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; MYTH # 1
ABSTRACT g ; The juvenile arrest rate in Florida is up.
natioggvﬁgi1ﬁo%rggséeglgzogggrgazzr}guihgr?glims;CeS1§ggg: ;ggrlgsthe ; { The rate of juvenile arrests in Florida per 1000 population at risk

crimes committed by adults have shown an increase. has decreased. . (see Chart A)

R —

Despite the encouraging statistics the presant perception held ; DISCUSSION
by the public and the media is that there has been a dramatic and . 3 —_—
disportionate increase in arrests for serious and violent crime attri-

butable to juveniles. The number of arrests per 1000 population at risk (public and private

school enrollment grades 4-12, ages 10-17) has declined since 1979

. . . and is also significantly lower than for 1975. In 1975 j i
This. report presents seven years of juvenile arrest data and 3 er i /5. - In » 82.7 juveniles
dispels the common myth that Florida is in the grip of a massive : x:x: :::::Egg :g: $g85y"lg??dr§21;grﬁ?sﬁf risk®. In 1981, 69.9 juveniles

juvenile crime wave.

The population at risk has declined since 1975, The juvenil ;
in 1981 was 6.9% lower than for 1975 Juventle population
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1981
1980
1979
1978
1977
1976

1975

Prepared by: DHRS-PDCYFD
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CHART A

Trends in the Juvenile Population and Juvenile Arrests

Population

at Risk

1,194,763
1,178,628
1,177,273
1,198,286
1,215,416
1,224,705

1,283,574

Arrests (ages 0-17)

Arrests Per 1000
(ages 0-17) Population at:Risk
83,537 69.9
95,239 80.8
100,738 85.6
97,433 81.3
89,666 73.8
94,293 77.0
106,214 ?2.7

"Population at Risk" indicates public and private school enrollment, grades

4-12 (ages 10-17)

Seventeen year olds were not counted as juveniles prior to 1974
Arrest data obtained from Florida Department of Law Enforcement Annual Report
During 1975 status offenses were decriminalized. A significant decline

in arrests the. following year is most likely attributed to the law change.
Summary: The 1981 population at risk was 6.9% lower than for 1975, while

the number of juvenile arrests has decreased 21.4% since 1975.

8, 1982




MYTH # 2

The number of juvenile arrests is increasing.

FACT

The number of juvenile arrests has declined from 106,214 1in 1975
to 83,537 in 1981. In fact since 1975, the number of Juvenile
arrests has decreased 21.4%. (see Chart B and D)

Comparatively, the number of adult arrests have increased from
322,688 in 1975 to 379,917 in 1981, a increase of 17.7%. (see
Chart C)
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Number of Arrests and Percent Changes for Juveniles

CHART B

1975-1981

Percent Percent Peroent | . Percent Paroznt| Percent

Change Change Change Change Change Change
OFFESES 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1976/75 1977/76 1978/77 1979/78 1980/791 1981/80
Murgar 43 55 51 59 62 70 76 +27.9 -7.3 +15.7 +5.1 +19.4 + 8.6
Manslaughter 22 7 8 4 10 11 14 ~68.2 +14.3 ~50.0 +150.0 +10.0 +27.3
Forcible Rape 200 201 219 254 285 303 263 +0,5 +9.0 +16.0 +12.2 +6.4 ~13.2
Robbery 1817 1384 1207 1568 1915 2131 2113 ~23.8 ~12.8 +29.9 +22.2 +11.3 - 0.8
Aggravated Assault 3198 2920 2443 3305 3493 3601 3123 -8.7 -16.3 +35.3 +5.7 +3.1 ~13.3
Breaking & Entering-Burglary | 18124 13143 12660 15445 16003 16503 14578 ~18.5 ~3.7 -22.0 +3.5 +3.5 ~11.7
Larceny 25196 23635 21688 25320 28554 26090 23138 -6.2, -8.2 +16.7 +4.7 -1.8 -11.3
Motor Vehicle Theft 2757 1934 1960 2701 2941 3080 2280 -29.9 +1.3 +37.8 +8.9 +3.1 -26.0
Subtotal for Part I Offenses| 49357 43279 40236 48656 51263 51799 45585 ~12.3 -7.0 +20.9 +5.4 +1.1 -12.0
Total for Part ITI Offenses 56857 51014 49430 48777 49475 43440 37952 -10.3 -3.1 -1.3 +1.4 -12.2 ~12.6
Total for Florida 106214 94293 896456 97433 | 100738 95239 83537 ~11,2 -4.9 +8.7 +3.4 ~-5.5 -12.3

