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TO: The Honorable Chief Justice
and Associate Justices of the
Supreme Court of Washington

and

The Honorable Governor of the
State of Washington

and

The Honcrable President of the
Washington State Senate

and

The Honorable Speaker of the
Washington State House of Representatives

This is the 26th year we have reported to the
judiciary, other branches of government and the public
concerning pertinent information regarding caseloads,
operations and administration of the state's judiciary.
We have coupled narrative descriptions with statistical
displays to present a statewide overview and have
included specific local data that describe those
activities in each individual court of the state.

The narrative information, particularly that in the
"“Outlook™ sections, summarizes trends and discusses
how new events have or may aifect them. The local
data should be useful to judicial and other governmental
entities in making workload assessments and budget
projections.

Most of the statistical information contained in this
report was derived from the state's automated Judicial
Information System. We are indebted to the many
county clerks, court administrators and others who
have contributed their data to our system and who have
otherwise helped in making this report possible. | would
like to acknowledge the continuing support of the
Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals, the Superior
Court Judges' and Washingtcn State Magistrates Asso-
ciations, the Judicial Council and the Washington State
Bar Association.

Respecthb\/jubmitted .
J .

Jameé R. Larsen
Administrator for the Courts
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9 Justices
Jurisdiction:

Constitutionality of statutes
Conflicting statutes or rules

of law

Y

—Direct appeals wherein actions of state officials are involved,
constitutionality of a statute is questioned, conflicting statutes or
rules of law are involved, or the issue is of broad public interest

—Aggrieved party has right of review when reversal in Court of
Appeals is not unanimous; otherwise review is discretionary

16 Judges (3 Divisions)

Jurisdiction:

—Appeals from lower courts except those in jurisdiction of Supreme
Court

) ( : g g
N v Y

128 Judges (29 Court Districts)
Jurisdiction: >
—Exclusive original jurisdiction over all civil matters involving dollar

amounts over $5,000°; title or possession of real property; cases

sic |

involving legality of any tax, impost, assessment or toll; probate
and domestic matters

—Original jurisdiction over all criminal cases amounting to felony

—Original jurisdiction over all other criminal cases not otherwise
provided by law

—Exclusive original jurisdiction over juvenile matters

—Appeals from Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (heard de novo or
appeal on the record for error of law)

(72 Courts)

Municipal Courts (sscouns

Established by cities

Established by counties
Jurisdiction:
—Civil actions involving $5,000 or ‘less*

—Small claims —Traffic matters

—Misdemeanors and gross misde-
meanors with maximum fine of $1,000
or less and/or jail sentence of one year
or less

—Felony matters for preliminary hearings

Provide court services directly to 96

municipalities

Jurisdiction:

—Violations of municipal ordinances
(maximum fine of $500 and/or jail sen-
tence of 6 months or less)

Indicates route of

appeal Figure 1 *Amount will be increased to $7,500 effective July 1,

1983.
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OVERVIEW, 1982

Appellate court caseloads continued to rise in 1982 while
those in lower courts, following an extended period of growth,
appeared to moderate. Despite the slight decline in filings at the
trial court level, pressure on court resources remained high,
especially in courts of limited jurisdiction where the number of
proceedings actually rose. Further, some of the more time-
consuming types of cases — torts and robbery/theft in
superior courts and driving-while-intoxicated (DWI) cases at the
district/municipal level — continued to increase.

The sustained demand for appellate review of trial court
decisioris highlights the impact that activity at lower court ievels
can have on the Court of Appeals and the state Supreme
Court. In 1980, following a protracted period of growth,
superior court filings reached their highest peak. Two years
later, appellate courts continued to feel the effect.

Of the two appellate courts, only the Supreme Court has the
broad, discretionary power to limit the number of cases it
hears. But in 1982, the high court continued to hand down
decisions with far-reaching consequences, illustrating the fact
that the significance of this court and its decisions extends well
beyond the mere number of cases it reviews.

The Court of Appeals responded to the always-increasing
pressures for its review by issuing more opinions and disposing
of more cases than in the previous year. These efforts resulted
in notable increases in judicial productivity: in 1982, the number
of dispositions per judge (163.2) was almost twice that of a
decade before. But despite these efforts, pending caseload
figures crept up, pushed by the ever-increasing number of fil-
ings.

Because of the demands placed on the limited resources of
the Court of Appeals, its needs became the focus of attention
of a statewide task force on court congestion and delay.
Extensive case-prccessing analyses, prepared with the guid-
ance of the Appellate Court Research and Statistics Committee
(ACRES), provided task force members with new insights into
the magnitude of the problems faced by this court. As a result,
the group’s report to the Legislature contained
recommendations for changes in court rules and statutes that
would enable the court to handle cases more expeditiously and
allow discretionary review of district court cases that have
already been reviewed on appeal to the superior court.

At the superior court level, filings declined for the second
year in a row. This appears to be at least partly due to a
reduction in appeals from courts of limited jurisdiction, resulting
from the electronic recording of their proceedings, a procedure
instituted the previous year. It is noteworthy that, the overall
decrease in superior court filings reflects a drop in civil and

juvenile cases, not in adult criminal matters. Dispositions in
1982 remained at the level recorded in 1981, indicating that
some progress was made toward reducing the courts’ backlog.
This was accomplished with fewer ftrials than in 1981.

Caseload figures leveled off for courts of limited jurisdiction
in 1982, following the surge caused by the major procedural
and jurisdictional changes imposed upon them during the
previous two years, With the exception of DWI's, there was a
general, significant drop in new filings. In the face of greater
public concern and increased emphasis by law enforcement
agencies, DWI citations swelled by 20 percent. This in turn
increased courtroom activity, pushing up the number of jury and
nonjury trials. Court resources were also strained by an
increase of mitigation hearings, an option created in 1981 with
the decriminalization of minor traffic offenses.

Many of the policies and procedures adopted by state
courts in recent years to accommodate overloaded dockets
are beginning to demonstrate their effectiveness. For example,
King County Superior Court's mandatory arbitration program,
has given that court earlier control of its civil caseload and has
helped in the expedition of these cases. And, a survey has
shown that lawyers and pro se litigants are pleased with the
speed and fairness of results they obtain. An issue tracking
capability, recently added to the Appellate Court Records and
Data System (ACORDS), is assisting the Court of Appeals in
identifying cases involving similar issues that are ready for
hearing. By setting similar cases for hearing on the same date,
it may be possible to facilitate a more rapid and effective
presentation of arguments and a swifter rendering of decisions.

In response to the changes and challenges faced by the
courts during 1982, many resources were mobilized during the
year. Judges and administrative personnel met as members of
professional associations and committees to draft ideas and
design methods to deal with issues confronting the courts in the
face of diminishing resources. Educational events, conferences
and other meetings were held to improve system-wide
communication and identify practical alternatives to improve
the judicial process. Improvements, both operational and
procedural, were made to the state's Judicial nformation
System to provide greater amounts of needéd information to
more courts across the state. These and other endeavors by
members, of the judicial community are part of the judiciary's
continuing efforts to improve the quality and assure the
equitable distribution of justice to citizens of Washington State.
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..state supreme courts play an zmportant role in‘makis :
decisions.and partzczpatmg in the state political s) em. On Such.

matters as ditorcelaw, persondl—zn]ury Iztzgatz@n. d the
powers of state and local officials (to nanie just & few), state
. Supreme courts often mak‘% [indl judicial decisions. By doing sq, .
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THE SUPREME COURT

Supreme Court caseload and operation statistics have been
compiled from the Appellate Court Records and Data System
{ACORDS), a component of the state Judicial Information Sys-
tem.

OVERVIEW

Filings in the Supreme Court reached 914 in 1982, the
highest level since 1969 when the Court of Appeals was
established to assume responsibility for intermediate appeliate
matters. Petitions for review (52.3 percent) were the most
frequent type of filing, followed by notices of appeal (19.4
percent). Discretionary reviews comprised the third largest
category of filings (17.8 percent).

Table 1, Supreme Court Filings;

.1977-1882
Annual

i Percent
Year Filings ’ Change
1977 638 ; -
1978 ; 654 +25% -
1978 ‘ 785 +20.0%
1980 767 - 2.3%
1981 : 863 +12.5%
1982 o 914 : + 5.9%

In 1982, the Supreme Court disposed of 888 matters, more
than in any of the five preceding years. Though the number of
dispositions increased annually since 1977, the percent change
has varied from year-to-year. The greatest increase (+30.6
percent) occurred in 1978,

Table 2, éupreme Court DiSpositions,'

1977-1982

o Annual

N . Porcent

Year : ‘Dispositions “Cshange

1977 v B2t —
978 = . 734 o +30.6%

1979 755 S+ 2.9% .

. 1980 , : 791 : + 4.8%
1981 : 830 A%
©1982 . . . 888 - S T.0%

Of the 888 matters disposed in 1982, 175 were disposed of
by an opinion and mandated to the original court, An additional
84 were transferred to the Court of Appeals, and 522, mostly
petitions for review and notices of discretionary review, were
not accepted for review by the Supreme Court. (See Table 15
for a complete breakdown of dispositions.)

Proroding naca hiank —

The number of cases awaiting hearing in the Supreme Court
remained constant throughout the year at 243 cases. In
contrast, the number of cases with an opinion or order in
process was 65 at the start of 1982 and rose to 91 by year's
end. Although this resulted in an increase in the pending
caseload from 308 to 334 cases, the growth was in cases
nearest to disposition. (See Table 13.)

INTAKE

Types of matters filed in the Supreme Court include appeals
of trial courts' judgments, petitions for review of Court of
Appeals decisions, personal restraint petitions, notices of
discretionary review, original actions against state officers (i.e.,
elected state officials) and various other matters (e.g., petitions
for expenditures of public funds, certifications from federal
court). These may be filed directly in the Supreme Court or may
be certified or transferred to the Supreme Court from the Court
of Appeals.

The 914 matters filed in the Supreme Court in 1982
represented a 5.9 percent increase over 1981 filings. This
growth was due mostly to a rise in the filings of petitions for
review (15.7 percent) and an increase in the number of appeals
filed in the Supreme Court (14.2 percent).

Supreme Court
Distribution of Filings: 1982

Actions Against
State Officers

2% Other Matters

Personal Restraint
Petitions

4% 4

FIGURE 2
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Table 3, Supreme Court Filings by
Type, 1981 and 1982

Percent
Type of Filings 1981 1982 Change
Appeals 155 (18.0%) 177 (19.4%) +14.2%
Petitions for Review 413 (47.9%) 478(52.3%) +15.7%
Personal Restraint
Petitions 54 ( 6.3%) 36( 3.9%) -33.3%
Discretionary
Reviews"* 188 (21.8%) 163 (17.8%) ~13.3%

Actions Against

~ State Officers 19{ 2.1%) 19( 2.1%) 0.0%
Other Reviews™* 34( 3.9%) 41( 45%) +20.6%
TOTAL FILED 863 (100%) 914 (100%) -+ 5.9%
*Includes reviews from both the Court of Appeals and superior
courts.

* "Other reviews include petitions for expenditure of public
funds, and certifications from federal court.

Filings of Appeals

There is no apparent trend in the number of appeals filed in
the Supreme Court during the last six years. Though more
appeals were filed in 1982 than in either 1980 or 1981, the
number of appeals filed in each of these years was lower than
the number in any of the three preceding years. (See Figure 3.)

in 1982, 66.7 percent of the 177 appeals filed'in the
Supreme Court were filed directly in that court and 33.3 percent
were certified or transferred from the Court of Appeals. These
percentages are similar to those observed in 1981. Since 1977,
the number of direct appeals has been consistently higher than
the number received via the Court of Appeals, but the relative
proportions have fluctuated.

Table 4, Supreme Court Filings of
Appeals by Source,

1977-1982
Appeals
Appeals Certified Total
Filed or Transferred Appeals

Year Directly from COA Filed
1977 141 (63.5%) 81 (36.5%) 222 (100%)
1978 134 (73.2%) 49 (26.8%) 183 (100%)
1979 < 154 (83.7%) 30 (16.3%) 184 (100%)
1980 116 (86.6%) 18 (13.4%) 134 (100%)
1981 106 (68.4%) 49 (31.6%) 155 (100%)
1982 118 (66.7%Y 59 (33.3%) 177 (100%)

Supreme Court
Appeals Filed: 1977-1982

200

150

100

50

3

1977 1978 1979 1980

1982
FIGURE 3

1981

The majority of appeals filed in the Supreme Court in 1982
were for civil cases as they were in each of the five prior years.
The percentage of appeals stemming from civil cases has oY
fluctuated between 70.3 and 81.0 percent over tne six years f’g
examined. Criminal case appeals ranged betwe in 190 and
29.7 percent during the same period. ’ i

Appeals filed for both civil and criminal cases were higher in

1982 than in 1981. Civil appeals increased 15.8 percent, and
criminal appeals rose 8.6 percent. ‘

Table 5, Filings of Appeais by Type,

1977-1982

Year Civil’ Criminal* Total

1977 156 (70.3%) 66 (29.7%) 222 (100%)
1978 129 (70.5%) 54 (29.5%) 183 (100%)
1979 149 (81.0%) 35 (19.0%) 184 (100%)
1980 103 (76.9%) 31 (23.1%) 134 (100%) B
1981 h 120 (77.4%) 35 (22.6%) 155 {100%)
1982 139 (78.5%) 38 (21.5%) 177 (100%)

*Includes civil, domestic, adoption, mental iliness and juvenile
" dependency cases. )

*“Includes juvenile offender and juvenile manifest injustice
cases. k ‘
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Filings of Petitions for Review

After three years of stability, filings of petitions for review
jumped 15.7 percent over 1981 figures. This appears to be a
continuation of the growth in fiings experienced from 1977
through 1979. Over the last six years, petitions for review have
remained in a ratio of about four for every one hundred
opinions mandated in the Court of Appeals. This suggests the
tendency to seek Supreme Court review of opinions of the
lower appeliate court has remained fairly stable in this recent
period.

Table 6, Court of Appeals Opinions vs.
Petitions for Review Filed in
the Supreme Court,
1977-1982

Petitions for Ratio:
Review Filed Petitions
in the per 100
Year COA Opinions Supreme Court Opinions
1977 657 291 4.4
1978 948 337 3.8
1979 1,108 412 37
1980 997 400 4.0
1981 1,087 413 3.8
1982 1,212 478 3.9

in 1982, there were more petitions for review of criminal
cases (57.3 percent) than for civil, marking the first time since
1978 that this has occurred. The 274 criminal petitions filed
represents a 33.7 percent increase over 1981 while civil
petitions decreased 1.9 percent.

Supreme Court
Petitions for Review Filed: 1977-1982

400

300

100

» If
.
. R
.

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982

FIGURE 4

Table 7, Filings of Petitions for Review
by Type, 1977-1982

Year Civil’ Criminal** Total

1977 136 (46.7%) 155 (53.3%) 291 (100%)
1978 160 (47.5%) 177 (52.5%) 337 (100%)
1979 222 (53.9%) 190 (46.1%) 412 (100%)
1980 226 (56.5%) 174 (43.5%) 400 (100%)
1981 208 (50.4%) 205 (49.6%) 413 (100%)
1982 204 (42.7%) 274 (57.3%) 478 (100%)

*Includes civil, domestic, adoption, mental iiness and juvenile
dependency cases.

“*Includes juvenile offender and juvenile manifest injustice
cases.

Other Filings

Filings in the Supreme Court also included personal restraint
petitions, notices of discretionary review, original actions
against state officers and other reviews. “Other reviews"
encompasses petitions for expenditure of public funds and
matters certified from federal court.

There were 36 personal restraint petitions filed during 1982,
which was 33.3 percent fewer than in 1981. Filings of notices of
discretionary review and reviews included in the “other"
category equalled 204, 18 fewer than were filed in 1981, Of the
204 filings in this combined category, 163 were notices of
discretionary review and 41 were “‘other reviews™ as defined
above. Filings in these separate categories are not available
prior to 1981, Nineteen actions against state officers were filed
in 1982, the same as in 1981.

—_—
Supreme Court
Other Matters Filed: 1977-1982 — 200
160 ~— 160
120 120
. .
80— — 80
40 ~— L 40

[ L.
1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982

B rcrsonal Restraint Petitions

Notices of Discretionary Review
] and Other Matters

o .

FIGURE 5
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Table 8, Other Filings by Type,

1977-1982
Notices of

Perscnal Discretionary

Restraint Review and Actions Against
Year Petitions  Other Reviews® State Officers
1977 4 110 ) 11
1978 1 123 © 10
1979 27 160 2
1980 55 161 17
1981 54 222 19
1982 36 204 18

*Other reviews include petitions for expenditure of public
funds, and certifications from federal court.

COURT ACTIVITY

'For the purpose of this report, “Court Activity" includes
dispositions, opinions mandated, and pending caseload in the
Supreme Court. While the Supreme Court is engaged in far
more activities than referenced by these categories, statistics
have been compiled only in these areas.

Disposition of Appeals

The court disposed of 26.9 percent more appeals in 1982
than it did in 1981. This increase followed a rise in the filing of
appeals in 1981, The percentage increase from 1981 to 1982
was greater for appeals disposed through an opinion (55.8
percent) than for those that were transferred to the Court of
Appeals {20.0 percent). Mandated opinions remained the most
frequent manner for disposing of appeals in 1982, constituting

48.1 percent of all appeals disposed in 1982 compared to 40.0
percent in 1981, .

. When discussing disposition of appellate matters by opinion
uf must be remembered there is a period of 20 days from the.
time an opinion is written and filed before it can be mandated to
the court in which the issue originated. The appellant or
respondent thus has a period of time in which to seek
reconsideration of the court’s decision, The statistics reported
for appellate matters disposed of with an opinion are based on
the .“final" conclusion of the matter with the mandate on
remission of the opinion and not on its filing, which occurred at
least 20 days earlier,

Table 9, Appeals by Manner of
Disposition, 1981 and 1982

Manner of ) Percent
Disposition 1981 1982 Change
Opinion Mandated 52(40.0%) 81 (49.1%) +55.8%
Denied or Dismissed 28 {21.5%) 25¢ 15.2%) -10.7%
Transferred to CDA 45 (34.6%) 54 (32.7%) +20.0%

Terminations 5( 3,9%) 5 (3.0%) 0.0%
TOTAL APPEALS »
DISPOSED 130 (100%) 165 (100%)  +26.9%

Supreme Court
Appeals Filed & Disposed: 1977-1982

200— ’_'
I 200
150 150
1007 100
50— 50
1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 e\,
D Appeals Disposed
Bl Aopeals Filed
FIGURE 6

Disposition of Petitions for Review

The Supreme Court disposed of 446 petitions for review
d}mng 1982, 4.4 percent more than in 1981, The growth in
dispositions for these cases reflects the growth in their filings
The number of petitions for review for which opinions weré
mandated (indicative of those that were “‘granted”) in 1982
was 60, 10.4 percent lower than the number in 1981,
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Table 10, Petitions for Review by
Manner of Disposition, 1981

and 1982 .
: I}
[
Manner of Percent
Disposition 1981 1982 Change
Opinion Mandated 67 (15.7%) 60 {13.5%)  ~10.4%
Denied . 353 (82,7%) 374 (83.9%) + 5.9%
Dismissed 6. ( 1.4%) 4 (09%) ~333%
Terminations — - 7 ( 1.6%) -

TOTAL DISPOSED  427°(100%) 446°(100%) -+ 4.4%

*Includes one-petition for review which was opened in error,

Disposition of Other Reviews

The Supreme Court disposed of 45 personal restraint
petitions, 175 notices of discretionary review, 18 actions
against state officers and 39 other reviews. Opinions were
mandated to dispose of 8.9 percent of the personal restraint
petitions, 11.4 percent of the notices of discretionary review,
33.3 percent of the original actions against state officers, and
10.3 percent of the other reviews terminated.

Table 11, Other Reviews by Manner of
Disposition, 1982

Actions

Parsonal  Nolices of Against
Manner of. - Restraint Discrationary State Other
Disposition patitions Review Officers Reviews
Opinion :

Mandated 4 . 20 6 4
Dismissed 10 8 10 0
Review Not , : ‘

Accepted 2 132 1 1
Transferred 27 3 0 0
Terminations 1 12 134
TOTAL ) :

DISPOSED 45 - 178 18 39

*Includes one casé opened in error.

Opinions Mandated

The number of opinions mandated in 1982 rose by 16.7
percent over those of 1981. Most of this increase was due to a
55.8 percent growth in opinions mandated for appeals. As a
result, 46.3 percent of the 175 opinions mandated in 1982 were
for appeals. Petitions for review accounted for another 34.3
percent of all opinions mandated.

Table 12, Opinions Mandated by Type
of Review, 1981 and 1982

Percent
Type of Review 1981 1982 Change
Appeals 52 (34.7%) 81(46.3%) + 55.8%

Petitions for Review 67 (44.7%) 60(34.3%) - 10.4%
Personal Restraint

Petitions 12 ( 8.0%) 4( 23%) - 66.7%
Discretionary
Reviews 11( 7.3%) 20(11.4%) + 81.8%

Actions Against
State Officers
Other Reviews
TOTAL OPINIONS
MANDATED
The number of opinions mandated is not the same as the
number of opinions written or the number of cases for which
opinions are filed. It is possible for more than one opinion
(concurring or dissenting) to be written for a single case.

Pending Caseload

A total of 334 matters were left pending at the end of 1982,
an increase of 8.4 percent in the pending caseload during the
year. Most of this increase was due to a rise in the number of
matters close to termination. In particular, the number of cases
with an opinion or order in process increased from 65 at the
start of the year to 91 by the end of the year. The number of
cases awaiting a hearing held constant at 243 for both the
beginning and the end of the year. Through a change in
programming of ACORDS, it was possible for the Clerk of the
Supreme Court to record when a case was stayed. At the end
of 1982, 28 cases were in that status. Prior to 1982, cases that
were stayed could have been classified anywhere in the
pending caseload.

Table 13, Pending Caseload, 1982

6( 3.4%) <+ 50.0%
4(23%) + 0.0%

4( 2.6%)
4( 2.6%)

150 (100%) 175(100%) + 16.7%

: Start End Percent
Awaiting Hearing of Year of Year  Change
Case Stayed' " = 28 -

Set for Hearing 101 94 - 6.9%
Ready ‘fo'r Setting ~ 5 7 +40.0%
Not Ready to Set © 137 114 ~-16.8%

Subtotal . 243 243 7 00% -
Opinjp‘n/Ordex ' ) k

.in Process -_65 -9 +40.0%
TOTAL-PENDNG 308 334 + 84%
Opinion/Order Filed o o

but Not Yet Mandated 44 59 +34,1%

*Case may be stayed at any point in the process.

There were also 59 matters for which opinions had been
filed but not yet mandated at the end of 1982, This reflects an
increase of 34.1 percent in this category during the year.
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OUTLOOK

Because of its discretionary power, the Supreme Court can
exeri substantial control over the quantity and content of cases
it decides by formal written opinion. The quantity of cases it
accepts is primarily based on the guality, or importance, of the
issues it is asked to decide. As a result, the number of cases
the court decides by formal written opinion fluctuates —
sometimes considerably — on an annual basis. There is no

reason to anticipate a significant rise in such opinions in the
near future.

This is not to say, however, that demands for Supreme Court
rulings will moderate; there has been a continuing growth in
filings in all but one of the last six years. Concomitantly, the
number of dispositions continues to rise — growth in filings one
year drives up dispositions the next.

