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EXECUTIVE -SUMMARY -

This report examines the.chapaoténistigs of - every murder
known to the police in Illinois from 1973. through 1982. Using

victinm-level data derived from the °“Illiinois Department -of Law

. Enforcement's Supplémentary ‘Homicecide ‘Reports, analyses were

~females, the rate was about 10.

_that group, almost two-third

o

victims are killed by black offenders.

conducted ‘comparing the. age, race and 'sex: of murder victims and
known offenders; the murder weapons used, the relationship

between the victims and known offenders, and the circumstances, -
Analyses were also conductedsfor
Chlcago and the rest of the State separately, and by four v1ct1m“
age groups- chlﬁgren, young adults, adults, and the elderly. \

surroundlng the murders.

~ The major findings are summarlzed as followss
e Between 1973 and 1982, more .than 11,500 people were
murdered in Illinois. :

e The city‘ofochicago accounts for less than 30% of

Illinois' .population, but about 70% of all Illinois murders
annually. : °

e The murder rate per 100,000 population ig higher for both
males ' and females in Chicago than for males and females in the
rest of the State. In 1982 .males in Chicago were murdered at a
rate of neéarly 50 per 100,uu0 male population. For Chicago
Qutside . Chicago, the 'male and
female murder. rates were less than 6 per 100,000 population,

e Outside Chicago, theaﬁrobortion of murder wvictims who are
female is higher (28%) than in Chicago (18%).

.o ‘The vast majority of murder victims statewide are male,

although murdered ,children are almost as likely to be female -as
male.

e In Chlcago. ‘lacks account for the majority of murder
v1ct1ms. This is true for both male and female victims, and for
every age group of v1ct1m q\cept for females 60 .and over, In

sYof the vietims are whlte.

e The majority of murders in Illinois, where an offender
has been identified, are intra-racial. In Chicago, 98% of black
Conversely, only 76% .-of
white murder victims are killed by whites. In the rest of the
State combined, 85% of the white. victims were killed by whites,
versus 96% of blaek victims’ kllled by blacks..

e The most prevalent mupder weapon in Illinois is a
firearm, usually a handgun.
identified, male offenders Statewide and female offenders outside
Chicago use guns in, about 64% of the murders they commit, and use
knives in another 20% Female offenders in Chicago, however, use

knives more often than guns (44% versus 39% of murders,
réspectively). o L O

Where. the sex of the offender is

bl
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"o Statewide, female murder vietims are about two and [ g 'INTRODUCTION o ‘
one-half times more likely to be killed by a family member than (S | : v P
| -are male victims. Males are twice as llkely to be killed by } . Murder is the willful killing- of -one person by another. b
2 stpanecers than are female vietims. . o b o Approx1mately 1,000-to 1,300 people were murdered annually in -
: } gers o - [ 1 Illinois between 1973 and 1982 for a2 10-year ftotal of more than L
s %S . 2 . ‘ 5 : s 11,500 murder -victims.1 Thi$ papér describes the demographic and . 3
: el e More than half (57%) of all murders in Illinois in which T ] nic ap 1
g ) the circumstances were kngwn were precipitated by an argument or L |- situational faftors surround&ng ‘these murders, by addressing the
brawl. Another 39% of the murders were committed during the IE ji follow1ng quessions: . . . = !
: ; course of a felony (robbery, burglary,. etc.). Murder v1et1ms o Wempe-S 0 : -
. & aged 60 and over ‘are more likely to be killéx during the ‘course /,g‘ . Q:‘Whahgfge thflffstﬁgsinawzif Wi?}?i%%‘ age, race and sex? !
; of a felony than are any other: age group ;of vietims. ) R [ ] < _/ ois’ were ey ‘kilZ -
( . Sy . 4 o - e . &ho were the people that kllled them, accordlng to pollce
e i ' ~ ‘ ‘ ' ; - L7 1nvest1gatlon7 ,

e
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e What were the circumstances of the murders, what Wweapons

were used, and what was the relationship between the
victims and offenders° o

\

¢ Did murders, orgspe01f10 types of murders, increase or
decrease over the period° .
The source of the murder data in this report is the IllanlS

Victim-Level- Murder .(VLM) file. Thése data, derived from the
"Illinois. Department of' Law Enforcement's annual Uniform Crime
Reports Supplementary Homicide Reports (UCR-SHR) data, represent
thé investigating police officers assessment of each incident. Fon
If the police investigation. found an 4ncident, to be a murder, Do
even if the suspect was 1 ter cleared of murder._ in court, the

incident is still counted as* a murder on the VLM. All offender

information on the file pertains-to the person(s) that the -police ¢ o
considered to be the mostylikely suspect(s), even if no arrest §
was made, not the person(s) who might. have. .been eventually .
convicted of murder. Thus, the VLM data give no “information i&ﬁ
about the numbér or type of people who are convicted mubderers in® ]
Illinois. Rather, it reflects information. about each individual
. murder incident, and the llkely' offenders and 01Pcumstances
'w] surroundlng these murders.?
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There are “two important limitations inherent in using VLM
w] data. ¢ First, all analyses of " offender characteristics are

limited because the data are victim~-level. The ‘data -reflect the
number -of murders attributed to an offender (or offenders) of a
certain age, race or sex, butnot the number of offenders. For
example, if a victim was murdered by three417 ~-year-old offenders,
the data would read "victim killed by multiple offenders, all

-

1Detalled 1982 murder data for the city of Jollet are. not > e
currently available, and thus are not included in the 1982 State e
totals. There were 16 Index murders (including voluntary. S
mansliughters) in Joli®t in 1982. R

For a discussion of the quality of the VLM data, see the o
Authority publication Illinois'Murder Data, 1973-1981: -Guide to . -t
Quality, Availability and Interpretation. ] : . P
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aged 17," but would not indicate that there were three offenders.
Thus, the offender information presented in the analyses below
reflects the characteristics of the known offenders of murder
victims, but not the actual number of offenders.

Second, offender information for jurisdictions outside of
Chicago generally begins in 1974. For Chicago, offender
information generally begins in 1976.3 Also, approximately 25%
of all murder cases after 1976 have missing offender information.
This is due to a combination of factors: 1) many murders go
unsolved, with no offender identified, and 2) when offender
1nformatlon becomes known to the pollce at a later date, often
this new information is not reported to DLE and the SHR/VLM
files are not updated. Thus, the analyses below represent the
characteristics of only those offenders, or offender
characteristics, that the police have identified.

Because murders occurring in Chicago account for about 70%
of all Illinois murders, these murders were 1n1tlally analyzed
separately from the rest of the State. Where differences were
found, they are highlighted. Also,
of the State do not report data on racial characteristies in the
same format, these data are always analyzed separately. For a
discussion of these differences, see the Appendix.

Previous analyses of some of the Illinois viectim-level
murder data found that there are important differences in the
murder weapons used against adults and children, and in the
circumstances surrounding the murders (see the Compiler: May
1982). In light of these findings, for some of the analyses
below, Illinois murders are separated into four categories of
viectim ages: birth to 14, 15 to 24, 25 to 59, and 60 and over.
These categories were ':hosen to represent children, crime-prone
age young adults, adults, and the elderly. These category

divisions are subjective but, as will be seen below, do allow
for informative analyses. ¢ :

&}

3Only 89 of the 1,127 murder cases in 1973 have offender -°

sex information. About two-thirds of the 89 cases are.Chicago
murders. :

—n -

because Chicago and the rest
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MURDER IN ILLINOIS

In 1982, the Iilinois murder rate per 100,000 population was
8.8, which was lower than the national Index murder rate of 9.1.
The national figure, from the FBI report Crime in the U.S. 1982,
includes murders and voluntary manslaughters. In 1982, there
were 1,010 Index murders in Illinois; fewer than 10 of these were
voluntary manslaughters. On the average, over the 10-year
period, Chicago alone accounted for about 28% of the Illinois
population, but 72% of all - -murders annually :

8
Unlike most serious crimes irr IllanlS, murder does not vary

according to the season of the year.% A 1982 study entitled
Illinois Crime Trends, 1972-1981 found that the Index crimes of

aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft and motor vehicle
theft all show a good deal of seasonal fluctuation in Illinois,
Generally, these crimes tend to occur more often in the summer
months, and least often in the winter months. While Index
forcible rape and robbery were also found to have some seasonal
variatien, Index murder was found to have none; there are no
months of the year that consistently have more or less murders
than other months. ”

. Figure 1 shows the number of males and females murdered in
Illinois each month between 1973 and 1982. Superimposed on each
series 1is the 1line that best describes the series over time,.
Overall, the number of people killed each month since 1973 has
remained quite stable. Between 1973 and 1982, the number of
males killed in a typical month increased very slowly from about
T4 to 79, then dropped in 1982 to just under 60. This drop is the
result of a large decrease in the total number of murders in
Chicago from 876 in 1981 to 668 in 1982. The number of females
killed decreased minimally during the 10-year period, from about
22 - to 20 per month.  There was no noticeable 1982 decrease in the
number of females .murdered, as was seen for male victims.