Source: FOCLE Annual Reports (1975-1981)

Prepared by: DHRS-PDCYFD
July, 1982
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CHART C
Rurber of Arrests and Percent Changes for Adults
‘ 1975-1981
Percent Percant Percent | .Percent Percent Parcent

- Change Change Change Change Change Change
OFFENSES 1975 1976 1977 1978" 1979] 1980 | 1980 1976/75 1977/76 1978/77 -1 1979/78 1980/79 1981/80
Murdar 907 732 680 720 782 973 1106 -19.3 ~7.1 +5.9 +8.6 +24.4 +13.7
Manslawhter 128 137 119 108 170 219 231 +7.0 -13.1 -9.2 +57.4 +28.8 + 5.5
Forcible Rape 934 910 899 966 1212 1318 1285 -2.6 -1.2 +7.5 +25.5 +8.7 - 2.5
fbbbery 4462 3657 3555 3903 4812 5700 6410 -18.0 -2.8 +9.8 +23.3 +18.5 +12.5
Aggravated Assault 10477 | 11223 | 11774 | 13868 | 15244 | 16805 | 17881 +7.1 +4.9 +17.8 +9.9 +10.2 + 6.4
Dreaking & Entering-Burglary | 12107 | 11572 | 11440 | 12681 | 15146 | 18290 18751 ~-4.4 -1.1 +10.8 +19.4 420.8 + 2.5
Larceny 34440 | 32538 | 31097 | 30902 | 24704 | 40637 44553 -5.5 ~-4.4 -0.6 +12.3 +17.1 + 9.6
Motor Vehicle Theft 2497 1713 1540 2283 2546 2807 3316 -21.4 -10.1 +48.2 +11.5 +10.3 +18.1
Sibtotal for Part I Offenses | 69952 62482 61104 . 65431 74616 86749 93533 -5.3 -2.2 +7.1 +14.0 +16.3 + 7.8
Total for Part IT Offenses | 256736 | 247676 | 213468 | 215363 | 223041 | 253234 | 286384 -3.5 -13.8 +0.9 +3.6 +13.5 +13.1
Total for Florida 322688 | 310158 | 274572 | 260794 | 297657 | 339983 | 379917 -3.9 -11.5 +2.3 6.0 +14.2 +11.7
Source; FDCLE 2nnual Report (1975-1981)
Prepared by: DHRS-PDCYFD
July, 1982
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CHART D

COMPARISON OF ADULT AND JUVENILE ARRESTS

NUMBER OF ARRESTS

400000
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MYTH # 3

Juvenile arrests account for a large and growing proportion of
total arrests.

FACT

Juvenile arrests account for a decreasing proportion of total arrests.

(see Chart B, C, D and E)

DISCUSSION

In 1975, juveniles represented 24.8% of all arrests in Florida. 1In
1981, 18.0% of all those arrested were juveniles.

This is contrary to the present public perception that juveniles are
responsible for the vast majority of arrests. ’
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MYTH #4

There is a disportionate and dramatic increase in serious and violent
crime committed by juveniles.

