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CRIME IN ALABAMA ., 

INTRODUCTION 

Crime in Alabama, as in the rest of the un:iilieall$'t@:J?'§"~\{g~,:]~corded 

in the FBI's Uniform Crime Reports. County~and municipal law enforce-

ment agencies submit monthly crime summaries to the Uniform Crime 

Reporting Section (UCR) of the FBI which generates automated reports for 

Alabama1 • 

Of the 354 2 identified law enforcement agencies in Alabama in 1975, 

33% of the agencies, representing 75% of the state's population, sub-

mitted UCR data. (For the first quarter of 1976, reporting has increased 

to include 98.2% of the state's population.) The Uniform Crime Reports 

deal with the FBI's seven index crimes which are grouped into person, or 

violent crimes,3 and property crimes. 4 

Crime in Alabama, as in other states, has risen dramatically in the 

past few years and this trend is expected to continue through the 

remainder of 1976. This report concentrates on 1975's index crimes on a 

statewide basis and the index crimes in the three high crime areas: 

Birmingham, Jefferson County, and Mobile/Mobile County. The preceding 

years' crime rates will be considered along with some projected figures 

for the future. 

As of January 1, 1976, the State of Alabama 9 s Criminal Justice 
Information Center took over operation of UCR in accordance with state 
law. 

2 The number of law enforcement agencies in Alabama varies due to the 
fact that very small police departments phase in and out of existence. 

3 Person crimes include: homicide, rape, robbery and assault. 

Property crimes include: burglary, larceny and auto theft. 
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(Alabama) 

Total crime in Alabama rose from 72,889 reported cases in 1969 to 

125,488 in 1975, producing an increaseoof 72Z. According to 1976 
= 

projections, it is estimated that total crime will increase by 110% over 

1969. 

In absolute numbers, property crime is the chief problem for law 

enforcement agencies in this state. " In 1975, property crimes accounted 
(/.p 

for 89% of the reported crimes as compared with 1969's 88%. the actual 

number of reported property crimes for 1975 was 111,296; the 1969 total 
jJ 

for reported property crimes was 64,045, an increase of 74%. Property 

crime is projected to reach 135,504 for 1976, a 112% increase over 1969. 

In 1975, one out of" every nine reported crimes was a crime of 

violence or 11% of the law enforcement officer's caseload. Ac~~rding to 

the reported crimes shown on Fig. I-I, violent (persdh) crimes incr~ased 
I' ~~!~ 

in 1975 to 14,192, an increase of 60%~over 1969's total of 8,844. 

Vio1eI).t crime is expected to increase to 17,504 for 1976, representing a 

98% increase over 1969. 

Individual Index Crimes (Alabama) 

Ail of the individual index crimes 5 showed a ma~ked increase from 

1969 through 1975; projections for 1976 indicate a rise of 110% in the 

index crimes over 1969. 

Homicide in Alabama rose from ·486 reported homic~des in 1969 to 575 0 

\'1 

in 1975, an increase of 18%. A projected increase of 27% is expected 

for 1976 over the 1969 figure. The projected number of reported inci-

dents for 1976 is 615. 0 

5 Homicide dropped from 485 in 1969 to 404 in 1970, a"decrease of 8l. 
(See Fig. I-2) 
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Rape, climbing 49% fr~m 1969 to 1975, increased more rapidly,! than 

any 
\\ 

other yio1ent crime except for robbery. 0Actual incidents of rape 

rose from 494 .. in 1969 to 736 in 1975. Projections for 1976 indicat,e a 
it/ 

35% increase over 1969, with!665 estim~~ incigents of rape. 

It Robbery is the most rapidly rising violent crime in Alabama. 

rose consistently from 1969 (1,446 cases) to 1975 (4,443 cases) or an 

increase for the period of 2,997 cases or 207%. Through 1976, the 

relative increase over 1969 is expected to be 314%, representing 5,984 

projected cases. 

Assault, the most common violent crime, represented 59% of the 

The number of as.o~;&u/1ts reported in violent crimes reported in 1975. .~ 

1975, (8,348) is aC:re1ative increase of 31% over 1969's total of 6,418. 

Projected fig~res for 1976 indicate 9,934 assaults for an estimated 

increase of 55%. 

