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~ JUDIE DREXLER 
DIRECTOR 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 19720 

THE STATUS OFFENDER PROGRAM 

The following material will serv~ an an overview of the Deinstitutional
ization of Status Offenders Program, and a summary of its impact. Some 
statistical charts demonstrating the program's effectiveness are also 
included. 

If there are any questions about the program or any additional information 
desired, please contact Jerry Dorsman or Michelle Hannah~ at 421-6605 • 
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.... COMPONENTS of the STATUS OFFENDER PROGRAM 
: ,. " .. 

• I .... . '. " , .\. 
'.' •• '. I • •• ," 

/.:::; :~ ~: .• ' . F'~mi {;L~r~': ~~~~~s: ;ff~n~er thli t.
H

·: This units~rves as a~ i~t~ke' 
. '.' . .... .'. . ' . It comprised of :tour' t.:ounst!J.ors, . 
"':"~ :':. ; .. '. point for stc't:.US offerld~rs.:.. . l.~ .' ....... . '. .... . 
.,,,~ ..... : ":" .':. a supervisor, and'a' clerk •. Two coun~elors are located in New' .. :· .' 
.\ :;::.: :':.;;;. Castle. Coun ty, one. each is in Kent and. Sussex ~ ~, . .' ... : .. "':' " :' ' .. : ; 

.. :.:;; ~'.;. ::.; .... DiViSiO~'~~~ SoC~~l" Services ~tatus Offender un·it .... 'T~~~ ~i ~.: .::' .:' " .. t' ... 
':.".:: ~" '. develops placements and assigns children to ,particular ·pl~cemEmts ..... : .. 
· '.' . . It is .. comprised of. six social workers '-::, two in New Castle Coun~y, " '.' 

:. ~.:. " ...... '" one each in~Kent. and' Sussex and one serving both lower ,Ct'unti'es. 

'.~.~.' .. ~.(.;~'.;~.: C~i~d··~~~·~~~·e:··s~~vi~e.·:' COJ~unit; Leg~l Aid .~oc~··~tY·has two majo~ .,.: .... ~~ 
,'; .~.~.:\;.' ...,.:: ..... , ·functions.: ,., to; arrange .for·, the 'release -of statu~··offenders. current": ;:::. 

'.'<:'.::.:':'! '.<:,: :ly in·F~rris/woodshaven··and.to~epresent newly-charged .:stat·us .';: ..... .' 
· "<.\ ~'::"> offenders in FaJllily Court! ... ' ., . . .:.'. '. . .' .... ... 

I ::.~:/.' .... ~'.~' ..... 'Shel t~r" c~;e-.. : . The ~.:Di~·is·i~n· ·of ",~cial :~ei'~ices .··is·:.locati~g 23 ·~~:i~.:r;·····:·<, 
' .... :.::. vate home beds througho,ut .the state.:·to· be' used "in lieu of detention" '.\~'. 
'~:". ·.:·:at Stevenson/Brid'3e Houses e' . Addit.i'onal ·.funds .from . the Delaware' .... ; .. ":.:'; 

:"':.:' Agency .to Reduce Cr.ime wl.ll· be used to operate ·.two ·eight-bed shel- ':.' . :. 
• '. '~ .. '~ '.~"" terfa'cili ties . ...:. 0!le' inwilrnirigton~ ... and :one..:.in .the Kent/Sussex area ....... : .. 

"':'::"'t':' '.~'." .. ' L~ng-te~~ ~~~.~~' ~~s-~e~: ··~·ar~.·· ... :~~~. Div~si'~n' of ~~i~'i' ~e~vic~s is':' 
· \ .. ~' :.,'" : locating several f~ster .homes .which will serve status offenders on 
· :'. " . ,.;.,.. a long term' basis.·' Each home wi.ll··-recei v.e a salary ?lnd board 'p,ay-. .': 
~.: .. , .. ;-"' ....... ~ents. ':Approximat~ly 15 piacements will be made.' '. . :.. .' .'. 
,:' '~':.~ •• ".:~ .... ' ' •• '~".: ••. :' •• '.".", : ....... .!, ..... ; •••.• : '.' ..', • • 

. ',,: ~':'-'6o"" .Diagnostic/EVatuntion Service. Delaware Curative ·workshop·is pt'O- .... 
~ ;.~ .. :.:':-~.::.: :viding .. psychological, medical ... ·and .. sensory/motor :perception~diagno- .' 
· :';\.:~: .. >" " :·sis to.status.:offenders referred·by. __ -other·,;cornponents. . At -:le;ast. . .... , 
". ': ~.:~:'.: .1.50" children ·.year.lywi"Il. be served.~ . :: . . ' '. 

