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In 1983, the largest annual de-
crease for serious crime in the past
23 years was recorded, according to
statistics compiled by the FBI's Uni-
form Crime Reporting Program. Not
only was the 1983 downturn the larg-
est decrease since 1860, it was also
the first time the Nation’s crime
volume declined in two consecutive
years and the fourth annual decrease
to oceur.

An estimated 12,070,200 Crime
Index offenses were reported to law
enforcement in 1983, an overall de-
crease of 7 parcent from the previous
year's total. Nearly 16,000 law en-
forcement agencies, covering 97 per-
cent of the total U.S. population, re-
ported data to the FBI.

Crime Statistics

Crime in the

United States

Violent Crime

A 5-percent decrease in vioient
crime~—murder, forcible rape, robbery,
and aggravated assault—was record-
ed in 1983. Murder and robbery totals
each declined 8 percent, and aggra-
vated assault was down 2 percent.
Forcible rape showed virtually no
change in volume since 1982. For vio-
lent crime, the crime rate was 529 per
100,000 inhabitants, a decrease of 6
percent from 1982.

1983

MURDER—AN estimated 19,308
murders occurred last year, with a
murder rate of 8 per 100,000 inhabit-
ants. Of every 100 murder victims, 76
were male, 55 were white, 33 were
between the ages of 20 and 29, and
20 were Hispanic. Firearms were the
dominant weapons used to commit
this crime, with handguns being used
in 44 percent of all cases.

In 57 percent of all murders, the

Esumation.” page 3 and 4 for dotails
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victims were slain by relatives or ac-
quaintances, and spouse against
spouse were involved in 9 percent of
the murders. Arguments resulted in 44
percent of all murders, while 18 per-
cent took place as a result of feloni-
ous activities such as robbery, arson,
etc.

Of those arrested for murder, 41
percent were under 25 years of age,
50 percent were black, and 16 per-
cent were Hispanic. The 18- to 24-
year age group accounted for 34 per-
cent of the total murder arrests. Sev-
enty-six percent of all murders have
been cleared by law enforcement.

i MURDER

e NUMBER OF OFFENSES DOWN 10%
==-=«RATE PER 100.000 INHABITANTS DOWN 14%

FORCIBLE RAPE-—During 1983,
an estimated 78,918 forcible rapes
occurred, representing virtually no
change in volume from the previous
year. In Uniform Crime Reporting, the
victim of forcible rape is always
female. The rate increased 2 percent
from 1982, but was 1 percent below
that of 1979. For every 100,000 fe-
males in the United States, an esti-
mated 66 were reported rape victims.
Of the offenses reported, 77 percent
were rapes by force and the remain-
der were attempts or assaults to
commit forcible rape. As in previous
years, forcible rapes were more prev-
alent in the summer months than
during other times of the year.

The number of arrests for this
violent crime was up 1 percent from
1982, and of those arrested, 50 per-
cent were white, 49 percent were
black, and 10 percent were Hispanic.
Persons under 25 years of age ac-
counted for 50 percent of the arrests,
while 25 percent of the arrests were
of those 18 to 22 years of age. The
national clearance rate was 52 per-
cent.

16 / FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin
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| FORCIBLE RAPE
! ewemn RUMBER OF OFFENSES UP 3%

ROBBERY—Robberies fell 8 per-
cent nationwide from 1982, registering
a decrease in all regions and popula-
tion groups. An estimated 500,221
robberies took place, with losses to
the victims reaching an estimated
$323 million or an average loss of
$645 per incident. Bank robberies reg-
istered the highest average loss,
$4,057 per incident, although they
comprised only 1 percent of all rob-
beries. The 1983 rate for this crime
was 214 per 100,000 inhabitants,
Robberies on streets or highways ac-
counted for more than half of the total
offenses in this category.

Sixty percent of these offenses
were armed robberies, and the re-
mainder were those in which strong-
armed tactics were employed. Fire-
arms were used most often in the
commission of armed robberies, ac-
counting for 37 percent of the total;
knives or cutting instruments were
used in 14 percent; other dangerous
weapons in 9 percent.