There is much more variation in the number of males than in
the number of females killed per month. The number of males
kllled in a single month ranged from a low of 50 to a high of
135.5 For female victims the range was 11 to 39. Two months in
particular, November 1974 and December 1978, are extremes for
male victims. -The latter month includes 33 teenage males, all
murdered over a long period of time by one offender. “These

llThe male and female viectim and the total IIlinois f{0-year
monthly series weré tested for the presence of seasonality using
tha.Bell-Canada seasonallty program. In testing hundreds of time
series data sets using this, and the Census X-11 program, The

~Authority has only found one murder series (male vietims in

Chicago murdered elther outside or in a vehlcle between 1965 and
1981)5w1th significant seasonality.

In February 1982 there were only 47 males murdered but
because 1982 data for Joliet are not included (see footnote 1),
this figure is probably too low.u ;
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victims were discovered and reported in that one month Th i o
. . o L . € high L i VICTIM CHARACTERISTICS
number of killings in November 1974, -cannot bBe attributed to agy ! ‘% '
i

one or a few particular people or events,

The two highest months for female murder victims ar : g ' l{
: e January - IE
and February, 1976. Included here are 23 elderly women (and ong -

mgn) who were asphyxiated in an arson fire in a nursing “home and
died over a period of days. ' T
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Figure 1 ?ﬁ'
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Age of Victims

In the 10 years from® 1973 through 1982, murder victims
ranged in age from birth to at least 98.7 The distribution
across different ages, however, was not even. Figure 2 shows the
number of people murdered in Illinois between 1973 and 1982, by o
age of the victim. More infants ages one and under (139) were
killed in this time period than were any other '2-year .
combinations of age groups under -15.  Beginning at age two, the ‘ o
number of child murders decreases steadily, reaching its lowest ‘
point at age 11. After age 11, the number of teens and young
adults murdered increases rapidly, peaking at age 23. ~After
that, the number of adults murdered declines rapidly to about age
40, then continues to decline at a gradual rate.

<

Figure 2

ILLING]IS MURDER VICTIMS BY AGE, 1973-1982 h

SOUACE: ILLINOIS VICTIN-LEVEL WURDER FILE.
N=11U82. 81 JUVENILES OF UNKNOKN RGE AQE
NOT 1IKCLUDEO.

PN
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RGE'OF VICTINS
7The highest SHR/VLM victim age code.is "Age; 98 or above", s
There is no way to tell from the data if there welre actually any g
. victims older than 98. ‘ ; N - ‘ . N o
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Using 1980 murder data and 1980 census figures for the
distribution of ages in the popuiation, murder rates per 100,000
population were calculated for four age groups: birth to 14, . 15
to 24, 25 to 59, and 60 and over, Table 1,shows that murder

rates in Chicago are higher for each age group than are the rates
of corresponding populations outside the city. :

- Table 1 N

1980 Murder Rates per 100,000 Population
by Vietim age and Area of the State

Vietim Age Chicago Not Chicago .
Birth-11 - T 1 ”
15-214 45 | | 6

25-59 ~ Uy s )
60 and over o . 10 - | . ?‘é

Although each of the murder rates is higher in Chicago than in
the corresponding age group for the rest "of the State, in both
areas the 15-24 year olds have the highest murder rate of any of

The youngest group has the lowest rate of
all four groups, both in and out of the city.

Sex of Viectims

The overwhelming majority of Illinois mufder vietims® are

male. According to the 1980 census figures, of the almost 11i5-’h

million Illinois residents,- just less than half (48%), were male,

Howeyer, more than three-quarters (78%) of the I1linois murder

vietims between 1973 and 1982 were male, This figure varied
little from year to year, ranging from a low of 73% in 1976 to a
high of 81% in 1981. However, outside of Chicago, the proportion
of murder viectims who are male.is lower than in the city. During
thg 10-year period, an average of »71% of the victims outside
Chicago were male, versus an average of 81% of the city vietims..

Because there are more males murdered than females,  and

fewer males in the population, the rate of malds murdered per
100ﬁ000 population is higher than the . female rate. * The total
Illinojis murder rate in 1980 was 0.5 per 100,000 population,
For males, however, it was 17.1; for females, only 4.1, These
rates differ even more when Chicago and the rest of the State are
examined separately (Table 2).

men had a higher murder rate per 100,000 populstion than did

women. However, women in Chicago-had a higher murder rate than
did men ou§§1de the city. The leas®_ victimized group of all was
SO 1 ] . ;
) /
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women outsiée Chicago.8

: In Chicagdﬂ%the differenceﬁbetween'the male and female
murder rates‘is/huch greater than outside of the city. In

Chicago, the malle rate is about five times that of the female

rate, while in the rest ‘of the State, the male rate is only abouy
two and one-half times as great as the female rate. This i’

" because a higher proportion of murdér victims outside of Chicagh
are female (29% versus 19% in the city).

\

g ; - ' Table 2 - 5

1980 Murder Rates per 100,000 populaticn

A % of Outside of = % of
Sex of Victim Chicago Victims Chicago Victims
zex of Victim tolcago Yictims ~1:ca8g0 Yictims
‘Males | 49.7 82% 5.8 - T2%
Females = 9.6 18 . 2.2 28
Total 28.7 100% 4.0 ©100%

Over the 10-year period, the relative proportion of male to
female murder victims varied little. “Roughly three quarters of
murder victims. annually are male. However, this rule does not
hold for all age groups of victims. Table 3 compares the overall
proportion of male and ‘female murder vietims in four age

categories in and out of ‘Chdcago.

. Murder vietims aged 14 and qgger are‘almost as' likely to be

-female as male, Outside of Chicags they are equally likely. One

reason for this is that the circumstances ‘surrounding many child
murders (child -dbuse/beatings) are different from the
circumstances surrounding many 'adult murders (arguments or

- brawls--see "Circumstances -Surrounding the- Murders," below).

Whereas violent arguments amang adults usually involve males,
child abuse typically does not vary by the sex of thé child.9 -

W .While Chicago has a slightly -higher proportion of females in
its population than does the rest of Illinois, the proportion of

. female murder victims was slightly loweér ‘in Chiicago in each age

roup. The largest differencé was -in the 15 to 24 ‘age group,
group. Th o Rt ; ! .

80f course, this could vary further' by individual
Jurisdiction. Rates were not calculated for each of the several
hundked‘local Jurisdictions in the State. 4 S

According to the Illinois Department of Children and

»Family Services, of.the 148,218 reported cases of child abuse or )

neglect in Illinois between July 1979 and June 1982, 49% of the

victims were female and 49% were male.; In the remaining 29 of

cases, the sex of the victim was not reported.

o T
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Table 3

Sex of Murder Vicetims, by Age
1973-1982%

a

" : T “ . Age of Victim -

60 and Over

Birth-14  15-24 2559
Chicago n=338 n=2,534 n=4,778 n=626
Male 59% - 82% - 8ug. T1%
Female L 41 c 18 16 29
Not Chicago | n=164 ‘n=866 - n=1,862 n=313
Male 50% - 68% 4% . 6U%
Female 50 U 32 26 36
¥Missing observationsy= 92 (<1%).

where females comprise 32% of murder victims outside of Chicago,
but only 18% in the city. Statewide, female victims aged 60 and

~ above constituted the group with the second highest proportion of

female victims. Again, this is probably influenced by the
circumstances surrounding the murders of this age group of
victims. Also, there are more females than males in the
population of this age group. Based on 1980 census figures,

'58.6% of the Illinois population aged 60 and above was female.

In Chicago, the figure was 59.3%. Thus, it it is possible that
this imbalance between the number of males and females in the
population has some effect on-the imbalance in_ v1ct1mlzat10n

between ‘the sexes in thls age group. .

Race of Vietims

As:- mentioned above, Chicago reports racé data to the SHR
using different categories® than' do the other reporting agencies
in the State. For this reason, Chicago race data cannot be
aggregated with the data for the 'rest of the State, and must be
analyzed separately. The following chart ghows the race
categories that afford .the closest p0551b1e compaﬂlson of Chicago
and non-Chicago data: v ,

<y

A

o

R

iy

[}
[

ﬁiié

Jm—
% &

s i
g

—
P

Y & b (L—_% ¥

L B
e

I

el

Chicagoc

White: includes Hispaniecs:

‘Not Chicago

"ffWhlte (not Hispanic)

Black: Black (not Hlspanlc)

includes Hispanies
Other: includes Hispanics,
Asian/Pacific Islanders,

American Indian/Alaskans.