:' .. ~ jl~:~"7:·~·." ~ F'~i~}' ~~S~l·~~·~·~·":·····Fam~·~~· .. ~e~~c~~ . o~ N~rth'e~n ~~ia~~r~,~;. :~eo~'l'~ IS.·. ' 

.: \'.: . ~: ..... .' Pla.ce~ II.' and. Turnabout have. been ?o~tracted .-to .provj;d~:· ·coun~el~ng ... :'. 
· ". '.' .... :. to status offenders :and_ thel.r fam~l~es." . . .. :.: .. . .' " 
.~ .:. l:.~;:>'·o : '.~ ..... :.; ... : .. :; ..... ~. ~ f :. ••• ::-.,\ ' '.- \.' • •••• .'. • .... '.,:~ •• ' .' 

," ~':~:,~ : ... .;.-; . '." / ...... :.: "':': . .: ,'.. .. .:.'::' ~',: .. ' .' ..... 
'. '.. . . .' =.': .. " . . . ,. 
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7-. ~penditures per project 'compor :nt 

Project Administration 
Project Administration 
Division of Social ServiceE 
Family Court 
Legal-Community Legal Aid ~)ciety, Inc. 
Counseling-Family ~erv~ices 

-Turn About CounE:ling Center 
-People's Place JI 

Diagnostic-Delaware Cu~ati\: Workshop . . 

Quarter 

$ 19,177.04 
30,691.81 
21,000 .. 00 
18,566.36 
14,420.42 
3,553.00 
4,000.00 

13,220.00 

$124,628.69 

Yem to Date 

$ 5~ 502.79 
67 .356.81 
6S 486028 
411 890.15 
21 827.17 
12 762 0 00 
13 100.00 
IS 850.00 

$307 775.20 
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NUMBER OF STATIJS OFFENDERS IN PROGRAM SERVICES BY MONTH 

6/76 7/76 8/77 9/76 10/76 11/76 12/76 Totals -
·r. Family Court 40 64 91 7;3 140 95 66 575 

II. CLASI (Community 
Legal Aid 
Socity,. Inc. 

I 
'. 

A. Released 11 1 2 7 7 0 
. 

1 29 ~ 

from Insti-
· tutions 

B • .' Cases .. re-· 0 ·1 5 17 7 19 25 74 
· ferred from . 

Family Crt. 

III~ Diagnosis/ 0 5 14 .10 12 _. 14 '13 68 . 
Evaluation . . 

IV. D/Social Servo 0 0 . 2 9 23 11 12 57 

V. Counseling 2 10 16 8 13 17 25 91 

-

-· : 

-. 
1/77 2/7.7 3/77 4/77 5/77 6/77 Totals 

--

I. Family Court 90 .93 118 126 201 114 741 .. .. . -. 
II Q -CLASI .. .. 

A. Released 3 4 0 1 0 6 14 
from Insti-
tutionsn 

B. Cases 're- 15 19 17 13 13 8 85 
ferred from 
Family Crt. 

III. Diagnosis/ 9 13 13 9 

I 
18 2C 82 

Evaluation· 

D/Social IV. Servo '9 14 14 6 12 3 58 

V. Counseling 13 13 31 18 18 25 118 
a 

....., 
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The following statistics. demonstrate the race and sex 
of status offenders, on whom data has thus fi'l.r been received, 
separated by county: 

Biracial 
Black. 
White 
Hi·spanicl 

Latin 
!'ot.als 

Black 
White 
.Hexican-

American 
Totals 

Biracial 
Black 
White. 

