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" hlzmorandum [ TOAYSE ARG ANNSI T Dr R Emerson Dobash

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VIOLENCE DIRECTED AT WOMEN AND
NIOLENCE DIRECTED AT CHILDREN WITHIN THE FAMILY SETTING

The current concarn in Parliament about violence which cccurs int the home and .
between family members is very important bzcause it is a recognition of one of ths
most frequently occurring forms of violence in Dr:tam The xdea that one is most
likely to he assaulted by a stranger in a duk street is very dramatic aud arouses
much fear and anxiety, but simply does not reflect reality. The fear of the unkrown
assailant probably arouses more individual anxiety and public concern because of
an implicit acceptance of the idea that ne acquaiatance or relative \.o:.id possibly
do as much harm to one as might be done by a siranger.

The 1dca that a personal relationship serves a5 a mediating factor agaidst the -
infiction of serious injury fails to reflzct the rz l-t.y of the intense dem hands and
stresses of family lne, and the ganeral acceptances of the usz of physical force as
a legitimate means of socialising children and of maintaining control over women
and children. The implicit acc.ptance of uus idea, coupled with the view that the

'fa.mny is something  sacred and private, has meent that ‘many victims of femily

violence ”14'1'5 sone unaided ‘because they have remained undatected, unassisted
because ogeociss have bsen unwilling or unabls to deal with such pro“lems or
ignored b -2use such behaviour is not really considered to be a probieon

Child abuse has been officially recoznised as a public issus rather than a private™™ ‘

family matter, dut this was not done without cha allenging some of ihe accepted ideas;
concerning the rights of parents to chastise their childeen free from outside inter-!
ference or scrutiny. A.l... ugh the ideas of mdxv'dual fresdom are exteemely
m,,or‘aut ‘.nd challenges to them ars nevar to be token lightly or without debate}
it has been azrzed t‘nt the sanctity and privacy of the homa canrot be maintained
at the xp"nS“ of the healh, wellbcing and lives of its children. .

i

- Although it is pos:xbie, in recrospect, to skim over this debate as zhouo‘: it ncht
occu-re.l of was unimpertant, it is still ver; much a part of ali deliberations inv olvmv
family violence. The ideas concerning the sanctity of the family are based on, ang

) _LOND"‘S’X.ﬂ»ﬁ[ﬁ- with, the belief that nothing horribic ever happens within. it whic

hiegessitates outside intervention. Since thc- 19603, child abuse has been recognise

2nd there i3 now a confiict between this “new” reality and the still persistent idea )

that *"'nothing horrible ever thpcns in the famz!}, and- \bere‘ore it is no one’s
business what goss on thera™ : a

VYarieus compeomises have been made ‘.pd machanizms d“vc.opcd deal with
the very real possibiiity of chiid abuse and the desires for limited mterventxon, Child
abuse has become accepted as 2 problem which deés exist and which anycne can
mpm*nce It 1s incceasiugly being associated with commonly held, 2ithough

‘4 mapp*oprr\te jdeas about children and with physical and environmental cmdmons

rather than with individual pathology or criminality. All of these factors have
contributed to the willingness of parents to come forward, and to seek help for
themselves znd as: sistance for thair children, and of agencizs to recogaise their
plight and to give variaus forms of assistance.

All of this has required rethm sing the accepted ideas concerning the rights and’
privileces of parents vis-a-vis children and the absolute sanctity of the loms versus
the protection of same of its memhers Ttom the violence of others, Tt has involved
Ahe rethinking of the relationship between the family and 2l social agencies, This.
new relationshio has required a re-evaluation of the natu ¢ and adequacy-of- dle
..:rvxce.. which such agancies provide. .

’\dedzcal practitioners could no longer n.st m..nd breaks and tears, hut bec:mc
mvois'c'! in tha social reasons for those inijuries. The police and ccurts could no
longer think of themselves as stopping crimz and catching *“r=al” criminals, but had
‘40 think in terms of the great proporilon of their work which is oriented to
community service »rd tn cansider that mast of these crimes are commitled by
people who do not fit the stereotype of 3 villain, : :

.

