 

Homicide 
Robbery 
Sex offenses (includes prostitution) 
Burglary 
Theft 
Narcotics 
Assault and battery 
Accidental death or injury 
suicide or attempt 
Weapon violations(includes criminal damage) 
Lost/found/turned in 
Liquor violations 
Miscellaneous 

Total Firearms Confiscated 

Number 

244 
563 

52 
14 

161 
2,430 
3,172 

114 
117 

12,794 
2,621 

31 
347 

22,660 

Percent 

1.10% 
2.50% 
0.23% 
0~O6% 
0.71% 

11.00% 
14.00% 

0.50% 
0.52% 

:'0.09% 
11.60% 

0.14% 
1.50% 

100.00% 

Source: Firearm/Toolmarks Unit, chicago Police Department 

provided the information in Table 13 as part of a special request for this report. In each 
year from 1983 through 1985, handguns made up 83 percent of the total number of 
firearms confiscated. In 1991 and 1990, handguns made up 82.3 percent compared to 
80.3 percent in 1989. Long guns made up 17.6 percent in 1991 and 18.8 percent in 1989 
(0.93 percent of the firearms confiscated in 1989 were classified as "Other"). 

Table 13 
Types of Firearms Confiscated by C.P.D. 

Year Total Number of Confiscations 

1983 12,582 
1984 12,363 
1985 11,713 
1986 *' 
1987 * 
1988 * 
1989 17,106 
1990 19,670 
1991 22,660 

* Data not available for these years 

Handguns 

10,389 
10,260 

9,641 

* 
* 
* 

13,736 
16,211 
18,658 

(S3%) 
(S3%) 
(83%) 

(SO%) 
(82%) 
(S2%) 

Source: Firearms/Toolmarks Unit, chicago Police Department 

46 



Jurisdiction of Firearm Confiscations 

Until December 1975, the Chicago Police Department processed confiscated firearms for 
all of northern Illinois, because there was no state firearm laboratory. Therefore, the 
number of confiscations before and after January, 1976, are not comparable to each 
other, unless confiscations outside of Chicago are subtracted from the pre-1976 figures. 

Actually, confiscations outside of Chicago represent only a small portion of the total 
number of confiscations. In 1965, for example, only 220 (3.2 percent) of the 6,840 
confiscated firearms w~re received from areas outside of Chicago, and another 20 were 
received from federal agencies. 

Turn-Ins 

The firearms processed through the Firearm/Toolmarks Unit include not only those 
confiscated in connection with an offense or a violation of a weapons law (such as 
unlawful use of a weapon, or lack of proper firearm registration), but also firearms "turned 
in" by citizens to the police. Currently, there are few turn-ins, but in the year before the 
city's firearm registration law went into effect in June 1968, there were a considerable 
number (Table 14). In that month, 62.8 percent of the 1,975 confiscations were 
attributable to weapons turned-in or found. 

As Table 14 shows, in 1968 there were a total of 13,845 firearms processed through the 
Firearm/Toolmarks Unit. Of these, 3,355 were turned-in. The number of firearms turned 
in represents 24 percent of all firearms recovered by the Chicago Police Department in 
1968. However, in the first six months of 1969, only 3 percent of firearms processed were 
turned-in, compared to 25 percent in the first six months of 1968. In 1981, the proportion 
of firearms recovered through miscellaneous and non-criminal offenses (code 998), which 
include turn-ins, was only 6.2 percent of the total number of firearms recovered by the 
department (see Table 9). In 1988 and 1990, 9.5 percent and 10.5 percent of confiscated 
firearms were lost, found, or turned in (see Tables 10 and 11). In 1991, there were 2,621 
or 11.6 percent firearms that were lost, found or turned-in. 

Effects of 1968 Registration Law on Confiscations 

The majority of firearm confiscations following the implementation of firearm registration 
arose out of weapons violations, including failure to register. This is one reason that 
confiscation totals in 1965 and 1966 (Table 15) are much lower than in later years, after 
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Table 14 
Effect of Firearm Registration on Weapons Confiscated as 

Turned-In 

Numbe- of Firearms 

other Total 
Date Turned-In Confiscations Confiscations 

1968 
January a a 1,075 
February a a 909 
March -.ft a 939 
Total 45 2,878 2,923 

April 40 967 1,007 
May 514 959 1,473 
June 1,241 734 1, 975 

Total 1,795 2,660 4,455 
Total Jan to June 1,840 5,538 7,378 

July 885 1,827 2,712 
August 165 859 1,024 
September 199 746 945 

Total 1,249 3,432 4,681 

October a a a 
November a a a 
December a a a 

Total 266 1,520 1, 786 
Total July to Dec 1,515 4,952 6,467 

Total 1968 3,355 10,490 13,845 

1969 
January a a a 
February a a a 
March a a a 
April a a a 
May a a a 
June J.1 807 820 

Total Jan to June 163 5~233 5,396 

a=Information not available. 

Source: Firearms Identification Unit, Chicago Police Department 

the registration requirements that took effect in mid-i968. Firearm confiscations were 
lower, on average, in the early 1980s than in the late 19705, despite the implementation 
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of more stilngent registration requirements in 1982 and 1983 (see Figure 2 p.45 above). 
However, from 1985 to 1990, they rose more than 50 percJnt. 

Table 15 
Number of Firearms confiscated 

by the Chicago Police Department (excluding turn-ins) 

1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981* 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 

Number of Firearms 

. 6,840 
7,908 

10,105 
10,490 
10,944 
13,315 
14,213 
14,561 
16,918 
18,867 
20,551 
18,330 
18,010 
17,443 
18,233 
17,461 
16,618* 
14,686 
12,582 
12,363 
11,713 
12,516 
12,602 
14,955 
16,973 
19,473 

Source: Firearm/Toolmarks unit, chicago Police Department 
* Note: The figures for the years 1981-1990 may include firearms 
turned in. 

Interpreting Stolen and Recovered Firearm Data 

LEADS 

LEADS data pertaining to stolen firearms include the number of firearms that were 
reported to LEADS as stolen ("records entered"); the number of firearms removed from 
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the "hot files" because they were recovered or were no longer associated with an open 
case ("records canceled"); and the number of firearms that are either still missing or still 
being kept by the law enforcement agency ("active records"). The number of active 
records is the difference between the number of records entered (stolen) and the number 
that are canceled (recovered). 

The number of firearms listed in LEADS files as recovered in Chicago (fable 16) is not 
necessarily the same as the number of firearms listed as confiscated by the Chicago 
Police Department (see Table 15). Many firearms are received by CPO as the result of a 
non-criminal offense, and therefore are not entered into LEADS. Also, when a firearm is 
missing a serial number, there is no way to check it against the LEADS file. In such 
cases, the Chicago Police Department does not enter it into LEADS. 

Table 16 
Stolen and Recovered Firearms in Chicago and 

Illinois Excluding chicago 

chicago Ill. Excluding Chicago 
Year stolen Recovered Stolen Recovered 

1978 3,966 1'3,993 5,190 137 
1979 3,920 14,366 5,331 88 
1980 3,737 12,745 5,744 48 
1981 3,463 12,660 5,075 33 
1982 2,651 11,330 4,898 217 
1983 2,384 9,919 4,076 209 
1984 1,649 9,171 3,474 210 
1985 1,702 8,228 3,614 216 
1986 1,618 11,629 3,664 333 
1987 1,359 11,714 3,695 31. 7 
1988 1,388 12,868 4,21.9 364 
1.989 1.,265 14,197 4,143 364 
1990 1,335 16,117 4,066 404 
1991 1,394 17,199 3,673 410 

, 
Source: Law Enforcement Agency Data Systems, Illinois State police. 

According to LEADS, although slightly more firearms are stolen in the rest of Illinois than 
in Chicago, far more firearms are recovered by the Chicago Police Department than by , 
the rest of the state's law enforcement agencies combined (see Table 16). For example, 
in 1978, fewer firearms were reported stolen in Chicago than in the rest of Illinois, but 102 
times as many were recovered. This is accounted for, partially, by firearms stolen outside 
of Chicago that are recovered in Chicago. For example, in 1987, 24 percent of the 
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firearms confiscated or recovered in Chicago had been stolen elsewhere. Also, part of this 
difference is the result of the stringent ownership laws in Chicago, which lead to a high 
number of guns being confiscated for not being legally registered. 18 Even so when the 
7,951 firearms confiscated for all weapons violations (see Table 9) are subtracted from 
the 12,660 firearms recovered in Chicago in 1981 (see Table 16), the remaining 4,709 
recovered firearms is still more than the total stolen in Chicago in 1981, and 143 times as 
high as the 33 recovered in Illinois excluding Chicago. 

Although the total number of firearms reported stolen to LEADS in Illinois fell 41 percent 
from 9] 156 in 1978 to 5,408 in 1989, the number reported stolen in Chicago fell much 
faster. There was a 68 percent decline in Chicago between 1978 and 1989, versus a 20 
percent decline in the rest of Illinois. Again, part of the decline may be due to a reluctance 
of a gun-owner to report a gun as stolen, if it was not registered. Therefore, the 
proportion of all Illinois firearms that were stolen outside of Chicago increased steadily 
over the years, from 57 percent in 1978, to 65 percent in 1982, to 73 percent in 1987 and 
77 percent in 1989. 

The. number of stolen firearms reported to LEADS in a typical month in Chicago declined 
from about 300 in 1981 to about 150 ;n mid-1984, and has fluctuated around 150 per 
month since then. Because the first of a number of laws limiting the legal registration of 
handguns was passed in 1982, the decline may be due to the reluctance of people to 
report the theft of an unregistered gun.19 On the other hand, the decline of stolen 
firearms in LEADS data may be the result of a decrease in own~rship and a correspond
ing reduction in the supply of firearms that can be stolen. It could also simply be due to 
a decrease in the ttleft of firearms. 

The number of firearms reported stolen also declined in the rest of Illinois (except 
Chicago) during the same period (Figure 3). Therefore, the Chicago decline apparently 
was not due to a change in Chicago, but to a change that occurred statewide. However, 
the decline outside of Chicago began a year earlier than the Chicago decline and lasted 
from 1980 through 1986. Further, there is some indication of an increase in 1987. 

I 

The number of recovered firearms in Chicago peaked in 1986 and 1987 (Figure 4). The 
extremely high numbers in those months are the result of the Chicago Police Department 

' 18Phone conversation with Bill Firth, Law Enforcement Agencies Data Systems, April 5, 1988. 

19 All new handguns had to be registered under the old system before April 9, 1982. AU handguns 
already registered under the old system had to be re-regif;tered under the new system prior to October 
30, 1983. The deadline was later extended from October to May. Conversation with Deloris Jance, 
Chicago Gun Registration Office, April 14, 1988. 
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Figure 3 

Stolen Firearms in Chicago and 
Illinois minus Chicago 
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destroying a large number of guns that they had been holding, which had not been 
reported previously to LEADS. In 1991, 1.7,199 firearms were recovered in Chicago, 
reaching an all time high and an increase of 6.4 percent from 1990. Those extremes do 
not appear in the Chicago Police Department confiscation data (see Figure 2). 

Illinois State Police 

Information on stolen firearms has been included since 1975 in ISP's annual report Crime 
in Illinois, which has been published since 1970. This information is categorized by type 
of weapon (handgun, rifle, shotgun, military, and other) and includes the number of 
offenses, the total number of firearms taken and the total dollar value of the guns stolen. 
The total dollar value, divided by the total number of firearms stolen gives the average 
value of each firearm stolen. The average number of firearms stolen per offense can also 
be calculated. Table 17 summarizes the available information for 1975 through 1990. 

Because of changes in the methods the Chicago Police Department used to report crimes 
to ISP, the Chicago crime data are presented separately from the rest of the state's 
statistics in Crime in Illinois for the years 1982, 1983, and 1984. For those years, only 
summary theft data-which do not specify the number or particular types of firearms 
stolen-are available for Chicago. The total value of all firearms stolen is, however, 
presented for Chicago in 1983 and 1984. 

Chicago Police Department 

The Chicago Police Department maintains paper files of the National Crime Information 
Center (NCIC) "hits" at its Detective Division headquarters, going back to 1972. The file 
for each firearm contains a report of the NCIC hit. If the firearm was reported stolen by 
another agency, the file also will contain a copy of the form that was sent to that agency 
by the Chicago Police Department. Similarly, if another agency recovered a firearm that 
was stolen from Chicago, the file would contain copies of the theft report and the report 
sent to the Detective Division by the recovering agency. 

Unlike LEADS data for stolen firearms, these data show how many firearms were stolen 
in a particular area and also how many were recovered and where they were recovered. 
For example, 12,602 firearms were confiscated in Chicago in 1987. The 1,043 that were 
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Figure 4 

Recovered Firearms in Chicago and 
IIlincJis minus Chicago 
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Table 17 
Average Value of Handguns Stolen Through Burglary 

Total Handgun Number Average 
Year Burglary Burglary of Handguns Total Value Value 

Offenses Offenses stolen 

1975 143,402 1,146 3,296 $443,876 $134.67 
1976 121,803 976 2,793 $423,800 $151. 74 
1977 121,292 1,218 2,683 $402,495 $156.02 
1978 124,489 987 2,865 $424,305 $148.10 
1979 131,607 1,109 3,248 $553,077 $170.26 

*1980 ------- ----- -------- -------
1981 132,105 1,321 3,023 $716,092 $236.88 

**1982 92,253 927 4,021 $459,617 $114.30 
**1983 89,156 875 2,455 $493,328 $200.95 
**1984 78,795 752 2,395 $532,828 $222.48 

1985 129,517 734 2,264 $618,837 $273.33 
*1986 ------- ----- -------- -------

1987 130,256 636 1,847 $427,133 $231.26 
1988 129,884 640 1,904 $485,655 $255.07 
1989 125,533 688 2,414 $586,105 $242.79 
1990 120,335 700 2,351 $622,377 $264.73 

-* 1980 ~ 1986 data are not included here, because the figures are 
questionable. 

** Illinois excluding chicago 

Source: Crime in Illinois 1975-1989 

NCIC hits included the following: 20 

o 700 reported stolen in Chicago and recovered by the Chicago Police Depart
ment. 

o 257 reported stolen by another agency and recovered by the Chicago 
Police Department. 

o 86 reported stolen in Chicago and recovered by another police department. 

Thus, the majority (67.1 percent) of those stolen firearms that were recovered by the 
Chicago Police Department in 1987 (NCIC hits) actually were stolen in Chicago. Only 
about 24 percent of the stolen firearms confiscated or recovered by the Chicago Police 

20Information provided by Detective John Doyle, Bureau of Investigative Services, Chicago Police 
Department, May, 1988. . 
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Department in 1987 had been stolen elsewhere. However, as Table 18 shows, the 
percentage of CPD-recovered firearms that had been stolen outside of Chicago has 
steadily increased since 1987. In 1990, 40 percent of the 1,383 NCIC hits had been 
reported by another agency. 

Table 18 
NCIC Hits for chicago Police Department 

1987 1988 1989 1990 

Reported stolen in Chicago 700 631 679 769 
and recovered by CPO: 68% 63% 58"" 56% 

Reported stolen by another 257 305 408 552 
agency and recovered by CPO: 24% 30% 35% 40% 

Reported stolen in Chicago and 86 73 84 62 
recovered by another agency: 8% 7% 7% 4% 

Total NCI C hits: 2' 1,043 1,009 1,171 1,383 

Source: Information provided by Chief John T. stibich, Detective 
Division, chicago Police Department 

Because the location (name of the city and state) of the agency that reported the stolen 
firearm is on the form that records each hit, NCIC hit information could be used to 
determine the origin of firearms that were recovered in Chicago but stolen elsewhere. 
However, to find the origin of stolen firearms categorized in this manner would be an 
arduous task, requiring the search of paper files to determine the location of the theft and 
the location of the recovery. 

Bordua Survey Data 

Each of the three Bordua surveys provides an estimate of the number of firearms owned 
(and the number per capita) in Illinois. However, because of the limited sample size, the 
Bordua sample survey data cannot provide estimates for any individual city or county in 
a given year. except Chicago and Cook. To address this problem. Professor Bordua in 
1988 combined all three samples to arrive at estimated figures for the 1976 to 1981 
period. From this larger sample size (2,267 cases), he was able to produce baseline 

21An NCIC rut occurs when the serial number and model of a recovered firearm is entered into 
the NCIC system through LEADS and is identified by the computer as a firearm that has been 
previously entered into the NCIC system as stolen. 
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estimates of a number of variables regarding firearm owners and the number of firearms 
owned by Illinois residents in an estimated year, 1978. Even though the combined sample 
is not large enough for reliable estimates of firearm ownership in individual counties, it is 
large enough for estimates of the following regions: 

chicago 
cook: Cook County minus Chicago. 
chicago SMSA: The Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area minus 
Cook County. 
Northwest: Boone, Carroll, DeKalb, JoDaviess, Lee, Stephenson, 
Whiteside, Winnebago counties. 
The Chicago SMSA: Cook, DUPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will 
counties. 
West Central: Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Henry, Knox, Mc Donough, 
Mercer, Rock Island, Warren counties. 
North Central: Bureau, Grundy, Kendall, LaSalle, Marshall, McLean, 
Peoria, Putnam, Stark, Tazewell, Woodford counties. 
West South Central: Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Cass, Greene, Jersey, 
Macoupin, Morgan, Pike, Schuyler, Scott counties. 
south Central: Christian, DeWitt, Logan,. Macon, Mason, Menard, 
Montgomery, Moultrie, Sangamon, Shelby counties. 
East Central: Champaign, Clark, Coles, Cumberla1n, Douglas, Edgar, 
Ford, Iroquois, Kankakee, Livingston, Piatt, Vermilion counties. 
Metro South: Bond, Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Randolph, st. Clair, 
Washington counties. 
Wabash South: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, 
Lawrence, Marion, Richland, Wabash, Wayne, White counties. 
Deep South: Alexander, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jackson, Jefferson, Johnson, Massac, Perry, Pope, Pulaski, Saline, 
Union, Williamson counties. 

Professor Bordua in 1988 estimated the number of firearms per region by dividing the 
total number of each kind of firearm in the sample households in each region and dividing 
it by the number of sample households in that region (Table 19). He then multiplied this 
average number per sampled household by the total number of households in that region, 
obtained through the U.S. Bureau of the Census for 1981. These regional estimates were 
then totaled to give the estimate for the state. To estimate the number of firearms per 100 
persons Bordua used 1980 U.S. Census figures for all adults over 18 years old for each 
region (Table 20).22 

Tables 19 and 20 show that, although the largest numbers of firearms owned are 
concentrated in the Chicago SMSA, the highest rates of ownership are in other regions, 
especially West South Central (134.83 guns per 100 people over age 18), Wabash South 
(71.51 guns per 100 people over age 18), and Deep South (69.69 guns per 100 people 

22The Bordua sample was limited to respondents aged 18 or older. 
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Table 19 
Estimated Number of Firearms in Illinois 

by Region, 1918 

Region Handguns Rifles Shotguns All Guns 

chicago 223,142 104,692 73,306 401,140 
Cook 204,084 194,756 152,058 550,898 
chicago SMSA 173,877 237,221 268,741 679,839 
North west 72,021 163,595 151,725 387,341 
west Central 37,626 92,361 98,123 228,110 
North Central 147,306 187,662 163,993 498,961 
West Central So 100,674 120,313 123,467 344,454 
South Central 49,898 149,991 143,707 343,596 
East Central 39,711 98,918 116,320 2'54,949 
Metro south 79,387 133,708 160,956 374,05l. 
Wabash South 13,523 65,373 90,611 169,507 
Deep South 71,595 77,558 84,875 234,028 
Illinois Total 1,212,844 1,626,148 1,627,882 4,466,874 

Source: Bordua Survey Data, combined data for 1976, 1977, 1981. 

Table 20 
Estimated Firearms per 100 Adults in Illinois by Region, 1918 

Region Handguns 

Chicago 
Cook 
Chicago SMSA 
North west 
West Central 
North Central 
West Central South 
South Central 
East Central 
Metro South 
Wabash South 
Deep South 
Illinois Average 

7.43 
9.08 
9.40 

12.11 
8.54 

20.21 
39.41 
10.0S 
.6.67 
12.54 

5.71 
al.32 
13.54 

Rifles 

3.48 
8.66 

12.83 
27.51 
20.96 
25.74 
47.09 
30.29 
16.62 
21.12 
27.58 
23.10 
22.08 

Shotguns 

2.44 
6.76 

14.53 
25.52 
22.27 
22.50 
48.33 
29.02 
19.54 
25.42 
38.23 
25.27 
23.32 

All Guns 

13.35 
24.50 
36.77 
65.14 
51. 76 
6S.44 

134.83 
69.39 
42.83 
59.08 
71.51 
69.69 
58.94 

Source: Bordua Survey Data, combined data for 1976, 1977, 1981. 

over age 18). Table 20 also shows that regions other than Chicago and Cook County 
have higher ownership rates for rifles and shotguns than for handguns. In contrast, 
Chicago and Cook County have higher ownership rates for handguns than for long guns. 
For example, Chicago has an ownership rate of 7.43 handguns per 100 people over age 
18 compared to rates of 2.44 for shotguns and 3.48 for rifles. In contrast, the \,vest 
Central region, which has a handgun ownership rate close to Chicago's (8.54), has 
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ownership rates of 20.96 for rifles and 22.27 for shotguns per 100 people over age 18. 

Table 21 describes the number of firearms per owner. This information is from a 
combination of the three surveys. The range in numbers of firearms owned is quite large, 
but the concentration of numbers owned is not. Of all firearm owners surveyed, 70 
percent owned three or fewer firearms, and only 3 percent owned 10 or more. However, 
this 3 percent accounted for 20 percent of the total number of firearms. One owner 
surveyed, probably a collector, had 77. Even though this one owner made up only 0.22 
percent of the firearm owners in the survey, his guns accounted for slightly more than 5 
percent of the total number of firearms counted in the surveys. 

Table 21 
Number of Firearms owned by owning Respondents; Illinois 1978 

Firearms Owners Firearms 
owned No. Percent Cumulative No. Percent Cumulative 

Percent Percent 

1 169 36.58 36.58 169 11. 49 11.49 
2 98 21. 21 57.79 196 13.32 24.81 
3 60 12.99 70.78 180 12.24 37.05 
4 57 12.34 83.12 228 15.50 52.55 
5 21 4.55 87.66 105 7.14 59.69 
6 21 4-.55 92.71 126 8.57 68.25 
7 8 1.73 93.94 56 3.81 72.06 
8 6 1. 30 95.24 48 3.24 75.33 
9 5 1. 08 96.32 45 3.06 78.38 

10 3 .65 96.97 30 2.04 80.42 
11 1 .22 97.19 11 .75 81.17 
12 4 .87 98.05 48 3.26 84.43 
15 1 .22 98.27 15 1. 02 85.45 
16 1 .22 98.48 16 1. 09 86.54 
17 2 .43 98.92 34 2.31 88.85 
20 1 .22 99.13 20 1. 36 90.21 
21 2 .43 99.56 42 2.86 93.07 
25 1 .22 99.78 25 1. 70 94.77 
77 1 .22 100.00 77 5.24 100.00 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 

Source: 1976, 1977, 1981 Bordua Survey Data 

Interpreting Firearm Trace Data 

The success of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms' tracing program depends 
upon the record keeping of manufacturers, importers, wholesalers, and retail dealers. If 
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information has not been accurately recorded at any point in a fV. ' .... :'m's history, the trace 
cannot be continued. For example, if an;" of the information pertaining to the serial 
number of a firearml or the name or license number of the transferee is missing, the ATF 
Tracing Center cannot go any further and will be unable to determine the name of the 
buyer. Occasionally. a trace is stopped when the buyer sold a firearm to someone whose 
name is unknown, or when there is no record of the sale. Sometimes a firearm used in 
a crime will change hands or cross state lines several times without any record of the 
transfer. 
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FIREARMS AND CRIME 

Most of the data available in Illinois on crimes ccmmitted with firearms are offense or 
arrest records maintained by law enforcement agencies, or estimates based on surveys 
of victims. This section briefly reviews the data availabie fiOm reports made by law 
enforcement agencies and surveys of crime victims. 

W17at Data Are Available? 

Illinois Uniform Crime Reports (I-UCR) 

Each of the more than 1,000 Illinois police jurisdictions (sheriffs' offices and police 
departments) keeps records of reported offenses, arrests, and additional information. The 
Illinois State Police collects these data and maintains them in computer files. To ensure 
continuity in the reporting of C?ffenses from this large number of agencies, ISP's Division 
of Forensic Services and Identification has established Illinois Uniform Crime Reports 
(I-UCR) offense and arrests codes, which are used by reporting agencies.23 In addition, 
the Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR) , collected and maintained by ISP since April 
1973, contain detailed information about homicides, such as the specific type of weapon 
used (handgun, rifle, shotgun, or multiple offenders using different types of firearms). The 
Victim-Level Murder (VLM) file contains information on the victim, circumstances, known 
offenders, and information contained in the SHR.24 

Offenses Known to the Police and Arrests 

In Illinois, law enforcement agencies tile Illinois Uniform Crime Reports with the Illinois 
State Police for, among other categories, offenses known to the police and arrests for 
crimes occurring in their jurisdiction. An 'offense is classified as "known to the police" 
when it comes to the attention of law enforcement authoritieS and is not classified as 
unfounded or referred to another jurisdiction. An arrest is defined as the taking into 
custody by law enforcement authorities of a suspect of a crime. , 

2SFor more information about the Illinois Uniform Crime Reports, see the Authority's 
Introduction to Illinois Uniform Crime Reports, May, 1985. 

2·For more information on the SHR and the Victim-Level Murder File, see Miller (1982). 
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There are four violent index crimes that may involve the use of firearms for which various 
I-UCR arrest and offense data are available. 

o Index Murder: The willful killing of a person. Index mllrder also includes 
voluntary manslaughter.' in which a person's death is caused by gross 
negligence of any individual other than the victim. 

o Index Criminal Sexual Assault: All sexual assaults, completed and 
attempted, aggravated and non-aggravated. Until 1984, "rapell was defined 
as the carnal knowledge of a female, forcibly and against her will. On July 
1, 1984, Illinois' sexual assault laws became gender-neutral and the old 
concept of rape was broadened to include many types of sexual assault. 

o Index Robbery: The taking of, or attempt to take, anything of value from 
the care, custody, or control of a person by force or threat of force or 
violence. 

a Index Aggravated Assault: The intentional causing of, or attempt to 
cause, serious bodily harm, or the threat of serious bodily injury or death. 
Index aggravated assault includes aggravated assault, aggravated battery, 
and attempted murder. In Illinois, lIassault" is a threat, while IIbatteryli is an 
actual attack. IIAggravatedli means that serious bodily harm, or the threat of 
serious bodily harm, is involved. 

Victimization Survey Data for Illinois 

There have been separate victim surveys of Illinois regions, as well as a nationwide survey 
(National Crime Victimization Survey) conducted by the U.S. Department of Justice's 
Bureau of .Justice Statistics, which has been re-weighted to represent Illinois. In Illinois, 
there have been victim surveys of Region 20 (southern Illinois counties, also called 
Greater Egypt), Joliet, Peoria, Champaign, and Chicago (see Perrin, 1977, 1979). In 
addition, as part of National Crime Panel surveys of 26 Cities, two surveys were 
conducted in Chicago, in 1972 and 1974 (Block and Block, 1980). 

Begun in 1972 and continuing today, the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) was 
f 

established to create a measure of crime that would be independent of the decisions and 
definitions of the criminal justice system. The NCVS sample design includes abo Lit 

132,000 respondents every six months, making it one of the largest continuing random 
sample surveys ever attempted (Block and Block, 1984). However, because crime 
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(especially serious crime) is a rare event, even this large sample uncovers a relatively 
small number of victimizations. Because of these small numbers, and also because of 
technical probl~ms in weighting the sampled data so that the population is accurately 
represented; estimates of state-level victimization are difficult to determine. However, since 
1985, the U.S. Bureau of the Census has created annual estimates for Illinois. 

The NCVS asks respondents who say they have been the victims of violent crimes (rape, 
robbery, or aggravated assault) what type of weapon, if any, was used. In addition, the 
respondent is asked other questions regarding the crime, such as the following: 

a Whether or not the victim knew the offender 
a The time of the occurrence 
a Whether or not the police were informed 
a The age of the offender(s) 
a The sex and race of the offenders 
a Whether or not the victim attempted to protect him- or herself and if so, 
with what type of weapon 
a If the victim suffered any injuries that required medical attention and, if so, 
the medical expenses 

For a complete list of the questions asked of respondents and what data are compiled 
in the NCVS, see the NCVS Codebook, The National Crime SUNeys: National Sample, 
1979-1985 [Revised Questionnaire J. 

illinois Department of Public Health 

The Illinois Department of Public Health compiles statistics on suicides, homicides, and 
accidental deaths in which a firearm was used. The information the Department of Public 
Health has for deaths caused by firearms includes age, gender, and race of the victims. 
For the address, see Appendix 1. 

HON to Obtain Data on Rrearms and Grime 

Illinois Uniform Crime Reports 

Summary data on offenses and arrests from the Illinois Uniform Crime Reports are 
available from ISP's annual publication, Crime in Illinois. Because it is impractical for 
Crime in Illinois to present all agencies separately, more detailed agency-specific 
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information is available lipon request from the Illinois State Police (see address in 
Appendix 1). The weapon information available from ISP varies from one jurisdiction and 
type of crime to another, between offenses and arrests, and from year to year. 

In addition to municipal and county data available in I-UCR, some offense and arrest data 
are available directly from individual law enforcement agencies. To obtain that information, 
contact the agencies directly. In the following section, we offer specific advice about d~ta 
available for Chicago, 

Municipal Data-Chicago 

Data on index murders in Chicago are published in the Chicago Police Department's 
annual publication Murder Analysis, which contains information on types of firearms used 
in murders. Data on other crimes in Chicago are published in the Police Period 
Summaries, which is available for public use at the Chicago Municipal Reference Ubrary 
(see Appendix 1). The type of weapon for index robbery in the Police Period Crime 
Summary specifies only armed and unarmed robberies, but does not specify the type of 
weapon. However, the Chicago Police Department can provide more specific information 
on request. The Police Period Crime Summary records are generally complete. except for 
some months in 1975 and 1976. However, it is possible to calculate the missing data from 
the information on percent change from the same period in the report from the 
subsequent year or month. 

The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority maintains the Chicago Index Assault 
Data file (CIAO), which was created through the information available in the Police Period 
Crime Summary reports. This CIAO file contains information on the total number of 
aggravated assaults known to the pOlice in each police period from 1965 to 1989, 
categorized by firearm, knifs, other deadly weapon, and personal weapon (fists, feet and 
so on). These data sets are complete for battery, containing all the data points for every 
police period for all years. Periods in wrlich data were missing were calculated from 
information on the percent change from the same period in the subsequent year's report. 
The only weapon ""Eltegory that is not complete is battery committed with a knife, which 
has missing data for 1975 and 1976. The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority has 
also transformed the police period data contained in these summaries into estimated 
monthly data. For a user's guide to these data, see Taylor (1992). 
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National Crime Survey Victimization Data 

Estimates of victimization in Illinois, based on National Crime Victimization Survey data, 
are available on paper at the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority for 1985, 1986, 
1987, 1988 and 1989. These Illinois-specific crime survey data printouts are available for 
use at the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority's library. Information specifically 
on Illinois is not available for years prior to 1985. In addition, some of the more general 
information regarding national data is p~blished in the annual Sourcebook of Criminal 
Justice Statistics and in numerous reports and publications of the National Institute of 
Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics. For example, see the two BJS reports, Report 
to the Nation on Crime and Justice, 1983 and 1988. 

