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FOREWORD

For a number of years I have commented on the seriousness of the ever-
present and growing crime problem in our country. The results of the past
two years, however, give us reason for hope.

Across the country, decreases in those crimes that the general population
experiences most directly — the Crime Index offenses — are being recorded.
There was an all-time high of these crimes reported in 1980. Since then, the
tide has been turned. The most recent figures for 1983 indicate a substantial
decrease from our experience in 1982.

During those years of continual crime increases, we were hard pressed to
explain the reasons for the increases. Now, we are equally challenged to
explain the decreases. The heightened awareness of the public to the
possibility of being a crime victim has set into motion a host of crime
prevention measures. Effective action in recent years by law enforcement
agencies, courts, and correction facilities to identify and isolate recidivists has
played a role in crime reduction. The age migration, especially the maturation
of those who have historically been prone to commit crimes, is another causal
factor. Legislative initiatives promulgated at the federal, state, and local
government levels to combat crime have been instrumental in securing a safer
society. Many social forces are at work influencing criminal behavior in this

counfry; and, no ong factor should be isolated as the solution to the crime
problem.

As we proceed through this decade, a clearer understanding of criminal
activity shall possibly evolve. At these early stages of crime reduction, a host
of potential reasons have surfaced. Separating the illusory from the real is the
task before us. Still, it is not unreasonable to conclude that a national resolve
to cope with crime has emerged and that this resolve, properly fostered,
offers the greatest hope for success in the years ahead.

William H, Webster
, Director
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CRIME FACTORS

The presence of crime in our Nation is-a matter of serious concern not
only to the law enforcement profession, but to society at large. Historically,
the causes and origins of crime have been the subjects of investigation by
many disciplines. While no definitive conclusions have yet been reached, a
number of factors affecting the volume and type of crime that occurs from
place to place have been delineated. Some of these are as follows:

Population density and size of locality and its surrounding area.

Variations in composition of the population, particularly age
structure.

Stability of population with respect to residents’ mobility and
transient factors.

Economic conditions, including job availability.

Cultural conditions, such as educational, recreational, and religious
characteristics.

Climate.

Effective strength of law enforcement agencies.

Administrative and investigative emphases of law enforcement.

Policies of other components of the criminal justice system (i.e.,
prosecutorial, judicial, correctional, and probational).

Attitudes of citizenry toward crime.

Crime reporting practices of citizenry.

The Uniform Crime Reports give a nationwide view of crime based on
statistics contributed by state and local law enforcement agencies. Population
size is the only correlate of crime utilized in this publication. While the other
factors listed above are of equal concern, no attempt is made to relate them to
the data presented. The reader is, therefore, cautioned against comparing
statistical data of individual reporting units from cities, counties, states, or
colleges and universities solely on the basis of their population coverage or
student enrollment.
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SECTION 1
SUMMARY OF THE UNIFORM CRIME REPORTING
PROGRAM

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program is a
nationwide cooperative venture of nearly 16,000 city,
county, and state law enforcement agencies. Voluntarily
reporting data on crimes brought to their attention, these
agencies make it possible to assess lawlessness in the
Nation and to gauge fluctuations in its amount and type.
The Program’s primary objective — to generate a reliable
set of criminal statistics for use in law enforcement
administration, operation, and management- has remained
the same throughout its more than 50-year history. Uses
of the data produced have, however, expanded
substantially. The American public, demonstrating its
concern regarding the crime problem, has shown
increasing interest in crime statistics. Further, UCR data
have become a research tool for the use of criminologists,
sociologists, legislators, municipal planners, the press, and
other students of criminal justice.

Histerical Background

In the 1920s, the International Association of Chiefs of
Police (IACP) recognized a need for national crime
statistics and formed the Committee on Uniform Crime
Records to develop a viable system of uniform police
statistics. After studying state criminal codes and making
an evaluation of the recordkeeping practices in use, the
Committee in 1929 finalized a plan for crime reporting
which became the foundation of the UCR Program,

Since offenses known to law enforcement were the
most readily available crime information, the Committee
elected to survey local agencies to obtain data on crim~s
brought to their attention. Realizing that not all crimes are
reported, the Committee evaluated various offenses on the
basis of their seriousness, frequency of occurrence,
pervasiveness in all geographic parts of the country, and
likelihood of being reported to law enforcement. Using
those criteria, seven offenses were chosen to serve as an
Index for gauging fluctuations in the overall volume and
rate of crime. These crimes, known jointly as the Crime
Index, included the violent crimes of murder and
nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and
aggravated assault; and the property crimes of burglary,
larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft. By congressional
mandate, arson was added as the eighth Index offense in
1979,

During the early planning of the Program, it was
recognized that the differences among criminal codes
precluded a mere aggregation of state statistics to arrive at
a national total. Further, because of the variances in
punishment for the same offenses in different state codes,

no distinction between felony and misdemeanor crimes
was possible. To overcome these problems and provide
nationwide uniformity in crime reporting, standardized
offense definitions were formulated. Without regard for
local statutes, law enforcement agencies would submit
data in accordance with the UCR standard definitions of
offenses as set forth in Appendix II of this publication.

In January, 1930, 400 cities representing 20 million
inhabitants in 43 states began participating in the UCR
Program. In that same year, Congress enacted legislation
under Title 28, Section 534, of the United States Code
authorizing the Attorney General to gather crime
information. The Attorney General, in turn, designated
the FBI to serve as the national clearinghouse for data
collected by the Program. Since that time, data based on
uniform classifications and procedures for reporting have
been obtained from the Nation’s law enforcement
agencies.

The IACP’s Committee on Uniform Crime Records,
acting in an advisory capacity concerning the UCR
Program’s operation, remains a vital link between local
police departments and the FBI The National Sheriffs’
Association (NSA) in June, 1966, established a Committee
on Uniform Crime Reporting to serve in an advisory role
to the NSA membership and the national UCR Program.
This Committee actively encourages sheriffs throughout
the country to fully participate in the Program.

Committees on Uniform Crime Reporting within state
law enforcement associations are also active in promoting
interest in the UCR Program. These committees foster
widespread and more intelligent use of uniform crime
statistics and lend assistance to contributors when the
need arises.

Methods of Data Collection

The FBI receives the information its contributors
compile either directly from the local law enforcement
agency or through a state-level UCR Program. On an
individual basis, agencies submitting direcily to the FBI
are provided continuing guidance and support from the
national Program.

State-level UCR Programs are very effective
intermediaries between the FBI and its local contributors.
Many of the 41 state Programs have mandatory reporting
requirements and collect data beyond the national UCR
scope to address crime problems germane to their
particular locales. These agencies can also provide more
direct and frequent service to participating law
enforcement agencies, make information more readily
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available for use at the state level, and contribute to more
streamlined operations at the national level.

With the development of a state UCR Program, the
FBI ceases direct collection of data from individual law
enforcement agencies within the state. Instead,
information from the local agencies is forwarded to the
national Program through the state data collection
agency.

The conditions under which these systems are
developed ensure consistency and comparability in the
data submitted to the national Program, as well as provide
for regular and timely reporting of national crime data.
These conditions are: (1) The state Program must conform
to national Uniform Crime Reports’ standards, definitions,
and information requirements. The states are not, of
course, prohibited from coliecting other statistical data
beyond the national requirements. (2) The state criminal
justice agency must have a proven, effective, statewide
Program and have instituted acceptable quality control
procedures. (3) Coverage within the state by a state
agency must be, at least, equal to that attained by the
national Uniform Crime Reports. (4) The state agency
must have adequate field staff assigned to conduct audits
and to assist contributing agencies in record practices and
crime reporting procedures. (5) The state agency must
furnish to the FBI all of the detailed data regularly
collected by the FBI in the form of duplicate returns,
computer printouts, and/or magnetic tapes. (6) The state
agency must have the proven capability (tested over a
period of time) to supply all the statistical data required in
time to meet national Uniform Crime Reports’ publication
deadlines.

To fulfill its responsibilities in connection with the UCR
Program, the FBI continues to edit and review individual
agency reports for both completeness and quality; has
direct contact with individual contributors within the
state when necessary in connection with crime reporting
matters, coordinating such contact with the state agency;
and upon request, conducts training programs within the
state on law enforcement records and crime reporting
procedures. Should circumstances develop whereby the
state agency does not comply with the aforementioned
requirements, the national Program may reinstitute a
direct collection of Uniform Crime Reports from law
enforcement agencies within the state.

Reporting Procedures

Law enforcement agencies across the country report
monthly to the UCR -Program. From records of all
reports of crime received from victims, officers who
discover  infractions, or other sources, the agencies
tabulate the number of Crime Index or Part I offenses
brought to their attention. Specifically, the crimes
reported to the FBI are murder and nonnegligent

manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault,
burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.

Whenever complaints of crime are determined through
investigation to be unfounded or false, they are eliminated
from an agency’s count. The number of ‘“actual offenses
known” is reported to the FBI regardless of whether
anyone is arrested for the crime, stolen property is
recovered, or prosecution is undertaken.

Another integral part of the monthly submission is the
total number of actual Crime Index offenses cleared.
Crimes are “cleared” in one of two ways: (1) at least one
person is arrested, charged, and turned over te the court
for prosecution; or (2) by exceptional means when some
element beyond police control precludes the arrest of an
offender. Law enforcement agencies also report the
number of Index crime clearances which involve only
offenders under the age of 18; the value of property stolen
and recovered in connection with the offenses; and
detailed information pertaining to criminal homicide and
arson.

In addition to its primary collection on Crime Index
(Part 1) offenses, the UCR Program solicits monthly data
on persons arrested for all crimes except traffic violations.
The age, sex, race, and ethnic origin of arrestees are
reported for both Part I and Part II offenses by crime
category. Part II offenses include all crimes not classified
as Part I.

Various data on law enforcement officers killed or
assaulted are collected on a monthly basis. Other law
enforcement employee data, specifically the number of
full-time sworn and civilian personnel, are reported as of
October 31 of each year.

Editing Procedures

Each report submitted to the UCR Program is
thoroughly examined for arithmetical accuracy and for
deviations which may indicate errors. To identify any
unusual fluctuations in an agency’s crime counts, monthly
reports are compared with previous submissions by the
agency and with those for similar agencies. Large
variations in crime levels may indicate modified records
procedures, incomplete reporting, or changes in the
jurisdiction’s geopolitical structure,

Data reliability is a high priority of the Program and
noted deviations or arithmetical adjustments are brought
to the attention of the state UCR Program or the
submitting agency through correspondence. A standard
procedure of the FBI is to study the monthly reports and
to evaluate periodic trends prepared for individual
reporting units. Any significant increase or decrease is
made the subject of a special inquiry. When it is found
that changes in crime reporting procedures or annexations
are influencing the level of crime, the figures for specific

= e b e

© A

crime categories, or if necessary, totals are excluded from
trend tabulations.

To assist contributors in complying with UCR
standards, the national Program provides training
seminars and instructional materials in crime reporting
procedures. Throughout the country, liaison with state
Programs and law enforcement personnel is maintained,
and training sessions are held to explain the purpose of the
Pregram, the rules of uniform classification and scoring,
and the methods of assembling the information for
reporting. When an individual agency has specific
problems in compiling its crime statistics and remedial
efforts are unsuccessful, FBI Headquarters’ personnel may
visit the contributor to aid in resolving the difficulties.

The Uniform Crime Reporting Handbook, which details
procedures for classifying and scoring offenses, is supplied
to all contributors as the basic resource document for
preparing reports. Also, since a good records system is
essential for accurate crime reporting, the FBI furnishes
the Manual of Law Enforcement Records, a guide in the
establishment of a sound law enforcement records system.

To enhance communication among Program
participants, the UCR “Newsletter” and State UCR
Program “Bulletin” are utilized to address Program
policy, as well as present information and instructional
material. These communications are produced as needed.

The final responsibility for data submissions rests with
the individual contributing law enforcement agency.
Although the Program makes every effort through its
editing procedures, training practices, and
correspondence to assure the validity of the data it
receives, the statistics’ accuracy depends primarily on the
adherence of each contributor to the established standards
of reporting. Deviations from these established standards
which cannot be resolved by the national UCR Program
may be brought to the attention of the Committee on
Uniform Crime Rerords of the JACP or the Committee
on Uniform Crime Reporting of the NSA.

Reporting Area

The presentation of statistics by reporting area
facilitates analyzing local crime counts in conjunction
with those for areas of similar geographic makeup.
Geographically, the United States is divisible by regions,
divisions, and states. Further breakdowns rely on
population figures and proximity to metropolitan areas,

A Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) is an integrated
economic and social unit with a recognized large
population nucleus. Each has a central city of at least
50,000 population or an urbanized area of at least 50,000
with a total population of at least 100,000. Contiguous
counties which meet specified criteria of metropolitan
character and integration are included. Due to changes in

the geographic compositions of MSAs, no year-to-year
comparisons of data for those areas should be attempted.

“Other cities,” most of which are incorporated, are
those outside MSAs. For crime reporting purposes, rural
counties are those outside the MSAs. As a general rule,
sheriffs, county police, and state police report crimes
committed within the limits of the counties but outside
cities, while local police report crimes committed within
the city limits.

Certain tables within this publication present statistics
relative to “suburban” areas. A suburban area consists of
cities with less than 50,000 inhabitants together with
counties which are within an MSA. In this context, the
core city is, of course, excluded, The concept of suburban
area is especially important in a study of this nature
because of the particular crime conditions which exist in
the communities surrounding the Nation’s largest cities.