. Totals 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Mal·e 
1 

'36 -
140,. 

1 
177 

Ma.le 

Male· 
9 
.6. 

~ 
·41-;: 

Female 
1 

-42 
110 ..' . 
•• ~:*I 

2 
154 

KENT COUNTY 

Female 

'1·1 
,~-¥ 

-1L 
-47 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Female 
1 
.9 

-,15 .. 
-~~'5 

Totals 
2 

·78 
Z59 

• .. _ of 

.. '. --~. 

2 
331 

Totals 

'1:8 , . 
'6~ -

.J. --. :8,2 

Totals 
1 

.~5 
.,.-50 . 
:'66' 
' .• j 

Removed from institutions. (Ferris = males r- Woodshavenl 
Kruse: females) 

Male Female Tot.als 

Black 3 1·0 1,3 

White ...L 14 ._1-7 _ 

Totals ·6 -:~4 '':30 

These figures represent all data received' as of March 31,' 
1977. (Note: The previous.report showed 9 white males removed 
from -institutions. That figure waS incorrectly recorded.) 
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1974 
June 
July 
August 
sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

Total 

1975 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 

Total. 

-.---.-.. -, -~-. -~___cc_~~~-~~~~--~-__,_----------

F 
0 
0 
1 
3 
3 
0 

--L 

10 

1 
1 
a 
7 
2 
1 

12 

1974-75 Compa.rison statistics for cOIr.mitments 
to Ferris (F) , Woodsha.ven/Kruse (w/K) by month 
since DSO program inception in June, 1975. 
Figures on the left represent the bnse line 
compClrison. 

Pre Program Compn.rison DSO Program Operational 

W/K ·Tota1s 1976 F W/K 
2 2 June 2 1 
3 3 July 0 0 
1 2 Aug. 2 a 
0 3 sept. 0 0 
5 8 Oct. 0 0 
0 0 Nov. 0 0 

~ -L Dec. 0 -1L 

11 21 4 1 

3 4 Jan. 0 a 
0 1 Feb. 2 0 
2 2 Mar. 0 0 
2 9 Apr. 0 1 
2 4 May 1 0 

--1-_ 2. June -iL -1L 

10 22 3 1 

Pre-program average commitments per month--3.31 
Proqram averaqe commitments per month -- .69 

Tot a.! 
3 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 

-iL 

5 

0 
2 
0 
1 
1 
~ 

4 



MONTHLY DETENTION POPULATIONS OF STATUS OFFENDERS 1976-1977 
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1976 

January , 
February 
March 
April ;. _ 
May 
June 

Subtotals: 
· I 

· J J.anuary to June 

II : 
II II . 
: I 
! 
i 
! I ,-
I 

Jlll.y 
August 

.: September-: 
October--: 

'NOVember 
December 

. . 

; SUbtotals: 
f '.~" - '':'_,-=. JUl.Y to December 

[ . " :':-Tota'1:S":.':' 'l~n6 ::',' 
r , 

1977 

Bridge House 

40 
53 

'36 
33 
53 
45 

260 

35 
60 
43 -

"44 
·31 
43 ,", 

: 256 ,~: 

. 516 " 

", , . 
' . .. _,': ... 

, .... : .. ' 

. ", 
,', , -

.. ;. ',. .. , .... 

.' , , , 

.. 
,', 

", 

. ... " 

stevenson 

" , 

23 
25 
23 
20 
25 
20 

J.36 

·15 
25 
J.4 
23 ' . 
21 
13 

.. '111 ':: 
. ' 

. 247 ~ 

. . . .. ~ .. :..- .. .' .. .. .: ..... . 

:,. \' 

' .... -
..... -.... 

. : 

. ..... 
.... '-

, . 
.' 

" 

.. .-.---.. ..- . 
" 

. ' .. ' ... -.,' ... 

'- ' 

.... 
. ' . -. 

.. '. I • :.~ .. : fI', 

" . . , . ~ .. ". 

': .. . ' . 
. , 

' ... ' .. 