: B - P . [

Other: includes Asian/Pacific
Islanders, American Indian/
Alaskans.

In Chicago, all Hispanic offenders are coded‘as either white or
black. Outside of Chicago, however, they are coded as "other."
All of the follow1ng analyses follow this codlng scheme. 10

Blacks make up a dlsprcportlonate number of all murder
victims- both :in and out of Chicago. According to the 1980
census, blacks made up 40% of Chicago's populatlon. However,
between 1973 and 1982, 68% of all murder victims in Chicago were
black. Slmllj}ly, in 1980, blacks made up 6% of the rest of
Illinois' populatlon, but accounted for 37% of murder v1ct1ms
outside of Chicago during the 10-year period.

In Chicago, victim race doés not vary by victim sex. Just
less than 70% of all male and female victims there are black.
Outside of Chicago, however, the sex of the victim seems more
closely associated with victim race. Table 4 compares the sex
and race of victims in and outside of Chicago. A

. Outside of Chicago, almost three-quarters of female murder
vietims are white, versus just over half of male vietims, Thus,
there seems to be a relationship between victim sex and victim
race (i.e., if a murder victim outside of Chicago is female, it is
highly likely that she will be white). One explanation for this
sex/race relationship is that females outside of Chicago are more
likely to be murdered by a family member than are males outside
of the city, or males and females in Chlcago. (See "Relationship
Between Victims and Offenders"). Because whites constitute 94%
of the population outside Chicago and because fanilies are
usually intra-racial, and since half of all female murder victims
outside of Chicago are killed by family members, it is logical
that the majority of victims would be white.

Further differences between viectim sex and race around the
State emerge when the victim age variable is included in the
analys:Ls. Table 5 compares the age, race and sex of murder
victims- in and out of Chlcago.n '

s}

ERN

Q

10See the Appendlx for a complete explaﬁatlon of the coding of
Illinois race data.'
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i o ~ Race of_fiarder Victims, by Sex and Area | Age and Race of Victims
" - 1973-1982 \ [ ,E 1973-1982*
|  Chicago | ~ o | L | T* . Victim Age
o ol ™7 o Vietim Sex ' . L
oL Lo | : [ | 1 | _ Birth-14 15-24 . 25-59 60 and Over
” | n=6,739 n=1,561 . N : - ' R . .
Victim Race © Male Female I Chicago Males n=199 n=2,086 1n=3,392  n=A46
B White - 32% ~ 30% [WE ’ White . 23% 33% 30% 427
é Black 68 _ ' . 69 ' 3 ) Black 76 | 67 69 ‘ 57
g | ; |
n§ Other . <1 ’ 1° [,MTH Other , ] . < ] <1
3 i : A
Total o 100% o 100% [”_R o Chicago Females n=139 n=U48 - . n=786 n=180y
o v ‘ [
. White 17% -« 249 . 289 62%
. Not Chicago | e Black 81 75 70 . 38
n=2,311 _ n=960 Other 5 1 1 <1
- Victim R “ [wj 0 . "
. 5 ~2x2l face ; . _ _ j Not Chicago Males n=82 n=586 n=1,386 n=200
I White (not Hispaniec) * = 55 ’ - T el - . !
( P ) # ’ [ ! White (not Hispanic) 72% 4% 54% 76%
& t Hi i 41 27 T | ,
Black (not Hispanic) . ' et N - -Black (not Hispanic) 26 50 hg - 24
\f Other , : 4 2 [ ! Othér* T o 5 y 5 ¥ 1;
Total 1009 - 100 o " o
N o ora ’ * ' L # [v_(; l ) Not Chicago Females n=82 n=280 "n=476 n=11
o ” A , 7 White (not Hispanic), 73% 69% 69% 85%
*Missing observations = 2 (<1%).. In Chicago, "White" [l ' . S :
o and "Black" include Hispaniecs, Outside of Chicago, . Black (not Hispanie) 24 28 29 . 14
: 1" " 3 1 3 B o o o
| 0 Other"™ includes H}Spanlcs. [ ] Other 5 3 o5 1
S | There are several interesting findings in Table 5. . First, ' ' .. e : . L
i in Chicago, blacks make .up the largest proportion of vietims in , ] d ,,;i“sif;“g otlasgrv%t.;lons; 6920(2%?(‘1 I? gg}cago, ::‘a’:;te:
o every age group and sex category except for one: female vietims . an ack’ include dispanics. utside o 1cago, er
5 60 and older. Almost two-thirds of these victims were white., includes Hispanics: : -
(% : » 3 . . “
f For each of the other age groups of female viectims in Chicago,. :

i . . Whites constituted a maximum of only 28%. 1In fact, the over-60 i{: l . ‘

! aEe Erour ha‘dtt:;'he higl'?eSt pr'odporltion of white victims of all the }‘ q | This. is true fbr hoth male and femaie victims However, in
age groups within each sex an ace, : . 18 + POLI e . " ) Al : ’
| ge g p i sex L P : : Q}l Chicago the youngest victims are the least ]lee'ly of an};‘ age

R highest proportion of white victims after the oldest. age, group, ' l under in Chicago are more likely to be black than are any other
T i , , l_,a‘ age group of victims there.
0‘ ey .”;_, ;‘0 o | v‘i"ﬁ]’) L 11
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In sum, there are several important differences between
murder victims of different ages, races and sexes. In Chieago,
females make up a ‘lower percentage of. murder victims than do

females outside of the city.  However, the murder rate, per

I

100,000 population is higher for Chicago females than for either

males or females outside of the city.

N

In general, . black males in Chicago aged 15-24, and both

black and white males outside of Chicago aged 15-59 are the most
common murder victims. Child vietims, ages birth to 14, are
overwhelmingly black in Chicago, and white outside of the city.
An equal proportion of male and’ female -victims in ‘Chicago are
black, but outside of the city, female victims are much more
likely to be white than are male victims.
aged 60 and above, are more likely to be white .if they are
female, or live outside of Chicago. -

Also, older victims,
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~information for every Illinois
- Beginning in 1976, there is offender information for the entire
information about the primary-

. multiple offenders.

- multiple offenders of'different ages.

7
: /
o ) OFFENDER CHARACTERISTICS

L

The offender inférmatibn.in the VLM file refers to the

primary suspect(s) (when khown) in each murder, according to the"

police investigation, These data reéepresent descriptive

characteristics of .the murder suspects, but .do not necessarily
refer to .people later - tri&d and7or convicted of murder in

Illinois. If no specific person is identified as the offender
but witnesses provide _some description (for example, that the
offender was a white male) then this information should appear on
the data file. If information about mbre than one offender in an
incident 1is known,

1976.

\ The VLM file contains:very little offender information for
1973 (see footpote 3). In 1974 and 1975, there is offender
jJurisdiction except Chicago.

tate. Between 1976 and 1982, ‘

suspect(s) is present in almost three-quarteérs of .the cases.
During - that time, an average of 17% of murders annually in
Chicago where some offender information was knowﬁ, involved
Outside -of Chicago the figure was 10%, for a
statewide total of 15%.11

Age‘of Offenders

The distribution of known offender ages
attributed to a single offender (Figure 3) resembles the pattern
of victim ages seen earlier in Figure 2 (page 5).12 The number
is low until the teen years, then increases’ very sharply until
Lhe mid-20s then declines steadily to about age .90. This pattern
is true for both male .and female offenders, altbough the female

'series is much lower in overall numbers.

Young people (15-24) account for more murders of the
elderly,; childrén, and other young people °than any other age
group of offenders. This was true both in and outside Chicago.
Every age group of victims, except for the 25-59 year olds, are
more often killed by offenders aged 15-24 than by. any other age

offenders. - The 25-59 year old victims are most often killed by
other 25-59 year olds.
N

'Because offender information ig unknown in more than 25¢%

‘of the murders since 1976, it is likely that multiple offenders

were {Evolved in a, number of these cases as well.

