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FOREWORD 

The Governor's Justice comnission (GJC), in the Spring of this year, decided 
that a statistical report focusing exclusively on the crilre of rape in Rhode Island 
was in order. This was sparked by the fact that Rhode Island experienced its fourth 
consecutive year of rape incident increase, and not as a result of sensational-type 
occurrences experienced in a nearby New England state. 

The GJC was fortunate to receive data and assistance from the Rhode Island Rape 
Cr~is center, Inc. (ccmrronly refeiredto in this report and elsewhere as RCC). To
gether, data from both agencies, we believe, will give the reader and the general 
public a broader understanding of particular details involving th~s v~olent" crilre. 
As, the cover of this report states, the years 1981 and 1982 are h~ghl~ghted; heM
ever I occasionally I reference is made to other years. 

This report contains the following four sections:, 

. Overview 

.Specific Infonmation . 
• Trend Graph, Map, National Comparison Chart, and 
.General Laws - Definitions of Sexual Assault; 

Although this report contains much data, it should be noted what the report 
does not contain. At this time, for a host of reasons, courts and profile data 
were not available. For example, the GJC would have liked to have included data 
that spoke to the aIrount of p30p1e that were convicted for sex related crimes in 
Rhode Island during 1981 and 1982. Also, a nore detailed profile background of 
the rapist, than what appears in this report, would have been preferred. Again, 
in several cases, many attempts to obtain !TOre infonnation Elimply, were not successful. 

Rhode Island's General Laws define what constitutes sexual assault (rape) by 
first, second and third degree categories, plus their correlate penalties. When 
classifying the degree of sexual assault inflicted upon a victim, the Rape Crisis 
Center generally utilizies said General Laws,'definitions asa guide. For con-· 
fonnity with unifonn Crime Reporting (UCR) requirements, this state's city and 
town police departments, as well' as others throughout the country, utilize (follow) 
this definition: 

Rape (Forcible), as defined in the UCR Program, is the' carnal 
knowledge of a female forcibly and .against her will. Assaults 
or attempts to ccmnit rape by force or threat of force are also 
included; howevex, statutory rape (without force) ahd other sex 
offenses are not included in this category. 

Many agencies, including the state's individual police departments, played a key 
role in supplying the Governor's Justice Ccmnission with vital data and infor.mation. 
However, a most worthy role was filled by Ms. Marcia Blair of- the Rape Crisis Center. 
She was instrumental in infonning the GJC just What the magnitude of rape is in Rhode 
Island,. and the general processes involved in handling rape cases and related admini
strative procedures. Ms. Blair also assistedtl1e GJCin the interpr~tation of RCC's 
annual statistical report. Dermis Tierney of the GJe 1 s Statistical 1¥lalysis center 
(SAC) also provided much professional assistance in the compiling of this report. 

,. 
W. Bradley CXCMther Frederick C. Williamson No:o:nan Dakake 
Executive Direcb')r Chairperson Director 
Governor's Justice Comnission Statistical Analysis 
222 Quaker Lane, W. Warwick, R. I. 02893 center 
(401) 277-2620 (401) 277-2620 
The publication of this ·reIX'rt is supported by Cooperative Agreement #8l-BJ-CX-K017 
awarded by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice. Pennission 
to reproduce or transmit all or parts of this reIX'rt may be -received fran the .publishing 
State of Rhode Island agency listed above. 
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THE VICTIM •••••• 

Is generally young, ilccordinq tn Hi1pe Crisis Center (RCC) 
reports. The reports H:vealed thdt in 1981 and 1982, 46% 
and 59% respectively, wer0 victims whose age ranged from 

9::)"1// 

under 13 to 18. An averaqe of only 7% of the victims were (VICTIM) 
above 35 years of aqe. Eighty one percent (81%) of the 
victims were white, both years. The report noted, however, 
that older women are somewhat rclucti1nt to report rape, 
while younger women an'? qeneri111 y not. 

THE RA PIS T • • . I • • 

The rape offender, i1ccorJinq to arrest information, was 
22 years of age and older, b3~ of the time in both 1981 (RAPIST) 
and 1982. For two consecutive years, over 50% of the 
rapists were reported to be white, and close to 35% to 
be black. 
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OVERVIEW CONTINUED 

THE SETTING OF THE CRIME ••.•.. 

According to Rape Crisis Center reports, close to 50% 
of se:x:ual assaults took place at either the victim's 
or rapist's home or a residence shared by the victim 
and rapist. 

OUTDOOR AREAS OF CONCERN .•••• Q 

'. 

(SETTING) 

According to a Governor's Just:ice Commission (.GJC) analy
sis of RCC's location(s) of sexual assaults report (for 
1982 only), approximately 20 incidents of rape were re
ported in areas close to a body of water (heach, marin~, 
pond), parking lots, and outdoor/indoor-type garages. (OUTDOORS) 
other outdoor areas listed as experiencing recurring 
sexual assault activity were: playgrounds I grounds at 
housing projects, alleys, streets, parks and areas near 
retail establishments, such as cafes, restaurants and 
malls. 

