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A3STRACT:

THE LONGITITUDINAL STUDY REPORTED IN THE PAPER
ADDRESSES SI¢NIFICANT METHODOLOGICAL GAPS IN THE STATE OQF
THE ART LITERATURE ON CHILD VICTIMIZATION 2Y UTILIZING A
PROSPECTIVE RESEARCH DESIGN AND COMPARISON SAMPLES MATCHED
TO 900 VICTIMS OF EARLIER CHILD ABUSE, DATA COLLECTION
TECHNIQUES UTILIZED INFQRMATIGN SQURCES QF SEVERAL
COOPERATING AGENCIES==POLICE, WELFARE, AND  PROSBATION
DEPARTMENTS, PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND JUVENILE DEPENDENCY COURT,
VICTIMS AND COMPARISON SUBJECTS ARE CONTRASTED QON-SOCIAL A&b
DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS AND ON SEVERAL LONG=TERM ADJUSTMENT
FACTORS: SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT, DELINGUENCY AND ADULT
CRIMINALITY. REPORTED, VICTIMS WERE MCRE LIKELY THAWM
COMPARISON SUBJECTS TQ COME FROM LUW SOCIO-ECONOM&C STATUS,
SELFARE DEPENDENT ANO MOBILE FAMILIES, TO éHGw LOW ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT AND POOR SOCIAL ACDJUSTMENT 1IN SCHOOL, AND TO
BECOME DELINQUENT, POSSIBLE REASONS fOR THE FINODINGS,
INCLUDING BIASED REPORTING WERE CONSIDERED, AND THE

IMPLICATIONS FOR INTERVENTION STRATEGIES DISCUSSED.
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CHILD VICTIMIZATIQON:

A LONGITUDINAL ANALYSIS

8ACKXGRQUNA

ALTHOUGH CHILD VICTIMIZATION HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE

RESEARCH IN RECENT YEARS, A NUMBER OF 1ISSUES REMAIN UMPESOQOLVED, THE

CHARACTERISTICS OF ABUSED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES RAVE FRFQUENTLY BEEN

DESCRIBED (AMERLICAN HUMANE ASSOCIATION, 19787 GIL, 1973: AND SOLUMON,

1973), BUT ADEQUATE CUMPARISONS WITH THE GENERAL POPULATION,HaVE NOT BEEN

AVAiLABLE. DESPITE WIDELY HELD ASSUMPTIONS ABQUT HOW VICTI#IZED CHILDREN

AND THEIR FAMILIES DIFFER FROM OTHERS IN THEIR COMMUNITIES SNCH DIFFERENCES
HAVE ~OT BEEN EMPIRICALLY DEMONSTRATED, USING CAREFULLY SELECTED COMPARISGN

SAMPLES.

AHILE A NUMBER OF CLINICAL STUDIES HAVE DESCRIBED FAMILTES "AT RISK"

oF REPEAT VICTIMIZATION, SUCH STUDIES USUGALLY FOCUS O™ PERSONALITY

VARIABLES, FAMILY INTERACTION DYNAMICS, AND FACTORS NOT READILY DISCERNISLE

TO INVESTIGATORS RESPONSIBLE FOR CASE DISPOSITIONS. AS A RESHLT, DECISIONS

AFFECTING INTERVENTION STRATEGIES ARE FREQUENTLY BASED GN INADEWUATE

KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE RISK QF REPEAT VICTIMIZATION. INFORMATION IS

~NEEDED CONCERNING THE PROBABILITY OF REPETITION BASED ON VARIABLES READILY

OBSERVABLE DURING THE INITIAL INVESTIGATION.

THE IMPACT OF VICTIMIZATION ON A CHILD'S SUBSEQUENT SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT

HAS BEEN DESCRIBED B8Y SEVERAL INVESTIGATORS. KEMPE ANGC HELFEE (1972)
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« CLAIM TO HAVE BEEN ABUSED AS CHILDREWN,

ASSERT THAT:

"ABUSED CHILDREN WHQO HAVE BEEN DENIED
EXPERIENCES HAVE GREATER OIFFICULTY 1IN
DEC1SIONS, USE OTHERS PRQ=SUCIALLY, DEVELOPE
MORE EASILY BECOME DEPENDENT ON OTHERS."

NORMAL DOFVELOGPMENT
THEIR ABILITY TO MAKE
TRUST, AnD (THEY)

SIMILARLY, MARTIN (1972%) DESCRIBES DIFFICULTIES IN SCHONL ADJUSTMENT:

"IN SCHOOL, ABUSED CHILDREN BEHAVE FEARSFULLY, ARE CLINGING
AND ALOQF WITH PEERS, WITH THE TEACHER, THEY! OPPOSE CONTROL, ARE

MANIPULATORS, UNRESPONSIVE TO PRAISZ, AND APATHETIC TOWARDS

THINGS MOST CHILDREN THEIK AGE ENJOY."

HOWEVER, THESE GENERALIZATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN TZSTED THROUGH
COMPARATIVE MEASUREMENT OF ABUSED AND NON=-ABUSED CHILDREN 1N SUBSTANTIAL

NUMBERS .

WIDESPREAD .CONCERN ABOUT THE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES OF INTERVENTION

STRATEGIES, SUCH AS COURT=-ORDERED PLACEMENTS, SUGGESTS THE NEED FOR
DETERMINING THE EXTENT TQ WHICH CHILOREN MAKE INADEQUATE SOCIAL ADJUSTMENTS

AS A RESULT OF THE INTERVENTION, ON THE QTHER HAND, THERE ARE SOME

CHILDREN THAT SEEM TO ADJUST ADEQUATELY DESPITE THE VICTIYIZATLON, AND

POSSIBLE INTERVENING FACTORS WITH THESE YOUNGSIERS SHOULR BE STUDIED TG0

IDENTLFY THE SQURCE OF THEIR "INVULNERABILITY."

A NUMBER OF RESEARCHERS CONTEND THAT ABUSED CHILDREN GkOw UP T0 BE

ABUSIVE PARENTS. SOLOMON (1973) REPURTS THAT 30% = 60% OF ASUSIVE PARENTS

STEELE AND POLLOCK (1968), AND

ADAMS (1976) FOUND "MOST" ABUSING PARENTS HAD BEEN ABUSFD AS CHILOREN.

Y0UNG (1964) THEORIZED THAT ABUSING PARENTS THEMSEGVES SUEFERED AL THE

HANDS OF THEIR PARENTS,. GIBBONS AND WALKEF (1956) CONCLUDED THAT
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REJECTION, INCIFFERENCE AND HOSTILITY IN CHILDHOGD PRODUCES CFUEL PARENTS,

COURT (1369) SAID THAT ABUSING PARENTS TEND TO IDENTIFY wITH THEIR OwN

"SADISTIC® -FARENTS AND INFLICT ON THEIR COFF=SPRING THE HKURTS THEY

EXPERIENCED AS CHILOREN. THESE FINDINGS WHILE LOGICAL ARF INCOMPLETE we

THEY FAIL TO INDICATE HOW MANY VICTIMIZEOD CHILDREN DO ANOI AFCOME ABUSIVE

PARENTS.

ANTI=-SOCIAL BEHAVIOR QUTSIDE THE FAMILY UNIT IS ALSO THOUGHT IO RESULT

FROM CHILD VICTIMIZATION. CURTIS (1963) ASSERTED THAT VIOLENCE BREEDS

VIOLENCE, THEORIZING THAT AN ABUSED CHILD HARBORS EXCESSIVE HOSTILITY

AITHOUT ACCEPTABLE CHANNELS OF RELEASE, BENDER AND CURRAN (1974), DUNCAN

(1958), BUTTON (1973), AND EASSON AND STEINHELBER (1961) STUO{FD SMALL

SAMPLES OQF INDIVIDUALS WwHO HAD COMMITTED MURDERS 0OR VIOLENT ASSAULTS AND

EACH CONCLUDED THAT THE PERPETRATORS HAD FREQUENTLY BEEN ABUSED AS

CHILDREN, MARTIN‘ (1972) ASSERTED THAT THE RATTERED ChILD MAY BECQOME

VIOLENT, BUT HE QUALIFIED THE STATEMENI BY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT IT 1S NGT

KNOWN  HOW MANY BATTERED CHILOREN GROW UP WITHOUT POLICE 0f SOCIAL AGENCY

CONTACT.

MUCH OF THE THEORETICAL DEVELOPMENT ON WHICH INTERVENTTON STRATEGIES

ARE BASED HAS FOCUSED QN PSYCHOPATHULOGICAL FEXPLANATIONS==IT HAS BEEN

WIDELY ASSUMED THAT ADULTS wHG ABUSED CHLLDREN ARE "SICK," HENNLE AND

SCLARE (1969) INDICATE THAT THE TEN PATIENTS INVESTIGATED IN THEIR STUDY OF

ASSAULTIVE PARENTS WERE FQUND TO HAVE PERSONALITY DISORDERS CHARACILEKIZED

8Y INADEQUACY AND IMPULSIVE BEHAVIOR. WALTERS (1975) KREVIE~S AND CITES A

NUMBER OF STUDIES DESCRIBING ABUSERS AS PSYCHOLOGICALLY IMBALANCED==

SILVER, DUBLIN, AND LAURLE (1969), FONTANA (1971), AND SPINETTA AND RIGLER

(1972). GIL (1971) ALSO REVIEAS A NUMBEK OF STUDIES WHICH EMPHASIZE DPARENT
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 SIGNIFICANCE,

- COMPLIANCE EFFECTS, AND SOCIALLY ACCEPTABLE RESPONSES,

Y

S

PATHOLOGY-'STEELE AND POLLOCK (1968), GALDSTRUN (1965) AND NUMEROUS UTHERS.

/
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HOWEVER, MULTIDIMENSIGONAL MODELS QF CAUSATION ARE INCREASING 1IN

KEMPE AND HELFER (1972) POIN{ QUT THAT ABUSIVE OR NEGLECTFUL

BEHAVIOR IS A COMPLEX PATTERN IHNVOLVING SEVERAL CAUSAL FACTORS. GIL (1971)

AND GELLES (1973) HAVE FOCUSED ON THE SOCIOLOGICAL AND CONTEXTUAL VARIABLES

ASSQCIATED WITH ABUSE. WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBEK OF ATTEMPTS TO

IDENTIFY THE ABUSE = PRONE PARENT (PAULSON, AFIFI, CHALEF, THOMASTON, AND

LIEU 1975, HELFER AND KEMPE 1976) THERE. HAS BEEN LITTLE

RESEARCH DIRECTED

AT SITUATIONAL STRESS FACTORS WHICH MAY PRECIPITATE MALTREATMENT AND WHICH

COULD PREDICT RISK OF FUTURE INCIDENTS.

