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·Foreword 

.) 

Robert L. Doss, Jr.· 

The fourth year of existence of the Judicial Council of Georgia/Administrative Office of 
the Courts was one of change and maturity. In 1973 the General Assembly created the 
agency and assigned to it the responsibility of studying the courts, making recommendations 
for their improvement and assisting local judicial personnel with problems affecting court 
operc:tion. The Administrative Office of the Courts has, during fiscal year 1977, continued 
to discharge its statutory responsibility as it completed several majo!studies and initiated 
programs to improve the operations of the courts and the administration of justice in this 
State. 

" System-wide projects and studies completed by the Administrative Office of the Courts 
provide primary and comprehensive data on the workloads and operations of the courts of 
this State. The studies form a firat factual fovndation for evaluating the needs and 
resources of the judicial system. A statewide study of courthouse facilities was completed, a 
masterplan for the juvenile justice system waS published, long-range goals Jor the judiciary 
Were being developed and accurate caseload data was collected for the four principal courts 
of record. . . ~ . . . .. ... .. . . 

Development of a comprehenSIve program of contInumg educatIon for the JudIcIary.was 
planned with the creation of the Judicial College of Georgia. Plans and progra:ms for using 
available federal funds for improvements to the State's courts are being developed and 
coordinated by the newly appointed Judicial Planning Committee. The implementation of the 
Judicial Administration Act of 1976 established ten administrative diptricts and brought a 
greater.degree of uniformity to the courts system in the State. Additionaljudicialmanpower 
was provided for eight .circuits having critically high workloads by the creation of n~w 
su.peri~r court judgeships by. the General Assembly upon reco~mendation of~e Judicial 
CounCIl. , . ~ ., dJ 

This Annual Report presents a reView of how the Administrative Office of the Courts has 
discharged its statutory responsibility by alding localcourt~ti)conducting studies, making 
recommendations for changes and other activities. Summaires of the judicial work of the 
principal c;purts of record andjl. revi~w of the projects and programs coordinated by the 
court administrators for the Judicial administrati\i:,e. di,strietsare also presented. 

The Administrative Office of the Courts welcomes questions and COmmentS,on its 
activities and accoIl}plishment~ as it continues to. discharge its responsibility by develoPIng 
programs and projects that address the needs of the courts of Georgia. . . 

Sincerely, .. 

D @cl I." fJ~t 
Robert L· Doss/Jr.~ f'··. 

Director ... 
Administrative Of:fiee of the Courts 
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Judicial Council of Georgia ___ _.----

Increasing maturity marked the fourth year, of 
existence of the Judicial Council of Georgia and its 
service arm, the Administrative Office of the 
Courts (AOC). During the past fiscal year the 
Council was involved in several important changes 
which are expected to improve the administration 
of justice and the operations of the courts of 
Georgia. 

Charged by law with studying the work of the 
courts, assisting judges and other judicial personnel 
and making recommendations for improvements in 
the courts (Ga. Laws 1973, I? 288), the Council 
placed special emphasis on several areas during 
fiscal, year 1977. 

The Council assisted in the implementation of 
the Judicial Administrative Act of 1976 (see 
Appendix Four). The act established ten judicial 
administrative districts in the state and a frame­
work for identifying::;the needs of courts within 
each district and, coordinating programs and 
resQurces to meet these needs. ' 

'" The Judicial Council's concern for increasing the 
opportunities for continuing education for the 
judiciary was shown by its establishment of the 
Judicial College of Georgia. The college will tackle 
the task of developing a comprehensive program 
from the existing patchwork of educational 
opportunities-seminars, workshops and other 
training sessions. 

Planning for the use of federal funds available 
for courts programs and improvements was 
ensured by the formation of theJudicial Planning 
Committe:,e. The committee will coordinate and ' 
organize planning efforts and assjst local courts in 
preparing applications for federal' grants. , 

An analysis of annual caseload st.atistiCs collected 
on the major courts of record in the: state: provides 

7 

the Council with a sound basis for evaluating the 
need for additional judicial manpower. Eight new 
superior court judgeships were created by the 1977 
General Assemblyupon Council recommendati,~)Us 
which cited the particularly heavy workloads iri 
fhese circuits. c 

Nine judges of courts of record and two /; 
members of the State Bar of Georgia comprise the 
Judicial CounciL Created in 1973 by an act oBhe 
General Assembly, the Council has use'a its first 
years to build a foundation of previously 
uncollected facts and figures on the courts of the 
state. During fiscal year 1977 several maJor studies 
were completed which examined the state of 
Georgia's courthouses, surveyed records-keeping 
practices and procedures in the courts and 
produced a masterplan for improving the juvenile 
justice system. Fun_ded for the most part by one­
time grants of federal money, primarily from the 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 
(LEAA), these and other, studiesofthe state's 
courts have provided the primary information 
necessary for the Council to analyze and evaluate, ' 
the needs of the courts, .r:ecommend improvements' 
and plan for future programs and projects to 
address both existing and projected needs. 

Through its programs and practices the Judicial" 
Council QfGeorgia is building a more 'ef£icientand 
effective judicial bFanch of government. The 
development of plans for the future of the 
courts~through the formulation of long-range 
goals for the courts system, recommendations Jor 
the revision of the Judicial' Article of the Sta te 
Constitution and other effQrts:-,wiilhelp the 
courts keep pace with t,he growing demands On the 
judicial system in Georgia. . 

q 



• c 

Cl 

MEMBERS OF T'HE 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GEORGIA 

(July 1, 1976 - June 30, 1977) 

Judge G. Ernest Tidwell, C111!irmrln 
Superior Court 
Atlanta Judicial Circuit 
Atlanta 

Judge Marion T. Pope, Jr. 
Secrelnry-TrenslIrer, 7/1/76-3/1/77 
Vice Chnirmnli/ 3/1/77-6/30/77 
Superior C6urt 
Blue Ridge JudiCial Circuit 
Canton 

Judge Irwin W. Stolz, Jr. 
Vice Clmir11lclIl, 7/1/76-3/1-77* 
Georgia Court ofAppeais 
Atlanta 

" 

Judge Julian Webb 
Secrelnry-TrenslIrer, 3/1/77-6/30/77 
Georgia Court of Appeals 
Atlanta 

See Appendix Three for members of the Jlldicial Council since its creation in 1973. 

7 "Judge Stolz resigned from the Court of Appeals effective March 1, 1977. 
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Judge Francis W. Allen 
State Court of Bulloch County 
Statesboro 

Judge Frank S. Chf!atham, Jr. 
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Savannah 

,Harold G. Clarke 
President 
State Bar of Geqrgia 
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Atlanta 
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Atlanta 
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Superior Court 
Oconee Judicial Circuit v 

Eastman 

JudgePaulW. Painter 
Superior Court 
Lookout Mounfain JUc:!idal Circuit 
Rossville ' 
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Judge: William, K. Stanley 
p.robate Court ,of Bibb County 
Macon 
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The legislative, judicial, and executive po~ers shall 

forever remain separate and distinct, and no person 

discharging the duties of one, shall, at the same time, 

exercise the functions of either of the others, except as 
u 

herein provided. 

Constitution 

State, of Georgia " 
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Administrative Office of the Courts ___ _ 
(~ 

The responsibility of the Administrative Office 
of the Courts to study and assist the .courts and 
make recommendations for their improvement is 
spelled out as eight primary duties in the 1973 act 
which created the Judicial CounciliAOC. 

Consulting with and assisting judges and other 
court personnel in matters of court administration 
is a broadly defin~d duty wpich has permitted the 
development of the AOC along functional lines 
necessary to address the needs of the courts: 
Technical assistance to courts was provided by the 
AOC in such areas as facilities, records. manage-

IJment, jury management and information systems. 
-!! Benchbooks and manuals and special short-term 

projects answered other court needs, 
A dosely:, related duty requires the AOC to 

examine the administrative and business methods 
and systems used in the judicial system and make 
recommendations for their improvement. The 
AOC was involved last year in helping courts 
improve jury management pr'ocedures and 
practices, developing model court rules and 
de.yeloping models for testing computer-based 
information systems for courts. A Survey of Records 
Keeping in Georgia Courts completed last fiscal year 
views records management practices and. proce­
dures in courts throughout the state. The compila­
tion of this information was an impoJ,"tant first step 
inpermitting the AOC to carry out its duty to 

., .examine the state of courts' dockets. Besides 
cP providing technical assistance in records manage­

ment, the Administrative Office of the Courts 
worked with individual courts to introduce and 
install model docket books. 

. ThE! AOe's (innua! col,lection of d.ata on the case­
loads of the major ccmrtS' of record is in keeping 
with its duty to compile statistical and financial 
data and other infotmation on the judicial work of 
the courts. More detailed and more accurate 

. statistics were collected and analyzed last year. 
0 0 Other limited .studies completed last year include 

,,'> 
. one on the office of justice of the peace and a five-
yeilranalysis of caseload data which shows the 
couds keeping pace with dramatic increases in the 

"number of cases filed. 

o 
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The AOC is also required to act as fiscal and 
budget officer for the judicial system and to 
prepare budget estimates of state appropriations-' 
necessary for the maintenance and operation of the 
judicial system. Besides fulfilling this function for 
several judicial agencies, the AOe administers 
federal funds in the form of grants from LEA A . 
and the Office of Highway Safety and assists 
courts, on the local and district levels in preparing 
individual grant applications. ' 

Another major duty defined by law is the formu­
lation and submission of recommendations for the 
improvement of the judicial system. The develop­
ment of long-range goals for the courts and a 
masterplan for the juvenile justice system, the 
work of the newly formed JudicialPlanning 
Committee and the recommendations for revision 
of the Judicial Article of the State Constitution 
'spell out specific system-wide recommendations for 
improving the administration of justice in Georgia. 
The need for physical improvements to court- " 
houses and cour~rooms was pointed out ina four­
volume study oH::ourthouse facilities completed 
last year. . 