FAMILIARITY BETWEEN VICTIM AND RAPIST •••••• 

In close to 50% of the rapes reported during 1981 and 
19.82, the victim and the rapist knew each other either 
well or slightly. Additionally, about·17% of the rapes (FAMILIARITY) 
were reported to be committed by a relative. No prior 
knowledge of each other was reported in 35% of the cases 
each year. 

THE DAYS RAPE MOST COMMONLY OCCURRED •.•••• 

In a survey completed by the GJC, Saturdays (21%) and 
Fridays (18%) were .the most common days that rape oc
curred. Sunday was the third most active day, meaning 
that week ends were particularly vulnerable periods for 
committing this crime. 

THE TIMES OF DAY RAPE MOST COMMONLY OCCURRED •••• I. 

The survey revealed that the hours of 12:01 a.m. - 3:00 
a.m. were the most (.21%) common hours in which rape oc
curred. This was closely followed by the hours of 3:01 
p.m. - 6:00 p.m. which showed a 20% rape occurrence. 
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OVERVIEW CONTINUED 

" 

THE MONTHS RAPE MOST COMMONLY OCCURRED. I' I I I 

For the two years examined by the GJC, June and July had 
the highest amounts of rapes reported, 47 and 43 respec-
tively. Conversely, December with 17 rapes reported was (MONTH) 
the lowest. However, an RCC report stated that November 
was their most active month during 1981 and 1982. 

THE AMOUNT OF RAPES REPORTED •• I I I I 

The amount of rapes reported to various police depart
ments throughout the state and The Rape Crisis Center 
(RCC) varied wide~y for both years. For example, in 
1982 the GJCls tabulations show that 185 rapes were (AMOUNTS) 
reported, while ReC' s records reveal 417, a 125% differ-· 
ence. In 1981, RCC recorded 363 rapes, the GJC 167, a 
117% difference. It may be concluded that although more 
rapes are being reported to police authorities through-
out Rhode Island, many more go unreported suggesting 
that many women still prefer annonymity and simply "do 
not want to get involved" in any system whatsoever. 

THE TREND OF RAPE IN RHODE ISLAND I I' I" 

Both the records of the Governor's Justice commission 
(GJC) and the Rape Crisis Center (RCC) clearly indi
cate a rising trend of rape activity ~n Rhode Island. 
The GJC1s statistics for the past four years a~e as (TRENDS) 
follows: 

1~79 - 129. 
1980 - 159 
1981 - 167 
1982 - 185 

rapes reported 
" " 
" II 

II 

RCC's records available for a three year period in
dicate the following: 

1980 - 275 rapes reported 
1~81 - 363 II II 

1982 - 417 II II 

While the rising rape trend is of great concern, 
two points should be noted. With the establishment 
of special programs for sexual assault (rape) vic
tims in Rhode Island and elsewhere, it is logical 
that more victims, clearly not all, are seeking help 
and are thus being classified as "reported". In the 
past, with l.ittle or no place to turn for help 
it is no wonder that this crime was ~nderreported. 
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orE.,EWCONTINUED 
Finally, with the expansion of human rights practices 
the emphasis today is to "tell it like it is", that 
is, less significance is placed on the stigma of rape 
and more is placed on seeking justice. 

How RHODE ISLAND COMPARES WITH OTHER STATES •. I ••• 

Rhode Island's amount of rape and its rates were com
pared with seven various states. New England, h.eavily 
populated northeast states, and Idaho (because of its 
comparable population) were the states chosen to compare 
with. It was found that between 1981 and 1982, Rhode 
Island had the highest amount of rape incident increase, 
i.e., eighteen (18) more incidents were reported. Most 
states examined in the comparison study had decreases. 
The state with the next highest increase was Connecti- (COMPARISONS) 
cut, which had an increase of 9 rape incidents. When 
all seven states were compared for the rape rates per 
100,000 population for the two year period examined, 
Rhode Island's average fell somewhere in the middle of 
the scale. The average rates per 100,000 population 
were, in descending order, as follows: New Jersey 31; 
New York 30; Massachusetts 25; Connecticut 21; Rhode 
Island 19; Idaho 19; New Hampshire 16; and Maine 13. 

THE CITIES THAT REPORTED THE MOST RAPE INCIDENTS ..... . 