Because of the recoding of multiple offender information
necessary to create a victim-lével file, individual ages of
offenders in multiple offender killings are unavailable, and thus
excluded from Figure 3. There were 781 murders between 1974 and
1982 where police identified that the crime was committed by
Murders by multiple
offenders of the same age are included, as one vietim each, in
Figure 3. ' ” :

i

&) ‘ ‘13 4

it is included on the VLM file beginning in

in murders
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: Figure 3 | The vast majority of‘murder victims between 1973 and 1982°
. b were male. The same was true of the known offenders. .- Statewide,
NURDERS A . Al 85% of the victims were killed by males, and 13% were killed by
thS MTB]BUTED T0 A SINQGLE OFFENDER, BY OFFENDER RGE L g females. In 2% of the cases, there were multiple offenders, at
o SHREs TN VICUN-LEVEL mmnen FiLE, e least one of whom was male, and:at.least one female. This was
& mmggg?éﬁ;ﬂ,;gg_gg;g:xgg;nfug_gggfns : i true both for Chicago and for the rest of the State. - ‘
i io ° Because :the majority of Illinois murder victims‘and
: - offenders are male, it seems logical to conclude that murder is
. ; usually intra-sexual, Table. 6 shows the proportion of all
murders between 1973 and 1982, by -sex of the victims and known
: , offenders. Both in and out .of .Chicago, male offenders murdered
: 5k male vietims the greatest ‘percentage .of the time. The :next
: N : largest group was females murdered .by males.
B Table 6
: B - Illinois Murders - s
o by Sex of the;Victims and Known Offenders
. e e E T ,.5....«,,,.,,_“‘““,{ N ‘ i ) - )
: 1976-1982 1974-1982
o e ot Victims: Chicago Vietims: Not Chicago
o ) e st I n=4,159 n=2,168.
G : , _ Male Female . Male Female
X H e u»...«“..?........,.,,.,.‘,.m.‘; [ E Offender Sex .
: ,, O
{ ~ Male 70% 16% 57% 28%
g . [ E Female : 10 2 (Al 2
| - Mult. Offenders, , e
‘ About ope-fp ’ ] Different Sexes 2 o< 1 <1
,: jnf,.ormation is kn:p;lnr't:;epézu%) of all murders where. offefdar xr2 . o : X
nother fjrtp (209) of tr attributed to offenders aged 20-24 — :
aged 15-1g9, foun/nal € murders were attributed to off : ¥ fotal 813 19% 093 30%
o:g’alde offenders.// Whelloeffgggeps tended to be younger”tﬁaneﬁgg;ﬁ 6 _ l ,
5 en . ' ; A ‘
i fell ig‘f'ilhgveree by 15-19 yeap ofds the murders committed by male o *Totals do not add-to 100 due to rounding. Missing-
’ e category ’ oknly 9% °f murders by females [] ¢ observations = 2,365 (27%). - | '
| On the Other‘ - ) | - ‘ H ’ - . o B '
bfniig onl °1d3?ar;i§~sgg% o?lfiyrnlls!;;ers by females were committed r | - § e ur
i (Blum égndar;lsionslstent With othep sotidn;:upder‘s by males. These ) [ l ) Outside Chicago, females murdered by males made up a greater
. female Offende °ry 1978; Rafter ang Sta is of female murderers v i} proportion of all murder victims than did females killed by males
. | fact is pej 'S to be Slightly oldep thn ©, 1982) that found " in Chicago. Conversely, the proportion of all victims' killed by
;. Surrounding ngéieptobthe differences. a;:pn mi%}ee off{ender's“.t This [ l female offenders was the same Statewide.. ~ . .
iscussed S5 Dby males and fe Ty Clrcumstances ; ST e S “ ¢
further beigy. females (see page 34), and is 1 Throughout - the State,” the likelihood of a male or f‘emal§
e ‘ N being the offender jiis different for each'age group of viectims.
2 & Table 7 shows the proportion of male and female offenders by-
© 7 ' vietim age. DMur'ders of children ages. 14 and under were more.
‘ : 1 )4 ,3})) o f1 5
‘ . 'l
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[ ui Sex of Offenders L
B Fi T - The vast majority of murder victims between 1973 and 1982 ot
o . . = lgure 3 . f . were male. The same was true of the known offenders. Statewide, S
, ‘ [ ] 85% of the victims' were killed by males, and 13% were killed by
: . ) . Bogn females. In 2% of the cases, there were multiple- offenders, at pEs
} MURDERS RTTRIBUTED TO R SINGLE OFFENDER, BY OFFENDER AGE g least one of  whom was male, and:.at.least one female. This was o
; SBURCE: ILLINIS VICTIN-LEVEL WURDER FiLE. Vs : [ - true both for Chicago and for the rest of the State., y
B OF CHICAGA DATA FAON 16741963, T0IAL N-oagg. - ' - ' '8
e, o o Because the majority of Illinois murder victims. and s
@ e 5 aep offenders are male, it seems logical to conclude that murder is Lo
— . [ ﬁ usually intra-sexual. Table 6 shows the proportion of all : (o
o murders between’ 1973 and 1982, by -sex of the victims and known
5 : o :ﬁ offenders. Both in and- out of .Chicago, male offenders murdered : "
ll [ E male victims the greatest ‘percentage .of the time. The next s
' e e s o S largest group was females murdered by males. ’
: ‘% . B 4] 8
f R oo - [ j Table 6
: ?‘ T , 7 Illinois Murders - N L
; A : Ll by Sex of the Victims and Known Offenders . b
bt i | [ E | ” | |
¥ : <y Wb ¢ 1976-1982 1974-1982 ‘
I 1  Vietims: Chicago Vietims: Not Chicago ~‘
e I B n=4,159 n=2,168
' : Rl ) Male Female " Male Female =
- i [ ;E Offender Sex =2-c === == . Lema ¢ i
“ob Mnfn ;I;.N 800 fm iroo ﬂ_o'o s;.n 05,00 ‘M""ln‘ [ i Feﬁlale 10 2 11 ) 2 i "
. AGE OF OFFENDER q.. : : i
: U ’ Mult. Offenders, “ o : e
e [ ] E Different Sexes 2 <1 1. - <1
) D N e ~ . : .
SETI : e Alz/é).ut one-fourth (24%) of all murders where offender il i ) ' , ‘ ' Ly
information is known were attributed to offenders aged 20-2L. f' ‘ A : | : T
o Another fifth (20%) of the murders were attributed to offenders q I 7 » Total ' g1z 192 69% 30% S c b
S ?86(1 115-1?£ Iénown male offeriders tended to be younger than known .-\ = . ' f e
( lemale oifenders. While,K 20% of the murders’ committed by male ‘ * ; d t i Missi
V offenders were b -1 _ 4 ‘ : 1 Totals do not add to 100 due to rounding. Missing: : i,
j e o e catego;; “9 year olds, only 9% of mur-dervs by females [ ] observations = 2{355 (278). S | i
‘ b 250n Ehe other hand, 60% of murders by females wer'? committed ‘ J , : 5 : S : *
R ':f}i,ndifgg gf:Pcgigflt;’jgsﬁtgnlyﬁh‘s1% of murders by males. These i[ ] " Outside Chicago, females murdered by males made up a greater
o : : stent 0 other studies of Tfemale murderers i proportion of all murder victims than did females killed by males e
. (Blum and Fisher, 1978; Rafter and Stanko, 1982) that f 3 i -  vietims’ ‘
o female offend t ’ ) ’ ; a ound AL ~in Chicago. Conversely, the proportion of all viectims’ killed by
 Ottenders to be slightly older than male offenders. This ro= female offenders was the same Statewide: . el
I fact is related to the differences in the cecircumstances | ' o L EE R MR ; -
Csi‘i‘ggfs“sneddmfgur’g‘ggiefe Loy males and females. (see page 34), and is N Throughout the State, the likelihood of & male or féemale
i ‘ . o e . % - 'l being the offender was different for each age group of victims.
i . SN Table 7 shows. the proportion of male/ and™female offenders by
zf;{i ‘ viectim' age. Murders of children agfes 14 and ~under were more '
i 1 iy | ) RE
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xllkely to be attributed to female offenders than were murders of ; éﬁg;idgaglal 13 . Table.9 shows vietim and offender race £
teens or adults. Recall that it is in“this &age category that the wns., . ' ' i
viectims are'equally likely to be female, because child abuse is ) , I
performed regardless of the sex of, the child. . In addltlon, ' _ Table 8 A Lo S
: “because the degree of force . necessar'y to k111 a child is -1ablie. , | N
° relatively. low, a beating, performed by either a male or female , : i
: offender, can easily escalate into a murder. Statewide, females b R e N:mtsagr gg glg:;mgffenders* ' ~ L
‘were least 1likely to' be of‘fender‘s in  murders ‘of victims aged\ y- ac an xv n <~ L
A 15~ 24 : Lo, ‘ - ( | Mult. Offenders, '~
LS i ¢ v N N : . st
Table 7 s S R . ‘Males: = Females Plfferent Sexes ST
a 0 S Proportion of Known Male and Female Offenders . \\ Ciicago 1976-1982 7 Q.=.3_z_5§£ ‘ n=515 - n=87 o _ J
, .. by Age of the Victim . ‘ i ' - ’ o - . : =25
_; Chicago, 1976- 1982 and Not -Chicago, 1974-1982 [ ” E White 21% % .. 13% !
: ) Vlctlm Age ‘ 4& | Black . 72 - 89 81 o
| - n=338  n=1,920 n=3,586 n=439 - [ewﬁ Qthep - . T 1 . _
2 Offender Sex  Birth-1l4 . .= 15-24 * 25-59 60 and Qver: o : © Mult. Offenders, | . > 2R
1 R PR s : ' ‘ N , R . 2 A R \x( o . v o 3 . : ) R Lo . . ‘ 9\\
| Male 664 934 849 ) 804 ; i xj /lefereznt Races <1 <1 | 5 .
¢ o . : . S TR S : . . : S
: Female S 31 - .6 , 14 215+ = : - L JR oo | - ar »
o ; 3 ” . : [ b:}] . - Total 100% 100% 1008 .o o
‘Mult. Offenders : , ,, - : T I ;o - _ ‘. _581L _ - ' e
! le‘fer-ent Sexes, ] o : . 5 e E Vo Not Chicago 1974-1982 | n-1,‘856 n_284 n=26 |
| o S ! E " White (not Hlspanlc) 52% 48% 50%
*Missing observations = 2,409 (28%). Co T, ‘Black (not Hispaniec) 42 50 50 et
5 ] : ' - . ¢ , w. ¥ - o -‘U . / i /
, L S LY * Other A 6 | 2 o e
: ‘ : Race of Offendéfs : ’ ‘ }ﬁ Lo Mlllt OS?fendPr‘s, . | : ol
Despite the ”limi'tations on statewide conipamsons of race [Ti ) 'Dxfferent Races <1 < O“(
information, there are legitimate differences visible between ’ K o , .
murder suspects in and outside Chieago espec:Lally by sex of the R ) o !
murder suspests in | , : é[ l , . Total. 100% 100% 100%
Outside of Chicago, there ls little relation between rase i1 rpeissing chervations « 2310 (10, Wi represent che
and sex of offenders. About half of all offenders, of either i[-a l offender, not the number of offenders. In Chlcago "White" and
sex, were white. In Chicago, however, sex does seem to be- it e o oe ’ - ; A . ’ (
! : 80, ’ Y "Black"™ include Hispanies Qutside Chicago, "Other" includes
associated with offender race. Wlf\lle more .than one-quarter of W . Hispaniecs. ' * g R
male offenders there were whlte, only one- tenth of”’ the female ¥ l pani *
offenders were white, . [ S ' W
" ‘Murder in Illinois is. gene}'a.u.ly 1ntre,-r'a01al In Chleago, | ;,w s
o intra-racial murders accounted for=91% of .all murders between B Y l “ . ’ 9
. 1976 and 1982 where the race of the offender was . known. Outside . i : —r . ’
o of Chicago, 88% of murders between 1973 and 1982 were g "3These righres were derived by tatalllng the number of
2 - ' : ' %w i intra-racial murders from each of the three race categories and #
» \ L o S o T v calculating percentages based ‘on the total rumber of: mur'der's.
* o i "‘}‘L.iil. :1