Additional duties assigned to'the AOC by the 
Judicial Council during fiscal ye~r 1977 whe 
primarily in the areas of education aJ,'ld communi­
cations. A specific duty to produce an annual 
report on the work of the courts and on the 
activities of the AOC was one of many efforts to 
disseminate information to judicial personnel and 
to the public. While the birth of the Judicial 
College was the most visible event in the area of. 
education, the Administrative Office of the Courts 
continued its involvement in seminars, workshops 
and of her train:ing opportunities for judicial system 
pei'sonnel. 

The specific duties of the Administrative Office 
of the Courts"are closely related to each other. The 
AOC coordinates its activities along functional 
lines which group s.imilar services and avoid dupli­
cation of efforts. A review of the adivities of the 
Administrative Office of the CQurts during fiscal 
year 19,~? follows. 
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Aoe Organization in Fiscal Year 1978* 

() 

*Due to organizational changes made shOJ)llly after the end 
of fiscal year 1977, this chart is included in U:{is report to 
present a current picture of AOe organization. 
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Administration _________ ..... ____ ~_ 

Grant administration, budget 
preparation, legislative updates 
and other services were ways the 
Administrative Office of the 
Courts fulfilled its responsibili­
ties to assist and provide 
requested services to judges and 
other court personnel and to act 
as fiscal officer for the judicial 
system. 

During fiscal year 1977 the 
AOC administered seven federal 
grants. These funds, awarded 
through the State Crime Com­
mission, were grants from the 
Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration and the Office of 
Highway Safety of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. 
One-time, system-wide studies­
of facilities and records-keeping 
practices-and projects..;.-develop­
ing long-range goals for courts 
and a masterplan for the juvenile 
justice syst~m-whkh were 
funded by these grants could not 
have been completed with()ut 
federal assistance. Courts on the 
local, county and district levels 
were assisted by the AOC in 
preparing grant applications for 
individual projects. Information 
was collected by the AOC for 
the application for thegrartt to 
fund the judicialPlann,ing Com­
mittee( a grouptesponsible for 
coordinating planning for the use 
'of available federal funds for 
courts projects, and improve­
m.ents on a yearly basis. 

The AOC prepared budget 
estimates and served as fiscal 
officer for the Superior Courts 
Sentence Review Panel, the 
Judicial Qualifications Commis-

, sion, the Council of Juvenile 
Court Judges and the Board of 
Court Reporting. The AOC also 
prepared budget estimates for 
the superior courts. 

Under the supervision 
and direction of the 
Judicial Councit the Admin­
istrative Office of the 
Courts shan perform the 
following duties: 

Consult wiih and assist 
judges, administrators, 
clerks of court and other 
officers and employees of 
the court pertaining to 
matters relating to court 
administration and provide 
such services as requested. 

A weekly report on legislation 
was distributed to judges, legis­
lators and other judicial per­
sonnel by the AOC while the 
GenetalAssemhly was in session. 
The Judicial Legislative Log listed 
n¢w legislation and the status of 

15 

previously introduced bills. The 
progress of Judicial Council-" 
endorsed legislation was tracked 
in this publication, a joint efJort 
of the legal services and commu­
nications sections. 

A judicial-legislative confer-
ence at Callaway Gardens was 
sponsored~by the Judicial ,Council 
to provide a forum' for ,com.mu­
nication between the jUdicial and " 
legislative branches of govern- ' 
ment prior to the convening of 
the legislature. After the General 
Assembly adjourned, the AOC 
presented review? of legislatiqn 
passed during the 1977 session at 
seminars for state and probate 
court judges "and superior court~ 
c1erks~ 

Other non-technical assistC\nce 
to courts was provided by the 
AOC in several areas. A list was 
maintained of superior court 
judges and senior judges avail­
able to sit in another circuit 
when a judgebecame ill or dis- '. 
qualified. During fiscal year 
1977, senior judges provided 
additiol1al judicial ~anpowet by 
Working a total oEl,I'73 .days.·. . 

Opinions oHhe attorney 
general on court-related issues 
were mailed to . superior court 
judges. Inquiries about the duties 
and fees ofcourtreporterswel.'e ; 
answered, and several legal '. 
Opinions were issued byfhe legal 
services section in respon$e to 
specific requests, ' 

1\ 
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State Appropriations for the Judiciary 
(Fiscal Year 1977: July I, I976-June 30, 1977) 

Judicial Budget 
$10,098,391 

.52 per cent 
liz of 1% 

... under the supervi­
sion and direction of the 
J udidal Council, the· 
Administrative Office of ... 
the Courts shall perform 
the following duties ... 

Act as fiscal officer and 
prepare and submit budget 
estimates of state appro­
priations necessary for the 
mainten<!nce and operation 
of the judicial system. 

Five-Year Comparison for Judicial Budget 
(1974-1978) 

Total State Percent of 
Fiscal Year Appropriation Amt. Increase Judicial Increase State Budget 

1974 $1,675,135,460 $316,406,086 $7,954,483 $1;343,170 .0047 
1975 1,702,971,922 27,836,462 9,022,277 
1976 1,841,125,219 138,153,297 9,828,414 
1977 1,890,095,530 48,970,311 10,098,391 
1978 2,143,976,000 253,880,470 11,250,927 

FISCAL YEAR 1977 
JUDlCIAL APPROPRIATION 

($1.0,098;391) 

" 

Prosecuting Attorneys' Council 
,000) Administrative Office of the Courts 

($ 72,0(0) Appellate Court Reports 
($ 40,000) Council of Juvenile ~OlJrt Judges 
($ 36,046) Sentence Review Panel 
($ 10,000) Judidal Qualifications Commission 
($ ",500) Board of Court Rej(orting 

. 16 . 

1,067,794 .0053 
806,137 .0053 
269,977 .0053 

1,152,536 .0052 

FISCAL YEAR 1978 
JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION 

($11,250,927) 

116, 
($44,556) 
($39,211) 
($30,000) 

($8,000) 
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if Cornmunications _____ ..... ___ '" ____ ...... 

Tl:}rough the regular commu­
nications efforts of the Judicial 
Council! Administrative Office of 
the Courts, the public learns of 
innovations and improvements in 
the courts system and judiCial 
personnel are made aware of 
resources, programs and projects 
which might be adaptable to the 
needs of local courts. 

Informing judicial system 
personnel and the public about 
court-related news and the 
acfivi ties of the Council! AOC 
last year took the form of publi­
cations and press releases as well 
as responses to individual 
requests for information abouJ 
the courts and their operations. 

More than seventy news 
releases were issued during fiscal 
year 1977. These Were designed 
to inform the media and the 
public of new developments in 

. . . under the supervision and direction of the 
Judi(ial Council, the Administrative Office of the 
Courts shall perform the following duties .... 

Prepare and publish an annual report on the 
work of the courts and on the activities of the 
Administrative Office of the Court5~ 

the courts system, results of 
studies and surveys conducted by 
the AOC and other news. An 
informational brochure describ­
ing the Judicial CouncillAdminis­
travive Office of the Courts and 
its activities Was also produced. 

Five issues of the Georgia COiJrfs 
Journal were distributed to courts 
system personnel. The Journal 
reports on the activities of the 
Council/AOC and features arti­
cles on how courts are solving 
problems in areas such as facili-

17 

ties, records and' jury manage­
ment and presents information 
on current programs and 
practices of court administration. 
Included this year were reports 
on the activities of the newly <> 
formed judicial administrative 
districts. 

For a second year, the AOC ,. q 

published a Georgia Courts Direa­
tory, providing in a single publica­
tion names, addresses and tele- ' 
phone numbers of court 
personne,} in Georgia. 

A Public Relations Digest, a 
compendium of news articles and 
editorials relating ttl the co~rts 
clipped from news~apers in .the 

" state, waS prepared monthly. 
Intended originally for Judicial 
Council members~the Digest is. 
nOW distributed to.morethan 

j; fifty others, including some 
v members'oftheGeneral 

Assembly, di,scrict<l;dministrative 
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judges and district court 
administrators. 

A duty specifically assigned by 
law to the AOC is the produc­
tion of an annual report on the 
work of the courts and the 
activities of the Administrative 

Education 
The creation of a judicial 

college to provide the structure 
for a more comprehensive 

, program of educational opportu­
nitieS for Georgia's judicial 
personnet was the major activity 
'Of the Judicial Council in the area 
of education during last fiscal 
year. 

Although ~raining sessions and 
workshops for the judiciary have 
been held for a number of years, 
these have not been developed 
into a structured program of 
continuing judicial education. 

.•. under the supervi­
sion and direction of the 
Judicial Council, the 
\1\.dministrative Office of 
the Courts shall perform 
the following duties ... 

em 

Perform such additional 
duties as may be assigned 
by the Judicial Circuit. 

To developsuch a program to 
answer the needs of judicial 
system personnel is the task of 
the newly named Boarod of 
Trustees of the Judicial College 
of Georgia. They are planning 

. the development of a program 
for continuing judicial education 
;and have made arrangements 
~'with the University of Georgia 
for the college to be located in 
Athens. 