Most of the increase in filings since 1977 is the result of a
growth in the number of petitions for review. In the last six
years, these have increased by 64.3 percent, In 1982, they
accounted for more than half of the court’s filings and a similar
proportion of its dispositions. Their impact upon the court's
workload, however, is proportionately less. Cases disposed of
by full, written opinions require formal proceedings by the fuli
court and thus consume the most time ahd energy of the court.
In 1982, 13.5 percent of the petitions for review were disposed
of by formal written opinions, and these constituted only one-
third of the opinions mandated for the year.

Most of the Supreme Court’'s workload is generated bv
appeals from superior courts which are filed directly or are

transferred or certified from the Court of Appeals. In 1982, « -
nearly half of the formal written opinions mandated by therg\
Supreme Court concerned such cases. The number of appeals ™ ;

has increased steadily the past three years and may 1iontinue
to do so as a consequence of prior upward trer 3s in fuperior
court caseloads, On the other hand, siight declines in" luperior
court filings in 1981 and 1982 may ultimately result in
moderation of this trend.

In recent years, the distribution of mandated opinions
between different categories of reviews has fluctuated from
year-to-year: opinions for appeals predominate one year, those
for petitions the next. But the absolute number of such opinions
has remained the same — from 150 to 200 per year. Since the
court will continue to make determinations on a case-by-case
basis as to which cases should receive formal written opinions,
changing distributions are likely to continue in the future,

The Supreme Court does not suffer the chronic backiog
probiems faced by the Court of Appeais. The number of cases
awaiting hearings dropped from 266 at the beginning of 1981
to 243 at the end of that year, then held at that level until the
close of 1982. Meanwhile, the number of cases with an opinion
or order in process extended from 65 at the beginning of 1982
to 91 at the end and those with opinions or orders filed but not
mandated increased from 44 to 59. In terms of dispositions, the
court’s productivity continues to rise and, therefore, it has been
able to stay in step with the growing demands placed upon it.

The

Supreme Court

st s

19

o

et e SAB—— = 5 b A i |

et Ay i

e e i et < ¢

Table 14, Supreme Court History of Filings, 1977-1982

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
APPEA"-S o= 66 54 35 31 35 38
g'nTmal 156 129 149 103 120 139
“{I"otal Appeals 222 183 184 134 155 177’
PE'T”‘-'(?NS FOR REVIEW | 156 ’ 177 190 174 205 ?74
g'm'rl“nal 138 _160 222 226 _208 204
v
' 400 413 478
Total Petitions. for Review 291 ‘ 337 412 ’
OTHER ’ REVIEWS ' 1 57 5 o o
Personal Restraint Petitions 4 ‘
Notices of Discretionary ‘ 51 290 204
Review and Other Reviews 11(1) 1?2 162 o 2 "
Actions Against State Officers —
Total Other Reviews ‘ 125 134 189 ‘ 233 295 -
TOTAL FILINGS : 638 654 785 767 863
Table 15, SUPREME COURT, 1982 ACTIVITY
| “ ' OTHER REVIEWS L
~——APPEALS PETITIONS FOR REVIEW, - Pers.  Discr.
Crim.  Civil ~ TOTAL  Crim. _ Civil 'TOTAL - Restr, OASQ? TOTAL  REVIEWS
FILED 38 139 177 274 204 . 478 36 19 259 914
DISPOSED ’ ' , a 75
Opinion Mandated 14 6; ?; 152; 4; 63 13 18 % s
Dismissed 4 , ‘ : o
Review Not Accepted S ‘9 12 209 165 374 2 1‘ 1 13
Transferred to % o4
Court of Appeals 12 42 54 0 0 . (; 2: C1) o o
Terminated 1 4 5 2 ‘ 5 - = o
TOTAL DISPOSED 34 131 165 232 - 214 446 45 !
PENDING AT YEAR END ; , v
Case Stayedd 0 6 6 18 2 fg g g (2) o By
Not Ready for Setting 18 59 7? 9 1 : 2 3 : 2 1 2
Ready for Setting 1 0 1 4 1 ; S 0 0.0 ! M
Set for Motion Calendar 0 3 .38 22 21 . : s : o
Set for Oral Argument -2 20 22 ¢ 9 12 ; s ; ~ =
TOTAL AWAITING HEARING . 21 88 . 109 - 62 33 g5 ; 5 N
‘ ocoss : 1 1 9
Opinion/Order in Process 13 36 49 19 14‘ .38 0 b - -
TOTAL ‘PENDING DECISION = 34 © 124 158 81 . 47 3 128 5 :
Opinion/Order Filed but SRR | 7 -
(N‘c)at Yet Mandated) ' (6) {9y  (15) ¥4 8) - (1}5)“_ (1) 4 (29) (59)

" a Original Actions Against State Officers. o e
b tncf}des pelitions’ Tor. expenditure of public funds and matt‘ers certified .from fec:!gral :court.
¢ Includes two (2) cases opened in error, one asa civil petition for review and ‘one as a pers
" d Case may be stayed at any point in the process. -

u
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THE COURT OF APPEALS

Court of Appeals caseload and operation statistics have
been compiled from the Appellate Court Records and Data
System (ACORDS), a component of the state Judicial
Information System.

OVERVIEW

In 1882, 2,870 new cases were filed for review in the Court
of Appeals, 2.5 percent more than were filed in 1981. This was
lower than the annual percentage increases recorded in most
prior years, but was part of a continuing upward trend in filings.

Table 16, Court of Appeals Filings,

1977-1982

Annual

Percent
Year Filings Change
1977 1,996 fom
1978 2,093 + 4.9%
1979 2,243 + 7.2%
1980 2,752 +22.7%
1981 2,799 + 1.7%

1982 2,876 + 2.5%

Division 1, largest of the appellate court's three divisions,
experienced a 7.3 percent rise in filings in 1982 relative to
1981, Division Il experienced a 6.3 percent increase, while
filings in Division Il declined by 8.6 percent.

Tabie 17, Court of Appeals Filings by
Division, 1981 and 1982

Percent

1981 . 1982 Change

Division | 1,398 1,500 +7.3%
Division I 800 | 731 -8.6%

Division i 601 639 +6.3%

Of the 2,870 matters filed in 1982, the vast majority (84.1
percent) were appeals. These had increased by 3.1 percent
over appeals filed in 1981, Personal restraint petitions
comprised 7.3 percent of the filings in 1982, down 20.5 percent
from 1981. The remaining 8.6 percent of fiings were notices of
discretionary review, an increase of 27.3 percent.

Table 18, Court of Appeals Filings by
Type, 1981 and 1982

Percent

Type of Filing 1981 1982 Change
Appeals 2,341(83.6%) 2,413 (84.1%) + 3.1%
Personal Restraint

Petitions 264 ( 9.4%) 210( 7.3%) -20.5%
Notices of

Discretionary

Review 194 ( 7.0%) 247 ( 8.6%) +27.3%

TOTAL 2,799 (100%) 2,870 (100%) - + 2.5%

Dispositions by the Court of Appeals reached 2,611in 1982,
the highest in five years. This constituted 163.2 dispositions per
judge, a record high since the court’s formation in 1969. (See
Table 34.)

Table 19, Court of Appeals
Dispositions, 1977-1982

Annual

Percent
Year Dispositions Change
1977 1,634 —
1978, 2,074 +26.9%
1979 2,233 + 7.7%
1980 2,151 = 3.7%
1981 2,476 +15.1%

1982 ‘ 2,611 + 5.5%

Opinions filed and mandated by the court totaled 1,212, Of
these, 411 were published opinions and 801 were unpublished.
An additional 1,090 matters were terminated by dismissal. The
remaining 309 matters included 150 reviews not accepted, 73
cases transferred or certified to the Supreme Court, 61
unpublished rulings and 25 cases which had been opened in
error. (See Tabie 36.)

Filing and disposition trends over the years resulted in 3,000
pending cases at the beginning of 1982. This rose to 3,069 by
the end of the year. This slight increase (+2.3 percent)
reflected a growth of 132 cases (+2.1 percent) awaiting
hearing and a decline of 70 cases (-28.6 percent) with an
opinion or order in process. In addition, 7 cases were stayed
after being heard. The number of cases with an opinion or
order filed but not yet mandated increased from 265 at the
start of the year to 470 at the end (+77.4 percent) reflecting
the high volume of opinions given during the year, (See Table
32.)

[
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INTAKE

Matters filed in the Court of Appeals are classified in this
statistical report as appeals, personal restraint petitions and
notices of discretionary review. These may be filed directly in a
division of the court or transferred from another division or from
the Supreme Court.

Filings of Appeais

During 1982, 2,413 appeals were filed in the Court of
Appeals, an increase of 3.1 percent over 1981. This increase is
consistent with the upward frend in appeals filed over the
previous five years. (See Figure 9.)

As in the five preceding years, the greatest number of
appeals filed during 1982 (97.5 percent) were filed directly in
one of the divisions.

Table 20, Filings of Appeals by
Source, 1977-1982

Appeals
Filed Appeals Total
Year Directly Transferred Appeals Filed
1977 1,662 (97.9%) 35 (2.1%) 1,697 (100%)
1978 1,736 (95.5%) 82 (4.5%) 1,818 (100%)
1979 1,877 (97.7%) 44 (2.3%) 1,921 (100%)
1980 2,165 (96.2%) 86 (3.8%) 2,251 (100%)
1981 2,246 (95.9%) 95 (4.1%) 2,341 (100%)
1982 2,352 (97.5%) 61°(2.5%) 2,413 (100%)

*Consists of 49 appeals transferred from Supreme Court and
12 inter-division transfers of appeals.

The filing of appeals increased 7.9 percent in Division | and
6.4 percent in Division Ill in 1982 relative to the preceding year.
In contrast, appeals declined 7.9 percent in Division Il

Table 21, Filings of Appeals by
Division, 1981 and 1982

Percent

1981 1982 Change

Division. | 1,199 (51.2%) 1,294 (53.6%). 47.9%
Division i 671(28.7%) 618 (25.6%) -7.9%
Division Il 471 (20.19%) 501 (20.8%) +6.4%

TOTAL COURT 2,341 (100%) 2,413 (100%) . +3,1%

Division | received 53.6 percent of the 2,413 appeals filed in
all divisions in 1982, while Division Il received 25.6 percent and
Division Il 20.8 percent. Civil appeals predominated in each
division, but the percentage of appeals filed for civil cases was
much higher in Division Ill (70.9 percent) than in either Division |
(58.4 percent) or Division Il (59.7 percent),

Table 22, Filings of Appeals by

Division and Type of Appeal,

1982
Civil Criminal Total
Division | '
Appeals Filed in 1982 756 538 1,294
Percent Within Division 58.4% 41.6% 100%
. Percent of Court's Total 51.1% 57.7% 53.6%
Division HI
Appeals Filed in 1982 369 249 618
Percent Within Division 59.7% 40.3% 100%
Percent of Court's Total 24.9% 26.,7% 25.6%
Division I}
Appeals Filed in 1982 355 146 501
Percent Within Division 70.9% 29.1% 100%

Percent of Court's Total 24.0% 15,6% 20.8%

Total Court of Appeals
Appeals filed in 1982 1,480 933 2,413
Percent Within Court 61.3% 38.7% 100%

The number of appeals filed in appellate courts depends
upon many prior activities, particularly the number of cases
tried in superior courts. The ratio of new appeals filed in
appellate courts to the number of trials in superior courts
continued its upward trend during 1982. The increase in this
ratio in recent years suggests litigants and defendants may be
more likely to appeal decisions of the lower court than they
were in the past,

Court of Appeals —_— oo
Appeals Filed: 1977-1982 N
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Table 23, Superior Court Trials vs.

Filings of Appeals,

Other Filings

Filings of personal restraint petitions in 1982 were 20.5
percent less than in 1981. All three divisions of the court

the Court of Appeals or between divisions of the Court of

Appeals. - o

1977-1982 showed declines in this area.
Civil Cases
; Ratio: Table 25, Filings of Personal Restraint
Superlor Appeals Petitions, 1281 and 1982
' Court per 100 : i
Year Trials Appeals’ Trials T
1977 7957 1,133 14,2 Percent
1978 8,446 1,160 13.7 1981 1933_2 Change
1979 7,384 1,202 17.5 Division | 117 (44.3%) 97 (46.2%) -17.1%
1980 6,658 1,418 213 Division i 82 (31.10/0) 61 (29.00/0) -25.6%
1081 7,393 1,404 19.0 Division Ul 65 (24,6%) 52 (24.8%) -20.0%
1982 6,688 1,633 22.9 TOTAL COURT 264 (100%) 210 (100%) ~-20.5%
Criminal Cases Ratio: The 247 notices of discretionary review filed during 1982
Superior Ap:e:;s were 27.3 percent higher than the number filed in 1981. Filings
Court per 100 in all three divisions increased in this category.
Year Trials Appeals® Trials
1977 2,763 670 242 Court of Appeals
1978 2,615 710 27,2 Other Matters Filed: 1977-1982
1979 2,790 739 26.5
1980 2,065 863 41.8 300 300
1981 2,315 948 41.0
1982 2,019 936 46.4
*"Appeals' includes those filed directly in the Supreme Court
or the Cogrt of Appeals. It does not include those transferred 200 L 500
between the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals or
between divisions of the Court of Appeals. (A total of 55
appeals  on probate, mental: iiness, adoption, and juvenile
dependency cases are included under civil and 102 appeals
for juvenile offenses and 53 for juvenile sentencings are 100 100
included under criminal in 1982.) '
Table 24, Superior Court Criminal
Dispositions vs. Filings of
Criminal Appeals, 1977-1982 :
B - 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
.Superior Ratio:
Court ' Appeals BB Personal Restraint Petitions
» Criminal Criminal per 100 [__j Notices of Discretionary Review
Year Dispositions Appeals® Dispositions FIGURE 10
1977 - 14,664 670 4.6 ;
}g;g :g-ggg ;;g g; Table 26, Filings of Notices of ;
1980 15.373 863 56 . Discretionary Review, 1981
1981 - 15,502 948 6.1 and 1982
1982 16,811 936 5.6 Percent
; . 1981 1982 Change
* "Criminal Appeals" includes appeals of criminal cases fited Division | 82 (42.3%) 109 (44.1%) +32.9%
directly in the Supréme Court or the Coutt of Appeals. It does Division |l 47 (24.2%) 52 (21.1%) -~ +1C:6%
‘not include those transferred between the Supreme Court and Division i : 65 (33.5%) 86 (34.8%) +32,3%

TOTAL COURT 194 (100%) 247 (100%) ~ +27.3%
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COURT ACTIVITY

In this report, “Court Activity” includes dispositions and
pending caseload in the Court of Appeals. While the court is
engaged in far more activities than are referenced by these
categories, statistics have been compiled only in these areas.

Court of Appeals

Appeals File* * Disposed: 1977-1982

2000 2000
1500 1500
1000 1000
500__] 500
1977 1978 1979 198 1981 1982
El Appeals Disposed
B Aopeals Filed FIGURE 11

Disposition of Appeals

The court disposed of 2,190 appeals during 1982. This was
7.3 percent more than the number disposed of the previous
year and represented the highest output since the formation of
the Court of Appeals in 1969. The number of appeals
terminated by opinion was 11.6 percent greater than in 1981
due to an increase in unpublished opinions (+22.5 percent).

This was offset by a slight decline in published opinions (-5.4

percent),

Table 27, Appeals by Manner of
Disposition, 1981 and 1982

Manner of ; Percent
Disposition - 1984 1982 Change
Opinion

Mandated
Published 410 (20.1%) 388 ( 17.7%) - 5.4%
Unpublished 641 (31.4%) 785 (35.8%) +22.5%
Total Mandated 1,051 (51.5%) 1,173 (53.6%) +11.6%
Dismissed

or Review

Not Accepted 844 (41.4%) 892 (40.7%) + 57%

Transferred 83 ( 4.1%) 61 ( 28%) -26.5%
Terminations 63 ( 3.0%) 53 ( 2.4%) -15.9%
TOTAL APPEALS

DISPOSED 2,041 (100%) 2,190°(100%) + 7.3%

*Includes 11 cases opened in error,

The increased disposition of appeals was mainly a reflection
of increases in Division | (+14.9 percent) and Division Il (+3.5
percent). There was a slight decrease in Division i (-4.8 per-
cent).

Table 28, Dispositions of Appeals_;lby “
Division, 1981 and 198'5} Y

H

Percent

1981 1982 Change
Division 1 1,015 (49.7%) 1,166 (53.2%) +14.9%
Division Il 569 (27.9%) 589 (26.9%) + 3.5%
Division i " 457 (22.4%) 435 (19.9%) - 4.8%

TOTAL COURT 2,041 (100%) 2,190 (100%) + 7.3%

Divisions 1 and Il disposed of more appeals by opinion in
1982 than in the previous year through an increase in
unpublished opinions. The number of published opinions
remained constant in Division | and declined in Division ll. In
contrast, the overall decline in opinions mandated by Division it
resulted from a decrease in unpublished opinions that
outweighed a rise in published ones.
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Table 29, Opinions Mandated for
Appeals by Division and
Publication of Opinion, 1981

and 1982
Percent
1981 1982 Change
Division 1|
Published
Opinions 204 (37.2%) 203 (31.7%) - 0.5%
Unpublished i

Opinions 345 (62.8%) 437 (68.3%) +26.7%
Subtotal 549 (100%) 640 (100%) +16.6%
Division I

Published
Opinions 118 (46.8%) - 93(31.7%) -21.2%
Unpublished .

Opinions 134 (53.2%) 200 (68.3%). +49.3%
Subtotal 252(100%) 293 (100%) +16.3%
Division il

Published
Opinions 88(35.2%) 92(38.3%) + 4.5%
Unpublished

Opinions 162 (64.8%) 148 (61.7%) - 8.6%
Subtotal 250 (100%)  240(100%) - 4.0%
Total Court of
Appeals

Published :

Opinions 410(39.0%) 388(33.1%) - 5.4%

Unpublished
Opinions *+ 641(61.0%) 785(65.9%) +22,5%

TOTAL COURT 1,051 (100%) 1,173 (100%) - +11.6%

Disposition of Other Reviews

The court disposed of 209 personal restraint petitions and
212 notices of discretionary review during 1982. Although most
personal restraint petitions were dismissed (82.8 percent), 24
(11.5 percent) were disposed of by opinion. The majority of the
notices of discretionary review were not accepted for review
(58.5 percent) or were dismissed (24.1 percent) while a small
number went to an opinion (7.1 percent).

Table 30, Other Reviews by Manner of
Disposition, 1982

Personal Notices of

Manner of Restraint Discretionary
Disposition Petitions Review
Opinions Mandated 24 15
Dismissed 173 51
Review Not Accepted 0 124
Transferred/Certified 5 7
Terminations _5 _3

- TOTAL DISPOSED*® 209 212

*Totals include two personal restraint petitions and 12 notices
of discretionary review opened in error.

Dispositions of personal restraint petitions declined in 1982
relative to 1981 in Division | (-20.5 percent) and Division Il -
(-43.3 percent) but remained nearly constant in Division Il
(=1.7 pe-~ent), for a net decline of 25.1 percent in the court as
a whole. Dispositions of notices of discretionary review rose in
each division, resulting in an overall increase of 35.9 percent.

Table 31, Disposition of Other Reviews
by Division, 1981 and 1982

Percent
1981 1982 Change
Division |
Personal Restraint
Petitions - 117 (64.6%) = 93 (52.8%) -20.5%
Notices of
Discretionary
Review 64 (35.4%) 83 (47.2%) +29.7%
Subtotal 181(100%) 176 (100%) ~ 2.8%
Division 1l '
Personal Restraint ,
Petitions 104 (74.3%) - 59(52.7%) -43.3%
Notices of
Discretionary
Review 36 (25.7%) 53 (47.3%) +47.2%
Subtotal 140 (100%) 112 (100%) -20.0%
Division 1l _
Personal Restraint
Petitions 58 (50.9%) 57 (429%) - 1.7%
Notices of
Discretionary
Review 56 (49.1%) 76(57.1%) +35.7%
Subtotal 114 (100%) 133 (100%) +16.7%
Total Court of Appeals
Personal Restraint
Petitions 279 (64.1%) 209 (49.6%) -25.1%
Notices of
Discretionary _
Review 156 (35.9%) 212 (50.4%) +35.9%

TOTAL GOURT 435(100%) 421(100%) - 3.2%
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Pending Caseload

A total of 3,069 matters were left pending a decision in the
Court of Appeals at the end of 1982. This was an increase of
only 69 cases (+2.3 percent) from the beginning of the year,
The number of cases awaiting hearing rose from 2,755 at the
end of 1981 to 2,887 by the end of 1982, an increase of 4.8
percent. The number of cases for which an opinion or order
was in process declined from 245 at the end of 1981 to 175 at
the end of 1982.

In contrast, opinions or orders filed but not yet mandated
rose during 1982 from 265 at the start of the year to 470 at the
end, an increase of 77.4 percent that reflected a high level of
court activity during the year. The majority of cases in this last
category will require minimal additional activity by the court.

Court of Appeals

Cases Pending: 1977-1982
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Cases for which opinions have been filed

but not yet mandated are not included. FIGURE 12

Table 32,ﬁ Pending Caseload, 1982

Start End Percent
of Year of Year Change
Awaiting Hearing
Stayed® - 74 -
Set for Hearing 590 436 -26.1%
Ready for Heafing 802 1,100 +37.2%
Not Ready to Set 1,363 1277 - 6.3%
Subtotal 2,755 2887 + 4.8%
Opinion/QOrder Stayed — 7 —_
Opinion/Order
in Process 245 175 ~-28.6%
TOTAL PENDING N
DECISION )\ 3,000 3,069 + 23%
. Opinion/Order Filed ; T
but Not Yet Mandated 265 470 +77.4%

*Case ‘may be stayed at any point in the process. Code to
record stayed status was not available from ACORDS prior to

1982,

During the year, the cases pending a decision increased
10.4 percent in Division Il and 3.9 percent in Division | but
declined 4.9 percent in Division |l

Table 33, Pending Caseload by
Division, 1982

wil :
"V H
B x :V

=y i
Percunt |

Start End .

of Year of Year Change |
Division | 1,632 1,592 +,:3.0%
Division Il 940 . 894 - 4.9%
- Division i 528 ; 583 +10.4%

TOTAL PENDING L )
DECISION 3,000 3068 + 23%
OUTLOOK

A number of long-term trends continued through 1982 for
the Court of Appeals. New filings increased 2.5 percent
compared to those of the previous year. Dispositions rose 5.5
percent over 1981, and the number of dispositions per judge
rose 1o a new high, nearly double what it was eleven years ago.

Activity in the superior courts and the proclivity of litigants to
seek redress through the appeal process suggests the Court of
Appeals' caseload will continue to grow in the coming years. In
response, the court must maintain its high level of judicial
activity for some time.
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The court’s central area of concern is its large backlog of
cases. Rising productivity of the judges has not yet been able
to do more than moderate the continuing growth of case
backlogs. Table 34 displays eleven years of pending caseload,
filing, disposition and productivity figures. It shows dispositions
per judge have increased markedly in the last two years and
were nearly twice as high in 1982 as in 1972, Despite this
impressive efiort, the absolute gap between the pending
caseload and the number of dispositions has widened in recent
years. This divergence has been fueled by sustained growth in
fiings which is anticipated to continue in the near future.

Superior courts are the source of the workload of the Court
of Appeals. Although the number of trials held in superior
courts has not increased in the last few years, the ratio of
appeals filed in the Court of Appeals to the number of trials has
risen. This is particularly true in criminal cases. Between 1977
and 1982, the ratio of appeals per 100 superior court trials
went from 14.2 to 22.9 in civil cases and from 24.2 to 46.4 in
cririnal cases. The climbing appeal rate is contributing to the
caseload problems of the Court of Appeals.