Illinois Department of Public Health 

Data related to firearm suicides, homicides, and accidental deaths can be obtained from 
the Center for Health Statistics of the Illinois Department of Public Health. Summary data 
on mortality rates has been published by the Department of Public Health Mortality from 
Firearms -Among Illinois Residents: 1980-1988. A Vital Statistics Report. The report 
contains information on mortality from firearms among Illinois residents by age and race, 
for the years 1980 through 1988. 

HON to InlBrpret the Data 

Illinois Uniform Crime Reports Offense Data 

I-UCR data on weapons used in the commission of offenses reported to the police varies 
from year to year for Chicago and for the rest of Illinois. Tables 22 (Illinois excluding 
Chicago) and 23 (Chicago) show the years for which firearm data are available-and the 
I-UCR codes under which the data were reported-for violent index offenses for reporting 
agencies in Illinois. "Availability" in these tables mearls that Illinois reporting agencies 
Gurisdictions and sheriff's offices) were required to report thes~ data. All law enforcement 
agencies in Illinois are required to report I-UCR data to ISP eithe-r directly or through the 
sheriff's office of their county. However, the Authority has not checked the completeness 
of reporting of every Illinois law enforcement agency for every year. 

Individual agencies may present unique data problems. One such agency is the Chicago 
Police Department. Because Chicago reporting practices differ from the rest of the state, 
it is necessary to look at the. availability of Chicago data separately from the rest of Illinois. 
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Table 22 

Data Availability of offense with a Firearm 
Illinois Excluding chicago 

Indelt Rape/ Criminal Sexual Assault 

CODE DEFINITIONS 
0211 Firearm 
02lA Agg. Handgun 
0261 1>gg. Handgun 
021B Agg. a/Handgun 
0262 Agg. a/Handgun 
0212 Knife/Ct. 
0263 Agg. Knife/ct. 
0213 other Weapon 
0264 Agg a/Weapon 
0214 other Means 
0265 Agg a/Means 

0220 Attempts 
022A Handgun 
0271 Att. Handgun 
022B a/Firearm 
0272 Att. a/Firearm 
022C Knife/Ct. 
0273 Att. Knife/ct. 
0220 other Weapon 
0228 Str Arm/No Weap 
0274 Att. o/Weapon 
0275 Att. Other Mean 
0281 C.S.A. 
0291 Att. C.S.A. 

INDEX ROBBERY 

CODE DEFINITIONS 
0311 Armed: Firearm 
031A Armed Handgun 
031B Armed: O/Firear 
0312 Knife/ct. 
031J Other Weapon 
0320 stx'ong Armed 

Attempts 
0330 Firearm 
033A Hapdgun 
0338 a/Firearm 
0334 Knife/ct. 
0337 other Weapon 
0340 No Weapon 

72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 
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INDEX ASSAULT 

CODE DEFINITIONS 
0410 Firearm 
041A Handgun 
041B other Firearm 
0420 Knife/ct. 
0430 Other Weapon 
0440 Hands/Fist/Feet 

Aggravated Assault 
0510 Firearm 
051A Handgun 
051B other Firearm 
0520 Knife/ct. 
0530 Other Weapon 

Attempted Murder 
0121 Firearm 
012A Handgun 

Table 22 Cont. 

72 73 74 75 76 77 

012B Other Firearm 

0122 Knife/ct. 1IIIIIIIIIIIIillI~~1I1I1I1I1i1l1l1l 0123 other Weapon 
0124 Hands/Fist/Feet 
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Table 23 

Data Availability of affense with a Firearm 
Chicago 

Index Rape/ criminal Sexual Assault 

CODE DEFINJTIONS 
0211 Firearm 
02lA Agg. Handgun 
0261 Agg. Handgun 
021B Agg. O/Handgun 
0262 Agg. O/Handgun 
0212 Knife/ct. 
0263 Agg. Knife/Ct. 
0213 other Weapon 
0264 Agg a/Weapon 
0214 Other Means 
0265 Agg a/Means 

0220 Attempts 
022A Handgun 
0271 Att. Handgun 
0228 a/Firearm 
0272 Att. a/Firearm 
onc Knife/Ct. 
0273 Att. Knife/Ct. 
0220 ather Weapon 
022E Str Arm/No Weap 
0274 Att. a/Weapon 
0275 Att. ather Mean 
0281 C.S.A. 
0291 Att. C.S.A. 

INDEX ROBBERY 

CODE DEFINITIONS 
0311 Armed: Firearm 
031A Armed Handgun 
031B Armed: O/Firear 
0312 Knife/ct. 
0313 Other Weapon 
0320 Strong Armed 

Attempts 
0330 Firearm 
033A Handgun 
033B o/Firearm 
0334 Knife/Ct. 
0337 Other Weapon 
0340 No Weapon 

87 88 89 90 
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INDEX ASSAULT 

CODE DEFINITIONS 
0410 Firearm 
041A Handgun 
041B Other Firearm 
0420 Knife/Ct. 
0430 
0440 

Aggravated Assault 
0510 Firearm 
051A Handgun 
0519 other Firearm 
0520 Knife/Ct. 
0530 other weapon 

Attempted Murder 
0121 Firearm 
012A Handqun 
012B other Firearm 
0122 Knife/ct. 
0123 other Weapon 
0124 Hands/Fist/Feet 

Table 23 cant. 

87 88 89 90 
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Therefore, Table 22 shows the availability of weapon use data for offenses reported to the 
Illinois Uniform Crime Reports for jurisdictions outside of Chicago, and Table 23 shows 
availability for Chicago by the Chicago Police Department. I-UCR firearm data for murder 
are available beginning in April 1973 for both Chicago and the rest of the state, in the 
Supplementary Homicide Reports (see Miller, 1982). For other violent crimes, specific 
types of firearms are reported beginning in 1983 at the earliest. In fact, for a number of 
crimes, data on firearm use may be absent for some years or difficult to extract from the 
published data. 

In 1983, all violent index crime classifications indicating the use of a firearm were 
expanded from merely indicating that a firearm was used to more specific codes 
indicating whether a handgun or some other type of firearm was used. Although at first 
these differences were shown by "A" or "8" in the code, in 1986 all-numeric codes were 
assigned to indicate whether an offense was committed with a handgun or some other 
type of firearm. 

In order to determine the number of index rape/ criminal sexual assault offenses or index 
robbery offenses, data must exist for completed and attempted crimes. Index aggravated 
assault includes attempted murder, statutory aggravated assault and statutory aggravated 
battery. Index robbery includes robbery and attempted robbery. Index rape includes rape 
and attempted rape. If firearm offense data are not available for one of the index sub
categories, such as attempted robbery, firearm offense data cannot be determined for the 
index crime, such as index robbery. The discussion below lists the years in which 
complete data in these categories were collected by ISP from Illinois law enforcement 
agencies, and what interpretations can be made from the available information. 

Murder 

The most extensive source of information for weapons used in the commission of a 
specific index crime is the Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR). The SHR contain 
detailed information about homicide, such as the specific type of weapon used (handgun, I 
rifle, shotgun, or multiple offenders using different types of firearms). 

SHR data files are difficult to use, however, because victim information is repeated for 
each offender. Thus, if more than one person murders a single victim, the victim 

• information is entered once for each offender, making it appear as though there were 
multiple victims. If two offenders murder three victims, there would be six record'S in the 
SHR. The Victim-Level Murder (VLM) file maintained by the Authority contains all the 
information contained in the SHAs, but is organized so that information occurs only once 
for each victim. VLM data are available monthly from April 1973. The victim level file can 
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thus be used to answer such questions as the number of victims killed with a firearm 
versus some other weapon.25 

Forcible Rape/Criminal Sexual Assault 

Data for the use of firearms during an offense of rape/ criminal sexual assault are available 
for most of Illinois, beginning in 1973. However, index rape/ criminal sexual assault data 
(including attempts) are not available until 1984 (Table 24). 

In 1972, all rapes were recorded under the I-UCR code 0214 ("rape by other means"). 
From 1973 to 1982, all law enforcement agencies except Chicago submitting Illinois 
Uniform Crime Reports to the ISP recorded the offense of rape with a firearm as I-UCR 
Code 0211 (forcible rape with a firearm). Attempted rapes with a firearm were not 
disting~ished from other attempted rapes, but were all reported as "attempted rape,' 1-
UCR code 0220. This format of reporting all firearm offenses under one general firearm 
group was changed in 1983 to provide more specific codes for rape and attempted rape 
with a handgun versus another type of firearm; I-UCR codes 021A or m!2A (rape or 
attempted rape with a handgun) and 021 B or 0228 (rape and attempted rape with other 
firearm). -

Year 

1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 

Source: 

Table 24 
Index Criminal Sexual Assault by weapon-Illinois 

(including attempts) 

Weapon 

Total Handgun Other Firearm Other/None 
Offenses 

4,226 516 (12.2%) 29 (0.7%) 3,681 (87.1%) 
5,412 468 (8.6%) 30 (0.5%) 4,914 (90.9%) 
5,930 497 (8.4%) 42 (0.7%) 5,391 (90.9%) 
5,952 455 (7.6%) 20 (0.3%) 5,477 (92.1%) 
6,087 427 (7.0%) 30 (0.5%) 5,630 (92.5%) 
6,153 470 (7.6%) 32 (0.5%) 5,651 (92.0%) 
6,399 507 (7.9%) 31 (0.5%) 5,861 (91.6%) 

I 

Crime in Illinois 

In 1984, state law changed the crime of rape to criminal sexual assault and broadened 

25For more information on the SHR and the Victim-Level Murder File, see SAC Victim-Level 
Murder File CodeboQk. Technical Manual, Miller & Block, 1982. Murder In Illinois 1973 tQ 1982, 
Miller. December, 1983. Illinois Murder Victim Data 1973 to 1981. Guide to Quality, Availability 
and Interpretation, Miller & Block, April, 1983. 
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the definition.26 This change may have had an effect on the number of sexual assault 
offenses reported overall. In 1986, the I-UCR codes were again changed. I-UCR codes 
021 A and .021 B were changed to 0261 and 0262 for criminal sexual assault committed 
with a handgun or another type of gun, respectively. Codes for attempts with a handgun 
or some other gun (formerly 022A and 0228) were changed to 0271 and 0272, 
respectively. 

The data for rape/ criminal sexual assault committed with a firearm in the I-UCR do not, 
however, permit the calculation of the total number of sexual assaults committed with a 
firearm in all of Illinois, because the Chicago Police Department did not report sexual 
assaults committed with a firearm as a separate category until 1984. From 1974 to 1983, 
Chicago reported all rapes to ISP under the I-UCR code 0214, "rape by other means." 
This caused an artificially high number of reported sexual assaults Mby other means" in 
Illinois for those years. After 1983, since those sexual assaults occurring with a firearm, 
knife, or other weapon were reported separately from the "other means" category, the 
number of sexual assaults with other m~ans is much lower. Therefore, weapon-specific 
data for Illinois before 1984 cannot be compared to later data. 

Attempted Rapel Criminal Sexual Assault 

From 1972 to 1983, there was no I-UCR code for attempted rape with a firearm (see 
Table 22). Instead, all attempts, with or without a firearm, were recorded under one 
general category, "attempted rape," I-UCR Code 0220. In 1983, the I-UCR classification 
for attempted rape was exranded to attempteG rape with a handgun (022A). Attempted 
rape with another type of firearm (0228) was established in i 984 along with codes for 
other types of weapons. In 1986, when the I-UCR changed its category from rape to 
criminal sexual assault, the codes were changed again, to 0271 and 0272. 

Because attempted rapes/ criminal sexual assaults with a firearm were not recorded until 
1984, and index rape/ criminal sexual assault includes attempts, it is not possible to 
determine the number of index rapes/ criminal sexual assaults with a firearm until 1984. 

Robbery 

Completed robbery offenses committed with a firearm, with no distinction between 
handguns and other firearms, were reported to IS? by Illinois law enforcement agencies! 
other than Chicago, from 1973 to 1982 (Table 22). Chicago began reporting robberies 

26For details, see the UCR Bulletin (May, 1985) and Trends and Issues 1989, p. 31 and 34. 
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with a firearm one year later, in 1974 (Table 23). 

In 1983, the codes changed to separate the use of a handgun from any other type of gun 
in the commission of armed robbery-from I-UCR code 0311 (robbery with a firearm) to 
031A (robbery with a handgun) and 031 B (robbery with some other firearm). Chicago also 
began using these more specific firearm codes in 1983. 

According to an analysis by the Authority (Block,1987), the number of index firearm 
robberies known to the police was not significantly affected by the change in reporting 
practices in Chicago (data collection was fairly accurate and complete even before the 
change occurred). However, the recorded numbers of robberies committed with other 
weapons and of strong arm robberies did increase sharply due to the change in reporting 
practices. 

During years in which the codes for firearms were not yet used or established, all 
robberies committed with weapons other than knives, including firearms, were reported 
under the "other weapons" classification. There was a category specifically for knives. In 
Illinois excluding Chicago in 1972, all robbery offenses were recorded under either I-UCR 
codes 0313 (other weapon) or 0320 (no weapon); all robberies committed with a weapon 
were included under the classification of "other weapon." In 1973, when the other 
classifications of weapons were implemented, there was an artificial decrease in the 
number of robberies with "other weapons" due to the separation of robberies with a 
firearm and a knife, which had previously made up a large portion of "other weapon" 
robberies. 

Because the categories for the use of a firearm were expanded in 1983 from simply 
"firearm" to "handgun" and "other firearm," in order to determine the total number of 
firearm robberies from 1983 to 1990, the number of robberies with a handgun must be 
added to the number committed with another firearm. 

Attempted Robbery 

In the I-UCR, attempted robbery with a firearm was not reported separately from 
attempted robberies with other weapons in the I-UCR (see Table 22). Prior to this, all 
attempted robberies with a firearm, knife, or other weapon were entered under the "other 
weapon" category (I-UCR code 0337). In 1975, separate I-UCR codes for attempted 
robbery with a firearm (0330) or a knife (0334) were implemented in Illinois. ISP expanded 
the classifications in 1984 to separate handguns from other guns; from I-UCR Code 0330 
(for attempted robbery with a firearm) to 033A and 033B (for attempted robbery with a 
handgun and some other gun, respectively). 
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The Chicago Police Department did not begin reporting attempted robberies by type of 
weapon (firearm or not) to the ISP until 1984 (see Table 23). When it did begin, however, 
it reported separate categories for attempted robberies with handguns, other firearms, 
knives, other weapons, and no weapons. 

Thus, as for rape, it is impossible to calculate index robbery (which includes attempts) 
with a firearm for all of Illinois prior to 1984. Chicago did not report attempted firearm 
robberies until 1984. Data for Chicago, however, may be obtained from sources other 
than I-UCR. 

Aggravated Assault 

Aggravated assault offenses with a firearm have been reported to I-UCR from all law 
enforcement agencies in Illinois, except Chicago, since 1972. From 1972 to 1982, the 
I-UCR code for aggravated assault with a firearm was 0510. In 1983, I-UCR Codes aSiA 
and 051 B were adopted for the reporting of aggravated assault with a handgun and 
aggravated assault with some other firearm, respectively (see Table 22). 

Chicago did not report statutory aggravated assaults or attempted murder to ISP at all 
prior to 1984, although I-UCR codes (see Table 23) appear to indicate thBt aggravated 
assault data are available. Ali the data under the I-UCR codes for aggravated assault from 
Chicago between 1972 and 1983 are actually aggravated battery.27 The ISP codes that 
indicate that Chicago I-UCR data are not available under the codes used for battery and 
that there are data available for assault are incorrect. In fact, the opposite is actually true. 
In 1984, the Chicago Police Department began reporting battery offenses by weapon 
under the codes for battery, and assault offenses by weapon under the codes for assault. 
Therefore, aggravated assault data are available in I-UCR for Chicago beginning in 1984. 

Because of the extremely difficult and confusing situation for users of Chicago index 
aggravated assault data, the Authority's Statistical Analysis Center has determined the 
validity of a/l available data sets, and compiled assault data files that are consistently 
defined throughout. This Chicago Index Assault Data set (CIAO) is available from SAC on 
request. For documentation, see Taylor (1991). 

Aggravated Battery 

Offense information for aggravated battery with a firearm has been reported under code 

27Telephone conversation with Lt. John Culloton, Research and Development Division, Chicago 
Police Department, December 5, 1988. 
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0410 to I-UCR since 1972 by Illinois law enforcement agencies outside Chicago (Table 
22). In conjunction with the changes in reporting codes for aggravated assault, in 1983 
codes for battery were developed to separate handguns (041 A) from other types of guns 
(041 B). 

Aggravated battery data are available for Chicago from I-UCR under the codes for assault 
from 1972 to 1983. (The user must add "assault" to "battery" to obtain actual aggravated 
battery totals.) Beginning in 1984, the battery data are reported under the 041 A and 041 B 
codes. Thus, to compare aggravated battery offenses over time in Chicago, it is 
necessary to use assault plus battery data for the years 1972 through 1983, and battery 
data beginning in 1984. This has been done in the Authority CIAO files. 

In addition to ISP data for Chicago, battery data are also available from the Cfi/;;ago 
Police Period Crime Summary for 1967 to 1983. In those years, "serious assault" was 
equivalent to "battery." From 1984 to the present, the Chicago police period crime 
summary data on "serious assault" combines both aggravated assault and statutory 
aggravated battery, so that battery figures are not available from that source. However, 
the Authority has obtained battery data from the CPD Data Division for those years. 

Attempted Murder 

Attempted murder with a firearm has been reported to the I-UCR since 1972 by all Illinois 
law enforcement agencies except the Chicago police department. The Chicago police 
department has never reported any attempted murder offenses to the I-UCR. According 
to the department, however, the number of cases in which someone is charged with 
attempted murder in Chicago is very small-10 a year.28 Most offenses that could be 
reported as attempted murder are reported by CPO as an aggravated battery. However, 
since the number of attempted murders in Chicago is so small compared to the number 
of aggravated assaults and aggravated batteries, the exclusion of attempted murder from 
index assault has very little effect on the total figures. 

Index Aggravated Assault 

Index aggravated assault is made up of three types of offenses, statutory aggravated 
assault, statutory aggravated battery, and attempted murder. It is possible to determine 
the number of index aggravated assaults committed with a firearm for Illinois excluding 

Chicago from 1972 to the present. 

28See note 28 also SAC Victim-Level Murder File Codebook. Technical Manual. Miller & Block, 
September, 19-82 
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Table 25 
Chicago Aggravated Battery, by Weapon 

Offenses Known to the Police, 1967 to 1990 

Weapon 

Year Firearm Knife other Total 

1967 2,417 3,702 6,249 12,368 
1968 2,839 5,299 4,173 12,311 
1969 3,145 5,300 4,342 12,787 
1970 3,652 4,708 3,258 11,618 
1971 3,245 4,680 2,970 11,173 
1972 3,483 4,562 3,102 11,147 
1973 4,047 4,601 3,529 12,177 
1974 4,071 4,798 3,433 12,302 
1975 3,569 4,757 3,285 11,611 
1976 2,864 4,201 3,162 10,227 
1977 2,733 4,251 2,584 9,568 
1978 2,531 4,228 2,744 9,503 
1979 2,937 4,417 2,687 10,041 
1980 2,974 3,946 2,525 9,445 
1981 2,464 2,710 1,682 6,856 
1982 2,357 3,167 2,193 7,717 
1983 3,211 4,497 4,742 12,450 
1984 4,539 5,970 8,848 19,357' 
1985 3,686 6,067 9,269 19,022 
1986 4,594 6,651 11,148 22,393 
1987 4,061 6,559 12, '224 22,844 
1988 4,411 6,474 12,899 23,784 
1989 5,522 6,147 13,677 25/346 

Source: CIAO see Taylor 

In Chicago, however, it is not possible to calculate the number of index aggravated 
assaults, since assault data were not reported in the Illinois Uniform Crime Reports prior 
to 1984, and since attempted murder data are still not reported. I-UCR data for Chicago, 
or for total Illinois, that appear to include aggravated assaults and aggravated battery for 
the years prior to 1984 actually include only aggravated battery. 

After 1984, attempted murder was not reported separately in Chicago, most of these 
offenses were reported as aggravated battery. Therefore, index aggravated assault figures 
are meaningful after 1984. , 
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Illinois Uniform Crime Reports Arrest Data 

The definition of an arrest is the taking into police custody of someone believed to have 
committed a crime, regardless of whether or not th~ person is formally charged. 29 

Tables 26 and 27 outline the availability of arrest data that is reported to the Illinois State 
Police in the Illinois Uniform Crime Reports. As with offense data, arrest data regarding 
firearms are not available for all years. Until 1983, there was only one category for the use 
of specific types of firearm. Like the I-UCR offense data, the I-UCR arrest data have 
certain limitations and are available in different forms for different years. 

Rapel Criminal Sexual Assault 

The arrest data for rape/ criminal sexual assault with a firearm have limitations similar to 
those for offense data for rape. In Illinois outside Chicago, arrest data for rapes 
committed with a firearm are available beginning in 1973. In 1972, all arrests for rape in 
Illinois excluding Chicago were categorized as "rape by other means." 

Chicago reported all arrests for rape (regardless of weapon type) under the "other means" 
classification from 1972 to 1984 (Table 27). Although an I-UCR printout of rape arrest data 
for Chicago will have figures for rape arrests by weapon, these are not actual data 
reported by the Chicago Police Department. Instead, they are estimates made by ISP 
using trends in weapon use in rape arrests from other reporting Illinois agencies. Since 
1985, Chicago has reported actual data on weapon use, showing higher knife and firearm 
usa.ge rates than ISP had estimated for the earlier years. Actual data for rape arrests 
involving a firearm are available for Illinois outside Chicago between 1973 and 1984, but 
not for Chicago. 

Attempted Rape 

Arrests for attempted rape with a firearm are not available in Illinois outside Chicago prior 
to 1983, and are not available for Chicago prior to 1984. Before the inclusion of 
categories for attempted rape with a firearm or other weapons, all attempted rapes in 
Illinois excluding Chicago were grouped together under the general category "attempted 
rape" (I-UCR code 0220). Chicago did not report any attempted rapes to the I-UCR prior 
to 1984 (see Table 27). 

, 
Thus, it is not possible to calculate the number of arrests for index rape with a firearm 

29For details, see Trends and Issues 1990, pAl and p.42. 
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Table 26 

Data Availability of Arrests with a Firearm 

Illinois Excluding Chicago 

Index Rape/ criminal Sexual Assault 

CODE DEFINITIONS 

0211 Firearm 
021A Agg. Handgun 

0261 Agg. Handgun 

0218 Agg. a/Handgun 

0262 Agg. a/Handgun 

0212 Knife/ct. 
0263 Agg. Knife/ct. 

0213 Other Weapon 

0264 Agg a/weapon 

0214 other Means 

0265 Agg a/Means 

0220 Attempts 

022A Handgun 

0271 Att. Handgun 
0228 a/Firearm 

0272 Att. a/Firearm 

022C Knife/ct. 
0273 Att. Knife/Ct. 

0220 Other weapon 
022E Str Arm/No weap 

0274 Att. a/weapon 

0275 Att. other Mean 

0281 C.S.A. 

0291 Att. C.S.A. 

Index Robbery 

CODE DEFINITIONS 

0311 Armed: Firearm 

031A Armed Handgun 
0318 Armed: O/Firear 

0312 Knife/Ct. 

0313 Other Weapon 

0320 Strong Armed 

Attempts 

0330 Firearm 

033A Handgun 

033B a/Firearm 

0334 Knife/ct. 
0337 other weapon 

0340 No weapon 

72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 88 89 90 
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Index Assault 

CODE DEFINITIONS 
0410 Firearm 
041A Handgun 
041B other Firearm 
0420 Knife/Ct. 
0430 other Weapon 
0440 Hands/Fist/Feet 

Aggravated Assault 
0510 Firearm 
051A Handgun 
051B other Firearm 
0520 Knife/ct. 
0530 other Weapon 

Attempted Murder 
0121 Firearm 
012A Handgun 
012B other Firearm 
0122 Knife/Ct. 
0123 other Weapon 

:It 

X 

x 

0124 Hands/Fist/Feet~~==~:&~ 

Table 26 cont. 
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Table 27 

Data Availabllity of Arrests with a Firearm 

Chicago 

Index Rape/ Criminal Sexual A5sault 

CODE DEFINITIONS 

0211 Firearm 

021A Agg. Handgun 

0261 Agg. Handgun 

021B Agg. o/Handgun 

0262 Agg. O/Handgun 

0212 Knife/ct. 
0263 Agg. Knife/Ct.. 

0213 other Weapon 

0264 Agg o/weapon 
0214 Other Means 

0265 Agg a/Means 

0220 Attempts 
022A Handgun 

0271 Att. Handgun 
022B a/Firearm 

0272 Att. a/Firearm 

022C Knife/ct. 
0273 Att. Knife/ct. 

0220 Other weapon 
022E Str Arm/No Weap 
')274 

)275 

0281 

0291 Att. C.S.A. 

Index Robbery 

CODE DEFINITIONS 

0311 Armed: Firearm 

031A Armed Handgun 

031B Armed: O/Firear 

0312 Knife/ct. 

0313 other weapon 

0320 Strong Armed 

Attempts 

0330 Firearm 

033A Handgun 

033B a/Firearm 

0334 Knife/ct. 

0337 other weapon 

0340 No Weapon 

77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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Index Assault 

CODE DEFINITIONS 
0410 Firearm 
041A Handgun 
041B other Firearm 
0420 Knife/Ct. 
0430 
0440 

Aggravated Assault 
0510 Firearm 
OSlA Handgun 
051B other Firearm 
0520 Knife/ct. 
0530 other Weapon 

Attempted Murder 
0121 Firearm 
012A Handgun 
012B other Firearm 
0122 Knife/Ct. 
0123 other Weapon 
0124 Hands/Fi?t/Feet~~~~~ 

Table 27 cont. 
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prior to 1984 for Chicago or for total Illinois, because index crimes include attempts. 
Beginning in 1983, it is possible to calculate arrests for index rape with a firearm, but only 
for Illinois outside of Chicago. Prior to 1983, it is not possible to calculate it at all. 

Robbery 

Although I-UCR data for robbery arrests are relatively complete for Illinois outside 
Chicago, the data for Chicago robbery arrests do not include the use of firearms. In 
"Iinois outside Chicago, numbers of robbery arrests classified by weapon are available 
from 1973 on. In 1972, only two I-UCR codes were used for robbery arrests, "other 
weapon" and "no weapon," In Chicago, all robbery arrests are reported under the \-UCR 
code 0313, "other weapon," except for one year, 1972, when robbery arrests for "no 
weapon" were reported. 

Attempted Robbery 

I-UCR has arrest data on attempted robberies in which firearms were used in Illinois 
outside Chicago beginning in 1975, Prior to 1975, all arrests for attempted robbery with 
a firearm were included under "other weapon" (see Table 26). Chicago, on the other 
hand, has never reported any information regarding attempted robbery by weapon (see 
Table 27). Prior to 1975 Chicago has reported robbery attempts committed with a firearm 
as code 0337, "other weapon" in the I-UCR data. Therefore, index robbery data are not 
available for Chicago for those years. 

Index Aggravated Assault 

In order to calculate the number of arrests for index aggravated assaults committed with 
a firearm, it is necessary to have complete data for the three crimes that made up index 
aggravated assault: statutory aggravated battery, statutory aggravated assault, and 
attempted murder, 

o Aggravated Battery: Data pertaining to arrests for aggravated battery involving 
the use of a firearm are complete for Illinois outside of Chicago from 1972 on. 
Chicago, on the other hand, until 1988, reported only the number of aggravated 
battery arrests as "serious assault" or "index aggravated assault." I-UCR allocated 
some of these aggravated battery arrests into the aggravated battery category and 
others into the aggravated assault category. Thus, to obtain Chicago arrest figures 
for aggravated battery, the I-UCR category for battery must be added to the 
I-UCR category for assault from 1972 to 1987. Beginning in 1988, Chicago 
reported both aggravated battery arrests and aggravated assault arrests. 
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o Aggravated Assault: Data pertaining to arrests for the use of a firearm during 
statutory aggravated assault are also complete in Illinois outside Chicago from 
1972 to the present. The Chicago data do not, however, include aggravated 
assault prior to 1988. The arrests listed as "aggravated assault" in I-UCR data 
through 1987 are actually part of the aggravated battery total, some of which were 
mistakenly allocated to aggravated assault by ISP. Beginning in 1988, however, 
I-UCR data for Chicago contain actual aggravated assault arrests. 

o Attempted Murder: Arrest data for attempted murder are complete for all 
weapons, including firearms, in Illinois outside Chicago from 1972 to the present. 
Chicago, however, has never reported any arrests for attempted murder. In almost 
all cases, however, an arrest in which the person is later prosecuted for attempted 
murder is recorded by CPO as an arrest for aggravated battery.30 

How to Interpret Crime Survey Data 

The National C(ime Victimization Survey (NCVS) is a large and extensive continuing 
survey of crime victims in the United States. The survey asks respondents if they were 
the victims of a crime, and collects a multitude of additional information about the circum .. 
stances surrounding the crime, such as the time the crime took place, the perceived age 
of the offender, whether property was taken, the value of any stolen goods, and whether 
any weapon was used, including the use of a handgun or other firearm. Thus, a vast 
amount of information pertaining to the use of firearms in the commission of crimes is 
gathered in the national survey. 

Only some of this detail is available in the specific victimization estimates for Illinois 
derived from the national sample data. Even though the NCVS sample is large, it is not 
large enough for relatively infrequent crimes, such as rape, to be represented adequately 
in state-level estimates. For more frequent crimes, such as robbery, an estimate of the 
total number of robbery victimizations may be possible at the Illinois level, but not detailed 
estimates of robberies with various weapons. 

Definitions 

It is imperative that the definitions used in the NCVS are understood before one attempts 

30Source: A personal conversation between the Authority and Director Ron Manka, Data System 
Division, CPO, on October 18, 1988. 
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to interpret the available data.31 For example, the NCVS definition of assault is not 
necessarily the same as the UCR definition. Listed below are some of the definitions 
needed to understand NCVS data.32 

a Robbery: A completed or attempted theft, directly from a person, of property or 
cash by force or threat of force with or without a weapon. This includes attacks 
involving theft or attempted theft. 
o Assault: An unlawful physical attack, including attempted or threatened attack, 
with or without a weapon. Like the I-UCR definitions, the NCVS definition excludes 
rape and attempted rape, as well as attacks involving theft or attempted theft, 
which are classified as robbery. Simple assault includes attempted or threatened 
attacks without a weapon and attacks that result in less than serious bodily iniury. 
Aggravated assault includes attacks resulting in serious bodily injury as well as 
threats or attempts to inflict bodily injury or death with a weapon. 

The NCVS category "completed aggravated assault with injury" is somewhat 
comparable to the ISP I-UCR categories of attempted murder and aggravated 
battery. The NCVS category of "attempted aggravated assault with weapon" is 
s6mewhat comparable to the I-UCR category, "aggravated assault." The total 
"aggravated assault", is somewhat comparable to the I-UCR category, index 
aggravated assault. However, the correspondence between the NCVS and ISP 
categories is not exact. For example, aggravated battery in Illinois involves any 
attack with a weapon; it is not necessary that the victim be injured. Also, in Illinois, 
an aggravated assault or battery can occur with no weapon under two circum
stances: if the assailant's body is considered a weapon (as in a karate attaCk) or 
if the victim is a teacher or public official. 

o Rape: Completed or attempted unlawful sexual intercourse with a male or female 
through the use of force or the threat of force. Statutory rape (without force) is 
eXCluded. 

o Personal Victimizations: A personal victimization is recorded when a household 
member more than twelve years old indicates that he, or she was a victim of a 
criminal incident. The National Crime Victimization Survey is based on a random 
sample of households. In conducting the survey, the interJiewer asks members of 
the household if they had been the victim of a crime. Only persons aged 12 and 

311n addition to definitions being different, there are many other obstacles to comparing NCVS 
to UCR data. See Block & Block (1984). 