Implementation of this educa­
tional program is still in the 
:Etlture, however, and the Admin-

Office of the Courts. The Third 
Annual Report of the Adminisfrative 
Office of the Courts provided a 
review of these activities during 
fiscal year 1976 and presented 
statistical information on the 
judicial workload for the state's 

istrative Office of the Courts has 
continued to coordinat~ many of 
the existing training sessions and 
seminarso During fiscal year 1977 
the AGC was involved in four­
teen educational programs: two 
superior court judges' seminars, 
a bench and· bar conference, one 
seminar each for juvenile court 
and probate court judges, four 

principal courts of .record during 
this period. 

Published studies, manuals and 
handbooks are discussed else­
where in this report. 

r· 

traffic judges' seminars, a 
seminar for superior court clerks, 
one state trial judges and solici­
tors' seminar, a justice of the 
peace seminar, an orientation 
session for new sta te court and 
superior court judges and a 
seminar for probation officers in 
independent probation systemso 

EdtlcationCOlIln1itfe~ 0 Judge Elmo Holt 
.... . °e SupetiorCootfrt 

. fudgi!Marcusll.Calhourl 0 o Atlant<i}udicIa!.Court 
C!trlirnfan; , .. . . . 
.0 .. Atlanta' . 
Superior Court J 0 d· . °Wo . 11 ··B· H" . . 
S 

. 0 I!. .}. ·d' aI··C . .. U ,ge, i is .. , tInt,; Jr. 
c oQtuetnOu .icii}:'cUlt Supe'ticirC;ourt ·, . . 
o T.homasvilIeHouston Judi,<:ial Circuit 
t .LW: Black .. Perry ,0, ..., . .. 

Dired6r<ofCourto'Sef.,viCes .~ .. '. Judge:,IJennislones ." ...... 00 

Cobb C()Urityluvenjl~ Cou.rf" ' J~vel1ile C0tl1;t QfD"eKil,lb Cpuhfy 
Marietta ... ··Dec<;ttur .. ' o. '0.. ...•• "."; .... 

oludge K~nl1ethB.;Foll,owill.o ... Jl.tdg~HarbinM.I<il\g 0 0 

... ~tate Cout:tof ~u!lcQgeeCoun!y Probate: Court of Gordon 
'€a:lhtiilri . ;; 0 • 

·ludge J9h~ S:LangfQrd,}r. 
:q'S ........ , ..... ··'"0.,0, 
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Juvenile Justice • 
I:,".' 

Developing plans and 
programs for improving the 
state's system of juvenile ju~tice 
was the primary focus of the 
AOes activities in this area 
during fiscal year 1977. 

The four-volume juvenile Justice 
Masterplan which presents the 
results of a two-year effort was 
'completed. The Masterplan 
eX,amines the current complex 
system of courts and services­
state, local and private-that 
form Georgia's juvenile justice 
sys tern and charts improvements 
to that system through reorgani­
zation. 

Involved in the development of 
this Masterplan were the Adminis­
trative Office of the Courts, the 
Council of Juve'nileCourt Judges 
and a special Juvenile Justice " 
Masterplan S~eedng Cqmmittee. 
(See page 68 forthe Annqal 
Report of the Council,of Juvenile 
Court Judges.) The Masterplan's ' 

" -

. . . unqer the"supervision and direction of the 
Jucl~cial CounciL the Administrative Office of the 
Courts shall perform the follo\Ying duties ... 

Examine the administrative and business 
methods and systems employed in the offices 

.. related to and serving the courts and make 
recommendations for necessary imprDvement. 

recocih1endations call for a coor­
dinated, more effective juvenile 
justice system which would 
incorporate and coordinate the 
various,agEmcies' and services 
t1:}at comprise the current 
system. These recommendations 
were presented at a conference. 
to apprOXimately two hundred 

.g.' persons involved in the juvenile 
" justice 'sxstem. 

The Administrative Office of" 
the Cb4rts worked with juvenile 
court'judges ami. theJuvenile 
Coutts Statewide Judicial Data 

''8)7S terns, Steering" Committeeilto 

19 

begin developing ,an information 
systemJor reporti~gdata on.th~ 
activities of the juvenile coutfs. 

. A considera~jon)n the develop­
ment,of this system IS the possi­
bility of incorporating the 
juvenile court model dockef 
books into an automated system 

'I in the future. Durin'g fiscal year 
1977, fifty-nine of thes'e"mod~l 
docket hooks-preprinted~ dos,kets 
of a standard size and format- . 
were orcjered fot the statf;!'s,:, 
ju.venil~ tourts} (See page 26fo~ " 
further information on tnodel ' 
dockets.) G' 

r:}, 

() 

j' 
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NaI1cy·Gre~n··; ; ... 
,Treasurer······ 

> ]u.njot;teagu€,!6fA H~hta. 
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'; .· .• Epito.ri.artdRupH9h~r . 
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. ,- /t ',"" .:'< . ~. " ".:-, 

.)~ TonyH~Hight 
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. PnJsec\tting Attorneys'Cbiif\Cil<. 
Atlal1til '. . ' . . 
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Ju..v~nile Court ofl'4\iscogee 
Q ··GO.Uhty ." , 

. ColumlJlls 

.6JohnMills .? '.' .. . 

Superi~tenden t oJSchoQ,Is 
.• Sylva):ua . ...•. 

Deborah Pelligrfno ." 
Program. Director . 

Louise;fioins6y.. 
Assistant PuBlicDefendet 

.... . ........ .... ··PultoXlc::ourtty.··· ,. 
. Services'Pr6gram '\AHanta·. . . . ", .. \.. 

, Mid,.tovYriBTanchi YMCA 
Atlanta. 
Capt W,R. Raines 
PeaceO£ficers As'sodaHon: of 

Georgia 
"r+'m·.,n·" of HUD;tah~eS9urces,o>,.(r' .'... . ~ 

Charles Hosch 
• High School Student·. 
Gainesville. 

, Marietta, '. 

Daniel 'Starnes 
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Decatui 

R.egional Dfr~ctor. . 
"NatiollalCotincil on Crimeanc;l. 
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Planning fIIIIIIII. ___ IIIIII!IIIISII ___ ...... _____ ~-_ 

Improvements to the courts 
system are most effective when 
they proceed in a planned, 
orderly fashion. Recommenda­
tions for such improvements 
take into consideration the rela­
tive importance of the various 
needs of the courts and are based 
on a thorough evaluation of 
current resources and practices. 

During fiscal year 1977 several 
major steps were taken to ensure 
that planning for court improve­
ments and programs would be 
handled on an orderly basis 
within a framework of priorities. 
Th~ creation of the Judicial Plan­
ning Committee OPC) by the 

Q Judicial Council, the development 
of long-range goals for the judi-

... under the supervision and direction of the 
Judicial Council, the Administrative Office of the 
Courts shall perform the following duties ... 

Formulate and submit recommendations for the 
improvement of the judicial s.ystem. 

cial system and the preparation 
of recommendations for revision 
of the Judicial Article of the 
State Constitution were primary 
planning activities. 
;' Represented on the Judicial 
Planning Committee are the 
various agencies involved with 
the courts. The JPC will serve as 
a mechanism for planning for the 
use of available federal funds to 
improve the courts. Funded by 
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an,LEAA grant awarded through 
the State Crime Commission, the 
Judicial Planning Committee is 
responsible for developing yearly 
plans for using these funds. 

The role of the JPC is to ( 
define, develop and coordinate 
pJ;'ograms which will be 
administered on the IQcal'imd 
district levels. Plans'for the 
entire judicial system including 
defense and prosecutIon 



pregra~s are ceerdinated by the 
IPe. The cemmittee also. reviews 
applications for grants fer fund­
ing ceurt pregrams. The JUdicial 
Planning Committee works 
closely with local and district 
judicial system personnel to 
identify problem areas and plan 
programs appropriate to these 
needs. 

The development er leng­
range goals fer the state's courts 
was assigned to. a fourteen­
persen committee. The Aoc 
assisted this Leng Range Plan­
ning Cemmittee in examining 
previously compiled planning 
documents. Frem an evaluation 
of these documents and their 
own observations ef the ceurts 
system, the committee began to 
develep long-range geals to. serve 
as guidelines in making improve­
ments to the judicial system. 
This. planning effert also was 
funded by an LEAA grpnt. 

Approaching the matter ef 
ceurts imprevements frem a 
censtitutional viewpeint was a 

. twenty-three-member committee. 
This greup, assisted by the 
Administrative Office of the 
Ceurts, studied the existing 
Judicial Article of the State 
Censtitutien to propese revisiens 
which would impreve the judicial 
system and the administration ef 
justice in the state. 

Develeping model rules ef 
ceurt was assigned to anether 
committee. This nine-member 
cemmittee began preparing a 
standard set of rules of court 
which can be adopted by individ..; 
ual ceurts. Adeption ef written 
rules of court will improve ceurt 
administration and encourage 
more uniform practices. 

Implementation of the 
recommendations and plans for 
courts improvements made by 
these groups is coordinated by 
the Administrative Office of the 
Courts and by the judicial admin­
istrative judges and their ceurt 
administrators. ~ . 

f} 
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Research and Published Studies 

"The Administrative Office of 
the Courts is charged by law 
with compiling statistical and 
financial data and other informa­
tion on the judicial work of the 
courts and their related offices. 
This compilation of basic data on 
the courts' work forms a vital 
link in the process of identifying 

the needs of the courts and is 
the foundation' for recommenda­
tions for improv;ements in the 
judicial system. 

Making the results of these 
studies of the cOUrts available is 
integral to the compIlation 
process so that information on 
the work of the courts Can be 
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used not only by theJudicial· 
Council! AOe and. the courts 
themselves to determinectirrent 
and projected needs, h'utalsbby 
varLous planning and legislative 
groups for.incorpotating .the' 

, developing needs of the judichd 
system. into the overall g(jverh~ 
ment structure. . 