MOST OF THE EARLIER CHILD VICTIMIZATION STUDIES HAVE BEFN PLAUGED BY

SERIOUS DESIGN AND METHODOLOGICAL FLAWS, THESE FLAWS INVCLVED RESEARCH

DESIGN, SAMPLING, AND DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUES, RESEARCH DESIGNS WERE

LARGELY RESTROSPECTIVE, GENERALIZING FRQM EITHER VICTIMS OR VICTIMIZERS, EX
POST FACTO, WITH FEW PROSPECTIVE DIESIGNS. SAMPLING PFOCEDURES HAVE BEEY

INADEQUATE==QFTEN USING SMALL, UNREPRESENTATIVE SAMPLES SUCH AS VICTIMIZING

PARENTS IN CLINICAL THERAPY PROGRAUS. THE VALIDITY OF DATA COLLECTIGN

PROCEDURES WAS FREQUENTLY SUBJECT IO CHALLENGE SINCE SUEVEY DATA FRQM

VICTIMIZERS WAS USUALLY COLLECTED RETROSPECTLIVELY, 1IN COMJUNCTION WIIH

LEGAL INVESTIGATIONS, THEREBY INCREASING THE PROBABILITY OF DEMAND AND

IN Sn¥MARY, MOST aF

THE REPORTED EARLY FINDINGS CAN BE CHALLENGED ON THE BASIS OF SERIOUS

METHODOLOGICAL FLAWS,

CURRENT STUDY CBJECTIVES
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THE CURRENT STUDY WwAS DESIGNED TO FILL SIGNIFICANT GAPS IN THE
RESEARCH LITERATURE BY A CAREFULLY DESIGNED LONGITUDINAL STUDY.
SPECLFICALLY, THE RESEARCH AND SAMPLING DESIGN OFFERED THFSE ADVANTAGES

OVER EARLIER STUDIES:

(A) A LONGITUDINAL STUDY WHICH TRACES PRQOSPECTIVELY, THE LONG=TERM

BEHAVIORAL OUTCOMES OF VICTIMIZED CHILDREN IDENTIFIED OVER A LONGLR TIME
SPAN (15 YEARS IN OLDER CASES.)
(B) COMPARISON MAICHED IO VICTIMS ON IMPORTANT

SAMPLES SEVERAL

DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES, PERMITTING CONTRAST ON DEPENCENT VARIAALES,

(C) SUFFICIENTLY LARGE SAMPLES TO PERMIT STATISTICAL CONTROL QF

IMPORTANT DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS.

(D) DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES UTILIZING OFFICIAL RECORNS QOF SECONDARY

DATA SQURCES AND PERMITTING TRIANGULATION BETWEEN SEVERAL DATA SOURCES,

RATHER THAN RELYING SOLELY ON SUBJECTIVE SURVEY DATA.

THE STUDY HAD THE FOLLOWING DBJéCTIVES:

FAMILIES

1. COMPARE CURRENTLY VICTIMIZED CHILDREN AND THEIR WwITH
NON=VICTIMIZED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES ON SOCIAL AND
DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS.

2., IDENTIFY SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND FAMILY STRESS FACTNRS ASSOCILIAIED

WITH REPEAT VICTIMIZATION, -
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3. IDENTIFY PATYERNS GF FAMILY MOBILITY ASSOCIATED WwITh
MALTREATHENT AND THE IMPLICATION OF SUCH MOBILITY FOR REPORTING
{

AND INTERVENTIUN STRATEGIES.

4. FEXAMINE THE INTERVENTION STRATEGIES USED WITH RECENT VICTIMIZATIGN
FAMILIES,

5. TRACK CHILDREN VICTIMIZED (AS EARLY AS 1955) INTO YOUNG ADULTHOGD,
STUDYING THE INCIDENCE OF DELINGQUENCY, ADULL CRIMINALITY AND ABUSE

OF THEIR OWN CHILDREWN,

FOR DIFFERENT PROJECT QBJECTIVES WE SELECTED DIFFERENT STUGY SAMPLES.

o G AT A SR
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RESEARCH DESIGN AND SAMFLING PFROCEDURES

THE BASIC RESEARCH LDESIGN EMPLOYED WAS THAT CF A

LONGIEODINAL

SURVEYX

WITH DATA COLLECTED AT DIFFERENT POINIS IN TIME ON BOTH VICIIMS (AND THEIR

FAMILIES) AND ON MATCHED COMPARISON SUBJECIS.

SELECTED AND METHODS OF OATA COLLECTION

OBJECTIVES.

FOR THe FIRST OUBJECTIVE, COMPARISUON OF SOCIAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC

ASSOCIATED WITH VICTIMIZATICON,
THE SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT DURING 1976 AND 1978 WERE

DISPROPORTIONATE STRATIFIED SAMPLE

300 FROM 1976 AND 300 FROM 1978, INCLUDING 200 PHYSICAL ABUSE,

AND 200 SEXUAL MOLESTATION VICTIMS (100 FOR EACH YEAR,)**
THE CRITZRIA FOR SELECTION GOF THE 1976 AND 1978
INCLUDED: (A) LOCAL

FOQTNGTES:

¥, IN AN EARLIER STUDY, 4,000 CASES REFORTED TO THE SAME

JURISOICTION WERE COMPUTER=ANALYZED FOR DESCRIPTIVE

DEMOGRAPHIC OATA, HOWEVER, NO COMPARISON SUBJECTS WERE

STUDIED. (SEE BOHNSTEDT AND SMITH, 1978)
**, IT WAS NECESSARY TO AUGMENT B0TH THE 1976 AND 1978

SAMPLES FROM ADJACENT YEARS IN ORDERvTO UBTAIN SUFFICIENT

MOUESTATION AMD MEGLECT CASES MEETING SAMPLE CRITERIA,

HOWEVER, ' THE

SAMPLES

VARIELD WITH DIFFERENT PROJECT

FACTORS
600 CASES REPORTED TO AnL,é TNVESTIGATED 8Y
STUDIED.* THE
WAS DELIBERATELY SELECTED AS FOLLOWS:

NEGLECT

SAMPLES

RESIDENCE, (B) ENROLLMENT IN SAN DIEGG CITY SCHOOLS

RN
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WERE STUDIED.

(TO ALLOW SELECTION OF NON-VICTIMIZED SCHOQLMATES AS COMPARISNN SUBJECTS):
(C) ONLY ONE VICTIM SELECTED PER FAMILY (USUALLY THE PRIME VICIIM), AND (D)
CONDIIIONS SERIOUS ENUUGH TO WARRANT FOLLOW=-UP (INVESTIGATION, REFERRAL, GR
INTERVENTION B8Y AN AGENCY

OfuER THAN POLLCE, OR A PREVIFUSLY REPORIED

INCIDENT OF CHILD VICTIMIZATION),

iN ADDITION, TwQ COMPARISON CASES WERE SELECTED FOR EACH VICTIM: ONE

MATCHED ON THE BASIS OF AGE, GENDER AND ETBNICITY WHILE THE SECOND
COMPARISON ®“AS MATCHED ON THE BASIS OF AGE AND GENDER 8UT #iTH ETHNICITY
FREE TO VARY,
, {
0BJECTIVES 2«4 UTILIZED THESE SAME SAMPLES, 8UT COLLECTED DIFFERENT

DATA FOR EACH OQBJECTIVE: THE SAMPLE OF 300 1976 VICTIMS wAS STUDIED TOC

DETERMINE THE EXTENT OF REPEAT VICTIMIZATION AND SOCIAL, FCONOMIC, AWGD

FAMILY STRESS FACTORS CORRELATED WITH RECIDIVISM., THE SAME 1976 VICTIMS

AND THEIR COMPARLSON SUBJECTS WERE ALSO STUDLED 10 DETERMINE PATTERNS GF

FAMILY MOBILITY AND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MOBILITY AND RECIDIVISM. TdE

1978 VICTIMS WERE STUDIED IN MEETING THE FOURTH CBJECTIVE, DETERMINING ThE

INTERVENTION STRATEGIES USED wITH RECENT VICTIMIZATION FAMILIES.

FOR . THE LAST OBJECTIVE, STUDYING LONG=TERM CCRRELATES CF

VICTIMIZATION, 319 VICTIMIZATION CASES INVESTIGATED BETWEEN 1955 AND 1975

AMONG THESE CASES THERE WERE 122 CLASSIFIEC AS PHISICAL

ABUSE, 163 NEGLECT AND 34 SEXUAL MOLESTATION. SINCE ETHNIC ICENTIFICATIQON

WAS NOT AVAILABLE ON £ARLY COMPARISON SUBJECTS, GONLY ONE COMPARISON WAS

MATCHED FOR EACH VICTIIM ON THE BASIS (OF AGE AND GENDRER,

IDENTIFICATION QF THE EARLY

SAMPLE, INCLODING VICTIMNS IWVESTIGATED
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BETAEEN 1955 AND 1975, INVOLVED SOMEwHAL DIFFERENT CRITERIA. EARLY VICTIMS

WERE IDEMTIFIED FRCM POLICE FECORDS AND SCREENED FQOR: (A) LACAL * RESIOENCE

AT THE TIME OQF INVESTIGATION, (B) ENRQOLLMENT IN SAN DIEGO CTTY SCHOOLS AT

THE TIME OF INVESTIGATION, (C) ALL VICTIMI2kD SIBLINGS ®ERE INCLUDED IN ‘[hHE

SAMPLE, (D) CONDITIONS SERIOUS ENQUGH TO WARRANT FOLLOW-UP, (E) LOCAL

RESIDENCE.

I'HE CURRENT=AND-LOCAL RESIDENCE SCREENING, NECESSARY FOR VALIDITY OF

LONGITUDINAL COMPARISONS, WAS ACCOMPLISHED WITH THE HELP OF THE CALIFORNIA

MOTOR VEHICLES OEPARTMENT, USING MOTOR VEHICLES' RECORDS, #E InNITIALLY

SELECTZID VICTIMS OVER 16 VYEARS OF AGE WHO HELD A CALIFCRNIA DRIVER'S

LICENSE LISTING A CURRENT SAN DIEGO COUNTY RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. LATER IHE

SCREENING FOR RESIDENCE WAS éXPANDED TO INCLUDE VICTIMS IDENTIETIED AS LCCAL
RESIDENTS THROQUGH TWO ADDITIUNAL AGENCIES=<CI[TY SCHOOLS AND COUNTY WILFARE.-
THIS EXPANSION ALLOWED YOUNGER AND LOWER SES VICTIMS TO BE IMCLUDED IN THE

STUDY.

