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'APrENDIX 38 

'fHe RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VIOLENCE DJRECfED AT WOMEN AND 
.'tIOLl;'NCE DIRECTED AT CHILDREl': WtTH[N THE F./'\.MILY SETTING 

Th~ current concern in P;lrliament about violence which occurs b the home. and. 
between family mcmb<!fs is very important b;:c:luSC it is " recognition of one: of the 
most frequently occurring forms of ,:iolence in nrilai~. The idea th~t one is most 
likelv to be n:ls:tuttcd by a str:J.nger In a d:l.rk street IS .... ery dr;unatlc :\!!tl arOuses. 
rmlch feaT' nnd ::mxiety, bu t simply does not reflect reality. The ft!a( of the unknown 
:lSS3il.:uH probably arouses more individull anxiety and public conccm because of 
an implicit acceptance of'the idea [holt no acqulintancc or rcbtivc could Itl')ssibly 
do nS,much harm to one as might be done by a.strang~r. ' 

The idea thnt a person<ll relationship serves oS a mediating f<lctor against thC"" 
jnBict!on of serious injury fails to reft~~t the reaHty of the intense dem:mds 3l1d 
stresses of family life, and the genelr:tt acceptancl!s of the use of physical force: ::IS 

Cl Icgitimat~ means of socialisingc:hildren and of maintaining control over women 
and chHd:cn. The implicit ncc ..... ptance of this idea, coupled with the view that the 

, family is something' sacred and priv~tc. hl',s rne;;>.nt that ·mo.ny victims (If family 
violence have £ooe unaided· 'because they have remained undetec:ted~ \l1H\.ssi'Sted 
bCC::lus;: agcccies have been unwilling or u!'!abl-:: to deal with such problems,. or 
ignored ueclluse such behaviour is not really consid~red to be :t p.obic:m. 

Child abuse h:lS been officially recognised' as a ·pubHc issue rather than a prlvate~ 
fam~ly m:.~ter, but this was Itot done without cna1.lenging some of the uccepted ideas' 
concernin~ the rights of parent.') to chastise their children free from outside inter-i 
ference ,or s:ruHny. Al!h.ough the ideas of individual freedom nre extlemely~ 
impqrtltlt ~nd challenges ·to them are never to he to,ken lightlj' or ~.ilhonf deba.tej 
it has been agreed that the s:u1ctity and privacy of the home cannot be mai!ltained! 
at the expense of the heaIh. wellbeing and lives of its children. ' 

l 

, Althou£h H is possible, in re,rospect, to skim over this deb<lte 0.5.though it nevec­
occun:ed or was unimpci'tant, it is stil! vcr..' much tl. purt of all del1berati9C'.5 1n·/olvini 
family violence. The ideas concerning th~ sanctity of the family :lre based on, ant' -

~. complemen!a£j· with, the belief that nothing horrib!c ever happens within it wok 
n>!cessitates outside intervention. Since the 1960s, child abuse has been r.ecognisc 
~nd th~rc is now 0. confikt bei:wl!en this "new" reality and the ~till pcersistent idea 
that "nothing horrible ever h1.ppens in the family and' therefore i~ is no one'~ 
business what goes on theN". " , . , 

Varic"ls compromises ha ... e been made and mechanisms deve!oped to de:ll with 
the "cry re:ll pos,ihliity of chiid abuse- and the desires for limited intervention. Child 
abuse has become accepted as a problem which does exist and which anyone Cali 
exp~li'!nce. It ~ increash:Bly being associated with commonly held, although 
inapp;oprbte, i:ieas about children and with physical :md' environmental conditions 
ta!her than with individual pathology or criminality. All of Ulese factors have 
contributed to the willingness of PClcents to COr:le forward, and to seek help for' 
themselves and assistance for thdr childr.:n, and of agencies to rccoguise' their 
plight and to give various fonn~ of assistance. ' 

All or thi$ has required rethinking the accepted ideas concerning the ri~ht~ :mcf 
privileges of parents vis-lI-vis childr.:n and the absolute' sanct:h' of the home verSus 
the prate'ction of same of its memhers '(eo'm the violence of others. It has inVOLved 
,!lic rethinking of the relationship between the family and al! social :l~encies. T,his 
new rebtiomhi:> has reouired !l re-evaluatIon of the nature and t1dcqugc:~of' the 
service:; which such agel1ch:s provide.. .. 