The Appellate Court Research and Statistics Committee
(ACRES) was created in mid-1981 to assure that standardized
information would be available for examining the court's
problems. The committee began examining statistical reporting
through the Appellate Court Records and Data System
(ACORDS) in order to develop uniform procedures for future
reports based on computerized information.

ACRES made substantial progress over the last year in three
main areas. First, it developed flow charts monitoring case

processing time. This information has been used by the Court
Congestion and Delay Task Force in their study of caseload
problems in the courts. Second, ACRES worked to identify
additional codes needed in ACORDS to record case
processing activities more fully. An example is the additional
status code for recording when a case is stayed. This effort
has helped improve the reliability of statistical reporting by the
courts for use in their daily administrative tasks and in present
and future studies of the appellate court system. Third, the
committee suggested a number of possible computer-based
reports that could be used for more efficient management of
the Court of Appeals. One proposed report, for example,
would compile statistics describing the length of time needed to
perfect cases. This information could then be used to evaluate
the need for procedural changes to improve case processing.
Reports of this nature would provide information for decisions
about daily operations as well as procedurai and policy
changes to the court.

ACRES' work was instrumental in the development of case
processing analyses for the Court Congestion and Delay Task
Force. This task force focused on the problems in the Court of
Appeals caused by its burgeoning caseload. In its final report
to the legislature, the task force endorsed recommendations by
Court of Appeals judges for changes to appellate court rules
and state statutes that would enable the court to handle cases
more expeditiously and permit discretionary review of certain
types of cases. Attempts to improve the efficiency of case
processing procedures and to insure full review of meritorious
cases can be expected to continue as the primary means for
handling the incessant demands for appellate reviews.

Table 34, Pending Caseload, Filings, and Dispositions, 1952-1982

Ratio:
Disposed
Pending per 100
at Stars Cases Cases Pending Dispositions
Year of Yea/r/ Filed Disposed Cases* Judges Per Judge
1972 J\BJB/ 1,243 1,005 1275 - 12 83.8
1973 1,026 1,244 1, 1%2 ) 110.3 12 " 043
1974 1,138 1,541 1,250 . 109.8 12 104.2
1975 1,429 1,819 1,439 : 100.7 12 119.9
1976 1,809 1,777 1,670 92.3 12 139.2
1977 1,915 1,996 1,634 85.3 12 136.2
1978 2,277 2,093 - 2,074 911 16 129.6
1979 2,296 2,243 2,233 97.3 16 . 138.6
1980 2,293 2,752 2,151 93.8 16 134.4
1981 - 2,909 2,799 2476 ~ 85.1 16 - 154.8
2611 80.1 16 . 163.2

1982 3,265 2,870

*Pending includes cases with opinions or ordérs filed ‘but not yet mandated. ‘
**A ratio greater than 100 indicates that the Court disposed of more cases than were pending at the beginning of the year,
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Table 35, Court of Appeals History of Filings, 197_‘7-:1982

o g s

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 L
APPEALS FILED ‘ : . ‘ Table 36, Court of Appeals, Total Court, 1982 Activity |
Criminal Appeals : : , : :
Division | 308 374 402 531 536 538 ! weree-OTHER REVIEWS
Division 1l 188 177 176 215 266 249 e Y o 7.\ - S— — Fers. Discr. ALL
Division 1 144 145 143 104 141 46 - Criminal  Civil TOTAL Restr. Rev. TOTAL REVIEWS
Total 640- 696 721 850 943 933 : FILED 933 1,480 2,413 210 247 457 2,870
Civil Appeals ' ; DISPOSED
. Diision | o 482 531 539 693 663 , 756 N
> Division 1l : : 296 320 337 387 405 369 Oplnlon Mandated
- . Division 1l 279 271 324 321 330 355 SUbhstﬁ . 172 216 388 12 11 23 411
o 5 2 = B g2 05 0=
Total Appeals g : : ]
ision 1 790 905 941 1,224 1,199 1,294 Review Not Accepted 14 12 26 0 124 124 150
Division ! ! ! ! : Transferred/Certifieda 15 46 61 5
Division Il : 484 497 | 513 602 671 618 , Terminated a1 7 12 73
Division Il ‘ 423 416 467 425 471 501 AL DSPOSE 22 53 5 3 8 61
C
Total Appeals Filed ) 1,697 1818 . 1921 2,251 2,341 2,418 : D 941 1249 2190 209 212 421 2,611
| PENDING AT YEAR END
OTHER REVIEWS FILED ‘ n
o Case Stayed 13 50 63 8 3 11
Personal Restraint Petitions o § . 74
~ Division | 60 47 65 137 w0 a7 Not Ready for Setting 473 661 1,134 73 56 129 1,263
R _ . an 111 a2 61 &% Ready for Settingd 338 723 1,061 27 12 39 1.100
Division’ 53 - 42 .82 £ Remanded to Trial Court f '
© 53 65 4 &2 4 rttor
Division i 30 53 47 65 ! : ) ‘ Action 11 5 3 , 0 . »
Total 143 142 174 313 264 (}%v 2}!,0 ] Set for Motion Calendar 1 0 ] 0 7 ; .
Notices of Discretionary Review : ' ' ' ‘l‘r | Set for Oral Argument 219 192 411 5 12 17 428
Division | 80 65 61 ' 64 82 ¢ 1bo _ TOTAL AWAITING HEARING 1,085 1,628 2,683 114 90 204 2,887
st : : . 7 . 52 ? ) '
Division f 38 25 40 58 257', . 86 j Opinion/Order Stayed 5 1 6 0 1 1 7
Division Wi ' . 38 43 a7 66 S : Opinion/Order in Process 76 85
g ~ o o 33 148 188 194 o047 o 161 10 4 14 175
Total o L 1w : ' o oo TOTAL PENDING DECISION 1,136 1,714 2,850 124 95 219 3,069
Total Other Reviews B . : (Opini .
= - _ pinion Filed but
Division | . o 140 112 126 201 199 206 f Not Yet Mandated) (237) (153) (390) (26) (54) 80 70
 Division 1 ; 91 67 102 169 129 113 : (80) (470)
Division I , 68 96 ; 94 131 180 - 138 3 # Includes both those matters fransferred to other divisions and those certified to the Supreme Court.
Total Other Reviews Filed ° 2099 275 322 501 . 458 . 457 j b Includes those matters disposed by unpublished ruling.
. « : e ) ‘ ‘ ¢ Includes 25 cases opened in error, Ny
TOTAL FILINGS ’ B ; i i 9 Includes those personal restraint petitions classified as “record on review complete.” :
Division | , 930 1,017 1,067 1,425 1,398 1,500 - » " plete. .
: Division I : 575 . 564 615 771 800 731 2 ‘
! Division Il ; ' 491 - 512 __ 561 556 601 639 ‘
TOTAL FILINGS, COURT OF APPEALS - 1996 2,003 2,243 2,752 2,799 2,870 ! 4
: ° - : 4
; : : 3
o«
2 ¢ ‘
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Tabie 37, Court of Appeals, Division | - Seattle, 1982 Activity : Table 38, Court of Appeals, Division Il - Tacoma, 1982 Activity
~OTHER REVIEWS-—--seevee ~OTHER REVIEWS--eeremacemme
APPEALS Pers. Discr. ALL . seemmeeesnnnencnes APPE AL S - ooommineamsmnneae Pers. Discr. ALL
Criminal Civil TOTAL Restr. Rev. TOTAL REVIEWS : Criminal Civil TOTAL Restr. Rev. TOTAL REVIEWS
FILED 538 756 1,294 a7 109 206 1,500 ’ FILED 249 369 618 61 52 113 731
DISPOSED . ) | DISPOSED
Opinion Mandated ) Opinion Mandated N
Published ) 102 101 203 7 5 12 2185 Publishfad : 44 49 ) 93 1 4 5 98
Unpublished : 303 134 437 6 2 8 445 j ) . Un.pubhshed 134 66 200 2 1“ 3 203
Dismissed 124 361 485 77 35 112 52; } ! glsmlsset\cli A o 77 16;/ 24111 . 52 6 53 “ 302
Review Not Accepted i4 - 6 20 0 40 40 i eview Not Accepte 0 0 27 2 28
Transferred/Certiiiede 2 14 16 2 1 3 19 . Transterred/Certified® ’ 11 24 35 1 5 6 41
Terminated 2 2 4 i 0 1 5 g Terminated : 2 8 10 1 1 2 12
TOTAL DISPOSED . 547 6190 1,166 93 83 176 1,342 ’ TOTAL DISPOSED 271 3180 589 58 53¢ 112 701
PENDING AT YEAR END ) ; PENDING AT YEAR END '
Case Stayed 5 7 12 0 3 3 . 15 3 p Case Stayed 2 25 27 0 0 0 27
Not Peady for Setting 276 324 600 60 30 . 9 690 ¥ Not Ready for Setting : 17 177 294 7 14 21 315
Ready for Setting 146 429 575 0 5 5 580 oy § Ready for Setting® 148 181 329 15 3 18 347
Remanded to Trial Court for " %’.é Remanded to Trial Court for
Action g ! 11 R 12 1 0 1 13 Action : 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Set for Motion . Calendar 0 : 0 0 : 0 0 0 N 0 N Set for Motion Calendar 0 : 0 0 0 0 0 0
Set for Oral Argument 114 62 T 176 3 9 12 - 1('l§ - ~Set for Oral Argument . 67 91 158 0 2 2 160
TOTAL AWAITING HEARING 552 823 1,375 64 47 111 “1,4U6 TOTAL AWAITING HEARING 334 474 808 22 19 41 849
Opinion/Order Stayed 4 o 4 0 0 o - ' 4 ~ Opinion/Order Stayed 0 1 1 0 0 0 1
Opinion/Order in Process 52 42 94 - 5 3 8 : 102 ., Opinion/Order in Process 16 26 42 1 1 2 44
TOTAL PENDING DECISION 608 865 1,473 69 . " 50 119 1,592 TOTAL PENDING DECISION 350 - ) 501‘ 851 23 ) 20 43 894
(Opinion Filed but : (Opinion Filed but , |
Not Yet Mandated) (166) (66) (232) (1) +(20) (21) (253) ; Not Yet Mandated) i (46) (42) - (88) (17) (29) (46) - (134)
a Includes both those matters transferred to other divisions and those certified toﬁ the Sppreme Court, . 2 Includes both those matters t(ansferred to other divisions and those certified to the Supreme Court.
b Includes one case opened in error. . ’ ::ng:uges :hreeC:as:s osen:c{n’ne;gfr. B
ncludes two cases opened i .
, d Includes nine cases. opened in error.
}r ¢ Includes those personal restraint petitions. classified as 'record on review complete.”
[
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Table 39, Court of Appeals, Division lll - Spokane, 1982 Activity

mmevemieee—-QTHER REVIEWS--reeemremee

APPEALS ——--reeeeraeaemmne Pers. Discr. ALL
Criminal Civil TOTAL Restr. Rev. TOTAL REVIEWS
FILED 146 355 501 52 86 138 639
DISPOSED
Opinion Mandated
Published 26 66 92 4 2 6 98
Unpublished 46 102 148 4 1 5 153
Dismissed 22 115 137 44 10 54 191
Review Not Accepted 0 5 5 0 57 57 62
Transferred/Certifieda 2 8 10 2 1 3 13
Unpublished Rulings 27 12 39 3 2 5 44
TOTAL DISPOSED 123 3120 435 57 76¢ 133 568
PENDING AT YEAR END
Case Stayed 6 18 24 8 0 8 32
Not Ready for Setting 80 160 240 6 12 18 258
Ready for Setting? 44 113 157 12 4 16 173
Remanded to Trial Court for
Action 0 1 1 0 0 0 1
Set for Motion Calendar 1 0 1 0 7 7 . 8
Set for Oral Argument 38 39 77 2 1 3 . 80 f
TOTAL AWAITING HEARING 169 331 500 28 24 52 " /562 ,';*
o
Opinion/Order Stayed 1 0 1 0 i 1 4 2
Opinion/QOrder .in Process 8 17 25 4 0 4 ‘29
TOTAL PENDING DECISION 178 348 526 32 25 57 583
(Opinion Filed but "
Not Yet Mandated) (25) (45) (70) (8) (5) (13) (83)
a2 Includes both those matters transferred to other divisions. and those certified to the Supreme Court.
b Includes four cases opened in error.
¢ ncludes three cases opened in error.
@ Includes those personal restraint petitions classified as "record on review complete.”
processed Tlm zc tlaec mlo/ the mzndwvu'm/ Ihe /)lare whew SIRED
arson, aggmuated assauli bzng/an"'m/w mbben'
clmrges are adjudzcatea’ 7hls‘ is the .\!atu\ X nml u/ Iho's)’sh'm
: ewspaper reporters.cover its moy e important, hedrings: Is
e N . PR ’/urze,s may be loc/eed up for weeks, or QUeH IMORIDS, T 170(11'1)1(,
N MR R S S e, mzd(lcbalmsg u[)(mmsw

(gfn;z; Inxrz(uhn/m; i m_rl o
- NManagsment - 1976 - -
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*One judge added due to division of the Clallam-
JeffersonJudicial District into two singe-county
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THE SUPERIOR COURTS

Data on the caseload of the superior courts were obtained
from monthly reports submitted by the county clerks. The
Superior Court Management Information System (SCOMIS) pro-
vided a significant portion of the information used in these
reports for 19 counties. The Juvenile Information System
(JUVIS) was used to augment information reported on
dispositions in several counties and to supply statistics on
referrals to the courts in all counties except King.

OVERVIEW

After experiencing sustained growth during the 1970’s that
culminated in record-high filings in 1980, the superior courts’
caseload appears to be stabilizing. For the second consecutive
year, filings declined slightly such that the number of cases filed
in 1982 (153,014) was about midway between filings in 1979
and the peak recorded in 1980. At least part of this recent
stabilization may be attributed to the intended effect of
electronic recording of proceedings in all district courts and
most municipal courts initiated at the beginning of 1981.
Appeals filed for civil and criminal cases declined dramatically
from 4,341 in 1980 to 2,004 in 1981 and continued downward
to 1,839 in 1982. .

Table 40, Superior Court Filings, 1981

and 1982

Type of Percent
Case 1981 1982 Change
Civil 90,817 (57.8%) 86,187 (56.3%)  ~5.1%
Criminal 16,713 (10.6%) 16,996 (11.1%) +1.7%
Juvenile 24,424 (15.5%) 23,282 (15.2%) -4.7%
Other* 25,183 (16.1%) 26,549 (17.4%) +5.4%
TOTAL CASES

FILED - 157,137 (100%) 153,014 (100%) ~2.6%

*Includes probate, guardianship, adoption, and mental iliness
matters.

Fewer civil and juvenile matters were filed in the superior
courfs in 1982 than in 1981, whereas slightly more aduit
criminal cases were filed. Probate, adoption, and mental illness
cases (included in “other" in Table 40) also rose, The majority
of counties (22) experienced a net decline in filings, twelve
sustained an overall increase, and five remained constant.

Stability also marked dispositions by the superior courts with
127,039 cases disposed of in 1982, compared to 127,561 in
1981. An increase in the dispositions of criminal cases was
offset by declines for civil cases and for those classified as
“other" {i.e., probate, guardianship, adoption, and mental ill-
ness).

Superior Courts
Total Cases Filed: 1977-1982
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Table 41, Superior Court Dispositions,
1981 and 1982

Percent

Type of Case 1981 1982 Change
Civil 76,443 75,307 -1.5%
Criminal 15,502 16,811 +8.4%
Juvenile - .18,587 18,633 +0.3%
Other* 17,029 16,288 ~4.4%
TOTAL CASES

DISPOSED 127,561 127,039 ~0.4%

‘Includes probate, guardianship, adoption, and mental iliness
matters. '

INTAKE

Each case category — civil, criminal, juvenile, and other
cases — can be subdivided according to the nature of the
issue brought before the court. Subcategories of civil cases
used in this report include tort, commercial, property rights,
domestic relations, administrative law reviews, other civil
petitions and complaints, and civil appeals from courts of
limited jurisdiction.
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Criminal filings are categorized according to the most
serious offense charged in the following hierarchy: homicide,
sex crimes, assault, robbery/theft, burglary, forgery/fraud,
controlled substances, other felonies, and appeals from lower
courts. Juvenile court caseloads include juvenile offenses and
juvenile dependency matters. For the purpose of this report,
“other cases” include probate, guardianship, adoption, and
mental illness matters.
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Filings of Civil Cases

Statewide, there were 86,187 civil cases filed in superior
courts during 1982. This was a 5.1 percent decrease from
1981 and represents the lowest number of civil filings since
1978.

At the local level, civil filings decreased in 21 of the state’s
39 counties but increased in 18 cthers. Of the 18, seven
increased by more than five percent. Those counties with the
greatest increases in civil caseload, considering both volume
and rate of increase, included Spokane, Thurston, Grays
Harbor, and Franklin.

The direction of change in civil filings between 1981 and
1982 was not consistent in all subcategories. For example,
torts and administrative law reviews increased, while cases
classified as commercial, property rights, domestic relations,
appeals, and other petitions and complaints declined.
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Table 42, Filings of Civil Cases, 1981

and 1982
Percent
Type of Filing 1981 1982 Change
Torts 7,919 ( 87%) 8,339 ( 9.7%) + 5.3%
Commercial 18,748 (20.6%) 17,207 (20.0%) - 8.2%
Property
Rights 8,255 ( 9.1%) 8,176 ( 9.5%) - 1.0%
Domestic :

Relations 45317 (49.9%) 42,794 (49.7%) - 5.6%
Admin. Law )

Reviews - 932 ( 1.0%) 964 ( 1.1%) + 3.4%
Other Petitions .

and Com-

plaints 8,913 ( 9.8%) 8,012 ( 9.3%) -10.1%
Civil Appeals 733 ( 0.9%) 695 { 0.8%) - 5.2%
TOTAL CIVIL

FILINGS 90,817 (100%) 86,187 (100%) - 5.1%
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Filings of Torts

A total of 8,339 tort actions were filed in superior courts
during 1982. This was 5.3 percent more than were filed in 1981
and was higher than the number filed in any of the prior five
years. At the local level, the most notable increases occurred in
King, Spokane, and Cowlitz Counties. Since cases involving
torts are more likely to go to trial than most other types of civil
actions, their progressive growth in the recent year suggests a
greater impact on court resources than their mere numbers
would convey.

Table 43, Filings of Torts, 1977-1982

Annual

Percent
Year Filings Change
1977 7,321 —
1978 © 6,882 - 6,0%
1979 6,968 + 1.2%
1980 7,141 + 2.5%
1981 7,919 +10.9%
1982 8,339 + 5.3%

Filings of Commercia! Cases

During 1982, 17,207 commercial cases were filed, a
decrease of 8.2 percent from 1981, This category of civil
matters includes litigation under the uniform commercial code
(e.g., sales, warranties, banking transactions) and the
collection of debts. Despite declines in filings of these cases in
both 1981 and 1982, they still comprised the second largest
category of civil actions with 20 percent of civil filings in 1982,

Table 44, Filings of Commercial Cases,

1977-1982

Annual

Percent
Year Filings Change
1977 19,779 —
1978 21,679 + 9.6%
1979 22,469 + 3.6%
1980 22,397 - 0.3%
1981 18,748 ~16.3%
1982 17,207 - 8.2%

Figures from 15 counties showed an increase in commercial
filings compared to 1981. The greatest increases occurred in
Whatcom and Lewis Counties, while the greatest decreases
occurred in the four largest counties — King, Snohomish,
Pierce, and Spokane.

Filings of Property Rights Cases

Property rights cases declined slightly for the second year in
a row. This category includes such matters as mortgage
foreclosures, real estate contract forfeitures, and landlord-ten-
ant disputes.

Table 45, Filings of Property Rights
Cases, 1977-1982

Annual

Percent
Year Filings Change
1977 3,819 -
1978 3,468 - .9.2%
1979 6,984 " +100.1%*
1980 8,730 + 25.0%
1981 8,255 - 5.4%
1982 8,176 -~ 1.0%

*The large increase in 1979 was due partially to changes in
statistical collecting and reporting methods in a number of
counties.

Changes between 1981 and 1982 were rather slight in most
counties, with 14 evidencing an increase, ten a decline, and 15
almost no difference. The greatest changes were increases in
property rights cases filed in Clark and Grays Harbor Counties.
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Filings of Domestic Relations Cases

As the largest subcategory of civil case filings in superior
courts, domestic relations cases constituted more than one in
every four cases (28.0 percent) filed. The 42,794 domestic
relations cases filed in 1982 were 5.6 percent less than the
number filed in the previous year, representing the first
downturn in recent years.

Table 46, Filings of Domestic Relations
Cases, 1977-1982

Annual

Percent
Year Filings Change
1977 39,974 —_
1978 41,659 L 2%
1979 42529 ' +2.1%
1980 44,938 +5.7%
1981 45317 +0.8%
1982 42,794 -5.6%

Ten counties experienced growth in domestic relations filings
from 1981 to 1982 but only two counties, Spokane and Pend
Oreille, had filing increases of over 5 percent.

Filings of Other Civil Cases

Administrative law reviews, first counted as a separate
subcategory in the statistical reporting program in 1979,
include appeals of rulings made by quasi-judicial administrative
bodies such as the Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals and
the Environmental Protection Agency. The volume of these
cases increased in both 1981 and 1982. Two-thirds of all
administrative law reviews filed in 1982 were filed in King (38.0
percent), Thurston (16.3 percent), and Pierce (11.4 percent)
Counties.

Other civil petitions and complaints include all matters which
cannot be classified or included in the previous civil categories.
Generally, this includes uncontested petitions and petitions for
writs or injunctions. Other civil petitions and complaints filed
during 1982 totaled 8,012, consistent with a continuous
downward trend of these cases in recent years.

In 1982, superior courts received 695 appeals of civil cases
tried in courts of limited jurisdiction, representing a decrease of
5.2 percent compared to the number filed in 1981. Civil appeals
seem to have stabilized from 1981, the year electronic
recording of courtroom proceedings was implemented, with 17
counties having decreases in civil appeals and 22 experiencing

no change or increases. The greatest increase in civil appeals .

occurred in King County. There, 205 civil appeals were filed in
1982 compared to 165 in 1981, an increase of 24.2 percent.

Table 47, Filings of Other Civil Cases,

1977-1982
Admin. Other Appeals
Law " Petitions & from
Year Reviews Complaints Lower Courts
1977 ‘ 9,616 517
1978 * 9,690 549
1979 888 9,979 872
1980 792 9,049 1,154
1981 932 8,913 733
1982 964 8,012 695

*Not reported separately prior to 1979.

Filings of Criminal Cases

The 16,996 criminal cases filed in the superior courts during
1982 were only 283 cases more (+1.7 percent) than criminal
filings in 1981,

Twenty of the state's 39 counties experienced an icrease in
the number of criminal filings, with increases of ten percent or
more occurring in 12 counties. The largest increases occurred
in Spokane, Cowlitz, Chelan, and Grant Counties. Decrzases of
ten percent or more were recorded in 13 counties, éwith *he
greatest decline in Snohomish and Kitsap Counties.

Superior Courts
Criminal Cases Filed: 1977-1982
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Of all criminal cases filed in 1982, the largest percentage
declines (relative to 1981) occurred for appeals from lower
courts (-10.0 percent), homicide (-9.2 percent) and other
felonies (-5.4 percent). The highest proportionate increases
were for robbery/theft (+26.3 percent) and controlled
substances (+15.4 percent).