During 1983, law enforcement agencies active in the
UCR Program represented approximately 226 million
United States inhabitants, or 97 percent of the total
population as established by the Bureau of the Census.
The coverage amounted to 98 percent of the United States
population living in MSAs, 94 percent of the population in
“other cities,” and 90 percent of the rural population.

Although most law enforcement agencies submit crime
reports to the UCR Program, each tabular presentation in
this publication shows the extent of population coverage
represented by the data included. More detailed
information concerning the geographical entities used in
this publication can be found in Appendix IIIL

Population Data

Bureau of the Census population estimates as of July 1,
1983, were used to compute crime rates for the Nation,
states, geographic rggions, and divisions. Using these
estimates along with 1980 preliminary census counts, the
poputations of individual counties and cities were
extrapolated. The estimated United States population
increase in 1983 was approximately 1 percent over the
1982 estimate.

Offense Estimation

Tables 1 through 4 of this publication contain statistics
for the entire United States. Because not all law
enforcement agencies provide data for complete reporting
periods, estimated crime counts for such agencies are used
in the above-mentioned presentations. Offense estimation
occurs within each of three areas: Metropolitan Statistical
Areas, “other cities,” and rural counties. Using the known
crime experiences of similar areas within a state, the
estimates are computed by assigning the same
proportional crime volumes to nonreporting agencies.

Estimates shown in Tables 2 and 3 have been adjusted
due to a 1983 change in reporting practices for Chicago,
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Illinois. Prior procedures were determined not to be in
accordance with established national UCR standards, and
it was necessary that earlier statistics for Chicago be
adjusted through estimation procedures. Crime Index
figures for that cily were deducted from each year’s
United States total and revised figures were established as
if no reports were received. Those crime volumes were
then reincorporated to establish new national estimates.
Pre-1983 annual totals in this year’s publication may not,
therefore, be consistent with those in previous editions.

Crime Trends

Showing fluctuations from year to year, trend statistics
offer the data user an added perspective from which to
study crime. Percent change tabulations in this publication
are computed only for reporting units which have
provided comparable data for the periods under
consideration. Exclusions from trend computations are
made when figures from a reporting agency are not
received for comparable time frames or when it is
ascertained that unusual fluctuations are due to such
variables as improved records procedures, annexations,
etc.

Care should be exercised in any direct comparisons
between data in this publication and those in prior issues
of Crime in the United States. Valid percent changes for 2,
5, and 10 years are presented in this book’s tabular
portions.

Recent Developments

Early in 1984, a conference on the future of Uniform
Crime Reporting was held in Elkridge, Maryland. The
conference was part of the study of the UCR Program
being funded by the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) and
conducted by an independent research group, Abt
Associates Inc. Conference attendees were given the
opportunity to review work conducted during the first
phase of the study and to discuss potential changes to the
UCR Program that should be considered and evaluated in
its second phase. Representatives of law enforcement
agencies, law enforcement membership organizations, the
research community, state UCR programs, statistical

analysis centers, other criminal justice agencies, the
National Crime Survey Redesign Consortium, the Bureau
of the Census, and the Canadian Centre for Justice
Statistics participated in the conference, as did staff
members from the BJS, the national UCR Program, and
Abt Associates.

The seventh National UCR Conference was held July
9-12, 1984, at the FBI Academy, Quantico, Virginia. The
major topic of discussion was the progress of the UCR
study. At the conference, the staff of Abt Associates
reported findings from the evaluation’s first phase, and
conference attendees offered their views on alternatives
for the future direction of UCR to be developed in phase
two, now underway. To ensure input from interested
groups, the conference attendees included representatives
from 20 large police departments; staff members from the
state UCR Programs; members of the Committee on
Uniform Crime Records of the IACP, the Uniform Crime
Reporting Committee of the NSA, and the Steering
Committee for the UCR evaluation; and staff from the
BJS, Bureau of Social Science Research, and Police
Executive Research Forum.

In recent years, budgetary constraints have caused the
discontinuance of several operational state-level UCR
Programs. Illustrative of the continuing support of the
state Program concept, however, is the addition of two
systems beginning with the 1984 reporting year. The State
of Wisconsin reinstated its Program under the auspices of
the Wisconsin Council on Criminal Justice. Vermont
commenced its first statewide collection effort with the
Vermont Department of Public Safety as the
administering agency. At the present time, one other state
has a Program under development.

Updated versions of the Uniform Crime Reporting
Handbook and the Manual of Law Enforcement Records
are currently being printed. Although the basic concepts
in the publications are unchanged from the previous
editions, some presentations in each book have been
revised to clarify discussions or expand explanations. The
updated issues should be available, upon request of iaw
enforcement agencies, in the late fall of this year.

e T AT

-

i

Ao . 4

S e, <

i
O
%
¥
£
I
O
jAS
3
i

CRIME CLOCK
1983

d one
MURDER
every 27 minutes

one
FORCIBLE RAPE

o one every 7 minutes
VIOLENT CRIME one
every 26 seconds\ ROBBERY
every 63 seconds
one
one AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
CRIME INDEX OFFENSE < N every 43 seconds
every 3 seconds _ one
BURGLARY
every 10 seconds
one one
PROPERTY CRIME § LARCENY-THEFT
L every 3 seconds every 5 seconds

one
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
(.  every 31seconds

The crime clack should be viewed with care. Being the most aggregate representation of UCR data, it is designed to
convey the annual reported crime experience by showingthe relative frequency of occurrence of the Index Offenses.
This mode of display should not be taken to imply a regularity ir the commission of the Part 1 Offenses: rather, it
represents the annual ratio of crime to fixed. time intervals.
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SECTION II
CRIME INDEX OFFENSES REPORTED

MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

DEFINITION

Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, as defined in the Uniform Crime
Reporting Program, is the willful (nonnegligent) killing of one human being by
another.

The classification of this offense, as for all other Crime Index offenses, is based
solely on police investigation as opposed to the determination of a court, medical
examiner, coroner, jury, or other Judicial body. Not included in the count for this
offense classification are deaths caused by negligence, suicide, or accident; justifiable

homicides; and attempts to murder or assaults to murder, wkich are scored as
aggravated assaults.

TREND
Rate per 100,000
Year Number of offenses inhabitants
1982 21,012 9.1
1983 19,308 8.3
Percent change ... -8.1 -8.8

TR TINY

rigosmenn AP T

U SRR

Volume
An estimated 19,308 persons were murdered in the MURDER
United States during 1983. More murder offenses ——NUMBER OF OFFENSES DOWN 10%
occurred in December than in any other month of the ~===RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS DOWN 14%
year. +30
+20
+10
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Geographically, the most populous region, the
Southern States, accounted for 43 percent of the murders.
The North Central and the Western States each reported
20 percent; and the Northeastern States, 17 percent.

Murder by Month, 1979-1983

[Percent of annual total]

Months 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
JANUALY 1evrecrvrsarrvrrarens 8.2 1.8 8.8 8.3 8.4
February . 15 7.3 7.8 7.5 1.6
March ... 8.1 12 84 8.1 8.4
April s vnniimicnirasniees 15 74 19 7.9 8.0
2% &1 8,1 8,0 84 8.8 83
JUNE cvieisineneeenee 1.7 8.5 8.4 8.4 7.6
JU1Y i v oo 8.8 9.5 8.8 8.8 8.9
AUGUSE urs cirsarirarsaerad 8.6 103 8,7 8.8 8.9
September .. - 8.5 8,7 83 8.6 8.7
October.. . 8.9 8.3 8.0 82 8.4
Novembe 8.8 8.1 18 7.5 7.8
December 9.2 8.8 8.6 9.0 9.0

Trend

Nationwide, 8 percent fewer murders were reported in
1983 than in 1982. Decreases in murder were evident in all
population groups, ranging from 13 percent in the
suburban counties to 2 percent in cities with populations
over 1 million and those with populations of 50,000 to
99,999. In the rural counties, murders dropped 10 percent.

All regions registered declines in the number of

murders during 1983. The decreases were 13 percent in
the Southern States; 8 percent in the Northeastern States;
4 percent in the Western States; and 2 percent in the
North Central States.

The accompanying chart reveals a decrease of 10
percent nationally in the murder counts from 1979 to
1983,

The 1983 national murder rate was 8 per 100,000
inhabitants, down 9 percent from the previous year. When
the number of murder victims was related to the
populations on a regional basis, the Southern States
averzged 10 murders per 100,000 people, down 14 percent
from 1982. In the Western States, for which a murder rate
of 8 per 100,000 inhabitants was recorded, the rate
dropped 6 percent. With a2 murder rate of 7 per 100,000,
the Northeastern States’ rate was down 8 percent, while
the North Central States’ murder rate of 6 per 100,000
showed a 2-percent decline.

Collectively, the MSAs reported a murder rate of 9
victims per 100,000 inhabitants; the rural counties
recorded a rate of 6 per 100,000; and cities outside
metropolitan areas registered a murder rate of 5 per
100,000.

Nature

Contributing agencies provided supplemental
information for 18,673 of the estimated 19,308 murders in,
1983. Submitted monthly, the data consist of the age, sex,
race, and ethnic origin of both victims and offenders; the
types of weapons used; the relationships of victims to the
offenders; and the circumstances surrounding the
murders.

According to these statistics, approximately 76 percent
of the murder victims in 1983 were males. Considering
victims for whom race was known, an average of 55 of
every 100 were white, 43 were black, and 2 were persons
of other races. Twenty percent of the victims for whom
ethnicity was reported were Hispanic.

Data based on incidents involving one victim and one
offender show that murders are most likely to be
intraracial. For example, 94 percent of the black murder
victims were slain by black offenders, and 88 percent of
the white murder victims were killed by white offenders.
Likewise, males are most often slain by males (81 percent
in single victim/single offender situations). These same
data show, however, that 9 of every 10 female victims are
murdered by males.
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' As in previous years, firearms were the dominant which weapons were reported, 44 percent were by
i weapons used in the commission of murders throughout  handguns, 7 percent by shotguns, 4 percent by rifles, and 3
! the United States during 1983. Of those murders for percent involved other or unknown types of firearms.

Age, Sex, Race, and Ethnic Origin of Murder Victims, 1983

Sex Race Ethnic Origin

Age Number | Percent!

. . . Non-
Male Female | Unknown White Black Other Unknown | Hispanic Hispanic Unknown

Total ..ccvevrvirivvnn 18,673 14,107 4,548 18 10,254 7,930 403 86 2,856 11,644 4,173
Percent ............ 100.0 75.5 24.4 .1 549 425 22 5 153 62.4 223

Infant (under 1) 220 1.2 111 108 1 124 82 9 5 25 137 58

1104 e .

5to9 .,

. 346 1.9 197 149
e 135 7 75 60
. 192 1.0 121 71

176 164 6
85 46 4

40 218 88

n 90 28
10 to 14 ..

126 65 1 31 109 52

15t0 19 .. 1,435 7.7 1,063 366 748 657 29 1 274 829 332
20 to 24 .. 3,066 164 2,371 695 1,583 1,402 68 13 575 1,821 670
25 to 29 .. 3,164 16.9 2,481 683 1,600 1,483 75 6 530 1,943 691
30 to 34 .. 2,501 13.4 1,969 332 1,275 1,166 55 5 453 1,529 519
3510 39 .. 1,833 9.8 1,435 398 1,017 770 39 7 281 1,159 393
40 to 44 .. 1,330 7.1 1,059 zZn 755 545 29 1 195 844 291
45 to 49 .. 958 5.1 725 233 576 355 26 1 134 628 196
50 to 54 .. 847 4.5 675 172 514 307 101 547 199
55 to 59 .. 687 3.7 515 172 414 263 438 485 154
60 to 64 ., 533 2.9 415 118 321 205 29 n 132
85 to 69 ... 369 2.0 255 114 249 15 24 263 | 82
70 to 74 ... 277 LS 183 94 Vi 187 86 14 206 57
75 and over . 489 2.6 229 260 | .iirirrenrene 357 127 24 358 107
Unknown .......... 291 1.6 222 52 17 147 92 61 106 124

'Because of rounding, percentages may not add to total,
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Victim/Offender Relationship by Sex, Race, and Ethnic Origin, 1983

[Single victim/single offender]

Offender
Total Race Sex Etanic Origin
Victim victims/ n L2
ffend .
otienders White Black . [ Other race Unknown Male Female Unknown Hispanic Hirjs:nic Unknown
Race

WHILE oiicreciesririscennaee 5,851 5,163 592 66 30 5,099 722 30 1,408 3,424 1,019

Black ... 5,210 245 4,919 13 33 4,093 1,084 33 140 3,779 1,291

Other race ..., 214 63 19 131 1 194 19 1 17 158 39

Unknown 27 8 S | reeneenneneernen 14 11 2 14 2 5 20

Sex

Male 8,453 3,948 4,302 i53 50 6,869 1,534 50 1,299 5,401 1,753

Female ... reasnrsiniran sereaassevaen e 2,822 1,523 1,228 57 14 2,517 291 14 266 1,960 596

Unknown 27 8 5 14 11 2 14 2 5 20

Ethnic Origin

Hispanic 1,519 1,317 181 7 14 1,392 113 14 1,240 212 67

Non- Hispanic ..o e ssaseanennans 7,450 3,204 4,041 167 38 6,097 1,315 38 249 1,127 74