•. Medical practitioners could 110 longer just mend breaks and te.lrs, but oeC:1me 
invoh'ed in thr: social r~o.sons fo!' tho$e iniuries. The police rtnd ccurts could no 
lon~cr think of themselves as stopping crime and C:luchim; ""r::n1" crimlnnl:;. but had 
to think in tenns of the great proDodion vf tn",ir work which is oriented to 
communit"j'l'ervicr: ;>rn '."1 cnm;ider th:tt most of these crime~ are committed O>J 
p~ople who do not fit the stcreotlp~ of a "/ilIain. 
~ .,' , 
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The issue of chil~ abuse has .peen -'1 difficult one for lay people nnd social agencies 
alike because it has challenged so many of our ideals about whilt family \iie should 
be like by making us sec what it oft!n is, and becnuse it has den1:lnded n new and 
creutive look at most of the social agencies; a look which has focused both upon 
the ideology ",nd the policit!s and practices of social agencies: Anythin~ less cannot 
.he expected to bring about useful :md meani.ngfui .change for those who arc' the most 
frequent victims of family violen~e, women and ,children. 

The outcome of the· dcliber::.tions of this fommittce arc vital in the process of 
cr~~ti\'e L'1inldng nnd ch:mge, but it woult\! naive to believe that this is somehow 

· easier for members of Parliament than for social workers 'or the police. It W(luld. 
· be equally.naive to believe th .. t the old debates are not still issues which will affect 
the decision making of indh'idual members of the g~oup and of the committee as 

" no whole. Or, that the ideas and realities about what such a committee is, does, ,,-nd 
can do arc any less mixed and conflicting than those of other public bootes. 

'An issue such :l.S family viole:1ce is important to the sOI:iety ~nd the qU:llity of 
Jife.¢'n the individu:lls in it. It is a public issue not just a priv?-te probkm. This has 
been recognised by the very existence of this committee. The problems inherent in 
dealing with family violence should be seen as challenges which the cominiCcce 
deems worth overcoming since the outcome of these deliberations are so important 
to the victims of such violence. 

This committee was Qrig:nally set up in respon:.e to the ret::Jgnition of the' proC1em 
of battered wives and the new and growing concern for their plight. Since this issue 
was new, very little systematic information was avaiiable and the e;qmnsion of the 
remit of the committee to include \;o[ence directed 2t children would seem to reflect 

. some of the initial questions concerning the relationships between violence directed. 
at wives and that which is directed at children. 

Since the expansion of the committee's remit to include children would seem to 
represent an expansIon of the inquiry into m::trital· violence rather than n c!!P?rture 

· from it, the in,formation presented here will focus upon the relationship between 
- these two forms of violence. The information presented is based upon some of the 
. initial findings of a two year reseo.rch project on battered women funded, by the 
Scottish Home and Health Department. Two sources of inf,1rmation nre being 
gathered which overlap and complement each other. Extensive interviews nre being 
conducted with battered women which give a great de:!.! of indepth information about 
mru-ital violence, the involvement of children and the use of social ag:::ncl:s. This 
infonnation is being augmented by data from the police and court records. Although, 
the information in the ·police. and court records is, of necessity, more cursory. it 
cl)vers ,a much hrger :;('~ment of th:: populatbn rnd t!:us p .... oddes jn,si,~ht Into the: 
extent of such violence. Since the interviews have not yet been completed, tne data 
used in this report have come solely from the police and court records exami:led. 
The cases examined were taken from one district in Glasgow and. from aU of 

, Edinburgh for the year 1974. They represent only those cases which were prepared 
for and/or dealt with by the courts (approximately 34,000). Regardless of the official 
ch~rge· (eg assalllt, malicious mischief. breach of the peace) all reports v:erecar~-

. fully read in order to ascertain if any form of physical violence was involved. For 
the purpose of our research all such violence incidents were noted and were· cate­
gorised either as violence between family members, violence between unrebted 
individuals or ~iolt!nce directed at the potiC!;'. It must be remembered ~hat many 