Both GJC and RCC records reveal that the State's most 
populated city, Providence, for two consecutive years, 
reported the most rape incidents. In 1982, the GJC 
reported 67 rapes and the RCC reported that 100 rapes 
took place in Providence. During 1981, the GJC tabu- (CITIES) 
lated 55 rapes in Providence, however, the RCC records 
revealed that they received 131 reports of rape; more 
than double that were reported to the Providence Po-
lice Department. Warwick and Woonsocket were cities 
that averaged 22 and 16 rapes reported, respectively, 
during '81 and '82 according to GJC records. Further, 
the GJC records reveal that Warwick experienced a jump 
from 13 to 30 rapes reported for the subject years. 
However I there may be a logical reason for 'this. War-
wick Police Department has a special unit that admin-
isters rape crisis services; thus, they are able to 
more thoroughly investigate assaults, domestic prob-
lems and the like, to determine if they may, in fact, 
be rape incidents. Moreover, their unit is staffed 
by several trained females lending a more comforting 
approach to questioning, etc., than would be found 
in other police departments, who, for the most part, 
deploy male ,personnel to handle sexual assault/rape 
cases. 
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OllERVIEW CONTINUED 

How RAPE RATES PER 100J OOO POPULATION AFFECTEB CITIES AND TOWNS ..... . 

When the number of rapes is calculated by using the 
nation.al, time-tested formula of "rates per 100,000 
population", a different picture develops. Smaller 
cities or towns that have e~perienced rape incidents 
will occasionally start shm\Ting up high on this table 
of numbers. This is an expected result when using (RATES) 
this formula. For example, during both years '81 and 
"82, ,the city of Woonsocket and the town of Narragansett 
repeated themselves in the top five ranked communities. 
In 1981 and 1982, Newport ranked high in its rape rate 
per 100,000 population. Middletown had the highest 
rate of any community in 1981, thus lending credence 
that Middletown, Narragansett and Newport, because of 
the large influx of summer visitors/bathers, became 
very vulnerable to increased criminal/social misbe-
havior. 

THE SEASON IN WHICH MOST RAPES OCCURRED •• I ••• 

As expected, the summer season was the most active 
'c6n'cerning rape incidents. According to GJC recOrds, 

,. th~ summer season for two consecutive years was by 
'I far. the leader in both the number of incidents occur- (SEASON) 

ring and the percent of total. One hundred and twenty 
four (.124) rapes were reported over a two year Span 
during the summer season, representing 35% of the 
total rape incidents. Following summer was spring 
(24%), fall (22%} and winter (19%). 

THOSE ARRESTED FOR THE CRIME OF RAPE ..... . 

~n 1981 and 1982, eighty five percent (85%) and 
seventy seven percent (77%) respectively, of those 
persons arrested for committing rape were adults. 
Juveniles arrested rose from 15% in 1981 to 23% in 
1982. (Specifically, 20 juveniles were arrested for 
the crime of rape in 1981, climbing to 31 in 1982 and, 
conversely, adult arrests decreased by II in 1982; down 
from 114 to 103). Thus, in comparison to the GJC rec
ords of reported rapes in 1981 and 1982, 80% and 72% 
respectively, of those crimes led to eventual arrests. 
However, the rate of success in making arrests is much 
less when compared to the amount of rapes that were 
reported to the Rape Crisis Center; 363 in 1981 and 
417 in 1982 or 37% and 32% cleared by arrests respec
tively. 
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OVERVIEW CONTINU~D 
THE TYPE OF ,MEANS/WEAPONS USED WHILE COMMITTING THE CRIME OF RAPE .••... ' 

Both the records of the GJC and RCC indicate that rather 
than a gun, krdfe or other we,apon, a part of a person IS 
human anatomy, such as hands, fists, i;eet, mouth (verbal 
abus.e), was used for the most part When Subduing a victim. 
On the average, GJC records reveal that during the 1981 
1982 span, 74% of the time, hap-ds, fists, feet, verbal (WEAPONS) 
abuse were the means used to exert force Upon the victim; 
5% of the time a gun was utilized; 11% of the time a knife 
was used, and 9% of the time an "other weapon" was the 
recorded means of using force upon the victim. 

AN EXAMPI".E OF How MUCH TIME IN PRISON INMATES SPENT FOR COM
MITTING A SEx-RELATED CRIME ..••.. 

Of the five degrees or areas of sexual abuse for which 
persons were incarcerated, not one served his/her entire 
sentence. Thirty-five (35) inmates were released from 
the ACI during 1982 who had served time for a sex relaLed 
crime. A low of 59% to a high of 81% was the range of 
prison time served. Of the 35 inmates released, 24 had (PRISON) 
served time for first, second or third degree sexual as-
sault crimes; 8 for "abominable and detestable crime(s) 
against nature", and 3 for indecent assault upon a child. 
The original sentences varied from a low of 1 year to 
a high of 15 years. 

\4ERE ANY MALES RAPED? •••.. 

The only record available outlining any information as 
to males being raped was extracted from a 1982 RCC report. 
According to that report, 17 males of a total of 417 vic
tims, filed a sexual assault (rape) complaint with the 
RCC. It is interesting to note the RCC staff estimated (MALES) 
that 99% of the males who reported rape stated that an-
other male committed the offense upon them. 