‘ . ’ . ho u:b “ D
e — e y - u\\_ ey i) L P s ey e = w = o
Both in and outside Chicago, in cases where offender . WEAPONS USED IN THE MURDERS - . v , B
« . information is known, black victims were almost always killed by ‘ v . ' e e 1
> black offenders. White victims were usually killed by white ° , The most common murder weapon used in the United States is a 21
: > offenders, but not to the degree that blacks were killed by 'fir‘ear-mi.\w The same is true for Illinois. Between 1973 and
lacks. These findings were especially true for Chicago victims. 1982, 64% of "Illinois murders were. committed with a firearm,
o, usually a handgun. ' The: proportion of firearm murders to total Ve
Table 9 : e murdeérs was the same outside Chicago as in the city. During the
. ; < - 10~-year period, handguns accounted for between 61% (1973) and 479% e
Vietim Race by Known Offender Races¥ (1982) of all Illinois murders. Figure U4 shows the total number i
. ' " ' of mu/.r"/d,/e rs, broken down into handgun and not-handgun murders. S
Vietim Race: Chicago, 1976-1982 The pattern over time of the number of handgun murders follows
' ’ . ' ’ : the pattern of total murders almost exactly. ‘ o
. . ‘ ; ‘White Black - . Other £ . ’
n=1,242 - n=2,884 =30 . h
Offender Race w i
« . . o Figure }4
White , - T76% o 29 239 ;
, ‘ ' 73~
; Black 21 98 33 ,"lm!a!‘.wlﬁnonelﬂ?_mHUR?ERS. BY HERAPON, 1973-1982
I . N - NOT HANDGUN MURDERS =
' . , ‘ TOTAL HURPERS -~ A
¢ Other 4' 1 K <1 ’ 43 o SOUACEs ILLINDIS VICTIN-LEVEL WURDEW FILE. |
Mult. Offenders, ' ‘ : |
Different Races 2 <1 0 \ _
. P— ¢ o E \ X
- Victim Race: Not Chicago, 1974-1982 ‘
5y ) White 4 Bﬁ.ack : | fon . } — VC? A
(not Hlspanl?) (rgq_t Hls/p?.nl-c) ° Other [ | \ i - Handgin . . \v B
n=1,2 " n=810 - 1 O e |
—_L_;'xj—’i ! - .rl—-m 1[,:,7“” y]i' K e <> . ot N py -‘;f""‘z-—--—f,—-"‘-‘r"" - o § ) ‘ }l:
Offender Race \/Li\i\ | | o 7 | ; 4[)[ , Pt ‘ | ) N'ot " ndgim . ,:
o White (not Hispanie)  85% 49 159 [* i o S o
“ B . , g . B ‘ T . ,‘?
Black (not Hispanie) 12 . 96 S T I ﬁ . ‘ L
’ . ) wy N . 4 ooy L _é; - - e - - - -
Mult. Offenders, C i ~ o 1 o TERRS, 1973 To ten2 '
Different Races <1 ’ 0 v ‘ 0 -, ’v[l ‘ >
~ ¥Missing observations = 2,370 (27%). 1In Chicago,. "White" S B ; : ,
and "Black" include Hispaniecs, -Outside,Chicago, "Other! _-includes sk -The VLM file allows for 20 specific categories of weapon
Hispanies. e : M > o g[ l ' codes. For the f,p‘u"’r';posles‘of.this analysis the weapon types have -
o RN "see Crime in the U.S., 1973-1981.. Handguns accounted
: . .}{[‘ﬁf ‘“l for an average of '50% of all murders nationally during these
‘ ’ ’ . i n, ‘ri?; year,..sf o . ’ ' ) ‘ ’ o L » W
. . :‘:' '1,‘ ﬁ»; Y . Ty, } B i P { i X
N :i l{; jl 3 “ - ‘ - v.‘, o o g"‘ K
18 ' ; " i " ) E ~ﬁ?" &y ﬁ(,v ; 190 . - K . ’ : ‘f o
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been combined into four groups: ‘(1) firearm (all types); (2)

knife (includes all cutting or stabbing instruments); (3).

personal force (includes beatings-with-blunt object, or with
hands and feet, drowhing, pushed from window, and 'strangulation);
(4) other (includes poison, arson, drugs, asphyxiation, *and
explosives). Table 10 shows the types of murder weapons used in
the more than 11,500 Illinois murders between 1973 and 1982,

“TaBle 10

Murder Weapons, Total Illinois, 1973-1982
~ n=11,573 )

Firearm- 6u4%
Handgun (54%)
Long gun (8)
Other/Unknown (2)

Knife = ' 19
Personal Force . 13

Other 3

Ihe distribution of weapon use in murders was generally the
Same 1in and outside Chicago. Although firearms accounted for
about the.same proportion of murders throughout the State, the
type of firearm used in Chicago_and in the rest of the State
differed. Specifically, the proportion of murders committed with
long guns (rifles and . shotguns) was higher outside of Chicago

~than in the city. The opposite is truevfor the proportion of

murders committed with handguns,

) In Chicago, only 9% of all firearm murders were committed
with long guns. Outside of Chicago, however, the figure was 199%.
Qne of_the factors influencing this difference may be that’ there
is a h}gher rate of ownership of long guns outside of Chicago
thgn in thg city. In 1976 and 1977 surveys of Illinois
residents, Bordua et al. (1978) found that about 5% of Chicago
res1ggnts adm}tted owning at least one long gun, In contrast,
outside of Chicago, .about 22% admitted owning at least one long
gun. ° Thus, outside of Chicago, there are proportionately more
long guns available to be used as murder weapons than in Chicago.
ngever, tpis "availability" argument does not explain the
difference in handgun usage in murders in and outside Chicago.
Bo?dua et al. found that admitted ownership of handguns was

Female Offenders S ///

; BaSeq“on previous research, one would expect f 1
offenders to use firearms less o}ten than ma: pes Sna-e
i ' n - al
Willbanks (1982) notes that an male offenders.
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Although there is a common stereotype of a woman wielding a
kitchen knife, the extent. of this stereotypes accuracy is
unknown. One study of incarcerated female murderers found
that women were as likely to use a knife as a gun, but this
finding is difficult.to interpret given the biased nature of
the sample. (1982:170) ; '

In Illinois, this stereotype seems to fit only-known female

murderers in Chicago. Table 11 compares the weapons used by .

males statewide, and by females in and outside Chicago.
Table 11

Murder Heapons,cby Sex of Known Offenders

1976-1982 1974-1982
: . n=5,415 n=515 n=284
- : Total Chicago Not Chicago
' Males#* ’ Females Females -
Firearm 65% ” 394 © 66%
Handgun (55%) (38%) (54%)
Long gun . (9) (1) (11 )
Other/Unknown (1) (0) (1)
Knife 19 . 4y . 21
'Personal ) ' . '
Force LI 9 5
Other H 3 _ 8 8

#Data for Chicago males begin in 1976. " Data for other males
begin in 1974. Missing observations = 2,478 (299%). T

Females outside of Chicago use guns and knives in about the
Same proportions as do male offenders statewide. In contrast,
known female offenders in Chicago use knives more than twice as
often when committing murder than do males statewide and females

~outside of Chicago.]