32Definitions from Violent Crime Trends, Bureau of Justice Statistics, November 1987, page 6. 
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older are included in tl1e sample. Household members who are 14 and older are 
asked the questions directly; information pertaining to the 12 and 13 year-{)Ids is 
gathered from an older household member. The weighing used by the NCVS to 
estimate the number of victimizations from the survey responses is different from 
the weighing used to estimate the number of incidents. 

o Incident: A specific criminal act involving one or more victims and offenders. 
Personal crimes that occur during the course of a commercial crime are now 
counted as incidents of personal crime, contrary to previous practice, which 
assumed that such incidents were primarily directed against the business and, 
therefore, were not counted as personal incidents in the NCVS. 

o Victimization: A specific criminal act as it affects a single victim, whether a person 
or a household. In criminal acts against persons, the number of victimizations is 
determined by the number of victims of such acts. Ordinarily, the number of 
victimizations is somewhat higher than the number of incidents, because more than 
one individual is victimized during certain incidents. For example, if someone robs 
two people at the same time, there is one robbery incident but two robbery 
victims. Since two people were robbed, this incident could be included in the 
NCVS sample as two robberies, each with one victim. Ttle incident weighting in 
published NCVS data takes this into account. 33 

o Commercial Crimes: Criminal offenses in which a business or commercial 
establishment is the victim of a crime. This occurs when the commercia! enterprise 
itself loses something of value, such as during a burglary or a holdup. The current 
NCVS does not include commercial crimes. However, personal victimizations that 
occur in a commercial location are included. 

Sample Size and Standard Error: Illinois Weighting 

The National Crime Victimization Survey is a national random sample of households. The 
NCVS-illinois data estimates were derived by the U.S. Depar:tment of the Census from 
Illinois data gathered in the national census. In order to interpret the state estimates of 
NCVS data, one must look at a number of factors, such as the sample size, the weights 
used to estimate total Illinois figures from sampled figures, and the standard error (which 

indicates the precision of the estimate). 

33Definitions from Criminal Victimization in the United States, 1986. U.S. Department of Justice, 
glossary, page 117. 
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Sample Size: The NCVS sampled 6,426 households in Illinois during 1985 and 5,666 in 
1986. The total number of individuals sampled in Illinois was 13,207 in 1985 and 11,701 
in 1986.34 

Weighting Factors: The observations taken in Illinois were weighted to represent all 
persons in Illinois aged 12 and older. This weighting takes into account the population 
distribution in Illinois, and the degree to which certain segments of the population may be 
undercounted in a sample of households. For example, young men are often undercount
ed in a random household sample, and the weighting corrects for this. 

Because the sample size is relatively small, the weighting factors are very large. The total 
number of households in Illinois after weighting was 4,316,966 in 1985 and 4,275,845 in 
1986. Thus, each sampled household observation translates into roughly 672 cases 
(4,316,966/6,426) in 1985 and 755 cases (4,275,845/5,666) in 1986. The totaJ number of 
individual cases (12-year-olds and older) in the Illinois survey was 13,207 in 1985 and 
11,701 in 1986. The weighted number of persons 12 and older in Illinois was 9,297,017 
in 1985 and 9,329,018 in 1986. Thus, each individual observation was equivalent to about 
703 weighted individual observations (9,297,017/13,207) in 1985 and 797 (9,329,018/11,-

701) in 1986. 

Each surveyed individual's responses to questions concerning victimization carries 
considerable weight in the published number of victimization estimates. Exact weights are 
different for each crime, and are not available. However, using the same weight that was 
used for the total population, the total number of estimated Illinois robberies in 1986 
(41 ,470) could have been based on interviews of only about 52 individuals surveyed in 
Illinois who responded that they had been a victim of a robbery.35 Similarly, the total 
number of estimated rape victimizations in 1986 (6,360) may have come from only eight 
people actually interviewed. 

Standard Error: Because NCVS estimates are based on a random sample of households, 
we know that they represent the single best estimate of the actual number of victimiza
tions in Illinois, and that there is a known phance that the real number is higher or lower 
than this best estimate. The standard error is a statistic that provides an indication of the 
precision of that best estimate. . 

, 34Memorandum for Survey Documentation for State Level Data Produced from the 1985/1986 
National Crime Survey--National Sample, Lawrence S. McGinn Chief, Crime Surveys Branch, U.S. 
Department d Commerce, Bureau of the Census. September 30, 1987 and June 14, 1988. 

35This estimate of 52 comes from dividing the total number of estimated robberies by the above 
rough estimate of the total weighting factor for Illinois individuals, or 41,470/797. 
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Technically, a standard error is the standard deviation of the estimate's sampling 
distribution. In other words, there is a known chance that the estimate will fall within a 
certain range around a given estimate. One standard error is similar to one standard 
deviation, in that there is a 68 percent chance that the actual number will fall within a 
range plus or minus one standard error. A two standard error range (plus or minus) gives 
a 95 percent chance interval, and a three-standard error gives a 98 percent chance 
interval within which the estimate will fall.36 

The formula used to calculate the standard errors (S.E.) for the NCVS state estimates is: . 

S • E • =Vax2 +bx 

where: "x" is the estimated number of crimes, and "a" and "b" are parameters specifically 
calculated for Illinois, which ti?lke into account sample size and the state population.37 

The values of the "a" and "b" parameters for Illinois for 1985 and 1986 are the following: 

Parameter 1985 
a -.0004333 
b 4028 

1986 
-.0004144 

4144 

When these parameters are substituted for "a" and "b" in the formula above, the standard 
error for that particular crime can be calculated. For example, the estimated number of 
total robbery incidents in 1986 was 38,720. Therefore, the standard error for total 
robberies in 1986 is calculated in the following way: 

S.E.=V-.0004144(3S,720)2+4 ,144(38,720) 

S.E.=V-621 ,284+160,455,680 

S.E.=V159,834,396 

S.E.= 12,642 

36The use of more than one S.E. is usually not possible with these victimization incident estimates, 
because the range would include negative values. 

37MemQrandum For The Record, Lawrence S. McGinn, Chief of Crime Surveys Branch, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, September 30, 1987. 
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This means that there is a 68 percent chance that the actual number of total Illinois 
robbery victimization incidents in 1986 fell between 26,078 and 51,362 [38,720 (- or +) 
12,642]. I n other words, the 68 percent confidence limits of estimated Illinois robbery 
incidents in 1986 were 26,078 and 51,362. Similarly, there is a 95 percent chance that the 
actual number is between 13,436 and 64,004 [38,720 (+ or -) 2 (12,642)]. and a 98 
percent chance that the number of estimated total robberies is actually between 794 and 
76,646 [38,720 (+ or~) 3(12,642)]. Obviously, the large 98 percent confidence limits are 
not very useful for practical analysis. 

Illinois National Crime Victimization Survey Estimates Compared to Illinois Uniform Crime 
Report Data 

To interpret NCVS data and compare NCVS to other data, it is necessary to understand 
the difference between victim survey data and offenses known to the police. Offenses 
known to the police is an I-UCR classification for all crimes that come to the attention of 
law enforcement authorities, minus those that are unfounded or referred to another 
jurisdiction. 

Although it is interesting to compare the number of victimizations estimated by the survey 
to the number known to .the police counted by law enforcement agencies, it must be 
understood that these two sources of data are not exactly comparable. The reasons for 
this include the following: 

a Age: NCVS data are only for persons aged 12 and older, whereas ISP-UCR data 
are for a/l ages. 

o Place of residence: Illinois NCVS data are only for persons who reside in Illinois, 
and may include victimizations of Illinois residents that occurred in other states. 
I-UCR data are for all reported crimes occurring in Illinois, which may include 
victimization of non-Illinois residents, but do not include crimes that may have 
occurred elsewhere to an Illinois resident. . 

a Commercial versus noncommercial crimes: Current NCVS data do not include 
victimizations of businesses or commercial establishments. ISP-UCR data do 
include commercial crimes, such as bank robberies, store holdups and shoplifting 
offenses. 

For example, in 1985, the NCVS estimated 56,690 victimizations of Illinois residents 12 
and older for robbery, 34,290 completed and 13,710 attempted. According to I-UCR, 
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30,368 completed and 3,402 attempted robberies were reported as known to the police 
that year.38 One of the questions asked of robbery victims in the NCVS was the type 
of weapon used against them. In 1985, there were 8,990 completed robbery offenses 
known to the police that were committed with a handgun (I-UCR figures) in Illinois, 
compared to 4,750 estimated robbery victimizations with handguns in the 1985 NCVS 
data. The standard error for the estimate of completed robberies with a handgun in 1985 
was 4,373, which means that there is a 68% chance that the actual number could have 
been between 377 and 9,123. 

The NCVS estimate is probably lower than crimes known to the police in the case of 
completed handgun robberies because of the small sample size and the fact that l-UCR 
figures include commercial crimes. In contrast, the number of attempted robberies in the 
NCVS is much higher than the number reported to the police. For example, only 679 
attempted robberies with a handgun were reported to the police in 1985 (I-UCR figures), 
compared to 1,950 incidents estimated by the 1985 NCVS. The fact that the estimated 
number of attempted robberies with a handgun is higher in the NCVS data is probably 
due to the lower likelihood that attempted crimes will be reported to the police, compared 
to completed crimes.39 The likelihood of reporting also differs depending on the type of 
weapon. 

Because of the small sample size, the data trom the available survey years are quite 
different from each other.40 For example, there were 56,690 estimated robbery incidents 
in 1985 and 38,720 in 1986. The 68 percent confidence limits of these estimates, which 
were 41,625 to 71,755 in 1985 ~nd 26,078 to 51,362 in 1986, overlap. Therefore, the 
different estimates probably are not the result of an actual trend, but rather the result of 
a small sample size, which can lead to large year-to-year differences. 

Another way of looking at this is to calculate the standard error of the change from year 
to year.41 Between 1985 and 1986, the NCVS robbery incident estimate for Illinois 

38Crime In Illinois 1985. Illinois State Police, Division of Forensic Services and Identification. 
Springfield, Illinois. 

39Block and Block, (1984), p. 153. 

40The following analysis compares 1985 and 1986, the only years available when this section was 
written. Currently, 1987, 1988 and 1989 are also available. 

41The formula for this is: 

S.E.=V[S.E. (Yl) ]2+[S.E. (Y2) ]2_2r [S.E. (Yl)] [S.E. (Y2)] 

where: YI = Year 1 and Y2::z Year 2. See Attachment IV, Survey Documentation for State Level Data 
Produced from the 1985 National Crime Victimization Survey--National Sample, September 9, 1987. 
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decreased 17,970, or 32 percent. The standard error of this difference is 19,176, which 
means that there is a 68 percent chance that the actual difference between the two years 
fell between -1,206 (17,970 - 19,176) and 37,146 (17,970 + 19,176). In other words, the 
1986 victimizations could have been slightly higher than 1985, or 1986 could have been 
very low compared to 1985. How should NCVS data for different years be interpreted? 
Instead of using either year by itself and instead of comparing "trends" between 1985 and 
1986, the most conservative interpretation of the Illinois NCVS data would be to assume 
that the actual number of victimizations per year is somewhere between the 1985 and the 
1986 estimate. 

In general, four rules should be followed when interpreting National Crime Victimization 
Survey data for Illinois: 

1. Place more trust in the accuracy of larger estimates (such as total robberies) 
than smaller estimates (such as robberies categorized by weapon). The rarer the event, 
the less likely that it will be adequately represented in the small Illinois sample. 

2. Use data from all available survey years to set a "ballpark figure" for the real 
number, -not as an indication of change from year to year. 

3. Keep in mind that the National Crime Victimization Survey estimates only 
individual and household victimizations, whereas the number of crimes reported to the 
police includes crimes in which a business (commercial crime) was the victim. In addition, 
the NCVS estimates victimizations of Illinois residents aged 12 and older, whereas the 
I-UCR/ISP data include all victims of crimes that occurred in Illinois. Tourists and other 
out-of-state visitors would not be included in the survey of Illinois residents. 

4. Be aware of the difference between incident-weighted data and personal-weigh
ted data in the NCVS. In the I-UCR, multiple-victim assaults are counted one per person, 
but multiple-victim robberies are counted one per incident. 

Illinois Department of Public Health 

The data were taken from the report Mortality from Rrearms Among Illinois Residents: 
1980-1988. Between 1980 and 1988, 11,657 IIlmois residents were killed by firearms. Of 
these, 299 were due to accidental injuries, 4,666 were classified as suicides and 6,386 
homicides. This report contains numerous analyses by age and race. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Firearm Data contacts 

The addresses below appear in the order which they were presented 
in the text of the Guide to Illinois Firearm Data. 

For information on Firearm Owners Identification Card data, 
contact: 

Doug Howard 
FOlD Operations Manager 
Illinois Department of state Police 
726 South College street 
springfield, Illinois 62708-3677 
(217) 782-1763 

For more information on the Bordua Sample Survey data, contact: 

David J. Bordua Ph.D. 
Department of Sociology 
Univer~ity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
326 Lincoln Hall, 702 South Wright st. 
Urbana, Illinois 61801 
(217) 333-1950 

survey Research Laboratory 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Department of sociology 
326 Lincoln Hall 
Urbana, Illinois 61801 
(217) 333-7988 

Pat Bova 
National opinion Research Center (NORC) 
115 East 60th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60637 
(312) 702-1200 

The A.T.F. has toll-free numbers for anyone who has questions about 
its laws and regulations. The numbers are: -

(800) 572-3178 in Illinois 
(800) 621-3211 in other Midwest states. 
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For more information on Dealer Data or other Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearm Data,. contact: 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms 
chicago District Office 
One south 450 summit Avenue 
suite 250 
Oak Brook, Illinois 60521-1364 
(708) 268-0986 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
st. Louis District Office 
100 South 4th Street 
st. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314) 425-5560 

Chicago ATF compliance operations Office 
230 s. Dearborn Avenue 
Fifteenth Floor 
chicago, Illinois 60604 
(312) 353-3768 

Department of the Treasury 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms 
Public Affairs Office 
washington, D.C. 2022~ 
(202)566-7268 

For information on Gun Registration Data for Chicago, contact: 

Gun Registration Office 
chicago police Department 
Room CC 114 Daley center 
50 W. Washington Blvd. 
chicago, Illinois 60602 
(312) 747-5418 

For requests of special computer runs or access to Chicago police 
Department Data, write to: 

superintendent of Police 
chicago police Department 
1121 South state street 
chicago, Illinois 
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For more information regarding Peoria gun registration data 
contact: 

General Services Division 
Peoria police Department 
542 S.W. Adams st. 
Peoria, Illinois 61602 
(309) 673-4521 

For information on Firearm Confiscation Data in chicago, contact: 

Firearms Identification unit 
criminalistics Division 
chicago police Department 
1121 S. state street 
Chicago, Illinois 60405 
(312) 747-5522 

For information on stolen and Recovered Firearm Data from LEADS or 
reque~ts for special computer runs, contact; 

Richard V. White 
Illinois state police 
Bureau of Information Services - LEADS Administrator 
200 Armory Building 
springfield, 11. 62794 
(217) 782-6429 

For information pertaining to Illinois Uniform Crime Report Data, 
contact: 

Department of state Police 
Division of Forensic Services and Identification 
Bureau of Identification 
726 South College 
springfield, Illinois 62704 

For information on guns stolen from Chicago, contact: 

chicago Police Department 
Detective Division 
1121 South state street 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 
t312) 747-6375 
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For information on police Period crime summaries, contact: 

Municipal Reference Library 
121 N. LaSalle, 10th Floor 
chicago, Illinois 60602 
(312) 744-4992 

For information regarding the National crime Victimization Survey, 
contact: 

Michael R. Rand 
National Crime Victimization Survey unit 
Bureau of Justice' statistics 
633 Indiana Avenue, N.W. 
washington, D.C. 20531 

For information regarding reports issued by the Illinois Department 
of Public Health contact: 

Illinois Department of Public Health 
Division of Health statistics and Policy Development 
2nd Floor, 535 West Jefferson Street 
springfield, Illinois 62761 
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ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

The national lobby against gun control: 

National Rifle Association 
1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 828-6000 

Information on firearms used in sports: 

National Shooting Sports Foundation 
555 Danbury Road 
Wilton, Connecticut 06897 
(203) 762-1320 

Information on firearm manufacturers in the united States: 

Sport Arms Ammunition Manufacturing Institute 
555 Danbury Road 
Wilton, Connecticut 06897 
(203) 762-5463 

The Illinois branch ?f the lobby against handgun violence: 

Illinois Council Against Handgun Violence 
30 W. Washington Street, suite 123~ . 
chicago, Illinois 60602 
(312) 641-5575 
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APPENDl:X 2 
~!arch 9, 1988 

FIREARM OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION 

Tab 1 e of C Q n ten t s 

INTRODUCTION 
A. PURPOSE 
B. COMPUTERIZED FOlD FILE CONTENT 
C. WHERE FOID APPLICATIONS ARE PROCESSED 
D. HOW TO ORDER A SUPPLY OF FOID APPLICATIONS 

ILLINOIS FIREARM OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION LAW 
A. FIREARM DEFINITION 
B. FIREARM AMMUNITION DEFINITION 
C. FOID ACT EXEMPTIONS 
D. RELIEF FROM DISABILITIES IMPOSED BY FOlD ACT 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. 'pURPOSE 

The Illinois State Police is the administrator of the Firearm Owner's 
Identification (FOlD) Act (illinois Revised Statutes, chapter 38, 
paragraph 83) which was enacted to provide a means for 
identification and registration of those individuals who are eligible to 
purchase or possess firearms and firearm am munition in Illinois. Each 
FOrn applicant is required to submit a completed FOlD. application 
which contains responces to questions relating to the following 
eligibility requirements: 

(i) He is 21 years of age or over, or if he is under 21 years of age 
that he has the written consent of his parent or legal 
guardian to possess and acquire firearms and firearm 
ammunition and that he has never been convicted of a 
misdemeanor other than a traffic offense or adjudged 
delinquent, provided, however, that such parent or legal 
guardian is not an individual prohibited from having a 
Firearm Owner's Identification card and files an affidavit 
with the depart ment as prescribed by the department stating 
that he is not an individual prohibited from having a card; 

(H) He has not been convicted of a felony under the laws of this 
or any other jurisdiction; 

(iii) He is not addicted to narcotics; 
(iv) He has not been a patient in a mental institution within the 

past 5 years; 
(v) He is not mentally retarded; and 
(vi) He has not intentionally mad~ a false statement on the FOLD 

application. 

B. COMPUTERIZED FOlD FILE CONTENT 

Currently, the FOrn computerized file contains over- one million 
records. The FOlD computerized system contains certain data that is 
only accessible by FOrn Program personnel for administrating the 
FOlD Act. For example, the FOlD computerized system is utilized 
for generating FOrn renewal notifications. FOrn computerized 
records with a specific expiration date and an active status are 
selected for receiving a FOID renewal notification. The 
computerized records selected are flagged to indicate that a renewal 
notice was generated and the date of the renewal generation. 

Such general data as the FOID applicant's name, date of birth, sex, 
address information and physical description are available when 
criminal justice agencies generate a FOlD number or name inquiry 
via LEADS. 
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C. WHERE FOlD APPLICATIONS ARE PROCESSED 

Firearm Owner's Identification (FOID) applications are received, 
processed a.nd maintained at the Bureau of Identification, Division of 
Forensic Sciences and Identification, illinois State Police, 726 South 
College Street, Springfield, Illinois 62704. 

When the FOID application is received with the required five dollar 
fee, the FOlD Program personnel review the fee to determine if it is 
acceptable. The FOID fees are deposited. The FOID application is 
reviewed for completeness and accuracy and is processed by the date 
of receipt. 

The FOID applicant's name, date of birth, sex, address information 
and physical description are entered into the FOlD computerized 
system. The name, sex and date of birth are automatically compared 
against various state and federal investigative files to verify 
applicant eligibility. If there is a computerized match, the FOID 
Program personnel review the computer generated information to 
verify an actual match and to verify applicant's eligibility status. 

If the applicant does not meet all of the eligibility requirements, the 
FOID Program personnel will deny issuance of the FOID card. The 
five dollar fee is vouchered for refund to the applicant. 
Correspondence is mailed to the applicant indicating the reason for 

. the denial and the procedure for requesting an administrative hearing 
is given. If the denial is for a forcible felony conviction and a 
minimum of 20 years has not passed since final discharge from the 
sentence associated with the forcible felony conviction, the applicant 
is not eligible for an administrative hearing. 

If the FOlD applicant meets all of the eligibility requirements, the 
FOlD card is issued. The FOrD card is valid for a five-year time 
period. 

Once a month tne department receives information from the . Il.linois 
Depart:nent of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities, the 
Illinois Department of Corrections and the Illinois Computerized 
Criminal History System that is compared against the FOlD 
computerized system. If there is a computerized match, the FOID 
Program personnel review the computer generated information to 
verify an actual match. If the computerized information is an actual 
match, the FOrD Program personnel will complete transactions for 
revoking the FOlD card. 

Correspondence is mailed to the FOID cardholder indicating the 
reason for the revocation, requesting the return of the FOID card to 
the department and the procedure for requesting an administrative 
hear~ng is given. If the revocation is for a forcible felony conviction 
and a minimum of 20 years has not passed since final discharge from 
the sentence associated with the forcible felony conviction, the FOlD 
cardholder is not eligible for an administrative hearing. 

100 



----------.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

D. HOW TO ORDER FOID APPLICATIONS 

1. Law Enforcement agencies may order FOID applications by: 

(a) Sending an administrative message to terminal KYW between 
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday; or 

(b) Telephone (217/782-5272), or by mail using the order form 
found in the appendix. 

All orders for applications should be addressed to: 

illinois State Police 
FOlD Program 
726 South College 
Springfield, Illinois 62704 
Attention: Mail Room 

2. An individual or an organization ca" obtain FOlD applications by mail 
using the address given above, by telephone (217/182.-7980), or in 
person. 

II. ILLINOIS FIREARM OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION LAW 

A. FIREARM DEFINITION 

The Firearm Owner's Identification Act (Illinois Revised Statutes, 
chapter 38, paragraph 83-1.1) defines a firearm as "any device, by 
whatever name known, which is desil?ned to expel a projectile or 
projectiles by the action of an explo',ion, expansion of gas or escape 
of gas; excluding, however: 

(1) any pneumatic gun, spring gun, or B-B gun which expels a 
single globular projectile not exceeding .18 inch in diameter; 

(2) any device used exclusively for signalling or safety and 
required or recommended by the United States Coast Guard 
or the Interstate Commerce Commission; or 

(3) any device used exclusively for the firing of stud cartridges, 
explosive rivets or similar industrial ammunition; 

(4) an antique firearm (other than a machine-gun) which, 
although designed as a weapon, the Department of State 
Police finds by reason of the date of its manufacture, value, 
design and other characteristics is primarily a collector's 
item and is not likely to be used as a weapon. n 

B. FIREARM AMMUNITION 

The Firearm Owner's Identification Act (Illinois Revised Statutes, 
chapter 38, paragraph 83.1.1) defines firearms ammunition as: "any 
self-contained cartridge or shotgun shell, by whatever name known, 
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which is designed to be used or adaptable to use in a firearm; 
excluding, however: 

(1) . any ammunition exclusively designed for use with a device 
used exclusively for signalling or safety and required or 
recommended by the United States Coast Guard or the 
Interstate Commerce Commission; or 

(2) any ammunition designed exclusively for use with a stud or 
rivet driver or other similCll' industrial ammunition." 

C. FOro ACT EXEMPTIONS 

The Illinois Firearm Owner's Identification Act (Illinois Revised 
Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph 83-2) states the following: 

"(a) No person may acquire or possess any firearm or 
firearm ammunition within this State without having in 
his possession a Firearm Owner's IdE'ntification Card 
previousiy issued in his name by the Department of 
State Police under the provisions of this Act. 

(b) The provision of this Section regarding the possession of 
firearms and firearm ammunition do not apply to: 

(1) United States Marshals, while engaged in the 
operation of their official duties; 

(2.) Membet's of the Armed Forces of the United 
States or the National Guard, while engaged in 
the operation of their official duties; 

(3) Federal officials required to carry firearms, while 
engaged in the operation of their official duties; 

(4) Members of bona fide veterans organizations 
which receive firearms directly from the- armed 
forces of the United States, while using such 
firearms for ceremonial purposes with blank 
ammunition; 

(5) Nonresident hunters during the hunting season, 
with valid nonresident hunting licenses and while 
in an area where hunting is permitted; however, 
at all other times and in all other places such 
persons must have their firearms unloaded and 
enclosed in a case; . 

(6) Those hunters exempt from obtaining a hunting 
license who are required to submit their Firearm 
Owner's Identification Card when hunting on 
Department of Conservation owned or managed 
sites; 
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(7) Nonresidents while on a firing or shooting range 
recognized by the Department of State Police; 
however, such persons must at all other times and 
in all other places have their firearms unloaded 
and enclosed in a case; 

(8) Nonresidents, while at a firearm showing or 
display recognized by the Department of State 
Police; however, at all other times and in all 
other places such persons must have their 
firearms unloaded and enclosed in a case; 

(9) Nonresidents, whose firearms are unloaded and 
enclosed in a case; 

(10) Nonresidents, who are currently licensed or 
registered to possess a firearm in their resident 
state; 

(11) Unem anicipated minors while in the custody and 
im mediate control of their parent or legal 
guardian or other person in loco parentis to such 
minor if such parent or legal guardian or other 
person in loco parentis to such minor has a 
currently valid Firearm Owner's Identification 
Card; and 

(12) Color guards of bona fide veterans organizations 
or members of bona fide American Legion bands 
while using firearms for ceremonial purposes with 
blank ammunition. 

(c) The provisions of this Section regarding the acquisition 
and possession of firearms and firearm ammunition do 
not apply to law enforcement officials of this or any 
other jurisdiction, while engaged in the operation of 
their official duties." 

D. RELIEF FROM DISABILITIES IMPOSED BY THE FOlD ACT 

Administrative hearings are required for all individuals seeking relief 
from the disabilities imposed by the FOID Act. Administrative 
hearings which require a personal appearance must be conducted 
before the Illinois State Police will reconsider a revocation or denial 
action. Administrative hearings are conducted in Joliet or 
Springfield by appointment and require a personal appearance. An 
individual's eligibility cannot be restored unless relief is granted 
through the administrative hearing process. The following are 
eligible for an administrative heuing: 

1. Any person who has been convicted of a felony, other than a 
forcible felony, or convicted of a forcible felony and a 
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minimum of 20 years has passed since final discharge from the 
sentence associated with the forcible felony conviction; 

Z. Any person who is addicted to narcotics; 
3. Any person who is mentally retarded; 
4. Any person who has been a patient in a mental institution 

within the past five years; 
5. Any person under 2.1 years of age who has been cOilvicted of a 

non-traffic misdemeanor or has been adjudged delinquent; 
6. Sponsor for any person Wlder 21 years of age who is ineligible to 

obtain a FOID registration. 

An avenue of appeal is NOT available to those individuals convicted 
of a forcible felony and a minimum of 20 years has not passed since 
the final discharge from the sentence associated with the forcible 
felony conviction. 

E. FOID CARD FOR ILLINOIS FIREARM DEALERS 

Within the State of illinois, no person may acquire or possess any 
firearm or firearm am mWlition without having in their possession a 
FOlD card issued in their name by the illinois State Police. As such, 
the Illinois State Police issues FOID cards to individuals after 
determining the eligibility of each applicant. The FOlD Act pertains 
to individual eligibility and does not provide for the issuance of 
dealer licenses. Furthermore, the FOlD Act does not exempt 
federally lic~nsed dealers from the provisions of the Act. 

F. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE ILLINOIS FIREARM 
OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION LAW 

WHAT IS THE FIREARM OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION LAW? 

The Firearm Owner's Identification (FOlD) law is a registration 
procedure whereby illinois residents meeting minimum qualifications 
are issued identification cards which authorize them to own, acquire, 
possess or handle firearms and/or firearm ammunition within the 
state. The law requires registration of persons rather than guns. 

WHO MUST HAVE A FIREARM OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION CARD? 

Any adult resident of Illinois who acquires, possesses or handles 
firearms or firearm amlflunition within the state must have in their 
possession a valid FOID card iSSUed in his/her name by the Illinois 
State Police. It is not necessary for the applicant to own a gun to be 
registered. Since it is an Illinois law, it is not applicable to 
nonresidents. 

WHAT IS THE LAW AS IT PERTAINS TO MINORS? 

A person under Z 1 years of age can apply for his own FOro card if he 
has the written consent of his parent or legal guardian and if he has 
never been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor other than a 
traffic offense or adjudged delinquent. The law requires that the 
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parent or legal guardian glvmg consent must be an individual not 
prohibited from holding a FOlD card. However, a minor need not 
possess a FOlD card when using firearms or ammunition if he/she is 
in the company of a parent, legal guardian or any adult who has a 
cW'rently valid card. 

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE $5 COLLECTED AS A REGISTRA nON 
FEE? 

The $5 fee is the statutory fee set by the 75th General Assembly and 
it covers registration for five years. Three ($3) dollars of this fee is 
allocated to the Wildlife and Fish Fund of the Department of 
Conservation for use in funding programs of interest to illinois 
sportsmen, one ($1) dollar is deposited in the General Revenue Fund 
in the State Treasury and one ($1) dollar is deposited .n the Firearm 
Owner's Notification Fund. 

IF A PERSON INHERITS A FIREARM, DOES HE NEED A FOID 
CARD AND IS THERE A PENALTY FOR MAKING APPUCAnON? 

Yes, you need a FOrD card if you wish to retain possession of the 
firearm(s), and there is no penalty for making application. The law 
specifically allows the new owner(s) of firearms obtained through 
estate matters 60 days to either make application for Firearm 
Owner's Identification card or to dispose of or transfer the firearm(s). 

AFTER MAKING APPLICA nON HOW LONG BEFORE A PERSON 
CAN EXPECT TO RECEivE HIS FOID CARD? 

The law allows the Illinois State Police 30 days to either issue or deny 
an application for a FOlD card. During that period, the qualifications 
of applicants are checked through data processing techniques against 
available records to determine if they are qualified for registration. 
If there is reason to believe the applicant has falsified his 
application, the department will order a further investigation by 
state or local law enforcement officials. The department has 
authority to ,deny a registration for cause. 

IS ANYONE EXCLUDED FROM PROVISIONS OF TIDS LAW? 

The provisions of the F,OrD law regarding the possession of firearms 
and firearm ammunition do not apply to United States Marshals, 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the National 
Guard and all law enforcement officials required to carry firearms 
while engaged in the operation of their official duties. 

CAN A NONRESIDENT OF ILLINOIS HUNT AND USE FIREARMS IN 
ILLINOIS WITHOUT AN IDENTIFICA1iON CARD? 