, . , 
. , 

....... ' .. '.'" 
" :~. 

' ... ~ .... 

..... . '. 

.' .~ 

17 
, -,' 21 

23 -: 
-" , . 

.. ,. :".;:~ ~ '". '; i .... : ~ '!'- .. !. 
t.-.'. ... ... . 

.:-:~ .. :~~:."',!':~ 
, • '" "':'....:-:' ~ 0' 

....:.;~ ;:;7"'!.:~:.:, 
:..' . .. 

.. ' ". . -' ~ "'., ... 

:, ... ~ ... ~ .. , 
:.~~~.' .... 

• .. • oJ 

13 
,39 

.. '0. • ___ ... _. 

:~ ~'·.··i~?i:~J<·\ '.' 
,w .. :." ~ "-" ';G:~ .. ¥ ... :~ . 

.. , :;~~~~~j[~ ~' "_-:.;c.:..C!..>..~,, - ~ ,.-. •• , 

-. 
" 

House 

., 

" 

Totel 

63 
78 
59 
53 
78 
65 

396 

50 
85 
57 
67 ~ 
52 
56 

,367.~;, . 

'763 

62 
74 ' 
71 

43 
" 94 

" 

." 

"':. 
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Monthl 
Year 

September 
1975 

October 
1975 

November 
1975 . 

Total for 
Period 

September 
1976 

October-
1976 

November _ 
1976 

Total for . 
Period 

AVERAGE LENGTH STATUS: OFFENDERS DETAINED 

BEFORE DSO PROJECT 
Total Number 01 Status 

Offenders Detained 

29 

53 

39 

121 

AFTER DSO PROJECT 

41 

43 

33 

117 

: 

Total Davs 
Detained 

2S7 

424 

'484 

1165 

INITIATED 

305 . 

.. 

'167 

110 

582 -

. 

I 

, 

, 

Average Leng! 
of Detention 

8.9 days 

8.0 days 

12.4 days 

9.6 days 

. 

" -

.7.4 ~ays 

.. 

3.9 days . 

3.3 days. -

S.c· days 

The.above results.show·a significantly lower ayerage length of det~ntion 
dur~ng three months after the 'DSO project was J.nJ.t~;:l'ted ~n the Fam~ly 
Courts. The stay in detention for status offenders has been nearly cut 
in half as compared to a comparable perioQ in 1975. \~ 

. . 

---------------------------

. . 



Another study was made for the quarter April 1- June 30, 1977, 
to determine if the average length of stay at detention had 
been further redu~ed. The following results show a significant 
decrease in the time spent in detention by status offenders. 

Average Length status Offenders Detained 
{Updated from Previous Study)' 

IVlOnthjYear Total # of s. o. · s Total Days Average Length 
detained detained of detention 

April/77 30 48 1.6 days 

May/77 '49 77 1:6 days 

June/77 45 114 2.5 days 

Average Total 124 2~9 1.9 days 
for period 

-

;: .. . , 

.. 
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The following data are gleaBed from the computer printout 
representing some of, the statistics collected by the Status 
Offender Research eff'o~ts at:- the Uni versi ty of Delaware. This 
printout represented. all. data collected in 1976, from June 15 
to December 31,. statewide:; ...... 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - -

" 

Age Composition 

1 through 10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 ", 
18 and over 
(not coded) 

Total 
,. ': 

Scnoo1 Status 

.Fu11-time 
Part-time 
Witl}drawal 
SUspension 
Expulsion 
Diploma 
Other 

. Not 'attending 
(not coded) 

Total 

,-

5 
4 

15 
27 
56 . 
84 
79 
84' 
,5 
,I 

360 

294 
5 

33 
2 
4 

11 
6 

'0 

5 

360 

1.39% 
1.11% 
4.'17% 
7~50% 

15.56% 
23.33% 
21.94% 
2~ .33% 
1.39% . 
0.28% 

100.00% 

81.67% 
1.39% 
9.17% 

.56% 
1.11% 
3.06% 
1.67% 

. 0.00% 
1:~9% 

100.00% 

, I 

.. 
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1 . 
Grade Composition 

Fourth or below 5 
Fifth 4 
sixth 17 
Seventh 29 
Eighth 68 
Ninth 92 
Tenth 75 
Eleventh 46 
Twelfth 14 
(Xl0t coded) 10 