Srnce the creation of the 
Judicial Council/AOC in 1973, 
the primary research effort has 
been the collection of caseload 
data on the major courts of 
record in the $tate for the annual 

. judgeship study. The Judicial 
Council evaluates the data pre­
sented in the judgeship study 
and considers other factors 
b:~fore making recommendations 
to the General AS$embly for the 
creatlol) of additional superior 
court judgeships in circuits 
demonstrating such a need. 

The annual judgeshipetudy 
includes statistics on court work­
loads for each circuit and pre­
sents the support provided to the 
superior courts by state, probate 
and juvenile courts. 

Data on the judicial workloads 
in the state were collected by 
AOC personnel through statis­
tics for fiscal 'year 1976. How­
ever, with the implementation of 
theJ'udicial Administra tion Act 
of 1976 (See page 40 and 
Appendix Four), plans were made 
for the district court administra­
tors to count cases and conduct 
inter~iews with court personnel 
in their districts about whether a 
need exists for additional judicial 
manpower. A seminar on the 
case counting procedures for the 

.~ctlfs tdct adm1histrators W1tS tori:' . 
°ducted by the AOe, and an 
instruction manual was also 
prepared. 

Revisions wete made in the 
definitions of terminology used 
in counting caseloads for fiscal 
year .1:977 to improve the aCcu­
Tp.-cY of th"e statistiCs. Standard 

.",-'l 

.. . under the supervision and direction of the 
Judicial Councit the Administrative Office of the 
Courts shall perform the following duties ... 

Compile statistical and financial data and other 
information on the judicial work of the courts and 
on the work of other offices related to and serving 
the cOU;1cts, which shall be provided by the courts. 

'definitions were developed and 
approved by a committee chaired 
by Superior Court Judge James 
B. O'Connor of the Oconee Judi­
cial Circuit. Also serving on this 

, committee were Judge Walter C. 
McMillan, Jr., Superior Court, 
Middle Judicial Circuit, Sanders­
ville, who is the administrative 
judge for the eighth judicial 
district, and Judge Asa D. Kelley; 
Jr., Superior Court, Dougherty 
Judicial CirclJit. 

The committee also instructed 
the AOC to collect for the first 
time data un the number and age 
of cases awaiting trial and open 
cases. This data will be presented 
in a separate published study. 

In addition to the Fourth Annual 
Report Regarding the Need for Addi­
tional Superior Court Judgeships in 
Georgia, the Judicial Council/ 
Administrative Office" of the 
Courts published three other 
studies and revised or developed 
several manuals and handbooks. 
A study in preparation at the end 
of fiscal year 1977 presents a 
summary of caseload statistics 
for the five-year period from 
19'71 to 1976. 
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The final volume of the Georgia 
Statewide Facilities Study and a 
manual developed from this 
study, Facility Standard and Design 
Guidelines, were published. This 
four-volume study of courthouse 
facilities inventories the physical 
conditions of every courthouse in 
the state and makes recommen­
d~tions for their improvement. 
The first part of this study, 
released in 1975, pointed out 
functional inadequacies in all but 
twenty-four of the state's 159 
courthouses. 

The Survey of Records Keeping in 
Georgia Courts} the result of a 
two-year effort, examines the 
status of records management in 
court-related office's. The AOC 
was assisted by judges and per­
sonnel of clerks' offices and 
probate court offices as well as 
by a records management steer­
ing committee in producing this 
survey. The AOC and law 
students collected and analyzed' 
the data on the r~cords-keeping 
p~ocedures and practices of thee 
primary courts of record in the 
state. , 

The Survey cites requirements 
for retaining certain records and 
makes recommendations for 
reducing or- eliminating problems 
of record keeping. The Survey not 
only presents the current state 
of records keeping in Georgia 
courts, but alsoO:'inakes specific. 
recommendations for improve~ 
ments in docket design, record­
ing methods and filing systems 
(see page 26). " .. 

. The Survey of Records Keeping 
" identified problems in the ' 



records area. The Record~_c)m­
rrdttee, in reviewing these find­
ings, developed the following 
goals: to make records keeping 
more efficient by eliminating 
unnecessary record~ and reduc­
ing paper flow; to reduce or 
eliminate record storage-'prob­
lems; to determine equipment 
needed for record keeping; to 
evaluate the usefulness of record 
keeping to courts, attorneys, liti­
gants and the public; and to 
design records that would coor~ 
dinate with other records of the 
criminal justice system. 

A Shorf Descripfive Study of the 
Office of the justice of the Peace in 

, Georgia presents information on 
the historical development of this 
office, the legal structure and the 
duties and responsibilities. Also 
included is information on the 

justices of the peace themselves 
~age, gender, occupation and 
method of selection. Other 
information on the site of the 
courts, fees collected, availability 
of the Georgia Code and caseload 
by type is included. 

A manual for traffic court 
judges wa~ completed and pub­
lished by the AOC, and develop­
ment was begun on the Clerks' 
Handbook. A section on jury 
management was completed, and 
development was begun on 
sections on records management 
and procedures for applying for 
review of sentences. Revision of 
the Probate Cou;t Judges Handbook' 
was also begun. The AOC con­
tinued to provide new judges 
with civil and criminal pattern 
jury instructions. 

Technical Assistance 
By necessity some of the Judi­

cial Council's recommendations 
for improvements to, the courts 
system and the administration of 
justice involve changes that may 
take years to realize. However, 
many current and pressing needs 
of the courts are met through 

{/ 

technical assistance provided by 
the Administrative Office of the 
Courts on the local and district 
hovels. 

This technical assistance makes 
available to the judicial system 
servJ~es which would not hI" 
feasible for local courts to main-

.. . under the supervi­
sion and direction of ' the " 
Judicial Council, the 
Administrative Office of 
the Courts shall perform 
the follOWing duties ... 

Examine the state of the 
dockets and practic'es and 
procedures of t1;te COUFts 
and make recommenda­
t~~ns ~or the expepition of 
lItIgatIon. ,. 

o 

tain. The courts, through the 
AOC, share the expertise of 
specialists in' records manage­
ment, facilities, jury manag~­
menf, information systems and 
other areas, without theexpertse 
to eachccQul'bo off.\.mdiiig~'a~fun .. -=~-=;,=;.o~ 
time position for service,S that 



are needed infrequently by an 
Individual court. 

By pro'3iding technical assist­
ance and other support to courts, 
the Administrative Office of the 
Courts fulfills its statutory 
responsibility fo consult with, 
assistanq] provide requested 
services to judges and other 
court personnel and to study and 
recommend improvements in the 
administrafive and business 
methods and systems of court-
related offices, " " 

. The AOC's most far'.::reaching c 

.~ activity in the area of records 
management during fiscal year 
1977 was the development and 
implementation of model docket 
books for the superior, state, 

-probate and juvenile cot.t'rts. -
Charged by law wi th the respon­
sibility of e('amining the dockets, 
the AOC contacted courts in 101 
counties to introduce the model 
docket books ~ith orders result­
ing. for 226 model docket books, 
at least one in eighty-seven 
counties (see map, page 30). 

These model docket books 
Were developed bya committee 
of judges and clerks of thE: 
superior, state, probate and juve­
nile courts; records management 
specialists; a court administrator; 

. and a statistics specialist. The ' 
~""."/"--'.-- -dpcKetlrare'ciesign-ed to' reduce 

common records-keeping 
problems and introduce a degree 

. of uniformity to the records and 
records-'keeping procedures in 
Georgia courts. 

The design of the preprinted 
dockets helps ensure rapid, legi­
ble entries of essential case infor­
mation. The standard size, 
format and information cate­
gories of the model dockets 
simplifies their use by the public 
and attorneys as well as by court 
personnel. 

The model dockets program 
addressed the lack of uniformity 

. of court records and recordsr/ 
keeping practiees flspointed out 
in the SHrvey.of Records Keeping ill 
Georgia Court •. Funded by an 

LEAP.. grant, the program pro,. 
vided the first docket book and 
instruction manual on its use at 
rtdcosl"to the court. Additional 
volumes cost about $70, a 
savings of more than half of the 
cost of the bound docket books 
presently in use in many 
counties. These bound dockets 
usually cos,t from $150 to $300. 
For each court implementing the 
model dockets, the AOC pre­
pared a report outlining that 
court's records-keeping proce­
dures and recommending 
improvements. 

Other activities in this area 
included the development of a 
section on records management 
for the Clerk's Handbook. Address­
ing the needs of specific courts, 
other assistance was provided in 
consolidating records, reorganiz­
ing space, developing local 
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records retention and destruction 
schedules and using microfilm 
f6r court records. 

Assistance in the area of fadiI,. 
ties improvements waS expanded 
during fiscal year 1977. Just 
"before the start of the fiscal 
year, the AOC employed an 
architect to serve as facilities 
consultant to the courts. 

The impetus for expanded 
services in facilities improvement 
came from the findings of the 
Georgia Statewide Facilities Study, the 
final volume of which was pub­
lished in fiscal year 1977. This 
study foreshadowed the many 
requests f6r assistance in this 

.,area. 
Thirty-five counties received 

AOCassistance in facilities. 
improvements (see map, page 
29). This technical assistance 
varied from the preparation of 



comprehensive studies of partic­
ular courthouses to the develop­
ment of programs for construc­
tion to technical advice to archi­
tects and counties on construc­
tion. In several cases, this techni­
cal assistance meant that 
counties met technical require­
ments for receiving federal funds 
under the Economic Develop­
ment Act (EDA) which financed 
the improvements to the court­
house facilities at no cost to the 
state or county. The AOC 
provided technical assistance to 
courthouse improvement projects 
which represent construction 
costs of almost $19 miliion in 
local, state and federal (EDA) 
funds. 
, Where possible, plans for 

improving and modernizing the 
physical facilities were coordi­
nated with· the space needs for 
records keeping and jury 
management. 

