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'HOMAS A. COUGrlLlN III 

THE STATE OFFICE BUILDING CAMPUS 

ALBANY, N.Y. 12226 

X 
tmr1SUAL INCIDENT REPORT 

TWELVE MONTH SUMl·t~RY 

SEPT&~ER 1979 - AUGUST 1980 

FLO :< ENe E F RUC;-i E ~ 

PART I, NtJMBER OF DICIDENTS The total number of inmate incidents ove:::
the 12 mant.~ period was 1,641 or an average of nearly 137 per month. 
2,266 inmates annually or an average of approximat~ly 189 each ne~t~ 
were involved in unusual incidents. ~us, the :::-atio of i~~ates per 
incident was approximately 1.4 during elis period. Both numbers of 
i~ates involved and numbers of incidents have tended to decline ever 
~~e period, al~~ough individual mon~~s have fluctuated. The mn"ber of 
:'ncident~, during t.-,is period has decreased about 19 percent irem Sep
te~b~r 1979 t."rouqn August 1980 while i~~ates involved has declined 
25.6 percent over t.~e same perioo. 

mmSUAL I:,C:;:)EN'!' PEPORT 

T,'/ELilE MC!'lT:! SL1-l.HARY, SEPT.:::·1BER 1979 - AL'GUS,!, 1980 

NUHBER OF rmt'a,TES INVOL'lED Al-ID N'GMEER OF I!~CIDE:--1TS 

Nu!Ttber 
Inmates Incidents 

::'CT .. ~ 
., .,~~ 

.... 1"-00 1,641 

September 1979 207 147 
Gctober 223 159 
November 2:21 151 
Decel'!IDp.r 215 155 
;;anua:::y 1930 176 137 
February ''''0 .1. 1_ 1:::: 
i'ia.'!:":::.h 132 :'36 
;..pz.-il ' r-_O:J 1:1 
May 2.46 .!......:...::> 

;;~'l.e 2Q3 ' ~, 
-'.-J,!. 

Ju2.y 'Cl~ __ :J , '-'0 
_"""::u 

Au~st 1980 l~d. 12.3 
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____ .-_ INt·fATES 

..a:;. __ INCIL>F.:Il 'l'S 
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\;~IlWUAIJ INCIDEN'I' HlWOH'J' 
III x 1010 li INCII 7 Ie 10INCII,"'; 
I(EU/'f!:L a. !:;;sLn co. ".llt IN "S A 46 1320 

'1'm~r..vE HON'f11 SUHHARY, SEP'j'EHDER 1979 - AUGUS'!' 1980 
NUHDER OF INMA'I'ES ItNOTNEO & NUf.fBER OF' INCIDEN'l'S 

MEA.NS 

INHA'fES 189 

INCIDENTS 137 
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TYPE OF INMATE ACTION BY INCIDENT The most common type o~A~~:~~~ 'a:~~~9,r,;;)N,:'Di 
during the period was contraband (actions involving) which acco\u1ted for 
slightly over one-fourth of ir.mate actions. In second place wert~ assault 
on staff incidents: one-fifth of total inmate actions during th:i.s period. 
The third most frequent inmate actions was assault on inmate(s) which ac
counted for a little over 12, percent while actions invol"ing fire were 
in fourth place - 10.8 percent of total inmate actions. Suicide attempts 
(7.2%) ranked fifth while no other single type of inmate actions repre
sented 5 percent or more of the total. It appears that incidents 
involvinq contraband have decreased slightly durinq the period while 
incidents involving assault on staff have increased slightly; thUS, 
wi,th some exceptions, assault on staff has tended to become as frequent 
as incidents involving cont=aband. Assault on other inmate incidents 
have tended to fall slightly during t."'e period while incidents intlo1',ring 
fire as well as attempted suicide incidents have not dL~inished. 

INM.~TE ASSAULTS Assaul ts on staff av'eraqed about 28 per month ow~r the 
period, with a low of 17 in December 1979 and a high of 43 the following 
mont.". (January 1980). Assaults on staff at the beginning and at the 
end of t."'e twelve month period were close to the monthly average. The 
larger m~~imum security facilities including Attica, Auburn, Clinton, 
ELuira, Great Meadow and Green Haven accounted for 73.0 percent of 
i~~ate assaults on staff. Green Haven, with 79, had the largest number 
of assaults on staff in this gro~p while Elmira (16) had t."'e smallest 
number. The only o~~er facility with over 16 assaults on staff was 
Pil.hki1l (mediu:n security) wi~~ 18. 