. I It should be noted that in !:ome ClSeS the individu:ll ~r individuals involved are ch:m;ed with 
more than one offence (ie bre:lch of the pe:lce and assault). For the purpQse of this r~earch. 
only one offence (the most 5e:-iOUS) was tallit::d for e~ch of th~:se c:lses and .his procedure was 
(o\(ow<'!d for :lll of tho: cases examined. This procedure varies from the one present.:d. in TABLE J 
of the" Report on the State of Crim~ alld the Police Establis~ment of the County of Ihc: City :lad 
Royal Dur;;:h of Edi.nbur~h. 1974" which illustrates the tOld numb-:r of offences and th,: totat 
number of individu:!ls omcially reported and/or dealt with.Thi5 includes all of the c:t~ involv­
ing mulrirJlecfiarges:!.nd more than anI! indi'lidual. Since ollr figun:s :Ire buS<!d on the nliln1xr 
or cases prepared for (hI'; courts and not on the numb<!r of clJ:lr.c~ m:l;Je or tht: numb<!r of jridi­
·Jiduals Ir.volv~d. Ihe 10lal numb.:r is less than it would be if the at!di:ional charges ar.-d bd·j·.·rutl;fs. 
fiJd'li~en counted. This is merely :l methociologic:ll point but it is necess.lry 10 e)(pbin what : 
~ppe.lr.s to be a discre>,aricy between our findinz,1 and those in tht:" Report ". 
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crimes go unreported anti undetected, making it impassible to compile statistics. 
w.hich would reveal an absolute crime rate. This also makes comparisons of rales 
between cities very risky. Therdor=, we have used this information to compare 
the rates or marital violence with other offenc.es occurring both inside nntI outside 
the fumiiy. We hnve also used the: written accounts in the police nnd court reports 
tcf describe the nature of such violence and th7 rol:: of children in it. 

It can be seen in TAGLE I thnt rebtivcly few of al\ cases dealt with by the police 
in .our sampl~ involved the usc of violence. Less th:m 10 per cent involved viokncc 
of any form. 5.86 per cent between individuals unrelated to ench other nnd 3.10 per 
cent between family members. 

TAlll.E I 

'PERCENTAGE OF ALL' CASES REPORTED TO SELECITD POLICE 
: DEPAH.TMENTS IN EDINBURGH AND GLASGOW" IN' 1974 

Offence 

Violent: Family 
Wife Ass:lUlt 
Alleged \viie Assault 
Husbaod Assault 

. Child. ASsault ••• 
Parent Assilult ••• 

. Sibling Assault ••• 

.,. 

.;. 

Mutual Ass3.ult ••• 
'Non-Violent: Famlly 

Threztencd Wife Assaults 
DisputeS: 

Husband-Wif.:: ••• 
Oilier Family Member:3 

Violen:: Non-Family 
, M:!le agcinst Male ••• 
. Male against Female .,. 

. ~,ia1~ agaiast Po Ike .,. 
rem.ale against Female 

- FelT'.:lle against M.ue .,. 
Fencle ag::13nst Police ••• 

Non·Violent Offences 
Brezch of the Pt!ace[TheftjOther 
Traffic ••• 
Miss;;ellaneous 

lotal ••• 

. ... I 

Total number of 
offences reported 

759 
32 
12 

112 
73 
50 
6 (1,044) 

118 

432 
33 (583) 

1,169 
295 
288 
142 
53 
29 (1,976) 

Percentage of 
offences reported 

2·25 
0'09 
0'04 
0·33 
0'')') 

0'15 ' 
0'02 (3'10} 

0'35 

1'2& 
0-10 (1'13) 

3·47 
0'81 
0'85 
0·42 
0'16 
0'09 (5'86) 

16,104 47·15 
13,876 41'14 

141 (30,121) 0'42(89'31) ... i __ 33_.7_24~_._~ _: +1_ ..... 1 ...... 00_.00 __ _ 

--~----~----------~~~------~--------• nus includes rep;)t<.s for ~a of Edinburgh' ~nd orie district ill GI:l.Sg6~ which were suose-
qucntly prepared for and/or de:llt with by the courts. . 