THE FINAL STAGE [d SCREENING EARLY VICTIMS WAS TO VERIFY LOCAL SCHOOL

ENROLLMENT SINCE 1970 <= A CONDITION 4ECESGARY FOR DATA ACGUISITLON AND

SELECTION OF COMPARISGN SUBJECTS.

BECAUSE MOST OF THE CASES INVESTIGATED FROM 1955 TQ 1967 WERE CULASSED

AS NEGLECT, OTHER MEANS OF IOENTIFYING ZARLY VICTIMS OF PHYSICAL ABUSE AND

SEXUAL MOLESTATION #ERE EMPLOYED, WE THEREFORE EXTENDED THE WARLY CLOSTING

DATE FROM 1967 TO 1975 1IN ORDER TO INCLUDE SUFFICIENT CASES LABELED AS
PHYSICAL ABUSE OR SEXUAL MOLESTATION, VICTIMS YOUNGER THAN 16 YEARS OF AGE

WERE INCLUDED IF TIHEY wERE SCHOOL ENROLLED DURING 1980,

s
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THE SELECTION OF COMPARISON SUBJECTS FOR THE EARLY SAMPLE PROVED TQ BE

PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT, FIRST, THE EARLY VICIIMS REPRESENTED AN EXLENDED

TIME PERIOD OF REPQRTING, SECOND, SCHOOL FENROLLMENT RGSTERS WERE «~0OT

AVAILABLE PRIOR TO 1970, THIRD, CURRENT RESIDENCE COULD NOT BE DETERMINED

AT INITIAL SAMPLE SELECTION. FINALLY, ETHNICITY WAS NOT AVAILABLE FROM

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ROSTERS MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE TGO MATCH ON EIHNICITY.

BECAUSE OF THESE FACTORS, DIFFERENT DECISION RULES REGARDING SELECTION CF

EARLY COMPARISON SUBJECTS WERE NECESSARY,

THESE PROBLEMS WERE RESOLVED AS FOLLOwS: THE FIRST AND SECOND

PROBLE#S WERE MET B8Y USING fHE EARLIEST AVAILABLE ENROLLMENT ROSTER, 1970,
AS THE BASIS FOR MATCHING ON AGE AND GENDER, THIS MEANT THAT THE EARLIEST
VICTIMS WHO HAD LEFT SCHOOL PRIOR TO 1970 WERE ELIMIMATED FROM THE

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS, (ALTHOUGH LONGIIUOINAL FOLLOW=-UP DATA WERE STILL

COMPILED,) FGR THOSE FEW EARLY VICTIMS REPORTED BETWEEN 197C AND 1975,

SCHﬁOL ENROGLLMENT ROSTERS FOR THE YEAR QF REPQRTED VICTIMIZATION WLRE USED.
THE THRIRD FROBLEM OF DETERMINING CURRENT RESIDENCE FOR COMPARISON SUBJLCTS
WAS MET BY SELECTING MULTIPLE (10) POTENTIAL COMPARISON SUBJECTS KOR EACH

VICTIM AND THEN SCREENING FOR CURRENT RESIDENCE [HROUGH THE UEPARTHMENT UF

MOTOR VEHICLES,

FINALLY, WE USED SOCIQ-ECONQOMIC STAIUS AS A CONTROL VARIABLE SUPERIOR

TO ETHNICITY IM MOST ANALYSES. THE SELECTION OF WMULTIPLE POTENTIAL

COMPARISON SUBJECTS ALLOWED FOR SOME MATCHING ON THE VARIABLE oF

SOCIOQ=ECONQMIC STAILGS. AMONG THE 7T&% POTENTIAL COMPARILSGN SUBJECTS FCR

EACH VICTIM, SCREENING INCLUDED SELECTION OF THE COMPARISON ~HOSE SCHOOL QF
ENROLLMENT MOST CLOSELY MATCHED THE VICITM'S SCHOCL ON A COMECSITE INOmX QF




o ——

SOCIO=ECONOMIC CHARACIERISTICS.

THE FINAL SIEP IN SELECIION OF COMBARISUN SUPJECTS ENIAILED SCREENING

FOR ANY REPORTED VICTIMIZATION.

IN ALL, OVER 2,400 EARLY VICTIMS WERE SCREENED TO IDEnTIFY THE 313

VICTIMS IN THE EARLY SAMPLE, HOWEVER, IHIS SAMPLE IS KNOWN TG BE 8IASED IN

THE FOLLOWING WAYS?

1. VICTIMS LEAVING THE COMMUNITY HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED.

2. VICTIMS NOT HOLDING A CALIFORNIA DRIVER'S LICENSE, CURRENTLY

ENROLLED IN SAN DIEGO SCHOOQLS OR CURRENILY RECEIVING WELFARE HAVE

BEEN EXCLUDED, BECAUSE OF RESIDENTIAL TRACKING PROCEDURES.

4#ITH NO MINGR

3, CASES SEEMING LESS SERIOUS OF INVOLVING FAMILIES

CHILDREN 1IN 1362 WERE NCT AVAILAHSLE SINCE THESE CASFS WERE PURGED

FROM POULICE FILES IN 1962,

4, CLASSIFICATION OF ABUSE TYPE IS NOT TOTALLY RELIARLE SINCE THE

EARLIEST NEGLECT CASES INCLUDED SOME ALLEGATIONS OF PHYSICAL ADUSE

OR SEXUAL MULESTATION, WHICH WERE NQT CLASSED AS SUCH,.

TABLE 1 SHOWS IHE DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE SUBJECTS BY TI¥E PERIOD
TYPE QF

®

AND TABLE 2 SHOWS THE OISTRIBUTION OF SAMFLE SUBJECTS BY

L 4

VICTIMIZATION.

By
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TABLE 1

DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE
SUBJECTS BY TIME PERIGE

TINE PERIOD VICTIM COMPARISONS COMPARISONS TOTALS
MATCHED ON MATCHED ON
AGED AND GENDER AGE, GENDER
1978 SAMPLE 312 312 3
1976 SAMPLE 334 334 3§§ 1§gg
EARLY SAMPLE 313 313 cam—- 526
(1955=1975) °
TOTALS 959 959 646 2564
TABLE 2
~ DISTRIBUTION QOF
SAMPLE SUBJECTS EY TYPE OF VICTIMIZATION
ABUSE NEGLECT MOLEST TGTALS
1978 VICTIMS 105 104 03
1976 VICTIMS 113 119 io1 Sii
EARLY VICTIMS 122 163 34 319
TOTALS 341 386 238 865
DATA ACQUISITION METHODOLOG{:
DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES RELIED HEAVILY ON SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF FILES

COMPILED BY COOPERATING AGENCIES, wITH APPROPRIATE SAFEGUARDS TO PROIECT

CONFIDENTIALITY., POLICE DEPARTMENT FILES PROVIDED INITIAL ALLEGATIONS,

DEMOGRAPHICS, PRELIMINARY DISPOSITIGN AND [HE INVESTIGAYING QFFICER'S

PERCEPTION OF CONTRIBUTING FACTORS. I LATER STAGES, PULICE FLLES WERE
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ALSO ACCESSED TO SCREEN COMPARISON SUBJECTS FOR POSSIBLE ALLEGATIONS CF

VICTIMIZATIUN, AND TO IOENTIFY LONG=-TERM PATTERNS OF RECIDIVISHM, JUVENILE

DELINQUENCY AND ADULI ARREST RECORDS, THE STATE OF CALIFOURNIA CENTRAL

REGISTRY ON CHILD ABUSE ALSO PROVIDED RECIDIVISM DATA,

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ROSTEZRS WERE ACCESSED TO IDENTIFY MATCHED COMPARISON

SUBJECTS AND THEIR DEMOGRAPHICS, AND TO DETERMINE OFFICIAL SCHOQL

GUIDANCE/DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS., LATER SCHOOL NURSES AND GUIDANCE COUNSELURS

RESPONDED TO A "BLIND"™ QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY WHICH TAPP&C PRUFESSIONAL

PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC ADJUSTMENT FOR BOTH VICTIMS AND

COMPARISON SUBJECTS (WITHOUT IDENTIFYING VICTIMS,)

WELFARE RECORDS IDENTIFIED CASE DISPOSITION, INTERVENTIOHN STRATEGIES

UTILIZED, AND ADDITTONAL DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS, INCLUDING FAMILY WELFARE

DEPENDENCY., JUVENILE COURT RECORDS PROVIDED AODITIONAL DISPOSITION DAILA,

SUCH AS PETITION FINDINGS, PLACEMENIS, AND COURT DISPOSITION FOR THGSE

CASES RESULTING IN A DEPENDENCY PETITION, JUVENILE COURT RECCROS WERE ALSQO

SCREENED IN THE FOLLOW=UP PHASE FOR DELLNQUENCY AND ARULT DEPENDENCY

ACTIONS, FOR BOTH VICTIMS AND COMPARISONS.

THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES (DMV) FACILITATED SAaMPLE SELZCTION BY
SCREENING CURRENT RESIDENCE QF EARLY VICTIME& AND COMPARISON SUBJECTS. (0MV
RECOROS ALSQ PRUVIDED ADDITIONAL VALUABLE DATA ON TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS, TO BE

REPORTED IN FUTURE PAPERS.)