Assaults on othsr inmate (s) averaged about 17 per month during '::1':is 
period, wit~ a low of 11 in August 1980 and a high of 24 the preCeding 
mon~'" (July 1980). Assaults on other inmates appear to be declining 
slightly over ,the period. The larger maximum security facilities ac
coun'ted for 67.2 percent of total inmate assaults on other inmates. 
Auburn, wi~'" 34, had the largest number of assaults on ot.~er inmate(s} 
in this group while Elmira (ll) had ~"'e smallest number. No other 
facility had more than 8 assaults on other il~~ates during the period. 

INM..,\TE ASSAULTS BY ETHNIC GROUP OF ASS~ILANT AND VICTIH A total of 154 
inmate assaults on ot.~er inmates ha'Te been tabU"l~ted. Omitted are about 
SO assaults in which the assailant was unknown or not coded as an assail
ant. It appears ~~at in slightly over tr~ee-eighths of ~~e assaults (58 
cases) a black inmate has assaulted another black inmate. In 14.3 per
cent of the assaults a Puerto Rican inmate has assaulted a black inmate 
and in 10.4 percent a Puerto Rican inmate has assaulted another Puerto 
Rican i~~ate. White and black inmates have fought each other in 16.8 
percent of these assaults (26 cases). In half of ~~e 26 cases blacks 
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attac~ed whites and the reverse was true for the remainder. Black 
inmates were involved in 72.1 percent of all assaults (111 cases). 
In 76 out of these 111 assaults, a black inmate was the agqressor 
(68.5%). Puerto Rican inmates were involved in 37.7 percent of 
total assaults (58 cases). In 50 out of these 58 assaults, a Puerto 
Rican inmate was the aggressor (86.2'). White inmates were involved 
in the smallest number of assaults, 53 or 34.3 percent and in only 
28 of these 53 assaults was a white inmate the aggressor (52.8'). 
Thus, in 76 out of 154 total assaults a black inmate was the assailant 
(49.3%) while in 50 assaults a Puerto Rican was the assailant (32.5%) 
~,d in only 28 assaults (18.2%) was the assailant white •. It is 
evident ~~at ~~e~e has been a greater tendency for b~acks to attack 
blacks, and a gra~ter tendency for whites to attack either blacks 
or whites ~~an to attack Puerto Ricans while Puerto Ricans have a 
greater tenda~cy to attack blacks. Both whites and blacks rarely 
assault Puerto Ricans. About 53 percent of the current inmate pop
ulation is black while 27 percent are white and 19 percent are ~~erto 
Rican. 
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'l'WELVE HON'l'I1 Sln1HAIitY, SEP'l'E:HBKfl 1979 - AUGUST 1980 
ASSAUI.'l' ON S'fAPF INCIDENTS & l~SSAULT ON OTHER INMA'l'E (S) INCrmm'rs 
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UNUSUAL INCIDENT REPORT SUMMARY 
SEPTEMBER 1979 - AUGUST 1980 

INMATE ASSAULTS: ETHNIC GROUP OF ASSAI:r..&'fr/VICT!~"I 

Black/Whi te 
8.4% 

Bla~~/Pue~o Rican 
3.3% 

Assailant/Vict~n 

TOTAL 

Black/Black 
Puerto Rican/Black 
Puerto Rican/Puerto 
Black/Wl1i te 
White/Black 
White/White 
Puerto Rican/White 
Black/Puerto Rican 
White/puerto Rican 

50 
I I I I 

Puerto Rican/Black 
14.3% 

I 0 

Black/Black 
37.7% 

10 

White/puerto Rican - 1.9% 

Inmate ;\_ssaults 
Number Percent 

154 100.0 

58 37.7 
22 14.3 

Rican 16 10.4 
13 3.4 
13 8.4 
12 7.8 
12 7.8 

5 3 .. 3 
3 1.9 

35 

./ 

-~----~ ---- - ----- ~--------~ 
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PART II, INMATE PARTICIPATION The first part of this report has dealt 
with the number of unusual incidents which occurred at DOCS facilities 
during the twelve month period, September 1979 thrDugh August 1980. 
The remalning sections deal with the number of inmates who participated 
in these incidents during the corresponding period. 