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file, please contact us at NCJRS.gov.
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The issue of child abuse has been 2 difficult one for lay people and social agencies
2like because it has challenzed so many of our ideals about what family lifc should -
be like by inaking us sce what it oftz2n is, and because it has demanded a new and
creative look at most of the social agencies; a look which has focused both upon
the idcology and the policies and practices of social agencies: Anything less cannot
be expected io bring about useful and meaningfui change for those who are the most
frequent victims of lamily violence, women and children,

P

n":.rwi‘l;bvm

The outcome of the-dcliberations of this gommiitee are vital in the process of ,
creative thinking and change, but it would/naive to believe that this is somehow %z
‘easier for members of Parlinment than for social workers or the police. 1t would,

_be equally naive to belizve that the old debates are not still issues which will affect
the décision making of individual members of the group and of the commitiee as
a whole. Or, that the ideas and realitiss about what such a committee is, doss, and
can do are any less mixed and conRicting than those of other public bodies. ‘

1

‘An issue such as family violeace is important to the souiety and the quality of -
life.4n the individuals in it. It is a public issue not just a private problem. This has - /&F
s2n recognised by the very cxistence of this committee, The problews inherent in
dealing with family violsnce should be seen as challenges which the committee
deems worth overcoming since the outcome of these deliberations are so important
to the victims of such violence. :

LAV E AN TR ETT I £ MO L
1

‘This committee was ©riginally set up in response to the recognition of the problem ‘ o :
of battered wives and thz new and zrowing concern for their plight, Since this issue = - - L .
was new, very little systematic information was avaiiable and the expansion of the . 1. .
remit of the committee to includs violence directed 2t children would seem to reflect o
some of the initial questicns concerning the relationships bztween violence directed , 3
at wives and that which is directed at children, '

-t

Since the expansion of the committze’s remit to include children would seem tor -« D
. represent an expansion of the inquiry into marital violence rather than a departure , ‘
, from it, the information presznted here will focus upon the relationship batween
" these two forms of violence. The information presented is based upon some of the
" initial findings of a two year research project on battered women funded by the -3
Scottish Home and Health Department, Two sources of information are being N R
gatherad which overlap and complement each other. Extcnsive interviews are being | i- 7
conducted with battered women which give a great deal of indepth information about
marital violence, the involvement of children and the use of social agencias. This
information is being augme=nted by data from the police and court records. Although DR

the information in the police.and court records is, of necessity, more cursary, it R

envers -2 much larger seyment of the populatisn ond thus pravides insight into the e
- exteat of such violence. Since the interviews have not yet been completed, the data ©
used in this report have com? solely from the police and court records exarined. . o ;
‘The cases examined were taken from one district in Glasgow and from all of . PR e

. Edinburgh for the year 1974, They represent only those cases which were prepared - 3. L
" far and/or dealt with by the courts (approximately 34,000). Regardless of the official '
charge- (ep assault, malicious mischief, breach of the peace) all reports were care-
*fully read in order to asceriain if any form of physical violence was involved. Yor - - 1
the purpose of our research all such violence incidents were noted and were cate- S 4 o
gorised cither as violence between family members, violence between unrelated TR
individuals or violence directed at the police'. It must be remembered that many NI | o R

. - 11t should be noted that in some cases the individual or individuals invelved are charged with
mnore than one offence: (e breach of the peace and assault). For the purpese of this research,
only one offence (ths most serious) was tallied for each of these cases and this proceditre was
followed for all of th= cases examined. This procedure varies from the one presented in TABLE 1
of the ** Report on the State of Crime and the Police Establishment of the County of the City and
Royal Burzh of Edinburgh, 1974 ™ which illustrates the totsl number of offerces and th= tatal -
number of individuals officially reported and/or deait with, -This includes all of the cases involy-
ing multiple ¢harges and more than one individual. Since our fizures are Yesed on the aumber
ol cases prepared [or the courts and nat on the number of charges made or the number of indi-
«iduals Involvid, the total gumber is less than it would be if the additional charges acd individuals .

B3d been counted.  This is merely a methodological paiat but it is nscessary to explain what = . -~
2ppears to be a discrepancy between our findings and those in the ** Repart ™,
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crimes go unreported and undetected, making it impassible to compile statistics
which would reveal an absolute crime rate. This also makes comparisons of rates
between cities very risky. Therefors, we have used this information to compare
the rates of marital violence with other offences oceurring both inside and outside
the family. We have also used the written accounts in the police and court reports
td describe the nature of such violence and the role of children in it.

It can be seen in TapLe I that relatively few of all cases dealt with by the police
in.our sample involved the use of violence. Less than 10 per cent involved violence
of any form, 5.86 per cent between individuals unrelated to each other and 3.10 per

cent between family members.