There are several possible explanations for the difference
in the weapons used by female offenders in and outside Chicago.
One is that women outside the city have more access to firearms
than do Chicago women. If one makes the assumption that most
murders are not planned events, but rather impulsive actions,
then weapon availability is an important fgdtor. In the course

15This may vary by Jurisdiction. For example, both male
and female offenders in East St. Louis use firearms 82% and 76%
of the time, respectively. Males there use knives in only 7% of
the murders they committed. :

21
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of an impulsive assault, the weapon closest at hand becomes the
murder weapon. If women outside Chicago have more firearms
available to them at any given time, then their proportion of
murders committed by shooting will be higher.

Bordua et al. (1978) found that 10% of survey respondents in
Chicago reported owning some type of firearm. The ownership
level outside of Chicago was estimated at about 25%.16 Thus,
people outside the city have about two and one-half times as much
access to firearms than do city residents. However, while this
could possibly explain the difference in the proportion of gun
usage in murders by females in and outside Chicago, it does not
explain the lack of a difference for males.

With regard to the "impulse murder" assumption, an
examination of the circumstances leading up to murders committed
by females found that the vast majority (90%) of these murders
began as fights or arguments. Unfortunately, because of the
limitations of the SHR data, it is impossible to tell how many of
these murders can rightly be called impulsive. Regardless, the
proportion: of murders by females that began as arguments is the
same in and outside Chicago. Thus, the impulsiveness of the
murders, coupled with weapon availability, does not seem to
explain the differences in weapon usage between female offenders
in Chicago and in the rest of the State.

It also does not explain why handguns are used more often
than long guns in murders in areas where long guns are the more
prevalent firearm. Possibly the answer lies in how firearms are
Stored-- for example handguns in a drawer versus long guns in a
In that case, while long guns are more
prevalent, handguns may b2 more accessible. Finally, there is no
indication of why knives are used more often by females in
Chicago murders than in murders outside the city. It is probably
fair to assume that females Statewide have equal access to
knives, especially in murders that occur in the home. Perhaps
when both knives and guns are available, the gun is the preferred
weapon. This inference merits furthker study.

Another possible explanation besides gun availability is
that women outside the city are more accustomed to using
firearms, especially long guns, than are Chicago women, while men
are equally accustomed Statewide. This hypothesis may have some
credence for female offenders, but probably does not hold for
males. Further research into the psychology of firearm usage
would certainly be enlightening.

16For females, the ownership levels were 5% in the city

and 7% in the.rest of the State (although the household ownership
levgls were higher, and thus likely better indicators of
availability), However, due to small sample cell sizes and

changes between the 1976 and 1977 surveys, these figures should
be interpreted with caution.

2
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Age of Victims

Although the use of particular murder weapons vaqies l;tt}e
statewide, additional differences appear when qompar{ng‘v1ct1m
ages, Table 12 shows the murder weapons used in Illinois as a
whole, by age of the vicg;m.

' Table 12

Murder Weapon, by age of Victim
1973 - 1982%

) n=503 n=3,400 n=6,6L40 n=939
Weapon Birth-14 15-24 25-59 - 60 and Over
Firearm 259 C o124 66 uhg
Knife 1y 19 .20 20
T orce 2 s 27
Other . 20 2 2 = 8

*Totals do not\add to 100 due to roundirig. Missing
observations = 91 (<1%).

Firearms are by far the most common weapons used totmurder
people between the ages of 15 and 59. More than two-thirds of
these victims were killed by firearms between 1973 and 1982.
However, for the oldest age group, victims aged 60 and over, the
proportion of firéarm murders dropped to Jjust less than half
(44%). Children, ages 14 and under, were least often murdered
with a firearm (only one-quarter of these murders). Thg post
common method of murdering children was by a beating or similar
These murders accounted for almost half (42%) of all
child murders, but only about one-tenth of murders of teens and
adults under 60. In the over 60 age group,. per§onal force al§o
accounted for many murders (27%). Although this percentage is
still lower than the firearm figure for this category,.lt
nonetheless indicates that the degree of force needed to kill
older people is less than for younger adults. Murders by arson,

in the category "other," were relatively rare in Illinois, but
_accounted for 7% of child murders.

Using the broad category of children aged birth to 14 masks
some important comparisons in the types of weapons used against
children of different ages. When the youngest age group is
.separated into victims aged birth to 6, and 7 to 14, these
differences become apparent. Table 13 shows that the younger the

[
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the degree of force necessary for a situation to become a murder.
A For instance, it is logical that child beating, or related abuse,
can easily escalate into murder, as people may overestimate the
amount of force sufficient to kill a child. Also, children are

most of the victims that were killed b i :
; y firearms and kni .
the older, and presumably less helpless, children. ives are