FINALLY, CONTENT ANALYSIS WAS PERFORMEU ON PROBATION FILES FNR SUSPECTS WHO

WERE CHARGED WITH CRIMIMAL OFFENSES, THESE DATA WERF UTILIZED IN

PILOT-TESTING CONCEPTIONS ANMD INSTRUMENTATION PERTAINING (0 Tdok MULIIPLE

R .
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PROBLEM FAMILY,

OBVIOUSLY, THE SUCCESS OF THIS RESEARCH PrOUJECT- DEPENDED EXTENSIVELY ON THE

COOQPERATION OF VARIUUS PARTLCIPATING 4GENCIES. ELABGRATE PPFCAUTIONS WERE

TAKEN TO PRESERVE THE CONFIDENTIALITIY OF DATA SOURCES, AND 1IN SOME

INSTANCES, AGENCY PERSONNEL CCOMPLETED DATA ACQUISITION FOR#S DESIGNED BY

' THE RESEARCH STAFF,

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING CHALLENGES AROSE IM COMPUTERIZING EXTENSIVE RECURDS

FROM DIFFERENT AGENCIES ON INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS, AND CROSS=REFERENCING DATA
FROM DIFFERENT SUURCES, STRAINING THE CAPABILITIES OF EXTENSIVE UNIVERSITY
EQUIPMENT. SOLUTIONS TO THESE TECHNICAL PROBLEMS CONSTITUTE THE SUBJECT OF

" ANQTHER TECHNICAL PAPER,

FINDINGS

BECAUSE THE FINDINGS RELATING TO EACH OBJECTIVE ARE EXTENSIVE, AND ARE

REPORTED ELSEWHERE, THIS PAPER WILL PRESENT ONLY SOME OF THE MAJOR

FINDINGS., THE FINDINGS PRESENTED BELOW COVER EACH OBJECTIVE,
1. DEMOGRAPHIC CUMPARISONS
2, CORRELATES OF REPEAT VICTIMIZATION

3, MOBILITY ANALYSIS

4. LONGITJDINAL FULLQW=UP

.....
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DEMOGRAPHIC COMPARISONS: (OBJECTIVE 1)

QUR FIRST OBJECTIVE WwAS TO COMPARE VICTIMS AND THEIR FAMILIES WwWITH

MATCHED, NON«VICTIMIZED CHILOREN AND THEIR FAMILI&LS., TABLE 3 PRESENTS

OEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE VICTIMS, SINCE AGE AND GENDER WERE

MATCHING FACTORS, THE COMPARISON SAMPLES wERE VIRTUALLY IDEATICAL ON THESE

DIMENSIONS., ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTIONS wkRE THE SAME FOR VICTIMS AND THE

COMPARISONS WHO WERE MATCHED ON THAT FACTOR, BUT THERE WERE DIFFERENCES IN

ETHNICITY OF VICTIMS AND THOSE COMPARISONS FOR WHOM ETHNICITY wAS FREE 10

VARY. AS SHOWN IN TABLE 4 PHYSICAL ABUSE VICTIMS ARE MCRE LIKELY THAN

COMPARISONS TO BE BLACKS (35% V5. 14%) AND LESS LIKELY TO EE ANGLOS (51%

VS, 35%): MCLESTATION VICTIMS ARE ALSQ MORE LIKELY THAN COMPARISONS TO BE

BLACKS (23% VS. 12%). ALTHOUGH NEGLECT VICTIMS WERE SLIGHTLY MORE LIKELY

TO BE BLACK THAN COMPARISONS, (21% VS, 13%) THE DIFFERENCE #AS NOT

STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT AT THE.O05 LEVEL.

I

P

R
N MW-»MMW"! B .

GENDER:

1978 VICTIMS
MALE
FEMALE

1976 VICTIMS
MALE
FEMALE

EARLY VICTIMS
MALE
FEMALE

TARLE 3

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
OF SAMPLE SUBJECIS

MEAN AGE AT VICTIMIZATIONG -

1978 VICTIMS
1976 VICTIMS
EARLY VICTIMS

ABUSE NEGLECT MOLESTATION

58% 54 093

42 a6 91

50% 46% 09%

50 54 $1

55% 49% 24%

45 _ 52 77
11,0 10,3 11.9
10.7 09.6 12.1
08,7 05.2 11.4

TOTALS

179

195

154
165

48%
52%




TABLE 3 4 ; ‘ TABLE 4

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTIERICS X

aF SAMPLE SUBJECTS CCGNT.) ETHNICITY DISTRIBUTIONS OF VICTIMS AND CDMPARISCNS

LRk e At % REL WL 6 WEE R TRk g B e be e e g G 6 Ky
- . s
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(ETHNICITY FREE TO VARY) BY TYBE OF VICTIMIZATION
AEUSE NEGLECT MOLESTATION (1976 AND 1978 SAMPLES)
? ETHNICITY ABUSE NEGLECT MOLESTATION
ETHNICITY | VICTIM COMPARISGN VICTIM COMPARISON  VICTIM COMPARLSON
1978 VICTIMS : ANGLO 51% 65% 65%
- 63% n 65% 63% 66%
ANGLO 504 et 59 BLACK 353 143 21% 131 233 12%
BLACK t 05 HISPANIC 13% 12% 12% 13% 7% 144
g;:g:mlc éf 03 10 OTHER 1% 9% 2% 9% 7% 6%
Toon 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 109% 1004
100% (N=219) (N=219) (N=223) (N=223) (N=204) (N=204)
(N=105) (N=104) (N=103)
1976 VICTINS o A SECOND DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLE INDICATING SOCLO-ECONOMIC STATUS WAS
62%
ggggg gg% Zg* 24 ALSO  CORRELATED WITH VICTIMIZATION, WE OPERATIONALLY DEFINED LOW SES AS
10
gg:g:NIC ég éi 04 HAVING RECEIVED FINANCIAL AID WITHIN THE LAST FIVE YEARS. AS TABLE §
| ;;;;- ;;5;- 100% SHOWS, VICTIM FAMILIES WERE MUCH MORE LIKELY TQ BE CLASSIFIED AS LOW SES
(N=114) (N=119) (N=101) THAN COMPARISQN SUBJECTS MATCHED ON ETHNICITY. (THESE DATA REFER TO 1978
SUBJECTS ONLY SINCE FINANCIAL AID DATA WAS AVAILABLE ONLY ON 1978
EAPLYAxéggIMS* 47% 49% 66% 504 SUBJECTS,)
BLACK 37 37 i: fz
HISPANIC 15 1? bt )y |
OTHER/MISSING 2 { IABLE 5: PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVING RECIVED FINANCIAL AID
ﬂ (1978 SAMPLE .ONLY)
#NOT ALWAYS AVAILABLE |
ETHNICITY ABUSE NEGLECT MOLZSTATION
ﬁ VICT. COMP#% N VICT. COMP¥ W VICT, COMP*
. ANGLO 29% 2% 52 353% 8% 63 20% €% 65
BLACK 54 5 39 44 22 27 . 39 13 23
* HISPANIC 46 23 13 45 22 11 40 0 5
¥MATCHED ON ETHNICITY

A 1 A s 928 s




EARLTIER SPUﬁIES HAVE REPORTED CONFLICTING FINDINGS REGAPNING ETHNICITY
AND VICTIMIZAIIQON. SEVERAL EARLIER STUDIES FCUND ETHNICITY LINKED TO
VICTIMIZATION, AS ODID OQUR PRELIMIWARY ANALYSIS, HOWEVEEF, THE RECENT
NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE INCIDENCE STUDY (1978) FCUND NO SUCH RELATIONSHIP,
SINCE LOW SOCIQ-ECONOMIC STATUS (SES) HAS BEEN SHCOWN BY OTHER INVESTIGATORS
(GIL, 1971; GELLES, 1973 AND OTHERS) TO BE LINKED TO REPOFTED
VICTIMIZATION, AND SI&CE SES AND ETHNICITY ARE ALSC CORRELATED, WE EXAMINEC

ETHNICITY CONTROLLING FOR SOCIO~ECONQMIC STATUS.

TABLE 6 SHOWS THAT ETHNIC DISTRIBUTIAONS ARE NQOZI SIGNIFICANTLY
DIFFERENT FOR ABUSE AND MOLESTATION VICTIMS AND THEIR COMHDFISON SUBJECTS
NHEN SES IS CONTROLLED. WHILE BLACKS SHOW HIGHER PERCENTAGES OF £ REPORTEL
VICTIMIZATION THE DIFFERENCE IS NOT STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT WHEN SES I8
CONTROLLED, THE PERCENTAGE OF BLACK VICTIMS IS NOUT SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT
FROM THE PERCENTAGE OF BLACK CdMPARISONS FOR EITHER THE LOW GR MIDDLE SES
GROUPS. THE ETHNICITY RELATLONSHIP NOTED IN TABLE 4 IS A AKSULT OF THE
GRE#&ER RATIC OQF VICTIMS TO COMPARISONS CLASSIFIEO AS Lgs SES (147{33J

VERSUS THOSE CLASSIFIED AS MIDDLE SES (61/175) SHOWN IN TABLE 6,

TABLE o

PHYSICAL AcsUSt AND MOLEST VICTIMIZATLON
BY ETHBNICLTY CONTROLLING FOR SCOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS,
(1378 SAMPLE ONLY)

ETHNICITY LOw SOCIO=ECONGMIC MIDDLE SOCIO=-ECONGMIC
STATUS STATUS
VICTIMS COMPARISON VICIIMS COMPARISON
ANGLO 55% 58% 53% 70%
BLACK 32% 21% 25% 13%
HISPANIC 9% 183% 8% 11%
OTHER 4% 3% 8% 6%
TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100%
(N=147) (N=33) (N=61) (N=175)

A LATER SECTION EXAMINES POSSIBLE REPORTING BIASES AND. PRESENTS SOME

INTERPRETATIONS OF THESE DATA.

CORRELAIES QE RBEBEATI NICTIMIZAIION: (OBJECTIVE #2)

- RESEARCH STAFF SCREENED POLICE DEPARTMENT FILES FOR SUBSKQUENT REPORTS

OF VICTIMIZATION INVOLVING THE STUDY SAMPLE OF CASES INVESTTGATED IN 1976,

APPROXIMATELY ONE~GUARTER OF EITHER THE PERPEIRATORS, THE VICTI#S, OR THEIR
FAMILIES WERE INVOLVED IN ANGTHER INCIDENT OF VICTIMIZATION RY 1980, ABCUT

15% WERE INVOLVED IN QONE SUCH INCIDENT AND 10% IN IwQO OR MOERF,
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TABLE 7

REPEAT VICTIMIZATION: 1976 CASES

REPEAT INCIDENTS

A3USE NEGLECT MOTEST
NO@E 763 68% 77%
238 15: 21% 16%
THREE AND ABQVE 4% g: ?:
100% 100% 1;;%

(N=114) (N=119) (N=101)

IN SEEKING CORRELATES OF REPEAT

VICTIMIZATION WE EXAMINED CASE

CHARACTERISTICS, FAMILY,

SUSPECT AND VICTIM® CHARACTERISTICS, AND -FINALLY

POLICE DISPOSITION, RECIDIVISM DATA ARE REPORTED 1IN TABEE 8.

NEGLECT
CASES HAD THE HIGHEST RECIDIVISM RATE, 32%, AS COMPAREC TQ ABUSE ANQ
NEGLECT, 24% AND 23% RECIDIVISM, RESPECTIVELY. FAMILIES &ITH A PRIOR

'RECOBD OF VICTIMIZATION WERE TWICE AS LIKELY TG HAVE SUBSERUENT REPORTED

INCIDENTS AS THOSE WITH NO PRIOR RECORD==43% 'IN THE

"TOTAL" COLUMN AS

COMPARED TO 20%.