Unknown 2,333 958 1,313 36 26 1,908 399 26 78 27 2,228

Totals 11,302 5,479 5,535 210 78 9,397 1,827 78 1,567 7,366 2,369
v . 3 >
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Cutting or stabbing instruments were employed in 22

Murder Victims, Type of Weapon Used, 1979-1983

percent, and other dangerous weapons such as blunt Weapon 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
instruments, poison, explosives, etc., were used in 13 Toml c......... R 20,501 | 21,860 20,053 | 19,485 18,673
percent. Personal weapons (hands, fists, feet, €'C.) 1ou Firearm oo | 13040 13650] 12,523] 11,721 10,895
accounted for the remaining 7 percent. Handgun ... 94591 10012| 9,193 8474 8193
. . . Rifle ... 1,075 1,124 968 1,017 831
Within this section are presentations illustrating the Shotgun ... 1,719 1,636 1,528 1.37; 1.2‘:;
number of murder offenses for which the types of I?i‘ifl'm’f":m o 739, 8;2 7§§ s?s €00
weapons used were reported to the UCR Program. Also Cutting or stabbing . 8 4065 4075
shown is a tabular analysis of murder weapons for the B,':;;“;EZ’;; fotap, 39541 42121 3,886 ’ !
years 1979 through 1983. hammer, €1C) wersiee- 9971 1,094| 1,038 9577 1,062
Personal weaponf (hands,

- fists, feet, etc.)! i 1,165 1,282 1,132 1,298 1,280
Murder, Type of Weapon Used, 1983 Poison ... 13 17 12 19 20
[Percent distribution} Explosives 8 21 16 12 5

- - Fire ..ot - 276 291 258 279 216
Total Kmt}'le U"k"‘;lw" Narcotics 21 12 20 16 17
Resion all Firearms ogu::;ner %;:le:f Persanal Drowning . 64 49 51 52 40
s weapons stree | ous oeea. | Weapons  Strangulation . 402 401 337 159 376
used ments Asphyxiation ... ORI 100 104 150 108 123
pons
Other weapon or weapon
Ot Stated .evvvemseenne . 551 727 630 599 564
Northeastern States ...... 100.0 50.5 26.9 1.5 111
North Central States ..J] 1000 520 217 13.6 5.7 '"Pushed is included in personal weapons.
Southern States. .. ..] 100.0 63.8 19.0 12.1 5.1
Western States 100.0 53.6 23.2 154 7.8
TOtal aercereresnreenrvensnsernns 100.0 583 21.8 13.0 6.9
Murder Victims — Weapons Used, 1983
Weapons
Personal
X Blunt ob- Other
Age Number . Cutting or | weapons .
& Fire- stabbigng Ject (club, (hm}:ds, Poison | Explosives | Fire | Narcotics Strangu- | Asphyxia- | weapon or
arm N hammer, lation tion weapon
instrument fists, feet,
etc.) not stated
etc.,)

Total .oveerrereenes 18,673 | 16,895 4,075 1,062 1,280 20 5 216 17 376 123 604
Infant (under 1) ... 220 10 6 12 110 p 0 . RO 3 3 29 45
o4 346 28 29 26 IE 20 D— . 1 26 10 11 43
5109 .. 135 43 13 10 2 2 | erearrrenrerens 16 GJ 7 16
10 to 14 192 93 43 16 16 6 8 1 8
15 to 19 ... 1,435 891 326 56 67 10 40 7 18
20 to 24 ... 3,066 | 1935 751 114 114 17 61 3 65
2510 29 ... 3,164 | 2,025 746 124 126 19 56 6 57
30 t0 34 ... 2,501 | 1,651 528 103 99 23 27 4 59
35 to 39 ... 1,833 | 1,167 396 86 91 10 32 { osesrmsectrinns 47
40 10 44 .. 1,330 861 277 69 65 10 20 2 22
45 t0 49 ... 958 583 187 69 65 15 16 3 20
50 to 54 ... 847 488 187 62 51 12 16 4 23
55 0 59 ... 687 359 164 79 43 13 7 20
60 to 64 ... 533 265 120 59 kK] 10 16 6 23
65 to 69 ... 369 162 97 48 28 6 9 5 14
70 t0 74 .. 277 100 61 46 36 9 1 3 10
75 and over 489 104 88 68 125 17 25 24 37
Unknown ..eeeeeenees 291 130 56 15 18 7 7 1 57
10
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Circumstance by Relationship, 1983
[Percent distribution]

. Argument Miscellaneous
. Felony Suspected Romantic Other Unable to
Victim Total type felony type triangle g:e;rg::;?; arguments "O"[;.:Lo"y determine
Total' 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Husband 3.9 5 2 5.2 2.8 8.0 3.5 9
Wife 5.5 4 2 8,7 3,0 9.4 7.6 2.4
Mother .8 2 1.5 1.1 9 .6
Father 1.1 .1 4 2.1 LS 3
Daughter ..o 1.2 7 rernereren 2 3 4.6 5
Son 2.0 .5 rverens 2 4 1.6 6.3 8
Brother 1.3 . e 1.0 2.8 2.5 1.3 3
Sister 2 W 2 3 4 .1
Other family ...c.coconmmmireoninisnenons 2.7 1.1 [T 8 39 4.5 35 .8
Acquaintances ... NN 29.1 230 64 51.7 524 38.7 370 9.6
Friend ... 4.1 1.8 N 1.5 14.8 6.4 3.7 14
Boyfriend ..o 1.5 .1 rerseorn 4.6 1.1 3.0 1.1 2
Girlfriend 2.2 3 7.7 2.1 3.7 2.1 1.0
Neighbor 14 15 1.0 2.8 1.9 13 5
Stranger 15.0 38.2 9.1 8.8 9.6 13.0 58
Unknown relationship ... 282 312 23 2.8 6.9 12.3 749
'Because of rounding, percentages may not add to total.
Circamstance by Weapon, 1983
- Argument Miscellaneous
Suspected Romantic Other Unable to
Weapon Total Felony type felony type triangle g‘l{e;r?};’ﬁ;’ arguments nonl-)l":l:ny determine
Total 18,673 3,364 592 482 532 6,374 3418 3,911
Firearm ..o, 10,895 1,806 300 353 340 3910 1,968 2,218
Cutting or
stabbing instrument ...eceeennns 4,075 593 134 89 136 1,785 568 710
Blunt object
(club, hammer, €tc)) ....vien 1,062 317 44 21 27 215 170 208
Personal weapons
(hands, fists, feet, etc.)' ... 1,280 274 22 12 17 285 427 243
Poison .coiveeennee rarsnne oot 20 4 1 3 7
EXPlOSIVES 1ivveririinasisssmseasrens LI | [T 1 1 3
Fire ; 216 132 15 | I IO, 18 32 18
NArCotics vouvevevcreresnmrisaimsssrns 17 7 2 1 2 5
Drowning .uwsaeisecessessseissses 40 3 2 Jenesinonsisaenen 1 5 22 7
Strangulation ..evcemesniien 376 106 22 3 4 42 65 134
AsphyXiation i useecssiisenssns 123 41 4 1 3 4 42 28
Other weapon
or weapon not stated ..., 564 81 46 2 4 48 113 270
IPushed is included in personal wenpons.
It has long been recognized that murder is primarily a  Clearances

societal problem over which law enforcement has little or
no control. Supporting this philosophy is the fact that 57
percent of the murders committed in 1983 were
perpetrated by relatives or persons acquainted with the
victims. Nineteen percent of all killings involved family
relationships, one-half of which involved spouse killing
spouse,

Arguments resulted in 44 percent of all murders, while
18 percent occurred as a result of felonious activities such
as robbery, arson, etc. Another 3 percent were suspected
to be the result of some felonious activity. The table on
the following page shows murder circumstances/motives
for the past 5 years.

Higher than for any other Crime Index offense, the
nationwide murder clearance rate was 76 percent in 1983.
The murder clearance rate reported by city law
enforcement agencies was 75 percent, while agencies in
suburban and rural counties cleared 74 and 83 percent,
respectively. Persons under 18 years of age were involved
in murder less than in any other offense in 1983. They
accounted for 5 percent of the willful killings cleared by
law enforcement nationally as well as in cities and in
suburban and rural counties.

Persons Arrested

From 1982 to 1983, murder arrests decreased 6 percent
in volume. Arrests of persons under age 18 dropped 17
percent, while those of persons aged 18 and over fell 4
percent.

11
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Murder Circumstances/Motives, 1979-1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
TOTAL .o 18,673 | 19,485 | 20,053 | 21,860 20,591
PERCENT' 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
FELONY TOTAL ... 18.0 17.7 17.2 17.7 16.9
Robbery ... 10.6 10.7 104 10.8 10.5
Narcotics .. 2.0 1.8 1.8 L7 1.9
Sex offenses 1.6 14 14 1.5 1.6
Arson ... .8 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.0
Other felony ....... presrineaes kR 2.7 2.5 25 1.9
SUSPECTED FELONY . 32 52 5.5 6.7 53
ARGUMENT TOTAL ... 43.7 40.9 42.2 44.6 429
Romantic triangle ... 2.6 24 2.5 23 24
Influence of alcohol
and/or narcotics? 4.1 4.0 4.1 4.8 4,5
Property or money 2.8 3.2 3.0 2.6 3.0
Other arguments .......... 34.1 313 325 350 330
OTHER MOTIVES OR
CIRCUMSTANCES ..... 14.2 16.7 17.1 15.9 17.2
UNKNOWN MOTIVES . 209 19.6 17.8 15.1 17.7

'Because of rounding, percentages may not add to totals.

2Murders committed during arguments while under influence of narcotics

12

are not counted in felony murders,

Of all persons arrested for murder in 1983, 41 percent
were under 25 years of age, with 7 percent of the total
being 17 or younger. The 18- to 24-year age group
showed the greatest involvement in this offense,
accounting for 34 percent of the total 1983 murder arrests.

Blacks comprised 50 percent of the total arrestees for
murder in 1983, Whites made up 49 percent, and the
remainder were of other races. Twenty-two percent of the
juvenile arrestees, 15 percent of the adult arrestees, and 16
percent of the total arrestees were of Hispanic ethnicity;

FORCIBLE RAPE

Fgrcible rape, as defined in the Program,
forcibly and against her will. Assaults or atte
of force are also included; however,

offenses are excluded.

DEFINITION

is the carnal knowledge of a female
mpts to commit rape by force or threat
statutory rape (without force) and other sex

Year
1982

1983

Abesirinnnstaine

Percent change

TREND

N umber of offenses

78,898
78,918

Rate per 100,000
inhabitants
34.1
33.7
-1.2
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Volume

Numbering an estimated 78,918, forcible rapes reported
to law enforcement agencies accounted for 6 percent of
the volume of violent crimes and 1 percent of the total
Crime Index. Geographically, the South, the region with
the largest population, recorded 35 percent of the 1983

decline in the Southern States. The number of forcible
rapes reported in 1983 in the Northeast rose 2 percent,
while in the West, the volume dropped 1 percent from
1982.

forcible rape volume. The Western States accounted for
26 percent; the North Central States, 23 percent; and the FORCIBLE RAPE
Northeastern States, 16 percent. CIBLE RA
memmen NUMBER OF OFFENSES UP 3%
+50 ====RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS DOWN 3%
+40
+30
- [ FORCIBLE RAPE BY MONTH — +20
Varlation From Annual Average / \ +10
_A__v;;%’ // \\ 0 jruereewe®==" T TR e ol ST ————
- -10
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Rate

As in previous years, more forcible rapes occurred in
the summer months than during any other time of the
year. August recorded the highest volume, while the
lowest was registered in February.

Forcible Rape by Month, 1979-1983

[Percent of annual total]

Months 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
JANUALY ovrcrisreecsnciserinesancnssie 6.5 74 72 71 73
February ... 6.1 6.6 7.2 7.2 6.9
March s 1 14 79 8.0 7.6
April 1.5 1.7 8.0 8.0 19
May 8.3 8.7 8.6 9.0 8.5
June 9.0 9.3 0.5 9.3 8.8
July 9.6 10.5 10.1 10.2 9.9
August 9.8 10.5 9.7 10.0 104
September 9.8 9.4 8.7 8.6 9,1
October. 9.4 8.1 83 8.3 8.7
Novemb 8.6 1.5 7.6 12 7.7
December.. 7.8 6.8 7.2 72 71
Trend

The volume of forcible rapes reported to law
enforcement agencies nationwide showed no change from
the 1982 experience. Comparisons for 5- and - 10-year
periods show 1983 national forcible rape figures up 3
percent above the 1979 level and 42 percent above the
1974 volume.

Collectively, city law enforcement agencies and those
in rural counties recorded increases of 1 and 3 percent,
respectively, in their forcible rape volumes in 1983, while
suburban area agencies registered a drop of 3 percent. By
population grouping, cities with less than 10,000
inhabitants reported the greatest increase, 5 percent.

Trends for the geographic regions ranged from an 8-
percent increase in the North Central States to a 5-percent

14

By Uniform Crime Reporting definition, the victims of
forcible rape are always female, and in 1983, an estimated
66 of every 100,000 females in the country were reported
rape victims. The rate was 2 percent higher than in 1982,
but 1 percent lower than in 1979.