Yes, provided (1) he has a nonresident nIinois hunHng license; (2) he is 
in an area where hunting is permitted; and (3) it is during hunting 
season. A nOlh'esident may also participate in firearm displays, 
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showings or firings at a shooting range. At all other times, however, 
the nonresident's guns must be unloaded, enclosed in a case or be in 
an inoperable condi tion. 

CAN A PERSON PICK UP ms FOID CARD OVER THE COUNTER 
LIKE HE DOES AUTOMOBll.E LICENSE PLATES? 

No. The process of checking qualifications of applicants for 
registration requires time. Temporary permits are not issued and 
cancelled checks, cash or money order receipts are not legal 
substitutes for FOlD cards. 

WHAT PROCEDURES DOES A PERSON FOLLOW TO REPLACE A 
LOST OR STOLEN IDENTIFICATION CARD? 

When an individual wants to replace a lost or stolen identification 
card, he must submit a new application, recent photo and $5.00 fee, 
by check or money order. A fee is not required for a stolen card if a 
copy of the police officer's report, specifically stating stolen or 
theft, accompanies the application and photo and the stolen card 
indicated an expiration date of six months or more. 

WHAT IS REQUIRED TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR A FOID CARD? 

Application forms are available from sporting goods stores, city and 
county official's offices, the Illinois State Police and other law 
enforcement agencies. The application must be completed in 
accordance wi~h instructions printed on the form and submitted with 
a recent head and shoulders photograph (1 If x l~") and a $5 check or 
money order. 

ARE THERE OTHER FIREARM CONTROL REGULATIONS 
APPLICABLE TO n..LINOIS RESIDENTS? 

Yes. In addition to !!le FOlD Act, the Federal Gun Control Act of 
1968 and the sections of the illinois Criminal Code pertaining to 
unlawful sale, unlawful use and unlawful ammunition are applicable. 
Besides these, some local govel'nmentcrl units have passed regulations 
to supplement these controls. 

WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THE FIREARM 
OWNER'S IDENTIFICATION LAW? 

Persons held in violation of any provision of the FOID Act are subject 
to a fine not to exceed $1,000 or imprisonment in a penal institution 
other than a penitentiary not to exceed one year, or both. Persons 
obtaining identification cards by falsifying information recorded on 
applications submitted under notary oath are subject to prosecution 
for perjury. Persons guilty of fraud when they create, change, deface 
or alter FOlD cards can be prosecuted for forgery under Illinois law. 
Enforcement of this Act, like all Illinois laws, is the responsibility of 
local law enforcement officials. 
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CAN A NONRESIDENT PURCHASE FIREARM AMMUNmON OR A 
F1REARM IN lLLINOIS WITHOUT A FOlD CARD? 

Illinois Revised Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph 83-3a, allows any 
resident of Iowa, Missouri, Indiana, Wisconsin or Kentucky, who is 18 
years of age or older and who is not prohibited by the laws of Illinois, 
the state of his domicile, or the United States, from obtaining, 
possessing or using a firearm, to purchase or obtain a rifle, shotgun or 
ammunition for a rifle or shotgun in illinois. This law applies only to 
the five states listed. 

CAN AN n.LINOIS RESIDENT PURCHASE A FIREARM OR 
FIREARM AMMUNmON IN ANOTHER STATE? 

Illinois Revised Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph 83-3(a), allows any 
resident of Illinois who has obtained a Firearm Owner's Identification 
card pursuant to the FOlD Act and who is not otherwise prohibited 
from obtaining, possessing or using a firearm, to purchase or obtain a 
rifle or shotgun or ammunition for a rifle or shotgun in Iowa, 
~~issouri, Indiana, Wisconsin or Kentucky. Again, this law applies 
only to the five states listed. 

CAN A PERSON GIVE, TRADE OR SELL HIS' FIREARMS TO A 
RELATIVE, FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR? 

Yes, providing ooth parties, if residents of Illinois, have valid FOlD 
cards and that the person making the transfer keeps a record for ten 
years. ·Su.ch record must list: (1) date; (2) name and address of 
person to whom transferred; (3) description and serial number of 
firearm; and (4) the FOlD c~rd number of the person receiving the 
firearm. In any sale or transfer of a firearm the proper waiting 
period must be observed (long gun-24 hour waiting period; 
concealable weapon-72 hour waiting period). 

MUST AN INDIVIDUAL OWNING ONLY ANTIQUE FIREARMS HAVE 
A FOlD CARD? 

Persons owning only antique firearms are exempt from the provisions 
of the FOlD law. An antique firearm is defined as a weapon which, 
by reason of date of manufacture (prior to 1899), value, design and 
other characteristics, is primarily a collectors' item and is not likely 
to be used as a weapon. Therefore, a person owning only an antique 
firearm is not required to be registered under this law. 

MUST AN INDIVIDUAL HAVE A FOlD CARD TO PURCHASE A 
MUZZLE LOADING WEAPON OR A REPUCA KIT? 

Yes. These weapons are not considered antique firearms and a FOlD 
card is required to possess or acquire them. 

DOES THE FOlD CARP GIVE THE OWNER PERMISSION TO CARRY 
A CONCEALED WEAPON? 
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Definitely not! The FOLD card states: "CAUTION: This card does not 
permit bearer to unlawfully carry or use firearms. n Carrying a 
concealed weapon is unlawful in Illinois and the State does not issue 
such permits. Only persons exempted by state laws are allowed to 
carry concealed weapons. 

DO MILITARY PERSONNEL WHOSE PERMANENT DUTY STATION 
(PDS) OR TEMPORARY DUTY STATION {TDS} ASSIGNM.ENT IS 
WITHIN ll.LINOIS NEED A FOm CARD? 

Military personnel in active service, with permanent duty station in 
Illinois, are considered residents of the State under this law. They 
must have a FOID card if they wish to acquire, possess or handle 
firearms or firearm ammunition within the State when off duty or 
away from their base. Persons on temporary duty station (TDS) 
assignment in Illinois are not Illinois residents and therefore exempt 
from the provisions of the law since they are considered nonresidents. 

ill. CERTIFYING ST.,'\TE!",lENT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFlr:IALS 

A. DEFINITION OF CERTIFYING STATEMENT 

As of January 1, 1984, law enforcement officials became exempt 
from the provisions of the Firearm Owner's Identification (FOID) Act 
while engaged in the operation of their official duties. Therefore, 
law enforcem ent ; fficials are no longer required to possess a FOID 
card as a prerequisite to acquiring firearms or firearm ammunition 
for duty use. Law enforcement officials attempting to acquire ei.ther 
a firearm or firearm ammunition for duty use must present a 
Certifying Statement signed by the employing agency's chief 
administrator (or designee). The Certifying Statement verifies the 
employment status of the law enforcement official, the type of 
weapon or ammunition to be purchased and that the 
firearm/ammunition identified within is intended for duty use by the 
acquiring officer. A copy of the Certifying Statement should be 
retained by the firearm dealer as verification of the exempted status 
of the law enforcement official. The Certifying Statement also 
serves as justification for waiving the withholding period pursuant to 
Illinois Revised Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph 24-3(g). The 
gUidelines for the use'of the certifying statement are set forth within 
the Administrative Rules, State of Ulinois, chapter II, section 1230, 
exhibit B. 

B. DEFINITION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL 

A Law Enforcement Official or Peace Officer is defined as any 
person who by virtue of his office or public employment is vested by 
law with a duty to, maintain public order or to make arrests for 
offenses whe-,her that duty extends to all offenses or is limited to 
specific offenses. Persons who are employed as bank guards, security 
guards, private detectives~ armed truck guards or other similar 
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employment are not classified as law enforcement officials or peace 
officers. 

C. PRIVATE POSSESSION OR ACQUISITION BY LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICIALS 

The provisions of the FOlD Act pertain to all individuals, including 
law enforcement officials, concerning the personal or private 
possession or acquisition of firearms or firearm ammunition. Law 
enforcement officials are required to possess a FOlD card for the 
personal, possession or acquisition of a firearm or firearm 
ammunition. The withholding period is not waived for personal 
acquisition of firearm or firearm am muni tion. 

D. ACQUISITION OF FIREARMS BY BANK GUARDS OR OTHER 
SIMILAR EMPLOYMENT 

All provisions of the FOlD Act pertain to bank guards, armed truck 
guards, or other individuals promoting the public inter,est in other 
similar typ~s of employment. Therefore, a valid FOID card is 
required for the purchase or possession of firearms or firearm 
am munition by the aforementioned individuals. However, the 
withholding period may be waived for the above named individuals 
pursuant to Illinois Revised Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph Z4-3fg). 
In order to ensure transactions are completed with qualified 

individuals, the department recommends that all dealers request a 
statement signed by the employing agency's chief administrator (or 
designee) verifying the employment status of the purchaser. The 
statement is proof that the purchase of the firearm is incident to the 
individual's employment thus qualifying for the waiver of the 
wi thholding period. It is also re'com mended that a copy of the 
statement be retained by the dealer as justification for waiving the 
withholding period. It should be clearly understood that requesting 
such a statement is only a recom mendation and is intended as a 
safeguard for firearm dealers. 

Please refer to Appendix for copy of the Certifying Statement. 
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Appendix A - Firearm Owner's Identification Act 
(Illinois Revised Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph 83) 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of illinois, represented in the General Assembly: 

83-1. Legislative declaration. § 1. It is hereby declared as a matter of legislative 
determination that in order to promote and protect the health, safety and welfare of 
the public, it is necessary and in the public interest to provide a system of 
identifying persons who are not qualified to acquire or possess firearms and firearm 
ammunition within the State of Illinois by the establishment of a system of Firearm 
Owner's Identification Cards, thereby establishing a practical and workable system 
by which law enforcement authorities will be afforded an opportunity to identify 
those persons who are prohibited by Section 24-3.1 of the "Criminal C.)de of 1961", 
as amended, from acquiring or possessing firearms and firearm ammunition. 

83-1.1. Definitions. § 1.1. For purposes of this Act: 

"Firearm" means any device, by whatever name known, which is designed to 
expel a projectile or projectiles by the action of an explosion, expansion of gas 
or escape of gas; excluding, however: 

(1) any pneumatic gun, spring gun, or B-B gun which expels a single 
globular projectile not exceeding .18 inch in diameter; 

(2.) any device used exclusively for signalling or safety and required or 
recommended by the United States Coast Guard or the Interstate 
Commerce Commission; or 

(3) any device used exclusively for the firing of stud cartridges, 
explosive rivets or similar industrial ammunition; 

(4) an antique firearm (other than a machine-gun) which, although 
designed as a weapon, the Department of State Police finds by 
reason of the date of its manufacture, value, design, and other 
characteristics is primarily a collector's item and is not likely to be 
used as a weapon. 

"Firearm Ammunition" means any self-contained cartridge or shotgun shell, by 
whatever name known, which is designed to be used or alaptable to use in a 
firearm; excluding, however: 

(1) any ammunition exclusively designed for use with a device used 
exclusively for signalling or safety and required or recommended 
by the United States Coast Guard or the Interstate Commerce 
Commission; or 

(2.) any ammunition designed exclusively for use with a stud or rivet 
driver or other similar industrial ammunition. 
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83-Z. Requisites for acquisition or possession - Exempted persons or entities. § 2. (a) No 
person may acquire or possess any firearm or any firearm ammunition within this 
State without having in his possession a Firearm Owner's Identification Card 
previously issued in his name by the Department of State Police under the provisions 
of this Act. 

(b) The provIsIons of this Section regarding the possession of firearms and 
firearm am munition do not apply to: 

(1) United States Marshals, while engaged in the operation of 
their official duties; 

(Z) Members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the 
National Guard, while engaged in the operation of their 
official duties; 

(3) Federal officials required to carry firearms, while engaged in 
the operation of their official duties; 

(4) Members of bona fide veterans organizations which receive 
firearms directly from the armed forces of the United States, 
while using such firearms for ceremonial purposes with blank 
ammunition; 

(5) Nonresident hunters during hunting season, with valid 
,nonresident hunting licenses and while in an area where 
hunting is permitted; however, at all other times and in all 
other places such persons must have their firearms unloaded 
and enclosed in a case; 

(6) Those hunters exempt from obtaining a hunting license who 
are required to submit their Firearm Owner's Identification 
Card when hunting on Department of Conservation owned or 
managed sites; 

(7) Nonresidents while on a firing or shooting range recognized 
by the Department of State Police; however, such persons 
must at all other tilDes and in all other places have their 
firearms unloaded and enclosed in a case; 

(8) Nonresidents, while at a firearm showing or display 
recognized by the Department of State Police; however, at 
all other times and in all other places such persons must have 
their firearms unloaded and enclosed in a case; 

(9) Nonresidents,. whose firearms are unloaded and enclosed in a 
case; 

(10) Nonresidents, who are currently licensed or registered to 
possess a firearm in their resident state; 

(11) Unemancipated minors while in the custody and immediate 
control of their parent or legal guardian or other person in 
loco parentis to such minor if such parent or legal guardian or 
other person in loco parentis to such minor has a currently 
valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card; and 

(1 Z) Color guards of bona fide veterans organizations or members 
of bona fide American Legion bands while using firearms for 
ceremonial purposes with blank ammunition. 

(c) The provisions of this Section regarding the acquisition and possession of 
firearms and firearm ammunition do not apply to law enforcement 
officials of this or any other jurisdiction, while engaged in the operation 
of their official duties. 
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83-3. Requisites for transfer. § 3. (a) Except as provided in Section 3a, no person within 
this State may knowingly transfer, or cause to be transferred, any firearm or any 
firearm ammunition to any person within this State unless the transferee with whom 
he deals displays a currently valid Firearm Owner's Ider.tification Card which has 
previously been issued in his name by the Department of State Police under the 
provisions of this Act. 

(b) Any person within this State who transfers or causes to be transferred 
any firearm shall keep a record of such transfer for a period of 10 years 
from the date of transfer. Such record shall contain the date of the 
transfer; the description, serial number Or other information identifying 
the firearm if no serial number is available; and, if the transfer was 
completed within this State, the transferee's Firearm Owner's 
Identification Card number. On demand of a peace officer such 
transferor shall produce for inspection such record of transfer. 

(c) The provisions of this Section regarding the transfer of firearm 
ammunition shall not apply to those persons specified in paragraph (b) of 
Section 2 of this Act. 

8'3-3a. Reciprocity. § 3a. (a) Any resident of Illinois who has obtained a firearm owner's 
identification card pursuant to this Act and who is not otherwise prohibited from 
obtaining, possessing o~ using a firearm may purchase or obtain a rifle or shotgun or 
ammunition for a rifle or shotgun in Iowa, Missouri, Indiana, Wisconsin or Kentucky. 

(b) Any resident of Iowa, Missouri, Indiana, Wisconsin or Kentucky, who is 18 
years of age or older and who is not prohibited by the laws of illinois, the 
state of his domicile, or the United States from obtaining, possessing or 
using a firearm, may purchase or obtain a rifle, shotgun or ammunition 
for a rifle or shotgun in Illinois. 

Ie) Any transaction under this Section is subject to the provisions of the Gun 
Control Act of 1968 (18 U.S.C. 922 (b)(3)). 

83-·::, Application for Firearm Owner's Identification Card. § 4. (a) Each applicant for a 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card shall: 

(1) Make application on blank forms prepared and furnished at convenient 
locations throughout the State by the Department of State Police; and 

(2) Submit evidence under penalty of perjury to the Department of State 
Police that: 

(i) He is 21 years of age or over, or if he is under 21 years of age that 
he has the writ ten consent of his parent or legal guardian to 
possess and acquire firearms al'ld firearm ammunition and that he 
has never been convicted of a misdemeanor other than a traffic 
offense or adjudged delinquent, pro\·ided, however, that such 
parent or legal guardian is not an individual prohibite~ from having 
a Firearm Ownerts Identification Card and files an affidavit with 
the Department as prescribed by the Department stating that he is 
not an individual prohibited from havi'lg a Card; 

(ii) . He has not been convicted of a felony under the laws of this or any 
other jurisdiction; 

(iii) He is not addicted to narcotics; 
(iv) He has not been a patient in a mental institution within the past S 

years; and 
(v) He is not mentally retarded. 
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(b) Each application form shall include the following statement printed in 
bold type: "Warning: False statements of the applicant shall result in 
prosecution for perjury in accordance with Section 32-2 of the Criminal 
Code of 1961." 

(c) Upon such written consent, pursuant to Section 4, paragraph (a) (2) (0, 
the parent or legal guardian giving the consent shall be liable for any 
damages resulting from the applicant's use of firearms or firearm 
am m uni tion. 

83-5. Approval or denial of application. § 5. The Department of State Police shall either 
approve or deny all applications within 30 days from the date they are received, and 
every applicant found qualified pursuant to Section 8 of this Act by the Department 
shall be entitled to a Firearm Owner's Identification Card upon the payment of a $5 
fee. $3 of each fee derived from the issuance of Firearm Owner's Identification 
Cards, or renewals thereof, shall be deposited in the Wildlife and Fish Fund in the 
State Treasury; $1 of such fee shall be deposited in the General Revenue Fund in the 
State Treasury and $1 of such fee shall be deposited in the Firearm Owner's 
Notification Fund. Monies in the Firearm Owner's ;-Jotification Fund shall be used 
exclusively to pay for the cost of sending notices of expiration of Firearm Owner's 
Identification Cards under Section 13.2. of this Act. Excess monies in the Firearm 
Owner's ;-I0tification Fund shall be used to ensure the prompt and efficient 
processing of applications received under Section 4 of this Act. 

83-6. Contents of identification card. § 6. A Firearm Owner's Identification Card, issued 
by the Department of State Police at such places as the Director of the Department 
shall specify, shall contain the applicant's name, residence, date of birth, sex, 
physrc:al description, recent photograph and such other personal identifying 
information as may· be required by the Director. Each Firearm Owner's 
Identification Card must' have printed on it the following: "CAUTION - This card 
does not permit bear~r to UNLAWFULLY carry or use firearms." 

33-7. Duration of identification card. § 7. Except as provided in Section 8 of this Act, a 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card issued under the provisions of this Act shall be 
valid for the person to whom it is issued for a period of 5 years from the date of 
issuance. 

83-8. Denial of application or revocation or seizure of card. § 8. The Department of 
State Police has authority to deny an application for or to revoke and seize a 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card previously issued under this Act only if the 
Department finds that the applicant or the person to whom such card was issued is 
or was at the time of issuance: 

(a) A person under 21 years of age who has been convicted of a misdemeanor 
other than a traffic offense or adjudged delinquent; 

(b) A person under ,,1 years of age who does not have the written consent of 
his parent or guardian to acquire and posse,s5 firearms and firearm 
ammunition, or whose parent or guardian has revoked such written 
consent, or where such parent or guardian does not qualify to have a 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card; 

(c) A person convicted of a felony under the laws of this or any other 
jurisdiction; 

(d) A person addicted to narcotics; 
(e) A person who has been a patient of a mental institution within the past ~ 

years; or 
(f) A person who is mentally retarded; or 
(g) A person who intentionally makes a false statement in the Firearm 

Owner's Identification Card application. 
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83-8.1. Felony convictions - Notification - TilDe for notification. § 8.1. The Circuit Clerk 
shall notify the Department of State Police, Firearms Identification Division, of the 
names and addresses of all persons convicted of a felony in his county. Such 
information shall be furnished within 30 days after the judgment of conviction 
becomes final. 

83-9. Denial of application or revocation or seizure of card - Notice. § 9. Every person 
whose application for a Firearm Owner's Identification Card is denied, and every 
holder of such a Card before his Card is revoked or seized, shall receive a written 
notice from the Department of State Police stating specifically the grounds upon 
which his application has been denied or upon which his Identification Card has been 
revoked. 

83-10. Appeal to director - Hearing - Relief from firearm possession prohibition. § 10. (a) 
Whenever an application for a Firearm Owner's Identification Card is denied, 
whenever the Department fails to act on an application within 30 days of its receipt, 
or whenever such a Card is revoked or seized as provided for in Section 8 of this 
Act, the aggl'ieved party may appeal to the Director of the Department Ot State 
Police for a hearing upon such denial, revocation or seizure. 

(b) Whenever, upon the receipt of such an appeal for a hea.ring, the Director 
is satisfied, that substantial justice has not been done, he may order a 
hearing to be held by the Department upon the denial or revocation. 

(c) Any person prohibited from possessing a firearm under Sections 2.4-1.1 or 
2.4-3.1 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or acquiring a Firearm Owner's 
Identification Card under Section 8 of this Act may apply to the Director 
of the Department of State Police requesting relief from such 
prohibition and the Director may gr~nt such relief if it is established by 
the applicant to the Director's satisfaction that: 

(1) the applicant has not been convicted of a forcible felony 
under the laws of this State or any other jurisdiction within 
20 years of the applicant's application for a Firearm Owner's 
Identification Carer, or at least 2.0 years have passed since the 
end of any period of imprisonment imposed in relation to that 
conviction, 

(2.) the circumstances regarding a criminal conviction, where 
applicable, the applicant's criminal history and his reputation 
are such that the applicant will not be likely to act in a 
manner dangerous to public safety; and 

(3) granting relief would not be contrary to the public interest. 

83-11. Review under Administrative Revi~w Law. § 11. All final administrative decisions 
of the Department under this Act shall be subject to judicial review under the 
provisions of the Administrative Review Law, and all amendments and modifications 
thereof, and the rules adopted pursuant thereto. The term "administrative decision" 
is defined as in Section 3-101 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 

83 .. 12.. Death of owner - Transfer. ! 12. The provisions of this Act sball not apply to the 
passing or transfer of any fireal'm or firearm ammunition upon the death of the 
owner thereof to his heir or legatee or to the passing or transfer of any firearm or 
firearm ammunition incident to any legal proceeding or action until 60 days after 
such passing or transfer. 

83-13. Acquisition or possession prohibited by law. § 13. Nothing in this Act shall make 
lawful the acquisition or possession of firearms or firearm ammunition which is 
otherwise probibited by law. 
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83-13.1. Municipal ordinance imposing greater restrictions or limitations. § 13.1. The 
provisions of any ordinance enacted by any municipality which requires registration 
or imposes greater restrictions or limitations on the acquisition, possession and 
transfer of firearms than are imposed by this Act, are not invalidated or affected by 
this Act. 

83-13.2. Firearm owner's identification card - Notice of expiration. § 13.2. The Department 
of State Police shall, 30 days prior to the expiration of a Firearm Owner's 
Identification Card, forward each person whose card is to expire a notification of 
the expiration of the card and an application which may be used to apply for renewal 
of the card. 

83-14. Sentence. § 14. Violation of this Act is a Class A misdemeanor. 

83-15. Severability clause. § 15. If any provision of this Act or application thereof to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity does not affect other 
provisions or applications of this Act which can be given effect without the invalid 
application or provision, and to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to be 
severable. 

83-1sa. Transfer of records - Identification cards, validity - Rights, powers and duties of 
Department. § 1 Sa •. When this amendatory Act enacted by the Seventy-Sixth 
General Assembly takes effect the records of the Department of Public Safety 
relating to the administration of the Act amended shall be h'ansferred to the 
Department of State Police. All Firearm Owner's Identification Cards issued by the 
Department of Public Safety shall be valid for the period for which they were issued 
unless revoked or seized in the manner provided in the Act amended. The 
Department of State Police as the SUCCtO!ssor to the Department of Public Safety 
shall have the rights, powers and duties provided in, and be subject to the provisions 
of sections 32, 33 and 34 of "The Civil Administrative Code of illinois". 
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Appendix B - Certifying Statement Form 

I hereby solemnly swear (sincerely affirm) that 1 am not a person prohibited irom 
possessing firearms or firearms ammunition, p\!t'suant to Illinois Revised Statutes, 
chapter 38, paragraph 24, and that I have not been a patient in a mental hospital 
within the past five years. I declare under penalty of perjury that the information 
contained in this statement i3 true and accurate. 

Acquiring Officer's Signature 

I certify that ____ ~~~~~-------, __ ~~~---~----~------~~~~~-----
Officer's Name Star, badge, or other numeric identifier 

is currently employed as a peace officer with the ____ ~-_--=__:_-_-----
Name of Agency 

The firearm or ammunition described herein is intended for use by the acquiring 
officer while engaged in the performance of his/her official duties. 

Tnis certification is valid for 60 days from the date of issuance. 

Description of Firearm 
Caliber/Gauge ~anufacturer Model Barrel Length Handgun: 0 Autoloading Other 

Inches 0 Revolver 

Description of Ammunition 
Caliber Grain Other/Comments 

•••••••••••••••••• ,II •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " it ••••••••••••• 1\1 

Signature of Chief Administrator or Designee 

........... 0" ••••••• l1li •••••••••••••• 0 ............................ "'.0 ••••• 

Title/Rank Date 

(See other side for explanation about Certifying Statement.) 
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1) The guidelines for the use of the Certifying Statement are set forth in the 
Administrative Rules, State of Illinois, chapter II, section 1230, exhibit B. 

2.) As of January 1, 1984, law enforcement officials became exempt from the 
provisions of the Firearm Owner's Identification (FOID) Act while engaged in 
the operation of their official duties. Therefore, law enforcement officials 
are no longer required to possess a FOID card as a prerequisite to acquiring 
firearms or firearm ammunition for duty use. 

3) Law enforcement officials attempting to acquire either a firearm or firearm 
ammunition for duty use must present a Certifying Statement signed by the 
employing agency's chief administrator (or designee). The Certifying 
Statement verifies the employment status of the law enforcement official, the 
type of weapon or ammunition to be purchased and that the 
firearm/ammunition identified within is intended for duty use by the acquiring 
officer. A copy of the Certifying Statement should be retained by the firearm 
dealer as verification of the exempted status of the law enforcement official. 
The Certifying Statement also serves as justification for waiv'ing the 
withholding period pursuant to illinois Revised Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph 
24-3(g). 

4) A t the time of acquisition of a firearm or firearm am munition to be used by a 
law enforcement official 1n the performance of his official duties, the law 
enforcement official (purchaser) must prese!lt a signed statement from the 
agency's chief administrator (or designee) certifying the following: 

a) Confirmation of the purchasing officer's employment; 

b) Confirmation that the firearm(s) or firearm ammunition will be used 
in the performance of official duties pursuant to the illinois Revised 
Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph 83-2(c); 

c) Confirmation of the officer's eligibility to possess firearms and 
firearm ammunition in accordance with Illinois Revised Statutes, 
chapter 38, paragraph 24-3.1. 

5) Any law enforcement official not qualified to possess firearms or firearm 
ammunition due to the provisions of minois Revised Statutes, chapter 38, 
paragraph 24-3.1, may seek relief from disabilities in accordance with Illinois 
Revised Statutes, chapter 38, paragraph 83-10. It should also be noted that 
the • provisions of the FOlD Act pertain to all individuals (including law 
enforcement officials) concerning the personal or private possession or 
acquisition of firearms or firearm ammunition. The exemption for law 
enforcement officials is limited to the acquisition and posseuiOD of firearms 
and firearm ammunition for duty use only. 

6) All federally licensed firearm dealers are responsible for ensuring transactions 
are completed with qualified individuals. Firearm dealers should verify the 
purchaser's identity by inspection of the officer's credentials. 

7) If you have any questions, please contact FOlD Program personnel at 
2.17/782-7980. 
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APPENDIX 3 

ILLINOIS STATE AND MUNICIPAL CODES REGARDING FIREARMS 

Source: State Laws and Published Ordinances-Firearms 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, December 1986. 
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.... 
Illinol • 

State Law 
IL Ann. Stat. 

Chapter 38. Criminal Law and ProctIdure 

ARTICLE 24. DEADLY WEAPONS 

24-1. Unlawful UN of weepona. 
(a, A person commits the offenso of unlaw

ful use 01 weapons when he knowingly: e 0 0 

(2) CarrIes or posaessea with Intent to UN 
the same unlawfully against another, a· 0 0 

stun gun or taser or any other dangerous or 
deadly weapon or instrumoot of like charac
ter; or 

(3) Carries on or about his psraon or in any 
vehicle, a tear gas gun projector or bomb or 
any object containing noxious liquid gas or 
substance, other than an object containing a 
nonlethal noxious liquid gas or subatance 
designed solely for pernonaI defense carried 
by a person 18 years of age or older, or 

(4) Cames or po8S988e8 In any vehicle or 
concealed on or about his penson except 
when on his land or in his own abode or fixed 
place of businesa any pistol, revolvet, stun 
gun or taser or other firearm; or 

(5) Sets a spring gun; or 
(6) P0888SSOI any device or attachment of 

any kJnd designed, used or intended for use in 
silencing the report of any firearm; or 

(7) Sella, manufactures. puI'Ct\ases, p0s
sesses or cati'ie8 Ii machine gun, which shall 
be defined for the purpoaea of this sub&ectlon 
as any weapon, wI'Iich shoota, is d8eigned to 
shoot, or can be readily ree10red to shoot, 
automatically more than one shot without 
manually reloading by a single function of the 
trigger, including the frame or receiver of any 
such weapon, or sells, manufactures. pur
chases, posaesaea. or canieo any c0mbina
tion of parts cIealgned or Int&nded for use in 
converting any weapon into a mac:hIne gun. 
or any combination of parIa from which • 
machine gun can be usombIed if such parta 
anD in the poaeIlion or under the control of 
a parson, or any rifle having one or more 
barreIa lea than 18 inchM in length or a 
shotgun having one or ITIOI'8 barrels lea than 
18 inchea in length or any weapon made from 

a rifle or shotgun, whether by alteration, 
modification, or otherwise, if SUCh a weapon 
as modified has an overall length of Iesa than 
26 1nc1'1e8 or any bomb, bomb-8helI, grenade, 
bottie or other contalner containing an exp1o
sive substance of over one-quarter ounce f~ 
like purposes, such as, but not limited to, 
black powder bombs and Molotov cocktaUs or 
artillery projectiles; or 

(8) Carries or ~SG8eea any firearm, stun 
gun or taser or other deadly weapon in any 
place which is licensed to sell intoxicating 
beverages, or at any public gathering held 
pursuant to a license issued by any govern
mental body or any public gathering at which 
an admission is charged, excluding a place 
whefe a showing, demonstration or lecture 
involving the exhibition of unloaded firearms 
is conducted; or 

(9) C4rries or posaesse& in a vehicle or on 
or about his person any pistol, r6volver, stun 
gun or taser or firearm, when he is hooded, 
robed or masked in such manner as to 
conceaJ his identity; or 

(10) Carries or possesses on or about his 
penson, upon any public street. alley, or other 
pubNc Ianda within thtt corporat9 limits of a 
city, village or incorporated town, except 
when an invitee thereon or therein, for the 
purpose at the display of such weapon or the 
lawful commerce in weapons. or except when 
on his land or in his own abode or fixed place 
of business, any pistol, rfJ\/olver, stun gun or 
t.aHf or othec' firearm. 

A "Iriun gun Of" taW", as used in this 
paragraph (a) means 0) any device which is 
powered by electrical charging units. such as 
batteriea. and which firaa one or several 
barbs attached to a length of wire end which, 
upon hitting a human, can send out a current 
capable of disrupting person's oorvoua sys
tam In such a manner as to render him 
incapable of normal functioning or (H) any 
device which is powered by eIectricaJ charg
Ing units, such as batteriea, and which, upon 
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contact with a human or clothing worn by a 
human, can send out a current capable of 
disrupting the person's nerYOYS system in 
such a manner as to render him incapable of 
normal functioning. 

(11) Sella. manutactur" or purchues any 
explosive bullet For PIJI'POl!8S of this para
graph (8) "upIoa4v. buhi" means the 
projectile portion of an ammunition cartridge 
which contains or canies an explosive charge 
which will explode lIpon contact with the flesh 
of a human or an animal. "cartrtdge" means 
a tubular metal case having projectile affixed 
at the front thereof and a cap or primer at the 
rear end thereof, with the propellant con
tained such tube between the projectile and 
the cap. 