How MANY GANG RAPES WERE REPORTED? ••••• 

Again, the Rape Crisis Center's reports were used to ex
tract certain information. Gang rapes reported to the 
Center, mostly via telephone, revealed that i;ifty-three 
(53) cases in 19.82 and forty-two (42) cases in 1981 were (GANG) 
recorded. They represent 15% and 10% respectively of 
the total rape cases reported to RCC. Noteworthy, was 
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OVERVIEW CONTINUED 

the further reviewing of an RCC report, specifically the 
1980 annual report, which revealed nineteen (19) gang 
rapes; obviously far less activity than the years '81 and 
'82. 
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ARREST INFORMATION 
Cor1MENI: ALTHQUGH A LARGE MAJORITY OF ARRESTS WERE MADE FOR RAPE CRIMES 
REPORTED BY THE GJC IN '81 AND '82 (8N AVERAGE OF 76% EACH YEAR).1 FAR 
L.ESS t1ERE .~1ADE WHEN COMPl\RED 'fo THE KCC RECORDED NUMBER OF RAPES (AN 
AVERAGE OF 35% EACH YEAR). 

ARREST INFORMATION: A SUMMARY OF ARREST DATA CONCERNING 
THOSE PERSOl\IS CHARGED NITtI THE CRIME OF RAPE 

Rapes Reported 
to UCR/FBI 

Arrests 

Percent of 
Rapists Arrested 

Number of Juveniles krested 
For 'Ibis Crime 

1981 

Age Group 

Under 10 0 
10 - 12 2 
13 - 14 3 
15 3 
16 7 
17 5 

TOl'AL 20 

Number of Adults Arrested 
For 'Ibis Crime 

Age Group 1981 

18 9 
19 9 
20 3 
21 9 
22 - 34 56 
35 OVer 28 

'roTAL 114 

SOURCE: G1C/FBI 

1981 

167 

134 

80% 

% of Total 

15% 

% of Total 

85% 
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1982 

185 

134 

72% 

1982 

2 
1 

10 
2 

11 
5 

31 

1982 

1 
6 
4 
8 

44 
40 

103 

% of Total 

23% 

%I'Of Total 

77% 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Cot1MENI: ALTHOUGH RAPES ARE SYSTEMATICALLY 'REEORTED BY THE t\PPROPRIAtE 
POLICE DEPARTMENTS BY USING THE UNIFORM CRIME KE?ORTING (UCR) METHOD .. 
THERE AREj HOWEVER FAR MORE RAPES BEING REPORTED TO A CRISIS GROUP .. 
SUCH AS THE RCC. ~OR EXAMPbE~ IN 1981 .. 117% AND iN 1982 .. 125% ADDITIONAL 
RAPESUC~R~ERE REPO~TED TO THE KC~ THAN WERE REPORTED TO THE GJC (I.E ... VIA THE PROGRAM). 

RAPE OFFENSES RSPORI'ED BY COMMUNITIES/AGENCIES: 
Location/Agency 1981 
(Listed Alfhabetically) GJC RCC 

Barrington 1 1 
Bristol 2 
Burrill ville 2 2 
Central Falls 1 2 
Charlestown 2 
Coventry 5 15 
Cranston 8 20 
Cumberland 5 4 
East Greenwich 2 3 
East Providence 5 
Foster 
Glocester 1 
JarnestOim 2 
Johnston 1 7 
Lincoln 3 2 
Middletavn 8 4 
Narragansett 4 4 
Newport 12 12 
New Shoreham 1 
North Kingstown 4 8 
North Providence 4 
North Smithfield 1 
PawtUcket 6 22 
Portsmouth 1 
Providence 55 131 
~chrom 1 1 
Scituate 2 
Smithfield 
South Kingstown 2 11 
Tiverton 2 
Warren 1 2 
Warwick 13 9 
Westerly 1 7 
West Greenwich 
West Warwick 3 5 
Woonsocket 16 14 

DEM (Parks, etc) 
State Police 
URI/Kingston 

Sub-'Ibtals : 

Rapes RePOrted With No 
Location Given 

'Ibtals: 

% Difference Between GJC/RCC 

1 
10 

167 

56 
363 

1982 
GJC RCC 

2 

1 
1 
2 
(I 

4 

5 
3 
1 
4 
4 

4 

6 

67 

2 
4 

2 
30 

3 
20 

12 

185 

5 
1 
4 
2 
3 

14 

9 
1 
1 

6 
2 
1 
5 
2 

3 
3 
1 

23 

100 
2 

6 
2 
1 
5 

13 

1 
9 

17 

173 
417 

... 
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COMPARISON INFORMATION 
~OMMtNJi .. BETWEEN 1981 AND 1982 .. RHODE ISLAND.HAD AN 11% INCREASE IN 
RAPE INCIDENTS .. HIGHER THAN ANY OF THE SEVEN COM~ARISON STATES. 
HOWEV~R .. RHODE ISLAND'S RATE PER 100 .. 000 POPULA~ION FELL IN MID-SCAL~. 