The 1983 female forcible rape rate was 76 victims per
100,000 females in the MSAs, 41 per 100,000 females in
cities outside metropolitan areas, and 29 per 100,000
females in rural counties.

On a regional basis, 86 per 100,000 females in the West
were forcible rape victims. In the Southern States, the
female forcible rape rate was 67; in the North Central
States, 60; and in the Northeastern States, 51.

Nature

During 1983, 77 percent of all offenses reported in this
category were rapes by force. Attempts or assaults to
commit forcible rape comprised the remainder. Forcible
rape, a violent crime against the person, is still recognized
as one of the most underreported of all Index crimes.
Victims’ fear of their assailants and their embarrassment
over the incidents are just two factors which can affect
their decisions to contact law enforcement.

Clearances

Fifty-two percent of the known forcible rapes in the
Nation were cleared by arrest or exceptional means in 1983,
Law enforcement agencies in the rural counties recorded a
63-percent clearance rate; those in the suburban areas, a 54-
percent clearance rate; and city agencies, a 5S1-percent rate.
Of the total clearances for forcible rape in the Nation as a
whole, 9 percent involved only persons under the age of 18,
While the Nation’s cities also recorded 9 percent involving
that age group, the suburban areas reported 10 percent and
the rural counties, 8 percent.

Persons Arrested

The number of forcible rape arrests in 1983 increased 1
percent over the 1982 experience., Arrests for this offense
showed an increase of 2 percent in the Nation’s cities and
1 percent in the suburban counties, while the rural
counties decreased 1 percent.

From 1979 to 1983, arrests for this offense increased 3
percent in number. Arrests of persons under 18 years of

age decreased 4 percent for the 5-year period, while adult
arrests rose 5 percent.

Fifty percent of the forcible rape arrests in 1983 were of
persons under the age of 25, with 25 percent of the
arrestees in the 18- to 22-year age group. Fifty percent of
those arrested were white, 49 percent were black, and all
other races comprised the remainder. Ten percent of the
forcible rape arrestees in 1983 were Hispanic.
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ROBBERY

DEFINITION

Robbery is the taking or attempting to take anything of value from the care,

custody, or control of a person or persons by force or threat of force or violence

and/or by putting the victim in fear.

TREND
Rate per 100,000
Year Number of offenses inhabitants
1982 546,204 235.9
1983 500,221 213.8
Percent change ... -84 -94
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Volume

An estimated 500,221 robberies, comprising 4 percent of
all Index crimes and 40 percent of the violent crimes,
were reported in 1983. The highest robbery counts were
recorded in January, while the lowest occurred in May
and June.

cities and rural counties. A decline of 9 percent was
recorded by the suburban counties. In the regions,
robbery offenses decreased 10 percent in the Northeastern
States, 9 percent in the Southern States, 8 percent in the
Western States, and 6 percent in the North Central States.

The accompanying chart -depicts the trend in the
volume of robbery, as well as the robbery rate, for the
years 1979-1983. In 1983, the number of robbery offenses
was 5 percent higher than in 1979 and 13 percent above

* ™ "ROBBERY BY MONTH the 1974 total.
i \Vnrlntlnn From Annual Average
+ o
N o —
A_\fﬁﬁ ~—~— /
': ROBBERY
AN, . MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC. ~—— NUMBER OF OFFENSES UP 5%
v, _FS. M " + 5o |__"""" RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS DOWN 1%
+40
+ 30
. ; . +20 e el
Regionally, the Northeastern States experienced the o P "~~::\.\
highest proportion of robberies, 31 percent of the total. ) — : M~
The Southern States reported 27 percent; the Western 0
States, 22 percent; and the North Central States, 20 1979 1980 1981 1982 1883
percent.
Robbery by Month, 197$-1983
Rate

[Percent of annual total]

Months 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
JANUALY «rovvenseesessssoeessessarsens 8.8 8.0 9.0 9.1 9.5
February ... 7.9 7.2 8.1 82 8.1
March e 8.3 1.3 8,0 8.0 8.3
April 7.3 70 7.3 1.5 7.6
May 12 18 1.5 7.5 14
June 13 1.9 77 13 14
July 8,0 8.7 8.3 8.4 79
AUBUSt wrernesersensassinensrosssrareses 8.6 9.5 8.7 8.5 8.6
September .. 8.4 8.8 8.2 8.3 84
October...... 94 8.9 8.8 8.5 8.8
November .. 9.2 9.0 8.6 8.4 8.8
December.cuiiirinnaninesrons 9.7 10,1 9.6 9.8 9.2
Trend

Compared to the 1982 total, the number of robberies in
1983 decreased 8 percent overall, as well as in the Nation's

Nationally in 1983, the robbery rate was 214 per
100,000 inhabitants, down 9 percent from the 1982 rate.
With 713 robberies per 100,000 people, the highest rate
was experienced in cities with populations over 250,000.
MSAs recorded a rate of 273 robberies per 100,000
inhabitants, and in cities outside metropolitan areas, the
rate was 49. The lowest incidence was in the rural areas
where the rate was 17 per 100,000 people.

Robbery occurred most frequently in the Northeastern
States where the rate was 314 per 100,000 inhabitants. The
rate per 100,000 inhabitants for the Western States was
241; for the Southern States, 171; and for the North
Central States, 166.
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Robbery, Percent Distribution, 1983

The value of property stolen due to robberies in 1983  [By region]
was an estimated $323 million, with an average loss per
incident of $645. The impact of this violent crime on its rotal | miorth- ) North | Southern | Western
victims cannot be measured in terms of monetary loss States | States | States | States
alone. While the object of a robbery is to obtain money or
. . Total' oiniimieirne 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0
property, the crime always involves force or threat of
force, and many victims suffer serious personal injury.  Street/Highway ... 54.2 62.7 58.7 417 437
. - . Commercial house ... 1.1 9.0 8.7 12.7 154
Robberies on streets or highways accounted for more  Gas or service station .... 3.1 2.1 32 39 3.8
than half of the offenses in this category. The average gg;;z:fe"“ SIOTE wvcssns lf‘f ,;‘g ,g'g }g‘z ]g'g
dollar loss for this type of robbery was $397. Although Bank ... . 1.3 N 8 11 35
accounting for Only 1 percent of all robberies, those of Miscellaneous ...... raasisssns 13,1 11,1 13.8 13.3 155
!Dan.lés reglstered the hlgheSt average IOSS, $4’057 per 'Because of rounding, percentages may not add to totals.
incident.
Robbery, Percent Distribution, 1983
[By population group]
Group I (55 G I (115 G I 2 G vV (6 County
cities 250,000 Group II (11 iroup (297 sroup IV (625 | Group V (1,574 ) Group VI (6,339 amencies
and ovér‘ cities 100,000 to | cities 50,000 to cities 25,000 to cities 10,000 to cities under 3 98§ e
population 249,999; popula- | 99,999; popula- | 49,999; popula- | 24,799; popula- | 10,000; popula- ¢ 'poptﬁﬁz’i‘g]‘“*
38,526,000) tion 16,843,000) | tion 20,271,000) thn 21,535,000) | tion 24,685,000) | tion 22,741,000) 69,654,000)
b7 L 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Street/Highway 60.1 55.7 50.4 458 38.2 29.8 347
Commercial house . 9.3 13.8 14.0 13.8 14.2 15.0 13.6
Gas or service station .......... 1.9 3.5 42 52 6.9 6.8 59
Conv e store 3.7 59 8.0 9.3 12.3 134 11,2
RESIAENCE svvveeraneressssusensasansssen 11.5 10.4 9.4 100 11.3 134 137
Bank 8 17 22 2.5 2.4 2.3 2.2
MisCellaneous ....ceusmsssssveseeren 127 9.0 1.8 134 14,7 19.1 18.8
Because of rounding, percentages may not add to totals,
Firearms were the weapons used in the commission of Robbery, Type of Weapon Used, 1983
37 percent of all robberies during 1983. Forty percent
. . P, t distributi
were committed through the use of strong-arm tactics; 14 [Percent distribution)
percent with knives or cutting instruments; and 9 percent Armed
with other weapons. Total Knife or
Region all 1} Fire- other Other ?:f,'éﬁ'
. . cuttin
Bank robberies were up 18 percent in volume for the 5- VeS| arms | {lrue | Wweapons
year period, 1979 versus 1983. During the same timespan, men's
robberies of gas and service stations fell 33 percent; those  Northeastern States ...... 100.0 30.6 17.1 10.5 417
of convenience stores dropped 7 percent; and those of ?:Sl‘l‘cr?g';‘cssm‘es }%’8 3:; }}; ‘%; gg-;
other commercial establishments declined 5 percent. Upin  Western States ... 100.0 37.2 133 8.5 410
n T were street r i i i ;
umber were street robberies (39 percent) and residential L — 1000 | 367 13.6 9.5 403

robberies (19 percent).
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Clearances

Twenty-six percent of the robbery offenses reported to
law enforcement were cleared during 1983. Rural law
enforcement agencies registered the highest robbery
clearance rate, 44 percent. Agencies in suburban areas
cleared 29 percent and those in cities, 25 percent. Persons
under the age of 18 were the offenders in 12 percent of all
1983 robbery clearances. This age group accounted for 15
percent of the suburban area clearances, 12 percent of
those in the cities, and 7 percent of the rural county
clearances.

Persons Arrested

Law enforcement agencies made 5 percent fewer
robbery arrests in 1983 than in 1982. The number of
persons arrested was down 6 percent in the cities and 4

AR X e

percent in the suburban counties but declined less than 1
percent in the rural counties.

During 1983, 68 percent of the persons arrested for
robbery were under 25 years of age, 48 percent were
under 21, and 26 percent were under 18. Ninety-three
percent of the arrestees were male.

From the standpoint of race, 63 percent of those
arrested were black, 36 percent were white, and the
remainder were of other races. Twelve percent of the
robbery arrestees were Hispanic.

When compared with the 1979 total, robbery arrests
showed a 2-percent increase in 1983. Although adult
arrests were up 9 percent during this period, those of
persons under 18 decreased 14 percent.
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AGGRAVATED ASSAULT

DEFINITION

! : Aggravated assault is an unlawful attack by one person upon another for the
’ purpose of inflicting severe or aggravated bodily injury. This type of assault is
usually accompanied by the use of a weapon or by means likely to produce death or
great bodily harm. Attempts are included since it is not necessary that an injury
: result when a gun, knife, or other weapon is used which could and probably would
& result in serious personal injury if the crime were successfully completed.

i TREND
Rate per 100,000
Year Number of offenses inhabitants
1982 655,383 283.1
1983 639,532 273.3
Percent change ...t -2.4 -3.4
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Accounting for 5 percent of the Crime Index total and
52 percent of the violent crime total, aggravated assaults
numbered an estimated 639,532 nationally in 1983. The
Southern States, the most populous region, reported 38
percent of all aggravated assaults, followed by the
Western States with 23 percent; the North Central States
with 20 percent; and the Northeastern States with 19
percent.

Similar to the national experience, city law enforcement
agencies recorded a 2-percent drop in their aggravated
assault counts from 1982 to 1983. Those in suburban and
rural counties experienced 3- and S-percent decreases,
respectively.

The 5-year trend, 1983 over 1979, showed an increase
of 4 percent in the aggravated assault volume.

In 1983, as in previous years, the highest volume of
aggravated assaults occurred in the summer months.

Aggravated Assault by Month, 1979-1983

[Percent of annual total]

Months 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
RETLE OO 70 6.9 74 73 11
February . 6.7 6.6 7.1 741 71
March vveevemeniennsyersieesnenreen 8.1 7.6 8.0 8.1 19
April 7.9 7.7 8.2 83 8.1
May 8.5 8.9 8.7 9.0 8.9
June 8.9 9.6 9.1 9.2 8.9
July 94 10.3 9.4 9.7 9.8
AUGUSE coeeeerverervernrinsinrsessenens 9.1 104 9.4 9.0 9.7
September . 9.2 89 8.6 87 8.9
October......... 9.2 8.0 8.5 8.5 8.5
November .,.. " 8.1 17 1.3 1.4 74
December......ivvivieeviirerionennns 1.9 1.4 7.9 7.1 73
Trend

In 1983, aggravated assault decreased 2 percent in
volume as compared to 1982. For the 2-year period, the
trend in the geographic regions showed a decrease of 4
percent in the Southern States, a 3-percent decline in the
Northeastern States, a l-percent drop in the North
Central States, and a decrease of less than 1 percent in the
Western States.
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Rate

On the average, 273 victims of aggravated assault were
reported per 100,000 United States inhabitants during
1983. In MSAs, the aggravated assault rate was 306 per
100,000 inhabitants; in cities outside metropolitan areas, it
was 240; and in rural counties, it was 124 per 100,000
inhabitants.

Nationwide, the rate for aggravated assault decreased 3
percent from 1982 and was down 2 percent from 1979.

Nature

In 1983, 29 percent of the aggravated assaults were
committed with blunt objects or other dangerous
weapons; 26 percent with personal weapons such as
hands, fists, and feet; 24 percent with knives or other
cutting instruments; and 21 percent with firearms.

A comparison of 1979 and 1983 revealed that
aggravated assaults committed with firearms declined 4
percent in number. During the same 5-year period,
assaults by knives or other cutting instruments increased

'11 percent, those with personal weapons rose 10 percent,

and those where blunt objects or other dangerous
weapons were used showed no change.

The following table shows the 1983 regional experience
of aggravated ‘assault by type of weapon used.