The figures in TAnLE II deal only with cases involving violence and ilJustrate their­
relative d:stribut:cn" It C!ln 'be seen that 65.6 per cent cf a.ll .repor-ted cases occur 

. between 'Unre1n.1:ed \r,di",z:iuo.!s while 34.5p:r c::nt invol .... e family member~. Of a·Il 
t!le vi~lent .cases :in ou·, .snmple :the most frequent ferm in'lct..~ed 'm~le off;:.nders who 
directed thelu- "lio1ence at anc,:her m!lllef (38.1 per cent), and <this ,is foHowed by 
violent offences committed ,by husbands and directed ,at th::r y,:iv.es (25.1 ·per cent). 

• . VitJt:nce dir.!cted at ch::ldre.n ·represented 3:7 per cent or the violence offences 
. !ex::orted. 

The information contained in TABl.E III allows a comparison of the various types 
·of family offences, Forty·s.'!v~n·per cent of all such offences involve physical violence 
d~rec:ted at the wife, and :lnotJ:ter 9.2 per cent are made up by threatened and alleged 
wi~e -:!SSanlts. T,his men:ns th:!.t 56 per cent of all typ~ of famHy offences involve 
cas::s b woich the wife has eLther been assaulted 'or ,is·Jn danger of bdhg ass::1Ulted. 
Children .);'11y con.stitutc 6.9 per cent of family ,,-iclence which is reported to the 
police. 

" 
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But tlH.'Se nrc cnly the C;1S!!s which were "finally ,rcp<)l'tcdto ,Lhe 'police, nnd au. 
c·,'ide:nl;c suggests ,th:!Jt :this rcpie-<;cnts only ·the ·tip of the iccb::rg of the actual 
·number of inoid:mts of family yiClkncc. Por exarnple: many,.police reports· imlicale 
that although tn:.!Jre Ihas been n !history of ·.:l.SS-1.u:tts. somcttmes dating back many 
y~rs, the l:ilcidcn~ is',the onty onc nctuatly Ireported. to :them_ This i~ also' vcrifted • -
by the inform:l.tlon given to us ~n' the intorviews with ·battered women. Violence 

.TABtE II 

PERCENTAGE OF ALL CASES lNVOLVING VrOU.NCE REPORTED TO 
SELECTED POLlCE DEPARTMENTS IN EDINBURGH AND G.LASGOW'" 

. - IN 1974 

Offence 

Violent: FalT;ily 
Wife Assault ••. 
Alli:ged Wife A:;sault ... 
Husband Assault 
Child 'I...ssault ••• 
Parent Assault ••• 
Sibling Assault ... 
Mutuci AssJ.ult •.• 

Yiofer.t: Nr)n-Fami/y 
Male against Male ••• 
Mal~ agninst :FelnaIe •• _ 
M31e a~inst FoliC/! ••• 
Female ag:linst Feln!!.le 
Female ag-J.iost Male ... 
Fem:tle ~saiost Police •.• .... . .. .. 

Total •.• .... ... .. ... 

Total number of .. 
offences reportcci 

759 
32 
12 

112 
73 
50 
6 (1,044) 

1,169 
295 
283 
142 
52 
29 (1,976) 

" 3,020 

F.:rceli rage of 
'. offences reported 

25'1 
1'1 
0'4 
3'7 
2·4 
I"Q 
0-2 (34'S) 

38-7 
.9-8 
9-S 
4-7 
l'S 
1-0 (65·5) 

100'0 

• .;0 This includes the reports for all of Edinburgh and one district in Glasgow which weresubse-
• quently prepared for and/or dealt with b~ the <:ouns_ 

TABLE III 

PERCENTAGE OF ALL OFFENCES INVOLVING FAMILY MEM"BERS 
REPORTED TO SELECTED POLICE DEPARTMENTS IN EDINBURGH 

AND GLASGOW" IN 1974 

Offence 

Jliolt!nt: FcmUy 
Wife Assault ••• 
Alleged Wife Assault ••• 
Husband Assault 
Child Ass:l.ult ••• 
Parent Assaut~ ••• 
Siblins Assq.ult ••• 
Mutual Ass:l.ult ••• • •• 

Jlol't~Yiolettt: Family 
Threatened Wife Auault . 
Disputes: 

Husband.Wife .:. 
Other ramily Mc:~bers 

Total ••• 

I Total nu.nber cr 
. offences rcpo;-tc:d 

Percentagl.. of: . 
offences reported 

159 46'7-
..... 32 2-0 

12 0'1 
112 6'9 
73' 4'5 

f." 