The AOCalso provided assis­
tance to courts in the area of 
automated information systems. 
During the past year the AOe, 
with LEAA funding, developed a 
model for a Statewide Judicial 
Information System (SJ1S) and,. 
provided technical assistance to' 
several counties considering 
adoption of this system as well 
-ltstucuunties aeVeloping their 
own automated information 
systems (see map, page 31). 

Information On the feasibility 
of implementing an automated I~ 
data system for the courts of the ~ 
state wa.s provided through th. e \:. 
SJIS proJect; The goal of the .~ 
project, in operation during the 
past two years, was to develop 
models from which predictions 
relating to statewide application 
could be made. 
C An automated system in the 
single-county Dougherty Judicial 
Circuit and a manual system in 

. the five-countyBlueRidge Judic 
cial Circuit were. testing sites of 
computer~based .applicationsior 

c, the courts system. 
The alltomated system 

involved retention of all superior· 

(\ J\ I 
court criminal case datal rrough 
the use of a computer khninal 
in the record room in the clerk's 
office. The manual system 
involved the collection of ca!)e 
data at key points in the case 
process through the use of 
comprehensive case forms. 

At the completion of this 
project, the AOC will have valu­
able information on the feasibil­
ity qf applying computer tech­
nology and data systems to the 
courts. 

Advice on automated juror 
systems was a part of the assist­
ance provided by the AOC in the 
area of jury management. Other 
technical assistance was provided 
to increase the efficient use of 
jurors and to decrease the overall 
cost to the counties of jury trials 
(see map, page 31). 

The procedures, practices and 
problems of jury management 
are addressed in a section pre- iJ 
pared for the Clerks' Handbook. 
This section examines the area of 
jury management in general and 
reviews the legal framework, 
cites current problems in the 
system and presents general 
rules. oEgood juror usage. The 
objective of this section is to 
improve the Cllrrent system by 
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assisting local counties in reduc­
ing the number of jurors and 
juror hours, the axrt6'unt of time 
and money spent operating the 
system and the amount of time 
judges and jurors spend waiting 
ior triafS to start. . 

Specific assistance in improv- C 

ing one county's jury manage'­
ment system was provided by 
the Administrative Office of the 
Courts to the Muscogee COllnty 
courts. At the request of local 
judges and court personnel, the 
A OC made a three-mon thstudy 
of the Muscogee jury system~and 
made recommendations for 
reducing the number of jurors' 
and the amount of idle juror 
time and thereby producing a 
savings for the cOJlnty. 

The jury pooling system 
designed for the multi,..judge, 
multi-court system~thecoun:ty 
has three trial courts, a state . 
court .and a municipal court and 
enough courJrooms for five 
simultaneous trials-was ,imple­
mented by the court system· with 
a projected savings of some 
$75,000 annually after the first 
year of operation. 

The AOe also served 1n an 
advis'ory capacity')in the develop~ 
ment of a film on the grand jury· 



.a 

process in Georgia. The film, 
Grand junJ: CorlF(:ience of the COlhmu­
nity, was produced by the Insti- " 
tute of Community and Area 
Development of the University 
bf Georgia and is intended as an 
orientation tool for newly 
selected grand jurors wbo have 
never before servedin'lhat 
capacity. 

Questionnaires to survey jury 
management practices through­
out the state Were developed. 
Superior court clerkswill be 
asked to provide information on 
draWing andsurnmoningjutors, 
jurororien.tation and compensa­
tion and other related matters. 
Judges will be asked for sugges­
tions for improvements in 

(; , '\ 

current procedures. 
Other assistance in improving 

the systems of the courts 
included the .development of a 
warrant tracking system in 
Coffee County. The AOC.estab-
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lished a traffic court lending 
library and worked with traffic 
court judges. in improving the 
reporting of traffic violations to 
the Department of Public Safety 
on the Uniform Traffic Citation 
Form. The AOC also assisted 
traffic courts in the establish.· 
ment of schools for persons 
convicted of driving under the 
influence of alcohol (our 
schools-see map, page 31). 
Small claims court judges were 
assisted by the AOC in establish­
ing an association, and technical 

. assistance in short-range projects 
was provided by the AOC at the 
request of local courts. 



Technical Assistance-Facilities Improvements 

•. ))~ 

l\ 

.. Comprehensive studies 

• Programs for construction 

• Technical advice to architect or 
county on cohstruction problem 

:~ il 
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Technical Assistance-Records Management 
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5 Number of model docket 
books installed 

• Other technical assistance 
in records keeping 
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Other Technical Assistance 
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• 
* 

S]IS technical assistance 

Probate court automated 
technical assistance ~ 

Q Automated jury technical assistance 

• Assistance in establishing DUr schools 

.... Jury management technical assistance 



The AOe at a Glance --------~ 
Administrative Districts 

'"~ 

Accomplished to Date: 
• Assisted the judges in implementation of 

the Judicial Administration Act of 1976. 

• Assisted in the hiring of district court 
administrators in the adnJinistrative 
districts (processed more than 750 appli­
cations for these positions). 

• Hired a district court administrators 
coordinator, 

• Obtained and administered a grant 
funding the district system. 

• Provided an orientation session for the 
district administrators. 

• Provided a comprehensive, week-long 
training session via the Institute for Court 
Management: 

• Continued to work with the admin"istra­
tive judges who have not yet hired court 
administrators. 

• Assisted administrators in determining 
and conducting projects. 

• Coordinated several administrative 
district meetings and activities. 

• Provided two-day training session for case 
counting. 

In Progress: 
• Provide support to Administrative 
- Districts, 

• Coordinate efforts in collecting and 
compiling caseload data. 

• Monthly meetings with district court' 
administrators at AOe. 

• Work with district court administrators to 
improve county law libraries. 

• Work with district court administrators in 
caseflow ma-nagement and case counting. 

• Evaluate effectiveness of district court 
administration project. 

To Be Accomplished: , 
• Continue to provide support to districts. 

• Continue monthly meetings. 
• Encourage hiring of district court 

.administrator in Fourth Judicial District .. 

iJ 
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Communications 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Issued five Georgia Courts Journals. 
• Issued one Annual Report. 

o Issued seventy news releases. 
• Assisted in preparation of five speeches. 
• Issued Georgia Courfs Directory. 
• Developed public information booth on 

Judicial CouncillAOe. 
• Published information brochure about the 

Judicial Council/AOe. 
• Coordinated 115 printing projects for 

AOe. 
• Helped coordinate Law Day activities in 

the state. 

In Progress: 
• Publication of Georgia Courts Journal. 
• Issuance of press releases on activities of 

Judicial Council/AOe. 

• Provide information about Judicial 
Council/AOe. 

To Be Accomplished: 
• Georgia Courts Directory for 1978. 

• Continue publication of Georgia Courts 
Journal. 

• Continue public dissemination of judicial 
_ in formation thr(llJgh preS$ r",leases, 

Court Reporting 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Administered two certification tests for 
court reporters. 

• Distributed copies of the Fee Schedule for 
Court Reporters to judicial personnd. 

• Revoked twenty-nine permits for failur~ 
to renew. 

• Placed a forty-five day deadline on return­
ing appli<::ations for certification after 
receiving notification of passing test. 

• Issued two' formal opinions on court 
reporting rules and regulations. 

• Put into effect the $15 charge on e?ch 
issue of temporary certification permit, 
effective February I, 1977. 

• Certified a total of 348' court reporters. 

i 
~ , 
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" Established the Georgia Certified Court 
Reporters Association. 

• Issued certificates to court reporters 
passing September 1977 test. 

In Progress: 
.. Review and improve certification test 

itself. Cj 

• Maintain referral service for certified 
court reporters. 

To Be Accomplished: 
• Revision and publication of rules and 

formal opinions of Board of Court 
Reporting. 

• Continue testing and certification oJ 
court reporters. ,~ 

Education 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Planned and implemented fourteen 
educational seminars: . 

Two superior court judges 
seminars; 

One bench and bar conference; 
One juvenile court judges 

seminar; 
Four traffic court judges seminars; 
One superior court clerks 

seminar; 
One state trial court judges and 

solicitors seminar; 
One judges of the probate court 

seminar; 
One justice of the peace seminar 

(provided funds for publica­
tions only); 

One new superior and state court 
judges orientation; 

One probation officers of inde­
pendent probation systems 
seminar. h 

• Esti=l~lished the Judicial College of Georgia 
and-named a board of trustees. 

• Conducted a detailed analysis on the cost 
of educational seminars in the last year 
and the cost of out-of-state training. 

Tn Progress: . 
• Planning, scheduling edu<:dional 

seminars for calendar year 1978. 

• Work with Judicial College in developing 
comprehensive training program. 0 

To Be Accomplished: 
• Develop compreh~nS1ve training program 

with Judicial College. 

Facilities 
• !/I'echnical assistance to thirty·Jive 

r
llcounties which involved renovations and 

~ construction totaling,$18.975 million and 
Ii categorized as ,follows: 

Three major planning studies; 
Nine EDA financial planrtingc 

efforts; 
Twenty-three architectural 

assistance projects. ~ 
• Responded to more than two hundred 

requests for copies of the State Facilities 
Study. 

• Published a public relations pamphlet on 
the Statewide Facilities Study. 

• Assisted in ICLE-sponsored national 
effort fOl' statewide accreditation of all 
courthouses. 