Table 48, Filings of Criminal Cases by
Type of Offense, 1981 and

Superior Courts
Distribution of Criminal Filings: 1982

Homicide 2%

Sex Crimes

1982
Primary
Offense . Percent
Charged 1981 1982 Change
Homicide 282 ( 1.7%) 256 { 1.5%) - 9.2%
Sex. Crimes 824 ( 4.9%) 838 ( 4.9%) + 1.7%
Assault 1,495 ( 8.9%) 1,446 ( 8.5%) - 3.3%
- Robbery/Thett 3,604 (21.6%) . 4,553 (26.8%) +26.3%
Burglary 2,637 (15.8%) 2,646 (15.6%) + 0.3%
Forgery/Fraud 934 ( 5.6%) 906 ( 5.3%) - 3.0%
Controlied .
Substances 1,927 (11.5%) 2,223 (13.1%) +15.4%

Forgery/Fraud
FIGURE 19

Other Felonies = 3,123 (18.7%) 2,953 (17.4%) - 5.4%
Not Specified* 616 ( 3.7%) 31 ( 0.2%) . -~

Total Felonies 15,442 (92.4%) 15,852 (93.3%) + 2.7%

Appeals from :

Lower Courts 1,271 ( 7.6%) 1,144 { 6.7%) -10.0%
TOTAL -

CRIMINAL

FILINGS 16,713 (100%) 16,996 (100%) + 1.7%

"Type of offense not reported for a portion of casés in
Spokane County in 19871, and in Jefferson County in both 1981
and 1982, ’

More than one out of every four criminal defendants was
charged with robbery or theft as his most serious offense
based on cases filed in the superior courts in 1982. When
burglaries are considered in conjunction with the robbery/theft
category, it is evident that almost half (45.4 percent) of the
defendants charged with felonies have as their most serious
charge one involving the theft of property from an individual, a
residence, a motor vehicle, or a place of business.

Filings of Juvenile Cases

There were 75,007 juvenile matters refetred to the juvenile
courts during 1982, an increase of 9.9 percent over 1981,
Outside of King County, the largest portion of these referrals
was for juvenile offenses (77.0 percent); dependency matters
accounted for 20.1 percent. A comparable breakdown of
referrals in King County is not currently available.

Table 49, Juvenile Referrals by Type
of Matter, 1981 and 1982

Type of Percent
Referral 1981 . 1982 Change
State Less :
King County

Juvenile « .

Offenses 41,020 (80.0%) 43,733 (77.0%) + B6.6%
Tratfic 335 (- 0.7%) 348( 0.6%) + 3.9%
Other

Violations . 186 ( 0.4%) 397 ( 0.7%) +113.4%
Non-Offense

Referrals 1,163 ( 2.3%) 902 ( 1.6%) - 22.4%
" Deperidency

Matters 8,555 (16.7%) 11,386 (20.1%) + 33.1%
Not Specified 24 (0.05%) 9 (0.02%) ~ 62.5%
Subtotal 51,283 (100%) 56,775 (100%) + 10.7%
King County - 16,980 18,232 + 7.4%
TOTAL
+ 9.9%

REFERRALS 68,263 75,007



A A

The

Superior Courts

42

Although juvenile referrals increased in 1982, the number of
juvenile cases filed in the superior courts declined. Cases filed
for juvenile offenses equalled 18,110, a 4.5 percent decline,
while dependency cases filed totaled 5,172, a decrease of 5.3
percent.

Superior Courts
Juvenile Cases Filed: 1977-1982
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Table 50, Fili'ngs of Juvenile Cases by
Type, 1981 and 1982

Percent

Type of Case 1981 1982 Change
Juvenile

Offenses 18,962 (77.6%) 18,110 (77.8%) ~4.5%
Juvenile

Dependency 5462 (22.4%) 5,172 (22.0%) ~5.3%
TOTAL

JUVENILE

FILINGS 24,424 (100%) 23,282 (100%) -4.7%

Twenty-eight counties experienced either a less-than-five
percent increase or a decrease in juvenile filings, Several
counties with small caseloads exhibited a growth of 25 percent
or more in juvenile caseloads. These include Columbia,
Jefferson, Okanogan, and Wahkiakum Counties.

Table 51, Filings of Juvenile Cases,

1977-1982

Annuat

Percent
Year Filed Change
1977 14,824 —
1978 : 17,406 +17.4%
1979 20,836 +19.7%
1980 22,972 +10.3%
1981 24,424 + 6.3%
1982 23,282 . ~ 4.7%

Other Filings

The filing of mental illness cases increased 16.7 percent
between 1981 and 1982 while filings of probate and adoption
cases increased 2.5 percent and 4.6 percent, respectively,
Guardianship cases decreased by 7.2 percent.

Table 52, Filings of Other Cases by
Type, 1981 and 1982

Percent

Type of Filing 1981 1982 Change

Probate 12,273 12,5676 + 2.5%

Guardianship 2,163 2,008 - 7.2%

Adoption 4,751 4,969 1. 4.6%

Mental lliness 5,996 6,996 +16.7%
Superior Courts
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Mental illness cases filed in superior courts during 1982 were
concentrated in the three most urban counties of the state —
King, Pierce, and Spokane. Filings in these counties accounted
for 75 percent of all mental illness filings.
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COURT ACTIVITY

For the purpose of this report, “Court Activity” includes
trials, disposition of cases, and general judicial workload. While
courts and court personnel engage in far more activities than
are referenced by these categories, statistics have been
collected only in these areas.

Trials

Because of the amount of court resources that may be
required by a trial and the role of trials in the final resolution of,
disputes, attention is frequently focused on trials as an
important indicator of the courts’ workload. In 1982, 10,891
trials were reported, 1,630 less than in 1881. This decline
reflects decreases in all types of trials and particularly in non-
jury trials for civil and juvenile cases and in jury trials for criminal
defendants.

Table 53, Trials by Type, 1977-1982

Civil/Other - Criminal Juvenile
Year Non-dury® Jury Non-Jury Jury Trlals** - TOTAL
1977 6,967 990 610 2,153 N/R —
1978 7381 1,065 690 1,925 N/R -
1979 6371 1,181 1,171 1,619 3,176 13,518
1980 - 5,854 902 648 1,417 3,022 11,843
1981 6,471 1,034 840 1475 2,701 12521
1982 5,821 - 1,007 813 1,206 2,044 10,891

*Includes trials for probate, guardianship, adoption, and men-
tal illness cases. 2t

* *Juvenile trials were not reported by Clark County in 1980-
1982, Yakima County in 1980, and Lewis County in 1982;
N/R - Not Reported ‘

Jury trials, which usually require the greatest share of court
resources to administer, declined to the lowest number in
recent years, 2,213, Although non-jury trials (including juvenile)
in 1982, which equalled 8,678, were iess than in each of the
three preceding years, they were greater than the number in
either 1977 or 1978. Thus, the trend in jury trials has been
generally downward in the last six years, but non-jury trials
have fluctuated annually during this period.

Civil trials predominated over all other types of trials in 1982,
as in prior years. Of the 6,688 civii trials held in 1982, the
majority (84.9 percent) were non-jury trials, In contrast, jury
trials constituted the largest portion (59.7 percent) of the 2,019
trials held for criminal cases.

Although trials for civil cases are the most numerous, the
likelihood that a civil case will go to trial is less than that for
either adult or juvenile offenders as reflected by the ratio of
trials to filings.
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Table 54, Trials by Type of Case,
1981 and 1982
1981 1982
Ratio: Ratio:

) Total Per 1,000 Total “Per 1,000
Type of Case Trials Filings Trials Filings

Civil asy o 7,393 814 6,688 77.6
 Criminal L. 2315 1385 2,019 118.8
Juvenile Offender 2,701 142.4 2,044 1129
Other* 112 \\,& 4.4 140 5.3
*Includes probate, guardiansﬁ:‘p. adoption, and mental illnéss
cases. :

Disposition of Civil Cases

The 75,307 dispositions of civil cases in 1982 were 1,136
(=1.5 percent) fewer than in 1981. This relative constancy
reflects a similar level of stability in the disposition of domestic
relations cases, which comprised over half of the civil cases
disposed of, and counterbalancing changes in the other types
of civil matters. In particular, the 5.9 percent decline in
dispositions of commercial matiers, the second largest
category of civil cases, was offset by gains in several smaller
categories — property rights, administrative law reviews, and
appeals from lower courts.
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Table 55, Civil Dispositions by Type of
Case, 1981 and 1982

Percent
Type of Case 1981 1982 Change
Torts 6,723 ( 8.8%) 6,691 ( 8.9%) -~ 0.5%
Commercial 17,293 (22.6%) 16,270 (21.6%) - 59%
Property Rights 5,918 ( 7.7%) 6,465 ( 8.6%) + 9.29
Domestic
Relations 40,013 (52.3%) 39,322 (52.2%) - 1.7%
Administrative
Law Reviews 598 ( 0.8%) 704 ( 0.9%) +17.7%

Other Petitions

and Complaints 5415 ( 7.1%) 5,267 ( 7.0%) - 2.7%
Civil Appeals

from Lower

Courts 483 ( 0.6%) 567 ( 0.8%) +17.4%
TOTAL

DISPOSITIONS 76,443 (100%) 75,307°(100%) - 1.5%

*Total includes 21 cases for which detail was not provided.
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About one-fourth of the civil case dispositions in 1982 were
default judgments, and a slightly higher proportion (27.5
percent) were eittier settled or dismissed prior to trial. Another
15.7 percent were reported as disposed after the start of trial,
but this figure includes court decisions after hearings not
formally considered to be trials. Due to the difficulty that some
counties have in counting dispositions for civil matters

according to the type of outcome, 17.8 percent remain unspec-
ified.

Disposition of Criminal Cases

The superior courts reported that 16,811 criminal cases
were disposed of during 1982, 8.4 percent more than in 1 981,
The majority (64.2 percent) of criminal defendants were
convicted and sentenced during 1982 while the next largest
proportion (19.8 percent) were dismissed or had prosecution
deferred. There were 1,800 criminal defendants (10.7 percent)
for whom the manner of disposition of their cases was not
specified. Of the unspecified dispositions, 1,016 were from
Spokane County which does not report any information on the
types of dispositions.

Superior Courts
Disposition of Criminal Cases: 1982
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Resolution of Juvenile Cases

In 1982, the superior courts reached a final resolution in
18,633 juvenile cases, approximately the same number as in
1981. Of these, 16,294 were for juvenile offenses and 2,339
were dependency matters. Of the 16,294 juvenile offenders,
10,107 (62.0 percent) were found quilty and sentenced to
community service and 2,095 (12.9 percent) were sentenced to
an institution. Those sentenced to detention in local facilities
were included in the former category. Also, 3,177 (19.5
percent) of the juvenile offenders had the charges against them
dismissed, 543 (3.3 percent) were acquitted, and jurisdiction
was declined for 334 (2.0 percent).
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Superior Courts
Final Resolution of Juvenile Offender Cases: 1982

Jurisdiction
Declined 48
2%

FIGURE 25

Judicial Workload

Judicial workload in the superior courts is estimated by
means of the Washington Weighted Caseload System. This
system provides a means of estimating the amount of judicial
time that will be required to process a given set of cases, A set
of “weights" is applied to each of 11 different categories of
cases which, when multiplied by the number of cases filed in
each category, results in a “weighted caseload"” representing
the estimated amount of judicial time (in minutes) needed to
process those cases. By dividing the “weighted caseload” by a
“judge-year value" (which differs according to the size of a
court and the humber of counties served), an estimate can be
made of the amount of judicial time needed in "'judge-years"
or, more simply, the number of judges required to perform the
needed work in one year, Weighted caseload analyses are
performed for individual courts using historic and projected
case filings for each court.

Cases filed in superior courts during 1982 represent 148.4
judge-years of work based on a weighted caseload analysis.
This does not take into consideration, however, the effect of
the Juvenile Justice Act of 1978 on the workload associated
with juvenile cases. Total filings decreased by 2.6 percent, and
the weighted caseload per judge by 2.6 percent from 1981 to
1982.

While felony cases comprise only 10.4 percent of the total
number of cases filed during 1982, they are responsible for 30
percent of the judicial work associated with the 1982 caseload,
due to the amount of judicial time required to adjudicate such
cases. Likewise, property rights cases represented only 5.3
percent of the total case filings but comprised 12 percent of the
judicial workload when time is taken into account,

Table 56, Superior Courts Judicial
Workload, 1981 and 1982

Percent
One Year Change 1981 1982 Change
Weighted Caseload

Weighted Caseload per

Judge 82,737 80,622 - 2.6%
Judge-years of Work 150.4 1484 - 1.3%
Filings per Judge 1,253 1,202 - 4.1%

Ten Year Change 1872 1982

Total Filings 96,874 153,014 +58.0%
Authorized Judges 92 128  +398.1%
Superior Courts

Distribution of Judicial Workloads*
from 1982 Filings

Civil Appeals
2%

Administrative Law Review
and Other Civil Cases

*per Washington Weighted Casetoad System (1 977)

FIGURE 26

Another workload indicator is the average number of cases
filed per judge. This indicator shows a decrease of 4.1 percent
from 1981 to 1982, attributable partially to the increase in the
number of judges from 126 in 1981 to 128 in 1982
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OUTLOOK

The superior courts’ caseload appears to be stabilizing after
a protracted period of growth. For the second consecutive
year, total filings declined slightly from the record-high in 1980.
Despite the overall decline or stabilization in superior court
filings in 1982, some matters did experience an increase.
Among civil cases, torts and administrative law reviews
increased in both 1981 and 1982. The most noticeable gains in
criminal matters have been in robbery/theft and controlled
substances, which increased markedly in both years. Given the
diversity of the caseload and the divergence from the general
trend for specific types of cases, it is difficult to identify the
specific economic and social conditions that affect filing trends.

One factor that stands out as a probable contributor to both
the growth in filings in the late 1970's and the subsequent
stabilization is population growth. Washington's population
grew rapidly in the last half of the 1970's particularly through
net migration into the state. This growth appears to have
lessened in the 1980’s with 1982 reflecting the smallest annual
increment in population recorded since 1974.

Table 57, Superior Court Filings vs.
State Population, 1973-1982

Total State Superior Court Fili’nbgs’per

Year Population ~ Cases Filed 1,000 Pop.
1973 . .3,424.300 100,135 - 29,94 .
1974 43,448,100 111,477 3233
1975 - 37493,900 116,505 ~ . 33.35
1976 . 3,571,591 121,811 o34
1977 - .- 3,861,975 " 127,965° 34.94
1978 13,774,300 135,869° . ° 36.00
1979 - 3,911,200 148,666° 38.01 .
1980 * 4,132,156 "158,825° . 3844
1981 4,950,200 157,137 . 8697

"1982 4,264,000 153,014 35.89

g

*Revised from figures reporied.in 1981 ‘AnnuaI'F?eport of vthe‘ ‘

~ Caseloads and Operations of the Courts of Washington,

The decline in the superior courts’ fifings was also partially
due to a change in court procedures — specifically, the
electronic recording of the proceedings in courts of limited
jurisdiction which was implemented in January 1981. Appeals
from those courts dropped from over 4,000 in 1980 to about
1,800 in- 1982.

The reduction of appeals demonstrates how the size of the
superior courts’ caseload can be affected by a procedure of
the courts. Most of the policies, rules, and procedures adopted
by the collurts. both locally and statewide, have been designed

to improve the efficiency of court administration and to reduce
the demand for the most costly forms of court activities such as
trials.

Mandatory arbitration programs started in two courts, King
and Yakima Counties, in 1981 appear to be successful in
providing a speedier resolution of cases than would be
possible in the *normal" processing of cases. An evaluation of
the program in King County reveals that the need to determine
which civil cases are arbitrable (i.e., request a monetary
settlement of $15,000 or less) results in an early review of
cases by the court ar.! greater control over the processing of
cases. Mandatory arbitration also results in a lower average
processing cost per case particularly compared to cases going
to trial. Several other courts are now investigating the feasibility
of developing mandatory arbitration programs.

Due to the high volume of domestic relations cases, which
constitute one half of all civil cases and about one-fourth of the
total caseload, the superior courts have initiategy a variety of
measures to improve the handling of these cases. At the local
level, courts have employed such procedures as settlement
conferences and mandatory mediation to expedite the
processing of these matters. In 1982, the Superior Court

Judges’ Association adopted a standard child support‘._
schedule to be used as a guideline for decisions about such+

monetary issues. It is anticipated that the superior courts will
continue to examine ways to expedite the r.‘roces.sing of
domestic relations cases and to insure both, &quita‘;)le and
efficient decision-making in this sensitive area.

The superior courts are relying more and more on’
automated information systems for record-keeping and case
processing activities. The Superior Court Management informa-
tion System {SCOMIS) was implemented in seven additional
counties in 1982 {Grant, Mason, Cowlitz, Kittitas, Pend Oreille,
Stevens and Lincoln), bringing the total to 12 counties. As a
result, over 80 percent of the superior courts' filings had
essential case history and processing information recorded in
SCOMIS. The Juvenile Information System (JUVIS) was made
on-line in 11 more counties (Clallam, Jefferson, Island, Mason,
Whitman, Okanogan, Kittitas, Stevens, Ferry, Pend Oreille and
Lincoln) resulting in 30 counties being on-line and the
remainder providing data to JUVIS through mail-in forms.

During 1982, SCOMIS staff extended the work of a
Calendaring Task Force by producing a document specifying
the requirements for a calendaring module in SCOMIS. When
completed this module will extend SCOMIS's capabilities to
assist the superior courts in both case tracking and scheduling,
Work has also proceeded in the development of a segment of
an accounting module and in the completion of other
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enhancements to the system. Development of new modules
and enhancements to the existing system are both
accomplished in close coordination with the users of the sys-
tem.

As the number of courts using SCOMIS increases, so does
the demand for information from the system. Data from
SCOMIS proved useful in supporting the work of the Court
Congestion and Delay Task Force and in addressing other
issues of importance to the courts, For example, infermation
from SCOMIS was made available for a special study on the
amount of court activity required in domestic relations cases. It
is anticipated that the use of SCOMIS to address policy issues
at both the local and the state levels will increase in the future.

In 1982, the JUVIS system initiated two major developments:
King County began entering data into the JUVIS system and a

S .
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'
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 JEFFERSON
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task force was created to standardize local data entry
procedures and transaction coding. By the end of 1983, more
standardized statewide data will be entered on juvenile
offender and non-offender referral characteristics, case han-
dling, and dispositions and sentencing information.

The JUVIS Requirements Task Force, also established in
1982, began work reviewing the current system and assessing
the future needs of juvenile court administration. During 1983,
this review will be completed and recommendations for needed
improvements will be made. When the recommendations of this
task force are implemented, information essential to sound
policy decisions in the area of juvenile justice will become
available with a degree of accuracy and completeness never
before experienced.

WHITMAN

FRANKLIN

KLICKITAT JEES

SCOMIS Sites, 1982
State of Washington

FIGURE 27
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JUVIS Sites, 1982
State of Washington

FIGURE 28
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Table 58, Cases Filed, 1982

Number
County/Court of Judges Civil
ADAMS 185
Judicisl District i 185
ASOTIN 408
COLUMBIA 78
GARFIELD 42
Judiciasl District 1 528
BENTON 2,225
FRANKLIN 1,065
Judictal District 5 3,2%0
CHELAN 1,205
DOUGLAS 312
Judicial District 2 1,517
CLALLAM 1,019
Judfcial District 1,93+ 1,01%
CLARK 4,096
Judicial District 5 4,096
COWLITZ 1,607
Judicial District 3 1,607
FERRY 116
PEND OREILLE 192
STEVENS 447
Judicial District 1.71%e 755
GRANT 1,031
Judicial District 2 1,031
GRAYS HARBOR 1,417
Judicial District 2 1,417
ISLAND 1,014
SAN JUAN 181
Judicial District 2 1,195
JEFFERSOR 312
Judicial District 0.67* 3tz
RING 27,005
Judicial Diatrict 39 27,005
KITSAP 2,780
Judicfal bBistrict 5 2,780
KITTITAS 500
Judicial District 1 500
KLICKITAT 375
SKAMANIA 186
Judicial District 1 561
LEW1S 1,098
Judicial Districe 2 1,098
LINCOLN 148
Judicial District 1 148
HASON 551
THURSTON 2,744
Judicial Dietrict 3 3,295
OKANOGAN 662
Judicial Diatrict 1 662
PACIF1C 471
WAHKIAKUM 78
Judicial Dletrict 1 549
PIERCE 10,561
Judfcial District 13 10,56}
SKAGIT 1,784
Judicial District 2 1,784
SNOHOMISH 6,285
Judicial District 8 6,285
SPOKANE 7,868
Judicial District 10 7,868
WALLA WALLA 999
Judicial Dietrict 2 999
WHATCON 2,000
Judicial District k] 2,000
WHITHAN 84
Judicfal District 1 3sA
YAKINA 2,756
Judicilal District 5 2,756
TOTAL STATE 127.31 86,187

Criminal

65
65

57
20

9
86

326
215
541

267
86
353

237
237

825
825

522
522

39
29
110
178

244
244

243
243

92
127

100
100

4,528
4,528

500
300

100
100

83
87
172

305
305

38
38

170
486
656

154
154

129
12
141

2,693
2,693

215
215

993
993

1,123
1,123

293
293

507
507

41
41

1,016
1,016

16,996

Juventile

22
22

38
15

3
56
614

149
763

184
94
278

767
767

a82
882

616
616

30
54
104
188

37t
an

445
445

146
180

89
89

6,473
6,473

939
939

90
90

98
101
199

288
288

29
29

182
835
1,017

213
213

151
25
176

2,843
2,843

313
313

1,941
1,941

2,158
2,155

197
197

579
579

52
52

1,121
1,121

23,282

1982 Case Fitlings

Probace
Guard.
Adoption

55
55

178
337
775

19
119

83
12
95

2,205
2,205

334
334

1,366
1,366

1,731
1,73}

240
240

L66
466

147
147

911
911

19,553

Mental
1llness

17
17

131
131

78
78

0
3
23
32

76
76

32
32

36
0
36

12
12

2,293
2,293

172
172
0
[
5
18
23

39
39

5
3

18

170
188

1,465
1,465

128
128

389
389

962
962

86
86

61
61

37
37

243
241

6,996

1982
TOTAL

344
344

584
141

78
803

3,877
1,613
5,490

1,946
577
2,523

2,367
2,367

6,721
6,721

3,082
3,082

203
325
810

1,338

1,932
1,932

2,470
2,470

1,467
292
1,759

616
616

46,722
46,722

5,129
5,129

800
800

661
422
1,083

1,997
1,997

301
301

1,099
4,832
5,931

1,148
1,148
843
127
970

19,767
19,767

2,774
2,774

10,974
10,974

13,839
13,839

1,815
1,815

3,613
3,613

661
661

6,045
6,045

153,014

1981
Total
Filings

385
385

552
129

70
751

3,781
1,565
5,350

1,950
576
2,526

2,615
2,615

7,259
7,259

3,024
3,024

239
315
868
1,426

1,969
1,969

2,578
2,578

1,525
297
1,822

628
628

47,659
47,659

5,105
5,105

885
885

671
364
1,035

2,302
2,302

311
331

1,113
4,818
5,931

1,173
1,173

824

109
933

13,780
13,780

1,801
1,801

3,695
3,695

626
626

6,489
6,489

157,137

Percent
Change

-10.6%
-10.62

5.82
9.32
11.42
6.9%

2,52
3.1%
2.6%

~0.2%
0.22%
-0.1%

-9.52
-9.52

=7.42
-7.43

-2,22
-2.2%

5.6%
5.6%

-6.8%
-6.8%

-2.6%

* The Clallam-Jefferwon Judicial District was divided into two single-county superior courts on April 1, 1982,
resulting in 1,93 FTE judgew for the yesar in Clallam County and 0,67 PTE judges in Jefferson County.