50 3'0 
6 (1,044) 0'4 (64'2) 

.." •• tII fI8 7·2 

432 26·6 
33 (583) I 2'0 (35'S) 

l--------~I-·---------1,627 . 100-0 

" Thisinctuu~ the rl!ports for aU or Edinburgh and one district in Glasgow which wl!re subse-
quently prepared for and/or de:11t with ·by the courtS. , 
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between f:lm~li' members lis mer.e likely .to b! unth:r-r~portcd comp':l.f'cd to other 
forms of vidence because .it occurs .in prh'<l:te places ,bctw~en peoplt! who know c;lch 
othC'f • .and il~ is more .lik.dy ·to ,be as:;oc!:!.tcc! with u fcar of subsequent assault ,Uld 
a sense of u,!C'lplr.::ssness -and sh::l.m<!. M:.tny wom~n ,have nevcr 10kl anyone that they 
oaye been repeatedly nssaultcd, others have c::onftclcd in friends, neighbours or 
rc:Jath-e:s but have never used t·he police. Tho~e who ·have: ,repOft,.:d the: :l.SS:l.ults to 
the police or llny other .;:J.uthodty do so very ,infrcqucr.tly. The srear majority of 
:l-ssaults cn wives and chHdren simply never app:!ar in any officbl ·records. It should 
also be noted .that C:lS;:S of violence directed at children may b~ morc likely to be 
reported to s...."'C~1 wcrk::.rs nnd ,to me.di\Y.'..1 staff than to the po~ice. As such, the. 
proportions represented .here probably somewhat under-represent cbildren. 

The ,infcrm::'L:Vn in Figures I, H. and 111 is b~ on data from 928" individual 
cases bkcn from police blotters and court records.! Although the analysis of the.s:: 
cases ·has on'ly just begun, It is ,poSsible to gain some il1.!l!!;ht .Into ,the ·re:bt:'onship be-
tw>!en viol:::nce dircct!'<i at wives -and that which is directed ~t children. . 

It ca.n be se-en .i.. Figu:re I ·that very few cases of wife a$S2;1.l'lt =tetually involve a 
second victim (13 per cent). This is ovenvhelming e'{idence th:l.t there is ycry litt!!: 
direct relutionship between the actual violence which lS directed at wives and th,flt 
which is directed at olb;;,r individu'l.\s, includi:!.g c.'-Utdren. Assau:lts on ,YlveS tend/on. 
b~ dir::cted only Zl! the wife, and seklcm -is anyor.e else: asS3.ulted duri~g such' ~n 
eplsO<le. Of .those ~ in which a s~cond .person was ass.:!.ulted. ~t was most often. 
as th~ r-..sutt of attempts to inteevene. . 

. A breakdovrn of the 122 cases in \ ... ~hich a second. victim was ·t,·lVclve::l, (F.igure II). 
ilIustI":l:tes the number of c~ .m which child.:-~n v,-ere ass:'wted, and ~!so breaks 
the category of children down by age a::ld sex. This sh-,ws 'that on the ,rare occasions 
when ,there .is a S-..>t:Ond v.ictim l.,."lYol..-ed in a v,if;: as>.luIt, it is most 'lik.ely to be a 
cmld (6.2 cases). Th~ is followed -by oth::r adult ,relatives (33 cases), a.cquaintances 
(17 cas:s), pollGC (9 cases) and s~rangers.{l C3.Se). 

A closer examm:l,t;!on of the age and sex of tnose children who \vcre the second 
'Victims in cas:.i of wife assault .musi:~t:::s tn:!.t ;.d.cl~nts (15 to 19 yenrs) ".rid yOU.:lg 
cruldren (14 y~ and unQe:r) were equa:i.ly Uk!:ly to be o.s.::.:l.ultcd, 29 and 28 C3.S-;!S 

respecti'/ely. lIt stands to :r.eason ,tb:J.t adult chiIdr¢n :represent a-much. sml.!!..:r 
number of cas:s {7) since .they are -less -likely to be in ·t..'1e 'ho~hDld when violence 

,_ jnC;:.dents occur. 