FACT

The number of juveniles arrested for Part I offenses (considered most
serious, but not necessarily violent) began to rise in 1978, but has
since declined in 19817, (see Chart F)

The proportion of all Juvenile arrests for Part I offenses has gradually
increased since 1975. Whereas the actual number of arrests for serious
offenses decreased by over 4000 arrests. The proportion of all adult
arrests for Part T offenses has also increased since 1975. Unlike juve-
niles, however, the increase in the proportion of Part I arrests for

adults was the result of an increase of 28,000 arrests. In 1975 46.5% of
juvenile arrests were Part I offenses whereas 20.4% of adult arrests

were for Part I offenses. In 1981, this percentage increased to 54. 6%
for juveniles and to 24.6Y for adults. (see Chart F, G and H)

The proportion of Part I arrests attributed to juveniles varies con-
siderably among offenses. (see Chart I-1 through I-7) For example,
in 1981 juveniles accounted for 43.7% of all arrests for burglary but
for only 6.4% of al] arrests for murder and manslauahter,

-10-
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CHART F
JUVENILE ARRESTS BY OFFENSE TYPE
NUMBER OF ARRESTS
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i CHART G

ADULT ARRESTS BY OFFENSE TYPE
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CHART H

ADULT AND JUVENILE ARRESTS BY OFFENSE

PART I AND PART II
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CHART I-1

ARRESTS FOR MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER
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CHART I-2

ARRESTS FOR RAPE
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CHART I-3

ARRESTS FOR ROBBERY
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JUVENTLES
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ARRESTS FOR BREAKING AND ENTERING
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CHART I-6

ARRESTS FOR LARCENY
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CHART I-7

ARRESTS FOR MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

ADULT AND JUVENILE COMPARISON
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MYTH #5

The volume of juvenile arrests accurately reflect the number of reported
crimes committed by juveniles.

FACT

Arrests tend to over represent the amount of reported crime committed by
Jjuveniles.

DISCUSSION

Forty-four percent of the arrests recorded for burglary in 1981 involved

a juvenile. Is it reasonable to assume that 44% of all burglaries are
committed by juveniles?

The Florida Department of Law Enforcements records, for each Part I
offense, the percent of reported offenses in each category that were
designated as cleared. Operationally, law enforcement agencies record

a crime as cleared when they believe they know who the offender is.

.Some clearances occur without an arrest and include cases where witnesses
or victims deciine to testify, the offender is being prosecuted by another
jurisdiction, the offender admits to a number of crimes but is not arrested
for each separate crime, or the offender is unavailable. Consequently for
many of the crime categories, there are more clearances than arrests.

(see Chart J)

One immediately noticable feature of the arrest/clearance comparison is
that there are more arrests than clearances for murder and robbery. A
possible explanation may be that a group of offenders act together to
commit a single offense; hence, two or more arrests may clear only one
reported offense. Intuitively, this explanation seems more plausible
for robbery than for murder. The relatively low ratios of arrests to
clearances for rape and aggravated assault may be the result of the
difficulty in getting victims to follow through with prosecutions.

Although Chart J is based on 1981 data only, previous years also show
simular arrest/clearance ratios with more murder and robbery arrests

being recorded than clearances and with comparatively low ratios for

rape and aggravated assault.

-21-

DISCUSSION (cont.)

The purpose of this discussion has been to i
r provide background for an
analysis of arrest and c]earancg comparisons for juveni?es. Chart K

As shown, there is only one instance in which there were more

: ' C
than arrests (i.e., the rape category for 1978). The overwheimgigrances
p1ctur§ s one of more arrests of juveniles being recorded than clearances
1nvo1v1ng Juveniles being reported. There are a number of possible ex-
planations which may help explain this finding. One possible explanation
rests on recent research which shows that Juveniles typically commit
crimes in groups. A second possible explanation may relate to the inves-
t1gatqry Process and the rules of evidence in juvenile court. It may be
that juveniles are arrested and detained more readily than adults since

juvenile : i a3 . h
%o bai].s are not subject to rigid rules of evidence and are not subject

It is very difficult to know the extent to i i

. ) which these possible ex -
t1on§ account for_the difference in. juvenile arrests ang c1earan§e§?ana
Desp1te Fh1s, it is clear phat arrests, the most frequently cited measure
of juvenile criminal behavior, tends to over represent the amount of

crime committed by juveniles.