Total 360 

status of Client's Parents 

, " 

Fami1y'intact 
Divorced 
Separated 
Death: father 
Death :' 'mother 

, Death: both 
. Never marri ed ' 
Other' 
'(not coded) 

Total' 

, Type of Offense 

Runawa'y 
Ungovernable 
Truancy 

, 'Curfew 
Minor in posses~ion 
Other 

Total', 

165 
85--
46 
27 

7 
2 

20 
6 
'2 

360 

113 
102 __ 

33 
14 
97 

1 

.. 360' 

Need'of'Services Assessment 
, , 

, ':' ,'; ,No 'se~vices n~eded' ., 
..... ~ .. ~. ". ~.Servi.ces ·.r~.commended 

,(not coded) 

Total 

150 
,,', '.208 
-•. :, '2 

',360 

1.39% 
1.11% 
4.72% ' 
8.06% 

18.89% 
25.56% 
20.83% 
12.78% 

3. Sgolo 
2.78% 

100.00% 

45.83% 
23 .. 61% 
12.78% 

.7.50% 
1.94% 

.56% , 
5'.56% 
1.67% 
, .56% 

100.00% 

31.39% 
28~'.33%, 

9.17% 
3.89% 

26.94% 
' .• 28% 

100,.00% 

41.67% 
57.78% " 

.56% 

, ' 100.00% 

" 



JIJDIE DREXL.ER 
DIHIOCTOR 

STATE OF OE~AWARE 

. DIVISION OF SERVICES TO 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 1972D 

June 9, 1976 (302) 421-6605 

SUMMARY 

DEINSTITUTIONALIZATION OF STATUS OFFENDERS GRANT 

BACKGROtlND 

''"'';;t,. . Pursuant to the quthori ty pf the Omnibus crime Control and 

Safe Streets Act of .. 1968," as amended, and the' JuveniieJustice ' . 
oJ' " 

and ·DelinquencY·-PreveIltion.Act. of 1974, -:theLaw -Enforcement Assistance , . 

"Administration .. (LEAA).,.'_P._S. Department of ,Justice, has' given a" 
major priority.to deins,titutionalization 'of status offenders.· 

Division of Services to Children and youth has received a two-
" .. 

year discretionary·grant in:the amo~nt of,$987,083, through the 
-::' ..• _ .. '. - ,.. '.~' '. _ .... ..:~ ....... : ... .0 .. _ .. 

,Delaware Agency ·,.to Reduce .-Crime, . to~ impac:t: ontne LE~ goal •. 
• _ •••• ,-' _..... _ _..... ..... ..' t 

' •••• _ •• 4 Stat.us offenders are defined. in .section 22Jle:J(1'2) of the, JUvenile "".-
:-"'.- .' o. :.:~ •.• _0 ':: '. 7"~:_' .~·7·. - :'" ':=- .. ~_. __ ........ ' '0" "--:- ..... ,M- •• ..:.: .. :. .:.~ • •• • ~ _~. .. .. _=-::-~, 

.- :- ._. ···"?~:~ci~ticf-'ind:~D~i·i~~~~~~Y ,~t~;e~ti~~:~.Ac:t~es~:" j~ve"~i:i~s'; ~hO"'~'~'~ -~harg~d-: 
' .. 

with or who have committed offenses that would not be cr~minal if 

committed by' an adult." '!'he Act requires that within two years of .. 
the state's submission to LEAA of a Juvenile Justice Pla~'(~ovember 

" 

1975), status offenders shall not be placed in juvenile detention 
.' 

", 

or correctional faciliti~s~ 
.. . . 