COMPARING RHODE ISLAND RAPE . INCIDENTS AND 
RATES 'lD alliER SELECl'ED STATES 

I. Canpar.ing 'Ib other New England States: 

RHODE ISLAND Rates per 100,000 Pop. 
1981 1982 

18 20 
+11% 

MASSAClIUSEITS 

26 24 

." -8% 
mNNEcrlCUT 

21 21 
No Change 

J.1AINE 

.... 
13 13 

No Change 

NBW HAMPSHIRE 

16 16 
No Change 

II. Canparing 'Ib A State of Similar Population: 

IDAHO ' Rates per 100,000 Pop. 
1981 1982 

21 16 
-24% 

III. ~ing 'Ib Heavily Populated Northeastern States: 

NBW YORK 
Rates ~ 100,000 Pop-
1981 1982 

31 29 
-6% 

32 29 

No. of. Incidents 
19.81 1m 

167 

+11% 

1,510 

-9% 

653 
+1% 

145 
+4% 

152 
-3% 

i85 

1,375 

662 

151 

148 

No. of Incidents 
1981 1982 

198 
-21% 

157 

No. of lncidents 
1981 1982 

5,476. 
-6% 

5,132 

Reports of Rape +117% +125% 

L ___ ....... ;;"'.-~; .... ,;=~.;; .. -:-:.:::~:;~.:.;;:.:::i.:~~·::~~·:~~·:::~:::~~~:;:~",~~;;;;_~~~_~C~~~~~'::~":~~''''''~=~===.?==_:.;,.;,.' .;;..;..~-9~-~-..;-..; ____ ......... __ ....:. _____________ JJ.r -.!,:.l ____ ~S~O~URC~E~: .:.ALL~~S::T.~~~TES~~LI~S::TED~ ____ _=-ill1:-~ ___ ~ ______ __""_~_.~_. _ .... _ ..... 
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COUNTY INFORMATION 
COM~'1ENT: As ANTTCIPATED.I PROVIDENCE COUNTY HAD THE LARGEST NUMBER OF 
RAPE iN~iDENTSqA8~D A~SO EXPERIENCED ACSIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN RAPES . 
FRlJfvl 90 TO l~ Z. HOWEVER.I NE\~PORT OUNTY HAD A -REVERSE EFFECT; ITS 
RAPE I'NCIDENTS DECREASED FROM 20 TO 5. 

RAPES REPORTED BY COUNTIES 

1981 

Bristol County (pop. 46,966) 

Total Rapes 

% of state Total 

% of State Pop. 

Kent County (pop. 153,957) 

Total Rap:s 

% of State Total 

% of State Pop. 

Newport County (pop. 81,371) 

Total Rapes 

% of State Total 

% of State Pop. 

Providence County (pop. 570,358) 

Total Rapes 

% of State Total 

% of State Pop. 

Washington County (pop. 93,183) 

Total Rt.tpes 

% of State Total 

% of State Pop. 

'SOURCE: GJC 

2 

1.1% 

5.0% 

23 

13.8% 

16.3% 

20 

12.0% 

8.6% 

101 

60.5% 

60.3% 

21 

12.6% 

9.8% 

1982. 

4 

2.2% 

5.0% 

35 

18.9% 

16.3% 

5 

2.7% 

8.6% 

125 

67.6% 

60.3% 

16 

8.6% 

9.8% 

% Change 

+100% 

+1% 

+52% 

+5% 

-75% 

-9% 

+24%· 

+7% 

-24% 

-4% 

p 

. .. 

DAY·OF·WEEI( INFORMATION· 
COm-lENT:· ~VEEK END DAYS WERE THE MOST ACTIVE CONCERNING RAPE OFFENSES. 

Day of Rape 
% Distribution (1982 Only) 

Sunday 
13.1% 

M:mday 
12.9 

Tuesday 
12.3 

Wednesday 
12.3 

Thursday 
10.3 

Fd.,day 
17.8 

Saturday 
21.3 

..... 

SOURCE: GJ L! 
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·NIGH RAPE "INCIDENT LOCATIONS 
COMME~T: . WHEN LISTING ST~ICTLYTHE HIGHEST· NUM~ER OF :~~E~~~g~D:~~~ 
OCCURRING AT RHODE ISLAND S VARIOUS LOCATIONS) PROVIDE 
THE GJC AND RCC TABLES. 

RANK ORDER OF TOP FIVE INCIDENT LOCATIONS, BY ~ NUMBER 
OF RAPE OFFENSES REPORrED 'IO BanI THE GJC AND 

RCC . 