(12) Cstries or po8M88e8 on Of about his 
person any 0 • • pistol or revolver or other 
firearm, bomb, grenade, bottle or other con
tainer containing an explosive substance of 
over one quarter ounce, or cartridge while in 
the building or on the grounds ot any elemen
tary or secondary school, community college, 
college or university. This paragraph (12) 
shall not apply to law enforcement officafs or 
security officer of such school, college or 
university, nor to students carrying or po&
seaalng fireanns for use in training courses, 
parades. hunting, target shooting on school 
ranges, or otherMoo with the consent of 
school authorities and which firearms are 
transported unloaded and enclosod in a suit
able case, box or transportation package. 

(b) s.rrtence. A person convicted of It 
violation of Subsection 24-1 (a)(l) through (5) 
Subsection 2<4-1(a)(8), Subsection (a)(10) or 
of 24-1(9.)(11), commits a Class A misde
meanor; a person convicted at a violation of 
Subsection 2<4-1 (a)(6) or 2<4-1 (&)(7) commits a 
CIasa 3 felony. A person convicted ot a 
violation of SubtJection 24·1(8)(9) or 24-
1(a)(12) commits a Clau 04 felony. A pot'8On 
convictsd of a second or st.bseqoent viota-
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lien 01 SltI:INe*"n 24-1(1)(4) commlta & 0.. 
4 ftb'IV. 

(C) Vlo.lllloUI on ccftOCf ~. (1) A 
I*tcn who v\oIIItIM ~ 24-1(8)(8) Of 
24-1 (&)(7) In trIY 8ChcoI Of on the ,... proper. 
ty CC1ilPill*~ any 9ChoOI commrts & Clue 2 
felony. (2) A penon whO ~ s..~1 
24-1 (a)(i) in IIfY IChOOI Of on the ..... propw. 
ty compritjng IIF1 IChOot ccmmitI a au. 3 
felony. Sc:hocI it defined u atrt public Of 
privata eI«nW1tIIY Of I4ICOfId,uy IChooI c0m
munity col •• col. Of unMnity. 

(d) TM ~ in an automobiHt other 
than a public omnibul at IlT'/ ~. iM1rU
m«It or wblltanee referred to in SubMctlon 
(Il)(n is prima facMI ev;donco ttlat it is in the 
~ of. and is booing ctrried by, all 
pcnona occupying such automobile at the 
time.uc:n~. instrument or ~ it 
found. .x~ under IN following circum
stancM: (I) if such ~. irmrument or 
inltrumen1ality is found upon the ~ of 
one of the occupan1a therein; Of (Ii) if IIIUCh ' 
wMPO". int1n.!tMnt or ~ is found In 
an aIr, 'IC1'IObiIG optMIted for hlro by a duly 
11<*1";', j driwt in the due. lawful and proper 
pum.... of hll ~. thGn such pr~ 
shall not ~ to the drIv.-. 

COIMLuI'. NoTa: 

1. AI penGM In IIIne*. InduOlnt law 
enforc:>lftMlfrt of1Iowa, ... PfOI'IMXted frOm 
pa ..... 1ng "~ aupprlIIIOft" or ..... 
Ieonc\ln," eInce euc:h ~ .. ~ 
for UM In IIenctng the roport of a nr.rm 
[524-1(1)(1)). IL ~ advIeofy .2W2. 

2. No IMfIIOIt of tho ~ putIIIC Ia 
IUthorized to purch.IIM or po..... • 
WMfMIft dIecrlbed In tubeectfon 24-1(1)(7) 
• 0 eo",. faCt that • wtNIIPGft Ie currMt
Iylnc~.of~·· .~ 
automatically toMfy '**_ of tho elf*" 
ltV of Ita ~ doee not ~ lie 
purchMe Of poMIItaon by anllllno6a .... 
dent (124-1(a)(7)). IL State ~ WoI2. 

24-1.1 Unlawful UN of ftrMrme by ,... 
on .. 

(II) It is unlawful for. person to knowingly 
po....a on or about his panon or on hit land 
or in his own abode or fixed piI!ce of butIinea 
any weepon prohibited under s.cticn 24-1 of 
tM Act or any fIrMrm Of at't'I finNtm 8I'MU1I
lion if tho I*SOI'I hu bNn comrictId of 1 
fe40ny UNder the laws of ~ St&ta or IIf'I 
othtt jurIadictIon. ThIs SectkxI and not IPPIY 
if the PIf'IIOC'I hal bNn gr&nttId ,...., by lM 
Oirectot of the 0epar1ment of State PolIce 
purwant to SoctIon [83-10}. 

(b) s.ntenc& Vkl'atlon of thIe s.cuon by. 
person not con~ in a \*Will ~ thai 
be a Clue 3 ftMotiy. ArrI pw'IQn 'tmo vIcI&atIle 
~ s.cuon wf'IiIe confined In • pM'IIIIlnsttIuo 
tIon &I deI'tMd In SGctIon 2·1" of ItIie CedI Ie 
guilty of. aa.. 1 ffJlony. if he ponUUl1Iff 
WMPOO prohibited undtIr s.ction 24-1 of ttdI 
CodfI ~;Jeea of the intMt 't'rith which he 
poucIU8I it, and & CI&Ie X fllony it hit 
po ... 'U11If'/ ftrwIm. fnIn'n ammunitkIn or 
explOliYe. 

24-2. Ex"",,,, 
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Ily Itw' Ida rd !hi i'WdJI1g of ..... The 
OIpartn ... lt of RuglltlStbl and NiIClllan 
IMI ~ ~ documMlaUon to dim-
01IStI'MI the IUCCIeItuI ~i of Q:ft 
c:cqa Sucti ~ IhII be canted 
by the MCWtty gwwd a1 &It tirneo whIIf'I htI it in 
po.llnion of • Clone •• 1f ~ 

(7) ~ tIn!S ~ of the Illinois 
~ I~ ComnItaion IIJthc> 
rtzld by IN CommioIIon to *lY 1M W'MP
ont ~ in ~" 24-1(1)(3) and 
24-1(1)("). while on duty in the CQI.f'IO at any 
inve.t!gallon for the Commiaior .. 

(8) Pwsona .mpkIyed by a fInIIndaI institu
tion foru-.. P4~1 of oUw ~ and 
PfOI*tY relal*:t to such ~ instttution. 
wNIe ~ ~ in the pIrlormancG of 
their duu., COI"I1f11UtIng bMwMn thoir homee 
and p4acM of ~ or traw/Iing be
twMn .... or ~ 0WMd or opnt8d 
by ouch ftna.ndai iMtItutIon. ~ \hat IlT'/ 
I*1OIlIO ~ hu ~ com
p6e-.d a CO\M'H of GUJdy. approved by and 
~ by 1M Doper1rnent of R~Uon 
and Educa1iort. COIl8IcIitg of not lea ttwt ~ 
hours of tranng wtW:h includM !hny of law 
enfor 011, MN1t, llablilty for acta, and IN han
dling of ~ Tho ~ of R .. 
trII1Ion and Educa1Icn thai ~ suitable 
doc:umI!Intalion to demoIlltrar. thIi u:; c Illftti 
completion oi such cou:n.. and IUCh docu
"* ,Iation INIII be CII1'iId by the pef'IQfi !to 
trained at iii em.. when IUCh I*'5On '- in 
pa .... on of a ~ wupon. For 
~ of 1hia ~ "ftIl1i1lCiM Indo 
tutton" r'I'IIIIIIM & bIw*. IiI!IWiIIga n loin 
aaociation. cndt tnon or ,campa." pnMd
ing IIm1OI'8d CfII ~ 

(9) AnI ptlflot! ~ by III afT1'!Ol'1ld 
CIiI' company to cli1ve 11'1 armored car whiM! 
actuIIIy ~ in the pef1amianc:e of tv. 
dutiA 

(10) P«IOI'II wtIo have ~ el.uIifIecI liS 
pefI08 oftIccn pu'SIJIl\t to [Chaptar 127 1 /2. 
1601. lit Nq.J. 

(11) I~ of the Office of the 
Stato'. Attorneys AppeIlato Proaecutor au
tt10riad by the boatd of govemcn of 1M 
OffIce of the Slats'. AttcI'Mya ~14t1 
~ to C&rry 'NU4)Q418 pcnuant to 
[Chapter 14. s..~7.oeJ. 

(12) ~. trampOc'ta1Ion. Of sail of 
w-.pons to i*'IOI'It au1hoIized under (') 
throuQh (10) of !hit &IbMc1Ion to posMU 
thole :ca~:nL 

(b) "ltinc1lOn 24-1(8)(4)" 2+1(&)(10) 
do not I;Iflty 10 « sffect M'I of the 
toIOwInfJ 

(1) Mcmbtra of trr'/ club or organization 
~ for 1M ~ at practjcing Ihoot· 
ing a1 targeUI upon MtIIIbIIIhId \algIIt rat'IQM. 
wneu. pubic 01' privat8, patrons of sucI'I 
~ wI'Iiht IUCh ~ 01 pa1n:)nS &1'. 
UIIng tMir ftrNnnt on IhOee target rangM. 

(2) 0uIy authottmf I'I'Ii6!f8Iy or civil organiza
tiona ~ ~ wtIh the ~ I*fniS
lion of the Gowmor. 

(3) IJc8nMd I'u1tn. Ir'IIPI*I or ftIhmnIn 
~ ~ In hunting. ~ or ~ 

(4) TrantPOI'tation of weapons brokGN1 
down In 1 non-functioninQ .-Of not irnIM
~ IlCOIiIItiG 



(e) ISuDIoclion 24-1(8)(7) oa.. not...., 
to or IIffec:t ., of the fuIoWtIsg: 

(1) PMCO offlc:8'a wtIiIe 1'1 ~ of 
their offtciaI dutiM. 

(2) WIIfdInI, 8UPIN1irI1I ........ lillnltata and ~ 
of pri8onB, peciWl ..... ,.. and ottw inBtI-
IuIiona for tho CNcJticn cst ~ accuMd 
or COI'NicWd of an off .... 

(3) MetntMn of the AnMd Servicea or 
Reeorw Fc:ln:a of IN U1Dd Stable or the 
llinoia NdonI6 Guard. wna. in the J*for
manco of their officiIIIl dUff. 

(4) ~. tnII..xatatiOrJ. or .. of 
mechine gI.n to PIIf'IO"8 ~ under 
(1) through (3) of this &1be8ction to poueea 
~ gInI. If IN rnacttn guna ..... ~ 
ken down in • ~ atatlI ~ not 
~ IICC I .t:Ie 

(5) Penons IIcanMd tmIr ~ law to 
~ My ~ from which oight or 
mora II'IobI or buhta can be ~ by • 
lingle function of th8 ftring ~ or ammu
nition for auc:h n ~ IS, end ectuIIIy en
~ in IN bu:Iinea of n-.uf8cturing IUCh 
W 18POI1B or IIfIIf'IU1iIion bIA r:rif with ~ 
to actIvttlM wtIic:h at'8 within the lawful IICope 
of .uch ~ 8UCh as h InIRIfactln. 
tnBJ !SpOIUtioI1, or tedng of 8UCh WINIPOIIli or 
amrnurWtion. Thio ~ daM not auth0-
rize the ~ privIIW CC II 'Ilion of any 
WMPOtI from whk:h 8igtt or men shoUI or 
~ can be dIilct1III'gtd by • eingIe function 
of the·fIring daMoI but orYy IUCh pc.I II' on 
and &CIMtIM whIc:tI In WIlt*' the lawful 
ICXIp8 of " IIcInMd ~ buIinNs 
~ in this pallICJIlIPI" 

CUing tI1InIpcIrtatio IUCf'I WI 1;1 OIlS IheII 
bit broUn down In • ~ state ('X 

not ~ IIIXI 1 5·" 
(6) The ~ ~.~ tMtIng, 

deIIw!Ky, ~ or ~ and ell lawful com
l'I'leI'CiaI or ~_ ~ ~ 
thInICO. of riIIM. 1I'iotgI.n. and WI~" 
INIde from rtnee or ~ or IIITII'IU"IItio 
tor IUCh rffIM, IhotQIa'W or A r ~ .. wn.. 
eng1IQOd In by • pei"8Qn opel dig U • 
c:ontractar or aIbccIltnICIDr ~ to • 
contract or lUbcoI.tract tcr the ~,.". 
and IUppty 0I1UCh rtn.. ~ WIIiPOt
Of ammunition to the Urielld Sates oowm
mMt or any br'IIIcti of the Armed Forces of 
tho Unltld Statee. when u::h ~ .. 
neoICIUIIIY and inddent to fuIttIIing thea tanna 
of IUCtI contract. 

The ~ granted t.n:IIIr this IUbsGc
tIon Ihd aiIJo ~ to ." authorized egem 
of any IUCh contractor or M.OCCIfflI'IICtor who 
Is ot*alilQ witt*l1tMt accce 01 h'- employ
IMf1t, wn.. IUCh IIdivMIM Ir1't'Otmg 8UCh 
~ weIIPOtI8 or ~ am r-=-
HfY and InddGm to ftifIIInV IhII r.nn. of u:h 
contract. 

DurIng tmI iiij)OI1alb'" I!IPf wc:h ~ 
shall bel lYoKGn down In a non-functiollilQ 
Itat8, or not ~ lICe. i libMto 

• • • • 
(e) ~ 24-1(11)(1) doM not IIpIdy 

to any OWIW, ININIQCIC' Of amonz.ct ef\'IPIO';'
.. of .ny ptIliCII specified In that SubeectIcn 
nor to any law enfon';ement offioBr. 

(f) SUIbIJIoC1Jon 24-1(s)(4l and ~ 
24-1(8)(10) dO not ..., to Ii.llt ..... of eny. 

club or organization ~ for IN IU
poN of ~IO tIhooIi'Ig at targcta upon 
~ taIget I'&I'IQM. whottW public or 
private. wNIe using their fnMnI on theM 
target ~ 

(g) Subuctlon 24-1(&)(11) and 2 .... 
3.1(8)(7) dO not IIPPIY to: 

(1) MemtIera of IN Atmod s..w:. 01' 
R...". ForoM of the Unitad Stable or the 
illinois Ndon&I GUIlI'd, wt1iIo in the J)ItIcr. 
mance of their otfidaI duty. 

(2) ~ coIl8ctcrs at antIqtN or .... 
plus miIltI!Iy on:tInance. 

(3) L.tboratorIea having a ~ of 
foronsic bdI6tica. or specializing In the ~ 
09"*It of ammt.II'Iition or ~ 0rdi
nance; 

(4) eonwn..e», plepIII'IIlIcn, UMI'Itbly, or 
poa:MUion of ~ buIIM:a by tnaJ'Mao. 
Ilnra of ammunition IIcenIed by 1M federal 
gowtmr'Il«1t. In connection with the IUPPIY of 
thoM ~ and pnons ~ 
by IIIbMdion (1) of ~ (g) of !him 
SectIon. or like ~ and I*IMII 
outJjde the State, or the transportation of 
expk)Ii tie bulIota to at'ff organization or per
son ~ In this Soction by & common 
cam.r or by a ~ owned or IMMd by an 
exempt8d rnanuf&ctunIf. 

(h) An infor'matIon or indIctrnWIt build 
upon • ViCXation of any SUbeIlction of tnIa 
~ need nat negative any flXOI'I\fICiOI .. 
containecIln ItiIa ArtIde. The defendGtIt IIhd 
haMt IN bu'den of proving IUCh an eqmp
lion. 

(I) NotI'ing in this AnicIe WJI prohibit. 
Ippty to, or att8Ct the ~ canying, 
01' pon I Ii Oil, of any pistol or revotver. stun 
gun. taw, or other finNInn COIIIigI led to • 
Common C&nier ~ uoo.r IicenM of 
the State of IIIInots or the Federal GcMim
IMnt, wn.na IUCh traI~" C8II1Yino. 01' 
poll .... an ia ~ to the lawful tranIpor
taticn In which IUCh Cof~ cam. Ie en
g&QDd; and nottJjng in thIa ArtIcItI ahsIf protib
It, ~ to. or atf8ct the tnU'IIportalion, ClIITY
Ing. or pc IUlliet! of any piatoI. ~. stun 
gun, tusr, or othar fnInn. not INIUbject of 
and ~ by sutlMction 24-1(&)(7) or 
IUbMetion 24-2(c) at tnIa ArtIdII. which Ie 
unIoadfId and endoNd In " cue, fIrseimI 
~ box. ~ box. or ottw contHw. 
by the pouRllOt of a valid FlnNInn Ownen! 
ldentfficl:tion Card. 

24-2.1 UnIIiwfuI UN of rnet8I pIIIrcIng 
buMMa. 

(a) A pc'IIOI1 commIta the offwiM of un£aw.. 
fuI UN of rMtaI pi8rcing bullets whIIn he 
knowingly ~ ... ~ pol".'" or canies any metal pMrcing bul
let. 

For the ~ of tnIa &IctIon, "mGtaI 
pGenMg buIIet" mecnc ~ 
~ buIIMa; ~ bu!JIrIa with 0th
er than IOIId or lead alloy corN; and amnui
lion of which the bullet ItIeIf Ii wtIoIly com
pOlled of • metIII 01 mebII Il60y ottw than 
IMd. 

The dwftIlilloo contaiIlIId herein IhaII not be 
~ to include Ihotgun Il'MIIIa. 

(b) ExMllIPtIoM. Thill Section do-. not 
apply to or atfact aTf'/ 01 the fo&MoIng: 

(1) Peace omc.n. 
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(2) W .... aup-.nwcldMta and k ...... 
of pri8cne, ~ jails and other initio 
tutioN fer the dMIIntion r:f pcnons accuHd 
or corMcted of an offwM. 

(3) tMmbIn of tho Arma!d forces or Re
NNe Foron of the United Stable or the 
IIIInoIa NationsI GUIld ~ In the pericr
manc8 of their official dut!eL 

(4) FedfraI otfICIaIa required to carry fIro. 
BITnS, while ongIiged in the performance of 
their official dutia. 

(5) Unibld Statce MarsI'IaIa. while engaged 
In the ptI'fonnance of their official dutiM. 

(6) PerIona IioInStKl under '/ederaI law to 
~, In'4XJI1, or NIl fWeMna and 
ftfann amrtUlItIon. and IiCUWIy ~ in 
any IUCh bu8intNIa. but only with reIPICt to 
acttvtI*I which are wntWI IN lawful eccpe of 
euch buIinea, such as IN manulectl.n, 
InIIIflPOI tllllioI.. or testing of ascI1 buII6ta 01' 
fif1'irTUIitkln 

ThIs ~ doee nat authori%e the 
general private POll II ,let! of any metal Of 
armor pioft:ing bullet. but only III..dt poaea
sIon and actlvItiM wtlich are within the lawful 
8COp8 of alicenaed bI..trIinesa doSCtibtId in this 
~ 

(7) l.&bora1orfe4I having a clepertment of 
fOl'Wlltic baIIiIItics or spscializing in the d8veI
opt'I'*'It of &I'IVI'U1ition or axpIoIivtI ordnance. 

(8) Manufactln, 1rInI;:Iortation I)f aaJe of 
rnM2l or armor piercing tMleta to perDOn8 
~ authorized under ~ (1) 
tIvough (7) of tnIa IUbIoction to pouoas 
IUdl buht8. 

(0) An infonnation 01' Indictment bu8d 
upon • viOfatIon of thlif S6ct!on need not 
negate ~ ~ hcnin c:ontIJiIMd. The 
defendant thaJ.I MWI tho i:uOen of proving 
IUCh an exornpIiorL 

(d) 161' ..... A penon COI"Nicted of un
lawful UN of metal piercing buIIota IIhaJI be 
guilty of. C1ua 3 f~. 

24-2.2 ~ .. or tranafw of 
buIMa r .... 1tIJld to be IMtIII ~ 
buIIIitL 

(8) Except .. provided in u-ction (b) of 
tIVa Soction, it ia unlawful tor any I*WOI'I to 
knowIngty manuf1ICtLIw .... ~ offer to 181!. or 
tranafw any ~ wt1ich ia ~ to be 
met.W or armor pisn:ing; to be ~ 
~ coatIId; to be jl:cketod end have • 
core ott. than lied or lead alloy; or to be 
whoIty cornpoud of c metal or mota! alloy 
other than IeIId. 

(I) ExompUonL Thia Section do. not 
appty to or att.ct any ~ G.UtI'Ioriz8d 
under Section 24-2.1 to manufact1n. Hli. 
purchaN. poaaeoa. or carry any metal pion:. 
In; bullet with r...,.ct to actMtie:8 which are 
wittlIn the lawful acope of tho eurnption 
ttIcnIn grantM1 

(0) An Information or intti.."trMnt baaed 
upon • violation of thia SectIon IlNd not 
negate any ...... I!plion henIin contained. The 
defendant IhaJI /'\aYe the tuden of PfOVing , 
IIUCh an ~ end tha1 troe ectMtiu 
formi'Ig the bail of any etmnaJ charge 
brought pnutnt to this Section WIn within 
the lawful ICQpe of IUCh ~ • 

(d) Sa .... ~, .. , or trwIa
for of buIIota lepI...m.d to b4I rnetaI pi&dng 
buIIaa II • au. " tetany. 



24-3. UnIIawtut .... of ~ 
A peraon commitJI tile offenM of tnswfuI 

aa,1e of fIrMrrmI wh;o; tMI k11OWi1 qr. 
Ca) Sella or gIv-. II'rI flnIarm of a ala 

which may be ~ upon th8 pnon to 
any penIOfl under 18 yMrS Of Age; or 

(b) Sella or given any ftrHm1 to • perwon 
uncklr 21 Y9VS of aoe who has been convict
ed of II r~ ottw than • tra1ftc 
offllflM or adjudg«1 ~ or 

(c) S8IIs or gives any firearm to any narcot
ic addict; or 

(d) Sella or givos any firearm to eny J)GfIOn 

who hall been ~ of a felony t.ncIer the 
Iawa of this or any other ~ or 

(0) Sella or gives any firNrm to any,..". 
who hu bMn • !)flUent In a merrI8 ~ 
within the put 5 )'MIl; or 

(I) Sella or givaa arry tnarrns to any ~ 
who Is rnenttiJly IlrtIrded; or 

(D) DoIlvera any firearm of a m YIfICtI may 
be concealad upon the peqon. irlddIIruJ to a 
sale. without witttholdillQ 08IMtty at such 
firecrm for at least 72 houra after ~tion 
for ita purchUe Ila.c been made. or dtIMn 
any rifle. shotgun or otner long gun. irv:::IdentaI 
to II 1$. without WittItIoIding delivery at 8UCh 
rifle. ahotgun or other long gun tor lit ... 24 
hours after application for its fU'Chae h8a 
bean made. HO'NtIWII'. this ~ IMll 
not app!y to: 

(1) the aale of a fireMn to Ii law ~ 
ment otfic« or-.. I*1!Ot'\ woo 0... to 
purctluo a firearm fer UH In ~ the 
puDIic intereat incident to his ~..,t as 
II bank guard. at'I'Md truck guard. or 01h« 
similar empjoyment; or 

(2) a mail order aaIe of II flrNrm to a 
not w8lident of IIIInoia under which the firNnn 
Is maiiGd to .. point 0UI2Ii0It the bounailInIIe of 
illinois; or 

(3) Ihe aalo of a fil"*"1 to IR 001 onII8dIInt of 
lIIinoia while at a tnerm tt.ow;ng or diIp4ay 
recognized by the illinois ~ of Statct 
Police; or 

(4) the .. of a ~ to a dHJer Ii08nlIed 
under the Fedac'Si {Goo Control} Ad of tt-.. 
United StatH; or 

(h) WhHe holding any Iic«\M I.I'ICir the 
Federal "Gun Con1rd Act 01 1 .... ' • u 
amtnded, u a deaW, irrIpor18r, ~ 
or pavtnbroker; rMIIU1Icturea. .. or deijy.. 
era to any IJI'IIiconMd I*'IOtI a hendgun 
haWlg a barm. aIIde. frame or 1'8CIIiver which 
Is • die casting of %inc alloy or any ottw 
~ rMtIlI wtlIctt wWI malt or 
deform at a ~ of lea thin aoo 
degnicc F~ For purpoaea of IhIa 
~. 

(1) "fIrMrm" It dIriined [in f 83-1.1); 
(2) "hllndgunH III defined U II IirNnn 

daiQned to be tMIkI and fired by the "" of a 
~ hand, and ~ a CQUD'IIlIOn of 
partI from which a firMnn can be .... ,1OIOd. 

(I) Sella or givM • firMn'n of arry IIiZIB to any 
I*8OfI under 18 )'NI'I of age who doc!e not 
poaea • valid FI'efII'11 Owner'a k:Min1IfIca.. 
tIon Card. 
m ~ (h) of 1t1is Section Iihd not 

inc:tuds ~ IKMd 'A'ithIn 6 mon1S'la aftIf 
... etm.llt of thIa AmIIIldatOIy Act of 1913. 
nor Ihd ""y fir1IItrnI IIIgdy ownoct or poe. 
~ by 1liiy auz.n or purc:hued bot fnI 

citi:ztIn with1'16 roomtlI after tho ~ of 
U. amttndatory Act of 1973 bI IUbteCt to 
~ or Mizln undIw the ~ 
of INa atMIldadOI Y Act of 1 Q73. NothIng In 
thIa amelldatory Act of 1973 c.hIlI bI con
atrUIId to prohibit ttIe gift or trtlde of any 
fir8em1 If that finIarm wu Iegdy hIIId or 
~ wi'lhW\S I1'lOI'IltII &ftIlr the ~ 
of this III'MndIItcwy Act of 1973. 
(k)~ 

Any peraon ~ of UI1IawtuI aalct of 
fInNrma In vtoIatiOn of ~ (b) 1hrouiZt\ 
(h) ~ a CIua A 1T'IitIdemoanor. 

Any penon corMc:ted of unlawful ... Of 
fir8erma in YioI&tiOn of ~ (a) or (I) 
commitII • Clue 4 felony. 

24-3. 1 UrI&M1riUi pCMIllillli!on of t'IrNrmII 
and fIrNrrn IIfMMIIItUon. 

(a) A peqon COITIr'IN the off __ of unlaw
ful pcII. Ilion of fiIwtms 01' fIrMnn ammunl
tion w1'»n: 

(1) He Is under 18 yoara 01 age and hu In 
Ilia poaMaion any fire&rm of a Iia which 
may be ccnceaJed upon the 1**lf1. 

(2) He .. under 21 yem of age. has been 
COfMct1Id of 8 ~ other than a 
trafflc oftenM or adjudged delinquent and 
has any 1'lI'INIms Of firNrm ammunition in his 
poIlIIuicn; or 

(3) He has boIIn conW::ted of a felony 
under the !aWl of !his State or any other 
juria1dlctlon. and hal any firNrm or fIrsGrm 
III'IVI'UIItion in his poaaeaion; or 

(4) He Is a narc:01ic addict and has any 
firearms 01' firearm ammunition In his poaaea
a.ion;or 

(5) He hu beon a patient In. a mental 
hOspital within the put 5 years and has any 
fifNrms 01' fireerm ammooition in his poI&M
Ilion; or 

(6) He Is mentally retatOId and hac tiny 
firseI'ms or tnArm IIlMUlition in his pc)iIMI
lion. 

(7) He hu In Ilia pot:Ifalan any tIlqlbWe 
wu.t. 

Fer purpoMa of thia palaoraph "oxp!oetvo 
1:M1lIt" ITMNInS the Pft)jec:tM portion of an 
IlM\UnItiQn cartridQCt which ~ 01' CIt
riGe an ~ ~ which will explode 
upon con1&ct with tho n.th of • human or an 
animal. "cartridge" I'lIMIlI a tubuItr metal 
caM haYing II projIIctiIe atIbced at the front 
thereof and .. cap or primer at tho rear end 
theniIof, with the prQpII/Wrt contIinIId in auch 
tube Mtween tho projectile and the cap. 

(b) 8entenofJ. UnIawtul poaaMIion of tv. 
anna &and fii'earrn ammuMion Is • Clan A 
~. 

24-3.2 UnlaWful dt.charg. of metal 
pIfIrcing butMtL 

(111) A perIQfI COI'!1I11b tile offenN of unIa\Yo 
fIJI ~ of IMtaI piercing buII8ta WhIn 
he knovMgty or ~ UII08 • InIItm 
~ buIIot In v\oIa1ion of this ~ For 
pwpoMIf of thia Section. "!MIIII p6eroIng 
bufMt" /Tl8&nI ~
ed buI!eta; ~ ~ With ~ 1han 
lead 01' INd alloy corea; and &mfTUIition of 
which the buIIoJt ItaeIf ia whcIty C()mpCII@d of • 
metal or matIiI day oti'IoW than IeId. The 
dofinItion COItta!ned herein shall not be con
m.K!d to n:ua. ~ IheIIL 
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(b) A ".,..an 00I'I'ImitB • CIaIa X felony 
wNn he Of Ihe Ic.I'Iowing that • firMrm as 
deftneci In s.dkln (83-1.1) Is loaded with 8 
nwt.iIt pien:ing ~ ~ or~ 
Iy ~ IUCh ftrewm and Ildl buitets 
atriICao any other penIOn. 

(c) Any I*IIOt'I Who pol ....... concoaIlId 
on Of about hila J*I(In, • mMaI pIOrcing bullet 
and a fIrMnn IIC.lItabMI for tho dIIIcharge thero
of i8 gutty of a C1ua 2 fek)ny. 

Cd) Thls &iction doN not apply to 01' affect 
8lTi of tM foIlo'Mng: 

(1) P9IICO offlc:elra; 
(2) WiJdeM. ~ and keep«a 

Of priIona, ~ j&iIa and other inati
tutlona for the Mten1ion of I*'\ICif18 accused 
or ~ of an ofhInu; 

(3) MembmI ot the AmMId Servk:ea or 
R ...... Forces at tho United States Of' the 
IIHnoIa National GUIld wt1/!4J in the perter
mane:. of their of1iciIl dutIOI; 

(4) FedInI otfldaIs requAd to carry fire
arms wtliIe ~ in the pecfonnance of 
their otfIdaI dutIa: 

(5) United St&a MarahaIa. while engaQ9d 
In tho ~ of Ihe4f officIaJ dutiea. 

244.3. Unlawfut .. or ddIIWIry of ft .... 
IInM on the pr""'" 01 any IChoof,. Any 
ptraOn 18 YMB of age or oIdor who sells, 
sow- or dtI4Mwi any flrNrm to any person 
Uf'IdW 18 years of age In any achooI or on the 
real prOf*tY OOCt\9Ciang any IChoct commits 
II Class 3 felony. School Is ~, for the 
~ at thltI Section. aa any public 01' 
private e/em8ntaty or MCOndaIy 1CMoI. com
I'IlC.InI1y col.. college or UI'IiYfnIty. This 
doss not appty to pace offlcefs or to stu
dentg canying or pc aiMaillg fitMrms for use 
in ec:tIoo( trairling COI.nO&, ~ taroet 
Ihooting on achooI rangea, or otheI wiN with 
the coneent of IChooI ellthcrilicN and which 
finMIrms ant ~ unIoad«J and en
cIONd In a IIUMbHt caN, box or transporta
ticn~ 

244 ~ 01 ..... by ....... 
(a) Arrt StMIGr of flrMrma of • _ which 

may ~ ~ upon the ~, other 
than a ~ seiling to a bona fide 
whoIeuIfw or retailer Of a ~ IeIllng 
to • bona fide rGtalIer, shaY keep • regiIter of 
all finWmI IOId Of giVen away. 