~22.
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MYTH # 6

Juvenile crime is rapidly increasing in Florida's major metropolitan
areas.

FACT

Every Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area identified in Florida

except Leon County and Duval County experienced a substantial dec]ine
in the number of juvenile arrests. (see Chart L)

-25=-
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CHART L

Adult and Juvenile Arrests

in Florida SMSA Counties

This data was compiled using the FDLE Crime in Florida Annual
Reports, Vols. 1975-1981.

The definition of a Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA)
is either a city with at least 50,000 inhabitants or a city and county
having a combined population of

at least 75,000 with a population
density of at least 1,000 persons per square mile.
uses data from 1975 to 198

Since this report
1, the SMSA counties identified are those
that met the definition in 1975.
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Alachua

% Change % Change

Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-13981 - +78.8% - -10.9%
1981 84.9%(4,761) + 9.1% 15.1%(847) -31.7%
1980 79.9%(4,365) +27.6% 22.1%(1,241) +33.3%
1979 78.6%(3,420) + 9.7% 21.4%(931) -11.2%
1978 74.8%(3,117) +  .8% 25.2%(1,0438) + 8.9%
1977 76.3%(3,091) + 1.0% 23.7%(962) -10.0%
1976 74.1%(3,059) +14.9% 25.9%(1,069) +12.4%

1975 73.7%(2,663) - 26.3%(951) -
Brevard

% Change % Change

Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-1981 - -15.9% - -25.6%
1981 70.7%(5,318) +11.0% 29.3%(2,203) - 5.2%
1980 67.3%(4,789) - 4.8% 32.7%(2,326) -14.5%
1979 64.9%(5,028) - 3.3% 35.1%(2,721) + 7.3%
1978 67.2%(5,200) +20.1% 32.8%(2,536) +28.1%
1977 68.6%(4,331) -14.7% 31.4%(1,980) - 9.2%
1976 70.0%(5,077) -19.7% 30.0%(2,180) ~-26.5%

1975 68.1%(6,324) - 31.9%(2,964) -
-26a-
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Broward

% Change % Change

Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-1981 - +50.9% - - .5%
1981 80.7%(42,143) +20.8% 19.3%(10,049) -13.1%
1980 75.1%(34,888) +30.5% 24.9%(11,560) - 8.4%
1979 68.0%(26,739). + 9.8% 32.0%(12,585) +12.2%
1978 68.5%(24,342) + 4.1% 31.5%(11,215) + 6.5%
1977 70.0%(23,389) -18.0% 30.0%(10,526) + 3.3%
1976 73.7%(28,540) + 2.2% 26.3%(10,192) + .9%

1975 73.4%(27,927) - 26.6%(10,098) -
Dade

, % Change % Change

Adult Adult Juyenile Juvenile
1975-1981 - + 3.8% - -36.9%
1981 80.2%(62,496) +28.8% 19.8%(15,405) -13.3%
1980 73.2%(48,525) + 7.7% 26.8%(1l7,759) -12.7%
1979 68.9%(45,051) =~ 3.0% 31.1%2(20,349) +16.9%
1978 72.7%(46,436) -10.7% 27.3%(1l7,403) +50.0%
1977 81.8%(52,000) - 9.8% 18.2%(11,600) =-32.3%
1976 77.1%(57,641) =~ 4.3% 22.9%(17,146) =29.7%