R LI I Py
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TABLE 8: RECIDIVISM RATES BY CASE CHARACTERISTICS

ABUSE NEGLECT
24% kVE
£R10BS
NO PRIORS 18% 25%
ONE PRIORS 40% 42%
TWO PRIORS 50% 45%
THREE OR MORE
PRICORS -= 62%
TYPE QFE INJURY
BURNS 33%
BROUKEN BONES 33%
HEAD INJURIES 25%
NEGLECT % 33%
BRULISES 24%
LACERATIONS 14%
. (N=114) (N=119)
ABUSE NEGLECT
24% 323%
EAMILY CHABACIERISIICS
FAMILY STRUCTURE:
MOM/DAD 13% XK
_MOM/STEP DAD 27% *%
MOM ALONE 12% 37%
SQCIQ=ECONOMIC SIAIUS
LOW 30% 47%
MED 19% 21%

xx T0C FEW CASES T0 ANALYZE,

R B Y T LT YCORT R
by

MOQLEST

213

14%
57%
40%

1003

L L 2 J

(N=101) (N=334)

HOLEST
23%

12%
18%
31%

37%
17%

ICTAL
26%

20%
43%
453%

7%

33%

33%
33%
23%
20%

TATAL
26%

12%
26%
30%

38%
19%
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TABLE 8 (CONTINUED) RECIDIVISM RATES BY SUSPECT AND VICTIMS CHARACTERISTICS

SUSPECT CHARACTERISTICS
ABUSE  NEGLECT MALEST  [CTAL

BELITIIONSHIR:

FATHER 17% 10% 193 164

MOTHER 23% 35% 4 32%

STEPFATHER 44% L ] 25% 26%

RELATIVE 25% ¥* 20% 22%

UNRELATED 40% *% 29% 29%
AGE:

YQUNG 24% 35% 27% 29%

MEDIUM 29% 33% 16% 29%

oLbD 18% 28% 23% 23%
SEXs3

FEMALE cSowes coocew LY ¥ 2 CE LY

MALE cCmwew neoe swnww seesca
RACE:

ANGLO 21% 29% 21% 24%

BLACK 17% 32% 33% 25%

HISPANIC 33% 43% 15% 31%

VICTIM CHARACTERISTICS
ABUSE NEGLECT MOLEST TOTAL

AGE:
YOUNGER
(LESS OR EQUAL 12) 26% 34% 24% 29%
OLDER
(GREATER THAN 12) 14% 17% 24% 19%
SEX:
MALE 30% 36% -- 31%
FEMALE 17% 28% 25% 24%

¥* TOO FEW CASES T0 ANALYZE,

R ey

AR
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BY TYPE OF INJURY, THE MORE SEVERE INJURIES, (I.E, AURNS, -BROKEN
BONES, HEAD INJURIES) HAD HIGHER RATES OF SUBSEGUENT GFFENSES (33%) THAN
THE LESS SERIOUS INJURIES (BRULSES 23% AND LACERATICNS, 20%),

EXAMINING FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS, WE FOQUND THAT FAMILY STRUCTURE ‘AND
SES WERE LINKED TQ RECIDIVISM. FIRST, BY FAMILY STRUCTURE, MOTHEKS LIVING
ALONE HAD THE HIGHEST RATE OF SUBSEQUENT INCIDENTS, 30% I#f THE M"TQLAL"
COLUMN, AS COMPARE TO INTACT FAMILIES WITH 12% RECIDIVISM., HOWEVER, THILS
PATTERN VARIED BY TYPE QF CRIME WITH WEGLECT AND MOLESTATION CASES HAVING
HIGHER RATES OF RECIDIVISM FOR MOTHERS LIVING ALONE, 37% AND. 31%
RESPECTIVELY., IN PHYSICAL ABUSE CASES, THE HIGHEST RECIDIJESM RATE, 27%,
WAS FOUND IN MOTHER/STEPFATHER HOUSEHOLDS.

Tax FELLUUE GHEOTERR ¥ e S IR D S P hgrigs v
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LO% SOCIOQ=ECONOMIC STATUS (AS RATED BY POLICE INVESTIGATTNG OFFICERS)
WAS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH HIGHER RATES OF REPEAT VICTIMIZATION==38% AS
COMPARED T0 19% FOR MIDOLE SES., THE PATTERN WwAS MOST PROVOUNCED AMONG

NEGLECT CASES wHERE LOW SkS FAMILIES SHOWED 474 RECIDIVISM.

RECIDIVISM RATES ‘REGARDING SUSPECT AND VICTLIM CHARACTERISTICS R;QUIRE
SOME INTERPRETATION, SUBSEQUENT INCIDENTS INVOLVING A#Y FAMILY OR
HOUSEHOLD MEMBER ARE CONS1DERED REPEAT INCIDENTS IN POLICE DEPARTMENT
FILES, ALTHOUGH OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS MAY BE INVOLVED AS EITHER SUSPECT OR
VICTIM IN THE SUBSEQUENT INCIDENT, NEVERTHELESS, IT MAY BE INSTRUCTIVE 10
REVIEW RECIDIVYSM PAITERNS BY INITIAL VICTIM AND SUSPECT CéhPGCTERISTICS IN
ORDER TQ ASSESS THE RISK QF FUTURE REPEAT INCIDENTS. ANALYZING SUSPECT
CHARACTERISTICS, FAMILY RECIDIVISM RATES WERE HIGHER FOR INXTIAL INCIDE&TS
;NVCLVING MOTHERS AND UNRELATED SUSPECTS, YOUNGER SUSPECTS AND HISPANIC
SUSPECTS, EXAMINING PRELIMINARY DISPOSITION AND THE INVESTIGATIONS VICTIM
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INITIAL INCLOENT, INITIAL INCIDENTS LNVOLVING
YOUNGER VICTIMS dAD HIGHER RECIDIVISM RATES THAN THOSE wITk OLDER VICTIMS
ANO THIS HELD FOR EVERY TYPE QF CRIME, FEMALE VICTIMS HAD LO#ER RECIDIVISM
RATES THAN MALE VICTIMS, ESPECIALLY 1IN ABUSE INCIDENTS. SINCE RACE (F
VICTIMS WAS NEARLY ALWAYS IDENTICAL WILH THAT OF SUSPECTS, IT IS NOT

PRESENTED,
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MO0BILITY LUALYSIS: (OBJECTIVE 3)

THE BEST MEASURE OF FAMILY MGBILITY AVAILABLE TO US «AS BASED ON

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT RECORDS, SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES %ERE ALSU OBSERVED

. BETWEEN VICTIMS AND COMPARISONS ON SCHOOL MOBILITY. TABLE 9 SHOwWS THAT

NEARLY TWO=-THIRDS OF TBE 1976 VICTIMS HAD LEFT THE SCHOOL GLSTRICT THREE
YEARS LATER, AS COMPARED TO LESS THAN HALF OFf THE COMPARISON SUBJECTS

LEAVING., FURTHERMORE, THIS PATTERN HELD TRUE FOR ALL THREE TYPES GF CRIME.

ONE~FOURTH OF THBE VICTIMS HAD <TRANSFERRED 10 ANOTHER DISTRICT AND
ANOTHER ONE<FQURTH WERE LISTED AS WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN, Téis LAST CATEGORY
COULD INCLUDE FAMILIES WHO MQVED BUT FAILED TO NOTIFY SCHOOL 'AUTHORITIES
FOR TRANSFER OF RECORDS, AS WELL AS DROPOUTS, THE RESIDUAL CATEGGRY
"OTHER" INCLUDES EXEMPTIONS, (FOR HEALTH, EMOTIONAL, PREGNANCY AND FAMILY
HARDSHIP REASONS) EXPULSIONS, (USUALLY FCR SCHOQL ASSAULTS AND VIQLENCE)
AND MISCELLANEQUS OTHER REASQHS, AND AGAIN

INDICATES SUBSTANTIAL

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN VICTIMS AND COMPARISQON SUBJECTS.
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TABLE 9% CURRENT SCHOOL STATUS OF 1976 CASES

. MARCH 1580
ABUSE NEGLECT MOLESTATION
VICTIMS COMPAR,  VICTIMS COMFAR.,  VICTIMS COMPAR.
CURRENTLY ENROLLED 38% 59% a1% 53% 353 56%
GRADUATED < 1% 1% 43 8% 7% 163
TRANSFERRED OUT OF 28% . 2% 21% 15% 3% 10%
DISTRICT ‘
WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN 27% 17% 25% 19% 213 12%
OTHER 7% 23 9% s% 5 6%
101% 101% 100% 100% 100% 100%

(¥=104) (N=102) (N=107) (N=103) (N=¢7) (N=88)

WE HYPOTHESLIZED THAT HIGHER MOBILITY wQULD E&E POSITfVEL! CORRELATED
WITH LOW SES, , AND SUUGHT TO TEST THAT HYPGTHESES. SINCE wELFARE DATA
WAS NOT AVAILABLE ON 1976 SUBJECTS, ANOTHER MEASURE OF SES WaS COUNSTRUCTED
FROM SCHOOL INDICATORS OF SOCIO-ECONGMIC STATUS (FREE AND REDUCED COST
LUNCHES MADE AVAILABLE TQ LOWER SES STUDENTS). TABLE 14 CONFIRMS THE
EARLIER FINOING RELATING SES TO VICTIMIZATION. TwICE AS MANY VICTIMS WERE
CLASSIFIED LOW SES DN.TH& SCHOOL SES VARIABLE, AS COMEARISGN SUBJECTS,
TABLE 14 ALSO SHOWS THE SES DISTRIBUTIONS QF 1976 VICIIMS AND CUMPARISGN
SUBJECTS USING THE SCHOOL SES VARIABLE, AND THE PERCENTAGES «nO HAD LEET
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT ARE SHOWN AS SCHOOL MOBILITY.

TABLE 10: SCHQOL MOBILITY* BY SOCIO=ECONOMIC STATUS
(1970 VICTIMS AND CGMPARLSON SURBJECTS).

LOW SOCIC~ECONOMIC MIDDLE SOClO=ECONOMIC

VICTIMS cQoupe, VICTINS COME,
ABUSE 5% 38% 80% 421
' . (N=46) (N=21) (N=61) (N=81)
NEGLECT . 49% 29% 643 50%
) (N=49) (N=17) (N=61) (N=B6)
MOLESTATION 50% 39% 12% 46%
(§=30) (N=23) (N=67) (N=65)
TOTAL 44% 6% 712% 46%
SUBJECTS (N=125) (N=61) (N=189) (N=232)
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¥ NO LONGER ENROLLED ON SCHOGL ROSTER.

-

ANALYZING MOBILITY BY SES, TABLE 10 SHOWS THAT OVER~ALL, VICTIMS WERE
MORE LIKELY TQ HAVE LEFT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT THAN WERE COMPARISON SUBJECTS,
AND THIS HELD TRUE FOR NEARLY EVERY CATEGORY. (THE EXCEPTION IS LOw SES
ABUSE, BuT EVEN HERE THE MOBILITY RATES ARE SIMILAR,)

HOWEVER, CONTHARY TO QUR INITIAL HIPOTHESIS, MIDDLE SES VICTIMS WERE
MUCH MORE LIKELY TO HAVE LEFT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT (72%) THAN EITHER LOW SES
VICTIMS (44%) OR COMPARISON SUBJECTS OF EITHER CLASS.