• Planned for an allocation program with 
EDA monies specifically for courthouses. 

• Developed inter-agency staff review 
process with state Historic Preservation 
Department. 

o Initiated development of.a regionalization 
feasibility study., 

In Progress: 

• Continued technical assistance to loccll 
courts., 

• Update inventory. 
• Implement masterplan. 

To Be Accomplished: 

• Technical assistance, 
• Update inventory. (J 
• Implement masterplan. 

Grants 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Administered thirteen block and discre­
tionary grants from the Law Enforcement 
Assistance Admjnistration. . 

• Aaministered two grants from the Office 
of Highway Safety. . . 

• Applied for fivenew grants fof fiscal year 
1978 (four were approyed for funding), . 



In Progress; 
• AssIst local courts in grant application and 

administration. 
e Administer tEAA grants for district court I 

administrators. 
" • Continue as fiscal officer for Judicial 

Qualifications Commission, Council of 
JuvenilE: Court Judges and Sentence 
Review Panel. 

" Work with Judicial Planning Committee in 
developing funding sources. 

" 
To Be Accomplished: 

• Further grant administration. 
• Continued as,sistance to local courts in 

grant applications. 

In.formation Systems 
Accomplished.to Date: 

• Operated criminal sub-systerrl{pilot 
program in Dougherty County and 
manual version in the Blue Ridge Judicial 
Circuit (this involved tracking 913 cases 
and 3,416 people including witnesses( 
plaintiffs, attorneys, defendants, judges, 
and other persons involved). 

" Completed criminal sub-system develop­
ment model for the state. 

• Completed state-level implementation 
plan which projected the cost to operate 
the SIIS systt;m. statewide. 

• Completed statewide operations require­
ment analysis for each agency to imple­
ment the criminal sub-system. 

• Designed files for storage for all caseload 
data dating back to 1973 for the major 
courts of record and produced 404-page 
caseload master file printout. 

• Maintained names and addresses of 
almost 3,000 persons and generated some 
60,000 address labels for mailing. 

• Assisted in the printing of the Georgia 
C(lII rts Directory, 

• Provided twq, case disposition reports to 
the Georgia Crime Information Center 
(included 512 defender units). 

• Produced the first summary reports for 
the DoughertyTest Project (this includes 
filings and the number of counts by 
offense types, comparisons of ages of 
defendants).Q1 
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II Conducted on-site assessments of nine 
counties developing their own 
information systems. 

• Provided technical assistance to seven 
counties which are developing some kind 
of automation within their courts (jury 
systems, probate judges, arrests, booking, 
etc.). 

• Coo?dinated the model records project 
with future automation needs. 

• Worked with the juvenile courts on devel­
opment of a juvenile justice information 
system. 

In Progress: 
II Change from in-house computer to leased 

time arrangement. 
G Provide assistance to local courts in 

development of computer applications. 

To Be Accomplished: 
,. Continue technical assistance. 

Juries 
Accomplished To Date: 

II Completed the Jury Management Manual 
of the Clerks' Handbook. 

• Devised a jury-pooling system for 
Muscogee CountYi they have conducted 
studies regarding establishment of com­
puterized jury selection system in Albany. 

., Conducted short-range studies in jury 
management for DeKalb( Chatham, 
Fulton, Long, Tattnall and Dougherty 
counties. .. -

In Progress: 
• Implement Albany jury management 

project. 

• Short-range jury management projects. 
• Plan for recommending legislation in jury 

management area. . 

• Administer jury questionnaires through 
district court administratorsJor statewide 
information on policies, procedures and 
mechanics of jury management. 

To Be Accomplished: 
• Continue technical assistance. 
• Recommend legislation in jury manage-

ment area. . 



Juvenile Justice 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Assisted in implementation of fifty-nine 
juvenile court docketing systems. 

• Completed the four volumes of Juvenile 
Justice Masterplan and held a conference 
regarding that masterplan. 

• Assisted the Judicial Liaison Committee. 
• Began development of a profile and quali­

ficatipns survey of juvenile court judges. 
• Endorsed six legislative measures (one 

passed); recommended GI.gainst passage of 
one piece of legislation. 

• Developed model for juvenile justice 
information system. 

• Provided technical assistance to the 
Muscogee County Juvenile Court in the 
caseflow area. 

In Progress: 
• Implement Masterplan. 
• Implement model docket system. 

To Be Accomplished: 
• Continue to implement Masterplan. 
• Continue to implement model docket 

system. 

Legal Services 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Continued operation and coordination of 
the Superior Court Judges' Pool. 

~ o~ Issued several legal opinions regarding 
such issues as habeas corpus and use of 
senior judges for research projects. 

• Supervising revision of the Probate Judges 
Handbook. 

• CheckE:d legal sufficiency of the Jury 
Management Manual. 

'\! ' 

• Issued an opinion on techniques of 
voir dire. 

• Assisted Judicial Article Committee on 
revision. 

While numy of {he projects oFthe AOe are by their nature 
111 the legal services area, the ,~oe ist10w receiving primary 
legal advice and guidance from l the Aftorney General's Office. 

~\ :/ 
" 
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Legislation 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Held Judicial L€gislative'Conference at 
Callaway Gardens. 

• Tracked legislation during 1977 Sessiot;1pf 
the General Assembly." 

• Produced weekly issues of the Legislative' 
Log during the 1977 General Assembly 
session. 

• Assisted the judges in drafting bills for 
introduction during 1977 session. 

• Recommended cthe addition of ten new 
superior court judgeships, eight of which 
were created. ' 

• Began compiling a budget for some of the 
courts in the state. 

• Passage of a salary bill providing for 
increases for secretari~s to superior court 
judges and district attorneys. 

In Progress: 
• Drafting of legislation in these areas: 

To provide additional compensation for 
judges. 
To provide for one law clerk for each. 
superior court judge. . 

To create the Judicial College .of Georgia. 
To clarify training .reimbursement for;\ 
judges. 
To provide for secretarjal support for . 
active senior judges. 
To provjde for court reporJers at state 
expense for active senior jUdges. 

To provide for inclusion of superior court 
judges in GIST system at state expense. 

To Be Accomplished: 
• Continue legislative tracking. 
• Recommendations for changes in 

legislCltiQn. 0 

• Continue production of wee~Iy Legislative 
Log during legislativesessiohs. 

Planning 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Screened all major repodsJssued in recent 
years and compiled their major recom­
mendations regarding court systems. 



.' Worked with the Long-Range Planning 
Committee in devising a summary of the 
twelve major planning goals to be accom­
plished in the future in Georgia's judicial 
system. 

• Spent last summer and fall following legis­
lation regarding the creation of the Judicial 
Planning Committee (JPC) 

• Followed passage of the IPC legislation 
included in the LEAA authorization, 
attended Kansas City meeting for 
explanation of the act. 

• Requested an opinion from LEAA regard­
ing who is authorized to name the IPe. 

e IPC met twice in the springtime. 
• Reviewed the 1978 plan and applications 

for funds on the 1977 plan. 
• Increased judicial representation on the. 

State Crime Commission to 20 percent. 

In ProgresS: 
• Ii Work with IPC. 

• Publication and distribution of goals 
developed by Long-Range Planning 
Committee. 

• Develop roles of various planning 
agencies. 

To Be Accomplished: 
• Continue work with JPc. 

~ecords 
Accomplished to Date: 

• S!!>ce the beginning of the model dockets 
project, a total of 230 courts in 105 counties 
have been contacted and 222 docket books 
have been ordered or implemented. 

• In each court in which model dockets were 
introduced, performed major manage­
ment survey of clerks' operation and 
delivered written report to each clerk on 
suggested improvements. 

• Technical assistance in such areas as 
microfilming, filing and numbering 
systems, records storage, and other areaS 
was given to four localities (Albany, 
DeKalbCounty, McIntosh County and 
Fulton County), 

• Development begun on the records 
section for the Clerks' Haildbaok. 

• Work was initiated on records retention 
and destruction schedules. 

36 

In Progress: 
• Draft legislation establishing committee 

of members of judiciary to review 
retention and destruction schedules for 
court records. 

• Implement model dockets system. 

To Be Accomplished: 
• . Continue implementing model dockets 

system. 
• Legislatioit for judicial committee to 

review records retention schedules. 

Research 
Accomplished to Date: 

• Conducted first statewide study regarding 
the need for additional Superior;,f2()'tlrt 
manpower. (I "\ 

• Completely revised case coun\~ng 1\ 
methodology for 1978 caseloacrradgc~-bJJP 
study, ~ 

• Answered over one hundred technical 
assistance requests for caseload and salary 
data, budget information and other infor­
mation currently on file in the Adminis­
trative Office. 

S Completed the Caselaad Executive Summary 
which compares three ye.ars of caseload 
and other information on Georgia major 
courts of record. 

• Entered the caseload master file on the 
computer s.<) that printouts on caseload by 
county or court can be sent out on request. 

• Assisted small claims court judges in 
establishing association. 

In Progress: 
• Study showing ages of cases awaiting trial. 
• Annual Judgeship Study. 
• Salary survey of superior, state and 

probate judges and clerks of court. 

To Be Accomplished: 
• Coordinate caseload counting with the 

district court administrators. 

• Personnel study of court system. 

Traffic 
Accomplished to Date: , 

o 

• Completed and distributed the Traffic 
Caurt Judges' Manual to more than five 
hundred traffic court judges. 



r :, 

• Held four traffic court seminars with a 
total of 122 judges attending. 

• Endorsed the Uniform Traffic Court 
Procedures Bill, labeled House Bill 188( 
which was on the General Calendar of the 
House at the dose of the 1977 General 
Assembly. 