1975 71.2%(60,214) - -

-26b-
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Duval

% Change
Adult : ggi?ge Juvenile Ju%eni%e
1975-1981 - + 4.1% - +65.4%
1981 84.1%(30,046) + .3% 15.9%(5,687) -19.3%
1980 81.0%(29,955) 9.8% 19.0%(7,049) - 9.6%
| 1979 77.8%(27,288) * 7.9% 22.2%(7,796) + .3%
1978 76.5%(25,296) - 3% 23.5%(7,771) - 7.2%
1977 75.2%(25,.370) -15.5% 24.8%(8,375) + 55.8%
1976 84.8%(30,024) + 4.0% 15.2%{5,376) + 56.4%
1975 89.4%(28,858) - 10.6%(3,438) -
Escambia
% Change % Change
Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-1981 - +16.7% - -42.2%
1981 86.4%(11,213) + 5.5% 13.6%(1,764) -17.9%
1980 83.2%(10,628) +12.1% 16.8%(2,149) - 2.2%
1979 81.2%(9,483) + 1.4% 18.8%(2,197) + 4.3%
1978 81.6%(9,356) + 2.4% 18.4%(2,107) - 1.1%
1977 81.1%(9,140) + 3.5% 18.9%(2,130) - 4.2%
1976 79.9%(8,834) - 8.1% 20.1%(2,223) - 27.1%
1975 _75.9%(9,608) - 24.1%(3,050) -
-26cC=
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Hillsboxough

% Change % Change

Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-1981 - + .43 - - 5.2%
1981 74.9%(22,134) ‘+ .5% 25.1%(7,419) -11.4%
1980 72.5%(22,027) +22.0% 27.5%(8,372) + 2.3%
1979 68;8%(18,053) + 5.7% 31.2%(8,186) - 7.9%
1978 65.8%(17,073) - 6.2% 34.2%(8,888) - 5.4%
1977 65.9%(18,194) - 1.1% 34.1%(9,394) +16.6%
1976 69.5%(18,397) -16.5% 31.5%(8,060) + 3.0%

1975 73.8%(22,038) - 26.2%(7,824) -
i Lee

% Change % Change

Adult A@ult Juvenile Juvenile
1875-1981 - +23.4% - -36.1%
1981 87.1%(8,782) +10.9% 12.9%(1,304) -21.8%
1980 82.6%(7,916) - 2.9% 17.4%(1,667) -22.9%
1979 79.0%(8,151) +11.1% 21.0%(2,163) +14.5%
1978 79.5%(7,337) + 1.5% 20.5%(1,889) + 2.1%
1977 79.6%(7,228) +18.1% 20.4%(1,850) - 6.7%
1976 75.5%(6,123) -13.9% 24.5%(1,982) - 2.9%

1975 77.7%(7,115) - 22.3%(2,042) -
-26d-



Leon

% Change % Change

Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-19681 - +32.6% - +26.3%
1981 80.7%(4,413) + 7.2% 19.3%(1,053) - 5.9%
1980, 78.6%(4,116) + 4.2% 21.4%(1,119) + 1.2%
1979 78.1%(3,952) + 7.1% 21.9%(1,106) -10.2%
1978 75.0%(3,690) + 4.7% 25.0%(1,231) + 7%
1977 74.3%(3,525) +12.2% 25.7%(1,222) +24.9%
1976  76.3%(3,143) - 5.6% 23.7%( 978)  +17.3%

1975  80.0%(3,328) - 20.0%( 834) -
Orange
% Change % Change
Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile

1975-1981 - +23.9% - -52.9%

1981 83.0%(17,507) + 6.2% 17.0%(3,584) + 1.6%

1980 82.4%(16,484) +18.9%  17.6%(3,527) - 3.2%

1979 79.2%(13,866) + 8.1% 20.8%(3,642) -21.0%

1978 73.6%(12,828) +11.9% 26.4%(4,612) -11.3%

1877 68.8%(11,466) -28.9% 31.2%(5,199) -30.0%

1976 68.5%(16,133) +14.2% 31.5%(7,429) - 2.3%
- 35.0%(7,605) -

.0 1975

65.0%(14,127)

~-26e-
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% Change % Change

Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
' 1975-1981 - +29.8% - ~16.4%
1981 80.3%(28,343) +16.5% 19.7%(6,960) - 5.4%
1980 76.8%(24,328) +27.0% 23.2%(7,356) + 2.2%