Tapte 1

PERCENTAGE OF ALL CASES REFORTED TO SELECTED POLICE
: DEPARTMENTS IN EDINBURGEH AND GLASGOW” IN 1974

Offence

Violent: Fumily
Wiz Assault ... e
Allegad Wife Assault ...
Husband Assault
- Child Assault ... e
Parent Assault ...
- . Sivling Assault ... oee

" - Non-Violeat: Farnily
‘Threataned YWife Assaults
Disputes: .
Husband-Wife
Other Family Memkbers
Violent: Non-Family

Mzle against Male
" Mala against Female ...
© VYialz azaiost Police ...

© TFemale against Female
o~ Female against Male ..

o Female against Police ...

Non-Violent Offerces

Trafiic ...
Miscellanzous ... wee

Total ... e

Mutual Assault ... ..

LYYy

Breach of the Peace/Thelt/Other

san

Total number of Percentags of
offences reported offences reported
- . 759 2-25
- aee 32 0-09
- 12 0-04
- . 112 0-33
. een 73 0-22
..o .. 50 0-15 °
. 6 (?,044) 0-02(3-10)
.- wee 113 0-35
432 1-28
oo veo 33 (583) ' 0:10(1-73)
1,169 3-47
. 295 0-87
238 0-85
.es e 142 0-42 -
ves . 53 0-1 :
- e 29 (1,976) 009 (5-86)
- 16,104 ) 41-75
13876 - 41-13
. mee 141 30,121) | 0-42 (89-31)
- e 33,724 ©100+€0 '

* This includes reparts for il of Edinburgh"atz.d onie distrd
quently oreparad for and/or dealt with by the courts,

et in Gtasgbir} which wete suose-

The figures in Tanre IT deal only with cases involving violence and illustrate their
relative distributicn. It can ‘be seen thet 65.6 per cent ¢f all reported cases oceur
*betwesn unrelated tndividuals while 34.5 par cent involye family members. Of all
" she yinlent cases in our sample the most frequent ferm invelved male offenders who

“directed their violence at ancthzr mal

. 1eported. -

(38.7 per cent), and this is followad by
violent off2nces cammitted by husbands and directed at thair wives (25.1 per cont).

JViulence directed at children represented 3.7 per cant of the violence offences

The information cantained in TasLe 11T allows a comparison of the various types
-of family offences. Forty-savea per cent of all such offences involve physical violence
directed at the wifc, and another 9.2 per cent are made up by threatened and alleged
wifz assanlts, This means that 56 par cent of all types of family offences invclve
casss in which the wife has either been assaulted ‘or is in danger of beihg assaulted.
Children anly constitute 6.9 per cent of family viclence which is reported to tha

police,
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But these are conly the cases which were finally reported to the gpolice, and our
evidence suggests that this represents only the tip of the iccberg of the actuat
qnumber of tncidants of funily viclence, For example: many, police reports’ indicate
that although thare has been a history of assaults, sometimes dating back many
years, the incident is'the only one actually reported to them. This is also verified -
by the information given to us in' the intorviews with battered women. Violence

STasLe II

PERCENTAGE OF ALL CASES INVOLVING VIOLENCE REPORTED TO
SELECTED POQLICE DEPARTMENTS IN EDINBURGH AND GLASGOW*

sy AR L A R A P A s TR S o

IN 1974
Ofence Total nuraber of * Perceritage of
. offeaces reported - offences reported
Violznt: Family
Wife Assault .. 759 25-1
Alleged Wile Assault ... . . 32 1-1 ¥
Husband Assault . vee  aee e 12 0-4
Child Assault ... . aee .- e 112 37
Parant Assault ... . . . 73 2-4 -
- Sibling Assault ... e « .50 1-§
Mutuzal Assault ... . . 6 (1,044) 0-2 (34-5)
Violernt: Nun-Family . . . -
Male against Male aee . 1,169 38-7
Malg 2aainst Famnale ... 295 9-8
Mals against Police 288 9.5
Femels against Fetnale " - 142 47
Female against Male ... .. .. .. 52 1-8
Femals agaiost Police ... v, 29 (1,976) 1-0 (65-5)
Total we wee eee e o eeee . 3020 1000 :

* # This includes the reports for 2l of Edinﬁurgh and one district in Gla.sgo;'v which were subse-

k " quentiy prepared for and/or dealt with by the courts.