IN A SEPARATE PAPER WE WILL EXAMINE THE IMPLICATIONS _OF MOBLLITY
PATTERNS FOR INTERVENTION STRATEGIES.

LONGITUDINAL EQLLOY=UL LOBJECTIIYE 41

THE LONGITUDINAL FOLLOW=-UP DATA anN EARLY VICTIMS AMNC COMPARISONS
PRESENTED HERE ADDRESSES FOUR DEPENDENT VARIABLES:

(A) CRIMINAL ARREST RECORDS

(B) INTERGENERATIOWNIAL VICTIMIZATION,
(CJ'SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT PROBLEMS AND
(0) SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

(A) CRIMINAL ARREST RECORDS




TABLE 11: ARREST RATES OF VICTIMS AND COMPARISCNS CONTROLLED FOR SES

/’

' ) LOw SES MED SES TOTAL
4E TESTED WHETHER VICTIMS ARE MURE LIKELY 10 BE.ARRESTES FOR CRIME OR ? R 354 201 1

DELINQUENCY THAN ARE COMPARISGNS AND INDEED THEY ARE. WE FOLLUWED=UP EARLY ; COMPARTSONS (Nzézz) (h:%§7) 52:319,
VICTIMS FROM THE TIME OF THEIR INVESTIGATION (BETWEEN 1955 aND 1975) 170 | (N=121) (N=198) (N=319)

15807 AND WE FOLLOWED EACH COMPARISON FOR THE SAME LENGTH CF TIME AS HIS '

OR HER RESPECTIVE VICTIM. OF THE 319 VICTIMS, 34% WERE ARRESTED AND OF THE : TABLE 11 SHOWS THAT AMONG LOW SES VICTIMS AND COMPARISUMS THE ARREST
319 CUMPARISONS, 23% WERE ARRESTED, SINCE WE HAVE ALREACY LEARNED THAT RATES ARE NOT SIGNIFICANTLY OIFFERENT, (39% VERSUS 32%). HOAEVER, ANONG
VICTIMS ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE LOW SES THAN COMPARISONS, WE TESTED I0 SEE IF MEDIU SES CASES THE VICTIMS ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE ARRESTED (263%) IHAN ARE
THAT DIFFERENCE MIGHT "ACCOUNT® FOR ThHE DIFFERENCE IN ARPEST RATES. THESE 1 THE COMPARISONS (17%).  THESE FINDINGS CLOSELY FARALLEL THOSE ODISCUSSED
DATA ARE PRESENTED IN TABLE 11. ABOVE, THAT SOCIO=ECONOMIC STATUS IS AN IMPORTANI CUNTRQQ VARIABLE 1IN

ANALYZING CORRELATES OF VICTIMIZATION,

THE ABOVE FIGURES D9 NOT DIFFERENTIATE JUVENILE OELINQUENCY RECORDS
FROM ADULT ARRESTS, NUMBER QF ARREST, AND TYPE UF OFFENSES ALTHOUGH K THAT
DATA HAS BEEN, COLLECTED AND COMPUTERIZED AND AWAITS ANALYSIS, IT IS OQUR
SUBJECTIVE IMPRESSION THAT VICTIMS WERE MORE OFTEN INVCLVED IN REFEAT
ARRESTS FOR MORE SERIQUS CFFENSES,

y ’ (B) INTERGENERATIONAL VICTIMIZATION

WE ALSQ OETERMINED THAT 10 OF THE EARLY VICTIMS WHO WERE NOw ADULTS
HAD BEEN REPORTED AS SUSPECTS IN MORE RECENT CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATLOMS AND
THEIR DEMOGRAFHIC CHARACTERISTICS ARE REPORTED IN TABLE 12, THESE 10
NQW«ADULT SUSPECTS OF VICTIMIZATION CAN BE DESCRIEED AS 80% FEMALE, BETWEEN
- THE AGES OF 18-24, 70% BLACK, AND 70% %O SES (RECEIVING WELFARE WITHIN TIHE
PAST FIVE YEARS)s WE ARE CURRENTLY SEEKING ADDITIONAL INFORYALION ON THESE
10 CASES WHICH WILL UIFFERENTIATE SUSPECTS FROM NON=SUSPECTE CONTROLLING
FOR UEMOGRAPHICS,. NONE OF OUR COMPARISON SURJECIS WERE RFEFCRTED AS AQJLT
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" LONG@TERM FOLLOW=UE

 APBLIED TO

SUSPECTS.,

TABLE 12; DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF EARLY VICTIMS
NOw SUSPECTED VICTIMIZERS.

ADULT SUSPECTS

CURRENT AGE: 1824
SEX: 80% FEMALE
ECONQOMIC STATUS: 70% WELFARE
ETHNICITY: 70% BLACK
AGE AT ORIGINAL
REPORTED
VICTIMIZATION: PRIMARILY 4=§
TYPE QRIGINAL 70% NEGLECT
CRIME
REPORTED:

WE HAD HYPOTHESIZED MORE ADULT SUSFECTS AMONG EARLY VICTINS, HOWEVER

AGE WAS UNDOUBTEDLY A FACTOR AFFECIING OUR INTER-GENERATIONAL REPEAT
VICTIMIZATION ANALYSIS., THE CURRENT DATA FILES INCLUDE MANY EARLY VICTIMS
JUST NOW APPROACHING ADULTHOOD AND WE ARE ARRANGING FOR FURTHER

LONGITUDINAL TRACKING,

'(C) SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT PRGBLEMS

IN ADDITION TO PROBLEMS WITH THE JUSTICE SYSTEM WE CHBECKED THE

SAMPLE FOR PROBLEMS IN SCHOOL, W®E REVIEwED SCHOGL

GUIDANCE FILES FOR 76 EARLY VICTIMS ANO THEIR MATCHED COMPARTSONS CURRENTLY

UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN (GUIDANCE FILES GF STUDENTS UVER {8 ARE

AUTOMATICALLY DESTROYED). TABLE 15 SHOWS THE RESULIS OF CONTENT ANALYSES

THE NARRATIVE INFORMATION RECORDED BY.DISTEICT COUNSELGRS IN

GUIDANCE FILES,
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TABLE 13: PERCENTAGE OF VICTIMS# AND COMPARISONS# #«ITH
VARIOUS PRUBLEMS NOTED 1IN GUIDANCE FILES.

VICTIMS COMPARLSONS
BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS . 21% 9%
EXPULSIONS/SUSPENSIONS 17% 5%
FAMILY PROBLEMS 16% 73
ACADEMIC PROBLEMS 12% 13%
PSYCHOLQOGICAL PROBLEMS 12% 1%
ATTENDANCE PROBLEMS . 113 0%
ASSAULTS/FIGHTINGS 9% 1%
QTHER PRUOBLEMS 9% 7%
NGO PROBLEMS - 15%

N=76 N=76

* N=76 VICTIMS AND 76 COMPARISONS
¥¥ PERCENTAGES ARE NON=ADDITIVE SINCE SEVERAL PRGBLEMS MAY
HAVE BEEN NOTED,

TABLE 17 SHOWS THAT VICTIMS MORE OFTEN HAVE THE PROBLEMS MENTIONED I

GUIDANCE FILES THAN DO COMPARISONS EXCEPT FOR ACADEMIC AND U"QTHER"
PROBLEMS, QLTHDUGH THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VICTIMIZATION AND SCHOdL
PROBLEMS DOES NOT NECESSARILY IMPLY THAT THE LATTER WAS CAUSED B8Y THE
FORMER. FAMILY MILIEU PROBABLY "ACCOUNT FOR" BOTH VICTIMIZATION AND SCHQOGL

PROBLEMS,
IN ADDITION, GUIDANCE FILES MENTIONED CANDIDACY FCR SPECIAL EDUCATION

FOR 28% OF THE VICTIMS AND 14% OF COMPAHISONS. FURTHERMORE, 3LL 28% OF TuE

VICTI®S wERE ACTUALLY PLACED IN REMEDIAL PROGRAMS %HILE ONLY 1% OF THE
COMPARISONS WERE SO PLACED,

(D) SQCIAL AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

BECAUSE ALL OF THE ABOVE DEPENDENT VARIABLES ARE NEGATIVE LNDICATORS;

I..E. REPRESENT SUCIAL DEVIAWCE, wE SOUGHT AODITIGNAL MEASUFKS welCH COULD
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REFLECT NOFMATIVE ADJUSTMENT A4S WELL. IN DOING 80, wE SiRVEYED SCHOCL { QUESTIONS WFRE PHRASED 1IN POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE TERMS

NURSES AND DISTFICI CUUNSELORS KEGARDING THEIR PRCFESSIONAL FERCEFTIONS OF TABLE 15

THE CHILD'S ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL ADJUSTHENT, AS WELL AS FAMILY DYNAMICS,

PLRCENTAGE OF STUDENT PRUBLEMS RATED MODERATE
OR
SERIQUS BY NURSES AND CGUNSELGRS

THIS SURVEY WAS LImMITED TO CHILDREN CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN SCHOQL, NbRSES

" IDENTIFIED AND RATED 237 SUBJECTS FROM IHE 1978 SAMFLE WHO ERE CURRENTLY

ENRQLLED. (98 WERE VICTIMS AND 139 WERE COMEARISONS SUBJECTS, ALTHOUGH PROBLEMS: 3?53?35 co:gzgigous csgggiﬁgns ngggg?ggﬁg
THIS IDEMTIFICATION WAS NOT PROVIDED TO RESPBONDENIS.) SIMILAFLY, COUNSELORS CHRONIC HEALTH a8 ‘g 25s o4
IDENTIFIED AND RATED 166 SUBJECTS STILL ENROLLED. (59 VICTIMS AnD 107 ggggggigcgsnnra gé f; 24 ;
COMPARISON SUBJECTS) TABLE 16 SHOWS THE RESULTS OF THESE RATINGS. ‘ ggggiiﬁlggUCATIOM gg fg 32 ig
ACADEMIC PROBLEMS e ¥ 63 33
 BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS ** ¥ 41 25
: , TABLE 14 o #COUNSELORS DIDN'T DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN EPISODIC AND CHRUNIC "HEALTH.