Yotfng chHdr-en and o.do!e.scents 2!re equ~IIy m:ely .to b~ the s~ond vict~ in a 
wife assault case, and·a close .inspection of the pubUc :l~unt.:> of the epIsodes re:ve:ilIs 
some 'possible re:!...'>Ons for this ~I't\'olvement. The ·ir.ctdents of adolescent assil1.l1ts 
probably ·reflects the::r greater ..awo..rene.s;i of ,the events taking Jjlace and -th.eir io-· 
creased wllli:1.gncss and 'ab1lltyto intervene. Although young cm!dren are orten 
assaulted for similar .reasons, man.y or them are too young to be fully aware of' what 
is 'happening or ·to make attempts ·at ,intervention. T,he assault of..young ch5ldren is 
often a::cident:l!, and ocet.rs simply becaus~ tl~,'1 are in the way of a ,blow which 
is directed at !ohe wif~. .. . 

It is important to note that in all age groups it is the female child who is most 
likely to. ~me the s.~ond ·victim. Adolescent girls make up the largest clltegorJ 

• (23 cases), followed by young girls (17 cases). It is po~sible that females are morc 
likely to inte.-rvene (in cases in which int'!evention is the re2.S"ln for the :1SS2.ult). It 
is also possible that when males intcI"'Iene they ao so more efi'ectivdy than females, 
and are thus less likely to be assaulted themselves. Although the .strength differential 
between male and .female children m~ght ·~id in the c:tplan:!.tion of why f.errules are 

. .assaulted mor.e f.requently ,than their brothers. it would seem .to be very ioncquilotc 
. as a general .expl:l.nltion. Thls ,becomes most ob~:ious when one considers the 

str:ngth differential beotween fath¢t'S and ,c:11 .but ,Ute ·most adult .ch5Idren. But:'.l far 
mor.e lmport:U1t factor medG.ting ngainst even the strongest cWld taking an active . . . 

1 These C:l5eS includ<! the: 759 in TAIlLt!l I. II nnd m as we!1:as 169 nddition~1 cases rrom 1974-
which 3p'peared in tn.'! ~olice blotlet bp% did Dot ::!PPe:J.c in the court roXorus either bec::r.use they 
wed to :loother couet or b-.!c::r.usc: there: is as yet no lin:}1 dispositior;l. ' 

. ~ 

......... 
. .... ~.~~.-~ 

I 

I 

I 
III 

I 

-j 



" 
.. : 

.' 

SELECT COMMtTIEE ON VlOLENCG Ii-t TlIl! FAMILY 145 

SEC 0 !{. D v.r CT r H S 

FIGURE I 

CASE OY wrr:: /,55.U;I! DiVOlY))'"G 
A szco:-m VICl'L~ 

.... 

FICURl: II 

sa:O:-ll VIC!L'iS ~ ilIF'::: :.ss;·m:r CASES 

srP~1..'{~~.s 

POlICE 

. ' , 

}.CQU ... IN IJ,.'{ C.ES 
mHJ:ll PZLUIVES 
J"j .. t. CIU!.Dfmi 

}.DUll' CHIID 
ADOt.. CHIID 
l'Ol!:G CH!ID 

o 10 20 ~o 40 so 60 10 
• (II tiMaER) 

HUHBER .. 122 

' . 

KAlE ... ('1'" ,.1 
fP{AlEaD 

... - .' 

"" 

~ 
~. 
I 

'. 
r 
! 
~ 

I 
f 
l~ 
}'f 
,~ 

If 
~ 
~ 

i 
~ 

i 
f 

I 
. -.. 

," 

-. 



'. 

146 APPENDICES TO TIlE MINUTES Or: eVIDENCE TAKEN IlEfORE THE 

and ·truly cITecbive .pJ.r.t .in stopping 'his or 'hor fathor fr.om hi-ttin?, .their mother'~ 
.the di!reron~i:ll of power C!nd authority \".hich means that the child has no .real 'right." 
to tntcrvene eyen if ~t js for no go<xl r<!.1.SOn. 