Taste IIX

PERCENTAGE OF ALL OFFENCES INVOLVING FAMILY MEMBERS
REPORTED TO SELECTED POLICE DEPARTMENTS IN EDINBURGH
AND GLASGOW?® IN 1974 )

' . Total nu.nber ¢f Percantage of | .
. Offeace offences reported offerces reported
Violents Forily ' '
Wife Assault .0 we ah eee e 759 467"
Alleged Wife Assault ... ... 32 2+0
Husband Assault e mee e 12 0-7 .
Child Assault .. . e e e 112 6-9
Parent Assault ... ... .. .. L. 73 4-5
Stbling Assault ... .. .. L=, e - 5C 3-0
Mutual Assault ... oo aee eee e 6 (1,04) 0-4 (64-2)
Non-Violeat: Family .
Threatened Wife Assault, .., . .. 118 7-2
Disputes:
+ Husband-Wife oo ee see 432 26-6
Other Family Members ... . 33(583) 20 (35-8)
Total v v wr e e e 1,627 100-0

* This includes the reports for all of Edinburgh and one district in Glasgow which were subse=

quaally prepared for and/or dealt with by the courts.
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between family members is mere likely to bz under-reported compared to other
forms of viclence because it occurs dn private places between people who know cach
other, and i is mare likely to be associated with a fear of subsequent assault and
a sense of drelplessness and shame, Muny women have never told anyone that they
fiave been repeatedly assaulted, others have confided in [friends, neighbours or
rclatives but have never used the police, Those who huve reported the assaults to
the police or any other authority do so vzry infrequently. The great majority of
assaults cn wives and children simply never appear in any official records. It should
also be noted that casas of violence directed at children may bz more likely to be
ocial workors and to medical stalf than to the police. As such, the
proportions represented here probably somewhat under-represent children.

The infermzifon in Figures I, I, and 111 is based on data from 928 individual -

cases taken from pelice blot;crs and court records.’ Although the analysis of thass
casas has only just begun, it is possible to gain some insight into the relotionship be-
tween violénce du‘c-"“»d at wives and that whcb is éu-ex_t“d 2t children.

It can be se2n in Figure T that very fow cases of wife assault :LC;UELH}’ favelve a
second victim (13 par cent) This is overwhelming evidence that there is very little
direet relationship betwean the actnal violence which is dirscted at wives and that
which is directed 2t othor individuals, including children, Assauclts on wives tend/on
* be directed only 2t the wife and szldem is anyonz else assaulited during such an

episode, OF r}ﬂos. casss 4n which a second person was assaulied, 4t was most often
as tha result of attempts to intervene.

" A breakdown of the 122 cases in which a second victim was favelved, (Figure 11),
fllustrates the number of casss in which children were assaultad, and also breaks
the category of children down by age aad sex. This shmws that on the rare ocm.sims
when therz is 2 stcond victim involved in a wife assault, it 4s most likely to te a

child (62 casss). This is followed by other adult relatives 33 cases), acquaintances
{17 casss), police (9 casss) and strangers. {1 case).

A closer examieation of the ags and s2X cof those children who were the second
victims in casss of wife assauit xuusge.tzs thet adelescants (15 to 19 years) and young
children (14 years zad under) were equaily I:'c':Iy to be assaulted, 29 and 28 cases
reSpectw—*ly It stands to reason that adult children cepresznt a-much smaller

number of cases {7) since »they are less likely to bz in the ‘housshold when violencs
. Incidents occur. '

Young children and adolescents are equally likely to be the second victim in a
wife assault case, and a close inspaction of the public accounts of the episcdes reveals
some possible reasons for this &m‘olvement. The incidents of adolescent assaulis
probably reflects thelr greater awarenass of the events taking place and their ig-
creasad wilbagness and ability to intervans. Although young children are often
assaulted for similar reasans, many of them are tga youngz ta be fully aware of what
is ‘happening or {0 make attempts at intervention. The assault of .young children js

ok‘tcn azcidenta!, and oceurs sunply vecause :1rv/ are in the way of a blow w‘mch
is directed at the wife.