*¥ NORSES DIDN'T RATE ACADEMIC AND BEHAVIOR PRGBLEMS,

PERCENTAGE QOF STUDENTS RATED AVERAGE OR ABOVE BY NURSES AND CCOUNSELORS
WHILE THE ABOVE ANALYSIS CONSIDERS ITEM RATINGS INDIVIDUALLY, WE ALSO

RATING NURSES  NURSES  COUNSELOR  COUNSELOR
FACTORS: A R icrins comp  Fllesss,  RAIINGS: | CONSTRUCTED A COMPOSITE VARIABLE OF STUDENT SCHOOL ADJUSTHENT 8ASkD ON THE
ACADENIC ACHIEVEMENT 623 763 a5 165 RATING OF ALL ITEMS, BY BOTH NURSES AND counssbdqs. THE COMBQSITE VARIABLE
o rane A I ENT 2;: Se o oes SCHOOL  ADJUSTMENT  INCLUDES NOT ONLY ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT BUT ALSO
HEALIH STATUS 673  86% ' ’ PEER/SQCIAL, PHYSICAL HEALTH AND EMOTIONAL STABILITY. TABLE 156 PRESENTS
¥COUNSELORS DID NOT RATE HEALTH STATUS SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT DATA ON 102 VICTIMS RATED BY EITHER SCHOGL NURSES QR

IABLE 14 SHOWS A GREATER PERCENTAGE OF COMPARISONS THAN VICTIMS «ITH COUNSELORS, AND INDICATES THAT ROUGHLY 21% OF VICTINS  WERE  KATED

POSITIVE RATINGS ON EVERY COUNT, IT IS IMPORTANI TG NOTE THAT CUUNSELORS WELL=ADJUSTED WITH NO FROBLEWS NOTED ON ANY DINENSION. #E dAVE CALLED

. \ . s :
AND NURSES DID NOT KNOW WHICH OF THE SUBJECTS WERE VICTIMS FuC WHICH WERE THESE VICTINS "HIGH ACAIEVERS'. THE SECOND AND THIRD COLuxNS REPRESENT

COMPARISON SUBJECTS THOSE WITH MIXED AND NEGATIVE RATINGS, RESPECIIYELY, 440 REQUIRE SUME

. | INTERPRETATION. THE LARGEST PROPORTION OF VICTIMS, 58%, FELL 1IN THE

CATEGORY OF MIXED RATINGS, ALTHOUGH MANY OF THEM MAY HAVE BEEN RATwD AS

THE SAME STUDENTS WHQ WERE RATED ON POSITIVE SCHOOL QUTCOMES IN TABLE | HAVING SERIOUS PROBLEMS ON ONE OR MORE DIMENSIONS, (WE FEEL THIS CATEGORY
14 WERE ALSO RATED ON PROBLEMS AS SHOWN IN TABLE 15. 50ME OF THESZ | NEEOS REDEFINITION TO MORE PRECISELY IDENTIFY GHICH OF THESE HAVE SEVERAL
DIMENSIANS OVERLAP WITH THE FACTORS ON WHICH FOSITIVE ADJUSTMFNT ARE  SnOWN ' | SERIOUS PROBLEMS). THE FINAL CATEGORY QF LOW ACHIEVEES, 23%, RECEIVED NO
IN TABLE 14, BUT THE RESPONSES ARE CONSISTENT REGARDLESS GF wHE[HER THE OSITIVE RATINGS.
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TABLE 16: COMPOSITE RATINGS OF SCHOOL
ACHIEVEMENT BASED ON SCHOOL RATINGS

HIGH MIXED LOW
ADJUSTMENT RATINGS ADJUSTMENT
21% 58% 22%
(N=21) (N=59) (N=22)

AE BELIEVE THE 21% RATED AS "POSITIVE ACHIEVERS" MERIT FURTHER STUDY

TO IDENTIFY INTERVENING OR MITIGATING FACTORS WHICH MAY HAVE MINIMIZED THE

NEGATIVE IMPACT OF VICTIMIZATION AND/OR THE FAMILY CONTEXT 1IN WHICH IT

OCCURRED, IABLE 17 PRESENTS SOME PRELIMINARY DATA CONTRASTING THESE "HIGH

ACHIEVERS" TO "LOW ACHIEVERS" ON KNOWN DIMENSLONS. TABLE ?7 SHOWS THAT

HIGH ACHIEVERS WERE MORE LIKELY TO BE FEMALE, OLDER AT THE TI#E OF REPORTED

VICTIMIZATION, AND HISPANIC OR ANGLO. THEY WERE LESS LIKELY T0 BE ABUSE

VICTIMS, TO HAVE A PETITION FILED, OR TO HAVE A PRIOR REPGRTED INCIDENT,

CASES, BUT WE

IT APPEARS THAT THE HIGH ACHiEVERS MAY BE THE LESS SERIQUS

ARE CONTINUING OUR ANALYSIS OF SCHOOL/SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT TQ DIFFERENLIALE

THE ﬁESS VULNERABLE, AND TQO COMPARE THEM TQ NON«VICTIMIZED COUNTERPARTS,

THE RESULTS OF THAT ANALYSIS WILL BE INCLUDED IN FUTURE REPORTS.
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TABLE 17: CHARACTERISTICS QF HIGH ACHIEVERS VERSUS LOW ACHIEVERS,

HIGH LCW
ACHIEVERS ACHIEVERS
IL2g Q& NICIIMIZATION
ABUSE 17% 24%
NEGLECT 23 26
MOLESTATIONS 23 13
4GE 4% BEROBIED YICTIIMIZATION
12 AND UNDER 20% 24%
ARBQVE 10 24 16
SEX )
MALE 17% 22%
FEMALE 24 22
BACE
ANGLQ 24% 19% .
BLACK 1€ 30
HISPANIC 30 10
CASE QISBOSITION AT INYESIIGATION:
FILED/NQ INVESTIGATION 33% 6%
INVESTIGATED/CLOSED 21 26
PETITION FILED 9 37
. BRIOR INCIDENTS:
NONE 27% 11%
PRIOR 14 35
A NUMBER OF AUTHORS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE RELATIUNSHIP BETWEEN

SQCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS AND REPORTED VICTIMIZATION MAY BE ARTIFACTUAL, SINCE

LOW SES FAMILIES (PARTICULARLY THGSE RECEIVING WELFARE AID) MAY BE MORE

SUBJECT TO SCRUTINY BY PUBLIC AGENCIES, CONVERSELY, ANY FosM QF DEVIANCE

IN MORE AFFLUENT FAMILIES IS LESS VISIBLE TO PUBLIC AGLNCIES. WHILE

VICTIMIZATION REPORTED TO CFFICIAL AGENCIES MAY REPRESENT ONLY A SMALL

FRACTION OF ACTUAL INCIDENTS, REPORTED INCIDENTS ARE WHAT CQWNSTITUTE TEE

*INTERVENTION CASELOAD OF PUBLIC AGENCIES, AND MERIT STUDY FO& THAT REASON.,

WHILE RECOGNIZING THE LIMITATIONS OF STATISTICS BASED ON  REPOURTED

CASES WE NEVERTHELESS COULD NGQT DENY THE MASSIVE KEVIDENCE LINKING

COOPERATING AGENCIES 10 THE SAME FAMILIES. EARLY I THE PROCESS oF
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COLLECTING DATA FRO#M CASE FILES OQF COCPERATING AGENCIRS, WE FOURMED
SUBJECTIVE IMPRESSIONS THAT MANY OF THE VICTIM FAMILIES IN OUS SAMPLE WERE

KNOWN EXTEMSIVELY TO SEVERAL COOPERATING AGENCIES FOR A VvARIETY OF

PHYSICAL, SOCIAL, FINANCIAL AND EMOTIONAL PROBLMES,

DISCUSSICN: FAMILIES WITH MULTIPLE PROBLEMS

THROUGHGUT THE PRECEDING ANALYSES WE HAVE FREGUENTLY FOUND
SOCIO-ECOMQMIC STATUS Ad IMPORTANT CONTRUOL VARIAELE, WHILE'bECOGNIZING THE
POSSIBLY ARTIFACTUAL NATURE OF DATA RECORCED BY PUBLIC AGENCTES, INCLUDING
THE GREATER VISIBILITY OF FINANCIALLY DEPENDENT FAMILIES, wE ALSO FORMED
SUBJECTIVE iMPRESSIONS GLEANED FROM CASE FILE NARRATIVES, AN EARLIER
REPQRT OBSERVED THAT MANY OF THE VICTIM FAMILIES IN OUR STUDY SAMPLE

APPARENTLY RECEIVED MULTIPLE SERVICES FRCM A VARIETY CF COOPERATING

AGENCIES.

THE BACKGROUND SECTION REPORTED OTHER AUTHORS wHO HaVE FREQUENTLY
NOTED RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SCCIU-ECUNOMIC SIATUS AND VICTIMIZALION,
GIOVANNGNI, PURVINE AND BRCERRA (1979) REPORT THAT "THE EXTFMT OF SOCIAL
DEVIANCE IN THESE FAMILIES (THE VICTIMLZING FAMILIES STUDIED) WAS
JEXTRACROINARILY HIGA“. THEY CONCLUDE THAT: "IN A GOOD €ERUPORTION OF
PROTECTIVE CASES, CHILD, MISTREATMENT DOES NGI OCCUR IN ISCLATTION FROM OTHEF

FORMS OF SOCIAL DEVIANCE",

L4
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AFTER EXAMINING EARLIER LITERATURE BY GEISMAR, POLANSKY, AND ANDERSON AND
SHAEFER ON SOCIALLLY OISORGANIZED FAMILIES, wE DECIDED TO PILOT~TEST IuE
CONCEPT QOF FAMILIES wIIH MULTIPLE SOCIAL PRGBLEMS, 1IN COMNECTION wlTH
TRACING THE ODISPOSITIONS GF 1978 VICTIMIZATION INCIDENTS, TO DETERMINE
CASE QUTCOMES WE READ SOCIAL HISTORIES IN CASE FILES MAINTAINED BY THE
PROBATION DEPARTMENT, THESE RECORD CHECKS WERE.CUNFINED T0 33 CASES IN
WHICH CRIMINAL CHARGES WERE SOUGHT, MOST OF WHICH INVOLVEND MOLESTATION
INCIDENTS,.

THESE FAMILIES HAD A VARIETY OF DIFFICULTIES==0ONE HAD AN AUTISTIC
CHILD, ONE VICTIM WAS BORDERLINE RETARDED, ONE SIBLING WAS ébSPITALIZED FOR
INTENSIVE PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT, ONE MOTHER WAS A SEVERE EPILEPTIC AND ALSO
UNDERGOING PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT, ANOTHER MOTHER ATTEMEPTER SUICIDE, AND
SEVERAL REPORTED BIRTHS OUT OF WEDLOCK.