; 1979 72.7%(19,160) +15.2% 27.3%(7,198) - 3.3%

i 1978 69.1%(16,636) + 9.6% 30.9%(7,442) +16.7%

' 1977 70.4%(15,185) -21.1% 29.6%(6,376) - 3.2%

19786 74.5%(19,235) -11.9% 25.5%(6,585) -20.9%
l975. 72.4%(21,844) - 27.6%(8,324) -
Pinellas
% Change % Change
A Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-1981 - +19.1% - ~-36.9%
l981 75.4%(21,397) +12.5% 24.6%(6,986) -18.1%
1980 69.0%(19,017) + 2.4% 31.0%(8,532) ~-10.4%
1979 66.1%(18,567) +14.6% 33.9%(9,526) - .9%
1978 62.8%(16,209) +24.3% 37.2%(9,612) - 3.2%

: 1977 56.8%(13,041) - 9.9% 43.2%(9,928) + 1.1%
ﬁ 1976 59.6%(14,478) -19.4% 40.4%(9,820) -11.4%
§ 1975  61.9%(17,968) - 38.1%(11,078) -

.
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Poik
% Change % Change
Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-1981 ‘ - - 2.2% - -43.6%
1981 85.1%(10,956) + .6% 14.9%(1,913) .0%
1980 85.1%(10,888) +17.1% 14.9%(1,913) - 5.5%
1979 82.1%(9,295) + 2.5% 17.9%(2,024) + 9.9%
1978 83.0%(8,982) + 7.2% 17.0%(1,842) +12.9%
1977 83.7%(8,376) -19.3% 16.3%(1,631) -48.0%
1976 76.8%(10,381) - 7.3% 23.2%(3,136) - 7.5%
1975 76.8%(11,203) - 23.2%(3,389) -
Satasota
% Change % Change
Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
1975-1981 - +92.9% - -40.1%
1981 88.2%(10,045) +10.3% 11.8%(1,346) -21.9%
1980 84.1%(9,106) +42.3% 15.9%(1,724) - 9.6%
1979 77.0%(6,398) +24.0% 23.0%(1,907) + 3.2%
1978 73.6%(5,161) +11.5% 26.4%(1,847) + 2.4%
1977 71.9%(4,627) - 6.5% 28.1%(1,804) +10.7%
1976 75.2%(4,951) - 4.9% 24.8%(1,630) -27.5%
1975 70.3%(5,207) - 29.7%(2,248) -
-26g-
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L Volusia
. % Change % Change
il Adult Adult Juvenile Juvenile
L 1975-1981 - + 8.5% - -33.08
1981 87.9%(16.081) - 9.0% 12.3%(2,217) =- 9.7%
1980 87.8%(17,675) + 8.3% 12.2%(2,456) -+ 6.6%
1979 87.6%(16,314) +16.2% 12.4%(2,303) + 5.2%
1978 86.5%(14,037) + 1.5% 13.5%(2,190) + 1.9%
1977 86.5%(13,831) -12.5% 13.5%(2,150) -25.1%
/ 1976 84.6%(15,809) + 6.7% 15.4%(2,870) -13.2%
| 1975 81.8% (14,819) - 18.23%(3,307) -
Statewide
% Chanage Change
Adult Adul . Juvenile Juvenile
i  1975-1981 - +17.7% - —21.4%
: 1981  (379,917) +13.8% (83,537)  -12.3%
i 1980 "(333,983) -~ +1l4:2%  (95,23%) = - 5.5%
E 1979  (297,657) + 6.0% (100,738) + 3.4%
: 1978  (280,794) + 2.3% (97,433) + 8.7%
i 1977 (274,572) -11.5% (89,666) - 4.9%
: 1976  (310,158) - 3.9% (94,293)  -11.2%
5 1975  (322,688) - (106,214) -
'
-26h-
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