child, the more prevalent is death by'personal force, énd that g e
™
[

, Table 13 L [: n{} unlikely to be able to resist an attack by an adult. Thus, it is
Weapon - 3 - reasonable "that the offender will not be armed with a weapon
pons 08?373215321 Children i : )"k (such as a gun .or a knife) to perform the child abuse that may
o [g*WEE lead to murder: Still, 22% (n=66, the combined N of Chicago and
: ‘ M,Jf not Chicago) of murders of young children in Illinois from 1973
é;ica . : Birth-6 _ 5 ‘ngg to 1982 were committed with a gun or a knife.
~<21C880 n=198 , ‘n=140 [ugjiﬁ Murder weapons used on adults, by the same token, largely
Weapon : : B reflect the degree of force necessary to stop an older,
‘ : e ~ presumably larger, person. Young and middle-aged adults are most
Gun 94 ‘§ .often killed with the most lethal weapons: guns and, to a lesser
‘ 54% : b’ extent, knives. These weapons are most likely ‘to overcome, or
; Knife 8 Lo - L4 prevent, physical or other resistance from the vietim. Guns and
i ) a : 15 l;\‘ew » knives are‘used less often to murder elderly victims presumably
1 Personal I mpﬁf " because such victims do not have as much physical strength to
K Force . 65 . e resist as do younger adults. Thus, beatings are used three times
( ' : 21 : ”ﬁ‘Fm more often to murder older than younger adults. '
f Other : 18 [,‘ £ . . ‘ ’ . ~
L . 9 - As with children, where the younger the child the lower the
f . 7 i , ok degree of force necessary to cause death, with older adult
NOt:Cﬁicago , n=105 [ F@ victims, the same is true. Table 14 shows the weapons used
N . = ; n=60 : L statewide to murder victims aged 60 to 70, and ages 71 and older.
, 3 Weapon “ \ f | | -
\ . S ‘ i e Table 14
Vo . Gun " 139 | ‘ [;;:I} , :
R 3 o 28% ~ ’ “Tf Weapons Used to Kill Older Adults
Knife - 17 20 [ ﬁ} : ‘ 1973-1982
B Personal | o ey R
; Force . 38 20 2 Vlctlm Age
’ ~ v 7 n=574 n=365
: ' ptberk% 31 . 30 “~ Weapon Coe 60 - 70 71 and Over
. » Gun 55% 27%
In Chicago, a surprising 54% of the i1d vi | - -
: . A ; , older child victim '
g;%lsgﬁ:ﬂfhtflrearms,'and’another 154 with knives. fLes;;rﬁgg Sk 3 Knife C 19 H 22
oniere gaben to death. The youngest Chicago vietims, however [ ?Jlé Personal Force 22 36
the citle ty guns or knives less than 20% of the time. Outside I - .
severs yéld;recgiﬂii;fzzes fsﬁﬁzen the age groups is not as Other oy 45
. were killed with guns or knives onl [ } ' : s
gi ;§;<ﬁ§%;@ cgngyouag?p children were killed by these wenggg
on older children. ‘eslii‘g%gé and knlyes were used most often Both in Chicago and in the rest of the State, firearms were
outside of the city’werepm 1a T Chicago, younger children [ ] used to kill imore than half of the viectims in the 60 to 70 age, _
than young Chicago victimsore’ ikely to be killed in this manner & ‘group. Murders by personal force made up less than one-quarter .+ .
‘ ’ 1. of the murders in this age group. Conversely, . guns were used T
If the assumpti o ’ * : [”” |, less frequently to murder the more elderly victims, and personal
in advance, then ga;fgsl?gmadg that most murQers are not planned ;f' force was used in a greater proportion of murders of victims 71 .
" and 13 shed some 1nteresting light on E and older than in murders of victims 60 to 70. ) RN
[ e ’ ) B N
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i RELATIONSHIP BE‘I‘HEEN THE VILTIM -AND OFFENDER ' Rt
: , <The \Hdd data prov1de descrlptlons of the victim/offender 7§
: , ’ : relationship, when known through police investigation. The 33 .
° o possible relationship categories are grouped into three separate v
d L : Rancd t types for purposes of analysis: murders among family members i
Q- , R W : ' : oo (including?"common—law" marriages and step-relatives); murders e
5 : . i among friends, acquaintances and other people known to each other [
i o : ) ' ~»é$ (includes boyfriends and girlfriends, ex-spouses); and murders Y
; S among strangers. - Table 15 shows the known victim/offender Lo
,[;:];; ‘relationships by sex of the vietim. ‘ ' ok
o § ; ‘\15 / ‘ ) ‘j‘ . . ' ;).,é
4/ o | Table 15 o
l'.wji"i . Relationship Between Murder Vlctlms and Known Offenders “’%
Lok by Sex of the Vietim 1
[;;]33 Chicago, 1976-1982 and Not Chicago, 197#-1982% :
E[ *4N¥ ; | | | Victim Sex | ‘ ol
v‘%-f a L n=U4,735 n=1,388
@ ' #;" Male Female Sl
¢ ) I:" %? . Relationship ‘ .
o Family 169 42y
l:;:i} ‘ Spo%se/Common-law - (6%)° (278 : L
% : - ' 7 Other Known : 59 ) .- 46 ' {%
| ; . o : s . “Boy/Girlfriend, R i | . Us!
! 7 [i k, - Ex-Spouse (3% | (15%) ,{f
, . . . ; ) ’wti o : Strahger - 25 12 , ;L
] B [ D o X
o " , | ) s . T *Missing observations = 2,569 (30%). U ) ”é
.A'. \/ ‘ - } ¢ }
T 7R o . ; Mgi Both sexes are most often killed by people they know. 3
o h R - .e [‘ E However, female murder victims in Illinois are murdered by i
t - ' . ‘ o Rl relatives more than two and one-half times as. often as are male %;
gt ; o ~ .: , . *y, vietims. Of the women killed by a relative, 65% of those (376) g
: L : r W were killed by their husband or common-law husband. This P
v %[:;i]? proportion is.fairly similar in and outside Chicago. Conversely,
A only 39% (292) of the 745 male victims who were killed by

Qrelatives were killed by their wives or common-law wives.® .
]l Of the 642 female victims in the "other known" category, 32¢
‘ B (203) were murdered by their boyfriend or ex-husband. However,
[fwil of the 2,808 male victims who were killed .by people known to them
“

ex-wife, Thus, female victims killed by intimates (spouses,

W

Y N . \\f}

oy ‘ | - ‘ (not relatives), only 5% (129). were killed by their girlfriend or
‘ 5] . k“ . [a’Z 3 ’ §
26 ’ . N g 8
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common-law Spouses, boyfriends or ex-husbands) comprised 42% of
all female murder victims where the victim-offender relationship
is known, versus only 9% of male victims. '

One-quarter of all male victims were killed by strangers.
Females were killed by strangers only half as often. However,
because of the high number of cases where the offender and the
relationship were unknown, it is' probably fair to assume that the
real proportion of all murders committed by strangers is higher.:

There are a few differences between Chicago and the rest of
the State in the known murder victim/offender relationships.
One-half of murders of females outside Chicago were committed by
rqlatives of the viectim, but in Chicago, the proportion of
féemales killed by relatives was only 36%. Also, males killed by
relatives made up a higher proportion. of murders outside Chicago

(24% versus 13% in the city). , : ;

L

Female victims are very often murdered by family members,
especially outside Chicago. Likewise, female offenders very

often murder family members, especially outside of Chicago (Table

Sex of Offenders

In Chicago, half of all victims who were murdered Jjust by
females were related to their killer. Qutside of Chicago, the
figure was almost two-thirds. Victims of male offenders were
less often related to their killers, but outside of Chicago,
males murdered family members a greater proportion of the time
than did males in Chicago. In murders where there were multiple
cffenders of both sexes, victims outside of Chicago were twice as

likely to be related to one of the offenders than were victims in
Chicago.!

Agze of Victims

The relationship between murder victims and offenders in
Illinois also differs by age of the victim and area of the State.
Table 17 shows these relationships.

Statewide, children are more likely to be killed by family
members than is any other age group of vietims. In Chicago, half
of all child murder victims were killed by reélatives, while
outside .of the city the proportion was almost three-quarters.
Additionally, children were least likely to be killed by
strangers than were vietims in any other age group.

1_7Due to the small number of cases with multiple offenders

of different sexes, these results should be interpreted with
caution. : C

a
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Table 16 ~

tions icti : Offen&ers
ionship Between Murder Victims and Known :
Rela§1on P by Sex of the Offenden* -

Offender Sex

. . Mult. Offenders
Male ~ Female

Different Sexes
Chicago zgggg n=3,530 n=515 . 'gggg
Relationéhip S
Family 129 : 50% 17% N
“=Qther Known = 64 “ 46 | 56
Stranger : 24 3 27
Not Chicago 7&-82 n=1,570 n=276 n=2
Family 27% 62% 35%
Other Known 49 - 34 43 w
Stranger o oau g 22 N

¥Missing observations = 2,692 (31%). In Chlca%oé @3231ng
observations account for less than 44 per colgmn.d u Z;d 114
Chicago, 16% of male offender,_é% of femgle.o fender, |
of multiple offenders observations are missing.

: de icaj vieti d older were killed by
Outside Chicago, viectims aged 60 an _
reiatiges approximatély halii%f thinz%meé igpléggxfﬁig ;ﬁgﬁ?ﬁ?iﬁ
i ; * [3 a . ve "
this age group was v1qt1m1ze y re at;  In LSS eportion of
of the murders. This group had the g ANTARAAII
‘ e~thi f any age group, DOk
stranger murders (one-third) of / . BrouR, DOk s Eroup
. Chicago. As will be seen in the nex ik , 15
gggi“¥2d theghighest proportion of murders comnitted during the

course »f a felony.
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CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE MURDERS'

o~ - @ a

Table 17

Relationship Between Murder Victims and Known Offenders

S D The precipitating event, or the circumstances leading toia e
R - by Age of the Viectim* A

murder, are described in three general categories: (1) felony or
Suspected felony (where the murder was committed in the course of
another crime, such as rape, robbery, or arson); (2) arguments or Do
brawls (including alcohél or drug influenced fights; lover's ‘ Bt
triangles); and (3) other Kiqc&uging institutional, gang related, R
and some chdild abuse killings).!8 Table 18 shows the : \
circumstances, where known, surrounding Illinois murders between ST
1976 and 1982.19 - o ._ ' : u S

) a3 @ © o . AT N
E ) . o . T

. , . Vietim Age

J . | Birth-14 152!
: - _ 5 - 5=2) 25-
/ o Chicago 76-82 . n=217 n=1,369 nes ggg 6O-zgg6$f§ri

Relationship

L0 ,
Family ) ﬁ 499 9% 19% 17% " C ‘ s
Other Known 39 68 6O ; . _ . S » , Table‘ja

St : L ~ Circumstances Surrounding Illihois Murders ‘, : T
ranger 12 23 22 33 o | .- 1976-1982 | K IR
‘“ . _ : o N : v n=6,010 ’ o e

[ > . =

- Not Chicago 76-82 n=115 n=496 - n=1,107 e+ .~ - Felony 39%

- : D=1, 107 ‘n=143 ,
Relationship - “ “ : , I

. Argument - - 57 , . o s

9 “ . o g . N N
ﬁXR ,- . Family - ‘ 71% 19% 329 §9q Other - '5

, Other Known 23 = 55 48 i : 32 N r ,
’ B St o ! - : o ®¥Totals do not add to 100 due to rounding. Missipé
U -wtranger 6 25 20 19 | " obseryations = 1,990 (25%). ‘ ~ S