NUMBER OF INMATES BY MAJOR ACTION TYPE The number of inmates involved 
in unusual incidents is summarized by major action type for the 12 month 
period. The predominant action type has been "aggressive acts" which 
accounted for slightly under one-half (49.8%) of total inmate actions 
during the period. Actions involving pJ:;operty, the second most important 
type of inmate action, accounted for 31.8 percent of inmate actions. 
There appears to be "U'l inv-erse relationship between aggressive acts 
~nd actions against self. At the beginning of the period (Septa~er 1979) 
aggressive acts w~re below the 12 mon~~ average (at 47.1%) while action~ 
involvinq property were above t~e average (at 41.7%). At the end of 
t~e period (August 1980) aggressive acts were close to the 12 mont~ 
average (at 49.4%) while actions involving property were slightly balow 
the average (at 30.5%). 

ONOSUAL INCIDENT REPORT 
TWELVE MONTH SillA.JA..ARY, SEPTEHBER 1979 - AUGUST 1980 

NUMBER OF INHATES BY MAJOR TYPE OF I~UJ.AT:E ACTION 

Maio::: Types of Ac'tion 
Actions Actions 

Aggressive Against Involving 
Month Total Acts Self Pro~erty 

TOTAL !NMATES 2,264 1,127 193 719 

September 1979 206 97 12 86 
October 223 101 23 72 
November 221 134 13 65 
December 214 87 24 83 
January 1980 176 88 17 48 
Februa!""j' 179 97 16 54 
March 182 89 21 55 
April 165 91 6 4S 
May 146 66 23 48 
Jurie 203 100 10 54 
July 195 101 15 59 
August 154 76 13 47 

other 
Actions 

225 

, ~ 
_.1. 

27 
0 
J 

20 
23 
12 
17 
20 

9 
39 
20 
18 
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UNUSUAL INCIDENT REPORT SUMMARy 
SEPTEMBER 1979 - AUGUST 1980 

MAJOR TYPE OF .INMATE ACTION 

I • , 
It· I 

.~ / 35 
/ 

Actions Involvinq 
P:operty - 31.8% Aggressive Acts - 49.8~ 

ot.~er 

AC'i:ions 
9.9~ 

Maior Action ~roe 

TOTAL 

Actions 
Against 

Self 

8.5% 

Actions Against Self 

Actions Involving p:operty 

o 

, 15 

" 

10 

In."tIates 
-,.-:::.:::.::;;:.:;~---:-
Number Percent 

2,264 100.0 

1,127 49.8 

193 8.5 

719 31.8 

Ot.."er Ac'"-ions 225 9.9 \ 

------~~~.===--.,,-"'=""""':::.=""'=="". 
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LOCATION OF INCIDENT The principal location of unusual incidents during 
the twelve month period was the cell or cellblock area where 45.9 percent 
of the inmates who were inv~lved in unusual incidents, participated. The 
second most common location was the special housing' area (10.2%) and the 
third most frequent was the yard (8.2%). The only other specific locations 
which averaged 4 percent or more of inmate actions over this period were 
visiting room (5.4%), mess hall (4.7%) and hospital (4.2%). Seasonal 
factors have some affect on monthly proportions of incidents occurring 
in the yard area (which includes ball park, etc.) versus cellblock area, 
although the cellblock is always the most frequent location. 
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UNUSUAL INCmENT REPORT SUMMARY 
SEPTEMBER 1979 - AUGUST 1980 

LOCATION OF INCmENT 

50 
I ' 
I ' 

Special 
Housinc; 

Area 
10.2' 

E Mess Hall 
/:. 4.7' 

75~------------------~~~ 

Cellblock Area 
45.9~ 

All Other 
13.0% 

Location of Incident 

TOTAL 

Call Block 
Special Housing 
Yard 
Visiting Room 
Mess Hall 
Hospital 
Front Gate 
Shop 
Package Room 
All Other 

0 

Inmates 
Number P~rcent 

2,264 100.0 

1,040 45.9 
230 10.2 
185 8.2 
123 5.4 
107 4.7 

95 4.2 
60 2.7 
47 2.1 
37 1.6 

340 15.0 

-----------------------------------. 

" 

10 
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r UNUSUAl, INCIDEWI.' P-EPOH'l' - TWEr.Nl!: HONTH SUMMARY 
! TYPE OF INHATE ACTION PER INCIDEN'f*, SEPTEt-1BER 19'19 - AUGUST 1980 

Month ___ ".0 __ -

Sept. .lan. I 
I Type of Irunat:e Action Total 1979 Oct. Nov. Dec. 1900 Feh. Mar. Apr. May June .lul y Auqust 

~ 
--- -- -- ----

'roTAL 1,668 150 163 151 156 138 123 137 124 117 138 151. 120 

Accident 49 2 8 2 4 3 4 6 4 3 8 3 2 :) 
Inmate Altercation 77 B 7 12 5 4 5 6 6 7 9 2 6 I! Assault on Staff 333 28 19 34 17 43 31 25 27 21 25 36 27 
Assault on Inmate 201 17 23 16 23 12 13 19 18 13 12 24 11 