N

Aggravated Assault, Type of Weapon Used, 1983

[Percent distribution)

Totl Knife or | Other

ota . th s

Region all Fire- c?ntiil;; wf:l;ﬁgns' Personal

weapons! | ArmSs instru- poiso;l, weapons
ments ete,

Northeastern States ...... 100.0 14.1 25.0 29.5

North Central States ... 100.0 22.2 24.4 30:8 g;;

Southern States ............ 100.0 249 253 274 22:4

Western States ............ 100.0 204 20.6 30.0 29.0
Total rierrrinreens o] 1000 21.2 239 29.1 25.8

'Because of rounding, percentages may not add to totals,
Clearances

Law enforcement agencies throughout the Nation
cleared an average of 61 per 100 reported cases of

aggravated assault during 1983. The rural counties
recorded the highest clearance rate, 70 percent.

Ni.ne percent of the clearances reported nationally and
by city and suburban county agencies were of offenses in

448-194 0 - 84 ~ 2

which only persons under age 18 were identified as the
assailants. Persons under 18 years of age accounted for 5
percent of the rural county aggravated assault clearances.
Persons Arrested

The estimated number of persons arrested for
aggravated assault in 1983 was 298,830. Total arrests for
this offense were down 3 percent from the 1982 total.
Arrests of males declined 4 percent, while female arrests
increased 1 percent for the same 2-year period.

During the 5-year period, 1979-1983, total arrests for
aggravated assault increased 4 percent. Arrests of persons
18 years of age and over rose 7 percent, while the number
of arrests of persons under age 18 decreased 13 percent.

In 1983, arrests of males for this offense outnumbered
those of females by 6 to 1. Whites comprised 59 percent of
the arrestees for aggravated assault; blacks, 39 percent;
and all other races, the remainder. Eighty-eight percent of
the arrestees were non-Hispanic. Persons arrested for this

offense in 1983 comprised 59 percent of all arrestees for
violent crimes.
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BURGLARY

DEFINITION

The Uniform Crime Reporting Program defines burglary as the unlfiwful entr.yr :cfl‘
a structure to commit a felony or theft. The use Qf force to gain entry is ndof rteqr}l‘ red
to classify an offense as burglary. Burglary in this Program 1s categorlz.e mecc)] e
subclassifications: forcible entry, unlawful entry where no force is used,

attempted forcible entry.

TREND
Rate per 100,000
Year Number of offenses inhabitants
3,437,206 1,484.5
82 .. 243/
{7383 ....... 3,120,842 1,333.8
-9.2 -10.2

4
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Volume

Estimated at over 3.1 million offenses in 1983,
burglaries accounted for 26 percent of the Crime Index
total and 29 percent of all property crime. The Southern
States, the most populous region, recorded 34 percent of
all reported burglaries. The Western States accounted for
25 percent, the North Central States for 22 percent, and
the Northeastern States for 19 percent.

A st S B re e N
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and the rural counties showed a rate of 656 per 100,000
inhabitants.

BURGLARY

~———NUMBER OF OFFENSES DOWN 6%
~===RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS DOWN 12%

AVERAGE N
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Burglary by Month, 1979-1983
[Percent of annual total]

Months 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983

January ... 8.2 8.0 8.8 8.4 9.1

February 3 72 8.2 7.7 7.8

March ....... “ 3.2 7.9 8.6 34 8.5

April 1.8 1.6 79 79 19

May 8.0 8.1 19 7.9 8.1

June, 78 8.1 8.0 8.3 7.8

July v 8.8 9.0 8.6 8.8 8.5

AUBUSE cccreiimrarnaenesnrnsansarasnnes 8.9 9.2 8.7 8.8 9.0

September 84 8.6 82 8.3 84

. October.... 8.9 8.6 8.3 83 8.5
November 8.6 8.4 8.1 8.3 83
by December...... 9.0 93 8.5 8.9 8.1

Trend

Nationwide trends showed the burglary volume
decreasing 9 percent in 1983 from the 1982 total. City and
suburban burglary counts dropped 9 percent, while the
rural counties recorded an 8-percent decline. Five-year
trends showed the 1983 total volume 6 percent lower than
’ in 1979.

Geographically, all regions recorded significant
’ : declines in 1983 as compared to the 1982 level. Burglary
decreased 13 percent in the Northeastern Region, 9
percent in both the Southern and North Central Regions,
and 7 percent in the Western Region.

Rate

The 1983 burglary rate (1,334 per 100,000 inhabitants)
was 10 percent below the 1982 rate and down 12 percent
. from the 1979 experience. In the MSAs, a rate of 1,501 for
every 100,000 in population was reported. The cities
outside metropolitan areas had a rate of 1,039 per 100,000,

+30

Burglary occurred most frequently in January of 1983. +20
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Down in all geographic regions, the burglary rate was
1,677 in the Western States, 1,345 in the Southern States,
1,187 in the Northeastern States, and 1,174 in the North
Central States. The rate decreases were 13 percent in the
Northeastern Region, 11 percent in the Southern Region,
and 9 percent in both the North Central and Western
R.gions.

Nature

Accounting for 66 percent of the reported burglaries
during 1983, residential ‘burglaries decreased 8 percent,
1983 versus 1982. Nonresidential offenses accounted for
the remaining 34 percent and were down 11 percent for
the same 2-year period.

Daytime residential burglaries dropped 10 percent in
volume, while those committed during the night declined
7 percent. The number of nonresidential burglaries
recorded during the day fell 10 percent, and at night, 12
percent.

Seventy-one percent of the burglaries in 1983 involved
forcible entry, 20 percent were unlawful entries (without
force), and the remainder were forcible entry attempts.

Burglary victims suffered losses estimated at $2.7 billion
in 1983, and the average dollar loss per burglary was $860.
The average loss for residential offenses was $893, while
for nonresidential property, it was $794.

Clearances

The 1983 national burglary clearance rate was 15
percent.

Law enforcement agencies in rural counties cleared 18
percent of the burglaries brought to their attention. Those
in the suburban areas recorded a clearance rate of 16
percent, and agencies in cities obtained clearances in 14
percent of these crimes.

Adults were involved in 77 percent of all burglary
offenses cleared, and only young people under 18 years of

25
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age were offenders in the remaining 23 percent. Simiiar to
the national experience, persons under age 18 accounted
for 23 percent of the burglary clearances in cities. The
highest degree of juvenile involvement in burglary was
recorded in the Nation’s smallest cities (under 10,000
population) where young persons under 18 years of age
comprised 30 percent of the clearances.

In suburban areas, those in this younger age group
accounted for 26 percent of the burglary clearances, while
in the rural counties, they comprised 22 percent.

Persons Arrested

A s et S ol e A
TR R o i

In the UCR Program, several persons may be arrested
in connection with the clearance of one crime, or the
arrest of one individual may clear numerous offenses. The

26

latter is often true in cases of burglary. A comparison of
arrest figures for 1982 and 1983 shows a 9-percent
decrease in total burglary arrests. Arrests of persons under
18 years of age dropped 13 percent, while adult arrests
were down 7 percent. In 1983, burglary arrests dropped
10 percent in the suburban areas, 10 percent in the
Nation’s cities, and 6 percent in the rural counties.

During 1983, 75 percent of the burglary arrestees were
under the age of 25, and 38 percent were younger than 18.
An average of 7 of each 100 persons arrested for this
crime during 1983 were female. Of the total burglary
arrestees, whites accounted for 67 percent, blacks for 31
percent, and other races for the remainder. Eighty-seven
percent of the persons arrested for burglary were non-
Hispanic.

i )

RESIDENCE

BURGLARY
DAYTIME

RESIDENCE
BURGLARY + 15%
NIGHTTIME
1979 - 1383

0P 25 +50% | 1979-1%83

DOWN 1%

+ 25%

1978 1980 1981 1982 1983 1979 1980 1901 1982 1963

+100%

NONRESIDENCE

BURGLARY .= | NONRESIDENCE

BURGLARY
DAYTIME

NIGHTTIME
1979 - 1983

‘ 1979 - 1983
DOWN 11% - S0%

UP 1%

+ 5%

‘ A~ 5%
979 1980 1961 1962 1383 1379 1980 1981 1582 1383
BURGLARIES OF UNKNOWN TIME OF OCCURRENCE ARE NOT INCLUDED.
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LARCENY-THEFT

DEFINITION

Larceny-theft is the unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away of property

from the possession or constructive possession of anot

her. It includes crimes such as

shoplifting, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, thefts from motor vehicles, thefts of

motor vehiclc parts and accessories, bicycle thefts, etc.

, in which no use of force,

violence, or fraud occurs. In the Uniform Crime Reporting Program, this crime

’
category does not include embezzlement, “‘con” games,

forgery, and worthless

checks. Motor vehicle theft is also excluded from this category inasmuch as it is a

separate Crime Index offense.

TREND
Year Number of offenses
1982 . 7,136,361
1983 6,707,020
Percent change ... -6.0

Rate per 100,000
inhabitants
3,082.2
2,866.5
~-7.0
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Volume

Comprising 56 percent of the Crime Index total and 62
percent of all property crimes in 1983, larceny-thefts
numbered over 6.7 million offenses. This high-volume
crime occurred most frequently in August and least often
during February.

* ™ [ ZARCENY-THEFT BY MONTH

:m Variation From Annual Average g
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The highest number of larceny-thefts was reported by
the Southern States, the most populous regics, with 33
percent of the total. The Western States recorded 25
percent; the North Central States, 24 percent; and the
Northeastern States, 18 percent.

Larceny-Theft by Month, 1979-1983

[Percent of annual totai}

Months 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
January ... 6.9 13 7.6 7.1 8.1
February . 6,7 6.9 74 71 74
March ..... 8.1 7.8 8.3 8.0 84
April 8.0 8.1 8.1 7.9 8.1
May 84 3.6 8.2 8.3 84
June 8.8 9.0 8.6 89 8.5
July 9.4 9.4 9.1 9.2 8.9
AUBUSE cevvvirissnorsisrmssssasessesnines 9.5 9.6 9.3 9.4 9.4
September 8.5 8.6 84 3.6 8.4
OCtober . i cnsiosiseessorisrersas 9.1 8.6 8.7 8.7 8.6
November,.. 83 7.9 8.1 8.2 8.0
December. i 84 83 82 8.5 1.7
Trend

Nationally, the 1983 larceny-theft volume dropped 6
percent from the 1982 experience, Collectively, the cities,
like the Nation as a whole, recorded a 6-percent decrease,
For both the suburban and rural counties, decreases of 7
percent were registered,

Geographically, larceny declined 7 percent in the
Northeastern Region and 6 percent each in the North
Central, Southern, and Western Regions.

The change in the larceny-theft volume, 1983 versus
1979, shows a 2-percent increase over the 5-year period.
From 1974, larceny-theft rose 27 percent nationwide.

LARCENY-THEFT
——— NUMBER OF OFFENSES UP 2%
so ==rv= RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS DOWN 4%
+
+40
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In 1983, the larceny-theft rate was 2,866 per 100,000
inhabitants nationwide, a decrease of 7 percent from the
previous year’s rate. The rate was 4 percent lower than in
1979 but 15 percent higher than in 1974.

Collectively, the MSAs recorded a larceny-theft rate of
3,200 per 100,000 inhabitants. In cities outside
metropolitan areas, the rate was 3,085; and in the rural
counties, it was 964. By geographic region, the larceny-
theft rate ranged from 3,576 per 100,000 population in the
Western States to 2,480 per 100,000 inhabitants in the
Northeastern States. The rate in the North Central States
was 2,785 per 100,000 population, and in the Southern
States, it was 2,757 per 100,000. Rates in all regions
dropped in 1983 from the 1982 level. The North Central
States’ rate was down 6 percent, while those in all other
regions declined 7 percent.

Nature

The average value of property stolen during larceny-
thefts in 1983 was $348 per incident. When the average
value was applied to the estimated number of larceny-
thefts, the loss to victims nationally was $2.3 billion for
the year, This estimated dollar loss is considered
conservative since other studies have indicated that many
offenses in the larceny category, particularly if the value
of the stolen goods is small, never come to law
enforcement attention.

The average value of goods and property reported
stolen as a result of pocket-picking in 1983 was $218; by
purse-snatching, $178; and by shoplifting, $72.
Miscellaneous thefts from buildings and thefts from motor
vehicles averaged $510 and $381, respectively, and thefts
of motor vehicle accessories resulted in average losses of
$238 per offense. The average value loss for bicycle theft
was $152 per incident and for thefts from coin-operated
machines, $133.
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Larceny Analysis by Region, 1983

[Percent distribution]

North- North
Total' | eastern | Ceniral S%‘:;?;m “éf:gn
States States
Total'voeererrecreenenens 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Pocket-picking ........cccervenns 1.2 3.8 g ) g
Purse-snatching .. 1.4 24 1.4 1.2 9
Shoplifting ......ecrrverieinrene 12.8 10.5 115 12.5 16.6
From motor vehicles
(except accessories) ....... 18.7 19.1 15.7 18.3 22.1
Motor vehicle
ACCESSOTIES. e crrerarrensersons 19.2 19.6 18.9 21.2 16.1
Bicycles.....couu.... 8.4 8.4 9.0 7.3 9.6
From buildings 159 19.5 18.3 13.7 13.8
From coin-operated
machines .....cocecrercrenc.. 9 6 N L1 9
All others ...... 2L5 16.1 23.7 24,3 19.5

'Because of rounding, percentages may not add to totals.