[y

Ry

CA ¥Missing observations = 2,610 (30%). L S .
q , 2 ¢ A ~ Statewide, murders resulting from an argument or brawl
accounted for more than half of all murdérs where the
. , , o circumstanceés were known. Murders committed during the course of
o - . R e : . ; e a felony accounted for 39% annually.® This proportion ranged from
oo 0, . The victims least likely to-be murdered by relatives were.-" [;:]ﬁ 18 | o P
E o the 15 to 24 year olds. Both in and outside Chicago, these S ‘ * 1%pecause of descriptive limitations of the circumstance
z}etxms“were.kllled by -relatives one-tenth and one-fifth* of the o e codes available to agencies reporting to the SHR, there may be
: ime, respectively. o l: ¥ .some overlap between categories. Usually, the police code the
o B : T ‘ . . E R most serious offense., For example, a person commits arson after .
‘ o ' s i having an argument. with the.owner of the building, and some :
: [:”“ 5 residents are killed. The circumstances of this murder offénse
~g~4" = Would be coded as arson. Or after a fight in,which someone is ¢ -
gg - killed, the offender, as an-afterthought, takes the victim's
: - wallet. 1In this case, the circumstances would be coded as
. robbery. However, it is impossible to check the consistency of
the c?ging without a case-by-case audit. . ’ -
; Because of coding changes beginning in 1976, it is
difficult to compare the circumstances of the earlier years with
those of the'later years. For example, before 1976, circumstance
,codes such as "spouse ‘killed spouse" and "parent killed child" - -
were used, along with~the regular relationship codes. Such °© =
circumstance codes do not provide the information necessary to .
‘categorize the murders as either felony, argument or other. o5
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a low of 32% in 1978 to a high of 42% in 1976. However, there

seems to be no consistent increasing or decreasing trend in the
proportion of murders that are known to have begun as felonies.

There is moderate variation between Chicago and the rest.of
the State in the circumstances’surrounding murders., In Chicago,
felonies comprise a higher percentage of all murders where the
circumstances are known (41% versus 32% outside of the city).

Fights or brawls make up a higher percentage of murders outside -

Chicago (66% versus 54% in the city). This helps explain the
high proportion of murders between relatives outside of Chicago.
It is logical that family members will be killed more often as a
result of an argument rather than in the course of a felony.
Females outside Chicago were killed during the course of a felony
in only 32% of the cases, while females in Chicago were killed
during the commission of a felony in almost half of the murders

(48%).
Age of Victims

The circumstances surrounding murders 21lso varies by the age
of the viectim. Table 19 shows the circumstances of the murders
by age of the vietim and by area of the State.

Table 19 includes all of the cases where the circumstances
surrounding the murders were unknown. In Chicago, the
circumstances of the murders were known in more than 80% of the
murders of victims aged 15 and above, However, the circumstances
are known only in about 40% of the murders of children. This may
be an artifact of the coding scheme of the SHR/VLM file. There
is no specific code for "child abuse" murders, so it is likely

that many such cases are coded as either "other" or "unknown™
circumstances,

Outside Chicago, the percent of murders where the
circumstance information is missing was higher for ‘every age
group than for the corresponding: age group in Chicago.
Circumstance infermation was known in less than 60% of all
murders outside of -Chicago. Again, the category with the highest
number of unknowns was the youngest age group, where more than
two-thirds of the cases were missing circumstance information.

Statewide, victims aged 60 and over were more likely to be
killed during the commission of a felony (robbery, burglary,
ete.) than any other age group. In Chicago, almost two-thirds
of the older victims were killed under these circumstances.
Outside the city, the proportion was much less (37%), but there
was a higher percentage of cases missing e«ircumstance

information. Many of those missing cases may be, in fact, felony
murders.

32

e

s . Table 19
Circumséahcﬁs?Sufrdﬁﬁdiﬁg Murders
.by Age of ‘the Victim, 1976-1982%

o ot ., e Vietim Age.

‘ ; - ﬁi{thTTQ:Q“mﬁlij%WLbé .25~59 60 and Over
Chicago B _@1”“’"‘.’“f"n':"‘if’f78’é " n=3,238 n=410
”Circumééances o ) | : t

Felony ) WEQ%T § 25%v. ;“4‘36% o 63%
Argument . “i8 R 47 750 19.
Other 13 10 1 .6
Unknown 59 18 13 12

S
Not Chicago n=12 g=6é8 n=1,305 n=205
Circumstances N |
Felony 20% 15% 149 37%
Argument . 6 39 By 13
Other 6 Ty 1 <1
Unknown 68 %E’JJ 41 50

* Missing observations = 72 (<1%).

Vietims of female offenders were almost always killed during
an argument or brawl (or lover's triangle). Victims of male
offenders were less often killed under these circumstances, but
more often (25% of the time) killed during the course of a
felony. Interestingly, viectims killed by multiple offeqders of
different sexes were most often killed dqring the commission of a
felony.

The high proportion of "argument/fight" murders committed by
female 'offenders probably includes what are arguably "self
defense" murders. The SHR has circumstance codes for
"justifiable homicides,” but these are used only in cases where
the victim was committing a felony when he/she was killed. Such
cases include a police officer killing a bank robber, or a

33
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citizen killing a home invader, Cases where a woman kills her
husband while he is beating or~otherwise attacking her probably
o are counted on the SHR as "argument" prather than "justifiable
L homicide." ‘ ‘

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This paper has described murders committed in Illinois
between 1973 and 1982, The 10 years of vyvictim-level data
provided a good overview of the characteristics of murder victims
Table 20 - and murder situations. However, due to the limitations of the

: i data set, the findings of this report provide only basic
descriptions about murder in Illinois. Indeed, several important
questions remain unanswered:

Circumstances Sufrounding Murders
by Sex of Known Offenders, 1976-1982#%

- Offender Sex e Why do female offegders outside Chicago use firearms as
often as men in their murders, but female offenders in Chicago
n=3,970 n=594 n=90 Hi| tend to use knives and guns equally as often? Are women outside
Mult. Offenders H the city more accustomed to using firearms?
: Males - Females  Different Sexes §[ ‘]

Circumstances — A - By e Why are 22% of all murder victims ages six and under
; killed with either guns or knives, when much less force is

Felony 259% . 6% 649 [“ ‘1) necessary to kill the child?
Argument 70 89 36 1 ‘e Why do offenders outside Chicago kill famil~ members a
b P higher proportion of the time than do city offenders? Similarly,
' Other 5 . 5 : 0 %[ why do male offenders outside Chicago kill females

proportionately more than city males?
*kMissing observations = 3,346 (ug%). e Why are female victims over the age of 60 more likely to

: be white, both in and outside Chicago, than are victims in any
other age group? : ‘

While the above questions may be examined in future
research, there remains much untapped information on the VLM file
database. Further analyses could examine individual
jurisdictions other than Chicago; urban/rural differences could

" be studied; and trends over time in different variables could be
compared.
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Beginning in 1980, the FBI asked all agenéies that report to
the .UCR program to begin to report "ethnicity" in addition to

race. The agencies were, given the choice of reporting in one of
two possible: formats: . ‘ : ‘

it
T
Hﬂh.‘"_‘ o

Y4

I

1. Combined Format (Single Variable)

#
¥
i*'

--White, not of Hispanic origin
. - --Black, not of Hispanic origin
o ; =N --Asian or Pacific Islander
--American Indian or Alaskan Native

:'; | 2. Separate Format (Two Variables)

£ e | Race Ethnicity -
) x\\{\ 4 3
F | N ;l% © =-White -~ . =--Hispanic origin
; i --Black --Not of Hispanic
; 1 ' --Asian or Pacific Islander : origin.
f >;| --American Indian or Alaskan
| = Native

Using the combined format, all Hispanies, whether white or
black, are combined into one' category. The advantage of this
format is that it" is consistent with the white, black, Hispanic

classification of earlier years. This is the preferred format of
IDLE.

s

ey

B
Hﬁi

Using the separate format, there are two pieces of
information for every victim and offender: their race, and
whether or not they are of Hispanic origin. Chicago is the only
agency in Illinois that reports race data in this format.20

Format 2 is the preferred format of the FBI.

Chicago reports to DLE in the separate format, but DLE,
tallies the data in the combined format only. Since only ‘one
field is used with this format, DLE puts the Chicago race data in
‘ this field, and ignores the Chicago ethnicity variable. For' this
| reason, Chicago race data since 1980 cannot be aggregated with or
) compared to race data for the rest of the state, and must be
analyzed separately.2! :

e

-]
Tt
u
Firecnk

2oChicago reports directly to the FBI as well as to DLE, and
chooses to report to both in the FBI's preferred format (race and
éﬂhnig}ty in separate fields). ,

According to the Chicago Police Department, race data
for earlier years is comparable to the post-1980 data. Before
1980, apparently most Hispanics were coded as white, although
there are a few coded as Puerto Rican or Mexican.
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