• Assisted nine counties and one judicial 
circuit in the establishment of DUI 
programs. 

• Worked on improving reporting of traffic 
convictions on the Uniform Traffic 
Citation Form. 
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• Worked with the Office of Highway 
Safety regarding the possibility of expand­
ingAOC's traffic division in order to 
provide technical assistance to traffic 
courts all over the state. 

In Progress: 
• Grant for traffic court program outlined. 
• Recruiting new traffic court specialist. 
• Develop traffic court training program. 

To Be Accomplished:. , 
• Continue development and implementa­

tion of traffic' court training program. 
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." Tbl itnplementationof the Judicial Adnlin./ptratiorl Ad 0/ 
197 6 during the past year brought a n¢wstruclure i()tJie 
courts syslemoJ Georgia. Disfricfcourl administrators keep 
tabs on th'ecuirentanddelJeiopingneeds 01 tHe courts within 
their 'Clistrids" qnd provide liaison to resources andservkes to 
meet these 11eeds. . , . 
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The ~istricts~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
The hnplementation of the Judicial Admlnistra­

tlon Act of 1976 during the last fiscal yellr 
provided a fr~mcwork For increased respl)nsiveness 
to the admu1lstrative. needs of local courfrl::, (See 
Appendix Four for Act,) l 
. The system of district councils, admirilstrative 

judges and court administrators forms a structure 
for coordfnating the current and emerging needs of 
the courtswith the resourCes and servic~,s available 
withIn the districtJ through the Administrative 
OEflce of 1:he Courts and from other sources, such 
M funding from the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administfati<m or the Economic Development 
AdministratiOn. 

The district system, in effect, links the individual 
courts with the sel;viccs and resources availabJe on 
thesl:ate lC'vel. While the district councit the 
ucim.inl$traUve judge and the court administrator 
identify and seck solutions to problems of the 
~out'ts lt1 each district, the Administrative Office of 
th.e Courts makes available technical assistance, 
conducts system~wide studies and otherwise 
focusos Its ndlvitles prlmarily on the needs of the 
entIre Judicial system, with specific aid provided to 
local Courts 01"1 request. 

The: district system was designed to help speed 
up the work of the courts, equal1ze workloads 
from circuit to circuit and bring more uniformity 
to thecourl: system. 

. Tha Judicial Administl'ation Act, part of the 
Governor's legislative package for 1976, was 
rccoU'tm(mded to him by the Commission on Court 
Orgtlnizotion \lnci Structure. Although the Act was 
passed that year by the General Assembly, no 
funds were appropriated for financing the system. 

At the request of the Governor, ~he Judicial 
Caunell/AOe upplied for and received a grant from 
the L.aw El1forcem.ent Assistance Administration, 
tlwtlxdcd ~hroughthe Sti'lte CrIme Commission, to 
rlnnru:e the nowly created jl;lciicial a.dministrative 

" system for the first two years. 
Theacl' creiltedt~n judicial adminlstriltive 

dlstJ'icts, which arp roughly C;!quivatent to the 
tHaleiscMgressional dlsttiqtsr howeVer, judicial 
dl'cuHbQ~md<lries were kept Intact. The act 
provides for district' councils composed of all 
$\1pedor court judges In the district. Each touncil 
dc<.:ts nnndministrtlt\ve judge to serve for a two­
year tCtl1'l. 'The act provides for a fUll-time 
assIstant to the administrative judge, to serve as 
CQurtildminjstrutOl~ for the dtstrlct. 

The AOCassis~ed the adn1inistrativejudges in 
'employing the district court a,dmjnlstn\tofs and 
tOQi'dinah~d hvo Ol'ientation sessions,one 

o 
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conducted by the Institute for Court Management, 
for these new court personnel. The Administrative 
Office of the Courts, through its staff coordinator 
for district court administrators and by monthly 
meetings with these cOH:ft administrators, provided 
assistance in estabj!s.};ing this program on a firm 
foundation. / 

The district court administrators act On the 
direction of the administrative judges and concen­
trate on particular problems identified by the 
district councils, the administrative judges, the 
Judicial Council and the AOe. During their first 
year, the court administrators were involved in a 
wide range of activities-from budgeting for courts 
to planning for renovation of courthouse facilities 
-as the conditions in their districts dictated. 

The distdct system provides important liaison 
between the Judicial Council/AOe and the local 
systems. District court administrators have assisted 
the Aoe by gathering caseload statistics, keeping 
the inventory of courthouse facilities up to date 
and assisting with the introduction and implemen­
tation of model docket books. 

Judge Hal Bell, Macon superior court judge and 
administrative judge for the third judicial adminis-, 
trative district, served as,~cbairman of the council­
of the ten administrative )Ul;Jges. A former chair­
man of the Judicial \\ouncil~Judge BellIed the 
council in determinirl~!h~nitial direction for the 
system.'/ 

The ten districts range in size from one to 
twenty-seven counties, and their individual needs 
are reflected in the diverse activities of the court 
administrators during fiscal year 1977. Although 
the district court administrators have responsibili­
ties in common, certain functions are emphasized 
in response to local conditions. 

Following is a summary ofthe major activities of 
the distri<::t court administrators in each district 
from the time the program became fully opera­
tional until the end of fiscal year 1977. Setting up 
their offices and. making initial contacts with court 
personnel in their districts were the first tasks of 
the court administrators. -. 

Nole: the following slImmaries of the acfivities of the district cOllrl 
tfdmillislrnlors (lctually represelll.ll period of about six 
lIlOlllhs, aSlhe collrradmillisirniors were not employed 
1I1ltiiabollJ halfway info the fiscal year. 
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District One; Atlf\ntic, BrunSWick, Eastern, 
Qgeechee and Waycross judicial circuits 
Ctwenty ... two counties) . 

Headquarters: Savannah, 
Administrative 1l!dge: Judge Dunbar Harrison 
Disttict Court Adminlstr.ator: Michael S. deVegter 

13udgetsand funding for courts programs were 
area.s of emphasis in district one. The court admin­
istrator collected personnel and financial data from 
ea.ch county as a preliminary step in providing 
budgeting assistance. A budget for the superior 
wmr. tao nd di.s.tdctattO.rn.ey.'s office f.or the Atlantic 
Judicial Circuit was completed. He also prepared a 
separate budget for the Liberty County Superior 
Court derk. The court administrator began seeking 
l,EAA funding fora law clerk position in that 
circuit and assisted in obtaining funding for the 
public defender program in the Atlantic circuit. 

The court administrator assisted the AOC in 
Implementing model dockets in Liberty, Long and 
MdQtosh counties. 

Assistance in the revision of jury selection proce­
dures in Long County Was provided by the court 
administrator. Population statistics to be used in 
jury box revision Were distributed to all the 
counties in the district. 

The court administrator drafted and distributed 
by-laws for the Liberty County Law Library 
trustees. He provided research assistance to the 
Atlantic Judicial Circuit in revising the court rules 
and pl'eparing them .for distribution to members of 
the bar and court personnel. 

The court administrator worked with the neW 
superior court judge in the Atlantic circuit in 
pl'eparing trial calendars for his initial terms of 
COlift. He also assisted the AOC on courthouse 
renovation projects within his district. 

He assiateq in notifying the judges of the first 
distrIct of new services available from the new 
HEW-funded forensic services program which 
pEfers on-site psychiatric examinations, at no 
chars~; to the counties) to those criminal 
defendants referred to the.programby the courts. 

fiscal year. A program to expedite and aid indigent 
cases in Lowndes County-'which carries three­
fourths of the criminal caseload in the Southern 
Judicial Circuit-was coordinated by the court 
administrator. 

Other administrative assistance provided by the 
couCrt administrator dufing this first year of opera­
tion of the judicial administrative district system 
included aid in the revision of the jury list in<;; 
Thomas and Lowndes counties. 

The court administrator also filed an application 
for a public defender in the Alapaha Judicial 
Circuit. He obtained a law clerk to work in the 
Southern Judicial Circuit. 

District Three: Chattahoochee, Houston, Macon and 
Southwestern judicial circuits (sixteen counties) 

Headquarters: Macon 
Administrative Judge: Judge Hal Bell 
District Court Administrator: David L. Ratley 

An exhaustive court facilities study in Bibb 
County was a major activity of the district court 
administrator in district three during fiscal year 
1977. The project included liaison with the local 
government, long-range space planning for current: 
facilities, on-going renovation of an existing 
structure and planning for a new courthouse 
annex and expanded judicial facilities to be financed 
by federal funds. The court administrator also 
worked with the AOC and coordinated AOC tech­
nical assistance in the facilities· area with judicial 
personnel in his district. 

Mechanization of the jury selection process in 
the district was another activity of the court 
administrator. Development was begun on circuit­
wide budgets, and a budget for the Bibb Superior 
Court was completed. A new security system was 
also developed for the Bibb court. 

Other activities included law library management 
and planning for local information systems and' 
pre-indictment release programs. Grants were 
secured for improvements for the in\~igent defense 

"""programs in the Macon ana Southwestern judicial 
/7'''''- circuits. 

Dlstri(:t Two! Alapaha, DoughertYI Pataula, Sdbth=y' The court administrator prepared a Personnel Policy 
'. Georgia, Southern and Tifton judicial Circuits alldProcedure Mmzuai for the Macon Judicial Circuit. 