.

»

1.71 FTE judges for the year in that court.

A second judge was added to Ferry-Pead Oretlle-Stevens Superior Court effective April 13, 1982, resulcing in
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Table 59, History of Civil Filings: 1977-1982

County/Court 1977 1978
ADAHS 297 212
Judicial District 297 212
ASOTIN 331 398
COLUMBIA 68 64
GARFIELD 39 26
Judicial BPistrict 438 488
BENTON 1,704 1,979
FRANKLIN 1,191 1,119
Judicial District 2,895 3,098
CHELAN 924 930
DOUGLAS 185 217
Judicial District 1,109 1,207
CLALLAM 870 1,009
Judicial District 870 1,009
CLARK 3,527 3,754
Judicial District 3,527 3,754
COWLITZ 1,549 1,674
Judicial District 1,549 1,674
FERRY 115 90
PEND OREILLE 153 109
STEVENS 441 401
Judicial District 709 600
GRANT 1,092 1,034
Judicial District 1,092 1,034
GRAYS HARBOR 1,498 1,547
Judicial Districc 1,498 1,547
iSLAND 701 763
SAR JUAR 107 154
Judicial District 808 917
JEFFERSON 261 282
Judicial District 261 282
KING 26,562 28,050
Judicial District 26,562 28,050
KITSAP 2,654 2,743
Judicial DPistrict 2,654 2,743
KITTLITAS 487 466
Judicial District 487 466
KLICKITAT 284 339
SKAMANIA 154 155
Judieial District 438 494
LEWIS 911 976
Judicial District 911 976
LINCOLN 163 127
Judicial District 163 127
HASON 496 465
THURSTON 2,661 2,667
Judicial Distriect 3,157 3,132
OKANOGAR 616 588
Judicial Districc 616 588
PACIFIC 342 414
WAHKIAKUM 48 42
Judicial District 390 456
PLERCE 9,797 10,547
Judisial Piserict 9,797 10,547
SKAGIT 1,317 1,246
Judicial District 1,317 1,246
SHOHOMISH 5,819 5,921
Judicial District 5,819 5,921
SPOKANE 6,477 6,967
Judicial District 6,477 6,967
WALLA WALLA 917 823
Judicial District 917 823
WHATCOM 1,793 1,897
Judicial District 1,793 1,897
WHITMAN 355 367
Judicial District 355 367
YAKIMA 3,120 3,305
Judicial District 3,120 3,305
TOTAL STATE 80,026 83,927

801
145
946

300
300

29,585
29,585

2,948
2,948

358
558

354
207
561

1,090
1,090

181
181

524
2,717
3,241

624
624

407
a1
488

11,113
11,113

1,296
1,296

6,379
6,579

8,276
8,276

932
932

2,056
2,056

385
385

3,157
3,157

90,689

29,159
29,159

2,910
2,%10

577
5717

336
228
564

1,032
1,032

173
173

564
2,746
3,310

591
591

513
67
580

13,116
13,116

1,444
1,444

7,505
7,105

8,826
8,826

845
845

2,129
2,129

369
369

3,180
3,180

94,201

28,196
28,196

2,827
2,827

527
527

385
178
563

1,162
1,162

157
157

545
2,777
3,322

692
692

480
65
545

12,186
12,186

1,758
1,758

6,878
6,878

8,177
8,177

868
868

2,081
2,081

375
375

1,017
3,017

90,817

27,005
27,005

2,780
2,780

500
500

375
186
561

1,098
1,098

148
148

551
2,744
3,295

662
662

471
78
549

10,561
10,561

1,784
1,784

6,285
6,285

7868
7,868

999
999

2,000
2,000

384
384

2,756
2,756

86,187

County/Court

ADAMS
Judicial District

ASOTIN
COLUMBIA
GARFIELD
Judicial District

BENTON
FRANKLIN
Judicial bPistrict

CHELAN
DOUGLAS
Judicial District

CLALLAM
Judicial District

CLARK
Judicial District

COWLITZ
Judicial District

PERRY
PEND OREILLE
STEVENS
Judicial District

GRANT
Judicial District

GRAYS HARBOR
Judicial Districc

ISLAND
SAN JUAN
Judicial District

JEFFERSON
Judicial District

KING
Judictal District

KITSAP
Judicial District

KITTITAS
Judicial District

KLICKITAT
SKAMANIA
Judicial District

LEWIS
Judicial District

LINCOLN
Judicial District

MASON
THURSTON
Judicial Pletrict

OKANOGAN
Judiecial District

PACIFIC
WAHKIAKUM
Judicial District

PIERCE
Judicial District

SKAGIT
Judicial District

SNOHOMISH
Judicial District

SPOKANE
Judicial Districe

WALLA WALLA
Judicial District

WHATCOH
Judicial bistrict

WHITHAN
Judicial District

YAKINA
Judictial Discrict

TOTAL STATZE

Torts

402

168

25
25

43
62

1,007
1,007

149
149

731
131

448
448

84
84

188
188

41
41

185
185

8,33%

Commercial

273
273

14
14

121
475
596

139
139

87
2
89

1,735
1,735

595
595

1,123
1,123

1,478
1,478

131
131

445
445

105
105

562
562

17,207

Table 60, Civil Filings By Type of Case, 1982

Property
Righta

17
17

19
3

4
26
173
51
224
46
6
52

34
34

404
404

35
35

292
292

564
92

17
1?7

3,324
3,324

182
182

&4
&4

33
37

29
29

81
270
as1

26
26

68
69

1,110
1,110

149
149

665
665

390
390

53
53

238
238

199
199

8,176

Admin,

Domestic Law
Relations Review
98 0
98 0
246 2
33 0
25 Q
304 2
1,232 23
517 4
1,749 27
675 2
120 1
795 3
580 1t
580 11
2,302 7
2,302 7
1,001 12
1,001 12
64 1
106 0
266 6
436 7
481 9
481 9
675 15
675 15
350 ]
73 3
423 9
175 6
175 6
11,379 366
11,373 366
1,737 2
1,737 2
255 2
255 2
114 2
96 2
210 4
708 10
708 10
100 5
100 5
292 2
1,458 157
1,750 159
334 13
334 15
214 9
26 1
240 10
5,713 110
5,713 110
746 27
746 27
3,213 87
3,213 87
4,183 25
4,183 25
439 6
439 6
978 8
978 8
166 5
166 5
1,624 LS
1,624 - 15
42,794 964

Other
Petitions
Complaints

12
12

12
[

b
18
117
168
285
251
104
355

49
49

350
350

190
190
18
32

238
238

154
154

379
400

1,825
1,825

132
132

74
74

161
187

45
45

19
19

22
228
250

95
$s

47
75

835
835

109
109

417
417

1,253
1,253

279
279

128
128

62
62

136
136

8,012

Appeals
& from
Lwr.Cts.

sn

i

NN DO Q0 ww

205
205

38
38

o b

oo

21

28
28

695

TOTAL
CIVIL
FILINGS

185
185

1,098
1,098

148
148

551
2,744
3,295

662
662

471
549

10,561
10,561

1,784
1,784

6,285
6,285

7,868
7,868

999
999

2,000
2,000

384
384

2,756
2,756

86,187
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Table 61, Civil Dispositions By Type of Case, 1982

County/Court

ADAMS
Judicial District

ASOTIN
COLUMBIA
GARFIELD
Judicial District

BENTON
FRANKLIN
Judicial District

CHELAN
DOUGLAS
Judicial Bistrict

CLALLAM
Judicial Dietriet

CLARK
Judicial Discricet

COWLITZ
Judicial District

FERRY
PEND NREILLE
STEVENS
Judicial District

GRANT
Judicial District

GRAYS HARBOR
Judicial District

ISLAND
SAR JUAN
Judicial District

JEPFERSON
Judicial Disgtrict

KIKG.
Judicial District

KITSAP
Judicial District

KITTITAS
Judicial District

KLICKITAT
SKAHANIA
Judicial District

LEWIS .
Judicial District

LINGOLN
Judicial District

MASON
THURSTON
Judicial District

OKANOGAN
Judicial Districe

PACIFIC
WAHKIARUM
Judicial District

PIERCE
Judictal Pistrict

SKAGLIT
Judicial District

SROHOMISH
Judicial District

SPOKANE
Judicial District

WALLA WALLA
Judicial District

WHATCOM
Judicial District

WHITHAR
Judictal District

YAKIMA
Judicfal Discrict

TOTAL STATE

Torts

20
20

16
195
151
346

22

32

21
21

244
244

118
118

33
40

35
35

73
73

15
17

19
19

3,197
3,197

85
85

33
33

80
88

~~

27
159
186

13
13

70
98

608
608

98
98

620
620

278
278

60
60

127
127

3
31

174
174

6,691

Commercial

46
46

280
280

18
18

94
445
539

50
50

127
128

1,482
1,482

650
650

1,134
1,134

1,867
1,867

83
146
146

72
72

486
486

16,270

Property

Rights

12
12

255
255

10
10
17
67

42
42

182
182

41
76

20
20

3,059
3,059

45
45

&7
47

29
32

281

23
23

82
85

467
467

92
92

656
656

495
495

31
31

80
80

173
173

6,465

Domestic
Relations

274
274

1,955
1,955

714
714

7
118
255
380

3iss
388

559
559

284
77
361

176
176

12,286
12,286

1,066
1,066

239
239

117
107
224

198
798

105
105

255
1,652
1,907

176 °

176
269

24
293

4,041
4,041

717
717

3,021
3,021

4,586
4,586

335
33s

658
658

137
137

1,219
1,219

©39,322

Admin,
Law
Review

1
1

[
WW R PP WReN NWE ~OQ -

“~No o

ww

17
17

-

wun oo

704

Other
Petitions &
Complaints

11
1

206
206

77
7

108
126

1,819
1,819

25
25

31
31

34
43

20
20

16
16

13
161
174

32
32

51
57

247
247

50
50

385
385

665
665

238
238

45
45

116
116

5,267

Appeals
from
Lur.Cts.

- W
SHWO NN NN SR NMNO Lo MO Ww OO

——
[-N-]

——
S

248
248

M= WM N

-

—O

17
17

53
53

46
46

~~

b NN

52
567

TOTAL
CIVIL
DISPOSITIONS

187
187

679

843
843

1,034
1,034

586
173
7159

304
304

27,643
27,643

1,432
1,432

435
435

248
455

1,129
1,129

149
149

. 459
2,762
3,221

299
299

612
674

6,917
6,917

1,636
1,636

5,943
5,943

7,951
7,951

T64
764

1,059
1,059

248
248

2,225
2,225

75,307

53

County/Court

ADAMS
Judicial District

ASOTIN
COLUMBIA
GARFIELD
Judicial District

BENTON
FPRANKLIN
Judicial District

CHELAN
DOUGLAS
Judicial District

CLALLAM
Judicial District

GLARK
Judicial District

COWLITZ
Judicial District

FERRY
PEND OREILLE
STEVENS
Judicial District

GRANT
Judicial District

GRAYS HARBOR
Judicial DPistrict

ISLAND
SAN JUAR
Judicial District

JEFFERSON
Judicial District

KING
Judicial District

KITSAP
Judicial District

KITTITAS
Judicial Districet

KLICKITAT
SKAMANIA
Judicial District

LEVWIS
Judicial District

LINCOLN
Judicial Gistriet

HASON
THURSTON
Judicial District

OKANOGAN
Judfcial District

PACIFIC
WAHKIAKUM
Judicial District

PI1ERCE
Judicial District

SKAGIT
Judfcisl District

SNOHOMISH
Judicial District

SPOKANE
Judicial District

WALLA WALLA
Judictial District

WHATCOH
Judtefal pilatrict

WHITHAN
Judicial District

YAKINA
Judicial District

TOTAL STATE

Diswm., Remand/
Lack of Chg. of Deflt., Other

Pros.

26
26

58
7
[

65

336
306
642

0
52
52

]
0

97
97

10
10

5
44
58

107

12
12

60
60

0
7
7

57
57

4,415
4,415

11
i1

4
54

57
16
73

81
81

18
18

30
€00
630

4
4

197
3
200

62
62

0
o

877
a17

By OO CcO . GO

90
7,652

Yenue

106
106

oo

~~

——

12
12

16
16

Table 62, Civil Case Activity, 1982

-~~Dispositions by Type
Settled/

Jdgrt., Dism.

121
32
153

96
96

102
102

126
1,262
1,388

164
164

185
28
213

4,589
4,549

0
[

1,417
1,417

0
0
292
292

622
622

160
160

802
802

1
1

64
18

6
a8

1,065
452
1,517

85
85

7
7

571
571

85
284
373

421
421

415
415

0
1us
115

104
104

7,361
7,361

1,004
1,004

1
1

45
128
173

860
860

14
14

262
704
966

83
83

164
2]
185

1,554
1,554
0
0

2,949
2,949

[
0

281
281

395
395

65
65

1,095
1,095

682 19,505 20,684

Sunm. After Not
Jdgmt. Trial Spec.

0 0 158
o 0 158
1 2 [
6 3 1
2 o 0
9 8 1

40 172 0

82 58 0

122 230 o
[ 0 667
7 14 1
7 14 668
[ o a7z
0 o 372

75 202 60
75 202 60
0 o 1,099
0 0 1,099
7 [ 0
2 2 0
15 38 0
24 40 0
18 62 i
18 62 1
41 47 [

51 &7 [

[ o 586
11 16 0
11 16 586
3 12 77
3 12 77

561 9,860 290
561 9,860 2%0

5 6 [

5 6 0

0 12 3s7

[ 12 357
22 1 [}
18 0
40 11 o
26 40 2
26 40 2
[ 2 2

[ 2 2
11 22 2
63 97 0
74 119 2
34 4 0
34 4 0
50 8 [
2 4 0
52 12 0
179 494 [
179 494 o
0 0 1,636

0 0 1,636
204 390 [
204 390 [
0 0 7,951

0 0 7,951

4 66 114

4 66 114
28 13 0
28 13 o
6 3 [}

6 3 0
66 15¢ 0
66 156 0
1,589 11,819 13,376

TOTAL

DISPOSED

187
187

421
679

843
843

1,034
1,034

586
173
759

304
304

27,643
27,643

1,632
1,432

435
435

248
207
455

1,129
1,129

149
149

459
2,762
3,221

299
299

612
62
674

6,917
6,917

1,636
1,636

5,943
5,943

7,951
7,951

764
164

1,059
1,058

248
248

2,225
2,225

75,307

voeTrials.,

1,338
1,338

244
244

65
65

15
15
30

89
89

5
5

28
126
154

49
49
64
27
91

647
647

206
206

468
468

490
90

67
67

150
150

19
19

110
110

5,681

Proceedings by Type
«.Other Hes
Pre-

Jury Disp. Disp
6 [ 0
6 0 [+]
L] 104 1
6 35 16
0 4 4
6 143 17

43 1,004 897
29 355 8
72 1,359 905
9 0 0
7 45 105
16 45 105
13 0 0
13 0 0
30 1,951 1,588
k1Y 1,951 1,588
14 13 [}
14 13 0
2 58 6
4 287 13
8 215 202
14 560 221
2] 307 307
21 307 307
17 833 389
17 833 389
3 564 [
3 100 80
6 664 80
5 [+ 0
5 o 0

280 11,784 12,625
280 11,784 12,625

41 1,069 - 1,032
41 1,069 1,032

6 27 18
6 27 18
3 42 38
2 0 2
5 42 40
4 354 538
& 354 538
1 25 75
)3 25 75
3 177 191

26 1,064 1,438
29 1,241 1,629

6 315 150
6 3715 150
1 259 5
3 48 28
4 307 33
17 129 611
117 129 611
21 467 454
21 467 454

70 2,666 2,755

70 2,666 2,755
137 8,632 [}
132 8,632 0

121,002 265
12 1,002 265

22 918 673

22 918 673
o

2 149 104

2 1149 104

35 1,501 1,183

a5 1,501 1,183

1,007 36,563 25,837

rings..
Poat~
« Disp.

0
0
3
[
2
5

104
6
110

53
53

885
883

13

128
169

190
190

216
216

24
24

4,429
4,429

399
399

40
40

262
262

23
23

63
378
441

110
110

76
123

77
77

134
134

1,545
1,545

0
0

144
144

160
160

25
25

556
556

10,126

carnest

e
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Table 63, History of Criminal Filings: 1977-1382

County/Court 1977 1978
ADAMS. 67 73
Judicial District 67 73
ASOTIN 73 17
COLUMBIA 40 33
GARFIELD 10 4
Judicial District 123 114
BENTONR 194 197
FRANKLIN 138 171
Judicial Discrice 332 368
CHELAN 136 135
DOUGLAS 47 63
Judicial Districe 183 198
CLALLAM 248 370.
Judicial District 248 370
CLARK 617 534
Judicial District 617 534
COWLITZ 236 335
Judicial District 236 335
FERRY 32 34
PEND OREILLE 46 40
STEVENS 52 60
Judicial District 130 134
GRANT 229 ) 149
Judicial District 229 149
GRAYS HARBOR 237 202
Judicial District 237 202
ISLAND 105 104
SAN JUAN 38 18
Judicial Districe 143 122
JEFFERSON 41 64
Judicial Discrict 41 64
KING 4,493 4,432
Judicial District 4,493 4,432
KITSAP 486 446
Judicial District 486 446
KITTLTAS 91 84
Judicial District 91 84
KLICKITAT 41 59
SKAMANIA 44 34
Judicial District as 93
LEW1S 319 273
Judicial District 319 273
LIRCOLN 44 30
Judicial District 44 30
HASON . 147 102
THURSTON 339 314
Judicial Districe 486 416
OXANOGAN 160 156
Judicial District 160 156
PACIPIC 114 99
WAHKIAKUM 14 13
Judicial District 128 112
PIERCE 1,849 2,005
Judicial Pigtrict 1,849 2,005
SKAGIT 133 266
Judicial District 133 266
SNOHOMISH 624 747
Judicial Districet 624 747
SPOKANE 988 1,012
Judicial District 988 1,012
WALLA WALLA 303 225
Judicial Districe 303 225
WHATCOM 344 370
Judicfal District 344 370
WHITMAN 55 59
Judicial District $5 59
YAKIMA 967 889
Judicial District 967 889
TOTAL STATE 14,141 14,278

1979

56
56

53
38

97
250
182
432
172
237

303
303

518
518

369
369

84
52

181

201
201

230
230

90
113

91
91

4,539
4,539

4715
4715

80
80

102

66
168
7.8

328

41
41

153
445
598

199
199

107
15
122

1,861
1,861

158
158

1,039
1,039

1,105
1,105

196
196

442
442

64
64

981
981

15,224

142
142

119
141

2,461
2,461

259
259

1,378
1,378

1,053
1,053

254
254

519
519

69
69

1,000
1,000

17,907

1981

82
82

65
15

89
432
202
634
224
280

332
332

786
786

460
460

27

104
154

202
202

255
255

123
151

131
131

4,406
4,406

533
533

117
117

98
155

348
348

43
43

184
495
679

176
176

108
123

2,554
2,554

208
208

1,006
1,006

957
957

289
289

565
565

34
34

964
964

16,713

1982

65
[ 3]

57

86
326
215
541
267
353

237
237

825
325

522
522

39

110
178

244
244

243
243

92

100
100

4,528
4,528

500
500

10Q
100

83
172

305
305

38
38

170
486
656

154
154

129
141
2,693

2,693

215
215

993
993

1,123
1,123

293
293

507
507

4t
41

1,016
1,016

16,406

lZ?‘

s g

R
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Table 64, Criminal Filings By Type of Offense, 1982

County/Court

ADAMS
Judictal District

ASOTIN
COLUMBIA
GARFIELD
Judicial Pistrict

BENTON
FRANXLIR
Judicial Diastrict

CHELAN
DOUGLAS
Judicial District

CLALLANM
Judicial District

CLARK
Judicial District

COWLITZ
Judicial Discrict

FERRY
PEND OREILLE
STEYENS
Judicial Discrict

GRANT
Judicial District

GRAYS HARBOR
Judicial Diggrict

ISLAND
SAN JUAN
Judicial District

JEFFERSON
Judicial Discrict

KING
Judicial Diastrict

KITSAP
Judicfal District

KITTITAS
Judicial District

KLICKITAT
SKAMANIA
Judictal District

LEW1S
Judicial Discrict

LINCOLN
Judicial Districe

MASON
THURSTOR
Judicial District

OKAROGAN
Judicial District

PACIFIC
WAHKIAKUNM
Judicial District

PIERCE
Judicial District

SKAGLIT
Judicial Diatrict

SKOHOMISH
Judicial District

SPOXKANE
Judictal Districe

WALLA WALLA
Judicial District

WHATCON
Judicial District

WHITHAN
Judicial Diserict

YAKIMA
Judicial District

TOTAL STATE

* gubtotal includes filings for which the primary offense was hot reported.
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1
1

256

O Wow

NOoON N

60

26

~
NON A o AN~ o

X

242
242

13
13

10
17

18
18

15
17

12
12

121
121

11
1

46
46

95
95
&
4
19
19

2
2

18
18

838

Sex
Homicide Crimes Asosult

29
61

25
5

17
18

254
254

22
22

90
90

66
66

37
37

7
7

6
6

97
97

1,446

Robbery
& Theft

76
41
12
44
73

39
9

245
245

]

16
16

1,493
1,493

155
155

25
25
22
26

48
48

33
168
201

21
21

19
21

823
825

38
38

252
252

239
239

71
71

100
100

L)
L]