~ Contrahand 426 50 43 51 50 24 23 29 31 34 36 28 27 
Inmate Death 37 2 3 4 4 4 2 2 6 1 4 4 1 

f Destruction of Property 17 1 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 3 1 
Disruptive Behavior 38 2 5 6 2 4 2 1 5 4 1 6 I Escape 20 1 2 1 1 3 1 1 2 4 2 2 --' 

--' At: tempteu Escape 10 1 2 1 1 3 2 I 

Fire 180 17 12 8 1.6 15 22 20 12 12 12 22 12 
Self-Inflicted Injury 61 6 10 4 4 4 5 7 4 7 4 1 5 
Sodomy 4 1 1 1 I 
Refusal to FaIlo\-l Instructions 9 1 2 I 1 1 1 I I 
Suicide 3 1 2 
Attempted Suicide 120 6 13 9 17 13 10 13 2 11 6 12 8 

I Theft 9 1 3 1 1 1 2 
Nass Demonstration 4 1 1 1 1 
Other 70 6 II 1 7 6 4 3 5 1 B 8 10 

ij 
t 
r 

U *'fhe total number of incidents in this ta.b1e may pe slightly higher than noted elsewhere because in a 

I 
very small number of incidents more than one type pi inmate action occurs. 
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TarAT, 

Attica - G~n. Coni. 
Clinton - Gen. ConE. 
Ossininq - Gen. Conf. 
Bedford Hills (Female) 
Auburn 
Great ffeadow 
Wallkill 
Green Haven 
Clinton Annex 
Elmira - Gen. Conf. 
Coxsackie 
Arthur Kill 
Ossinjn'l - Reception 
Clinton - Merle Cooper 

UNUSUAL INcrnENT REPORT 
TWELVE 110NTH SUMHAHY, SEPTf~,.mER 1979 - AUGUST 1980 

ASSAUI .. '!' OU STAFF 

Sept. Jan. 
'rotal 1979 Oct. Nov. nec. 1980 Feb. Mar. Apr. ---

333 28 19 34 17 43 31 25 27 

29 6 2 1 7 6 2 
51 2 1 4 5 4 A 4 
11 3 2 1 1 

7 2 1 
23 2 2 1 3 2 1 4 1 
45 5 2 7 3 4 4 3 5 

1 1 
79 3 J 9 3 13 5 5 10 

3 1 
16 3 4 2 1 

2 1 1 
6 2 1 2 1 
2 1 1 
6 2 1 2 

Clinton - Recept./Class. n 2 1 2 
Grea t Headow - 'frans. 4 1 1 1 1 
Hood bourne 1 
Eastern 9 I 2 1 1 2 1 
Queensboro 1 
I~ishk.Ul - r.en. ConE. IB 2 1 6 2 2 
Hid-Oran'le 1. 
Camp Adirondack I 
'faconi.c 2 1 1 
Dm-Illsta te 7 2 1 

. ~ ~~ _. -.-~., .. -

I 
r 

I ! 

i 
May June July Auqust \ 

1.1 
~ 
l\ 

21 .25 36 27 i1 
'\ 

1 1 1 2 
: I 

1 

3 8 10 2 

.1 
1 3 

2 1 1 
I 

3 2' . 2 . q 
6 2 4 

'f I i 
4 5 12 7 ..... / 

2 ~r 
1 3 1 1 

--. 
1 

., 

1 2 
I 

I) 
1 

!\ 1 
1 

\ ,", 

2 3 n 
;1 

'I H 1 
' 1 
, i 

1 1 2 il 

I 
d 
d 
, il 

i' 
f 
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UNUSUAT.. INCIDEN'r REPORT 
THgrNg MOW/'ll SUMf.fARY, SEP'l'EMmm 1979 - AUGUST 1980 

ASSAUI,T ON O'l'HER INHATE 

Sept. .lan. 
'l'ota1 1.979 Oct. Nov. Dec. 1980 Feb. Mar. Ar~. 