(b) Such regiater IhI.lI contain the date ot 
the u!e or gift. the name, addren. age and 
occupation at the !*'DOn to whom the wasp. 
on Is told 01' gNen. the ~ of tho WM$IOI'I, 
the kind, dHcIlptlo.'1 and fIOO'IbWof the weap
on. and th8 pwpoM for which it Is pun:t1uIId 
and otrt.iMd. 

(c) Such MIlO!' on demIInd of a f)II8CO 
offtcct IIhaII produce for ~ the regis
ter and allow such ~ offlcar to inIpect 
8Uct\ ~ and l1li ~ on hand. 

(d) S4InhInce. 
V\QIaiion of this Section Is 8 CIasa B 
~. 

CowLu!" Non 

1177 CpIrdon of the Attorney Genwa!: 
AucttoMa' muet faIow etadUtGfy f'HtfIo. 
tfone on Mill end ~ 01 ftrMrmta and 
IuMIp regIsW of fill iiIiImI8 BOki. (No. S-
1211.) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------



2~ Detadng IdMItIicaUon n.u of 
ftnMIrms. 

(ill) Arry pwaon who thIlI c:hanQe, ~, 
remove or obIitera1o the NII'IM of tho ma'«, 
1'1'IOdeI, marxsfac:tunI( I I'UI'Ib« Of' other marK 
of Identification 01 any firearm commitI a 
miademoanor. 

(b) PosMaion 01 orry fneIm upon which 
any suc:n ma.r1I Ih&II n.v. bMn changed, 
altered, r8lTiOYed Of c:JbIi$ai aled IIhaII be prima 
facie evidance that th4I po .... sor hal 
changed, eltered, remc:MlC 01' obIItanIt8CI the 
same. 

24-6. Confl8c:aUon Mid dI8poGttion of 
weeponD 

(a) Upon conviction at an off..,.. In which 
a weapon was used ex poaaHd by the 
offender, any weapon IIIZ8d shAll be confis. 
catGd by the trial COWl. 

(b) Any stolen wagon 110 c:onfi8cat8d, 
when no longer needea tor ~ pur. 
poaes. shall be retumea 10 the I*IICfI enti
tled 10 POSMSIIon it krIc:Mn. Aft« the disp0si
tion of a criminal caN lind wtIen a confiac&t· 
eel weapon is no longer needed tor 8Yidontia
ry purpoaes, and whIn 1'1 due COI.nII no 
legitimatIJ claim has tINn made for lOCh 
weapon, the court may II'II\1Ihst such WMIlOO 
10 the aheriff of the CCUIlV who IhaII ptOCMd 
to destroy it, or may 1'1 ItS c:Iiac:mion order 
such weapon praMfVCIO as property of the 
governmental body wnoeo police agtNICY 
seized the weapon, or rrtIItY in its diaaetion 
order such ~ to be transfemId to the 
Division of Forensic s.w:.. and 1den1ifica. 
tion of the ~ at State PolIce for use 
by that DMsion' 8 c;rimn; Iabonltory symm. 
If, after the disposition at • criminal caN, a 
need stili exma for the UM of said conf&8Ca1· 
ad weapon for evidentiIry ~ the court 
may tJ'aNfsf IUCh WtN:IICln 10 the custody of 
the Stata Oepartment at CorrectiotlS for pree
ervation. 

The provia6on of thiI-=on shall not ~ 
10 violations of the "FIIft Code 01 1971" 
[Chapter 56, §1.1 Itt Mq.) or the "Qanw 
Code of 1971" as now CIII'IorMtttw amend
ed. [c::h!IpWr 61, ,1.1 lit 1Oq.) ConfIacation of 
weapons tor FISh Md Game CoOl vioIa1Iona 
shall be onty lUI PfOWl8d in such Coc». 

ARTICLE 83. F1AEAR111 AND AIIIlMJNIo 
noM 

83-1. L.egIeI(ItMt ..... Iion. It Is .,.,., 
cIec!arecI u a mau.r 01 ~ deleUtl ... 
Don that in order to PfOIIII* and probIC1 the 
heIIIth, aafoty and \IMtIr8 of the public, It Is 
neceaIlIIY and in 1M ~ InUIre5t to pr0-
vide 1\ system of IdCllIQifyinO pa'DOnC who an 
not qualIftod to acquire or ~ fir..-ma 
and f!rMnn arnrYUllb witt*' the StatIt of 
Illinois by tho ~I..,t of • ~ of 
FInwm Owner's IdenliIIIcItiuo CetdII, thmIby 
~. rnctIc* 1m worQbha ~ 
by wtW.:h law _If 01 COIl ... authcIrItMa will M 
afforded an ~., Identify thoae 1*' 
eons who are pcohlbiDa by &Iction 24-3.1 of 
the "CrtrnI6wiI Code Gf 1111", lIS 8I'IWI'IOId, 
from ~ or pc II TiP' III finIIInna and 
finefm IIIMU1Ition. 

11-1.1 Dofit.'tIOe1lL For pur'I)CIMe of this 
Al;t "ANcnn" 11"I4IIlI'i8.., Oevioe, by wn.t
.,. rwne known, wI1iCtI ill dMIgned to ClII;I8i 

a ~ 01' ~ by the action 01 an 
~ I, expansion of gall Of' eacape of gsa: 
exdud1ng. ~ 

(1) any pneumatic gun, spring gun, or B-B 
gun which expels a 8:ngle globul&t projectile 
not axceo:Xng .18 inch in diameter. 

(2) any device used excIuaiveIy for BignaI. 
ling or safety and requited or rec:oml'l'MK'lded 
by the United Stat.. Coat GUIld Of' the 
Intsmate C<lf'nmerce CommJaJon; or 

(3) &rr'/ cIIMce used exclusively for the firing 
of 81ud C'Vtridgea. 8lq)IosMI riveta or IimiIar 
indultnal ammunrtion; 

(~) an antique firNrm (other than • rna
c:hiM-oun) which, although deaign&d as a 
W8&IflOf1, the Dep&rtment of Stato Police finds 
by reuon of the date of ita manufacun, 
value, design. and other ch&rccteristlcl is 
primarily a c:oIt.ctor'lS item and is ACt likely to 
be UMd as a weapon. 

"FIreInn AmmunttIon" means any self· 
c:ontaned cartridge or shotgun 8he!l, by what· 
fNf)( nama known, which is deligned to be 
used or ~ to LIM in a firearm; exclud
ing, howev.r: 

(1) atrf ammunition excIurlivoty delliglled 
for UN with a device used ex~ for 
signa1linQ 01' safety and required or recorn
mendad by the United Stata Coast Guard 01' 
the Intomate Commercs Comminion; or 

(2) any ammunition designed exclUlively 
for use with a atud or rivet driver or other 
simlar indu8triaI ammunition. 

13-2. R~ fat' ~ or pea-
81811Gn- Exempted ~ or entitIM. 

(a) No penIOrt may acquire Of poueu any 
firMml Of any fireArm ammunition within this 
State without having in his poSHUion 8 
FII'8IITTI ~.IdentifIcatiof, card previ0us
ly iauecI in hie nama by ttw Department of 
State Police under the provisions of this Act. 

(b) Tha proviIionI of thIa Section reg&!ding 
tho pos .... ion of firMrma and flrNnn am
muMion do not apply to: 

(1) United Statea' MmhaIa, while eng&ged 
in the operation of their official duties; 

(2) J.4ernOonI of the Armed FOI'Ca of the 
United Stat8e or the National guard. while 
en;eged in the opfntion of their offic:!aI 
dutiea; 

(3) F~ offic:i&Ua f'8qUir8d to carTY fir. 
Il/TI'la, wtIiIe engagacI in tho operation of thI6 
otfidaI duIMta: 

(~) ~ of bona fldo veunna organi
zatior8 which raceiw fiI'esIrrns directty from 
the armed forcID 011ho UnltCKJ States. while 
uaing IUCh firMrrna for c:orwnot IiaI pu'JlOMI 
with bI&nj( arnrwniticln; 

(5) Not If'8Iident huntera duing turtIng .... 
IOn, with valid rlO!m"'1t hunting IioIn8M 
and wtM In an arM wn.. hunting is permit. 
wet; 1'IowGwr, at all other tImee end In all 
o1!w pIacec IIUCh I*'lO"l must haw! their 
fIreumiI unIoiIded and encIoHd in a caM; 

(6) ~ ~ on a firing or shoot· 
ing ~ rICOgIiIzed by the ~ of 
State Poice howcMIr, euch persons must at 
&II ohIr tIma8 and In all other pbceII haw 
their flnMInna ~ and elldoMd in a 
cue; 

(7) NOi~ wtIIt6J at • fIrtNIrm &how
Ing or ~ recogIiIzed by tho ~ 
of Sta1It Police ~, at all other timM 
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and In all oIt1« ~ IUCh penIOOO rrMIt 
have th4Mr Iireivma WlIoedod and «'ICIoMd in 
a cue; 

(8) ~ whole firearms are un
loaded and encIo8ed in a case; and 

(9) NOl\I'eIid9nts, who are currently Ii· 
C6nsec\ or ~ed to posH88 a firearm In 
their resident stat.; and 

(10) Unemancipated minora while in the 
custody and Immediate control of their parent 
01' legal guardian or other person in loco 
parentiI to auc:h minor if such parent or legal 
gU8fdian or other poroon in loco parentis to 
such minor hu a currently valid Firearm 
Owners Identification Card. 

(11) Color guards of bona fide veterans 
organiza1ions or rneml'Ien of bone. fida Ameri
can Legion banda wtIiIe using firearmS for 
ceeemonial IUPOI8S with bWUt ammunition. 

(e) The provia;cna of this Section regarding 
the fIcquiaitIon and posHAion of firearms 
and firearm ammunition do not apply 10 taw 
enforcement officiaJa of this or any other 
juriadiction, whib .ngaged in the operation of 
their offic:ieI dutiGa, 

sw. RequIattee for trIIMfer. 
(.) ~ as provided in [83-38) no person 

within this State may knowingly transfer, or 
cause to be tranaftwred, any firearm or any 
firearm amt1Ulition to any person within thia 
State ul'llesl the tntnafenm with whom he 
deela diIpIaya a currently valid Firearm 0wn
er' 8 identiflc:atlon Card wNch has previously 
been iaaued in his MIM by the Department of 
State Police under tho pnM&ions of this Act. 

(b) Arry penIOn within this State who trans
fers or C8I.IHoI 10 be transt.mId any firearm 
shall keep • record of such tranaf8r for a 
period of 10 YMnl from the date of tranafer. 
Such record shae contain the date of the 
tnlI'm., the ~, eeriaI number Of' 
other information ic:HlntItying the firearm it no 
!IlriaI nurntler II available; and, it the traI'IlItef 
was comp6eted wtIhln this State, the tranafer· 
ea'. Firearm Owner'1!I ldentiflcation Card 
number. On clemand of ft peace offlc:er auc:h 
tranalernr ahaII ptOCiucs for imrpection IIUCh 
record of tramJfar. 

(e) The proviaions of thIa Section f89IIIding 
the trMIfar of firMrm ammunition shall not 
apf)Iy to thou por8ONI epec:ifIed In [83-2(b)). 
8WL~. 
(Ii) Any reaident of Illinois who hIlS cotained 

a firMnn ownar'l idanUfIcation card pursuant 
to this Act and who II not othIIewiao pr0hib
Ited from obtair*Ig, poa.aing or using a 
flrMrm may pun:hu$ or obtain & rifle 01' 
Ihotgwi or aJ11I'IUlItIon tor • rifle or 8hotgun 
In Iowa. Miuouri. Indiana. WbIc:onIin or Ken
tucky. 

(b) Arry I'8IIIOInt of Iowa, MIncuI. Indiana. 
WI8con8in or Kentucj(y, who II 18 yeMJ of 
eo- or o6dIr and wtIo II not pcchiblt8d by the 
law of IIIInoia, the etat. of his domicile, or the 
UnItad StatN tram obt:alning, pouMIIiIlg or 
uIIing e fInIerm, may pu'Chue or obtain a 
rifle, ahoIgun or ammunition for a rifle or 
t!hotp1 In IIIInoiL 

(e) Any tranudIon W1der this SectIon is 
aubtW:t to the pnMelona of the Gun Control 
Act of 1988 (18 U.s.c. 922(b)(3). 

ISo4. AppIOStion for FIrMrm 0WMr'1I 
IdenttfIcftatic card. 

--------- -- --- --------



tl) Each ....... tar Ii FII-.m OM'Ierr's 
Idenftcdon CIni IhII: 

(1) Make ~11,oo on bItInk fermi pre. 
~ and fIJrrWhIcI at conwnIInt Ioca1Ione 
througtlout IN StaW by IN o.p.m.nt of 
Stsle Poi!c« ami 

(2) &Jbmit evidencII undM' penalty of peq.r 
ry to the ~ of StatAl Poica that: 

(i) He is 21 yeen of age or CMW. Of( if he Is 
under 21 yecra at age that he has 1tle ~ 
consent of hila psr.m or legal guaraian to 
posaea and ac:qun fireerm8 a.ncl tnum 
ammumtion II1ld that M haa ~ been 
corMCted of a IT1I8demHnor otI'I8r !han a 
traffic offonao or ~ ~ pr0vid
ed. however, that such PIfIW1I or ~ QUaId
ian is not an individual ptO/'IiCitl'd from I'IIlYinQ 
a rl1'ctarm OwMr's I~tion CIId and 
filea an attldavit with the ~I't lUI 
prasc:ribed by the ~.t ata1'.Ing 1I'I&t ~ 
is not an individual prohibited from MYing a 
card; 

(ii) He has not been convicted of • fGb1y 
under the Ian at thia or any other JUlI8diction; 

(iii) He Is not addIctId to nart:OQC:Ia; 
(iv) He hal not been a patMlnt in • mental 

institution within the put 5 years; ItId 
(v) He Is not m.ntdy retardod. 
(b) Each appIIc:atlon fom"I shall inc:Lde the 

following statement printed in bOld typ« 
"W..,.. F ... abJtMMrIt. of IN ~ 
cant ...... I'ftI.!It In pt'OI(ICUt6on fOr I*1iWY 
In ~ wtU1 hction 32-2 of tIM 
CrimInIIt COdIt of 1911.". 

(e) Upon such writtfIn CCf\UIIlt, pu1ldnt to 
(83-4{a)(2)(I]). tho p&r8I1l or I. ~ 
giving the conaent shall be 1\abl0 for any 
~ reslMtlng from the appIicId'l UN at 
flrearrM or fireMn ammunition. 

83-6. ~ or __ of .... tIan. 
The ~ at Stat. PoIico stlIiI IIittWIr 
approve or deny all applications WIItlin 30 
days from the claW 1hey 81'11 ~ and 
every applicant tOU'ld quaIifiItd purIUINlt to 
(83-8] by the ~ shall be enIJded to a 
Firearm Owner'sld!Nltlbtion Card upon the 
paymtN1t of a $5 fM. $3 of ti&dl foe derived 
from the ~ at F..,.", 0Wrw'11donUft
cation cards, or ~ ~. shall be 
~ in the W11dife and Flah Ft.nd in th8 
State Treuury; $1 of such fee IIhaII btJ 
~ In the GeMnIf R..,.,.,. Fund in 
the Statt TI'l ... -.wy and $1 at IUCtI Me IhaIiI 
be depotIit8d In • special fund ~ thO 
StatAl trMIUY to be clelignated ttIIJ FnIIrm 
Owner's NotifIcation fund. 'The StUI TrftIU'
Sf sI'IIIJI bII u: otIIdo custodian of IN AreIIrm 
Owner'fI No1IfIcat!cn Fund. MoniIM in the 
rlftNll"m Owner'a Notillca1lon Fund II\d be 
used ~ to PlY for the COIJl of Nnd
log notitoa of expiration at FIr'eIn'n Ownsr's 
Identification carcta UI'Id« (83-13.21-

a:M. Contents of "~fJcIUon c:ard. A 
~ Ownw's ldanllbtion CItG. iIIIuad 
by the ~ of Sta. PoIc::e at IUCh 
places as the 0!Irec$0r of the ~ 
shall ~. shIM COI"ItM1 the ~. 
namo. I'Midance, dat. at birth. ... ~ 
~ .. rec.nt ~ lind IUCI1 oth
fII pnon&f ~ irlfoI'mation \III may bGI 
~ by the onctIor. Each Fnam 0wn
er'" IdMlllbtlon Card fI'1UR hIMt pnnMd on 
It the foilowing: "CAUl'1OH -".. card 

daa nat I*d ... ao UNLAWfULLY 
carry « !lilt fIr'eIrN." 

007. DurMIDn of IdIilrIlHlcdon card. Ex· 
~ .. p!'O'tidIId In (83-61. II FIr..-m 0Wrw'1 
IcIenIiIIca1Xln c.u iIIIued under the pnM
sione of this N:;t II'IaI be valid for the pwDOrJ 
to whom it la iaIIued tor II I*iod of 5 yeera 
from tt'IIII date at ~ 

a.a. DcniIII of ~ eN'rswcatIon 
or IIIt&W'8 of card. The ~ at State 
PoDce hU authority to deny an ~tion for 
or to revoke and Il«Ze • Firearm Ownet'. 
IdonttfIc3t1on Card ~ Iaiu8d under 
this Act only if ~ ~ findlthAt the 
appIicatrt or the J)Ir1JCn to whom such card 
wu iuu&d la or wu at the time at laIuInce: 

(a) II pereon Und« 21 yean of age who 
has bMIn corMct8d at II ~ ott'IIIr 
than • trBtfiC otttnle or adjuc!ged delinquent; 

(b) A pefIOfl una. 21 YGINS of • whO 
dooe not have the WI'ittIWI conMnt at hID 
parent or gu.udIan to acquinJ and po8eIra 
fIrNn'ns and fIrMrm ammunition. or whoM 
parent Of guGI'dian haa revoked IUCh wrttt.n 
consent. or wMnI IUCh panIfIt Of guardi&n 
doee not qualify to haw a FIrNm1 0Wnet'1 
ldenttftcatlon Casd; 

(c) A I*"Of'I COfMcted at a felony under 
tho laws of this or any other juriIdIctiocl; 

(d) A petIOn fIddicted to narcotica; 
(.) A parwoon who haa be«! 1\ peIIant at II 

mental illSlitutlcn within tho put 5 yeIR; or 
(1) A penon who is mentally r8'IIIrded; or 
(9) A person who intMIIonaIIy mIkM II 

fa/a.e stat8rnoBnt in the F'trMml Owner'sldenti-
flcation Card appjica!ion. 

83-1.1. Fetony convlCtloM - Nottflca.. 
Uon - TlnM for notifIc8dor. The CIrcW 
Cletk shall notify h ~ of State 
Pob, FIre¥mIldan'iiflcation DMtion, of tho 
narns. and Itddru .11 at all penJOnI convict
ed of .. felony in hi:I COWtty. Such infonnatlon 
shall be furniahod within 30 daytI aft .. the 
Judgment of c:orMcIlcn becomes final. 

834. DenIiIII of appiIc:don or revoauon 
or eemn of card - Motk:e. EvtWY per.on 
whoM ~ tor II F'1f'MtTII Owners 
IdantIflcatIon card is denied, and 8Yttl'tJ hold« 
of such .. card befont his Card la I'8IJa4ted Of 
seiZed, shall reeeMt • Writt8n notlc8 trom the 
~ of Sta1IJ ~ a1lltlng ~ 
Iy the ~ upon which his ~tion ha 
been ~ or upon which his Id&nIHIca1Ion 
Card hila been /'e¥OIcad. 

11-10. AppM4 to cIreCtor - HNnng
R.a.t irom fInInft P a ••• I BIn pt"CIhIIJio 

tIon. 
(a) wnen.v.. an ~ tor II FIrwm 

Owntt'l Id1ntHIcation Card II denied, When
fNfI the ~ fails to act on an IA'i
C&tion wtthir'I 30 days at its ~ or when
wet such • Card la I1IYCtu!d or Miad as 
provided for in {83-8},'!he ~ party 
may appae6 to the Dnc:tor of the ~ 
at StDt Pob for .. hMrIng upon such 
donirIi. I'lJVIOCatIon or sem.n. 

(b) Wh!tnewr. upon Itie rec.Ipt at such en 
appeal for II he6rIng. 1M Ohctclr • ~ 
that &II.IbItantiaI Justice hU not bMn done. he 
may order " hIemg to btl MId by 1M 
~tmImt upon the <WIiIII Of I'INOCatIon. 

(0) Arrf ptnKII'I prch/t)it8d from pcu"lillg 
II tnerm ur.dIr (s.::tIona 24-1.1 Of 204-3.11 or 

124 

~ II Fnnt o-nw. *ttllllcallon 
Card I.I'IdIr !~J mIY ~ to 1M 0hIdDr 01 
\he 0..,.1I,*1t of StIM Pelot ntqU& 110 
,.., from auch "'~ MCI the ~ 
rMY gnII'It tIUt'h roIIet It It II ~ by the 
app1Icant to the OInIctcra IIA1IIfICtlon that: 

(1) the applicant hac not bean convIct8G of 
• foIdbIe k'tony \.RM' \he taws of this StAta 
or lIlY otMr ItI'IId6ctIon; 

(2) thO dI'I::urnIt1IrIQO ~ II ~ 
COfIVicticIn. wtwe ~ the ~~. 
criI'nInIII htatory and hio' ~ ant wch 
that the appIcant wtII not be IIUIy 10 act in II 
rnatNr ~ to pubic w.ty; and 

(3) grMting ~ WCIUki not btl ccnII'IIIy to 
the pubic inUIrMt. 

13-11. RevIew ~ Adnlllllllrllltratl" A.
view Law. All ftneIlldI'."'aM ~ at 
In. OepdrlmGnt U!'IdIr thiIt Act IhaII ~ IUt> 
ject to judIcIr.I miew under the ~ of 
[Chapter 110.13-101. et Mq,1. and tM ruIM 
~ purauant",..", The tenn "MimIno 
Iattdve deCillIOn" II ~ .. in [~ 
110. 13-101). 

1So12. Death of OWMr-T ........ The 
proYiIJioN of this Act IIhd not apply to the 
p&Ming 01' ~ of any ftnlIcInn CIt firMrm 
IITItnUI'litIon upon the dId\ of the OWI'MW 
tIwlIIOf to hie heir or ItIgUM or to the paning 
or trMIfOI' of Inf ftrMrm or fnarm arnmlfIi. 
lion InciOInt to I/rf Ieqat prOCMditg or actiOn 
untlI eo dI!yl afWt' tud\ ~ or tranlfar. 

aa-13. Aoqu&tItIon or palllilion prchIbo 
ItecI by .... Nothin; in ttIiI8 Act ahaIl mo.ke 
lawful \he ecquiIItIon or POll! III' an of lit-. 
anTI1 or finNIfm ammumIM whk:h la oth«
.... prohibItIId by law. 

83013.1. MunIetpGII otdII_. ImpoaIg 
grMt8r l'ei!tl'tctllollla or ~ The pm
viI60ne of any ordinance enactIId by any 
~ which ~ iegilblticrl or im· 
POIM grelltal' restrlc:llon. at 1im.'1a!loI1i on the 
acquiIition. po II gil Jan ar.d tra.rwitIt of fII'eo 
anna thin .,. irnpoMd by U1Ia Act. os. not 
invddatad or affodIId by ttIIs Act. 

13-13.2. F1Na'm owner. kllntitlC:atlOn 
card - Hottce of .~ The eop.n. 
IlMII1t at Stabt PclIk» IIWI. 30 dayI prior to 
the ",Iion of a F'1MMII'm 0WnII'.1dentifICa
lion card. fOl'WM:f e&eh person whoM card iI 
to .... notHIca1IoI, of \tie ~ of the 
card and an application which may be UNd to 
~ for renewaU of the card. 

13-14. s.nt8IlOe. VIOIdan of thIlB Act II. 
CIua It 1I'IitdcImNnor. 

n-11. Sn...oll!!ty .... H any proviIion 
of this Act Of &pptIcdoI, ~ to any 
penon or clrcucllltMc8 Ia M6d invalid, sudl 
invalidity doM not af*t othCIr proviajorlI 01' 
applications at this N;t Whid'I can be given 
etf8ct without 1M JnvaIId ~ or preMo 
lion, and to this end the ~ of this Act 
.,. detiInd to baa M1r1lnbNl. 

Ua11Se. T,..,., recorde-fdlMrttflao 
tIaP caret., YIIMcitty - R1ghtII, powwa 11M 
dutM of Dlf*tntIJIlt. When Ihii &/TIOII1datoo 
ry Act IfI8CIId by the ~ ~ 
AeMmbIy t&k88 IlIffGct the reccrdII at the 
~ of PutIIIc Satoty rMUng to \he 
&dI •• tlIIIldon of the lid lI'I'I8nded sIlIII6 be 
~ 10 1M o.p.1mInt of StaW Pcb. 
AI FlrMnn awn.'1 IdIIntIftcIII!o c.de iI
IUed by the ~ of PUblIc Sat«y IMII 



~-------------------------------

(B) e.IulI any lIUCh parmIi III p'ilDd. 1ft 
~ In ~ .... t. n'8G8 thInIIbr 
ntIIng fcf1n In IUd! ..-.. aleWi h ""'1. 
adcheI. age, heiQtIt, w.ght. COIT~\, 
hlltiondy and othIr ...,.... .. at itIIInCIftca
!Ion of tho l*'IOI'I dMlring aucn permit. 

(C) e.tore iautng the psmIt. 1ha ViIf,. 
CIefk shall r8'IcIr the IamII to !hi ChId of 
Police who shall taU and r.con3 the ftnger. 
prints of such applicant. In add*n. the (.:Net 
of Polica shall mako auch ~ Of 1I'MWJtiga
lion u shall be nocaury 10 UC81iIIn ~JhGIh. 
er or not the ~ is 0I'I1!1Ied to nJC8ive 
suc:n II pormt UI'ld8r the pI'OWIII:)nII of this 
SectIon and othIr ~bIe Inw and 0I'di
nanc::ea; and if Mid ChIef of Polial firlds that 
the appjIcant is entihd to sucn Pfmnrt hoi 
shall GfldCne h!a ~ of the _.uanca of 
such pennit upon the ~ WId reUn 
sarM to the VHIIIge Oerk. If 1ha ChIef of 
Police linda that the ~ ill not entItted 
to II pennit, he ehalI make • stat.llMn11O that 
effect upon said application tAnG rft.m the 
same to thrI VII. CIGfK with II ~ of 
his I'8UOn8 for dGnying sud1 .-atlon. 

3-7-10-4: RefuIin; pcn'Ma: ThI ChiIM of 
Pob1 ahaII refuM his ~CMI! at PCm1it8, .. 
abOVe provided for, to tM foIIowno: 

IA) All peI"IOn8 h4vinO bean c:a'Nicted of 
any ctime; 

(8) All minora. 
0ttlerMH. he IIIWI app'O'Ye • I)IIm'1it upon 

payment of II fee of twomy M doII&ra 
($215.00), which f .. I!halI be ~ to the 
V111ago Collector. 

Cicero 
3&07. MInora wdng fIrowmL No peracn 

shall sell, loan or furnish to atPf minor any 
gun. pistol or other fIrearma, or tn'f toy gun. 
toy pistol or other toy firMrma, In which any 
explosive tubatanc:e can be ~ Mthin the 
town. under II penalty of not more than one 
hundred doIl&n1 for each offena; proyided. 
that minors may be psnnitted, wth the c0n
sent of their parents or guan:iIm, to UN 
firsanns on the prtifI'Iisea of • aiy Ucensed 
shooting gallerf, gun Glub or ntIe club. 

3M. s.M or gHt of ~ w~ 
~ .. on per.an -UcanM- R4t
quAd. It shall be unlawful for "." I**If1 to 
~ in the bt.IainIIa of seIAing. or to sell or 
give &~, any pis1ot. revoIYw, •• • derrin
gar,' • • or ottw deedIy 'MIIIIPCIn which can 
be c:onc:eMd on the penIOO, ~ securing 
a lieenM so 10 do. 

33-12. Same -~ to. pemIkto 
akin frOm, ~ of poke ,.. 
qund. No piatot, revoMIIr, • • • derringer, 
• * • or other doedty WGIIIPOI'I can be 806d 
unless 8flPIication is made to thID tupIImteno 
dent of police of the town m1ing that II 
request has bHn made for the CIU'CI'IaM of • 
pistol, r8YOlver, • • • deninQ6r, • •• or 
other deadly weapon • • • 

38-14. SMw-PrchIbfted 10 ottMw than 
Ian. ~ or ~ ~ pet"" 
mIlL It shall be unlawful for ..,., perracm to 
sell. bart8r, or ~ ~.to ~ penon .,.;<tU'IIn 
the town. any dMdIy WMpon mantiolliid in 
section 38-9, ~ to IicenHa de&IIena and 
to persoi'lS who haw Nand • ~ for the 
purchue of such III1Idee from tns IIUJ*In-

....,. of police 01 .. town as .aiI.,. 
I'OqIftd. l'h!I SGdIDn ehIII not ~ to .... 
".. of IUCh fII'tIdIe whic:tI ..... to be c:.\8I¥o 
enid « flImiIlhed outIJide the town. 

310115. 8M1e-Pun:!Mura ........ to 
oOtII*l !*mit; piInIIb Pf~ to IN
nora and .,.,.... comtcted of cttme. It 
shill be un!ftffuI for &f1I penIOn 10 ptII'd'\aIe 
Inf deady ~ mandai MId in I*:tion 38-IJ 
which can be CXInCIMINId on ttle penon wttn
out 11m I4ICU'lI'1Q from th4I ~'i ... 1drIInt of 
pcb of the town 1\ permit so 10 do, • • • 

Eat St. louie 
~Ma..,·,coa 

An~~the~ 
lien or Sale of A'werrna, ~ and 
Ott!« DMgwoua W~ IIftd ~ 

me 0rdInII_ Hoa. 3541, 3501. 343C 
and 4431 

WhIInee, it hal boNn detMnill8d that In 
order to pt'Cf'lICM 1M hMIth, MhIty and woI
taro of tho atIDns of the CIty of EDt St. 
Louis (hereNtter "CIty"). it Is ntIC8IUIY to 
regul&to the ~ ... Ib~.. UM and aakt of 
firurrna, h8rIdguns and ottw ~ 
~IS; and 

WhenIM. tI'I4II c:orpcqto authcritIeo of \he 
CIty haw found IlId cia...". led that the ..., 
and ~ ~ 01 ewtM'i typtNI of 
fil'UnTlS, hM1dguns and other dangercua 
wceponI and the sale of S&iN haw in
cnICNd tho ~ of dMth or injuIy to 
citIz8nc of \he CIty whic!'I are cauMId or due 10 
firNmIa, ha.ndgu'wI or other danQwous WNP
ons; and 
~ handguns spocifIcatIy play II ma

jor role in the comrrliaion of ~ aggra
vated UUAMt. and armed roI:lb«y, and IIICd
dental Injuy and death. 

NOW, THEREFORE. be It Old_lied by 
the Mayor and tho Aldamarl40 CouncI of 
the CIty of East St. LoWe, 11IInotII, that: 

Ordlnanc:. Nos. 35048, 350Q, 3438 and 
4431 be and am hereby repealed and in their 
stead • new Ordinance known as 0niInance 
[No. 81.10(43) is hereby ~ as folloft: 

SGctIon 1. I~ of fIndfngc The 
corporat. IlIJthcrttiw do hentOy incorpora. 
the foregoillg WherM& cIauMc into this 0rd
nance, thereby making the fi~ as hInin
abov8 set forth. 