266
266

4,553

ww

n
62
73

27
a7

139
139

693
693

73
73

29
29

12
22

74
74

25
115

22
22

21
25

271
271

53
53

130

130

187
187

39
39

84
84

9
9

210
210

2,646

weoeow oo

16

71
71

906

Controlled
Burglary Forgery Substances

21
21

10
9
0

19

82
as
120
24
6
30

22
22

104
104

125
125

11

2
40
53

32
52

26
26

30
6
as

2
2

500
300

67
67

21
39

19
19

21
108

29
29

298
298

18
18

157
157

129
129

40
40

46
46

138
138

2,223

Other

484
484

83
83

17
17

18
37

96
96

14
14

39
100

34
34

25
28

645
645

33
33

129
129

325
325

85
85

119

119

159
159

2,953

suB-
*TOTAL

63
63

56
20
9
85
303
206
50¢
243
83
326

218
218

810
810

507
507

34
29
106
169

237
237

207
207

86
112

95w
95

3,944
3,944

A7
477

99
99

71
158

299
299

37
37

169
644

154
154

102
113

2,602
2,602

208
208

895
89z

1,115
1,115

290
290

464
464

38
38

977
977

15,852

Appeales

from
Lur.Cts. TOTAL
2 65
2 65
1 57
[ 20
0 9
1 86
23 326
9 215
32 541
24 267
3 86
27 353
19 237
19 237
15 825
15 825
15 522
15 522
5 39
0 29
& 110
9 178
7 244
7 264
36 243
36 243
6 92
9 35
15 127
5 100
5 100
584 4,528
584 4,528
23 500
23 500
1 100
1 100
14 85
[} 87
14 172
6 305
6 305
1 38
1 as
1 170
11 486
12 656
[ 154
0 154
27 129
1 12
28 141
91 2,693
91 2,693
7 215
7 215
98 993
58 993
8 1,123
8 1,123
3 293
3 293
43 507
43 507
3 41
3 &1
39 1,016
39 1,016
1,144 16,996
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Table 65, Criminal Case Activity, 1982 : : Table 66, History of Juvenile Filings: 1977-1982
. ! :
County/Court 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
------------- Dispositione by Type Proceedings by Type-——=-——-w=u.
Remand/ Dism. Conv, eesTrials.. +.0thar Hearings,.. ADAMS 19 a8 32 41 37 22
Chg. of or Def. and Not TOTAL Non~ Arraign- Pre- Past~ Jud{cial District 19 48 32 41 37 22
County/Court Venue Pros., Acquit. Sent., Spec. DISPOSED Jury Jury ments bisp. Disp. Disp.
ASOTIN 40 55 45 51 40 38
ADAMS [ 1 0 2 60 63 4 5 0 0 [ ] ) . COLUMBIA 10 19 20 8 8 15
Judicial District 0 1 [ 2 60 63 4 5 0 0 0 0 GARFIELD 6 ° 6 0 0 3
N 5 48 56
AS::!N 0 18 3 26 0 47 1 2 58 41 1 15 * Judicial District 56 74 71 9
COLUHBIA [} 3 1 4 0 8 o 0 19 4 11 3" 640 590 614
O edtetal piarcs ST S S-S i ° 3 H R PRANKLIN 139 ¥ 166 217 171 )
udicia srriet 2 H 36 0 65 1 2 84 51 1 22 Judicial District 598 555 761 857 761 763
BENTON 15 31 6 271 10 333 3 27 269 521 306 316
FRANKLIN 0 7 o 184 0 191 2 17 175 7 5 10 CHELAN Ht ‘gz fgg 18¢ ﬁf 132
Judieial District 15 38 6 455 ‘10 524 5 44 444 528 ar2 326
Judicial District 167 253 3ss 275 384 278
CHELAN 0 0 0 [} 297 297 3 15 233 685 161 135 . ;
DOUGLAS 0 20 4 64 0 88 0 2 81 59 59 46 CLALLAM 237 165 836 794 833 76
Judicial District 0 20 4 64 297 385 3 17 364 744 220 181 Judicial District 237 165 836 794 833 767
CLALLAM [ 14 0 23 80 117 1 22 0 2 0 0 CLARK 756 910 997 1,452 1,310 882
Judicial District 0 14 0 23 80 117 1 22 [ 2 [ 0 Judicial District 756 910 997 1,452 1,310 882
CLARK 6 211 13 568 2 800 10 56 804 4,238 703 1,072 COYLITZ 348 495 444 429 575 616
Judicial Districe 6 211 13 568 2 800 10 56 804 4,238 703 1,072 Judfeial District 348 495 [ 429 575 616
COWLITZ 0 87 21 316 0 424 10 3s 182 290 55 2 FERRY 11 32 26 19 43 30
Judicial Districr [ 87 21 36 [ 424 10 35 182 290 55 2 PEND OREILLE 24 75 54 73 “‘:2 182
STEVENS 59 174 123 119
FERRY 1] 9 4 25 ] 38 1 4 30 57 7 13 28} 203 211 307 188
pENg OREILLE o 10 1 23 0 14 1 0 29 67 20 71" Judicial District 94 '
STEVENS 1 17 s 73 0 96 10 7 108 150 91 84 2 321 412 371 '
Judicial Districe 1 36 10 121 [ 168 \2 11 167 274 118 168 G“f,‘ﬁdm,l District §§2 §2§ zii 321 412 a7l g
GRANT 3 51 3 106 0 163 2 10 162 255 114 144 i
15 296 346 419 436 445 ‘
Judicial District 3 51 3 106 [ 163 2 10 162 255 114 144 G‘“ﬁ‘,;‘ﬁ‘,“{"m"m 15§ 296 346 419 436 445
GRAYS HARBOR 7 22 1 189 0 219 14 34 142 815 207 98
Judicial Districe 7 22 1 189 0 219 14 34 142 815 207 98 ISLAND 312 287 102 84 175 146 ‘
i SAN JUAN 12 23 32 42 39 34 i1
ISLAND 0 0 0 0 102 192 6 7 123 145 [ [} ; Judieial District 324 310 134 126 214 180 :
' SAN JUAN 0 8 4 15 0 27 1 s 21 55 20 16 s 89
‘ Judicial Districe 0 8 4 15 102 129 7 12 144 200 20 16 JEFFERSON 37 30 55 63 66 5
' Judicial Diutrict 37 30 55 63 66 8
JEFFERSON 1 34 0 41 3z 108 0 3 0 [/ 0 0 | !
Judicial Distriet 1 34 0 41 32 108 0 3 0 0 0 0 KING 4,592 5,271 6,466 6,519 6,604 6,472 '
Judicial District 4,592 5,271 6,466 6,519 6,604 6,473
KING 200 931 208 3,949 0 5,288 535 413 3,726 8,575 3,637 3,613
Judiefal District 200 931 208 3,949 0 5,288 535 413 3,724 8,575 3,637 3,613 4 XLTSAP 364 418 749 776 862 93;
Judictlal District 364 418 749 776 862 93
KITSAP 4 42 & 319 [ 369 3 7 388 1,488 372 518 o udicia seric
- Judicial Districr 4 42 4 319 0 369 31 71 388 1,488 372 518 ey KITTITAS 15 70 92 91 123 90 .
KITTLTAS 0 2 [+] 7 4] 50 2 2 21 16 7 o L. é Judicfal Diatrict 35 70 92 91 123 90 Iy
Judicial Distriet 0 2 4] 7 41 50 2 2 21 16 7 o . s ) KLICKITAT 32 59 92 82 l]az 13? '
) - SKAMANTA 22 29 97 83 ;
KLICKITAT 1] 6 1 59 ] 66 2 4 89 41 14 A5 ‘ 199 *
SKAMANIA 0 a4 7 15 0 56 0 2 30 18 19 10 Judirial Districe 54 88 189 165 195 9 .
Judtelal District 0 40 8 74 0 122 2 6 19 59 33 55 LEWLS Las 289 429 466 457 288 :
LENIS 9 12 6 281 0 128 16 10 337 610 228 $53% Judicial Discrict 185 289 429 466 457 288
Judieial Districe 9 32 6 281 0 328 16 10 337 610 228 555 ) LINGOLN 40 24 39 34 40 29
LINCOLN 1 13 0 23 9 37 0 2 21 49 26 17 : Judicial District 40 24 39 34 40 29 ;
Judieial Districe 1 13 0 23 0 B
cia stric 37 0 2 21 49 26 17 HASON 85 150 217 222 211 182 5
MASON 2 56 1114 20 195 7 12 143 208 148 102 5 THURSTON 288 323 380 e HH 1,007 e
THURSTON 5 46 7 414 3 475 9 28 326 961 439 207 Judtcial District 373 679 1,097 958 1,056 , i
Judicial Districe 7 102 10 528 23 670 16 40 469 1,169 587 310 162 " 192 156 168 213 &
OKANOGAN
OKANOGAN 0 18 9 52 0 79 15 10 154 265 50 21 Judicial District 162 141 192 356 168 213
Judicial District 0 18 9 52 0 79 15 10 154 265 50 27 4 14 148 i45 151
g PACIFIC 1 66 [
PACIFIC 5 54 4 78 0 141 4 15 111 234 11 152 WAHRIAKUM 5 14 18 10 18 25
A edtonal District 5 s O s e a2 a3 5 822 . Judiclal Distriect 46 80 158 158 163 176
udicia sirie 2 1 1
PIERCE 1,021 1,074 1,473 2,279 2,974 2,843
PLERCE 14 847 143 1,728 0 2,732 46 98 2,155 3,399 1,428 915 1 47 2,279 2,974 2,843
Judicial Discrice 14 B47 143 1,728 o 2,732 &6 98 2,155 3,399 1428 915 Judtelal diserict 1,021 1,074 1472 ' ! '
y SKAGLT 392 283 254 269 271 313
SKAg:L:uL bistricet g gg : :gg 1l }Zi ::: {g 113599 ll';g ;; :g Judicial District 392 283 N 254 269 271 313
444 1,957 1,677 1,905 1,953 1,941
SNOHOMISH 23 265 29 557 0 874 22 70 872, . 2,384 638 . 612 SNOHOHISH L . ’ 941
Judicial Diserdect 23 265 29 557 0 874 22 70 872 2:355 638 612 b Judicial District 1,444 1,957 1,677 1,905 1,953 1,94
1,760 2,060 2,155
SPOKANE 0 0 0 0 1,016 1,016 23 108 991 95 317 0 SPOKANE 1,470 14634 1,493 : '
Judieial District [ 0 0 0 1.016 1,016 23 108 991 395 317 0 Judicial pistriet 1,470 1,654 1,493 1,760 2,060 2,155
WALLA WALLA 2 147 7 87 133 376 27 256 767 108 27 WALLA WALLA 133 268 218 229 2:0 }:;
Judicial District 2 147 7 87 133 376 1 27 256 767 108 27 » Judieial bistrict 133 268 218 229 240
WHATCOM 14 64 "6 345 0 429 9 kE] 302 1,181 418 389 WHATCOM 245 322 557 507 533 579
Judiesal Diastrice 14 64 6 345 0 429 9 5 302 1,188 418 389 Judiclal District 245 322 557 507 533 579
WHITHAN 2 5 ¢ 19 1 27 k] 0 47 48 21 4 ’ WHITHAN 50 a8 55 62 44 52
Judicial District 2 5 [\ 19 ) 27 3 0 &7 48 21 4 K ] Judictal District 50 38 55 62 44 52 ; i
YAKIHA 45 146 10 695 2 898 8 28 898 604 771 1,209 YAKINMA 1,193 1,068 1,213 1,391 1,298 1,121
Judicial Dletrict 45 146 10 695 2 898 8 28 898 604 771 1,209 ] Judicial Distriect 1,193 1,068 1,213 1,391 1,298 1,121 i
TOTAL STATE 364 3,335 520 10,792 1,800 16,811 813 1,206 13,532 28,833 10,501 10,504 TOTAL STATE 14,824 17,406 20,836 22,972 24,424 23,282
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Table 67, Juvenile Offender Case Activity, 1982

Diapositions by Type
+««Convicted..

Cases Juris. Camnty.
County/Court Filed Decln. Disa. Acquit. Supvsn. Inst
ADAMS 17 7 4 0 17 [
Judicial District 17 7 4 ] 17 0
ASOTIN 24 2 3 [} 17 6
COLUMBIA 7 1 0 0 1 0
GARFIELD 3 2 [} 0 0 0
Judicial District 34 5 3 0 18 [
BENTONR 489 23 139 8 287 31
FRANKLIN 100 2 9 1 68 4
Judicial District 589 25 148 9 355 35
CHELAN® 136 1 21 0 a1 10
DOUGLAS 55 4 10 0 27 )
Judicial District 191 5 k3] 0 108 16
CLALLANM 634 2 45 122 281 53
Judfcial District 634 2 A5 122 281 53
CLARKA* 882 37 322 0 482 33
Judicial District 882 37 322 0 482 53
COWLITZ 448 24 10 9 224 76
Judicial District 448 24 10 9 224 76
FERRY 25 6 2 0 11 &
PEND OREILLE 37 5 5 1 14 13
STEVENS 82 6 10 1 68 11
Judiecial District 144 17 17 2 93 28
GRANT 306 7 52 1 220 12
Judicial District 306 7 52 1 220 12
GRAYS HARBOR 376 o 57 7 348 61
Judicial District 376 Q 57 1 348 61
ISLAND* 19 1 5 2 62 10
SAN JUAN 23 3 1 2 16 1
Judicial District 102 4 6 4 78 11
JEFFERSON 68 7 16 5 3s 4
Judicial District 68 7 16 5 as 4
KING 5,044 52 1,367 128 2,535 156
Judicial District 5,044 52 1,367 128 2,595 756
KITSAP 781 & 23 45 640 37
Judicial District 781 4 23 45 640 37
KLITTITAS* 70 [} 15 [} 33 12
Judicial District 70 4 15 [ a3 12
KLICKITAT 53 3 8 1 12 10
SKAMANIA 54 1 1 1] 19 1
Judicial District 107 L3 9 1 3 11
LEWIS® 288 7 35 [ 165 30
Judicial District 288 7 35 0 165 30
LINCOLN 22 6 1 ] 14 (]
Judicial District 22 6 13 [ 14 0
HASON 136 6 9 [} 85 26
THURSTON 711 0 117 32 356 154
Judieial Discrict 847 6 126 3z 441 180
OKANOGAN 195 5 13 2 3 14
Judicial District 195 5 13 2 33 14
PACIFIC 115 4 18 2 53 21
WAHKIAKUK 16 t 0 0 12 1]
Judicial District 131 5 18 z [}] 21
PIERCE 1,999 20 1 11 1,224 180
Judicial Dlstrict 1,999 20 1 11 1,224 180
SKAGIT* 240 14 42 o 1 33
Judicial District 34c 14 42 0 11 33
SHOHOMISH 1,421 30 156 93 601 115
Judicial Disrrict 1,421 30 156 93 601 115
SPOKANE#* 1,616 12 426 13 951 106
Judicial District 1,616 12 426 13 951 106
WALLA WALLA 135 i 15 0 95 10
Judicial Discrict 135 1 15 4 95 10
WHATCOM 478 21 11 23 258 47
Judicial District 478 21 11 23 258 47
WHLTHAN 27 4 t [} 20 13
Judicial District 27 4 1 1] 20 13
YAKIHA 918 3 207 34 571 178
Judicial Districec 918 3 207 34 571 ¢ 175
TOTAL STATE 18,110 334 3,177 543 10,107 2,095

* Total dispositions as reported, but detail estinated.

** Filings and type of disposition compiled from JUVIS.

Not

« Speca

-
moN

~

~
-

e

©oco oocoo oo

OO0 OO0 OO0 0O 00 OO 00 KNGO OO0 OO0 0000 ©O OO0 OO0 NNO

oo oo o0 Lo 090 OO0

s

o

0

TOTAL
DISPOSED

28
28

28

237
237

21
2t

138
659
797

67
67

28
13
111

1,436
1,436

200
200

995
985

1,508
1,508

142
142

360
360

39
39

990
990

16,294

==-=--Proceedings by Type-r—=--

Trials

977
977

-
ce Nee

2
2

84
B4

62
62

i)
7

66
66

0
0

143
143

2,044

sesessHearinga.csass
Pre~ Post-
Disp. Other Disp.

6 16 1

6 16 1
14 6 0
2 3 0

2 0 0
18 9 0
108 431 107
5 0 20
313 431 127
121 113 77
24 40 18
145 153 95
456 21 36
456 21 36
0 0 0

) 0 0
267 286 1t
267 286 11
16 5 1
63 7 25
68 15 24
147 87 50
430 232 94
430 232 94
351 243 221
351 383 221
153 0 0
" 12 1
197 12 1
0 0 0

0 0 0

3,385 3,216 1,807
3,385 3,216 1,807

1,127 169 193
1,127 169 193
13 4 0
13 4 [
56 13 11

32 17 22 -
88 30 33
0 9 0
0 [ 0
30 15 6,
30 15 6
122 114 36
376 530 179
498 b4 215
165 56 21
165 56 21
141 1 31
28 11 9
169 18 40
763 10 497
763 10 497
238 0 [
238 0 0
1,218 965 346
1,218 965 346
5,171 [ [
5,171 o 0
150 104 107
150 104 107
256 486 150
256 486 150
28 12 3
28 12 3
1,133 721 331
1,133 728 . 331

16,762 - 8,080 4,485
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County/Court

ADANS
Judicial District

ASOTIN
COLUMBIA
GARFIELD
Judicial District

BENTON
FRANKLIN
Judicial Distriet

CHELAR
DOUGLAS
Judicial District

CLALLAY
Judicial Diatrice

CLARK
Judicial District

COWLITZ
Judicial District

FERRY
PEND OREILLE
STEVENS
Judicial Districe

GRANT
Judiclial District

GRAYS HARBOR
Judicial District

1SLAND
SAN JUAR
Judicial Distriet

JEFFERSON
Judicial District

RING
Judicial Districet

KITSAP
Judicial District

KITTITAS
Judicial District

KLICKITAT
SKAMANIA
Judicial District

LEWIS
Judicial District

LINGOLN
Judicial District

MASON
THRYRSTGN
Judicial Diatrice

OKANOGAN
Judictal District

PACIFIC
WAHKIAKUM
Judicial District

PIERCE
Judicial Diastrict

SKAGIT
Judicial Destrict

SNOHON1SH
Judicial Discrict

SPOXANE
Judicial Distrtct

WALLA WALLA
Judicial District

WHATCON
Judicial District

WHITHAN
Judicial District

YAKIHA
Judicial Dintrice

TOTAL STATE

Caves
Filed

5
5

14
8
0

22

125
49
174

48
39

46
124
170

18
18

36
A5

844
844

73
73

520
520

539
539

62
62

101
101

25
25

203
203

3,172
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------Dispositions by Typ
Remand/ Without

After
of Fact Fact Not
e Finding Finding Spac.

1 1 1

1 3 1
1 6 ]

1 1 0

0 0 0

2 7 0
&6 25 [
Q 7 0
A6 32 (]
] 0 30
28 10 [}
28 10 30
0 ] 42
0 0 42
0 0 0
(] 0 o
k2 88 0
34 88 1]
3 [ 0

1 13 0

] 16 [
9 29 [
8 11 0
8 1 0
5 1 0
5 1 1]
0 [ 20
11 1 Y
1 1 20
] 0 18
0 o 18
492 132 0
492 152 0
25 85 8
25 85 8
1 1 17

1 1 17
13 9 0
6 14 0
19 23 0
Q [ 0
0 [ 0
3 3 0
3 3 ' 0
8 10 0
3 1 11
12 11 1 33
1 1 0
1 1 ]
7 36 0
0 6 0
H 42 [
0 0 0
0 [ 0
1 13 13
7 15 15
107 0 Q
107 0 [
[ 0 613
0 0 613
14 13 4
14 t3 4
39 37 1
39 37 1
5 9 0
5 9 [
4 52 5
4 52 5
880 624 785

Table 68, Juvenile Dependency Case Activity, 1982

TOTAL
DISPOSED

672
672

118
118

107
107

613
613

a1
31

83
83

15
15

62
62

2,339

Shelter
Care

§
4

15
3
0

18

12
&4
16

3
11
14

27
27

0
0

38
38

14
13

2
29

4
4

91
9

14
[
14

0
0

1,070
1,070

153
153

63
148
148

53
53

1,777
1,177

30
30

16
16

44
44

3,719

Proceedings by Type-==wwmean
Fact Post-
Finding Other Diap.
2 2 (]
2 2 0
21 11 9
5 3 1
0 0 0
26 14 10
48 118 202 :
19 91 11
67 209 213
26 44 163
! 56 14
27 100 157
84 71 126
84 71 126
0 [} ]
0 0 0 .
109 3 170
1e9 3 170
2 8 s
15 23 &7
13 13 37
3o 44 89
3 159 28
3 159 98
15 35 66
15 35 66 .
6 0 .02
4 5 5
10 5 7
0 4 1]
V] 4 o
66 249 1,107
66 249 1,107
86 132 299
86 132 299
Q 4] 0
[} 0 0
[} 49 24
14 19 [3%
20 68 65
0 0 o
o o 0
2 1 9
2 1 9
9 39 40
86 89 137
95 128 177 N
5 22 33
5 22 33
36 10 77
17 4 4
53 14 81
628 331 1,469
628 a3 1,469
0 [ (¢ \
0 0 0 g
18 244 434
18 244 434
0 0 377
4 0 377
20 7 46
20 7 46
57 76 235 :
57 76 235
6 9 6
6 9 6
123 38 537
123 3a 537
1,552 1,965 5,811
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Table 69, History of Probate, Guardianship, and Adoption Filings: 1977-1982

County/Court

ADAMS
Judicial District

ASOTIN
COLUMBIA
GARFIELD
Judicial District

BENTON
FRANKLIN
Judicial District

CHELAN
DOUGLAS
Judicial District

CLALLAM
Judicioal District

CLARK
Judicial Distrigce

COWLITZ
Judicial District

FERRY
PEND OREILLE
STEVENS
Judicial District

GRANT
Judicial District

GRAYS HARBOR
Judicial District

ISLAND
SAN JUAN
Judicial District

JEFFERSON
Judicial District

KING
Judicial District

KITSAP
Judicial District

KITTITAS
Judictal District

KLICKITAT
SKAMANIA
Judicial District

LEW1S
Judicial District

LIRCOLN
Judicial District

HASOR
THURSTON
Judicial District

OKANOGAN
Judicial District

PACIFIC
WAHKIAKUM
Judicial District

PI1ERCE
Judicial District

SKAGIT
Judicial Pistrict

SROHOMISH .
Judicial District

SPOXANE
Judicial District

WALLA WALLA
Judicial District

WHATCOM
Judicial District

WHITMAN
Judicial District

YAKIMA
Judicial Bistrict

TOTAL STATE

167

224
224

291
291

182
225

68
68

5,475
5,475

532
532

96
96

57
96

238
238

77
77

133
405
538

115
115

86
14
100

1,548
1,548

290
290

959
959

1,643
1,643

293
293

421
421

129
129

734
734

16,164

5,569
5,569

542
542

101
101

47
44
91

226
226

102
102

141
451
592

133
133

92
15
107

1,714
1,714

319
319

1,030
1,030

1,719
1,719

244
244

429
429

165
165

719
719

16,685

5,205
5,205

605
605

83
83

54
114

243
243

82
82

144
537
681

108
108

77
15
92

1,925
1,925

296
296

1,285
1,285

1,687
1,637

291
291

411
411

153
153

B84
884

17,245

145
507
652

97
97

73
86

1,602
1,602

329
329

1,332
1,332

1,689
1,689

262
262

483
483

155
155

966
966

18,025

297
297

190
236

91
91t

6,410
6,410

719
719

118
118

69
103

273
273

8z
82

155
707

137
137

82
93

2,004
2,004

337
337

1,365
1,365

1,754
1,754

271
271

439
439

146
146

986
986

19,187

178
597
175

119
119

83
12
95

2,205
2,205

334
334

1,366
1,366

1,731
1,731

240
240

466
466

147
147

911
911

19,553
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County/Court

ADAMS
Judicial Districe

ASOTIN
COLUMBIA
GARFIELD
Judiciasl District

BERTON
FRANKLIN
Judicial District

CHELAN
DOUGLAS
Judicial District

CLALLAN
Judicial Districe

CLARK
Judicial Districc

CONLITZ
Judicial District

FERRY
PEND OREILLE
STEVENS
Judicial District

GRANT
Judicial Dietrict

GRAYS HARBOR
Judicial District

ISLAND
SAN JUAN
Judicial Distriet

JEFFERSON
Judtcial Dietrict

K1RG
Jud{cial District

KITSAP
Judicial Disceict

KITTITAS
Judicial Diotrict

KLICKITAT
SKAMANIA
Judictlal District

LEWIS
Judicisl District

LINCOLN .
Judieial District

MASON
THURSTON
Judicial Diserice

OKANOGAN
Judicial District

PACIFIC
WABKIARUM
Judicial District

PIERCE
Judicial Distefet

SKAGIT
Judicial District

SHOHOMISR
Judicial Disteict

SPOXANE
Judicial District

HALLA WALLA
Judicial District

WHATCOM
Judicial District

WHITHAN
Judicial District

YAKIHA
Judictal Distriet

TOTAL STATE

L)