Rank 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

GJC 

Rank 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
5 

RCC 

Rank 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Providence 
Pawtucket 
Woonsooket 
Cranston 
Warwick * 

1981 

Providence 
Woonsocket 
Wru:wick 
Newport 
Cranston_ 
Middletc::Mn 

Providence 
Pawtucket 
Cranston 
Coventry 
Woonsocket 

100 
23 
17 
14 
13 

55 
16 
13 
12 
8 
8 

131 
22 
20 
15 
14 

-23.7% 
+4.5% 

+21.4% 
-30.0% 
-30.8% 

*Warwick Police Dept. i~ staffed with a specific unit to administer 
a rape crisis oriented program. 

SOURCE'S: GJC/RCC 
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MONTHLY INFORMATION 
. 

COMMENT: THE MONTHS OF JUNE ~ND JULY HAD THE HIGHEST AVERAGE AMOUNT OF RAPES 
REPORTED: DECEMBER) THE LOWES~ FOR YEARS 1981 AND 1982. 

REPORTS OF RAPE BY MONTH - 1981 & 1982 

Month 1931 
" 

Offense 
1982 Increase/Decrease 

Janucu.:y 9 11 +2 

February 19 13 -6 

March 13 15 +2 

April 14 8 -6 
May 17 16 -1 
June 23 24 +1 
July 19 24 +5 
August 20 14 -6 
Septenber 11 17 +6 

October 5 20 +15 
NOveniJer 11 12 +1 
Decanber 6 11 +5 

TOl'AIS 167 185 

.. 
" 

.~ 
i 

.' 
~j 

SOURCE:GJC , 
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PRIOR KNOWLEDGE & ACTIVITIES 
INFORMATION 

, ". , , " 
COMMENT: CONTRARY TO THE· MOSTLY M~THICAL BELIEF THAT "A STRANGER ATTACKED ; 
IN ALMOST 50% OF THE REPORTED RAPES; THE VICTIM/RAPIST KNEW EACH OTHER 
WELL OR SLIGHTLY. ALSO; AN AVERAGE OF 17% OF THE VICTIMS CLAIMED A RELA
TIVE RAPED THEM. 

SOURCE:RCC 

vrCI'IM-RAPIST 
PRIOR I01CX'VLEDGE 

Relationship 
None 
Knew Slightly 
Knew Well 
Relative 

PRIOR ACI'IVITY 
OF vrCI'IM 

Activity 
At Heme 
Walking 
Sleeping 
Driving 
At a Bar ) 
At a Party 
Working 
Hitchhiking 
other 

-15-

1981 

35% 
20% 
26% 
19% 

28% 
21% 

7% 
7% 

10% 

3% 
2% 

22% 

1982 

36% 
19% 
31% 
14% 

28% 
15% 

5% 
2% 
9% 

3% 
2% 

36% 

f 

I 
!' 
I 
I 

f 
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r 
j 

I r 
t 
~ 
~ f ' 
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f: r 
i 
t 
t 
~ 

I 
t 
1 

~ 

I 
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j 

1 I 
i I 
1 I 

I 
,I 
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PRISON INFORMATION 
COMMENT: THIRTY-FIVE (35) INMATES; WHOSE CRIME WAS SEX RELATED; WERE 
RELEASED IN 1982 FROM THE ACI. THE ORIGINAL SENTENCES VARIED FROM ONE TO 
FIFTEEN YEARS IN PRISON. 

PRISON DATA: A lOOK AT THE AVERAGE TIME AcruALLY SERVED 
BY' INMATES RELEAsED FROM THE ACI IN 1982 

1. OFFENSE: RAPE/SEXUAL ASSAULT - FIRST DEGREE 
Sumna.ry: Seven (7) persons with varying sentences ranging fran 2 years 
to 15 years served the following*median prison t.ime: 

Median Percentage of T.ime Served = 62% 

2. OFFENSE;: RAPE/SEXUAL ASSAULT - SECOND DEGREE 
Summa:t:y: Ten (10) persons with varying sentences ranging from 1 year 
to 5 years served the following median prison time: 

Median Percentage of Time Served = 81% 

3. OFFENSE: RAPE/SEXUAL, ASSAULT - THIRD DEGREE 
Surmary: Seven (7) persons with varying sentences ranging fran 11 mJnths 
to 7 years served the following median prison time: 

4. 

5. 

Median Percentage of Time Served = 59% 

OFFENSE: ABOMJNABLE AND DEl'ESTABLE CRIME AGAINST NATURE 
Summary: Eight (8) persons with varying sentences ranging fran 1 year to 
10 years served the followil'lg median prison time: 

Median Percentage of T.ime Served - 72% 

Oli'FENSE: INDECENT ASSAULT UPON CHILD 
Sumua:ry: Three (3) persons with varying sentences ranging fran 1 year to 
5 years served the following median prison time: . 

Median Percentage of Time Served = 75% 

*H:dian - a tYPe o~ average, which is simply the value of the middle it h 
afll the. J. terns are arranged in either ascending or descending ~! en o magnJ. tude. 