Burglary increased in 1975 to a level 82% high~r than the 1969 

level. The 1969 number of reported incidents, 23,160, increased to 

42, _9 cases ~n • 05 . 1975 Burglary is expected to increase to 51,626 cases 

in 1976, for a total relative increase of 123% oV'~r 1969. \> 

The 59,471 larceny incidents reported in 1975 represent an increase 

of 71% over the 1969 figure of 34,833. The 1976 projected larceny 

figure is 72,188 for a projected ,increase of 107% over 1969. 

Auto theft showed the least relative increase from 1969 to 1975. 

In 1969, reported auto thefts numbered 6,052; in 1975, auto thefts 

rea~hed 9,766, representing an increase of 61%. In 1976,. the projected 

c, increase over 1969 is expected to be ~2%, or 11,601 cases. 
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CRI~ IN 1HE STA1L 1969 - 1977 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 
'. 405 517 495 464 534 
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Alabama and Contiguous States ~) ~\ 
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In comparison with the neighboring s~ates , Alabama has consis-:. 
\~ 

tently remciined lowest in percentage of incte~se i;or reported index 

\ 
cl;ime and next to lowest* in absolute number\of reported index crimes. 

\ 
Property crim~ in Alabama, as well as in the ~\est of the southeast, is 

,\ 
'\ the crime problem. In Alabama, property crime~\ a1:'e increasing at a 

,'t 

higher rate than violent crimes, 74% to 60%,' re~pectivelY, In 1969, 
,\ '\ 

,\ 

property crimes made up 88% of the total crfmes t~ported, while in 197'5 

they comprise989% (See Fig. III-l through III-3) \' 
\ 
\ Although property crime/violent c~i"'e ratios ,e extreme, the 

problem may be greater than is apparent. Violent cr;\mes have much 

, 
, I 

<\ higher rate~ of clep'rance aTld~!,-=st- ranging from 45% to 100% _ while 
~-",c~~-C-,\ 

" property crimes ~,re cleared at a much lower rate. For\example, one 

\ 
region in Alabama cleared only 6% of their reported lar~enies in 1975. 

\ 
Alabama's index crimes have increased 108% from 196~~ to 1975 _ still , . 

~, the lowest rate of increase among the contiguous states. \Other com-

p';ri:,'~,ns of" Alabama and the contiguoUS states show that A~bama is next 

( to 10~est in. the southe~st in total reported crime, propertry crime, 
() " ".' . \ 

Viole~t c';ime, and all crimes on a per ca"i~a basis, (See ',fig, 1II-4),* 

6 

Florida; Georgia, Mississippi, and Tennessee. 

* Mississippi is consistently lowest in absolute number of reported index crimes, 
,\ 
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ALABA~1A AND 

TOTAL CRIME INDEX 
1069 - 1977 

CONTIGUOUS STATES <1974 & 1975 INCLUDES LARCENY UNDER $50.00) 
" 

1969 1970 1971 1972 
Alabama 55647 64249 65843 64662 
Florida 201160 244399 284401 284566 

Georgia 82750 101279 111081 116533 
Mississippi 171J.76 19n1 24828 29874 
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1969 1970 11971 1972 ·1973 1974 1975 I 197B· l':JTf' 
A1abama 1576.0 lB65.4 1892.6 1842.2 2512.3 3000.1 3472.5 4377.1 . 4866.0 

Flcrida 3165.9 3599.7 4039.2 3920.2 5960.3 7387.3 7721.2 9718.9 0518.9 

Georgia 1783.0 2206.7 .2381.7 2468.9 3430.3 3912.4 4625.9 6014.1 7666.1 

/olississippi 740.5 863.4 1115.4 1320.1 1925.3 2249.2 2410.7 3650.7 4157.2 

Tennessea 1555.5 1888.3 2050.3 2101. 5 3050.1 3659.1 4270.5 5589.5 6253:7 

u. s. 2471.1 2740.5 2905.7 2829.5 4116.4 4821.4 5281.7 5371.0 7626.0 
t 7 11 i 1 I 10 o· 7/'" 
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High C:i'ime Areas 

There are three high crime areas 7 located within the state: 