It is important to note that in all zge groups it is the female child who is most
likely to become the se=cond -victim. Adolescent girls raake up the largest categary
-(23 cuscs) followed by young girls (17 cases). It xs possible that fema!es are more
lee!y to intervene (in cases in which iatarvention is the rezson for the assault). It
is also possible that when males intervene they do so more efectively than females,
and are thus less likely to be assaulted th‘.mselves Although the strength differential
between male and female children might aid in the ctpla.n tion of why females are

_.assaulted more frequently than their brothers, it would seem to be very inadquate

as a general explanation, This bzcomes most obwious when one considers the
str-ngth differential between fathers and all but the tmost adult children. Bu? a far

more impertant factor mcdib.gir}g against even the strongest child taking an active

! These cases includa the 759 in Tantes I, I and 1M as well as 169 additional cases from 1974
which appeared intha o

e police hlotter bt did not 2ppeac in the court records cither because they

went to another court or because there is as yet no final dispaosition.

.
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SECOND VICTIHS

FXGCURE I

 CASE OF WIFE ASSMIT DVVOLYING -
A SIZCOND VICTIM )

N0 SECOND
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FIGURL II '
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SZCOND VICTIMS IN WIFE ASSAUIT CASES

STRANGERS
POLICE
ACQUATHTAMNCES

_ CTHER KELATIVES
ALL CHIIDREX

JDUIT CHIID
ADOL, CHILD
YOUG CHIID
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and {ruly efféctive past in stopping his or thoer fathor from hitting their mother is
the differontial of power and autherity which means that the child has no real ‘rizht’
to intervene even if &t is for a pood renson,

.

A more teneable explanation would seam to be that daughters, dike their mothers,
are more likely to be seen as appropriate victins of assault. It &s women and children
who are defined as those over whom it is appropriate to cxercise the greatest
amount of control. This basic relationship is reflected in all of our social institutions
and in most of the attitudes concerning the acceptable relationship atween ohildren
and parents and between wives and husbands. Since violence is one iiicans of exercis-
ing countrol or quelling potential threats to it, it is understandable thad those who are
defined as the appropriate recipients of control are also those most dikely to become
the victims of its ultimate exercise, viclence. Women and childre
1o be controlled and thus bdcome the ‘appropriate’ victims of family violencs, In
this sense female children would be more ‘appropriate’ wictims than their brethers.

are eapected

The term ‘appropriate’ és ased to imply that therz are very strong attitudes whick
reflect the *basic right’ of some members of the famdly (parents and husbands) to
control other members (children and wives), even if it requires the use of physical

force. These attitudes are mot only held by andividuad famiy members but are-

2lso accepted and supported by representatives of most of the social agencies. The
use of physical cearcion 2s a qxeans of gaining or maintaining conteol is accepted by
individuals and agencies alike.

It is only when such coercion becomes too excessive, too blatant or a public
nuisance that it is deemed inappropriate. It is not that control and physical cosrcion
are deemed inappropriate but that there is a level beyond which it is seen as in-
appropriate. It is only/fben these limits are violated that-intervention or attempts

at prohibition are deemed necessary and/or appropriate.

WITNESSZS IN WIFZ ASSAUIT CASES

© STRANCERS

POLICE

HED, /S0C. ¥E.
ACQUADITRICES
s, RELATIVES
WIFS'S RELATIVES
ALL CHIIDREN

JOUIT CHIID.
JDQL, CHILD
YOG CHLID
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L)

Although wives and children are both “approprinte” victims of violence, {hare
appears to be no dircct. causal relationships buelween assauits which-are ditected at
“wives and those which are divected at children. Rarely is a second person ever

assaulted when a wife is being assaulted. In the few cases in which children are,
assaulted it appears to be the resuit cither of a thwarted intervention attemgpt or of
an accideatal blow which i3 directed at the wife, In such cases children do not
appear to be singled out as primary targets nor does there appear to be any reason
to believe that on one occasion the wife 1y assaulled and on another it is the child.
The wife is clearly singled out as the primary target not the child, Child abuxe and
direct assaults on children cleacly appear to be a separate and different phencriznon.

Although there appears to be little relationship between the assaults on wives and
those on children, the children gles=tdo become involved, as witnesses. Figure 111
illustrates that of the 1014 witnesses used in the 928 wife assault cases examined, 50
per cent of them were children. They reprassuted the largest group of witnesses,
followed by scquaintances (23 per cent); the wife’s relatives (12 per cent) and police
and strangers, (5 per cent each). The break-down of the catzgory of children by agzs

ey

and sex, suows the great usz of children under fourteen years of age.

Although more information has been gathered concerning the role of children in
wife assaults, most of it is still in the précess of being analysed. Hawaver, the most
important finding clearly does not support the concentration that there is any
direct casual refaticaship between child cbuse and wife assaults, The involvament
- of children js in a secondary capacity as witaesses,
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