Thefts of motor vehicle parts, accessories, and contents
accounted for 38 percent of the larceny-theft volume in
1983. Other major types of thefts which contributed to the
large number of these crimes were those from buildings,
16 percent; shoplifting, 13 percent; and bicycles, 8
percent. The remainder were distributed among pocket-
picking, purse-snatching, thefts from coin-operated
machines, and miscellaneous types of larceny-thefts. The
accompanying table presents the distribution of larceny-

theft by type and geographic region.

Clearances

Nationwide in 1983, 19 percent of all reported larceny-
thefts were cleared. The Nation’s city and suburban law
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enforcement agencies each cleared 20 percent of the
larceny-thefts brought to their attention, while those in
rural counties cleared 17 percent. Twenty-four percent of
the national clearances for larceny-theft involved persons
under 18 years of age exclusively. Twenty-six percent of
the clearances in suburban areas, 25 percent of those in
cities, and 16 percent of those in rural counties were
accounted for by persons of this young age group.

Persons Arrested

Between 1982 and 1983, total larceny-theft arrests
declined 4 percent, as did arrests of both males and
females. Adult arrests also dropped 4 percent, while
arrests of persons under 18 declined 5 percent. For the 5-
year period, 1979-1983, the number of persons arrested for
this offense showed a 9-percent increase. Although
juvenile arrests were down 13 percent, those of adults
were up 23 percent.

The larceny-theft category not only comprised the
largest portion of the total Crime Index offenses reported,
it also accounted for 54 percent of the total arrests for
Index crimes in 1983. Forty-eight percent of these arrests
were of persons under 21 years of age, and 32 percent of
the arrestees were under 18, Females, who were arrested
for this offense more often than for any other in 1983,
comprised 30 percent of all larceny-theft arrestees.

Whites accounted for 65 percent of the total larceny-
theft arrests and blacks for 33 percent. All other races
made up the remainder. Ninety percent of the arrestees
were persons of non-Hispanic ethnicity.
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LARCENY-THEFT

LARCENY ANALYSIS
1983

—+————PURSE - SNATCHING 1%
: POCKET - PICKING 1%

COIN MACHINES 1%

~e—————SHOPLIFTING 13%

—e—————BICYCLES 8%

—<—————FROM MOTOR VEHICLES 19%

FROM BUILDINGS 16%

—e—————MOTOR VEHICLE ACCESSORIES 19%
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MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

DEFINITION

In Uniform Crime Reporting, motor vehicle theft is defined as the theft or
attempted theft of a motor vehicle. This definition excludes the taking of a motor
vehicle for temporary use by those persons having lawful access.

TREND
Rate per 100,000
Year Number of offenses inhabitants
1982 1,058,610 457.2
1983 ‘ 1,004,372 429.3
Percent change ... -5.1 -6.1
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Volume

Thefts of motor vehicles in the United States numbered
an estimated 1,004,372 in 1983. These offenses comprised
8 percent of all Index crimes and 9 percent of all property
crimes. By region, 28 percent of the total volume of motor
vehicle thefts was reported by the Northeastern States in
1983. The Southern States accounted for 26 percent, the
North Central States for 23 percent, and the Western
States for 22 percent.

1979 volume. However, the thefts of motor vehicles
increased 3 percent over the 10-year period, 1974-1983.

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

——— NUMBER OF OFFENSES DOWN 9%

----- RATE PER 100,000 INHABITANTS DOWN 15%
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Monthly volume figures show that the greatest number
of motor vehicle thefts was recorded in August, while the
lowest volume occurred in February.

Motor Vehicle Theft by Month, 1979-1983

[Percent of annual total]

Months 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
13 8.0 8.2 1.9 8.3
7.2 14 17 7.5 7.5
8.2 82 8.2 8.2 8.4
8.0 8.0 79 8.0 8.0
8.1 8.4 82 8.2 8.1
82 8.5 8.3 8.6 8.0
8.9 9.2 8.8 8.9 8.5
9.1 9.5 9.1 9.1 9.1
8.7 3.6 8.4 8.5 8.5
9.2 8.5 9.0 8.6 8.7
8.5 78 8.2 8.1 84
84 79 8.0 83 8.5

Trend

When comparing 1983 to 1982, the number of motor
vehicle thefts decreased 5 percent nationwide. In the
suburban counties, this offense also dropped 5 percent.
The Nation’s cities recorded a 6-percent decline, and the
rural counties registered a 7-percent drop.

All regions experienced declines in the number of
motor vehicle thefts reported in 1983. The volume
dropped 8 percent in the Northeastern States, 6 percent in
the Southern States, 3 percent in the Western States, and 2
percent in the North Central States.

The accompanying chart shows that the number of
motor vehicle thefts has decreased 9 percent from the
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100,000 inhabitants nationwide, down 6 percent from the
1982 rate. Compared to the 1974 experience, the rate
decreased 7 percent, while over the 5-year period, 1979-
1983, it dropped 15 percent.

In the MSAs, the motor vehicle theft rate was 523 per
100,000 inhabitants. Cities outside metropolitan areas
(other cities) had a motor vehicle theft rate of 189, and the
rural counties recorded the lowest rate, 100. The most
heavily populated municipalities of the Nation continue to
account for the high motor vehicle theft rates, clearly
indicating that this offense is primarily a large-city
problem.

Regionally, the Northeastern States reported the
highest motor vehicle theft rate, 577 per 100,000
inhabitants. The remaining regions’ rates per 100,000
population were 488 in the Western States; 392 in the
North Central States; and 331 in the Southern States. The
rate declined 8 percent in both the Northeastern and
Southern Regions, 5 percent in the Western Region, and 3
percent in the North Central Region.

In 1983, an estimated average of 1 of every 161
registered motor vehicles was stolen nationally.
Geographically, this rate was greatest in the Northeastern
Region where 1 of every 100 motor vehicles registered
was stolen. The other three regions reported lesser
rates — 1 per 152 in the Western States, 1 per 182 in the
North Central States, and 1 per 218 in the Southern States.

Nature

During 1983, the estimated total national loss due to
motor vehicle theft was $4 billion. The average value of
vehicles stolen was $3,934 at the time of theft.

Of all motor vehicles reported stolen during the year,
76 percent were automobiles, 14 percent were trucks or
buses, and the remainder were other types.

Motor Vehicle Theft, 1983

[Percent distribution]

Trucks

Region Total Autos and 0}[!1(}1'

buses vehicles

Northeastern States........... 100.0 89.5 53 5.2
North Central States........ 100.0 79.8 11.0 9.2
Southern States...... 100.0 65.7 20.7 13,7
Western States ..o 100.0 66.8 19,7 13.5
Total.cvierrerreeriseense 100.0 757 14.0 10.3

'Because of rounding, percentages may not add to totals.
Clearances

Law enforcement agencies nationwide cleared 15
percent of the motor vehicle thefts reported in their
locales during 1983. Those in cities cleared 13 percent;
those in the suburban areas cleared 18 percent; and rural
agencies cleared 34 percent. Clearance percentages for
motor vehicle theft ranged from 9 percent in the
Northeastern States to 20 percent in the Southern States.
In the Western States, the clearance rate was 16 percent,
and in the North Central States, 14 percent.

In the suburban areas, persons in the under 18 age
group accounted for 19 percent of the motor vehicle
thefts cleared. In the Nation’s cities and rural counties,
they comprised 18 percent.

Persons Arrested

As in prior years, motor vehicle theft arrests primarily
involved the younger segment of the Nation’s population.
During 1983, 55 percent of all persons arrested for motor
vehicle theft were under 21 years of age, and those under
18 accounted for 35 percent of the total.

The number of arrests for this offense during 1983
decreased 8 percent from the previous year’s total. Arrests
of persons under 18 were down 12 percent, and adult
arrests decreased 5 percent. For all ages collectively, a 27-
percent drop in motor vehicle theft arrests was evident
during the period 1979-1983.

In 1983, 66 percent of motor vehicle theft arrestees
were white, 32 percent were black, and the remainder
were of other races. Fifteen percent of all persons arrested
for this offense were Hispanic.
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ARSON

DEFINITION

Arson is defined by the Uniform Crime Reporting Program as any wiliful.or
malicious burning or attempt to burn, with or without intent to defraud, a dwelling
house, public building, motor vehicle or aircraft, personal property of anotl.le.r, etc.

Only fires determined through investigation to have been willfully or maliciously
set are classified as arsons. Fires of suspicious or unknown origins are excluded.

]

ot

Background

The UCR Program’s collection of data on arson as a
Part I Crime Index offense started in 1979 following a
congressional mandate. Recognizing that arson has
characteristics not common with other Index crimes, the
data collection procedures were developed on the basis of
input from the fire service and law enforcement
communities, as well as the insurance industry. Specific
guidelines and requirements were established for
reporting arson offenses.

Unlike other Crime Index offenses, the occurrence of
arson is not always immediately established by officials at
the scene. Since the entire concept of the Crime Index is
based on actual offenses known to law enforcement, it was
decided that only fires determined through investigation
to have been willfully or maliciously set, including
attempts, were to be reported as arsons. Suspicious fires or
those of unknown origin were to be excluded until
definitely determined to be arsons.

The UCR policy on scoring multiple-offense situations,
i.e., two or more Index crimes occurring at the same time
and place, was modified for arson reporting only. Before
the addition of arson to the Index, conmtributing law
enforcement agencies were instructed that in such
situations only one crime, based on an established
hierarchy of offenses, was to be reported. It was,
however, recognized that arson frequently occurs in
conjunction with other Index crimes and that valuable
information could be lost if the past procedure was
employed. Therefore, it was determined that arson should
be exempt from the hierarchy rule and that all arsons
should be reported regardless of their commission in
conjunction with another Crime Index offense.

Volume

During 1983, 11,286 law enforcement agencies
representing approximately 89 percent of the Nation’s
inhabitants reported a total of 101,947 arson offenses. Data
in: the tables on the accompanying pages are based on
figures received from 11,176 law enforcement agencies
providing complete, detailed information, including type
of structure and estimated monetary value of property
damaged. Although the population coverage is
insufficient to estimate the total 1983 United States arson
experience, additional reported data on arson clearances
and trends are shown in Tables 5 through 12 of this
Section.

Trend

Based on reports from law enforcement agencies
providing 6 or more months of arson data for 1982 and
1983, arson trends are shown in Tables 9 through 12.
Nationally, an ll-percent decrease in reported arsons
occurred during the 2-year period. With respect to city
size, the trend ranged from a 14-percent decrease in cities

with 250,000 to 499,999 inhabitants to an 8-percent decline
in cities with 10,000 to 24,999 inhabitants. The Nation’s
suburban counties recorded a 9-percent drop, and the
rural counties registered a 10-percent decline.

By property type, those arsons in which structures were
the targets decreased 2 percent nationwide. Arsons of
mobile property were down 6 percent, and those of all
other property declined 15 percent.

Caution is recommended when viewing arson trend
information. The percent change figures may have been
influenced by improved arson reporting procedures
during the collection’s relatively limited timespan. It is
expected that year-to-year statistical comparability will
improve as the collection continues.

Rate

Arson rates per 100,000 inhabitants are shown in an
accompanying table. Since the population coverage for
arson data is lower than for the other Crime Index
offenses, thesé data were tabulated independently. Based
only on figures from law enforcement agencies supplying
12 months of statistics for all Index crimes, including
arson, the rates ranged from 96 per 100,000 inhabitants in
cities with populations over 1 million to 24 per 100,000
rural county inhabitants. The overall 1983 national arson
rate was 49 per 100,000 population.

Arson Rate, Population Group, 1983

[8,377 agencies; 1983 estimated population 177,797,000; Rate per 100,000
inhabitants]

Group Rate

TOTAL 48.7
TOTAL CITIES . 54.5
Group I (cities 250,000 and over) wyusn 83.8
(cities 1,000,000 and over)........ 96.2
(cities 500,000 to 999,999) ..... 65.9
(cities 250,000 to 499,999) ......... 83.5
Group II (cities 100,000 to 249,999).. 62.0
Group III (cities 50,000 to 99,999) 50.6
Group IV (cities 25,000 to 49,999) 362
Group V (cities 10,000 to 24,999) 29.0
Group VI (cities under 10,000) 27.8
Suburban Counties.....wimiseeassssamrersissseies 414
Rural Counties 24,1
Suburban Area 36.5

Nature

Structures comprised 61 percent of the property
targeted by arsonists in 1983. Mobile property (motor
vehicles, trailers, airplanes, boats, etc.) accounted for 23
percent, and the remainder were directed at other
property (crops, timber, fences, signs, etc.).