Birmingham, Jefferson County and Mobile/Mobile County. Jef~~rson County 

(excluding Birmingham) and Mobile/Mobile County each have distinct 

municipaliti6 s each with its own police force; these various munici-

palities represent different levels of efficiency, different levels of 

repQ~ting, and different methods of dealing with crime. In 1969, these 

three high crime areas represented 30% of the state's total popu1a'tion, 

or 1,063,039 persons. In this same period, they accounted for 45.7% of 

.r/ 
Alabama's total crime • 

Both the citY of Birmingham and Mobile/Mobile County, which were 

projected to decrease in population from 1969 to 1975 by 18% and 13% 

respectively, had an increase in crime in this same time frame. Bir-

nrlngham's increase amounted to 62%, while Mobile/Hobi1e County's reported 

crimes increased by 63%. Jefferson County,S the only high crime area 

with an increase in population (7%), incre~sed in reported crime by 136% 

over 1969. Projections for 1976 show a total increase in Birmingham to 

32,122 reported crimes; an increase of 105%. Projections indicate that 

Mobile County w;i.ll reach 22,000 index crimes, representing an 84% 

in5!lrease over 1969. '~. In Jefferson County, it is estimated that 17,668 

crimes will be reported,iIt; 1976, representing a 210% increase over the 

1969 figure. 

7 High crime are~s are defined as geopolitical units containing 

250,000 or more population. 

The city of Birmingham is €xclurted from Jefferson County's totals. 
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Total Crime Index (High Crime Areas). 

'\" 

Property _ In the period 1969 td 1975, Birmingham's property crime 
" U 

rate rose from 13,659 reported inc~heuts to 22,095, representing an 

increase of 62%. 
Mobile/Mobile County and ,:Jefferson county I s property 

\~) 

crimes also rose during this time. 
Mobi1e/lj'obi1e Count:y went from L 

10,898 in 1969 to 17,348 in 1975, which is a relative increase of 59%, 

Jefferson County's property crime rose from 5,035 in 1969 to 12,167 in 

1975, an increase of 142%. Projections for 1976 indicate an increase of 

102% for Birmingham's property crime index. Mobi1e/Mo~~~e County's 

1J ~. t d to 
projected increase is 75% over 1969. Jeff~fson County 1 .. s proJec e 

,/J( 

have the highest increase of property cr~~ over 1969, 221%. 

Violent _ In ,.A1abama, Birmingham is the only area where the rela-

tive rate of increase in violent crime (66%) surpasses the increase in 

property crime (62%) or total index crime (62%). Birmingham reported 

1,984 violent crimes in 1969 and 3,284 in 1975, representing a 66% 

increase. In this same time period, Mobile/Mobile County's violent 

crime rose from 1,081 in 1969 to 2,210 in 1975, a relative increase of 104%. 

In Jefferson County the violent crime index increased by 87% from 672 

reported crimes in 1969 to 1~259'in 1975. In 1976, 'Birmingham is projec'tp..d c 

to have an increase of 186% reported ipcidents, while Mobile/Mobile 

Courtty's increase is projected to reach 118% over the 1969 ~igure. 

Jefferson County is projected to have a relative increase 'of 172% over 

1969. 
// 
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Individual Index Crimes (High Crime Areas) 

Homicide - Although Birmingham had the highest rate of increase in 

violent crimes in the state, reported homicides decreased from 92 

reported cases in 1969, to 89 in 1975, representing a -3% ~ C~.lange over 

1969. In Mobile/Mobile County, homicides increased from 48 reported 

incidents in 1969 to 52 in 1975, an 8% increase over 1969. In this~ame 

period, Jefferson County rose from 27 homicides in 1969 to 40 in 1975, 

representing a 48% increase over 1969. In 1976, homicides are projected 

to decrease by 16% from the 1969 figure for the city of Birmingham. 

Homicides in Mobile/Mobile County are projected to reach 63 incidents, 

or an increase of 31% over 1969. Jefferson County homicides for 1976 

(,~re proj ected to reach 57 incidents, representing an increase of 111% 

over 1969. 