Nmcu I. .,.,..,_ 

SectIon 1. Defh.ttloM: The following d8fi. 
nitlona shall apply and, urn- otMrMso not· 
ed, all other warda are given their usual Md 
cuatomary meaJ'Iif'Ig mod uaaoa. 

(Al CIty: Meana CIty at East St. loI.a. 
Illinois. 

(B) o..Ir. Means any person engag«d in 
the buainesa of (a) seiling or rentInO IirMI'ms, 
handgooa or other dangefoua ~ at 
whoIesaMI or re1aiI, (b) manufacUing fA
anna. handguns or oltler dangeroua weap
ons. (c) repairing fireanns, I'Iandguna or othar 
dang.-oua we&pOI'IS or making or fttting ~ 
cia! ban'eIa or trigger rnec:h1Iniarne to finNmIa, 
handQu1a or otNr dangeI'oua WH(;IOn8 .. 

henin defiMd. 
(C) ~ "'..,0."'111: "...,. • • • 

Any WN4)OI'I from wtlich oight (8) or mont 
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IIh!* 01 l'lI.atsD may be cIectw;tId by II 
lingle! kIncIIort of hi ftrtng dIwIc:s. ~ IIhaO
gI.I1l'111Mn1!1 eM Of mer. ba:'N!e laa IhIIn 18 
inc:hR In IengIh. lOn'IOIiIiI8Q cded 1\ &aWed
oft IhcJQIn or IIff WHPon maN from a 
shotgun. whIIthIr by IItt4ra1ton. 11'lOd1IcattOI. 
or oth«wIM, if IWdt ~ .. ~ or 
dbroC t ... an owrd IIIngUI of IGMIfI tMr. 2fS 
lncMta, or • barm IfJng1h of IeIIII thM 18 
lnchA Of any bomb, bomb IheI, gr'IJnIIde. 
bottte CJIt o1tw oontaIi lei' c:ontWI/ng an n;I6o
!We ~ of (Neff ~ ounce for 
like ~ sucn u. but not IImIUd to, 
~ powd!II bombe and rno6otov c:oc:Ictd8 Of 

ar1IIIrf~ 
(0) F1nlc!rm: Moana In! d4Mco by whatWI

at narM iInown, which ill dMigI MId to ex;* • 
projectII4t or ~ by troGl action of an 
expIoIeion, expMaion of gu Of ~ of gu; 
exdudng haMl'lllr. 

(1) Arty pneurn.atlc gun, ~ gun or BB 
Q'A which up&Ia • lingle glObular projec1iII 
not ~~ .18lnchoB in~. 

(2) Anf devico usod ~ for aigrnaI
ing or safety and requirod or ~ 
by the UI'!lt«J StIrtea Coast Guard 01' the 
I~ Cornmores CornrnItiticr .. 

(3) Arty cWI!ce used exctuaivety for the 
firing of stud can. '\dgeI. ~ riveta or 
sirr.iIar lnduztriaI an,.~mition. 

(4) Any antique fIreann <otJw than 8 rna
d*lII gun) whIctI, &IIhough dMiQNd as a 
WNJIC)n, the ~ of l.Im Enforc«nent 
of the Sta. of IIIinoia linda that by reason of 
the data of ita rnanufIIctI.n. value, deaign and 
other ~ is primarily • coIlectot's 
item and Ia not Jik.ty to be used 1P.8 a ~ 

(S) Model rock8ta dNigMd to propst a 
modIf vehIckt In a v«tic&I dnction. 

(E) Gun duD: MetInI. club or organization 
0I'gAIliDd for the IUPOM of practicing shoot· 
ing ~ upon ~ w;.t ~ 
wn.thtJr pubiIc or private. 

(F) Handgun: Arty ftfesrm which (8) is 
designed or fedel!igl MId or made or remade, 
and intonMd to be tinId while in one hand or, 
(b) haWlg a barI'M of lea tMn tan (1) inches 
in length Of, (c) a firaam1 of • size which may 
be c:cnceeMId upon tho penon. 

(G) I.Jl::GnHd fIrMmt c:oIector: Means 
any pel'IOn IIcenHd u a collector by the 
Secntuy of the Treuury of the United 
St&ta und« and by IIirU of Tille 18, UnitGd 
StstM Code, SectIon 923. 

(H) PorIon: Means any individual, ~ 
tion, company, aasociation. finn ~, 
club, SOCiety or joint steck company. 

AIrrIcu IlL ... • 0111 UUI ~ .--. 
~ 011 On&! Old .. ___ 011 

~-
SeetkIn 1. Po •• u'" or use of fire

ume, I'uIndgunIa or otMr ~ .... 
one It shall bID unlawful for any person to 
paaIIIa or carry In any ~, or about hia 
perIIOI'i exctJPt when on hill land, or in his own 
abocMI or fixed pIactI of buIineca. any firearm, 
handgun or othar dau'Igerous weapon as her&
in defined Vt'hi&e Mid perIOn is within the 
~ Iir'nit3 of the CIty of Eat St. L.ouia 
(hemnatter "CIty"). 

s.cuon 2. Po •••• lan of tar gaa gun 
~ or dallfIM'OW ...... IC*I: It shell 
M unlawful for any peqon to pouraa 01' 



can)' on or about htIIl*ICft OK In any vehIcIII. 
I.l tMr gu gun ~ 0( bomb 01' I1rf 
object ~ noxK.UJ liqUid gsa or sub
stanct. 

Seotton So u. of ~ gun or poNiIIIo 
aIon of .....,... It IiwI be ~ to Ht. 
sprjng gun, or to pa..e any ~ or 
attactvnent of any kino ~ UHd or 
intended for use 1M IiIencng the report of IJYIf 
firearm. 

AImI:u'V.~ 

s.cuon 1. ExompUon few law onforce. 
mont otftdtiI. otc.: Nttt:a 3, Sections 1 & 2 
shall not ~ to tn. IoIawing: 

(A) Sworn poIiCGI otIic8'I of the CIty Pcb 
Department (hereinafter .. COiiee offlctIf"), or 
any person IUIM'IOI"MIO Dy any such pojice 
offlcw to UIiGt In maJanq ImIIIt'a or preHII\'
ing tn. ~ wt\Ue he • ftdUalty ~ in 
IiUI&tirtg IUCh offlC«. 

(8) Wamen. 8U4*itltllnOllntl and keepm 
of priIOna. ~ • and 01tW 
institutions for the c:IetsnIcn of panIOn8 loCo 
CUHd or c:onvictad of an cnertM. while In the 
pertonnance of th8ir o1faj dutiec. or ~ 
~~thWncmeaandpiaceof 
empIoyfnItIt. 

(e) Memo.ra of Ihe ArrnIId s.McM or 
R~ Forces of tho I..m.ct Stat. or tho 
IlI1noi!a N4tiaMi Guud or !nil Rearwd Off\.. 
coni TrtIiring eorp. wt"$ It m. ~ 
of !heir otficiIIoI duDa 

(0) ~ egMta .,..,.,..a by the I'd
road to !)erlOnn poIit;o fI.InCIonIa and MCWrty 
guen:Ic IIIId .alCtJinen wrIiIIlCUIaIty ~ 
In the pIIffonnIlnC8 of 1t\eIf ClIIiM or COI"IIImt
ing ~ 1he/r. honlIo crd J)IDcM of em
ployrn4Int. 

Section 2. Wac Q'IIIiit II •• nmpttcnc 
Ar1X:k13. s.ction 1 ~ 0fW0/ to ~ or 
handguno Ghd not IIDCIff to My 0\' the 
following, and the follownJ stwI bo exsmpt 
from tn. ~ of *all AItldG and s.c
lion UI'ICMr the termsI ...., CIf'CIriIioIIi8 of this 
Section: 

(Al MembIn at any "'" ~ u hIIrIWI 
detinId prowicNId the P caIO ties ,....,.. ... 
from wt\icft it opera • ...., mIIiIltIJi_ p!lIIMeo 
lion and eon1I'OI of ,.,.... or handgooa 
UUId by ita ~ If'Id ta ~ 

• and faciltllM for k~ sucn hanctgunlin • 
HIe ~ UI'IdIf' the CIOt1n'lII C1I the dub'. 
c:hiI5t officer. at at! ~ .,., they &r8 not 
being UMd fer target IIhcxJIInq or ot9W eport
Ing or ~IIU ~ at the p!1IImiMI 
of the gI61 dub, and the ~ dub ~ 
wt1iNI IUCtt IMI'I1I:Mn tiAI I..-.cJ U'l8ir tInwirmI 
or I'\andguns at tN P CZA!:I PI emil •• 

(8) Any pMOI'I ~ I:Utnd;una tram 
a goo club a Mrcin cWinId to anodMIr oun 
club or traI~l from a p dI\It) wiinin 
tho ~ limits of 1M atv to • gun dub 
outIIide !he ~_ lin-. of the CIty; pr0-

vided, hoMMJr, 1hIlt the ~ ill tor 
1M pwJION of .. 1QIIIQing It ~ tai'gIIt 
Ihooting or for the ~ of ~ 
kMpang Mid fif8IIImIII 01 IWIOp1S at IUd'I 
new gun ~ and, pn:M!IIId f".sII1!W. that at 
all tirnM cUinO IUCh 1rIII8OOittBtioU. laid 
fIrevmI or handQuna IhIII NNe tngger IocQ 
8IICU'DI'f fU8n to MCh cf 1htIm. 

(e) l.icenMd Hunun or Flsh«rMn while 
~ In hunting or fiatWlg. lOrd. No. 82-
10008) 

(D) T~1ion of 'A'~ bfofIen 
down In • non-tunc:1ioIiI sg atate or not imme
diaWy ICC] ! ble. (Ord. No. 82-100<l8) 
AImcu Y. \I_MY DDMaw 1'0 I'ouaI Duucl_. 

s.c:tiDn 1. Voluntary cNItnfy to pOIco 
~ It a penon voIunUInIy and 
~ deIMn and atMIndonI to tM P0-
lice ~ of the CIty any fneTn. hand
gun or other ~ wqpcn tnOIrtIOINId In 
AttIcIa 3. Sections 1, 2 or 3. IUd1 deIlvsry 
shall ~ the IIIJMt ancI PfOIIICUtion of 
suctl ~ on a Charge of ~ anv 
proyilIicn of this 0rdIn&nca w11h roIPeCt to the 
weepoo or ~15 YOIuntirity CeIIv...a. 

SectIon 2. Ptace of MIMI J'! o.i'My 
under thi8 ~ may be I'nfIde at tM heoQ. 
quan.,. of the Pola o.c-urt;ll1t or by 
8UrTIITIOI'IlI' • POke cfflcer to the r...c.a 
or pIIIOI of buIineu of the ".-.on 10 cum
fT'IOrW1og. 

SeetIon S. R ......... tID Of dd\. ,. ev
ery firMrm or I'landgI.I'I to be a.It'.eNd and 
~ to the Pollee ~ unOIr 
thII Artjde IhaIl be unloluded and IIJQ.nty 
~ In. ~ and In the cue of the 
deliYety to the Pob ~ the l**
so- Ihd be cam.d In open \iew. 

See1kIn 4. No ~ to fwnWI 
InfomlSUM: No ~ wnc ~ and 
abandonI • tnwm. hI.nci;un or other can. 
gtfOUI ~ under thIa SectIort at'IIIII be 
reqUIred to furnish l~ntifiCatian. photo
~ ~ or any ott. in1onnation 
to 1M Fob ~ at thID IiI'M of Mid 
deMty. 
~ 5. COI'rai*IiIIICb'I for didvcir,. 

No amount of mcn.y Of ottw ~ 
shd be PdIid for any firMrm. ~ or 
othar ~ ~ dIIIfII_.a Of tIbIJn. 
donod IlI1dtr IhIo AI1IcIII. 

s.c&kIn .. Duty of potIo4t ___ .. 110 

conduCt ~ ImHId;dmn ~ 
Uon: WhfNwr any finlllm.1'IandgwI or otfW 
~~.~Ct"'1C!Cf1l8d 
tnW thia NUde, th& PoIk:e Depanment ... 
~ of au taw elllClCCilment ~ 
wMttW IUCh firMn'n. handgun or ottw ~ 
GIfOUS WfNIX)n is neecIod as ~ and H 
the 1IlIoII'IO ic not M8ded .. .wM1Ct, it shall 
bI~ 

Secttcn 1. Pt!NItty: Any pereon ~ • 
proviSion of 1hola 0rdIrwnc8 IIhiIM be QUilty of • 
n~ and 8htJI be fined $500.00 or 
IrarCWill1ild for al*iod of not mere Ih&n ax 
(6) montna for each offMIe. or both finOQ 
and il1CWCII'8ted. 

SectIon 2. ~ ~ Each day 
that any pcncn YioI.Ita any t.m or ~ 
of this 0rdiI1MC» IhalI conatItute • ~ 
oflanN tor which the ~ .. I'Mnin 
Itated ehd be irnpoMd. 

gecticft s. ConfttledDn of .~ 
upon ~tblC Upon CICIrMction of • VIeM
lion of the to1II'rna and prcMtIona cf this 
~ any fInlIarm. ~ CfI OUW 
dang5cIa WiIIIPOn .nail be oonftIcilted by 
Ih4t t:I'IIIM Cou1I11d when no longer needed fer 
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uMdentiIry ~ the Court Wll trans1-
IUCh fInIann. nancIgUn or 01Mr ~ 
weepon to the PoIIco ~ wnc IhaJI 
<*UOV them. 

Seotion 4: PIy1Mnt of bond upon IIiI'I"ftt; 
mIn&ftun bond amount: Any penon ar· 
rfIIIted and c:twged with violating My UInn or 
prcMIion of this ~ .. a IhaII poet • bond. 
In onw to obtain ...... from continement. 
penciIng twill di8poGitIon of the chargeII.. in an 
amount not .... than FMt Hundred 00I1ara 
(S!OO.OO) ca&h. [Ord. No. 82·10008) 

AIm!B.I VL M n' _ "-'-

S4tction 1. CcnetrucIdcn: Nothing in this 
ArIICIe IIhalI btl c:onstrUad or appied to I18Cfto 
wily acquire QI/ 8XCI.IIe ~ with 
any prooviIiona of thoI laws of thII Slaw a1 
IIIlnoi1 or to the laws of tho UnIt8d StateL 
ThIs~andtM~~ 
for the Yio/atiIon hereof, Ihd not ~. 
but shaM ~ 1.11 atatutea of the State 
of IIIinoic or the U.vt.d Sf.a* In which ~ 
conduct may boD prohitIited or r8g11iaMd. 

Evanaton 
t+4: ~ ~ No ptnCIn. finn 

or ~ ;tlIiM IfI9IGl' in the buIinMa of 
a dtIeW in Wlteptllill. firtIIrrN or ~ or 
ammuniIion in the CIty, indudin1J QCtlaI.ge. 
10M. renta6 or O\tler trII'IIaMr for CQIWIder
ation. 

FI'lInkUn Park 
17·202. AtfIdINtt ~ for .... (a) 

No penon IicGnHd undoar the proviIr.ionI of 
this aI1Ido having tcCIPd IUCh iI 1icenM. 
shall .... or giw away tnfdMdly~ .. 
c!.tIned In IhIo dMJiorI to any pftOn within 
this viIIaga wnc hn not MId out, signed and 
NId witneIIIJed by a notary puCIiC • ftldllnll 
f'nIImI atIIdIMt. 

(b) It shill .,. IriIwfuI. for Illy I*1IOf1 to 
~ Otry d..aty ~ as def!Md In 
thia a:rIicM wiIhout ftIIInQ out ..... fnMns 
attIdIMt In wntInO· e • Upon wiln 1_lIg the 
IOIIIIItHIcation of the ~ the ~ of 
the ~. clOne or ~, holding • 
ncn.y pubMc ... from tho .. shall nota
ria tho aItIda'Vit. It IhaII be the duty of the 
notIIIV. upon \IJiIr11 III Ig tho Idlutiflcallan of 
tho ~ 10 a:ffix I'IIIII"lOt8rY .... and • 
the affldaW. rofuIing Nrf ~ whom he 
conauc. III a miner. Iacka pn:lpIr ldenCtftca. 
lion. IhoIn ~ Iign8 of btIing • nan:otic. 
or Ie UI •• ~ 

17.211. ~ It IhaII be unlawful for 
any ptnaft to engIIQtI In tho buairIIIQ of 
~ CfI to .. or gMt flYIfII to IIfo/ penon 
wtIhIn !he vIIIiIOt. any ~ WMPOn as 
~ In thIa .nlcIe. without NCUing • 
Ilconae 10 to do .. JlfO'Vided in !hie division 
and the ~ IiciINIing proviIiona of this 
~. 

FrMpOI't 

27.101 .... 2401 met 24-4 

27-107. b,1iOJdoIa1ton or aptaatun. No 1*
IOn IhaII MI or gIva any 'MI8PQn to any 
~ undIr the IrII'IIanCe of ak:ohoI Of to 
C'IY J*IOf1 In II YiIII:IIy IIQ!I&tiId 0( acttad 
CI.'IC'ICitIOn. 



27-101 •• bKtIId from 2406 

Ga.n Ellyn 
8-2-3.13: WMPOf* (G) SaIM to tntr.ndcat

ad Persona and Minors: No penon shalt 
purchaae from 01' MIl. loan 01' h.nah any 
weepon III which any expIoaNe Ulctanco 
can be UNd to any ptnOn ul"iOlr 11'08 influ. 
enca of alcohol 01' any nercotic drug. 01' to any 
poraon In a condition of aptian 01 ~ 
!Y. or to a rIlII'IOf under the age of toghtMn 
(18) years. 

HlghlMd Park 
134.001. DenlllltkIM: F04' the ~ of 

thla chIIipbw. (A) The *"' "person" induda 
any indiYicIual. ~ comp,,"~, UIQCi. 
ation. partnGnItlip. eoaoty 01' joint IIOCk c0m
pany. 

(8) The ~enn "hand gun" rneIIIW any de
vice, 01' part of a d&Yic». by wha1IMr name 
known. which is d8IIgt led Of may De readily 
convened to expel • ~ 01' ~ 
by the action of any explosive. expa IlIOn of 
gas 01' lIir. 01' escap!t of gas 01' .... hIMng an 
over·all length of 18 inchea 01' lea and 
dGaigMd to be hetd and operated WIlt! and by 
one hand. 

(C) The term "Chief of Po/Ic8" ~ the 
head law enfOi c:ernem offlcer of !he City of 
Highland Pari( 01' his duly autt'IonmI1 agent. 

134.002. IIIInufactan, .. Ill"", .... 
pronlbHed - ~ permtL No pet'SOn 
shall er.gage in the buIirness of 1'TWIJfIIc:U. 
ing. aaembIIng or selling, wiItIin the c0rpo
rate limitll of the City of Highland Park, any 
hand gun as defined in Section 134.001 of 
this Code, except in COC71pIiar'a WIth the 
proyiIiona of this Chapt8r. No penon shall 
engtIg8 in the bu8inea of ~ 
aaernbMg or MiIing such hand gina without 
first having boon ~ • apKIIIiI PII'1nit 
thenttor by the Oty Ccux:iI. No IUCfI permit 
shall be granted to any peraon ~ to 
register • hand gun in acc:ordanC:e WIth the 
requiroments of S.ctions 134.007 and 
134.010, nor to any penon who hIiIIII to rneM 
the standarCs for federal and IIIincaa dMMIt's 
IIcenIes. 

Jo&lot 
32-11 I.\cIenMd ~ It Ihd be un

lawiul for any penIOn to ~ in In8 bcJI6.. 
nea of NIIing or to .... or off., 10 I8i or give 
trWay to any penIOn within the city .", pistol. 
nn.. ~ 11IVCIWer. • • • or oaw WMP
ono of like chIiKter withOut first securing • 
IIcens8 to do 10. • • • 

32-21 SaIM to mIncIn. None of the an;.. 
cia gowmed by this article or of lib c:Nnc
tar. shall be I06ct to any minor. 

32-22 Pamtt reqund for eCln: ' .. 
W • ..,OtiIll; ~tlon; cont8ntII; ., ...... 
appIcanta. (a) No .. of any rwoHW. pistol, 
• • • or other deadt~ ~ wt'IictI czn be 
concao&kId on the I*1IOrI shall be rneOe by 
any ..... 1.I'Idw this III1IcIe to any IUChU
er unIMa the pun:t\uer IhalI t1rst anibIt 10 
the IicenIea • permit for the ~ tt... 
of. inl* by the ctIef of r:dce of tne city. 

(b) e.tore any pemit rsqund by thtiJ 
sadion III gramad. an fIIlpic~ I"l writing 

shall 'be made 10 the chief of pcb (contact 
local autIloriIia fO( required contonta).· • • 

Lombard 
I.18.04G Sd!ng tIrMnna to minors un

lawful. No paraon InaJI sell. loan or furnish to 
any minor any gun, pistol or other finNIrm. in 
which any ~ IIUbstance can be UHd, 
within the linits of the village. 

Morton Grove 
~.,.'0 

An 0fdInance ~ tM 8M of 
FiI"MrIM 

WtNINea, the annual saIa of hand guns in 
the United Slates is 1M;( inaeung, and 

WMnIae, hand guna play • major role in 
the c:ommeasion of homicide. awavated as
sault, and armed /'CCberf. and accidental 
injt.ry and death. and 

WtleI-. the Corporate AuthoritieI of the 
Village of Morton Grove have found and 
determined that the easy and conveniInt 
avdabillty of certain types of fltearmI have 
inausec:t the potentiUty of firearm related 
deaths &nd injuia, and 

WMntM, the Pr!Hident and Board of 
Trustees of the Yd. of Morton GI'CMt have 
found and detanTinod that it Is nectIIaIY and 
dairabIo to protect the residcflta of the 
Vii. of Morton Grove from lou of propIWty. 
death and injlNy by controlling the avaiI&bIIity 
of fireanns in the communrty. 

NOW, THEREFORE, bo It ~ by 
tho Preatdent lind ao.rd of TruatHe of 
tIM YiIII\)e of IIot1On ~ Cook County, 
I~ .. folows: 

SectIcn 1: The Corpcnte Authorities do 
hereby \nc:orporata the f~ flgOiIlg ~ 
cfauMtI into thita ordinance. ttMnby rnalcWig 
1M findings as haeillabove Nt forth. 

s.ctkIn 2: That Chapter 132 of the CoM of 
0rciinarlcM of the VIIIMge of Morton GfOYIl be 
and Is hereDy IlIT1eI'1IMd by the addtion of the 
following NCtIon: 

s.ctJon 132.101. FinIIInn deMn. (A) 
DeftnHkMlC AnMInn: "F'nann" means any 
devico. by wha1war name known, which Is 
deeignecllo expels projectile or ~ by 
the ectIon of an ~ .. ~ of gas 
or 88CIIpe of go; exctuding tIotwwtIw: 

(1) Arry pneuma1ic gun, spring gun or a.a 
gun wNc:h ~ 18 ~ globular projectile 
not 8XCeIding .18 inc:ha In diaIMtor. 

(2) Arry devicI UMd excIusNeIy tor &lIgnaI
ling or aafoty and rsquirGd or rec:ornmondM1 
by the United Slaw. Coast Guard or the 
IrMntate CornmIIrcI Commiaion. 

(3) Arry device uaed excIuIiYeIy for the 
firing of stud cartridge&, exp/oIiYe rivets or 
similar indus1JiaI ammuniIicn. 

(") An antique fireenn (other than • 1M
chine gun) which, although d8eig11ed as • 
weapon, the ~ of Law EnfOle«nent 
of the State of IIIinoi1a fInda by reuon of the 
dat. of its rnanufactln. valu8. deIign and 
other ~ is prImtriy • coIIector'a 
itMn and Is nolliluNy 10 bo used as a WiIIIf)OfL 

(5) Modef rocicIIItS deeiglied 10 propel • 
rnodef WIhIcIa in • VMIcaI direction. 

Handgm: A ftre8rm wtIich (a) Ie desigMd 
or rtDCIosIgMd or I'nIlIde or rwnede, &nd In-
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tended to be fired while hski In one hand or 
(b) having .. bItnwI of leas than 10 InchM in 
I«lgth or (c) • fireerm of a sizo whIctt may be 
~ upon tM pnon. 

P..-.on: Arry indIYiduaI, corporation. com
pany. ueociation. firm. partnership. club. so
a.ty or joUrt atod( company. 

HIndgun o.aar: Arry person engaged in 
the busirIesa of (a) I8lIing or renting hand· 
guna at ~ or rotall (b) manufllCtUrG of 
handguna (c) repUing handguns 01' making 
or fitting special ban'aq or trigger mecha· 
Nama 10 handguns. 

(8) ~ DIeNw ProhIbHH. No per. 
IOn shall engage in the buIinns of handgun 
dealer in the Villago of Morton Grove and no 
businea license IhIlII be granted by the 
VUIage of Monon Grove to any handgun 
dealef. 

(e) CurNnt HIanfi,gun DHMra. Ally par
son currently engaged In the business of 
handgun dealer may c:ontirIue 10 be so en
gaged for a period of niM1y (90) days after 
the effective date of this Ordinance. 

(D) PenIItUoL Any perIOn violating any 
provision of this OrdInance ahaJl be guilty of a 
rniadamnnor and shall be tined not less than 
$100.00 nor more than $SOO.OO for each such 
off."... A conviction of a violation of this 
Ordinance by • holder of a business license 
iaauad by the Village of Morton Grove shall 
constitute grounds for r8YClCttion of such 
busin8n IicsnM by the President and Board 
of Truat&e8 of the Village 01 Morton Grove. 

(E) SfttIrUlity. If arry provision of this 
ClniInance or the application thonJof to any 
I*IOi1 or cin:urnst.ances Is held invalld, the 
remainder of this Ordinance and the app1ica
bility of ouch provision to other persons not 
IIimiIarIy situatGld or to other c:ircumstances 
shall not be affected thenIby. 

hctIon 3: That U'Iia 0rdInanc:e shall be 
puDIIshed In • parnpnMIt form. said pamphlet 
shall be rec:oMId IS twidence of the paauge 
and It!gaI pub4Ication of this OrdInance. 

SectIon 4: Thlc Ordin&nce ahaII be in full 
force and offect from and after Its puaage. 
approval and pubIic:atlon in pamphlet form 
acccrding 10 law. [June 8. 1981). 

An OrdllllllnOe ~ the Pone&
&Ion of FIreermo and Other ~ 

WIIIIpOI'IO 

VIhWeM, It has bMn c:NrtenninGd that in 
order 10 pramot. and protect the health and 
safety and W'8thmI of the public it Ia neces
..,., 10 reguIAtGI the poaMlIioo of firurma 
and other dengwoUs ~ and 

W'tMf.., the ~ AuIhoritiM of the 
VII. of Morton Grove IllMI found and 
~ that the May and COf'MN1Isnt 
avaiIabWty of certaln typu of firMrms and 
wsepona haw Incr8aed the potentI&Iity of 
finNIrm reIa1IId dNtns and InjwIoa. and 

WI'IerHe, handgun8 play • fNjor roIo in 
the cornrnIuion of hcmicida., aggravated as
I&UIt, and UI'I'I«I robbIwy. and accidtmtaJ 
Injwy and death. 

NOW, THE.RE.FOA£. be It OrcB!ned by 
1M PrNIdrint and IIoef'd of TrUIIIteeG of 
the VIIIIIIge of Morten Gnwe, Cfo.. ... County, 
IIIncIe, est foIorn: 



s.ctIGft 1. Tht ~ ~ do 
Ilereby ilCOfPCl" en. fOlwgoillg W'I'lenIfIIII 
claUNII into ttII& ~ ttwnby maIdng 
the findings as heowltillbclft Nt forth. 

SecUcn 2. That Q\soter 132 of the Code of 
~of the VIAIge of Ma10n Grov. be 
and is herKIv ~ by the addition of tho 
following MCtion: 

SecUon 132.102. W...,.. comroI 
(Al DefInHII:Inc (For defInitIona of "F'tr&

anns," and ex~ ttl«etrom; "Hand
gun," "PertICm," and "Handgun Oe&Ier," SM 
Ord. 81·10, Sec. 2. Sac. 132.101. as amend
ed). 

l.icenMd Firearm Collector. N'f1 penlOn 
licCinMd U II collector Dy the Secretary of the 
Trouury of the UI'NQ Stlltel under and by 
virtue of TrtItI18; Undid Slaw coo., Section 
923. 

IJcena«I Gun Club:: A club or otganizatlon, 
Of'gMIted f« the pwl)OIIII of practicing 1hOot· 
ing at Wg4ttI. IIctnIod by the Villagoe of 
Morton Grove unOIr s.ction 90.20 of the 
Code of ~ at the VII" of Morton 
Grove. 

(9) PeUI .. 1on: No I*SOf'I shall poaaea. 
in the Vii. of Monon Grow tho following: 
• • • • • (2) Any ~ tram wI'1ich 8 or 
more ehota or bul_ may dischargod by II 
single function of tho firing c:Ievic», any shot· 
gu.., h&\ing one or more ~ leu than 18 
II'IChN in length, som«imee called II aawecI 
ott shotgun or any ~ made from II 
shOtgun. wIlett1er by altIntion. ITIOCification 
or ottlerNiM. if such WNPOO. u modified or 
altend has an ovend length of , ... than 26 
incn.s. or II barrcol IGngth of lou than 18 
inches or any bomD.. boc'rltHMII, ~ 
bottle or other contIInir contUling an expIo
snr. MIba1ance of fNfIf one-quartDr ounc:e for 
like putpOHt. such IS, but not limited to 
blac:X powder bombs and Molotov cocktaiIa or 
artillery projeCtiles; 0( (3) ArrI handgun. un
letS the ArM has bMn n'Jf1dansd pennanent. 
ly inoperatMa. 

(e) SUbsection 8(1) aha!I not apply to or 
affect any rx-ce officsr. 

(D) SUbMc:tIon 8(2) shaIi not apply to or 
affect the following: (1) P~ officefw. (2) 
Wardena. supecinlelldllillS and kNPWS of 
prisons. pen;tentIariM. jails and othw instItlJ. 
tions fO( the detontion of pmtOna accused or 
convicted of an otter.; (3) Momber of the 
Armed SeMen or R....,. Forces of the 
United States or the II!noia NatIonal GuanI. 
while in the perforrMnce of their official 
du1IeI; and (4) TIW'lICIOrtation of I'NICt'ine 
guns to those pei'8OI'IS authorizlId under SIb
paregrapha (1) and (2) of thie eubMction to 
posMa machine gu'II, if the machino guns 
are broken down in • ncn-functioning state or 
not Imrnediatlily sex II J *. 