... 



summary--DSO Grant 
6/9/76 
Page Two 

The Division of Services to Children and Youth's deinstitution-

aliza.tion.grant (also referred to as the status offender grant) 

will address status offenders who are charged, detained or 

incarcerated for: habitual truancy, 'running away, uncontrollable. 

ungovernable I or possession or loonsumption of alcoholic beverages • 
.. ' 

-<.c. 
~ ,'The grant has a .six-member advisory group called the Committee 

. on' the ::Administr,ation".of -the':8tatus .Offender ·.Granto:: This Committee 

. is part of .the. Juvenile.Justice Advisory Gro~p, appointed by the 

Governor pursuant to the ,requirement~ of. the Juvenile JUs ti,oe' and 

Delinquency Prevention Act~ 

DESCRIPTION OF THE GRANT PROGRAM 

- -'~e,·thrust of ·the. grant program 'is to, whenever possible, 
," _. ~. ~ 

·'~'main~ai.n~:or.::return 'status offenders .to their ,own "homes-with BUP-
• ...... .... - '", ...... ~.,' ._ • _.. '0 " .... ...- - .' • 

::"~~:'--:f'=;' p~i±i~~:;'ta~iiy-~uns~li'Ilg~~r-v~-ces:.;' chil.dren in, ne~d' of 'living· .. 

, 'si tuations ·other._than their .. own homes will be placed in shelters, 

small ,group.homes, or foster homes • 
.. 

. The administration of the grant program·is perforwed by the. 

Division of Services to children and Youth. Family court ahd th~ 

Division of social Services have specialized status offender units 

ftmded "thrp}lgh the grant. contracts fot' purchase of legal, counseling 

and·diagnostic·services have been executed with private agencies • 
. 
T~c grant. prc9':am is operating in all three Delaware countieo. A 

description of each component of the program fol~ows: 

, ...... 
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s~mmarY--DSO Grant 
6/9/76 
Page Three 

Family Court Status Offender Unit S148!~43 (2 years) 

This unit is staffed by a counselor-supervisor, four counselors 

and a clerk-typist. It will process petitions alleging status 

offenses, make voluntary adjustments of such complaints where 

possible, and wi 11 refer statlls offanders to services ·such as 

'r 
legal-"representation, 'family counseling, or diagnosis. 

'. Divisi on- of :Socia 1'- Services. S164! 851 _.! 2 - years l 

-This.::unit"is -staffed_-by=six-:-social.workers.-: It-will seek 

placement-=-faci Ii ties:-such=-as:"shel ters-·and:-:.indi vidual=.and. group 

foster.:.:homes·.;-assign-·chilaren ·to-such::fl;lcili.t.ies:;·,-:and supervise: 
-:. . ~ ... 

th~ir' progress in the ,placement faoili ty ... Addi tional .. £unds ($238; 641 

are''Cvailable to the .Division-to fund .new·placementalternatives such 
. -

as shelters .and :smalL group .homes •.. 

:., Child Advocacv service Sl19 / ?0(}"{2 .years)-

ti me .law .. clerk -and :secret.ary .. " ,Functi ons~:of ::.this .service _are - to .... 

provid¢ ·1.egal repi~senta tion ...:and-recommendati on~for .;:trea:t.men.t:...for· .. 

status .offenders who· are 'detained ," incarceratea, ~ and/or pending 

,court disposition. 

Intensj.ve -Family Counselinq Services $18'::l,000 (2 years) 

-'contracts ·for-· these services have been- awarded:·to' Peoples 

Plnr.e II flnd Family Service of Northern Delaware for a total of 

$63,534 for the year ending June 30, 1977. Additional contracts 
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summary--DSO Grant 
6/9/76 
Page Four 

will be awarded in July 1976. 

Diagnostic-Evaluatio~ Services 

-, 

$100,000 (2 years)-

A contract has been awarded Delaware curative workshop 

for medical, psychological and educational evaluations. 

Training $8 I 800 ( 2 years) 

, A contract or contracts 'will be awarded in July 1976 to 

provide periodic training sessions for foster and shelter parents 

funded through the grant program. Additional training may be 

provided for program staff and agencies impacted by the grant • 

For further information contact I 

. .. '-

,Michelle Hannahs 
• Status Offender Program 

Division of Services to Children and Yc~th 
.-J' 

..... ' .-. 
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