Rape - 'Rape in Birmingham rose from 92 repol'.lted cases in 1969 to 

177 in 1975, representing an increase of 92%. .For this same period, 

Mobi1e/Mob,i1e County's rape cases increased from ~7 to 108, an increase 

'of 61"'%. J ff C e erson ounty r~port.ed an increase in rape from 44 cases in 

1969 to 85 in 1975, Wpich is a 93% increase. Birmingham's rape incidence 

is projected to climb to 277. for 1976, representing an increase of 218%. 

Rape for the Hobi1e/ Mobile County area is projected to reach 128 in 

1976, an increase of 91%. Jefferson County's reported ~apes are estimated 
~> \,->' 

to reach 115 in 1976, an increase of 161% over 1969. 

" Robb'ary - Birmingham's robbery index rose from 305 reported cas~) 

in 1969 to 1,475 in 1975, an increase of 384% over 1969. MObi1e~le 
n 

County reported 331 robberies in 1969 and 839 in 1975, an increase of 153%. 
If 
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I, County rose 236% over 1969, from 150 reported cases 
" Robbery in Jefferso·tl, " 

to 504 in 1975. 
Projections through 1976 show a s~bstantial increase in 

d for the hJ.· gh crime areas: Birmingham 
robberies~reporte 

is projected to 

increase by 620%, Mobile/Hobile County by 187%, and 367% 
for the Jeffer-

son County area. 

Assaults _ In the city of Birmingham, assaults rose from 1,500 in 

19,75 an J.·ncrease'~over 1969 of 3%. (The 1975 figure, 
1969 to 1,543 in ~, 

J.
.s 557 assaults less than 1974's reported cases, '2,100, producing 

1,543, 

change f rom 19.74 to 1975.) . Hobile/Mobi1e County's assault capes 
~ -27% 

J..ncrease of 91% from 635 cases in 196'9 to 1,211 cases ill 
experienced an 

1975. 
, assault rate showed an increase from 451 Jefferson County s 

975 40% increase over 1969. 
reported cases in 1969 to 630 cases for 1 , a 

Birmtngham's assault rate is estimated to reach 2,011 in 1976~ an 
'''-

. f" 34"% ove'" 1969 ' In Nobile/Mobile Coun~y,. 1,836 assaults are 
J.ncrease 0 0 ~ • 

of 189% over 1969, while Jefferson County area 
estimat~d, an increase 

44% increase over 1969. 
j;assaults are projected to reach 648 ca~es; or a 

i B1. rmJ.· ngham J.. ncreased :·by· 84% between 1969 and 1975; the 
Burglary in " 

,', beJ.·ng 3 /24 in 1969 and.. 6,855 in,: 1975. 
actual number of reported cases, )) 

C t area p6se from 5,603 
. Reported burglaries for the Mobile/Mobile oun y ,I 

1\ 
" ff ',. ''''.:., County showed 

7,012 J.·n 1975, increasing 25% .. Je er0011\". cases in 1969 to ~ ( , 
d burglaries from'l~69 to 1975. the highest rate of increase in reporte 

d in 1969, climbing t::o 4,641 i tl A total of 1, 981 bu'tg~aries were reporte .' !1 

4% ProJ·ections through 1976 indicate an 
1975,oa relative increase of .. 13 •. 

h · s Burglary projectio,l:1.s 
increase in burglary for all three hig crJ.mearea. 

fo()r 1976 reach 9,414 cases, a 15'3% increase over

Q
i 9'69. 

for Birmingham 
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Mobile/Mobile County's burglaries are estimated to reach 6,937 incidents 

in 1976, which is a 24% increase over "the 1969 figure:<~~urglaries for 

the Jefferson County area are projected to reach 6,426 incidents in 

1976, an estimated increase of 224% over }.969. 

Larceny - Bj.rmingham' s reported larceny went from 8,030 in 1969 to 

11,883 ih 1975, representing a relat~ye increase of 48%. Mobi1e/Hobi1e 
/. I! \~\ II 

County also had an increase in reported larcenies from 1969 through 

1975, 4,184 arid 9,251, respectively, indicating an overall increase of 

121%. The Jefferson County high crime area had an increase in larcenies 

of 2,611 in 1969 to 6,072 in 1975, which was a relative increase of 

133%. Incidents for the city of Birmingham are projected to increase by 

74% over 1969; actual numbers are ~stimated to climb as high as 13,936. 