SOURCE: DepariJnent ot CorrectJ.ons 
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RATES'ER 100,000 POPULATION 
.' . . . ~. . . . 

CDMME~: USING CRIME RATES MAKES IT POSSIB~E TO COMPARE COMMUNITIES 
VNHTH VARIOUS POPULATION LEVELS. ~JOONSOCKETJ PROVIDENCE J WARWICKJ ARRAGANSETTJ NEw81PORT ANO CRANSTON RANKED IN THE TOP TEN FOR RAPE 
RATES IN BOTH l~ AND I~82. 

RANK ORDER OF rop TEN CITIES/'I'ClVNS CQ-1PAREo BY. _ • 

RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION 

(FOR ONLY THOSE c.'QM.1UNITIES REPORI'ING FOUR OR MJRE RAPES) 

Rank 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 
7 
8 

1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
5 
5 
5 
6 
7 

1982 

1981 

SQURCE:GJC 

City /Tam 

Woonsocket 
Providence 
Warwick 
Narragansett 
South KingStow.rl 
Johnston 
North Providence 
Newport 
Cranston 
Pawtucket 

!-1iddletCMn 
Newport 
Providence 
Woonsocket 
Narragansett 
Coventry 
Cumber larrl 
North Kingstown 
Warwick 
Cranston 
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Rapes Reported 

20 
67 
30 
4 
4 
5 
4 
4 
8 
6 

8 
12 
55 
16 

4 
5 
5 
4 

13 
8 

Rate Per 
100,000 POE-

44 
43 
34 
33 
20 
20 
14 
14 
11 

8 

46 
41 
35 
35 
33 
18 
18 
18 
15 
11 

d 

, . 

I 
f
~"l 

1 

I 

I 

I 
I 

./' I 
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.! I 
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I 
I 
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I 
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l 
i 

1 
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:f 
~ 
J 

J ' 
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I . 
~ 
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I 
I 

I 
I 

I ; 

/ 
I 

I , 
I 
I 1 
I I 
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SEASONALITY INFOlfMAT/GN 
COMMENT: As EXPECTE 
OCCURRED. DJ THE SUMMER WAS THE SEASON IN WHICH MOST RAPES 

SEASONALITY SURVEY: RAPE l3Y SEASONS 

SEASON 1981 1982 - . % CHANGE 
SPRING 44 39 -11% 

SUMiJER 62 62 No Change 

FALL 27 49 +82% 

34 35 +3% 

TOl'ArS: 167 185 +11% 

SOURCE:GJC 
'I 
,',", ~ 
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THE SETTING AND· TYPE 'OF 
SEXUAL ASSAULT 
COM~1ENT: NEARLY HALF OF THE SEXUAL ASSAULTS REPORTED TO THE RCC TOOK 
PLACE AT EITHER THE VICTIM'S OR RAPIST'S HOME OR A RESIDENCE SHARED BY 

BOTH. A FIRST DEGREE (MOST SERIOUS) ASSAULT WAS REPORTED ALMOST 50% OF THE TIME. 

THE SETTING OF THE ASSAULT AND ITS TYPE ,_ 
AS TAKEN FRCM R. I. RAPE CRISIS CENTER ANNUAL REPORl'S 

1981 1982 
SETrING OE' ASSAULT 

25% Victim's Home 24% 
Rapist's Home 14% 12% 
Victim & Rapist's Harne 12% 11% 
Vehicle 18% 15% 
other 32% 37% 

TYPE OF ASSAULT 

53% First Degree 46% 
Second Degree 10% 13% 
'Ihird Degree 1% 1% 
First & Second Degree .3% .5% 
Incest 9% 9% 
Assault With Intent 4% 7% 
Prison Rape 16% 
Gang Rape 10% 13% 
Sexual Ha:crassment,IWork .5% .1% 
Sexual Harrassment/Street .7% 
Sexual Harrassment,/Horne .5% 1% 
.ttarital Rape 1.5% .5% 
Physical Assault Only .5% 1.% 

SOURCE:RCC 
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TIME OF DAY INFORMATION 
Cor1~1ENI: FROM MIDNIGHT ,TO. THREE. IN, THI; ,MQRNJ~,~, y~!\S ,THE MOST REPORTED 
TIME !HAT RAPE OCCURRED~ (I.E' J ACTUALLY COMMITTED). 

T:ine of Day 

AM 

PM 

12:01 - 3 

3:01 - 6 

6:01 - 9 

9:01 - Noon 

12:01 - 3 

3:01 - 6 

6:01 - 9 

9:01 - Midnight 

SOtJIa: G1C 

., ' 

-20-

% Distriliution (1982 Only) 

21.2% 

8.9 

4.1 

6.8 

10.3 

19.9 

13.0 

~ 

41% 

59% 

>, 
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. VICTIM/ RAPIST·· INFORMATION 
CDr1MENh' OV!;:R 50% OF THE. RAPE VICTIMS WERE YOUN.G" RANGI.NG. IN, AGE FROM 
UNDER TO 18. SEVENTY ONE PERCENT (71%) OF THE VICTIMS WERE 21 YEARS 
OF AGE OR YOUNGER" AND NINETY PERCENT (90%) OF THE VICTIMS WERE 30 YEARS OF AGE OR YOUNGER. 