Robbery arrests were down 5
percent from 1982. Of those arrested,
68 percent were under 25 years of
age, 93 percent were male, 63 per-
cent were black, 36 percent were
white, and 12 percent were Hispanic.
The national robbery clearance rate
was 26 percent, and persons under
the age of 18 were the offenders in
12 percent of the clearances.

ROBBERY
—— NUMBER OF OFFENSES UP 5%
===~ RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS DOWN 1%
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AGGRAVATED ASSAULT—The
number of aggravated assaults de-
clined 2 percent in 1983 from the pre-

vious year's total, with an estimated
639,632 offenses occurring nation-
wide. As with forcible rape, more ag-
gravated assaults took place during
the summer months. For every
100,000 inhabitants, there were, on
the average, 273 victims of aggravat-
ed assault. Blunt objects or other dan-
gerous weapons were used in 29 per-
cent of the offenses; personal weap-
ons such as hands, fists, feet in 26
percent; knives or cutting instruments
in 24 percent; and firearms in 21 per-
cent.

Total arrests for this offense
dropped 3 percent from 1982, and the
national clearance rate for aggravated
assault was 61 percent. Of those ar-
rested, 59 percent were white, 39 per-
cent were black, and the remainder
were of other races. Arrests of males
outnumbered those of females by
6 to 1.

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
mamane NUMBER OF OFFENSES UP 4%
vs0 --==RATE PER 100,000 le:lABlTANij DOWNZ%
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Property Crime

Like the Crime Index, property
crime—burglary, motor vehicle theft,
and larceny-theft—dropped 7 percent
in 1983. Among the individual proper-
ty crimes, burglary was down 9 per-
cent; larceny-theft, 6 percent; motor
vehicle theft, 5 percent. Arson, the
eighth Index crime, declined 11 per-
cent in volume. The 1983 rate of
4,630 property ctimes per 100,000 in-
habitants dropped 8 percent.

BURGLARY—Over 3 million bur-
glaries were estimated to have oc-
curred in 1983, for a 9-percent drop in
volume from the previous year. On
the average, 1,334 burglaries were re-
ported per 100,000 inhabitants nation-
ally, and estimated property losses to-
taled $2.7 billion, an average loss of
$860 per offense.

Seventy-one percent of all burgla-
ries involved forcible entry, and resi-
dential burglaries accounted for 66
percent of the reported offenses.
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More burgiaries occurred in January
than in any other month in 1983,

Burglary arrests decreased 9 per-
cent nationwide in 1983. Of the total
number arrested, 75 percent were
under 25 years of age; 38 percent
were younger than 18, 93 percent
were male, 67 percent were white,
and 13 percent were Hispanic. The
national clearance rate for this of-
fense was 15 percent. Adults were in-
volved in 77 percent of all burglary
clearances, and those under 18 years
of age were offenders in the remain-
ing 23 percent.

BURGLARY
~—— NUMBER OF GFFENSES DOWN 6%
===~ RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS UOWN 12%
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LARCENY-THEFT—While the
number of larceny-thefts totaled over
6.7 million in 1983, the volume de-
creased 6 percent from 1982. This of-
fense occurred most frequently in
August and least often during Febru-
ary. On the average, 2,866 larcenies
were reported per 100,000 people, 7
percent less than the 1982 rate. Prop-
erty losses to larceny-theft victims to-
taled an estimated $2.3 billion or a
$348 loss per incident. By type, the
highest average losses were due to
miscellaneous thefts from buildiings,
$510; thefts from motor vehicles,
$381; and thefts of motor vehicle
parts and accessories, $238. Pocket-
picking resulted in average losses of
$218; purse-snatching, $178; and
shoplifting, $72.