* el A et o A AR s A i i
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Arson, Type of Property, 1983
[11,176 agencies; 1983 estimated population 186,865,000}

Arson, Monetary Value of Property Damaged, 1983
[11,176 agencies; 1983 estimated population 186,865,000]

Number Number

Property classification of diggssg:)n Property classification of ?:;mg:

offenses offenses a8
TOTAL 84,700 100.0 TOTAL 84,700 $9,384
TOTAL STRUCTURE........ 51,690 61.0 TOTAL STRUCTURE 51,690 13,920
Single occupancy residential 24,371 28.8 Single occupancy residential 24,371 9,418
Other residential 8,064 9.5 Other residential 8,064 10,119
Storage 5,154 6.1 Storage 5,154 16,308
Industrial/manufacturing 825 1.0 Industrial/manufacturing 825 59,372
Other commercial . 6,223 7.3 Other commercial 6,223 31,238
Community/public 4,750 5.6 Community/public 4,750 12,940
Other structure. 2,303 2.7 Other structure 2,303 8,477
TOTAL MOBILE 19,724 233 TOTAL MOBILE........ 19,724 3,407
Motor vehicles 17992 212 Motor vehicles 17,992 2,938
Other mobile 1,732 2.0 Other mobile 1,732 8,280
OTHER 13,286 15.7 OTHER... 13,286 610

Sixty-three percent of the structural arsons in 1983
involved residential property, with 47 percent of such
offenses directed at single-occupancy residences. Fifteen
percent of all targeted structural property was
uninhabited or abandoned at the time the arson occurred.

Motor vehicles comprised 91 percent of all mobile
property at which arsons were directed.

Arson, Structures Not in Use, 1983
[11,176 agencies; 1983 estimated population 186,865,000]

Number Percent
Type of structure of not

offenses in use

TOTAL 51,690 14.9
Single occupancy residential 24,371 18.0
Other residential 8,064 119
Storage 5,154 16.0
Industrial/manufacturing 825 13.1
Other commercial 6,223 9.6
Community/public 4,750 53
Other structure 2,303 25.6

Averaging $9,384 per incident, the reported monetary
value of property damaged due to arsons in 1983 was $795
million. Industrial/manufacturing structures registered the
highest average loss, $59,372 per offense.
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Clearances

The 1983 national arson clearance rate was 17 percent.
City law enforcement agencies cleared 16 percent of the
arson offenses brought to their attention; those in
suburban counties cleared 21 percent; and those in the
rural counties cleared 22 percent. Agencies in cities with
fewer than 10,000 inhabitants registered the highest arson
clearance rate, 24 percent.

Thirty-four percent of all 1983 arson clearances
involved solely young people under age 18, a higher
percentage of juvenile involvement than for any other
Index crime. Persons under 18 accounted for 34 percent of
the structural arson clearances, 18 percent of those for
mobile property, and 56 percent for arsons of all other
property.

The tables on the following page show clearance data
only for those 11,176 law enforcement agencies which
were able to furnish breakdowns by type for the structural
and mobile classifications. As can be seen, the highest
clearance rate (37 percent) was recorded for offenses in
which community or public structures were involved,
while the lowest (11 percent) was registered for motor
vehicles.

R R R SR

e g itegrt et

Arson Offenses Cleared by Arrest,' 1983

[11,176 agencies®; 1983 estimated population 186,865,000]

Arsons Cleared by Arrest,' 1983

Percent involving only persons under 18 years of age
{11,176 agencies’; 1983 estimated population 186,865,000]

Number Percent . . "total Percent
Property Classification of cleared Property Classification arsons under 18
offenses | by arrest cleared
TOTAL 84,700 18.8 TOTAL 15,887 349
TOTAL STRUCTURE 51,690 217 TOTAL STRUCTURE 11,222 33.8
Single occupancy residential 24,371 19.4 Single occupancy residential 4,734 28.3
Other residential 8,064 25.5 Other residential 2,057 28.6
Storage...... 5,154 18.5 Storage 954 50.6
Industrial/manufacturing 825 15.5 Industrial/manufacturing 128 26.6
Other commercial.. 6,223 18.3 Other commercial 1,137 22.3
Community/public 4,750 kYA Community/public 1,760 49,1
Other structure 2,303 19.6 Other structure 452 49.3
TOTAL MQBII E e e s e 19,724 1.3 TOTAL MOBILE 2,237 18.0
Mator vehicles 17,992 o8 Motor vehicles 1,950 15.8
Other mobile 1,732 - Other mobile 287 311
OTHER | 13,286 18.3
OTHER 2,428 55.7

'Includes offenses cleared by exceptional means. .

¥The number of agencies used in this table is lower than the number used in
Tables 19-22. To be included in this table, it was necessary that arson clearances
be reported by property classification.

Persons Arrested

During 1983, the estimated number of arrests for arson
totaled 19,800. Thirty-eight percent of the arrestees were
under 18 years of age and 62 percent were under 25.
Males comprised 88 percent of all arson arrestees.

By race, 76 percent of the persons arrested for this
offense were white, 23 percent were black, and the
remainder were of other races. Hispanics comprised 7
percent of the arrestees.

Five- and 10-year trends show that the 1983 arson arrest
total for all ages decreased 5 percent from the 1979 level

'Includes offenses cleared by exceptional means.

IThe number of agencies used in this table is lower than the number used in
Tables 19-22. To be included in this table, it was necessary that arson clearances
be reported by property classification,

but was up 11 percent from the 1974 total. Arrests for this
offense in 1983 were down 6 percent nationwide from the
previous year, while they declined 8 percent in the
Nation’s cities and 1 percent in the rural counties.
Suburban counties showed a decrease of less than 1
percent. From 1982, arrests of persons under the age of 18
declined 4 percent and adult arrests dropped 8 percent
nationwide. Male arrests were down 5 percent and female
arrests decreased 12 percent in the same 2-year period.
Since 1974, however, both male and female arrests for
arson have risen, 9 and 31 percent, respectively.
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Crime Index Total

The estimated 12 million Crime Index offenses
occurring in 1983 represented a 7-percent decline from
1982. The 2-year decline was greater than any since 1960,
the earliest year for which comparable data are available.
Considering 5- and 10-year time frames, the 1983 total was
down 1 percent from the 1979 figure but was 18 percent
higher than that for 1974,

Overall violent crime dropped 5 percent in 1983 as
compared to 1982. The 1983 violent crime level was 4

percent higher than in 1979 and 27 percent above the 1974
experience.

Collectively, the number of property crimes in 1983 fell
7 percent from the 1982 volume and was 2 percent lower

than in 1979. The 10-year trend showed a 17-percent rise
over 1974.

Two-year comparisons (1983 versus 1982) for the
individual violent crimes showed both murder and
robbery down 8 percent. While aggravated assault

declined 2 percent, the number of forcible rapes showed
no change.

In the property crime category, burglary decreased 9
percent, larceny-theft declined 6 percent, and motor
vehicle theft dropped 5 percent.

The estimated figures for all Crime Index offenses
covering these time periods are set forth in the table,
“National Crime, Rate, and Percent Change.”
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National Crime, Rate, and Percent Change
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Estimated crime 1983 Percent change over 1982 Percent change over 1979 Percent change over 1974
Offense Rate per Rate per Rate per Rate per
Number 100,000 Number 100,000 Number 100,000 Number 100,000
inhabitants inhabitants inhabitants inhabitants
Crime Index total' ..., — 12,070,200 5,158,6 -67 -17 -12 -70 +17.7 +64
Modified Crime Index total ...
Violent crime 1,237,980 529.1 ~49 -59 +4.7 -2l +27.0 +14.7
Property crime 10,832,200 4,629.5 -6.9 -79 - 17 -1.6 416.7 +5.5
Murder N 19,310 8.3 ~8l -8.8 -10.0 ~14.4 -68 -153
Forcible rape 78,920 33.7 — -12 +3.1 -32 +42.5 +28.6
Raobbery 500,220 213.8 -84 -94 +5.4 -9 +13.1 +2.2
Aggravated assault 639,530 273.3 -24 -34 +3.8 -24 +40.2 +26.6
Burglary 3,120,800 1,333.8 -92 -102 -59 -11.5 +2.7 -72
Larceny-theft 6,707,000 2,866.5 -60 -10 +1.7 -43 +27.4 +15.1
Motor vehicle theft 1,004,400 429.3 -~5.1 ~6.1 -9.4 ~-14.8 +2.8 -7.1
ATSON (1 iiavesirinnrssnasisesmsisyessanissiressisseisiossssnes
'Because of rounding, offenses may not add to totals,
Regional Offense and Population Distribution, 1983
. Modified
Crime s . Motor
Region Population Index ?;(l;:: Murder Fc:_;cs:lc Robbery Agfg:‘;ﬁ?fed Burglary Latr};::rxlly- vehicle Arson
total t theft
atal
United States total'v...crvines 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Northeastern States .| 21,2 19.9 174 16.3 311 19.4 18.8 18.3 28.5
North Central States.....| 252 233 19.6 23.1 19.6 19.6 222 24.5 23.0
Southern States .o 34,0 32,6 429 347 272 37.8 343 323 26.2
Western SIates ..o 19.6 24.2 20.1 259 22.1 232 24.7 24.5 923
Provided in the table, “Regional Offense and Crime Rate, Region, 1983
Population Distribution, 1983,” are data showing the [Rate per 100,000 inhabitants]
geographical distribution of estimated Index crimes and - —
. PO “ orth- ort
population. When utilizing figures presented on a regional Offense eastern | Central 5%‘:;?;" “éf:tt:ﬂ
basis in this publication, the reader is cautioned to States | States .
. ., . .
consider each region’s proportion of the total United crime Index totalomncnn| 48417 | 47676 | 49529 | 63575
States population. For example, while the Southern States  Modified Crime Index total.....
accounted for the largest volume of Crime Index offenses  yigient crime.... 597.2 4162 519.7 6167
in 1983, they also represented the greatest vegional Property crime.. 42445 | 43513 | 44332 | 57408
population. MUFAEE 1rvesaescenssmemsssersesssasesse 6.8 6.4 10.4 8.5
Forcible rape ... e v 260 310 344 4.4
s . » 1 . Robbery 313.9 166.2 171.2 240.5 Do
The table’ Crime Rate: Reglon» 1983’ lists the crime Aggravated assault ......uivinsien 250,5 212.6 303.7 323.3
rates per 100,000 inhabitants for the four geographic Burglary .., 11823 | 1,1744 | 13449 | 1,676
. . ) Larceny-thef ... mueruseesserss 24798 | 2,7848 | 2,757.5 | 13,5764
regions of the United States. Presented in the table, Motor vehicle theft ] 5774 392, 3308 4817
“Crime Rate, Area, 1983, are data for MSAs, rural 4™
counties, and cities and towns outside metropolitan areas
(other cities). Crime rates relate the incidence of reported
crime to population; however, many factors influence the
nature and extent of crime in a particular community.
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Crime Rate, Area, 1983
{Rate per 100,000 inhabitants]

Offense J;l %:z; Metropolitan Rural Other
States area counties citles
Crime Index total ..., 5,158.6 5,852.3 1,881.0 4,629.4
Modified Crime Index total ..
Violent crime....... 529.1 627.2 161.2 3153
Property crime 4,629.5 5,225.1 1,719.8 4,314.1
Murder..... 8.3 9.1 5.8 5.0
Forcible rape.. 337 389 15.1 21.1
Robbery............ 213.8 2729 16,6 494
Aggravated assault 2733 306.2 1237 239.8
Burglary............ 1,333.8 1,501.5 655.9 1,039.5
Larceny-theft..... ] 2,866.5 3,200.3 963.8 3,085.5
Motor vehicle theft. W 4293 5234 100.1 189.1
Arson

Note

The collection of statistics on arson as a Crime Index
offense began in 1979. However, 1983 annual figures are not
available for inclusion in tables presenting statistics Jor the
total United States. Arson totals reported by individual law
enforcement agencies are displayed in Tables 5 through 8.
Two-year arson trends are shown in Tables 9 through 12,

Crime Index Tabulations

Data on crime in the United States as a whole;
geographic divisions; individual states; Metropolitan
Statistical Areas; cities, towns, and counties; and college
and university campuses are presented in this Section’s
tabular portions. Although the total number of actual
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criminal offenses occurring is unknown, the volume of
crimes reported to law enforcement agencies represents
an indicator of criminal activity.

In addition to the presentations outlined above, national
averages for the value of property stolen in connection
with each offense are presented. Further breakdowns by
type for the robbery, burglary, larceny-theft, and arson
classifications are listed. Data on the type and value of
property stolen and recovered are also provided.

In reviewing the tables in this report, it must be
remembered that many factors can cause the volume and
type of crime to vary from place to place. Population, one
of these factors, is used in computing crime rates;
however, all communities are affected to some degree by
seasonal or transient populations. Since counts of current,
permanent population are used in their construction,
crime rates do not account for short-term population
variability. A discussion of various factors contributing to
the amount of crime in a given area is shown on page v of
this publication.

