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RE: 
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,~TATE OF INDIANA 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 

The Reader 

804 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

100 NORTH SENATE AVENUE 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

48204 

Ronald R. Vail, Coordinator 
Division of Research and Statistics 

~n Analysis of Time Served Py Sentence Length at the 
Indiana State Prison 

You vii 1 1 find attached t\<JO recently completed studies of time 
served by sentence length at the Indiana State Prison. These 
studies are of the sentences of 2-14 years and 2-21 years. 

Similar studies have previously been conducted, and the results 
disseminated, for sentence lengths at the Indiana State Prison 
of: (1) Life, (2) 1-5 years, (3) 2-5 years, (4) 1-10 years, and 
(5) 2-10 years. 

Please feel free to direct any questions or comments you may have 
in regard to these studies to my office. 

RRV:lo 
Attachment 

Sincerely, 

(j~')''-r:~fi! Cl( () ~/ 
Ronal d R. Vail 
Coordinator' 
Research and Statistics 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY J!A1PLOYER 
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AN ANALYSIS OF INSTITUTIONAL TIME SERVED IN THE 
INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION BY INMATES 

WITH A SENTENCE LENGTH OF 2-14 YEARS 

-INDIANA STATE PRISON-

The primary goal of this study was to determine the average length of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by 
inmates at the Indiana State Prison who had a sente~ce length of 2-14 
years and who received parole authorization. 

There were fifteen (15) inmates with a singular sentence of 2-14 years 
authorized for parole from the Indiana State Prison from January, 1975 
through October, 1975. All fifteen (15) inmates served as subjects in 
this study. The data for this study was obtained from the IIminutes li 

of the Indiana Parole Board and from the Central Office packets of the 
subjects. The follo\'ling infonnation was collected; (1) the inmate's 
file number, (2) the inmate's rronth and year of admission into the 
Indiana Department of Correction, (3) the month and year the inmate was 
authorized for parole, (4) the inmate's ethnic group, and (5) the most 
serious committing offense of the inmate. 

Thi s informa tion was analyzed to detennine; (1) the average 1 ength of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by Inmates 
authori zed for parol e from the Indi ana Sta te Pri son who had a sentence 1 eng th 
of 2-14 years, (2) the range of time served by all subjects in this study, 
(3) the ethnic breakdown of the subjects in this study, (4) the average 
(mean) length of time served by the White inmates in this study, (5) the 
range of time served by the ~Jhite inmates in this study, (6) the average 
(mean) length of time served by the Black inmates in this study, and (7) the 
range of time served by the Black inmates in this study. 

In this study (sentence length of 2-14 years) the following results were 
obtained: 

Average Length of Time Served by All Subjects 

1 year and 9.1 months 
(standard deviation of 2 years and 7.5 months) 

Range of Time Served by All Subjects' 

Shortest - 3 months 
Longest - 11 years and 2 lOOn ths 

Ethni c Breakdown of Subjects 

White = 73% 
Black = 27% 
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Average Length of Time Served by White Subjects 

2 years and 1 month 
(standard deviation of 3 years and .3 months) 

Range of Length of Time Served by White Subjects 

Shortest - 1 year 
Longest - 11 years and 2 months 

Average Length of Time Served by Black Subjects 

10.5 months 
(standard deviation of 5.4 months) 

Range of Length of Time Served bY Black Subjects 

Shortest - 3 months 
Longest - 1 year and 4 months 

Appendix A contains a listing of the data collected (minus inmate file 
number) for this study. 

\ 



. .. .. .. 

• t 

Month/Year Admitted 
to Indiana Department 
of Correction 

March, 1974 

October, 1973 

April, 1974 

Apri 1, 1974 

February, 1964 

March, 1973 , 

February, 1974 

May, 1974 

July, 1974 

July, 1974 

September, 1974 

September, 1974 

July, 1974 

October, 1974 

March, 1974 

APPENDIX A 

INDIANA STATE PRISON 
SENTENCE LENGTH OF 2-14 YEARS 

Month/Year 
Authori zed 
for Parol e 

February, 1975 

February, 1975 

April, 1975 

April, 1975 

April, 1975 

April,1975 

April, 1975 

June, 1975 

July, 1975 

August, 1975 

September, 1975 

September, 1975 

October, 1975 

January, 1975 

April, 1975 

Ethni c Group 

Black 

B1 ack 

White 

White 

White 

White 

White 

White 

White 

White 

White 

B1 ack 

Whi te . 

Black 

White 

Committing Offense 

Foryery 

Assaul t ard Battery wi th Intent 
to Kill 

Conspiracy to Commit Theft 

Conspiracy to Commit a Forgery 

Sodomy 

Forgery 

Assault and Battery with Intent 
to Kill . 