Total arrests for this offense were
down 4 percent from 1982, Forty-eight
percent of the arrestees were under
21 years of age, 32 percent were
under 18, 65 percent were white, and
33 percent were black. The national
larceny-theft clearance rate was 19
percent.

i LARCENY-THEFT
w—ae NUMBER OF OFFENSES UP 2%
==== RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS DOWN 4%

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT—AR
estimated 1,004,372 motor vehicle
thefts were reported in 1983, 5 per-
cent lower in volume than in 1982.
The motor vehicle theft rate was 429
offenses per 100,000 population,
down 6 percent from the previous
year's rate. An estimated average of 1
of every 161 registered motor vehicles
was stolen nationally, for an estimated
$4 billion property loss to victims.

Of all vehicles stolen, 76 percent
were automobiles, 14 percent were
trucks or buses, and the remainder
were other types. August and Febru-
ary were the months in which the
most and least motor vehicle thefts

occurred, respectively.
Motor vehicle theft arrests

dropped 8 percent from 1982. Over
half of those arrested for this crime
(55 percent) were under 21 years of
age, while those under the age of 18
accounted for 35 percent of the total.
Sixty-six percent of the arrestees
were white, 32 percent were black,
and the remainder were of other
races. The national clearance rate for
this crime was 15 percent, and per-
sons under age 18 accounted for 18
percent of the total clearances.

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

~—— NUMBER OF OFFENSES DOWN 9%
----- RATE PER 100.000 INHABITANTS DOWN 15%

ARSON—A fotal of 101,947
arson offenses were reported by
11,286 law enforcement agencies
during 1983. Structures accounted for
61 percent and mobile property for 23
percent of property targeted by arson-
ists in 1983, with the remainder being
directed at such property as crops,

timbers, fences, etc. Structural arson
involved residential property in 63 per-
cent of the offenses and 91 percent
of mobile arsons involved motor vehi-
cles. Averaging $9,384 per incident,
the property value damaged by arson
totaled $795 million. Industrial/manu-
facturing structures registered the
highest average loss, $59,372 per of-
fense.

In 1983, 17 percent of reported
arsons were cleared by law enforce-
ment, while 34 percent of the clear-
ances involved those under 18 years
of age. The number of arson arrests
reached 19,800, of which 88 percent
were male, 76 percent were white,
and 62 percent were under the age of
25,

Based on reports from law en-
forcement agencies providing at least
6 months of arson data in 1982 and
1983, arson trends showed an 11-per-
cent decrease from 1982. Independ-
ently computed rates based on 12
months of reports showed a national
rate of 49 arson offenses per 100,000
population.

Crime Distribution

Geographically, declines in the
overall Crime Index were recorded in
all regions for the same 2-year period.
The Northeastern States recorded an
8-percent decrease; the Southern
States, a 7-percent decrease; and in
both the North Central and the West-
ern States, a 6-percent decrease. The
country’s cities, rural counties, and
suburban areas all recorded 7 percent
fewer Index crimes in 1983,

Down 8 percent from the previ-
ous year, the 1983 national crime rate
was 5,159 Crime Index offenses per
100,000 inhabitants. The rate, which
relates the crime volume to popula-
tion, fell 7 percent from 1979, but was
6 percent higher than the 1974 rate.

Clearances

Law enforcement agencies
cleared 21 percent of the total Crime
Index offenses in 1983. Forty-six per-
cent of all reported violent crimes
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Total Estimated Arrests,' 1983