ProFILE DATA OF VIcrIMS AND RAPISTS, AS 
TAKEN" FRCM R. I. RAPE CRISIS CENTER ANNUAL REPORrS 

RACE OF VIcrIM 
White 
Black 
other 

AGE OF VIcrIM 
Under 13 
Fran 13 - 15 
Fran 16 - 18 
Fran 19 - 21 
Fran 22 - 25 
Fran 26 - 30 
Fran 31 - 35 
Fran 36 - 40 
Over 40 

RACE OF RAPIST 
White 
Black 
other 

SOURCE:RCC 
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1981 

81% 
14% 

5% 

11% 
18% 
17% 
16% 
13% 
11% 

5% 
4% 
5% 

54% 
34% 
12% 

1982 

81% 
12% 

7% 

20% 
20% 
19% 
12% 

9% 
10% 

4% 
2% 
4% 

53% 
')% 

8% 
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WEA'ON USED INFD'/JllAATION' 
COMMENT:. IN 74% OF THE RAPE INCIDENTS REPORTED" GUNS) KNIVES OR OTHER 
WEAPONS WERE NOT US~~l HOWEVER) THE WEAPON MOST COMMONLY USED BY THE RAPIST WAS A KNIFE %). 

'mE MEANS USED TO EXERT FORCE tJPON THE VIcrIM 

MEANS USED 

Gun 

Knife 

other Weapon 

Hands, Fists, Feet, 
Verbal, etc. 

TOTALS 

SOURCE:GJC 

NUMBER 

1981 1982 

5 15 

19 21 

19 12 

124 137 

167 185 

-22-

% DISTRIBtJrION 

1981 1982 

3.0% 8.1% 

11.4% 11.4% 

11.4% 6.5% 

74.2% 74.0% 

% a!A.~GE 

+5.1% 

No Cllange 

-4.9% 

-.2% 
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HOW RHODE ISLAND AND 
PROVIDENCE COMPARED 

WITH THE NATIONAL CRIME •••• oe 

RotesiJer JOaOOO PoPtdotion 
UNITED4/ RHODE PROVIDENCE CRIME STATES- ISLANDY R.I. Y 

HOMICIDE 10 4 10 + RAPE 36 20 43 

ROBBERY 251 116 464 

ASSAULT 281 264 465 

BURGLARY 1,632 1,415 2,582 

LARCENY 3,122 2,857 3,798 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 469 744 2,353 

ARSON ---V 117 198 

TOTAL CRIME INDEX 5,800 5,536 9,913 

!/1982 Rates 

2/All numbers rounded 

3/ 
- No U.S. arson rates available 

!l1981 Rates - National annual rates are generally released by the 
F.B.I. during the Fall season 
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RHODE ISLAND 

Shaded areas are 11 
camnuni ties with 
highest rape rates 
in 1982. 

. , . . . . .... ... .. 

-.-



• p 

GENERAL 
LAWS 

DEFINING 
SEXUAL 

ASSAULT 
}III 

« -

RHODE ISLAND GENERAL LAWS 
DEFINING SEXUAL ASSAULT 

11-37-2. First degree sexual assault. - A person is guilty of 
first degree sexual assault if he or she engages in sexual pene
'tration with another person, not the Spouse of the accused, and 
if any of the following circt.m'lStances exist: 

(A) The victim is under thirteen (13) years of age. 
(B) The accused knows or has reason to know that the victim 

is mentally incapacitated, mentally defective, or physi
cally helpless. 

(C) The accused uses force or coercion. 
(D) The accused, through concea.J.roent or by the elerrent of 

surprise, is able to overcane the victim. 
(E) The accused engages in the medical treatment or exam

ination of the victim for the purpose of sexual arousal, 
gratification or stimulation. 

11-37-4. Second degree sexual assault. - A person is guilty of 
a second degree sexual as saul t if he or she engages in sexual 
contact with another person and if any of the following circum
stances exist: 

(A) The victim is under thirteen (13) years of age. 
(B) The accused knows or has reason to know that the 

victim is mentally incapacitated, mentally defective 
or physically helpless. 

(C) The accused uses force or coercion. 
(D) The accused engages in the rrec1ical treatrrent or 

examination of the victim for the purpose of sexual 
arousal, gratification or stimulation. 

11-37-6. Third degree sexual assault. - A person is guilty of 
third degree sexual assault if he or she is over the age of 
eighteen (18) years and engaged in sexual penetration with 
another person over the age of thirteen (13) years and under 
the age of consent f sb<:teen (16) years of age. 
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