THE PERPETRATORS THEMSELVES SUFFERED NUMEROUS PROBLEMS==-SEVEN OF THEM
WERE UNEMPLOYED, AND ELEVEN MORE WERE IN SERIOUS FINANCIAL CIFFICULTY (UNE
DUE TO EXCESSIVE GAMBLING)., PREVIOUS CRIMINAL RECCRDS WERE RECORDED FOR 18
OF THE 33, AND 16 WERE DIVORCED OR SEPARATED. FOUR UF THE PESPETRATORS HAD
ATTEMPTED SUICIDE, TWO MORE HAD THREATENED TO DQ S0, AND FIVE OTHERS daAD
SEVERE EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS, MEDICAL DIFFICULTIES PLAGUED 10 OF THE MEN, FCR

EXAMPLE, OQNE HAD AN AMPUTATED LEG, AND ANOTHER HAD A SERIQUS HEART

CONDITION., EIGHT HAD PROBLEMS WITH ORUGS OR ALCGHOL.

WITH REGARD TQ VIOLENCE==16 HAD BEATEN THEIR WIVES AND FOUR HAD
ASSAULTED GIRLFRIENDS AS WELL. ONE OF THE MEN NOT ONLY ASSAULTED HIS wIFE,
BUT ALSQO THREATENED TO KILL HIS MOTHER=IN~LAW AND A FEMALE NRIGHBUR 1F THEY

REPORTED HIS MQLESTATION. CASES SUCH AS THESE WERE RELATIVELY COHMUON AMONG




THE FAMILIES WHOSE FILES WE REVIEWED,

ALTHOUGR OUR PILOT-TES{ CF THE CONCEPT OF MULTI~PROGLEM FAMILIES WAS

LIMITED TO THOSE CASES IN WHICH CRIMINAL CHARGES wERE SOUGHT, THE DAIA ARE

CONSISTENT WITH EARLIER STUDIES OF DISORGANIZED FAMILIES. THE DATA SHOULD

NOT GE INTERPRETED 0 SUGGEST THAT ALL VICTIMIZING FAMILIES HAVE MULTIPLE

PROBLEMS, SINCE wE REVIEWED QNLY THE Mas1I SERIGUS DISPOSITIONS.,

FURTHERMORE, GIOQVANNONI ET AL DISTINGUISHED A MINORITY OF VICTIMIZING

FAMILIES "IN MORE COMFORTABLE CIRCUMSTANCES"., OUR OWN DATA INDICATE THAT

ONE=QUARTER OF QUR STUDY FAMILIES HAD NOT RECEIVED WELFARE AID.

-

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOCIO=~ECONOMIC STATUS, FAMILY

SOCIAL DEVIANCE AND SOCIAL STRESS ASSCCIATED WITH CHILD VICTIMIZATION ARE
COMPLEX AND INTERRELATED AND WILL BE DISCUSSED FURTHER IN FUTURE REPORTS.

SUMMARY: CONCULUSIONS:

SUMMARIZING THE MAJOR FINDINGS REPORTED ABGQVE, WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED
THAT: -

(1) VICTIMIZED CHILDREN FREQUENTLY MAKE PGOF SOCIAL ARJUSTMENTS IN
SCHOOL, COMPARED TO THEIR NONeVICTIMIZED COQUNIERPARIS,

(2) VICTIMS OF CGHILD MALTREATMENT ARE MORE LIKELY TO  ACQUIRE

DELINQUENT AND CRIMINAL RECORDS THAN THEIR NONeVICTIMIZED COUNTERPARTS, BUT
THIS RELATIONSHIP DIMINISHES wHEN SOCIU~ECONOMIC STIATUS LS COMTROLLED,

(3) SQCLO-ECONOMIC STATUS IS AN IMPORTANT CONTROL VARILABLE LN
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UNDERSTANDING' FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH CHILD VICTIMIZATION, WwHILE 73% QOF

VICTIM FAMILIES 4ERE OF MARGINAL ECONOMIC STATUE, THE REMAINING 27% WERE
‘FINANCIALLY INDEPENDENT AT THE TIME OF THE STUDY.
(4) PILUT DATA DERIVED FROM SOCIAL HISIGRY NARRATIVES ON 33 CASES

RECEIVING THE MOST SERIQUS DISPOSITIONS, SHOW THAT THESE FAMILIES SUFFERED
A VARIETY QF SOCIAL, PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL AND FAMILY OIFFICULTIES, THE

CONCEPT OF SOCIALLY DISORGANIZED, MULTI=PRGBLEM FAAILIES IS AN APPROPRIATE

DESIGNATION FOR THIS SUBSET. HOWEVER, THE MORE SERIOUS DISPQSITIGN COULD
HAVE RESULTED FROM A LONG HISTORY OF CHRONIC PROELE¥S,
(5) SOME POSITIVE ACHIEVING VICTIMS SHOWED wG INDICATIONS OF NEGATIVE

SOCIAL ADJUSTHMENT OR IMPAI&ED ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, DESPITE THE REPORTED
VICTIMIZATION,

(6) VICTIM FAMILIES HAD A HIGH FATE OF RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY, AS

EVIPENCED BY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT RECOROS.
WE INTERPKET THESE DATA TO MEAN THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE APPARENT ASSOCIATION BETWAEEN SOCIN=ECQuCMIC SIATUS,

VICTIMIZATION AnD REPETITION OF VICTIMIZATION ERCEBABLY REFLECTS ThHE ENTIRE

JFAMILY SOCIAL CONTEXT AND SOURCES OF ADDITICONAL SOCIAL STRESS, INADEQUATE

ECONOMIC RESQURCES,

L

DISRUPTED HOUSEHOLDS ARE FREQUENTLY CITED IN THE LITERATURE AS

FAMILY INSTABILITY AND CONFLICT, SINGLE<PARENT AND

SQURCES 0F

SQCIAL STRESS LINKED TO CHILD VICTIMIZATION. IT {S NOT SES 30 MUCH AS THE

ENTIRE FAMILY DISORGAWIZATION, OF WHICH MARGTNAL ECONOMIC STATUS MAY BE

ONLY QNE FACTOR, WHICH SHQULD RE THE FOCUS OF ATTENTION.
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(2) THE LONG-TERM NEGAIIVE CORRELATES OF VICTIMIZATICON 1IDENTLIFIED IN

THIS STUDY CAN BEST BE UNDERSTCOD AS PRODUCIS OF THE ENTLRE FAMILY

DISORGANIZATION, NOT JUST AS CONSEQUENCES OF THE VICTIMIZATIOCN INCIDENTS,

PER SE,

(3) IT FOLLOWS LOGICALLY, THAT SERVICE PKRCGRAMS AIMED NARROWLY AT

PARENTAL VICTIMIZING BEHAVIGR WOQULD BE EXPECTED I0 Bk LESS SUCCESSFUL IN
REDUCING VICTIMIZATION ANO ITS NEGATIVE 'CORRELATES, THAN INTERVENTION
STRATEGIES WHICH CONSIDER THE ENTIRE FAMILY MILIEU AND THE SITUATIOQWAL

CONTEXT IN WHICH CHILD MALTREATMENT OCCURS,

(4) LITERATURE ON SOCIALLY DISCGRGANIZED FAMILIES ~ITH CHRONIC,

MULTIPLE PROBLEMS PROVIDES LITTLE . REASON FOR OPTIMISM IN ACHLEVING

ADDITIONAL SUPFURT SERVICES

SHORT-TERM CHANGE IN SUCH FAMILIES, RATHER,

AIMED AT THE VULMERABLE CHILDREN LN SUCH FAMILIES MAY BE ESSENTIAL TO

ASSU@E POSITIVE SOCIAL ADJUSTMENTS, WHILE CONTINUING LONG~TE®w INIERVENTIGN

STRATEGIES AIMED AT STRENGTHENING THE FAMILY UNIT AND/OR ENHANCILING

PARENTING SKILLS.

WE BELIEVE IHAT SCHOOL=BASED SETTLNGS MAY FRCVIDE THE "wNST APPROPRIATE

AND LEAST STIGMATIZING INSTITUTION FOR SUPPORTIVE SERVICES TO0 VULNERABLE

(CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES, SUCH SERVICES SHCULD UTILLZE TINTER~AGENCY

COOPERATION AND MULII-DISCIPLINARY PROFESSIONALS, AND BE PWQUVIDED 1N THE

CONTEXT OF SERVICES APPROPRIATE FOR ALL PARENTS AND CHILDREN IN ENHANCING

POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT, FRATHER THAN IDENIIFIED "PROBLEM"™ CnILDREN AnD

PARENTS. THIS RECOMMENDATION HAS BEEN FURTHER ELAECRATEL IN OTHER REPOQRTS.
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(5) THE EVIDENCE THAT SOME POSITIVE ACHIEVING VICTINKS SURVIVE

VICTIMIZATION AND THE ATTENDANT FAMILY CONTEXT WITH NO RECOHRDED NEGATIVE

CONSEQUENCES SUGGESTS THE PRESENCE,  OF MITIGATING FACTORS, AT LEAST IN SOME

CASES, FURTHER STUDY IS NEEDED TQ DETERMINE FAMILY CONTEXT VARIABLES,

INTERVENTION STRATEGIES AND OTHER CASE VARIABLES WHICH MAY

HAVE INSULATED

THESE CHILOREN FROM NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES,

(6) THE HIGH RATE OF GEQOGRAPHIC MOBILITY AMONG VICTIMIZING FAMILIES

SUGGESTS THE NEED FOR TRACKING FROM PREVIOUS GEOQGRAFHIC LOCATION TO NEW

RESIDENCE. RATES OF REPEAT VICTIMIZATION ARE KNOWN To 8E SERICUS

UNDERESTIMATES, DUE TO INADEQUATE IDENTIFICATIGN AND REFOHTING, BUT THESE

DIFFICULTIES ARE FURTHER CUOMPQUNDED BY HIGH GEOGRAPHIC MOBILYTY,

IN CONCLUSION, WE ARE GRATEFUL TO NCCAN AND COOPERATING AGENCIES FQOR

THE OPPORTUNITY TO dAVE CONOUCTED TH1S STUDY. WE HOPE THal [HE FINDINGS

PRESENTED WILL CONTRIBUTE 1TQ HE CEVELGPMENT oF MORE SUCCESSFUL

INTERVENTION STRATEGIES AND WILL STIMULATE OTHER RESEARCHE&S TO CONTINUE

SEEKING ANSWERS TO CBADLENGINQ QUESTIONS. WE WILL CONTINUE TU RwPORT Q¥
FURTHER ANALYSIS OF THE ABOQVE DATA 1N FUTURE PAPERS.
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