5 Includes arson.

TOTAL® 11,700,500 || Drug abuse violations 661,400
Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter........... 20,310 Opium or cocaine and their derivatives..., 149,500
Forcible rape 34,080 Marijuana 406,900
Robbery 146,170 Synthetic or manufactured drugs ............ 22,300
Aggravated assault 298,830 Other dangerous nonnarcotic drugs ........ 82,700
Burglary 475,800
Larceny-theft 1,315,000 Il Gambling 41,000
Motor vehicle theft t1g400 4§ ] e
Arson 19,800
—— Bookmaking 3,500
Numbers and lottery 7,300
Violent crime? 499,390 All other gambling 30,200
Property crime* 1,930,000
Crime 1ideX total®....crrmecrrnrverisnnenad 2,429,400
Other assaults 547,500 } Offenses against family and children .... 56,300
Forgery and counterteiting..........econvnmeersisenncd 85,600 || Driving under the influence 1,921,100
Fraud 309,800 | Ligquor laws 498,300
Embezzlement 8,800 || Drunkenness.... 1,115,200
Stolen property; buying, receiving, possess- 127,700 |l Disorderly conduct 757,400
ing.
Vandalism 243,500 || Vagrancy 33,700
Weapons; carrying, po ing, etc 179,600 i All other offenses (except traffic)......cccveresenas 2,267,900
Prostitution and commercialized vice ............... 125,600 | Suspicion (not included in totals)... 13,800
Sex offenses (except forcible rape and Curfew and loitering law violations 75,000
prostitution) 87,000 j| Runaways 128,900

1 Arrest totals based on all reporting agencies and estimates for unreported areas.
2 Because of rounding, items may not add to totals.

3 violent crimes are offenses of murder, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.
4 Property crimes are offenses of burglary. larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.

were cleared, while the overall proper-
ty crime clearance rate was 18 per-
cent, Persons under the age of 18 ac-
counted for 20 percent of the Index

* 'clearances, with those in this same

age group accounting for 9 percent of -

the violent ¢rime clearances and 23
percent: of those for property crimes,

Arrests

Arrests - for all offenses except
traffic ‘violations totaled an estimated
11.7 million in 1983, Among the of-
fenses for which the highest volume
of arrests was recorded were drunk-

“enness with 1,1 million; larceny-theft,

1.3 millior; and driving under theé influ-
ence of liquor or narcotics, 1.9 million.
The national arrest rate was 5, 120 per
100,000 inhabitants.

Total arrests were down 3 per-

_cent from 1982, with adult arrests de-

. clining 2 percent and arrests of those
_-under the age of 18 dropping 10 per-

‘18 / FBl Law Enforcement Bulletin

cent. Arrests for drug abuse violations

increased 5 percent over the 1982

level, Of all arrestees, 51 percent

‘were under 25 years of age and 83
percent were males. Larceny-theft

was the single offense for which fe-
males were most often arrested, ac-
counting for 20 percent of all female
arrests,

Assauits on Law Enforcement

Nationwide, an average of 17 of

every 100 local, county, and State law
enforcement officers were assaulted
in 1983, a 6-percent decline from the
1982 rate. Of the 62,324 assauits re-
ported by nearly 10,000 law enforce-
ment agencies; personal - weapons
(hands, fists, feet, etc.) were used in
83 percent; firearms in 5 percent;
knives or cutting instruments in 3 per-
cent; and other dangerous weapons
in ¢the remaining 9 percent. Re-
spoglses to all types of disturbance
calls (family quarrels, man-with-gun
calls, bar fights, etc.) continued to
lead all other circumstances with 33
percent of all assaults.’

- Law Enforcement Officers Killed ~
During 1983, 80 law enforcement -
officers were, knlled felomously inthe 7
line of duty\ﬂewer than in any other’
“year of the past decade and 12 less

than the 1982 total. Of the 80 victims,

42 were city policemen, 24 were
county officers, 11 were eniployed by

State law enforcement agencies, and
- 3 were Federal officars.
As in past years, more officers =

(31) were killed while attempting ar-
rests than while involved in any other
activity. Eleven officers were killed

while ‘attempting to thwart robberies

or were in the pursuit of robbery sus-
pects when slain; 7 were investigating
drug-related matters; 4 were handling
burgtary-in-progress cads or were pur-
suing burglary SUSP?/CtS' and 9 were
atternpting arrests for other than the
above-mentioned crimes. Seventy-four
out of 80 officers were slain by fire-
arms, with handguns being used in 54
of the murders. Twelve officers were
killed with their own service weapons,

~and law enforcement has cleared 91
percent of the murders.
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