A more 'tcrti:abte oCxpla:naL'on would seem ·to·be that d:J.ughters, ·like .their moilic:.n. 
llre more Jlkely to be seen .as appropr.:J.te victi.ms of .assau-lt. ·It:is women and ch!:!drcn 
who are defined as those over whom it is appropriate to exercise the greatest 
anlount of con.trol. T,hisbJ..Slc relationship is ren~ted in dl of our soc~:ll institu!.!ons 
and irl most of the attitudes conceming .the acceptn.ble !I'elabionship ;b;:,tWC'C . .'l ohildren 
and parents nnd between wives and husbands. Sincc.violencc is one mean:: of exercis­
ing control or quelling potentbl.tnrc:tts to it, it is undel'$t:1.ndable thal,th,;>~ ,,:ho ?.l'e 
defined as the appropriate reciptents of control arc also .those most Jikely ,to ~comc 
the victims 'Of .j,ts ultim~te exercise, .... ioknce. Women and childr.;n m'e e::\.pec'.tcci. 
to be controlled arid ·thus .oCcome the 'appropr!.:l.te' victims of family .violence. In 
this sens~ ,female cmldren would ·be l1}ore 'appropriate' ·victims the>.n thci.r.b.I'Ct.:h¢!s. 

The :ter:rn 'appropriate' I!s :used ·to ~mply .thi:l:t ther-! ~re vory strong ·attitudes whldr 
refleot thl! 'basic right' of some members of the fn.rrrily (p3!rents and husbands) to 
control otti:er members (chtldren and wi .... es), 'even if it .r.equires .the use .of physicu. 
force. These a:ttitudes are not Ol"Jy -held by ·md.biduO:! family members <mt ::I.re· 
also accepted -oUld supported 'by ·representatives of m03t of the so~:l ·ngenci~. The 
use of physi<:a.l ccercon as a m~.s of g~ng or mci...tci.n:ing contl!Ol is accepted by 
individuals :md agencies a!lL'.;:e. 

It is only when such coercion becomes too excessive, too blatant 0.(' a public 
nuisance that it is deemed inappropriate. It is not that control and physical coercion 
are deemed inappropriate but that there is a level beyond which it is seen as in­
;lppropriate. It is only.Ahen these limits are violated that· interveI'ltion or attempts 
at prohibition are deemed necessary and/or appropri~te. 
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Although wives and child.ren arl~ both "appropri:\!t:" victims of violence, there 
appears to be no dire-ct. Co.U:i::l! rd:ltionships bdw~l!n assauits which-arc dit)!.::!!!c.\ ,"t 

. wives :lnu thost! which an.: din:ctcd at <.:hildreo_ n.arc1y b n scccnd p!!rso~ e'ler 
. assaulted when 0 wife: is being ::Issaulted. In tho:! few cases in which chilurcn :\rc. 

nss:lll.ltcd it nppcars to b:! the ft~$llit either of a thw::uicd intcrvt!!10on attempt or of 
nn accidental blow which is directed at the wife. In such cases childrt!fl do not 
appenr to be singled Ollt as primary tarCets nor docs there 'IPPC~r to be any rcasOn. 
to believe that on one occasion the wife is assaulted (tnd on .1l1Othcr it h lh~ I.'hild. 
The wife is clearly singled out ::IS the prim:lry t:!.rget not the child. Child abtl~c nrld 
dirc!c~ assaults on childn:n clearly appe~r to be a separate lInd diCfercnt ph:::nc:nlelloll. 

Although there appears to be little relationship between the assaults on wiws nnd 
those on children, the childrt!i1..."t,~~"'-do b:::'col.1e involved, as witnesses. Figure III 
illustrates th:1t of the 1014 witnesses used in th'! 928 .... {ife ass:1.ult ca.ses examined, 50 
per cr!nt of them were children. They rcprcseated the largest group of witnesses, 
followed by ucqu:J.intances (23 per cent); the wife's rebtivcs (12 per C~!1t) and police­
and :tr::lngers, (5 per cent each). The bre:J.k-down of the category of children by nz::: 
and sex, SllQWS the grc:<t use of children under fourteen ye:J.rs of 2.ge. 

Although more informati<:ln has been g::lthercd concerning the role of children in 
wife assaults, most of jt is stil! in the pre:::::s;; of being analysed. However, the most 
impo.timt finding de:J.r!y does not support the concentr<!tio:1 that there i:; :my 
direct casual reiationship between child a.buse and wife assaults. The involv~lIl~llt 
of c!lildrcn is in a secondary c:J.pacity as witnesses. . 
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