For 1976, larceny is projected to reach 10,303 in Mobile/Mobile County, 

increasing 146% over 1969, while an increase of 195% is expected for the 

Jefferson County area, with estimated figures reaching 7,702. 

Auto theft in Birmingham rose 76% between 1969 and 1975, with 

actu~~es indicating that 3,356 cars were stolen in 1975 compared 

to 1,905 stol~n 1969. Mobile/Mobile count~ has "had a 2% decrease in 
" 

auto thefts for 1 05, reported cases falling from 1,111 in 1969 to 1,085 

in 1975. The autO\~hefts reported in Jefferson County from 1969 to 1975 
1\ 

~ \ ,) , show 443., reported c"\Js and 1,454 cases, respectively, representing an 

increase ot 228%. Projections for the Birmingham area show 1976 reported 

auto thefts to be 4,194 cases, an increase of 120% over 1969. A decline 

in auto theft is projected for Mobile/Mobile County in 1976, mirroring 
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of the 2% drop in 1975; projections for 1976 total 704 incidents, decreasing 

37% from 1969. Autp theft is p~jected to reach 2,024 cases in the 

Jefferson County area in 1976, representing an increase of 357% over 

1969. 

Conclusion 

Generally, the State of Alabama is experiencing a steady increase 

in crime. From the base year of 1969 through 1975, the total crime 

index for the stat~ increased 72%, with a projected increase of 110% .,' 

through 1976. 

Property crime in Alabama, making up 89% of the total crime index., 

increased 74% between 1969 and 1975, and is estimated to climb to 112% 

in 1976. 

Violent crime in Alabama increased 60% from 1969 to 197.1. Projected 
,~, 

figures for 1976 indicate an iu,crease of 98% over 1969. 

With the exception of rape, the total number 6f individual index 

crimes increased, for 1975 over 1974. Larceny had the highest rate of 

increase of 21.'!- over 1974 while assault had the lowest with eight 

additional incidents, representing no percentage change over 1974. 

Rape alone had a negative change, decreasing 9% from 1974 through 1975. 

In i975, the three high crime areas in Alabama - Birmingham, Jefferson 

County, and Mobile/Mobile County - made up 27% of the "sta:'te' s population 
l 

whi1.e at the same ti1lle reported 47% of the state's total crime. 

Total crime has risen in the three high crime ar.eas from 1969 through 

197~\ Jefferson county showed the highest rate of 1ncrease with 136% 

over 1969, and an estimated 210% for 1976. Birmingham and Hobile/Mob:i16 ' 
(,' 

County increased by 62% and 63%" respectively with increases projected 

to, 105% and 84% for 1976. 

. Property crime in Jefferson County increased 142% .between 1969 

.and 1975, and should reach 221% by 1976. Birmingham's property crime 

climbed to 62% over 1969, with a projected increase of 102% by 1976. 

l~e M09ile/Mobile County area increased 59% over 1969; estimates for 

1976 reach 75%. 

Violent crimes in the high crime areas show an increase from 

1969 through 1975. Jefferson County increased by 87%; Birmingham, 

66%; and the Mobile/Mobile County area rose 104%. In 1976, violent 

cd.me is projected to escalate to 172% for Jefferson County, 130% for 

Birmingham, and 175% for the Mobile/Mobile County area. 

In the high crime areas, the individual index crimes rose over 
\\ 

1974's totals with few exceptions. 'In Jefferson County, both larceny 

and assault increased 35% over 1974, while homicide and rape decreased, 

15% and 6%, respectively, over 1974. 

The Birmingham high crime axea increased 17% in homicide over 

1974, but decreased 6% in rape. Burlgary and assault, along with 

rape, also decreased from 1974 to 1975 at -27% and -4% respectively. 

Larceny had the highest rate of increase, 28% over 1974, while auto 

theft had the least amount of increase, 3%. 

The Mobile/M?Oile County area showed a decrease ~~ homicide and 

assault, -7% and -3%, respectively. The highest ~te of increase was 
~, !.'l 

cJ for robbery, with 48% over 1974, while the smallest increase was 13% 

for incidents of rape. 
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