National data can serve as a guide for the law
enforcement administrator in analyzing the local crime
count, as weil as the performance of the jurisdiction’s law
enforcement agency. The analysis, however, should not
end with a comparison based on data presented in this
publication. It is only through an appraisal of local
conditions that a clear picture of the community crime
problem or the effectiveness of the law enforcement
operation is possible.
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Table 1.— Index of Crime, United States, 1983

Y Crime Mgg:g:d Violent Property a':“dur::;' Forcible Aggra- Larceny- Motor 2
Area Population ltl::::i‘ { n d€§ crime’? crime’ nc'il;ifnt tape Robbery a:;ﬁt Burglary theft v:}l::‘:lle Arson
otal
slaughter
United States Total.....veveeiannnns| 233,981,000] 12,070,213 1,237,979110,832,234 19,308 78,918| 500,221} 639,532] 3,120,842 6,707,020 1,004,372
Rate per 100,000
inhabitants 5,158,6 5201 4,629.5 8.3 33.7 213.8( 2733 1,333.8 2,866.5 429.3
Metropolitan
Statistical Aref.....cccoinceerrenassns 177,067,726
Area actually reporting®........ 98.4%| 10,256,615 1,103,114 9,153,501 16,084 68,434} 481,388| 537,208| 2,631,554| 5,603,966 917,981
Estimated totals.....coveesnceranes 100,09:] 10,362,512 1,110,500 9,252,012 16,169] 68,949] 483,151] 542,231 2,658,617| 5,666,615 926,780
Rate per 100,000
inhabitants ...eeeeeeeene . 5,852.3 627.2 5225,1 9.1 389 2729| 306.2 1,501.5 3,200.3 5234
Other Cities 23,183,164
Area actually reporting®........ 93.8%]| 1,004,895 68,299 936,596 1,080 4,534 10,666] 52,019 225915] 669,523 41,158
Estimated totalS.u i 100.0%| 1,073,240 73,105 1,000,135 1,168 4,891 11,456] 55,590{ 240,983] 715312 43,840
Rate per 100,000
inhabitants ... 4,6294 3153 4,314.1 50 21.1 494) 239.8 1,039.5 3,085.5 189.1
Rural 33,729,110
Area actually reporting®........ 89,7% 578,415 48,263 530,152 1,685 4,543 4,971] 37,064 201,340] 298,565 30,247
Estimated totals.uimanens 100.0% 634,461 54,374 580,087 1,971 5,078 5614 41,711 221,242 325,093 33,752
Rate per 100,000
inhabitants ...eeiseens 1,881.0 161.2 1,7119.8 58 15.1 16.6] 123.7 655.9 953.8 100.1

'Populations are Bureau of the Census provisional estimates as of July 1, 1983, and are subject to change.
2Although arson data are included in the trend and clearance tables, sufficient data are not available to estimate totals for this offense.
3Violent crimes are offenses of murder, forcible rape, robbery, and nggravated nssault. Property crimes are offenses of burglary, larceny-thefRt, and motor vehicle theft. Data are

not included for the property crime of arson.
“The percentage representing area actually reporting will not coincide with the ratio between reported and estimated crime totals, since these data represent the sum of the

calculations for individual states which have varying populations, portions reporting, and crime rates.

Table 2, Index of Crime, United States, 1974-1983

Ly Crime M(.(‘.)::g:d Violent Property :‘:t’uf::;' Forcible Asgra- Larceny- Motor )
Population ltg::l," {2?5!‘ crime! crime? nc'g!;‘l;ic_m rape Robbery Bg;ﬁl Burglary theft v::}l::‘:llc Arson
slaughter
Number of offenses*
1974-211,392,000.00.000 sverirmesssrsarsnressessecsnansees | 10,253,400 974,720 9,278,700 20,710f 55400 442,400] 456,210| 3,039,200| 5,262,500] 977,100
1975-213,124,000 11,256,600 1,026,280] 10,230,300 20,510 56,090] 464,970] 484,710] 3,252,100{ 5,977,700} 1,000,500
1976-214,659,000 11,315,600 988,410{ 10,327,200 18,780 57,1801 422,450f 489,990| 3,099,800{ 6,264,800{ 962,600
1977-216,332,000, 000000 eesmmemrinarssosnvasssesansensans | 10,950,700 1,013,270| 9,937,400 19,120  63,610| 407,440 523,100} 3,062,700| 5,900,500 974,200
1978-218,059,000 11,174,000 1,068,280| 10,105,800 19,560 67,720 421,580| 559,430| 3,119,300 5,985,900] 1,000,600
1979-220,099,000 12,211,200, 1,188,870] 11,022,300 21,460{  76,510{ 474,680] 616,220| 3,318,200 6,595,300} 1,108,800
1980-225,349,264 13,366,100 1,323,400( 12,042,700 23,040 83,1307 558,750{ 658,480{ 3,784,300 7,130,800 1,127,700
1981-229,146,000 13,384,500 1,340,540 12,043,900 22,520 82,630] 585,480] 649,910| 3,768,800 7,188,300| 1,086,800
1982-231,534,000 12,933,700 1,301,500} 11,632,200 21,010 78,900f 546,200f 655,380] 3,437,200{ 7,136,400 1,058,600
1983-233,981,000.... ; 12,070,200 1,237,980] 10,832,200 19,310 78,9201 500,220f 639,530} 3,120,800} 6,707,000( 1,004,400
Rate per 100,000 inhabitants:®
1974 4,850.4/ 461,1 4,389.3 9.8 262 209.3 215.8] 14377 2,489.5 462.2
1975 s 5,281.7 481.5 4,800.2 9.6 26.3 218.2 2274)  1,5259| 2,804.8 469.4 .
1976 52714 460.5 4,811.0 8.8 26.6 196.8 2283] 14440 29185 448.4
1977 5,062.01 468.4 4,593.6 8.8 294 188.3 2418] 1416870 27215 450.3
1978 51243 489.9 4,634.4 9.0 Lt 193.3 256,5| 14305 12,7451 458.9
1979 5,548.1 540.2 5,007.9 9.7 34.8 2157 280.0[ 1,507.6| 2,996.5 503.8
1980 5,931.3 5873 5,344.0 10,2 36.9 2419 292.2)  1,6793( 3,164.3 500.4
1981 5,841.0 585.0 5,256.0 9.8 36,1 255.5 283.6] 1,64.7] 3,1370 474.3
1982 5,586.1 562.1 5,024.0 9.1 341 2359 2831 1,484.5] 13,0822 457.2
1983 5,158.6 529.1 4,629.5 8.3 337 213.8 2733] 1,333.8] 2,866.5 4293

'Populations arc Burcau of the Census provisional estimates as of July 1, except April 1, 1980, preliminary census counts, and are subject to change.

3Due to rounding, the offenses may not add to totals.

3Although arson data are included in the frend and clearnnce tables, sufficient data are not availablé to estimate totals for this offense.

“Violent crimes are offenses of murder, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, Property crimes are offenses of burglary, larceny-theft, ang¢ motor vehicle the. Data are
not included for the property crime of arson.

SAnnual toials for years prior to 1983 have been adjusted and may not be consistent with those iri prior editions of this publication, See “Offense Estimation", pages 3 and 4
for details,

All rates were calculated on the offenses before rounding,
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Table 3. — Index of Crime: Region, Geographic Division, and State, 1982-1983

Crime Index total

Modified Crime
Index total®

Violent crime’

Property crime?

Murder and non-
negligent manslaughter

Area Year | Pop !

Number I}S},fogcor Number l}“o:;oggr Number T}t&;ogeor Number %’a:;ogcor Number Rl‘[';;:.ogeor
United States Total®....... . 1982 231,534,000112,933,674] 5,586.1 1,301,497 562.1111,632,177 5,024.0] 21,012 9.1
1983| 233,981,000 42,070,213 5,158.6| 1,237,573 §29.1)10,832,234|  4,629.5 19,308 8.3
Percent changy [ ~6.7 =17 —4.9 -59 -6.9 =19 -8.1 -88
Northeast 1982] 49,456,000| 2,619,108| 5,295.8 315,941 638.8( 2,303,167 4,657.0 3,648 7.4
1983 49,519,000 2,397,561 = 4,841.7 295,723 597.2] 2,101,838 4,244.5 3,360 6.8
Percent change .......cceerivereveresaresesaserne ]| sverees . -8.5 -8.6 64 6.5 -8.7 -89 ~19 8.1
New England 1982 12,493,000] 645,45 5,163.3 53,166 425.6] 591,879 4,737 475 3.8
1983 12,480,000f 589,047 4,716.5 52,148 417.6] 536,899  4,299,0 420 34
Percent change .....ovuvevecrvnsnriniscccennene | cenerenne -8.7 -8.7 -1.9 -1.9 -9.3 -9.3 ~11.6 ~10.5
Connecticut 1982 3,153,000 171,129] 542715 12,597 399.5 158,532)  5,028,0 164 52
1983 3,138,000 156,204]  4,977.8 11,767 375.0 144,437]  4,602.8 129 4.1
Percent Change ....uveeeereevevecnsnsernserens | servevres| see PR . -8.7 -8.3 -6.6 -6.1 -8.9 ~8.5 =213 -21.2
Maine 1982 1,133,000 43,731 3,859,8 1,847 163.0 41,884 3,696.7 24 2.1
1983 1,146,000 42,186)  3,681.2 1,829 159.6 40,357f  3,521.6 24 2.1
Percent change o e -3.5 4.6 ~1.0 -2.1 -3.6 4.7 +.0 +.0
Massachusetts 1982 5,781,000 318,171 5,503.7 33,031 5714  285,140| 49324 219 3.8
1983 5,767,000 288,971 5,010.8 33,264 576.8] 255707 4,434.0 203 3.5
Percent change ......ccovvevenesosvenecrsennnns | evnsnanns -9.2 -9.0 +.7 +.9 -10.3 -10.1 ~1.3 1.8
New Hampshire ...cocvoreimecsnenneiennsnnaes 1982 951,000 36,4167  1,829.2 1,187 124.8 35229  3,7044 21 2.2
1983 959,000 32,187]  3,3563 1,200 125.1 30,987) 32312 19 20
Percent change ......ovvvevconseerserenuesserosas | sovennne -11.6 -12.3 +1.1 +.2 ~12,0 -12.8 -9.5 -9.1
Rhode Island 1982 958,000 51,388]  5,364.1 3,849 401.8 47,5391  4,962.3 35 3.7
1983 955,000 47,8021 50054 3,392 3552 44,410f  4,650.3 26 27
Percent change .......... rianssaearasaas arssacs 7% [N IR o =10 -6.7 -11,9 -11.6 -6.6 -6.3 -25.7 -21.0
Vermont 1982 516,000 24,210]  4,691.9 655 1269 23,555  4,564.9 12 23
1983 525,000 21,697) 4,132.8 696 132.6 21,001 4,000.2 19 3.6
Percent change ....uvccirevvesisiinncercrinenef sasrvenns -104 ~11.9 +6.3 +4.5 ~10.8 -124 +358.3 +56.5
Middle AtANtIC....ovireimsearsrerscnerensssnnsnras 1982] 36,963,000 1,974,063 5,340.6 262,775 71091 1,711,288}  4,629.7 3,173 8.6
19831 37,029,000f 1,808,514] 4,884.0 243,575 657.8] 1,564,939]  4,226.3 2,940 79
Percent change .....ccveevcrrisicrcccnrnnsee | ceveeenea] soevsesisncnserens -84 -8.5 7.3 =15 -8.6 -8.7 =13 -8.1
New Jersey 1982 7,438,000f 422,191 5,676,1 45,175 607.4 377,016  5,068.8 482 6.5
1983 7,468,000 385,600]  5,163.4 41,304 553.1 344,296;  4,610.3 399 53
Percent change " -87 ~9.0 -8.6 -8.9 -8,7 -9.0 -172 ~18.5
New York 1982 17,659,000] 1,142,202 6,468.1 174,833 990.1 967,369]  5,478.1 2,013 104
1983 17,667,000] 1,042,811 5,902.6 161,489 914.1 881,322 49885 1,958 Lt
Percent ch -8.7 -8.7 -1.6 ~1.7 -8.9 -89 N -2.6
Pennsylvania 1982 11,865,000 409,670 3,452.8 42,767 3604 366903  3,092.3 678 5.7
1983; 11,895,000] 380,103|  3,195.5 40,782 342.8 339,321 2,852.6 583 4.9
Percent change ........covervene SOTOIIERRN SN Crnrsenssneann ~7.2 ~1.5 ~4.6 —4.9 -1.5 ~7.8 -14,0 ~14.0
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Table 3.— Index of Crime: Region, Geographic Division, and Statz, 1982-1983

Forcible rape Robbery Aggravated assault Burglary Larceny-theft Motor vehicle theft Arson®
Number ’?aO‘OC. og:)r Number Rlxaloc'oggr Number l}l&;o%r Number }}aog'o&r Number 12”08‘: o%r Number I}nogio%r Number }}aogi o&r

78,898 34.1 546,204 2359 655,383 2831} 3,437,206 14845 7,136,361 3,082.2) 1,058,610 457.2
78,918 337 500,221 2138 639,532 2733 3,120,842 1,333.8} 6,707,020 2,866.5| 1,004,372 429.3
..... RO -1.2 -84 -94 24 =35 -9.2 ~10,2 6.0 =10 ~5.1 6.1
12,584 254 172,347 3485 127,362 2575 675,566 136607 1,317,633 2,664.3 309,968 626.8
12,887 260 155,455 313.9 124,921 250.5 587,953 1,187.3] 1,227976 2,479.8 285,909 5774
+24 +24 ~-9.8 -9.9 =26 =27 ~13.0 -13.3 -6.8 -6.9 ~7.8 ~19
2,828 22.6 20,818 166.6 29,045 232.5 167,036 1,337.0 338,788 2,711.8 86,055 688.8
2,876 230 20,085 160.8 28,767 2303 150,022 1,201.2 311,444 2,493.7 75,433 6040
+1.7 +1.8 3.5 =35 -1.0 -9 -10.2 -10.2 8.1 -8.0 -12.3 ~12.3
692 219 6,574 208.5 5,167 163.9 44,481 1,410.8 96,640 3,065.0 17,411 552.2
627 20.0 6,296 200.6 4,715 150.3 39,988 1,2743 89,421 2,849.6 15,028 478.9
-94 8.7 4.2 -3.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>