1977

O~

91
91

25
25

12
12

175
175

2,810

1978

wn

209
209

-

1,006
1,006

80
80

-

72
72

15
118
134

14
14

678
678

13
13

208
208

510+
510

85
85

54
54

9
9

194
194

3,573

Table 70, History of Mental lliness Filings: 1977-1982

19738

13

15
24
12
36
26
26

31
31

190
190

ooe oo

776
176

78
18

213
273

529+
529

170
t70

57
37

13
13

238
238

4,672

1980

186
186

164

0
13
Q
13

1,082
1,082

135
135

k30
3

630
630

150
150

56
56

24
24

210
210

5,720

168
168

77
7

27
27

224
224

5,996

1982

17
17

12

17
321
393

39

43

31
31

131
131

88
a5

61
61

7
7

241
241

6,996

Revined from figures reported in 1981 Report on Cnscloads and Operations of the Courts of Washington,

:
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Table 71, Probate, Guardianship, Adoption and Mental lliness Case Activity, 1982

“m=wr~-e---w-Digspositions Proceedings by Type-—==wrocwmamw~s
sevsessssserscHEeATINEB satssanesnnn
County/Court Probate Guard. Adopt. H.1. Trials Probate Guard. Adopt. M.I.
ADAMS 24 0 9 1 2 1 [} [} 0
Judictal District 24 0 9 1 2 1 0 [ )
ASOTIN 47 [ 4 0 0 15 7 0 0
COLUMBIA 14 0 1 [ 1 3 3 2 0
GARFIELD 12 0 1 1 [} 2 2 0 [}
Judicial District 73 [} 6 1 1 23 12 2 []
BENTON 169 1 196 321 9 58 28 210 60
FRANKLIR 40 6 26 4 1 28 8 8 11
Judicial District 209 7 222 32s 10 86 36 218 71
CHELAN 98 3 27 0 0 208 95 34 1
DOUGLAS 32 ] 15 0 1 49 9 12 [}
g Judicial Dbistrict 130 5 42 0 1 2517 104 47 1
‘ CLALLAM 4 o 20 3 (1] 3 1 2 0
L Judicial District 4 ] 20 3 0 3 1 2 0
? CLARK 199 18 135 [} 5 403 180 286 28
] Judictal District 199 18 135 [ 5 403 180 286 28
, CONLITZ 119 7 47 0 [} 0 0 Qo 1)
| Judicial District 119 7 &7 0 0 0 0 0 0
\
| FERRY 0 0 0 0 0 7 1 6 0
* PEND OREILLE 24 1 s 1 1 35 16 27 2
STEVENS 32 6 21 18 [ a0 38 23 2
Judicial District 56 7 36 19 1 72 55 56 &
GRANT 69 8 35 13 0 85 28 35 4
Judictal District 69 8 35 13 0 85 28 35 L)
GRAYS HARBOR 94 1 54 [} 3 96 21 97 [}
Judicial District 94 1 54 4] 3 96 2t 97 0
ISLAND 99 1 a5 1 [} 104 23 47 5
SAN JUAN 28 1 5 1] [ 10 5 7 o
L Judicial Districet 127 2 40 1 0 114 28 54 5
JEFPERSON 41 9 10 8 [} [ 0 0 0
Judicial District 41 9 1 ] 0 4 0 0 0
KING 3,466 256 1,298 1,416 47 4,42) 1,265 1,554 2,967
Judicial District 3,466 256 1,298 1,416 47 4,423 1,265 1,554 2,967
KITSAP 263 37 145 0 7 143 91 233 28
Judicial District 263 37 145 0 7 143 91 233 28
t KITTITAS 45 3 16 [} 2 18 7 2 0
Judicial District &5 3 16 0 2 18 7 2
KLICKITAT 25 5 13 1 1 53 24 15 4
SKAMANIA 3 2 5 ] ] 1 0 2 [
Judicia) Diastrict 28 7 18 1 t 56 24 17 4
LEWIS . 111 5 36 [ 2 39 7 16 0
Judicial District 111 5 36 0 2 39 7 16 [
LINCOLN 69 5 4 5 [} 30 14 4 0
Judicial District 69 5 4 5 0 30 14 4 0
MASON 108 1 21 15 2 1,179 28 28 (]
THURSTON 296 20 169 170 0 184 59 145 52
Judictal District 404 21 190 185 2 1,363 87 173 58
OKANOGAN 22 5 2! [} ] 100 24 34 [}
; Judicial Dlstrict 22 5 21 [} [} 100 24 34 [
¢ PACIFIC 28 7 4 9 1 81 18 11 Q
Py WAHKIAKUM 9 1 1 0 2 25 1 2 0
! Judicidl Districe 37 8 5 9 3 106 19 13 3
: PIERCE 619 35 516 177 15 657 255 335 2,770
i Judiclal District 619 35 516 177 15 657 255 335 2,770
® SKAGIT 237 10 " 64 147 ? 216 56 47 39
Judicial District 237 10 64 147 2 216 56 &7 33
SNOHOMISH 701 39 369 0 10 173 124 611 91
Judicial District 701 39 369 0 10 173 124 611 91
\ SPOKANE 753 46 242 901 17 1,520 141 242 634
Judicial Disétrict 153 46 242 901 17 1,520 741 242 634
WALLA WALLA 130 6 46 12 1 32 14 30 37
Judicial Distriet 130 6 46 12 1 32 14 30 37
WHATCOM 116 1 64 0 5 130 34 75 17
Judicial District 116 1 64 0 5 130 34 75 17
WHITHAN 29 1 2 Q 0 120 14 8 0
Judicial Districet 29 ) 2 [} 0 120 14 8 [
YAKIHA 326 27 214 81 k] 169 56 207 321
Judicial Districe a6 27 214 81 3 169 56 207 324
TOTAL STATE 8,501 576 3,906 3,305 140 10,435 3,297 4,398 7,082
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Table 72, Trial Activity, 1982

wmmmAmesmiensoc—scne T1{al8 Held=mmmm=mmcmmmmieamnan Triala

Number Civil Criminal Trial/bisp Per Judge
of Non~= Non- Other Ratio Noo-
County/Zourt Judges Jury Jury Jury Jury Juvenile Cases TOTAL Civil Crim. Jury Jury
ADANMS [ 40 5 4 [} 2 57 0.246 0.143
Judicial District 1 6 40 5 4 0 2 57 0.246 0.143 11.0 46.0
ASOTIN 0 22 2 1 0 0 25 0.084 0.064
COLUMBIA 6 6 0 0 ] 3 13 0.176 0.000
GARFIELD 0 3 0 0 [} 0 3 0.068 0.000
Judiciak: District 1 6 1 2 1 0 3 43 0.099 0.046 8.9 3.0
BENTON 43 247 27 3 29 9 3ss 0.133 0.090
FRANKLIN 29 113 17 2 8 1 170 0.140 0.099
Judicial District S 72 360 44 5 37 10 528 0.135 0.094 23.2 82.4
CHELAN 9 172 15 3 42 [} 241 0.271 0.061
BOUGLAS 7 20 2 0 2 1 32 0.105 0.023
Judicial District 2 16 192 17 3 44 1 273 0.225 0.052 16.5 120.0
CLALLAN 13 127 22 1 228 0 391 0.369 0.197
Judf{cial District 1.93*% 13 127 22 1 228 0 391 0.369 0.197 l18.1 184.5
CLARK 30 273 56 34 0 5 374 0.091 0.082
Judicial District 5 30 272 56 10 0 5 374 0.091 0.082 17.2 57.6
COWLITZ 14 76 3 10 37 [ 172 0.081 0.106
Judicial District 3 14 76 3s 10 37 0 172 0.081 0.106 16.3 41.0
FERRY 2 27 & 1 2 0 a6 1.000 0.132
PEND OREILLE 4 51 o 1 2 1 59 0.240 0.029%
STEVENS 8 33 7 10 2 0 60 0.097 0.177
Judicfal District 1.71%* 14 11t 1n 12 (3 1 155 0.184 0.137 14.6 76.0
GRANT 21 58 10 2 29 o 120 0.094 0.074
Judiclal District 2 21 58 10 2 29 [} 120 0.094 0.074 15.5 44.5
GRAYS HARBOR 17 78 k1 14 16 3 162 0.092 0.219
Judieial District 2 17 78 34 14 16 3 162 0.092 0.219 25.5 55.5
ISLAND 3 59 7 6 3 ] 78 0.106 0.127
SAN JUAN 3 15 3 1 10 0 34 0.104 0.222
Judicial District 2 6 74 12 7 13 0 112 0.105 0.147 9.0 47.0
JEFFERSON 5 39 3 ] 1 0 48 0.145 0.028
Judictal District 0.674 5 39 3 0 1 0 48 0.145 0.028 1.9 5%.7
K1NG 280 1,338 413 535 977 &7 3,590 0.059 Q.179
Judicfal District 39 280 1,338 413 535 977 47 3,590 0.059 0.179 17.8 74.3
KITSAP 41 244 71 31 81 ? LY 0.199 0.276
Judieial District 5 &1 244 71 31 81 7 475 0.199 0.276 22.4 72.6
KITTITAS 6 65 2 2 4 2 81 0.163 0.080
Judieial Districe i & 65 2 2 4 2 81 0,163 0.080 8.0 73.0
KLICKITAT 3 15 4 2 4 1 29 ¢.079 0.091
SKAHANIA 2 [§#] 2 0 8 27 0.082 0,036
Judicial District 1 5 30 6 2 12 1 56 0.081 0.066 11.0 £5.0
LEVLIS 4 89 10 16 0 2 121 0.082 0.079
Judicial District 2 4 89 10 16 0 2 121 0.082 0.079 7.0 53.5
LINCOLN 1 5 2 0 3 ] 9 0.040 0.054
Judicial Diatrice 3 1 5 2 0 1 [+ 9 0.040 0.054 3.0 6.0
HASON 3 28 12 7 9 2 61 0.068 0.097
THURSTON 26 126 28 9 24 0 213 0.055 0.078
Judicial District 5 29 154 &40 16 33 2 274 0.057 0.084 13.8 41.0
OKANOGAN 6 49 1o 15 34 [¢] 114 0.184 0,316
Judicial District 1 6 49 10 15 34 ] tid 0.184 0.316 16.0 98.0
PACIFIC ) 64 15 3 27 1 112 0.106 0.135
WAHKIAKUM 3 27 2 8 12 2 54 0.484 0.667
Judicial District 1 4 91 17 i2 19 3 166 0.141 0.186 21.0 145.0
PIERCE 117 641 98 46 a8 )5 L,o0n 0.110 0,053
Judicial Df{strict 13 117 647 98 46 88 15 1,011 o0.110 0.053 16.5 61.2
SKACLT 21 206 18 k) 2 2 252 0.139 0.108
Judicial District 2 21 206 18 3 2 2 252 0.139 0.108 19.5 106.5
SNOHOM1SH 70 468 70 22 84 10 724 0.091 0.105
Judicfal Diatrict 8 170 468 70 22 84 10 724 0.09} 0.105 17.5 73.0
SPOXANE 132 490 108 23 62 17 832 0.078 0,129
Judieial Diutrict 10 132 490 108 23 62 17 832 0.078 0.129 “24.0 59.2
WALLA WALLA 12 67 27 1 7 1 s 0.103  0.074
Judictal Dimtrict 2 12 &7 27 1 7 1 115 0,103 0.074 19.5 3B.0
WUATCON 22 150 35 9 66 5 287 0.162 0.103
Jud{eial District 3 22 150 as 9 66 5 287 0.162 0,103 1%.0 76.7
WHITHAN 2 19 0 3 0 1] 24 0.085 0.11]
Judicial District 13 2 19 ] 3 0 o 24 0.085 0.1l 2.0 22.0
YAKINA 35 110 28 8 - 143 3 327 0,065 0.040 .
Jud{eial Discrict 5 as 110 23 8 143 3 27 0.065 0,040 12.6 52.8
TOTAL STATE 127.31 1,007 5,681 1,206 813 2,044 140 10,891 0.089 0.120 17.4 6842

* The Clallam-Jefferson Judiclnl Diatrict was di{vided into two single-county superior courts on April 1, 1982,
resulting in 1,93 FTE judges for the yuar in Clallam County and 0.67 FTE judges in Jefferson Gount

b
A wecond judge was added to Ferry-Pend Orellle-Stavens Superior Court effective Aprii 13, 1982, resulting in
1.7l FTE judges tor the year in that court.
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Table 73, Judicial Workload, 1981 and 1982

Weighted Caseload ~—~--~F{lings per Judge—————
Number Weighted Capeload per Judge Workload
of Percent  in Judge Percent
County/Court Judges 1982 198t Increase Years 1982 1981 Increase
26,149 29,204 -10.5% 344.0 385.0 ~10.6%
Judicial District 1 26,149 29,204 -10.5% ( 0.44) 344,0 385.0 ~10.6%
ASOTIN 33,999 34,384 =112 584.0 552.0 5.8%
COLUMBIA 8,919 7,779 14,7% 141.0 129.0 9.3
GARPIELD 4,555 4,212 8.1x 78.0 70.0 1142
Judicial District 1 47,473 46,375 2.4 { 0.86) 803.0 751.0 6.9% +
BENTON 49,058 57,215 ~14.3% 7715.4 853.5 -9.22
FRANKLIN 24,222 27,984 -13.42 322.6 353.3 -8.7%
Judicial District 5 73,280 85,202 -14.0% ( 5.72) 1,098.0 1,206.8 -9.0%
CHELAN 62,319 60,329 3.32 973.0 915.0 =0.2X
DOUGLAS 19,817 18,245 8.6% 288.5 288.0 0.22
Judieial District 2 82,136 78,574 4.5% { 2.99) 1,261.5 1,263.0 -0.12
CLALLAM 72,670 »* - 1,226.4 ~ *
Judicial Distrier 1.93* 72,670 * * ( 2,38) 1,226.4 * *
CLARK 90,624 93,432 ~3,0% 1,344,2 1,451.8 ~7.4% s
Judicial District H 90,624 93,432 =3.0% ( 6.53) 1,344.2 1,451.8 ~7.4% 4
COWLITZ 74,168 67,169 10.42 1,027.3 1,008.0 1,92 3
Judicial Districec 3 74,168 67,169 10.4% { 3.21) 1,027.3 1,008.0 1.92 K]
FERRY 8,522 17,207 -50.5% 118.7 239.0 -50.3% :
PEND OREILLE 11,639 20,640 ~43.6% 190.1 315.0 -39,72 ;
STEVENS 32,185 54,760 -41.22 473.7 868.0 =45.42 <
Judicial District  I.71%* 52,346 92,607 43,52 { 1.63) 782.5 1,422.0 -45.0% 5
GRANT 65,107 62,016 5.02 966.0 984.5 -1.92 §
Judicial District 2 65,107 62,016 5.0% ( 2.21) 966.0 984.5 ~1.9% {
GRAYS HARBOR 85,346 89,407 =4.5% 1,235.0 1,289.0 =4.2X i
Judicial District 2 85,346 89,407 -4,52 ( 2.90) 1,235.0 1,289.0 ~4o22 }
ISLAND 44,653 46,168 =-3.32 733.5 762.5 -3.8% ;
SAN JUAN 9,995 9,888 112 146.0 148.5 -1.7X H
Judicial District 2 54,648 56,056 ~2.5% { 1.99) 879.5 911.0 =3.5% :
JEFFPERSON 61,428 * & 919.4 * *
Judicial Distriect 0.67% 61,428 * - ( 0.70) 919.4 L] *
KING 82,143 81,073 1.3z 1,198.0 1,222.0 ~2.0%
Judicisl Districr 39 82,143 81,073 1,32 (43.32) 1,198.0 1,222.0 ~2.0%
KITSAP 61,126 60,155 1.6% 1,025.8 1,021.0 0.5%
Judicial District 5 61,126 60,155 1.62 ( 4.41) 1,025.8 1,021,0 0.5%
KITTITAS 55,015 63,640 -13.6% 800.0 885.0 -9.6%
Judicial District 1 55,015 63,640 -13.62 ( 0.93) 800.0 885.0 -9.6%
KLICKITAT 44,485 49,147 =9.5% 661.0 671.0 ~1.5%
SKAMANIA 36,336 28,693 26.6% 422,0 364.0 15.92
Judicial District 1 80,821 77,850 3.8x ¢ 1.47) 1,083.0 1,035.0 4.6%
LEWIS 63,873 73,960 ~13.6X 998.5 1,151.0 -13.2%
Judicial Districc 2 63,873 73,950 ~13.6% { 2.17) 998.5 1,151.0 -13.2%
LINCOLK 16,863 18,484 -8.82 301.0 33t.0 -9.12
Judicial District 1 16,863 18,484 -8,8% ( 0.29) 301.0 33l1.0 -9.12
MASON 15,925 16,231 -1.9% 219.8 222,6 -1.3%
THURSTON 62,006 62,733 =1.2% 966.4 963.6 0.3%
Judicial Diszrice 5 77,931 78,964 =1.3% { 6.08) 1,186.2 1,186.2 0.0%
KANOGAN 80,713 86,242 ~8.5% 1,148.0 1,1723.0 -2.1% b
Judicial District 1 80,713 88,242 ~8.5% { 1.371) 1,148.0 1,173.0 ~2.1%
PACIFIC 61,977 58,540 5.9% 843.0 824.0 2.3z
WAHKIAKDM 9,459 8,800 7.5% 127.0 109.0 16.5%
Judicial Digtrict 1 71,436 67,340 6.1% { 1.30) 970.0 933.0 4.02
JLERCE 107,479 112,756 472 1,520.5 1,599.2 -h.9%
Judtcial Dietrier 13 107,479 112,756 =4.7% (18.89) 1,520.5 1,599.2 ~4.9%
SRAZIT . 88,042 80,061 10.0% 1,387.0 1,359.5 2,02
Judicial vizeriet 2 88,042 80,061 10.0% { 2.99) 1,387.0 1;359.5 2,0%
SNOHOMISH ' 89,674 93,358 =3.9% 1,371.8 1,444,9 ~5.12
Judicial District 8 89,674 93,358 =3.9% { 9.70) 1,371.8 1,444,9 ~3.12
SPOKANE 82,719 80,455 2.8 1,383.9 1,378.0 0.4
Judieial District 10 82,719 80,455 2,82 {11.19) 1,383.9 1,378.0 0.4%
WALLA WALLA 67,031 64,025 4,72 “07.5 900.5 0,81
Judicial District 2 67,031 64,025 472 { 2.28) 907,5 900.5 0.8%
WHATCOM 86,157 91,586 ~5.9% 1,204.3 1,238.7 «2.2%
Judicial District 3 86,157 91,586 ~5.92 ¢ 3.73) 1,204.3 1,231.7 -2,22 . ) . : A
WHITHAN 35,870 31,324 14,52 661.0 626.0 5.6% ] SR } ) R s PR 5 f f - .
Judtctal Districc 1 35,870 31,32 14,50 0.61) 661.0 626.0 5.6% ; TRAEEI D ) : e ! 8 1776”7(-71718, ClCl/fZ@b 7@/7[1[91[ ta
YAKIMA 85,031 88,255 -3,7% 1,209.0  1,297.8 ~6.8% § o K C ’ )
Judicial Diatrict 5 85,031 88,255 -3.7% { 6.13) 1,209.0 1,297.8 ~6.8% &
TOTAL STATE 127.31 80,622 82,737 =2.62  (148.44) 1,201.9 1,252.8 -4,1%
* The Clallas-Jefferson Judicial District was divided on April 1, 1982, resulting in 1.93 FTE judgea in
Clallam County and 0.67 FTE judges in Jefferson for the year., Compariscns betwecn years are not appropriate.
** A second judge was added to Perry-Pend Oreille-~Stevens Superior Court effective April 13, 1982, resulting in
1.71 FTZ judges for the year in that court,
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. \ .
. . .

e



—_ e

B e bk ettt agle o8 e

The Courts of

Limited Jum’sdz’ctz‘on

66
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PIERCE

LEWIS

KING

WAHKIAKUM COWLITZ
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THE COURTS OF LIMITED JURISDICTION

Statistics for the courts of limited jurisdiction have been
compiled from the monthly caseload reports submitted by each
court to the Office of the Administrator for the Courts. Some
reports for 1981 have been received since the publication of
the 71981 Annual Report, and descriptions of 1981 caseload
reflect the addition of these data.

Detailed information on filings, contested proceedings, and
receipts for each court and traffic viclations bureau is
presented in Tables 104.A and 104.B. Data for each
municipality that contracts for services irom a district court are
shown separately in these tables, with the city's name indented
under the appropriate district court. To determine the total
caseload of such district courts, the activity for each of these
municipalities should be added to that shown for the district
court. Filings, dispositions, proceedings, and appeals are
presented for each type of case for the 80 largest courts
(excluding traffic violations bureaus) in Tables 105 through 112.

OVERVIEW

After the dramatic changes of 1981 — decriminalization of
minor traffic offenses and the advent of recording of courtroom
proceedings — 1982 was a year of relative stability. Overall,
filings of cases decreased by 4.0 percent, but this was more
than compensated for by the increasing likelihood of
proceedings for all types of cases and the continuing growth of
driving-while-intoxicated (DWI) cases with their high demand
for jury trials.

Table 74, Courts of Limited
Jurisdiction Filings, 1981

and 1982
‘Percent
1981 1982 * Change
Traffic
infractions 746,836 (64.2%) 704,075 (63.0%) - 5.7%
Dwi 36,385 ( 3.1%) 43,659 ( 3.9%) +20.0%
Cther Crimi- . -
. nal Traffic 122,915 (10.6%) 120,190 (10.8%) - 2.2%
Criminal
Misde-
" meanor 143,793 (12.4%). 141,020 (12.6%) - 1.9%
Civil 76,300 ( 6.6%) 70,170 ( 6.3%) - 8.0%
Small Claims® 26,706 ( 2.3%) 28,014 ( 2.5%) -+ 4.9%
Felony Pre- :
liminary 10678 ( 0.9%) 10,343 ( 0.9%) - 3.1%
TOTAL
CASES

FILED 1,163,613 (100%) 1,117,471 (100%) - 4.0%

Courts of limited jurisdiction experienced a decrease of 5.7
percent in the volume of traffic infractions during 1982. Non-
DWI criminal traffic caseload also declined (-2.2 percent). DWI
cases, on the other hand, increased by 20.0 percent. Criminal
misdemeanor filings for 1982 were only slightly less than those
in the previous year (-1.9 percent). Civil filings declined in 1982
by 8.0 percent, while small claims cases increased by 4.9 per-
cent.

A comparison of data for 1981 and 1882 reveals that the
overall volume of filings for criminal and traffic cases decreased
by 5.2 percent for state and county law enforcement officials
and by 2.5 percent for municipal governments. Municipal law
enforcement officers, however, filed 6.7 percent more criminal
traffic cases in 1982 while state and county officials filed 1.2
percent fewer of these cases.