Possession of Burglary Tools 

Fo rgery 

Forgery 

Forgery 

Conspiracy to Commit a Forgery 

Forgery 

Forgery 

Assault and Battery with Intent 
to Ki 11 
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AN AN.l'IL YSIS OF INSTITUTIONAL TIME SERVED IN THE 
INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION BY INMATES 

WITH A SENTENCE LENGTH OF 2-21 YEARS 

-INDIANA STATE PRISON-

The primary goal of thi s study was to detennine the -average 1 ength of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by 
inmates at the Indiana State Prison who had a. sentence length of 2-21 
years and who received parole authorization. 

There were twenty-two (22) inmates with a singular sentence of 2-21 years 
authorized for parole from the Indiana State Prison from January, 1975 
through October~ 1975. All twenty-two (22) inmates served as subjects in 
this study. The data for this study was obtained from the "minutes" of 
the Indi ana Parol e Boa rd and from the Central Offi ce packets of the sl1bjects. 
The following information was collected; (1) the inmate's file number, 
(2) the inmate's month and year of admission into the Indiana Department 
of Correction, (3) the month and year the inmate was authorized for parole, 
(4) the inmate's ethnic group, and (5) the most serious commiting offense of 
the inmate. 

This infonnation was analyzed to determine; (l) the average 1 ength of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by inmates 
authorized for parole from the Indiana State Prison who had a sentence length 
of 2-21 years, (2) the range of time served by all subjects in this study, 
(3) the ethnic breakdown of the subjects in this study, (4) the average 
(mean) length of time served by the White inmates in this study, (5) the 
range of time served by the White inmates in this study, (6) the average 
(mean) length of time served by the Black inmates in this study, and (7) the 
range of time served by the Black inmates in this study. 

In this study (sentence length of 2-21 years) the following results were 
obtai ned: 

Average Length of Time Served by All Subjects 

5 years and 1.7 months -
(standard deviation of 2 years and 6.8 months) 

Range of Time Served by All Subjects 

Shortest - 1 year and 4 months 
Longest - 10 years and 1 month 

-Ethnic nreakdown of Subjects 

Wh ite = 59% 
Black = 41% 
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Average Length of Time Served by White Subjects 

5 yeurs and .2 months 
(standard deviation of 2 years and 9 months) , 

Range of Length of Time Served by \~hite Subjects. 

Shortes t - 1 year and tl months 
Longest - 10 years and 1 month 

Average Length of Time Served by Black Subjects 

5 years and 4 months 
(standard deviation of 2 years and 5.1 months) 

Range of Length of Time Served by Black Subjects 

Shortest - 1 year and 8 months 
Longest - 9 years and 7 months 

Appendix A contains a listing of the data collected (minus inmate file 
number) for this study. 
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APPENDIX A 

HWIANA. STATE PR ISON 
SEIHENCE LENGTH OF 2-21 YEARS 

· 1!lonth/Year Admitted ~1o n t hi Yea r 
to Indiana Department Authori zed 

· 0 f Correction for Parol e Ethni c Group Committing Offenses , 

Augus t, 1965 February, 1975 \~hite Incest 

July, 1969 F ebrua ry, 1975 Hhite ~lans1 aughter 

October, '1973 February, 1975 White Incest 

September, 1971 I~arch , 1975 ~Jhi te Inces t 

February, 1972 April , 1975 Hhite Assault & Battery with the intent 
to satisfy sexual desires 

February, 1972 April, 1975 Black Vo 1 untary f1ansl aughter 

August, 1971 May, 1975 \.Jh i te Vo 1 un,tary f·lansl aughter 

September, 1967 June, 1975 t31ack Rape 

." December, 1970 June, 1975 ~Jhi te Assault & l3attery with the i nten t 
to gratify sexual desires 

December, 1970 Ju ly ~ 1975 Black Voluntary Manslaughter 

July, 1968 July, 1975 \.Jhite Mansl aughter 

January, 1970 Augus t, 1975 t31ack Rape 

September, 1968 Augus t, 1975 Black t·lans1 aughter 

April, 1973 Augus t, 1975 \'Jh ite Assault & Battery on a Child 
Under tl'/el ve 

February, 1966 September, 1975 Black r~ansl aughter 

February, 1969 September, 1975 l.Jhi te r·lansl aughter 

Februa ry, 1971 September, 1975 t31ack Voluntary ~lansl aughter 

July, 1971 Se ptember, 1975 Black Voluntary Manslaughter 

December, 1969 October, 1975 Hhi te Voluntary Nanslaughter 

October, 19'73 October, 1975 \.Jhi te Vo luntary ~lansl aughtet' 

June, 1965, Ju ly s 1 975 \.Jhi te ~lans 1 aughter 

· August, 1973 April, 1975 131 a ck Voluntary tlans1aughter \ 