'l'(Yl'AL 201 17 23 16 23 12 13 19 18 

Attica - Gen. Conf. 21 1 4 2 cj 2 2 1 
Clinton - Gen. Conf. 24 1 6 4 2 3 2 

Ossinin'l' - Gen. Conf. 4 1 1 
Bedford Hills (Female) 6 1 2 
Auburn 34 3 4 1 4 2 2 4 5 
Great Headow 18 3 3 1 1 1 4 
Hallkill 2 1 1 
Green Haven 27 5 1 3 3 1 4 1 
Clinton Annex 6 1 2 1 1 
Elmi.ra - Gen. Conf. 11 1 2 1 3 
COKsac1de 5 1 1 1 1 
Arthur Kill 3 1 1 1 
Elmira - Recept./Class. 1 1 
Ossininq - Raception 3 2 
Clinton - Recept./C1ass. 8 2 1 1 3 

Great Hcadow - 'l'rans. 3 1. 
Woodbourne 2 1 
Eastern 6 2 1 
Camp Honterey 1 
C":alllp Slimmit 3 2 
Fishkill - (,en. ConF. 7 1 3 
Mid-Oranqe 3 1 1 
Alhion 2 1 
rraconic 1 '-- I 

-"-~ __ ~~=:t:;>Ut;U _ "" I"m_ .. _'~ .... """""<'!,_<_= .... :."""'t>"_ - ~_"'H"._', ___ '_"""·_ .,'"_~_~ 

May ,Tune July August 

13 12 24 11 
, I 

2 2 1 ! 2 3 1 
2 1 

1 1 1 ;1 3 1 4 1 I 1 1 2 1 
,{ 

1 3 3 2 

I 1 
1 2 1 I 

1 -' I w 
I 

1 
1 

2 
1 
2 1 
1 

>1 

1 !\ 
1 1 1 " 

r 
1 , 

1 

j 

~ 
i ! 
I 
I 

-~~'. '''~ """"""""'~~"<'~"""'"'- . 
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UNUSUAL INCIDENT REPORT 

'J'\IJEINE t-IONTII SUHMARY, SEP'I'EM8ER 1979 - AUGUST 1980 
INHA'rE ASSAULTS BYETIINIC GROUP OF ASSAILANT AND VICTIM 1/ 

I) 

Month " ( 
Sept. Jan. 

'I 
Assailant/Victim 'l'ota1 1979 Oct. Nov. Dec. 1980 Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July August 

To'rAL 154 13 15 10 18 8 14 19 10 6 14 18 9 

Black/Black 58 3 4 3 6 5 3 8 4 4 J 9 6 

~ Wh i te/\'lh i te 12 1 2 1 1 3 3 1 1 

~r 
Black/White 13 1 2 1 3 1 1 2 1 1 I ' 

1 

\'lhite/8lack 13 1 3 1 2 3 2 1 

Puerto Rican/P.R. 16 3 2 3 1 1 1 3 2 

Puerto Rican/l'nlite 12 1 2 4 2 1 1 1 

Pucrto Rican/8lack 22 3 1 2 3 2 2 4 3 1 1 

\'Ihite/Puerto Rican 3 1 1 1 

Black/Pucrto Rican 5 1 1. 1 1 1 

11 Only includes cases where ethnic group of both assai1ant(s) and victim(s) are known. 
• 
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Location 

Total 

Cell·Block 
Yard 
Mess Hall 
Special Housing 
Shop 
IIospital 
Inmate Reception 
Kitchen 
Classroom 
Adjustment Office 
Farm 
JI.ssembly Hall 
Recreation Room 
Gymnasium 
Visiting Room 
Package Room 
Front Gate y 
Rear Gate y 
Lobby 1/ 
Other 

UNUSUAL INCIDENT REPORT - TWE:t.VE MONTH SUMMARY 
NUMBER OF INMATES BY LOCATION, SEPTEMBER 1979 - AUGUST 1980 

Month 
Sept. ,Jan. 

Total 1979 Oct. Nov. Dec. 19BO Feb. Mar. ~pr. May 

2,264 206 223 221 214 176 179 1B2 165 146 

1,040 91 92 94 105 B6 112 94 69 57 
105 23 25 50 9 6 6 16 9 
107 U 5 16 17 8 10 11 3 11 
230 19 20 13 12 27 22 24 22 14 
47 3 12 1 4 1 4 B 6 
95 6 12 8 11 13 7 2 B 7 

3 
20 3 2 6 1 3 1 
16 4 1 1 3 1 
29 4 3 1 1 4 2 4 1 

9 1 1 1 1 
6 6 

12 1 2 3 
20 2 2 2 2 2 5 3 

123 23 20 20 9 3 3 5 3 7 
37 4 1 2 5 7 3 2 4 3 
60 N/A N/A N/A 4 2 2 3 7 13 

4 N/A N/A N/A 1 1 1 
21 N/A N/A N/A 3 2 2 1 4 

200 21 29 10 25 16 4 10 14 B 
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