(E) SubtMIctlcn 8(3) daM not apply to or 
attect the following: (1) Peace offic:enI or any 
per-.on St.mI'1'IOned by any peec:I1I offIe8I' to 
asAt In maKIng ItMIItI or preMl"mg the 
peIIOa ~ twt Is ~ engaged In ~ 
lng such officer ana if IIJCh ~ wu 
~ by the p88/II» offIc:r, (2) Ward8nI. 
sup.'""tatldenta and ~ of priIons. f*'jI
t~ jails and CChIIt instiIutIona for the 
c:Ie18ntion of pef80N aceuMd Of convicted of 
an 0,.,.,. (3) Memoera of 1M AnMd Ser· 

va. Of( ~ ~ 01 ttMI UritId StafIIII 
0( the IIIInoie NdonI:I GLIIId 0( tn. R...w 
Off'tcn Training Cotp.I, whiIft in the \*101" 
~ of their ott\ciai dutio8; (4) Spec:iIII 
AgemI ernpioy«I by a railroad CtI a public 
utility to penorm police fun!:tlcm: guania of 
~ car c:ompanioe; watchmM.nd MCU
my guarda ac11WIy and reou**Y ~ In 
the COfMlIIfCiaI or indua1rlal ope!atior. tor the 
protfJCtion of ~ ~ and private 
property related to such COI'IImeiicaI or IndIA
trial opGratiomr, (5) Agen1s and in'Yeatiga1r:n 
of the IIIlnoia ~ I~ Com
miuicn authoritod by the c:ommiaIcJn to 
cany SUCh WfIII4')Ona; (6) l.icenIMid QI.It coItec> 
tor.: (7) L.ieonaed gun clla provided the gun 
club hal pterI1iMI from which it oporetet and 
rnaintIIIns poueaion and control of hand
guns UHd by its ITMIn'IbIra, and haa proce. 
OO'M and faciIItiM fO( k..png such hand
guna in a sato pa..c., under the control of the 
club'. chief ottIctw. at aU ~ wMn they lire 
not being used for ~ &hooting or othu 
spor!:tng or reaeat!cna.\ P\.If'POHII at the pqm. 
iNII of the gun club; and gun club I114IITltMn 
whh such ~ are using their harIdgooc 
at uw gun dub pramisM; (8)A p~.n •• I~ of 
an antique firurm; (9) T~ of 
handguns to thoM p(Ir'aOna authcIrizaicl under 
~ 1 thmi:igh 8 of tIliI .a.c:tIon 
to PCIt*IU handguns, if the hatidgIn are 
broken down In II non-fUnctioning iJtatIt CII not 
irnmed!8tott' ~ (10) TraultlCibttlon 
of handguns by peraona from II IIcenMd gun 
club to another lieenMd gun club or~. 
tatian from • IicenMd gun club to • ;un ctub 
outaade the limits of Morton Grove; provided 
however that the trtIrIsportatIo Is for the 
~ of engaging in compG1itM ~ 
shooting or for the pc.wpoH ct pernI8MnI:ty 
keeping said hani:Igwi at such new \'PI club; 
and provided further that at ali tIme8 during 
such trar\sp()I1atiOn &aid handgun aNI! have 
trigger locks sacureIy faat&ntd to the /WId
gun. 

(F) PeNIty: (1) Arty penson violating SOC> 
tlon 8(1) or 8(2) of this Ordnanct IhaII be 
guilty of a mi8cI&mNnor and shall be fined 
not \eM than $100.00 nor l1'IOI'1I than $500.00 
or inc:arcfnted for up to six rnontna for ..en 
such offense. 

(2) Ant penson vidatlrog Section 8(3) of 1hia 
OIdi1~ IhaJI be guilty of petty off.,.. and 
$hall be fined no lela than S50.oo nor men 
than S5OO.oo for suci'I otfenM. Any f)II'8On 
violating s.ction 8(3) of th!a 0rdInanctl mora 
than ~ time shall be guiHy of • rniIIdeInMn
or and shall be fiMd no leas than 5100.00 nor 
more than $500.00 or inc:arant8d for up to 
six montI'Ia for each such offenn. 

(3) Upon corMc:Uon of • vIoIatlcn of SectIon 
9(1 ) througn 8(3) oJ this Ordine.t'a, .IllY 
~ Hized an.lI be ccnIiIIcatiid by the 
trial COI6t and wtMln no longer I'IMId«I for 
evidentiary purpoaes, the court may tranater 
such W8C4Xl" to tho Morton Grow PolIce 
0fI9t. who shall deItroy th4Im. 

(0) YokIntwy DeIIYwy to PoIoIt ~ 
ment. (1) If a PIf1OI1 Y06untariIy and peaa
ably ~ and WInc:Ions to 1M Merton 
Grove Po/icIJ o.pt. any wedIpOn 11MII11ioI1\\1d In 
s.ction 8(1) through 8(3), IUCh dtNMry shall 
prGdude the amm and ~ of IUCtt 
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~ on. chIIrge of ~ rtf ~ 
of this 0nIi .. 1C8 with roeped to the ~ 
YCIU1tanIv deIIWWed. [)t4Ivery UI'IdIr thN Me
llon may be mado at thlD ~ of the 
police c:MIpIrtment at by ammoning I police 
officer to 1M porson'. ~ or pIac» of 
buainec& Every ~ to be dd\'Sfed and 
abIIndonad to the poQce ~ und« 
!hit par-.graph shall be ~ and eecure
tv ~ In a ~ and in the cae of 
delivery to the pcb ~ the pack
age IhaJI be c:auried In 0fMI'I ... No person 
who ~ end &bIndona a WIifII)On under 
this HCtiM shall be requRd to ftI'niah identi
fication. p~ or flng8C'prints. No 
amount of money shall be paid for any 
~ cleIiYefed or abandoned under thia 
~ 

(2) 'NI'IeMwIr any WMpOfl Is IlUTfJlIdeI tid 
under thIa MC1Ion. 1he police department 
sMlIlnqun of all raw enfof'cllment ~ 
~ IUCh ~ is nNded aa evidence 
and If the ume is not I'lMdoci .. 0'Iriden0I. it 
shaJlbe~ 

(H) All MMIIPOIIS 0I'denId c:onflIcated by the 
cot.n under the pmviaiona of SectIon F(3) and 
all WNj:'lC)I'1S ~ by the Morttm Grovo 
Pollee ~ uncItiIr and by viI1ua of 
s.ctIon G IhaM be held and idantiMd as to 
owner, wtww poaibIe, by Ihe Morton Grove 
Police ~ for a f)IIriod of fIv. years 
prier to their being deI:troyed. 

(1) ConctructIon: Nothing in thta Ordi
nanco shall be conatn.MId or ~ to neces
SIiriIy requInt Of excuM noncorI'I4)Iian with 
any P«MIicn of tho laws of the State of 
illinois Of to the IIIWII of the United Stat-.. 
This 0rcIIn0ric. and tn. ~ ~ 
for violation hereof, shall not superMde. but 
shall ~ all statutea of the State of 
Illinoia Of of the United Slates in which similar 
conduct may be prohibited or rogulated. 

(J) ~ If any prcNlaiona of this 
0rdInIInc:fI or the ~Iion thereof to any 
pertiOn Of ~ is held Invalid. the 
remainder of this ~ and the appIica. 
bIIlty of such pnMsion to other peraona not 
sImiIafty IituaWd or to other cirCurnstancea 
shAll not be atf8C'hld th«IIby. 

(IQ Tho provision of this Orditianco shill 
take effect ninety (90) daya from and after its 
pcillHge, ~ and publicatiaC\ in pam
phlet form ac:conilng to law. 

SectIon 3: That this 0n:IInance IIhtlJI be 
pubIishMt In pamphlet fom1. Said pamphlet 
shall be I'tICIIivsd a 8Vidence of the pasuge 
and legal puWcation at this Ordinance. [June 
8, 1981J. 

NIIM 
22-44. AtftdelItt to ~ ftrMrm&. 
(a) It shd be unlawful for any penon 

dMIinQ In ~ to ad, bwter.1oIIn. ot give 
away to 11ft penon within the village any 
piaIoI. 1WOMIr, or othW flreInn of like char· 
act« which can be conc:eaIed upon the 
person. unIaa IUCh p;non 110 pWChasing or 
receMng ~~ flnaenn shall hav8 filed with 
the ~ an affidIlvIt. • • • 

(b) The foIkIwing P*1IOna we <XJV9red by 
the NCticn and net .wgibkI to purd\ue • 
fIrMnn: 

(1) Any PMOfi corMcted of II felony; 



(2) My Il'IInOr ~ 1W • tit IigI-.n 
(18) )..at'I: 

(31" nvcoIie Iddict. 
22-45.. 8eIInG. fI.In1IehIn9 fIrMmIe to /No 

non. It ahaII ~ unlllWNl lot trfI/ p8nIOn to 
MIl. gtVfI. loan 01 I\.mIIh to trfI/ minot ~ 
the age of eegI1teen (18) VftII1IItr'/ oun.. pietQI. 
ri1I8. rO"lOlYer 01 otlW' t'AIIm1 within the 
CCIf1'(ntl limrtI of !tis VII •• 

22-41. ~ QUnII .... pc'ftotllol~bI ... Ntad.od. It shell 
be unlawhJI lor any penon to NIf. after to 
Mil. QMI. Ioe.n. fum,." 01 poaMa I m.&et'line 
gun WIthIn the COfl)OI'ate boUndIIiM of the 
VIllaQtl. The tenn "machine gun" rMIII8 trfI/ 
~ wtneh shootI, II ~ to shoot. 
or can be readily rOi1'tOr'ed to shoot. automati
cally more than one shot, WIthout ITW'IUaI 
relo.tdlng. by I smgle !unction of the tIiQg«. 
The term shall aJlO I~ the frame 01 
rllCefVef of any such weapon. any, ,~ 
bon of petta dellgMd and intencMd 'Df UN in 
convertino a weapon Into • rnad'lInI gun. and 
any combInabon of partI from whIc:h • ma
eI'll". gun can M UMITlbIed if IUCh p&rt:I In . 
In the ~'f'SCIOn 01 under the oontrcl of " 
pwson. 

Peoria 
41 ..... I..lcIwIN to .... etc. - Requhd. It 

shall ~ unlawlui lor any ~ to ~ in 
~ buIineu of aellinQ, 0110 .... Of ~ away. 
any piatol. r~.· .. dening«.' •• or 
otNf dMdIy WIIoIPOtI. which can ba con
cuJed on the pw'IOI'I. withotJt MCUrinO a 
JanH 10 to 00. 

41 ... ReqWrN OIM"IMcate Md thuM 
print. It IhalI ~ unlawful 101 any I*'l10'' to _I. barter. 01 give hay to Ilr'/ penon with 
the City. any dMdIy w..epon rntI/TIicned in 
Soc\X)n .. 1 .... of thill eoo.. except 10 Iicctwed 
dN!«I, Mthout IirJt obtalrq !rom thO 1*-
000 recJMng IUCh dMdIy ~ " IIgned 
statlNTlent (contact local IIUthcrftin tor re
qvired contImSl' • • and whicI'I IMII c0n

tain " thumO print !rom the penon rlCClMng 
such a WMpOn. sucn tIunb pdnt Ih&II be the 
nght-hat!d thumb print ooIeu c:i'curnctancH 
pc~ in wnich CCM it shall be !he Isft...n.na 
thumb print. All wen \l'Tforrnalion reqund by 
thiI NCt.ion shall be ~ upon fermi 
prcMdod by the ~ of PolIce tor 
that PWPOM. 

41-11. ~ on ... It Ihd be 
unlaWful fOl any I*tOI1 to ..... bitter or gMt 
awtI'f. to any petIOn within u,. city. mt 
dNIfy weapon menIIoI ted In HCtJon 41-4 of 
ltIiI Coda, to eny I*tOI1 known to tim to be 
under tWIInty-One (21) .,..... 01 • ot 01 
un8OC.WId ITW1d or under illdIcU'nent 01' a cinI; 

IlCIOICt 01 • 1ugnN8 !Tom ~U(..<o .-I .. ,.'" ...... 

been ~ of • ai'ne c:.4 ~. 
41·1'" ..... atIon. Ail ~ ,... 

dIints of the city lind \hoM I*1ICfW wt'Io 
I'8CIide in the city ccntInucusIy tot mote than 
len (10) dtyI wno haw in ttIW poIMeIIiOn 
Itry pistol. AI'>'OIYor 01 gun whicI'I may be 
e:onceelGd on IN pncn. IhalI ~. such 
gun 01 ~ with the ~tendent of p0-
lice. s.t!Ing fOl'ttl the calibor. make, rt'IO(\eI 
and ~ ..... number of the weapon. 
No 1M _I be r~ lor SlJclI regiStration. 

RocKford 
1·260. UoenM ~ It shall be unlaw

/vi for any perIQI'I to engag.e in the buIInoA 
01 r~ or Nliing. or to repajr. sell or giYe 
IlWllY to any penon witt1in IN city •• new 01 
UIIId~. revolWt. derringer 01 otMt-.po 
OM of hmiIar ctwactar ~ can be con
CMIed upon the 1*'10". witheM f!/'It hI'o'ing 
soewed a 1iCWIM. 

1-H4. Record ~ ~ It 
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APPENDIX ~ 

The following is a list of those persons who can register handguns 
in the city of Chicago~ 

(1) Firearms owned or under the direct control or custody of any 
federal, state or local governmental authority maintained in the 
course of its official duties. 

(2) Duty related firearms owned and possessed by Peace Officers 
who are not residents of the city of Chicago. 

(:3) Duty related firearms owned or possessed by Corrections 
officers provided that such Corrections Officers are residents of 
the City of Chicago. 

(4) Firearms owned, manufactured or possessed by licensed 
manufacturers of firearms, bulk transporters or licensed sellers of 
firearms at wholesale or retail. 

(5) Any nonresident of the city of Chicago participating in any 
lawful recreational firearm-related activity in the City, or on his 
way to or from such activity in another jurisdiction. Provided 
that such weapon shall be unloaded and securely wrapped and that 
his possession or control of such firea~m is lawful in the 
jurisdiction in which he resides. 

(6) Peace Officers, while in the course of their duty, who possess 
and control any firearm or ammunition issued by their department, 
bureau, or agency in the normal course of business. 

(7) Private security personnel who possess or controls any firearm 
or ammunition within the City of Chicago: provided that such 
firearms shall be owned and maintained by the security firm 
employing such personnel and shall be registered by the security 
firm in accordance with this Chapter. 

(8) Those persons summoned by a Peace Officer to assist in making 
an arrest or preserving tqe peace while actually engaged in 
assisting the Peace Officer. 

1Chapter 11.1 of Municipal Code of chicago Amended Cancerning 
the Registration and Possession of Firearms in the City of chicago, 
City Council, City of chicago, Illinois. 
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APPENDIX 5 
Example of Analysis of Illinois/ NCVS Data 

Robbery 

The effects of a low sample size in the survey can be seen in Table 28, which examines 
robbery in the lilinois-NCVS data. The 1985 and 1986 estimates of victimization incidents 
are quite different, with the total number of estimated robbery victimizations in 1985 more 
than 45 percent higher than the estimate in 1986. However, the confidence limits of these 
two estimates are very wide (Table 29). There is a 68 percent chance that the actual 
number of robbery incidents was between 41,625 and 71,755 in 1985 (+ 1 - 15,065) and 
between 26,078 and 51,362 in 1986 (+ 1 - 12,642). This indicates that the real numbers in 
each year are probably somewhere between the two estimates (38,700 and 56,700), or 
perhaps the real numbers occur in the region where the estimates overlap (41,600 to 
51,400).42 

When categorized by injury and weapon estimates of the percentage of completed 
robberies have even wider confidence limits (Table 29). For example, the standard error 
for the 1985 estimate of completed firearm robberies is 4,570, so that the 68 percent 
confidence limits are 197 to 8,943. Another problem of low sample 'Size is that some 
estimates of detailed (and therefore rare) categories are so low that they do not provide 
useful information. This is evident, for example, in the number of completed robberies with 
a weapon other than a firearm in 1986 (Table 28). In all completed robberies in which a 
weapon was used in the 1986 Illinois sampled cases, the weapon was a firearm. 

Thus, the wide confidence lill)its must be taken into account in the interpretation of 
estimates from lliinois-NCVS data. However, some relationships may be inferred from the 
data, if great caution is used to analyze only relatively large estimates. For example, the 
percentage of lilinois-NCVS robbery victimization incidents that were completed was 
probably about 60 percent (34,290/56,690) in 1985 and 64 percent (25,020/38,720) in 
1986 (see Table 28). 

Aggravated Assault 

Victimization incidents may include more than one victim per offense. For example, in the 
estimated 52,920 aggravated assaults reported in the NCVS survey in 1985, there were 

42These calculations use the forr.1ula and the parameters presented earlier, with the data presented 
for robbery inCidents from the NCVS. 
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71,830 victims, or an average of 1.36 victims per incident. In 1986, there were 41,200 

Table 28 
1985 Through 1987 Illinois-NeV8 Robbery victimization Incidents 

by Weapon 

Firearm* 

Robbery 
Completed Robbery 

With Injury 
without Injury 

Attempted Robbery 

1986 

Robbery 
Completed Robbery 

with Injury 
without Injury 

Attempted Robbery 

1987 

Robbery 
Completed Robbery 

with Injury 
without Injury 

Attempted Robbery 

6,700 
4,750 

820 
3,930 
1,950 

8,890 
8,890 
2,120 
6,770 

o 

16,260 
13,890 

4,660 
9,230 
2,370 

other 
Weapon 

21,560 
16,590 

4,140 
12,450 

4,970 

3,910 
o 
o 
o 

3,910 

18,350 
12,890 

5,560 
7,330 
5,460 

No 
Weapon 

20,840 
11,350 

1,710 
9,630 
9,490 

15,110 
9,470 
2-,910 
6,560 
5,640 

22,770 
14,470 
8,780 
5,690 
8,300 

Don't Know 
if Weapon Total 

7,590 
1,600 

o 
1,600 
5,980 

10,810 
6,660 
1,790 
4,860 
4,160 

4,060 
1,820 
1,820 

o 
2,240 

56,690 
34,290 

6,670 
27,610 
22,390 

38,720 
25,020 
6,820 

18,190 
13,710 

61,440 
43,070 
20,820 
22,250 
18,370 

* In the 1985, 1986 and 1987 sample, all firearm robberies, 
completed or attempted, were done with a handgun. 

Source: National Crime victimization Survey--Illinois Data 1985, 
1986 and 1987, U .. S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice 
statistics, page 1,390. 

estimated victims of aggravated assault in Illinois and 34,950 incidents (1.18 victims per 
incident). I-UCA information on aggravated assaults known to the police is counted as 
one offense per victim. Thus, the personal victimization weighting of NCVS estimates 
(found in the "Victim Event Tables") is more comparable than the NCVS incident weighting 
to HJCR assault figures. In 1985, the NCVS estimated that there were 71,830 aggravated 
qssault victimizations in Illinois (Table 30). In that year, there were 43,863 index 
aggravated assaults known to the police.43 

43Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority version of Illinois-Uniform Crime Report data. 
However, these do not include attempted murder for Chicago. 
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The difference between NCVS estimated victimizations and crimes known to the pOlice 
depends on the type of weapon. 44 The large number of zeros in Table 30 is partly a 
result of the small sample. In addition, there are no simple assaults with a firearm or other 
weapon, because the use of a weapon automatically makes an assault "aggravated." 
Also, attempted assaults with a weapon equal zero if the respondents indicated there was 
no weapon or it was not known if a weapon was involved. 

Table 29 
standard Errors and 68 Percent confidence Limits for 

I11inois-NCVS 
Robbery Incident Estimates 

Estimated 68% 
Number of Standard Confidence 

1985 Incidents Error Limits 

::<obbery 56,690 15,065 41,625 to 71,755 
Completed Robbery 34,290 11,730 22,560 to 46,020 

Completed-Firearm 4,570 4,373 197 to 8,943 
compl-Injury/Firearm 820 1,817 -997 to 2,637 

Attempted Robbery 22,530 9,515 13,015 to 32,045 

1986 
Robbery 38,720 12,642 26,078 to 51,362 

Completed Robbery 25,020 10,169 14,851 to 35,189 
Completed-Firearm 8,890 6,066 2,824 to 14,956 
Compl-Injury/Firearm 2,120 2,964 -844 to 5,084 

Attempted Robbery 13,710 7,532 6,178 to 21,242 

Source: NCVS data and standard error parameters listed earlier. 

In 1985, the Illinois-NCVS estimated 30,160 victimizations (age 12 or over) of aggravated 
assault with a handgun (fable 30), and 10,945 index assaults with a handgun were known 
to the police (35 percent). The total number of firearm assault victimizations estimated in 
the NCVS for Illinois in 1985 was 36,320 (handgun plus other gun). compared to 12,437 
assaults (34 percent) committed with a firearm known to the police in Illinois in 1985. The 
Illinois NCVS estimate for aggravated assault victimizations with another weapon was 
30,340 in 1985, compared to 10,863 assaults (40 percent) committed with another 
weapon (knife or other weapon) known to police. 

There was a large difference between 1985 and 1986 IIlinois-NCVS estimates for assault 

441n using the Illinois-weighted NCS tables, note that the detailed estimates (by weapon, for 
example) do not sum to the total estimates. This happens because the weights are applied individually 
to the sub-categories, and because rounding has a big effect on the small sample size. 
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victimizations (fable 31). This may indicate that NCVS estimates for assault were less 

Table 30 
Estimated victimizations - Illinois Nevs 

1985 Through 1987 Assault by Weapon (Total) 

Handgun Other Other No D/Know Total 

1985 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 
Complete W/Injury 
Attempt W/Weapon 

SUBTOTAL 

SIMPLE ASSAULT 
Complete W/Injury 
Attempt W/Weapon 

SUBTOTAL 
TOTAL ASSAULT 

1986 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 
Complete W/Injury 
Attempt W/Weapon 

SUBTOTAL 

SIMPLE ASSAULT 
Complete W/Injury 
Attempt W/Weapon 

SUBTOTAL 
TOTAL ASSAULT 

1987 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 
complete W/Injury 
Attempt W/Weapon 

SUBTOTAL 

SIMPLE ASSAULT 
Complete W/Injury 
Attempt W/Weapon 

SUBTOTAL 
TOTAL ASSAULT 

o 
30,160 
30,160 

o 
Q 
Q 

30,160 

4,580 
9,750 

14,330 

o 
Q 
Q 

14,330 

o 
9,130 
9,130 

o 
Q 
Q 

9,130 

Firearm Weapon Weapon Weapon 

o 
6,160 
6,160 

o 
Q 
Q 

6,160 

o 
2,020 
2,020 

o 
Q 
Q 

2,020 

o 
Q 
o 

o 
Q 
Q 
Q 

18,030 
~~50 
32,380 

o 
Q 
Q 

32,380 

11,550 
10,650 
22,200 

o 
Q 
Q 

22,200 

12,060 
8,340 

20,400 

o 
Q 
Q 

20,400 

5,170 
o 

18,760 
69,370 
88,130 
~300 

2,480 
o 

2,480 

17,990 
62,170 
80,16,0 
82,640 

3,940 
o 

3,940 

o 
Q 
o 

o 
1,760 
1. 760 
1,760 

2,230 
o 

2,230 

3,770 
7,660 

11,430 
13,660 

o 
Q 
o 

34,940 0 
85,590 11,140 

120,530 11,140 
124,470 11,140 

23,200 
50,670 
73,870 

18,760 
71, 130 
89,890 

163,760 

20,840 
22,420 
43,260 

21,760 
69,830 
91,590 

134,850 

16,000 
17,470 
33,470 

34,940 
96,730 

131,670 
165.140 

Source: National Crime Victimization Survey--Illinois Data 1985, 
1986 and 1987, U. S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, page 1,895. 
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reliable than robbery estimates, even though the assault numbers are higher. The number 
of sampled victimizations of aggravated assaults committed with a firearm in the 1985 
crime survey (36,320) is 201 percent higher than those known to the police in 1985 
(12,071). However, in 1986 the 16,350 assaults in the crime survey data was only 15 
percent higher than the 14,208 assaults committed with a firearm known to the police in 
1986. 

Table 31 
standard Errors and 68 Percent Confidence Limits for 

Illinois-NCV8 
Aggravated Assault Victimization Estimates 

1985 

Agg. Assault 
W/Handgun 
W/Other Gun 

1986 

Agg. Assault 
W/Handgun 
W/other Gun 

Estimated 
Number of 
Victimizations 

63,020 
30,160 

6,160 

41,220 
14,330 

2,020 

standard 
Error 

16,944 
11,004 

4,980 

13,360 
7,701 
2,893 

68% 
Confidence 

Limits 

46,076 to 79,964 
19,156 to 41,164 
1,180 to 11,140 

27,860 to 54,580 
6,629 to 22,031 
- 873 to 4,913 

While the total robbery inc.ident estimates declined 32 percent between 1985 and 1986 
(see Table 29), aggravated assault victimization estimates declined 66 percent. At the 
same time, simple assault estimates increased slightly. For aggravated assault, the 
estimate dropped from 30,160 in 1985 to 14,330 in 1986 for assaults with handguns, and 
from 6,160 in 1985 to 2,020 in 1986 for assaults with other guns. As for robbery, these 
changes probably are due to variation caused by the small sample size, and do not 
indicate a real change. Like the estimates for robbery, it is also possible to calculate the 
standard error of the estimates for aggravated assault victimizations (fable 31). As you 
can see, larger victimization estimates for total assault are more reliable than the detailed 
estimates by weapon. Also, in every case, the 68 percent confidence limits of the 1985 
and 1986 estimates overlap. 

Other Detailed Analysis Examples 

Because of the small sample size, detailed analysis is not always possible with the Illinois 
NCVS data. Table 32 presents an attempt to analyze robbery incidents in which the victim 
perceived the age of the offenders to be between 21 and 29. Is it possible to give some 
indication of the relationship between the age of the offender, the weapon type, and 
whether the robbery was completed? 
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Table 32 
percentage of RODDeries Committed by 21 - 29 Year-Olds 

1985-1987 Illinois-NeVa Data 

other other No D/Know 
1985 Handgun Firearm Weapon Weapon Weapon Total 

Com. Robberies 4,750 0 16,590 11,350 1,600 34,290 
21-29 Offenders 3,720 0 12,450 6,110 1,600 23,880 
Percent 21-29 78.3% 0.0% 75.0% 53.8% 100% 70.0% 

Att. Robberies 1,950 0 4,970 9,490 5,980 22,390 
21-29 Offenders ° 0 1,080 ° 2,380 3,460 
Percent 21-29 0.0% 0.0% 27.1% 0.0% 39.8% 15.5% 

1986 

Com. Robberies 8,890 0 0 9,470 6,660 25,020 
21-29 Offenders 3,780 0 0 3,940 0 7,720 
Percent 21-29 42.5% 0.0% 0.0% 41. 6% 0.0% 30.9% 

Att. Robberies 0 0 3,910 5,640 4,160 13,710 
21-29 Offenders 0 0 0 3,850 4,160 8,010 
Percent--21-29 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 68.3% 100.0% 58.0% 

1987 

Com. Robberies 13,890 0 12,890 14,470 1,820 43,070 
21-29 Offenders 4,660 0 3,700 8,650 0 17,010 
Percent 21-29 33.5% 0.0% 28.7% 59.8% 0.0% 39.4% 

Att. Robberies 2,370 0 5,460 8,300 2,240 18,370 

21-29 Offenders 0 0 0 8,300 0 8,300 

Percent 21-29 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 45.2% 

Source: National Crime Victimization survey--Illinois Data 1985 and 
1986, U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice statistics, pp 
1,381-1,390. 

In the 1985 survey data, 78 percent of all 'completed handgun robberies were committed 
by offenders whose perceived age was between 21 and 29. In-·the 1986 survey data, 21 
to 29-year-olds committed only about 42 percent of all the completed robberies with a 
handgun. In the 1987 survey data, only 34 percent of the surveyed victims of completed 
handgun robbery incidents perceived the offender to be aged 21 to 29. As discussed 
above, the small sample size in the Illinois NCVS does not permit speculation as to trends 
over time. The only safe interpretation ia that the actual proportion of handgun robberies 
in Illinois committed by people aged 21 to 29 is likely to be between 34 and 78 percent. 
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Table 33 shows another type of firearm information available from the National Crime 
Victimization Survey data for Illinois. Although only day and night are presented in this 
table, the survey data are available in six-hour time spans, from 6 a.m. to noon, noon to 
6 p.m., 6 p.m. to midnight, and midnight to 6 a.m .. By looking at the responses, it can be 
seen that 57 percent of handgun assaults were committed at night, compared to 62 
percent of assaults with another weapon. 

Table 33 
1986 NCVS-Illinois Estimated Assault Estimates 

by Weapon and Time of Occurrence 

Handgun Other Weapon 
Day Night Day Night 

Agg. Assault Total 5,000 6,600 7,050 11,590 
Complete W/Injury 2,530 2,050 4,170 4,010 
Attempt W/Weapon 2,470 4,550 2,880 7,580 

Source: National Crime Victimization survey--Illinois Data 1985 and 
1986, U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, pp. 
1,151-1,156. 

Table 34 
1985-1987 Illinois-NCVa Rape Victimizations by Weapon 

1985 

RAPE 
Completed 
Attempted 

1986 
Rape 
Completed 
Attempted 

1987 

RAPE 
Completed 
Attempted 

Firearm Knife Other 

o 2,940 0 
o 0 2,200 

000 
2,250 0 0 

Firearm Knife Other 

000 
o 4,670 0 

Total 
Weapon 

2,940 
2,200 

o 
2,250 

Total 
Weapon 

o 
4,670 

No 
Weapon 

13,420 
4,920 

1,870 
2,240 

No 
Weapon 

o 
o 

DK/NA 
Weapon 

o 
1630 

o 
o 

DK/NA 
Weapon 

o 
o 

Scurce: National Crime Victimization Survey-Illinois Data 1985 and 
1'986, U. S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice statistics, 
page 1,895. 
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Criminal Sexual Assault 

Although there are data presented in the National Crime Victimization Survey for criminal 
sexual assault, because of low numbers of respondents who had been victimized by this 
particular crime, the data are very sparse, especially for the use of firearms in the 
commission of the crime. Because of the rarity of this offense, and the weighting 
procedure used to estimate Illinois data from the National Crime Victimization Survey, 
there are many questionable figures for rape, as shown in Table 34. 

From the data presented in Table 34, it can be seen how an event occurring as rarely as 
rape is not represented accurately in the state-level weighting of the National Crime 
Victimization Survey. In 1985, according to the Illinois estimation, there was no rape in 
Illinois with a firearm as the weapon, whether completed or attempted. In 1986, the survey 
estimated 2,250 attempted rapes with a firearm, compared to zero in 1985, and zero 
completed rapes with a knife in 1986, compared to 2,940 in the previous year. 

The standard errors for the estimates of rape (Table 35) show how problematic and 
inaccurate these estimates can be. For example, the standard error for completed rape 
in 1986 was 3,731, which was higher than the estimated number of victimizations (1,870). 
This standard error tells us that there is a 68 percent chance that the number of 
completed rapes in 1986 was between 5,601 and -1,861. Because of these obvious 
problems, state estimates for rape should not be used. The sample size is far too low to 
accurately estimate the number of these crimes.45 

The examples explain how rarely occurring offenses are not represented accurately in the 
National Crime Victimization Survey Data, especially when it is estimated for only certain 
areas, such as Illinois. 

45Conversation with Michael R. Rand, National Crime Survey Unit, Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
December 2, 1988. 
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Table 35 
standard Errors and 68 Percent Confidence Limits for 

Illinois-NcVa Rape/criminal Sexual Assault 
victimization Estimates 

Estimated Number 
of Incidents 

1985 

Completed Total 
Attempted Total 

Attempted-Firearm 

1986 

16,360 
6,420 

Completed Total 1,870 
Attempted Total 3,360 

Attempted-Firearm 1,120 

139 

standard 
Error 

8,110 
5,083 

3,731 
3,730 
2,154 

Confidence 
Limits 

8,250 to 24,470 
1,337 to 11,503 

11,861 to 5,601 
-370 to 7,090 
-1,034 to 3,274 
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