Table 75, Filings of Criminal and
Traffic Cases by Jursidiction,
1981 and 1982

Percent
1981 1982 Change
STATE/COUNTY LAW
ENFORCEMENT
Traffic Infracticns 395,973 371959 -6.1%
Criminal Traffic 76,721 75778 -1.2%
Criminal Misdemeanor/Felony 72,557 69,289 -4.5%

TOTAL STATE/COUNTY 545,251 517,026 = -5.2%

MUNICIPAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT i
Traffic infractions 350,863 332,116 -5.3%
Criminal Traffic 82579 88,071 +6.7%
Criminal Misdemeanor 81914 82,074 +0.2%

TOTAL MUNICIPAL 515356 502,261 -2.5%

District courts handled all cases filed by state and county law
enforcement, almost all civil and small claims matters filed in
the courts of limited jurisdiction, and 23.3 percent (117,676 out
of 504,201) of all cases filed by municipal police. (See Table
103.) Consequently, district courts received nearly two-thirds
of all cases (730,946 out of 1,117,471) filed in the courts of
limited jurisdiction during 1982. Thirty-two traffic violations
bureaus received 84,413 traffic and criminal cases and
transferred all but 33,334 of these to district courts for proc-
essing.
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The number of jury trials reached the highest point to date
(2,048) during 1982. Non-jury trials* rose somewhat in 1982, to
128,899. Cases involving DWI charges accounted for a larger
share of all trials than would be expected. Though DWI cases
represented only 3.9 percent of the total caseload, they
accounted for 53.4 percent of the jury trials and 12.4 percent
of all non-jury trials and contested hearings for traffic infrac-
tions.

*Includes "'Contested Hearings" for traffic infractions and
“Trials or Contested Hearings” for small claims cases.

Courts of

Limited Jurisdiction
Distribution of 1982 Filings
by Source & Court of Filing

MUNICIPAL
TN _ COURTS

State/County
Matters
613,270 Cases

Municipal
Matters
117,676
Cases

Traffic
Violation
Bureaus
33,912 Cases

DISTRICT
COURTS
730,946 Cases

FIGURE 30

Table 76, Trials by Type of Case,; 1982

JURY TRIALS

Number Percent
Traffic Infractions —_ —
oW 1,093 53.4%
Criminal Traffic 195 9,5%
Criminal Misdemeanor 704 34.4%
Civil B ‘ 56 2.7%
Small Claims — —
TOTAL TRIALS 2,048

100%

*Traffic infraction “trials” are -contested. hearings.
" *8mall claims “trials” are frials or contested hearings.

Total traffic matters disposed of in 1982 declined slightly
(-1.9 percent) compared to 1981. In the second year since
certain minor traffic offenses were decriminalized, disposition
of traffic infractions for these cases went up slightly.
Dispositions of DWI cases experienced the same large
increase seen in the filings of DWI citations in 1982, Other
criminal traffic dispositions declined 22.2 percent. This
decrease reflects the transition in the courts due to the
decriminalization of minor traffic matters which were still being
disposed at the beginning of 1981 as criminal traffic cases. By
1982, virtually all of these decriminalized minor traific matters
were being handled as infractions. Dispositions of criminal
misdemeanors remained constant in 1982. Civil and small
claims together showed a net increase, with the drop in civil
dispositions more than made up by the increase in small claims
dispositions.

Table 77, Courts of Limited
Jurisdiction Dispositions,
1281 and 1982

Percent

1981 1982 Change
Traffic Matters 823,650 808,257 - 1.9%
Traffic Infractions (652,387) . (663,442) (+ 1.7%)
DWI Citations ( 25,441) ( 31.412) (-+23.5%)
Other Criminal . .
_Traffic (145,822°)  {113,403) (~22.2%)
Criminal .
Misdemeanor 108,783 108,231 + 0.4%
Civit 62,356 60,181 - @,Solo‘
Small Claims 21,065 24,125 +14.5% ,;
Felony Preliminary 5,764 11,652 . = — i
TOTAL CASES o
DISPOSED 1,021,618° " 1,013,446

- 0.8%

*Includes dispositions of criminal traffic matters filed prior to
decriminalization of selected offenses in 1981.

* *Contains under-reporting by Seattle District Court for “other :
felony dispositions.”

NON-JURY TRIALS TOTAL TRIALS

Number Percent Number Parcant
33,796" 26.2% 33,796 25.8%
15,951 12.4% 17,044 13.0%
28,000 21.7% 28,195 - 21.5%
34,327 26.6% 35,031 26,8% -

6,367 4.9% 6,423 4.9%
10,458°* 8.1% 10,458 - 8.0%
128,899° ** 100% 130,947 100%

~‘“lncludes 84,645 non-jury tria‘ls for criminal and civil matters.
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INTAKE

This report focuses on six types of cases handled by the
courts of limited jurisdiction: traffic infractions, criminal traffic
citations, criminal misdemeanor complaints, civil cases, small
claims, and criminal felony complaints (for preliminary
proceedings). Information on parking infractions is presented
separately near the end of this chapter, Traffic and crimina!
cases are filed by state and county law enforcement personnel
in district courts while those initiated by municipal law
enforcement are filed either in a municipal court or in the district
court with which their city contracts for court services. Thirty-
two municipal jurisdictions have traffic violations bureaus in
which traffic and minor criminal matters are initially filed. If the
prescribed penalty is not paid, the bail not forfeited, or the
matter requires a court appearance, the case is transferred to
the trial court for processing.

Courts of

Limited Jurisdiction
Distribution of 1982 Filings

Traffic Infraction
63%

‘ Misdemeanor %
. 13%

Small Claims
3%
Felony 1%

FIGURE 31

Filings of Traffic Matters

Traffic caseload declined in 1982 after an upturn in the two
prior years. There were 867,924 traffic matters filed in the
courts of limited jurisdiction during 1982, which included
704,075 traffic infractions and 163,849 criminal traffic citations.

Table 78, Total Filings of Traffic
Cases, 1977-1982

Annual

Percent
Year Filings Change
1977 820,030 —
1978 855,726 +4.4%
1979 835,000 -2.4%
1980 851,163 +1.9%
1981 906,136 +6.5%
1982 867,924 —4.2%

*Adjustea for estimated under-reporting by courts,

Of the 704,075 traffic infractions filed in 1982, 52.8 percent
were filed by state and county law enforcement and 47.2
percent by municipal law enforcement. in comparison, 46.2
percent of the criminal traffic citations were filed by state and
county law enforcement and 53.8 percent by municipal officials.
Total traffic filings by state and county officers decreased by
5.3 percent from 1981 to 1982, whereas comparabile filings by
municipal law enforcement fell 3.1 percent.

Traffic infractions made up the largest proportion (81.1
percent) of traffic cases. This category of filing resulted from
decriminalization of certain minor traffic offenses in 1981. While
traffic infractions and non-DWI criminal traffic cases declined in
1982, cases relating to DWI or physical control of a vehicle
while intoxicated rose dramatically (+20.0 percent).

Courts of

Limited Jurisdiction
Traffic Cases Filed; 1977-1982

- +—800,000

.. |—600,000

400,000 - -—400,000

{200,000

1977 1978 1980 1981 1982
™1 Trattic Infractiors

Bl Criminal Traffic Citations
FIGURE 32



ied ‘

Jom—

peperene sz SRR

R

£l

The Couris of

Limited Jurisdiction

The Courts of

70

Limited Jurisdiction

Table 79, Filings of Traffic Cases by
Type, 1281 and 1982

Percent
1981 1982 Change
Traffic
Infractions 746,836 (82.4%) 704,075 (81.1%) - 5.7%
DWI Citations 36,385 ( 4.0%) 43,659 ( 5.0%) +20.0%
Other Criminal
Traffic Cita-
tions - 122,915 (13.6%) 120,190 (13.8%) - 2.2%

TOTAL TRAF-
FIC FILINGS 906,136 (100%) 867,924 (100%) - 4.2%

Filings of Criminal Cases

There were 141,020 criminal misdemeanor complaints filed
in the courts of limited jurisdiction during 1982, including 58,946
from state and county law enforcement and 82,074 from
municipal law enforcement. This number represents a slight
decline (-1.9 percent) relative to 1981, but is consistent with
misdemeanor filings in 1980. District courts also received
10,343 felony matters for preliminary proceedings.

Table 80, Filings of Criminal Cases by
Type, 1977-1982

Misdemeanor Felony

Annual Annual

Percent Percent
Year Number Change Number Change
1977 110,643 — 6,731 —
1978 117,471 + 6.2% 7,524 +11.8%
1979 119,991 + 2.1% 9,876 +31.3%
1980 141,429 +17.9% 10,324 + 4.5%
1981 143,793 + 1.7% 10,678 + 3.4%
1982 141,020 - 1.9% 10,343 - 3.1%

Felony matters were filed in 24 district courts for preliminary
hearings or other proceedings. Principal among these felony
related proceedings are preliminary hearings at which the court
is asked to find sufficient cause to bind a defendant over for
trial in superior court on a felony charge. Also included in this
category are fugitive complaints that request the extradition of
an alleged fugitive.

Three-fifths (60.1 percent) of all felony matters filed in the
district courts in 1982 were in King County, particularly in
Seattle District Court. Although felony filings decreased by 9.6
percent in King County District Courts relative to 1981, they
rose by 8.6 percent in the district courts in the rest of the state.
In contrast, felony filings in superior courts increased both in
King County and in the other counties.

Courts of

Limited Jurisdiction
Misdemeanor Cases Filed: 1977-1982

125,000

126,000

100,000 100,000

75,000
50,000

25,000
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Table 81, Filings of Felony Cases:
District Courts vs. Superior
Courts, 1981 and 1982

Percent
1981 1982 Change
King County ’

Superior Court 3714 3,944 i}6.2°‘b
District Courts 6,883 6,220 . —9.6‘|b
TOTAL KING COUNTY 10,597 10,164 ~ ~4.1%
State Less King County - ‘

Superior Courts” 11,728 11,908 +1.5%
District Courts 3,795 4,123 +8.6%

TOTAL REST OF STATE 15,523 16,031 +3.3%

*This category includes counties in which fefony preliminary
matters are not filed in district courts.

Filings of Civil and Small Claims Cases

Large increases in civil and small claims filings during 1979
and 1980 followed expanded jurisdiction for these cases in
1979, In July 1981, the jurisdiction was increased from $3,000
to $5,000 for civil cases and was expanded for small claims as
well. These increases, however, were not accompanied by
increases in filings.

The number of civil cases continued to decline in 1982, but
small claims filings increased by 4.9 percent. The increase in
popularity of small claims court may reflect the desire of
plaintiffs to avoid unnecessary additional costs in securing
small settlements.

/1

Table 82, Filings of Civil and Small Claims

Civil’

Annual

Percent
Year Number Change
1977 50,681 —
1978 52,948 + 4.5%
1979 69,115 +30.5%
1980 82,632 +19.6%
1981 76,300 -7.7%
1982 70,170 - 8.0%

Cases, 1977-1982

Small Claims TOTAL

Annual Annual

Percent Percent
Number Change Number Change
21,074 —_ 71,755 —
21,456 + 1.8% 74,404 + 3.7%
25,339 +18.1% 94,454 +26.9%
30,422 +20.1% 113,054 +19.7%
26,706 -12.2% 103,006 - 8.9%
28,014 + 4.9% 98,184 - 4.7%

*Includes civil cases filed in district courts and Seattle Municipal Court.

Courts of

Limited Jurisdiction
Civil & Small Claims Cases Filed: 1977-1982

100,000 ‘ 100,000
80,000 ~————————— 80,000
60,000 ' 60,000
40,000 40,000
20,000 20,000
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I | Small Claims
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Civil filings in district courts have been compared with
selected civil filings in superior courts (i.e., torts, commercial
cases, and property rights cases) for which damages are
generally claimed. Between 1977 and 1982, filing trends were
comparable for both court levels with annual increases
experienced through 1980 followed by declines in 1981 and
1982. The percentage of civil cases filed in the district courts
did increase following the expansion of their jurisdiction in 1979
but not after the further expansion in 1981,

Table 83, Filings of Civil Cases:
Superior and District Courts,

1977-1982

Percent

Filed in

Superior  District District
Year Courts® Courts™ TOTAL . Court
1977 30,919 50,681 81,600 62.1%
1978 32,029 52,948 84,977 62.3%
1979 36,421 69,115 105,536 65.5%
1980 38,268 82,632 120,900 68.3%
1981 34,922 76,3090 111,222 68.6%
1982 33,722 70,170 103,892 67.5%

*Includes only tort, commercial, and property rights cases.
* *Includes cases filed in district courts and Seattle Municipal
Court.

COURT ACTIVITY

For purposes of this report, “Court Activity” includes ftrials
and other court proceedings, criminal traffic and misdemeanor
diversions, dispositions of cases, appeals to the superior court,
ah.d the collection of fees, fines, penalties, and bail forfeitures.
Although courts and court personnel engage in far more
activities than are referenced by these categories, statistics
have been collected only in these areas. Because of the
decriminalization of traffic offenses in 1981 and a change in
statistical counting requirements and procedures, comparable
figures for years prior to 1981 are not available for dispositions
and proceedings.

The decriminalization of traffic offenses in 1981 created not
only a new type of case for the district and municipal courts but
also a new type of proceeding: the contested hearing.
Ostensibly similar to a non-jury trial, a contested hearing is for

. Y
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the purpose of determining if an alleged offender has
committed a traffic infraction based on the evidence presented
on the infraction form and the testimony of witnesses. An
individual charged with a traffic infraction has an opportunity to
contest the infraction in a contested hearing. Alternatively, the
defendant may admit to having committed the infraction and
present mitigating circumstances at a mitigation hearing in an
attempt to have the penalty reduced. Because the mitigation
hearing is uncontested and does not require the presence of
the prosecutor or law enforcement officer who issued the
infraction, it was felt that such a change would reduce the
number of contested proceedings heard by the courts.

Even though the district and municipal courts experienced a
decrease of 46,142 filings in 1982 compared to 1981, the
workload of the court associated with trials did not fall. The
number of non-jury trials (including contested hearings for
traffic infractions and small claims) rose to 128,899 and jury
trials to 2,048 for a total gain of 1,732 compared to 1981.

Recent increases in the ratio of trials to filings reflect a
growing likelihood that a filing will result in a trial. In 1982, the
probability of a jury trial reached the highest level for the six
years considered. Though the likelihood of a non-jury trial rose
from 1981 to 1982, it did not reach the 1980 high of 122.8 non-
jury trials per thousand filings.

Court Proceedings for Traffic Infractions

Traffic infractions are at issue in several types of court
proceedings including mitigation hearings, contested hearings,
show cause hearings, and other hearings in which the
defendant may or may not participate.

A show cause hearing is a proceeding allowed an offender
faced with a sanction for failure to pay or failure to appear as

promised. Other court proceedings in which a traffic infraction
is involved are classed as ‘“participatory' hearings if the
defendant is present or represented, or as “'non-participatory”
hearings if the defendant is not. The most common type of
participatory hearing is the screening hearing at which
individuals are presented with their options and a determination
is made as to whether a contested hearing or a miligation
hearing is more appropriate. It is possible for a single traffic
infraction to result in several proceedings. However, an
infraction may not result in both a mitigation hearing and a
contested hearing.

While traffic infraction filings declined by 5.7 percent from
1981 to 1982, the workload of the court increased in this area
due to rising numbers of hearings. Large increases appear
between 1981 and 1982 in all types of proceedings and in the
ratio of proceedings per thousand filings. This ratio increased
particularly for mitigation hearings perhaps due to growing
public awareness of this type of hearing in the second year
since decriminalization led to the existence of such hearings.

The sheer volume of traffic infractions means that the
number of hearings for this type of case will be large. Mitigation
hearings, the most prevalent type, accounted for 186,445 of
the 314,409 proceedings reported for traffic infractions in
1982. Thus, mitigation hearings were four times the trials held
for all criminal traffic citations (45,239 jury and non-jury trials)
and five and one-half times the contested hearings for traffic
infractions (33,796). ’
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Court Proceedings for Criminal Traffic and
Misdemeanor Cases

While only 26.7 percent of all criminal traffic citations filed
involved DWI offenses, 84.9 percent of the jury trials for these
citations involved DWI's, Thus, DWI's resulted in almost Six
times as many jury trials as did other criminal traffic citations. In
addition, jury trials per 1,000 filings were fifteen times greater

-for DWI's than for other criminal traffic citations. The number of

non-jury trials for criminal traffic cases not involving DWI was
almost twice as great as those involving DWI. However, the
likelihood that a case would result in a non-jury trial was 56.8
percent greater for DW!'s than for other criminal traffic citations,
based on the number of such trials per 1,000 filings. Like non-
DWI criminai traffic matters, criminal misdemeanors had a
significantly lower probability of having either a jury or a non-
jury trial compared to DWI cases.

The number of other proceedings (i.e., show cause, other
participatory, and non-participatory hearings) involving DWI
cases was less than the number of these proceedings for other
criminal traffic citations or criminal misdemeanor complaints.

In contrast, the relative frequency with which they occurred
(compared to the number of cases filed during the year) was
higher for DWI cases than for either other criminal traffic or
criminal misdemeanor cases.

Criminal citations and complaints have produced more work
for the courts in 1982 than in 1981 due to increases in
proceedings. Both the number and the ratio to criminal filings
increased in 1982 for all types of proceedings except non-jury
trials, which decreased slightly.

Total trials for criminal matters remained nearly constant
between 1981 and 1982, with an increase in trials for DWI's
offset by decreases in trials for other criminal traffic cases and
misdemeanors. This apparent stability in the court's workload
masks an increase in the number of jury trials from 1,787 in
1981 to 1,992 in 1982, an increase of 11.5 percent. Due to the
higher monetary and administrative costs of jury trials relative
to non-jury ones, this shift represents an added burden to the
courts' resources, It is nateworthy that the increase in jury trials
was largely a function of a rise in such trials for DW! cases.

Table 85, Court Proceedings for Traffic Infractions, 1981 and 1982

1981 1982
. Number of Per 1,000 Number of Per 1,000

Type ‘of Proceeding Proceedings Filings Proceedings Filings
Mitigation Hearings 164,294 220.0 186,445 264.8
Contested Hearingsh 32,890 44.0 33,796 48.0
Show Cause Hearings 4,066 54 4,946 7.0
Other quticipatory Hearings 45,346 60,7 58,266 828
Non-Participatory Hearings 27,074 36.3 30,956 440
Traffic Infraction Filings 746,836 704,075

Table 86, Court Proceedings for Criminal Traffic Citations and Criminal Misdemeanor

Table 84, Filings vs. Trials by Type of Trial, 1977-1982 Complaints, 1982

3]

Jury Trials Non-Jury Trials ) . Other Criminal Criminal

Ratioc Ratlo ‘ Siuum!;:;sof Proceedings DWI Tratfic Misdemeanor TOTAL

» Cases . Per 1,000 Per 1,000 Nomare Trials 1,093 195 - 704 1,992

Year Filed ) " Number Filings® Number Filings' Show C?; use Hearings . 15,951 28,000 34,327 78,278

1977 ‘ 1,009,159 1,657 1.64 102,397 1015 Other Partici TR 1,819 3,159 3,337 8,315

1978 1,055,125 1,555 1.47 109,286 103.6 er Participatory Hearings 54,000 133,410 118,230 305,649

1979 1,050,231 * v 1636 1.54 105,000° * 99,1 Non-Participatory Hearings 13,374 38,645 32,463 84,482
1980 . 1,115,970 1,724 1.54 137,091 122.8 . . Proceedings per 1,000 Filings

1981 1,163,613 1,840 1.58 < 127,375°°* 1095 ‘ Jury Trials 25.0 1.6 5.0 65

. 1982 1,117,471 © 2,048 1.83 128,899°** 1153 Non-dury Trials e 365.4 233.0 243.4 256.8

L Show Cause Hearings AN 263 . 23.7 27A3

*Trials per 1,000 cases filed. Other Parficipatory Hearings 12371 11100 838 4 1002.6

**Adjusted for estimated under-reporting by courts, Non-Parlicipatory Hearings ' o 306.3 3215 302 ‘277' 1

**“Includes “Contested Hearings" for traffic infractions and “Trials or Contested Hearings” for small claims cases.

A

1982 Filings 43,659 120,190 141,020 304,869

Y LYW
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Table 87. Court Proceedings for Criminal Traffic Citations and Criminal Misdemeanor

Complaints, 1981 and 1982

Court Proceedings for Felony Matters
Although felonies are not tried in the district court, they

generate almost two and one-hali hearings for every one that is

filed. Though the number of felony filings decreased slightly

1981 1982 from 1981 to 1982, the number of other participatory and non-
H Per 1,000 Number of Per 1,000 participatory hearings rose substantially. Preliminary hearings
Pb::::nebeec;inc;s Filin,gs Proceedings Flllnegss for felonies decreased in 1982.
edin . .
e “)fl proceeding 1787 59 . 1'232 256.8 \ . »
ilur.v JTnaST e 78,655 250.5 72-315 o73 | Table 90, Court Proceedings for Felony Matters, 1981 and 1982
on-Jury ina R v !
. 5,928 19.6 i
Show Cause Hearings L 305,649 1,002.6 i
Other Participatory Hearings 2o 3‘;23 84,482 277.1 1981 1982
Non-Participatory Hearings 79.416 . ; Number of Per 1,000 Number of Per 1,000
. - 303,093 304,869 i Type of Proceeding Proceedings Filings Proceedings Filings
Criminal Filings | Preliminary Hearings 2,265 212.1 1,919 185.5
: Other Participatory Hearings 16,994 1,591.5 20,889 2,019.6
. . v . i ! von-Participatory Hearings 2,279 2134 3,048 2947
- : itati i isdemeanor Complaints, : Non : .
i | Traffic Citations and Criminal M {
Table 88, Trials for Crimina % Filngs 10,678 10,343
1981 and 1982
!
1081 1982 ; ! Deferred Prosecutions hearing, or upon the failure of the alleged violator to respond to
Number of Per 1,000 Number of Pi::m‘:;:: The deferment of prosecution on the provision that certain the notice of infraction within seven days of its receipt. Only
Type of Matter Trials Filings ;r;lglt: 380.4 probationary conditions be met is an alternative to the 6,383 (1.0 percent) of the traffic infractions disposed resulted
D\zvpl 13,558 372.6 28.195 234:6 prosecution of an a”eged offender. (See RCW 1005.) n an adJUdlcatlion of “not Commltted,” and 22,825 (34
Other Criminal Traffic 31,347 255.0 35 034 208.4 Probationary conditions often include the participation of the percent) were dismissed.
Criminal Misdemeanor 35,587 241.1 —3527_0 283 3 defendant in programs to provide treatment for alcohol or drug
TOTAL 80,442 265.4 ' 5. abuse or other forms of counseling. During 1982, prosecution The increase in 1982 in the number of traffic infractions

Court Proceedings for Civil and Smali Claims
Cases . .

Civil proceedings remained stable in 1982 relative to 1981,
except for an increase in contested hearings. In contrast, all
types of proceedings and their ratio to filings increased for
small claims cases.

-

was deferred for 3,319 DWI cases, 2,121 other criminal traffic
citations, and 5,946 criminal misdemeanor cases, During the
same period, prosecution was resumed against only 888
cases.

Table 91, Deferred Prosecutioﬁ of
: Criminal Traffic and
Misdemeanor Offenders,

reported as committed or dismissed may partly reflect the
effects of decriminalization of minor traffic offenses in 1981,
During the first part of that year, matters filed prior to 1981 that
had been decriminalized were still being disposed of as criminal
traffic matters and not as infractions. The relative proportions
of dispositions in the four categories (i.e., committed, paid, not
committed, and dismissed) remained fairly constant from 1981
to 1982,

' 1982 Table 92, Traffic Infractions by Manner
, - : nd 1982 of Disposition, 1981 an
9 Table 89, Court Proceed<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>