(lwenty.:seven counties) He appeared before several grand juries to discuss 
Heildqual;'lers: Valdosta matters oHocal interest in the area of judicial 
Adminlstrative judge: Judge Marcus B. Calhoun administration. He also served on a techni~al 
District 'CQttrtAdministtatot! Roger E. Douglas assistance team for the National District 

Thet=oudadministratorin district two worked 
.. with the AOC in introducing and installing model 
dQcketbooks inseveraJ cQunties during the last 
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Attorneys' Association on a project in Bibb 
County. A feasibility study ,regarding the establish­
ment of a state court for Peach~ounty waS 
conducted by the district court administrator. 



!, 
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District Four: Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit (tWQ 
counties) . 

Headquarters: Decatur 
Administrative Judge: Judge Clarence 1. Peele:r, Jr. 
District Court Administrator: (position vacant) 

District Five: Atlanta Judicial Circuit (one county) 
Headquarters: Atlanta 
Administrative Judge: Judge Sam P. McKenzie 
District Court Administrator: Ronald Owens* 

Improvements in jury management practices and 
procedures were coordinated by the district court 
administrator in district five. An instruction 
manual for an automated jury selection and 
summons system was prepared for the jury clerk's 
office. Collection of several types of juror-usage 
statistics was begun. Following a feasibility study, 
plans were developed for implementation of a juror 
code-a-phone system, designed to balance the 
number of jurors serving each day with the actual 
needs of the court. Also in this area, the court 
administrator began a feasibility study of a jury 
orientation film. The fifth district was the first in 
the state to automatically choose and summon 
jurors by computer. 

The court administrator a~so worked with the 
pretrial release program to tighten security by , 

"improving the paperflow procedures and contents. 

District Six: Clayton, Coweta, Flint and Griffin 
judicial circuits (fourteen counties) 

Headquarters: Griffin 
Administrative Judge: Judge Andrew J. Whalen, Jr. 
District Court Administrator: Fred A. Roney** 

District Seven: Cherokee, Cobb, Lookout Mountain, 
Rome and Tallapoosajudidal circuits (twelve 
counties) 

Headquarters: Cartersville 
Administrative Judge: Judge Jefferson L. Davis 
District Court Administrator: Gerard P. Verzaal 

Budgets for courts, surveys of jury management 
practices and improvements to court facilities were 
areas of activity for the district court .aqministrator 
in district ,seven during fiscal year 1977. 

The court admL?istrator worked closely with the 
Coosa Valley CriminaIJustice Planner and the : 
Atlanta Region Planner to secure federal funding 

". for the courts and court:...related programs. He 
" represented the courts in pla,nningfor the alloca~ 

tion of local federal funding in the future. Applica­
tions for federal funds were submitted by the 
.court administrator to finance necessary support 
services for senior judges who were-~holding CO\lrt 
in the district. . 

Data for a study of the budgets for courts was 
collected by the court administrator, and a survey 
was made of juror usage and jury management . 
procedures in the Rome Judicial Circuit. 

In the facilities area,the court administrator 
served as liaison between the AOe's facilities 
consultant and court artd courtty personnel in Floyd 
County. The AOC provided technical assistance to ~ 
the county in planning for the renovation of the 
old post office in Rome. which the county had 
acquired. Latest concepts in jury usage, safety of 
court officers and the pubHc and security of liti­
gants were incorporated in,~~therenovation plans. 
The renovation, which wilIpJ;<!vide for the'county 
an efficient and suitable cou'tHtouse at minimal 
cost, is expected to be completed this spring. 

The court administrator .assisted in the tempo­
rary reassignments of judicial manpower to handle 
the cases of judges who became ill or Were dis- . 
qualified. He worked ~ith clerks who frequently 
reported problems of criticaIIy.short space for 
records storage. 

In the area of education, the >!ourt administrator " 
made application for a superior court judge to ,.' 
attend the National College of the State JudiCiarY 
and secured funding to off~et the cost of tUition, 
travel and lodging for the month-long training. . 

The district council-the superior court judges of 
the district-voted to include as members of the 
district council the senior judges artd .apl?eIIate 
court judges. . . 

District Eight: Cordele, Dublin, Middle, Ocmulgee 
and Oconee judicial circuits (twenty-sE~.ven counties) 

Headquarters: Dublin 
Administrative Judge: Judge Walter C. McMillan; Jr, 
District Court Administrator: Jack L. Beart 

Court, budgets received. emphasis in district elgh t 
With the Cburt administrator completing ~outt 
budgets for four ofthe district's five Circuits. The 

() 

*Owens is an assistant to Jack Thompsori, court administrator of Fulton COUIlty Superior Collrt, whose position 
existed prior to the Judicial Administration Act. .. /:.. 

{) &, " 

} **Roney wasemplo)1,~d after the end offis<;al year 1977. 

i 
" 
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b~dgct tor the fifth circuit was pending approval at 
the end. of the fiscal year,. These 'budgets represent 
the firgt hlU;{gets prepared for the superior Courts 
On fl cir¢uit-wIde bilsls, 

Other budgetary matters included the 
preparation of applications for federal grants to 
ptovld(! for law cIer.ks, Thecoortoadministrator 
~lsosJ.l.rveyed the counties In the district to deter­
mine which had applied for funds for judicial 
fadl1ty renovation or COll$truction in 1976 under 
the local pubUc works project of the Economic 
Development Act. 

The Court administrator studied the Ocmulgee 
Judicial Circuit to determine whether some terms 
of court could be deleted in some counties and 
;ldded In others. Pooling of judiCial manpower in 
.the eIghth district enabled~he: administrative judge 

" to aSsign Juages to .circuits where they were most 
needed,. 

The court administrator also set up two iaw 
libraries In the Cordele JUdicial Circuit. He 
researched and helped implement a juvenile court 
9ystem in Crisp County. 

n' J. 

District Nine; Blu£! Ridge, C;onasauga, GWinnett, 
Mountain and Northeastern jUdicial circuits 
(seventeen cOl.:mties) 

Headquarters; Dalton 
Administrative Jtldge:Judge Robert Vining, Jr. 
Dlstd(;t Court Administrator; Burton W. Butler 

Summarizing and disseminating information on 
JaSislation for the judge$ and court cler~s in 
district nine was one of the first tasks of the court 
.ildmtnistrator ther~. 

He llssisted in preparing grants for additional 
court pen;onl1el (Iawderks nod/or assistant court 
reporters) in four of the five circuits in his district . 

. A working paper was dt'afted by the court admin­
istrntor t011 ;:In indigent defense system and 
torwilroccl to the Judkiil} PlAnning Committee. 

The court administrator also designed several 
forms for, the pretrial release and diversion staff in 
the Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit-a jail sheet, 
monthly report form and a tracking card. " 

Assistance in the area of juvenHe justice included 
determining what resources were available for 
providing 24-hour on-call intake officers .and the 
adequacy of facilities for status offenders~ 

District Ten: Alcovy, Augusta, Northern, Piedmont, 
Toombs and. Western judicial circuits (twenty-one 
counties) 

Headquarters: Augusta 
Administrative Judge: Judge John F; Hardin 
District Court Administrator: Thomas L. Hodges, UI* 

The activities of the court administrator in . 
district ten reached into several areas-budgeting, 
indigent defense programsf jury management .and 
others. 

The court administrator assisted'the administra­
tive judge 'With preparation of a budget for the 
Child Support Recovery Unit. Information on 
appointments of counsel for indigent defendants 
and constitutional array of juries was also 
collected. 

A survey of grant applications for public works 
funds racilities improvements was conducted. The 
development of a law library was another area of. "\..7 
activity for the {Court administrator. 

Assistance was provided for a seminar for tr<iffic 
court judges sponsored by the AOe. The court 
<idmlnistrator attempted to identify all judges in 
the district who hear traffic cases and to [ocate a 
site for the seminar. 

The court administrator worked with superior 
court clerks to provide information to them on 
pending legislation during the session of the 
General Assembly and to assist the clerks with 
preparation of monthly 'caseload reporting forms. 

'lILeon B'l'rfield currently serves as court admi,nistrator in this district. 
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increasing workloads of fhe. courfs are initially}neEby 
.improvements to court opl!ralions and admini$fration; . ' 
excessively heavy caseloads may indicate the need foraddi­
tional j1ldicial manpower. During fiscal year 1977, <eight ' 
additional superior c014rt judgeships were created by the 
Geneml Assembly, upon the recommendation oFlhe Judicial .. 
Council. . 
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The Courts 
(, 

<'f 
\ 

Important developments in tFi,e judiciary during 
the past year jndude an historic:~break with a long­
standIng t.radition and a commitment to a prograrn 
promising greater unity for the courts. Plans were 
made to permit photography and broadcasting of 
judicial procedures and the-Judicial Administration 
Act of 1976 (see pages 40 through 44) was 
implemented. " 

The addition of Judicial manpower to counter 
Increasing workloads of the courts in eight circuits 
was provided by the crea tiO"n of new superior court 
judg(!shipS by the General Assembly upon the' 
recommendation of the Judicial Council. Six of 

,these did not become effectlve until after the close 
offfscal year 1977. The general election in 
November 1976 brought to the bench .for their 
first term six superior court judges, seven state 
court judges and ~hirty~two probate court judges. 
Other personnel changes are presented in 
Appendix Seven. 

The annOuncement of plans to permit broadcast­
ing and photography of judicial procedures was 
made by the Supreme Court's Chief Justice H. E. 
Nichols, in an 'unprecedented "State of the 
Judiciary" address to a joint session of the General 
Assembly last February. Traditionally, only 
r(!porters and sketch artists have been allowed in 
Georgia courtrooms. But by a Supreme Court 
ord(!r of May 1977, the high court authorized 
lIthe broadcasting, televising, r{'cording, filming, 
and taking of photographs, in its courtroom or the 
courtroom or any other Georgia court during any (, 
judicial hearing." 

The COl-Itt oreler, setting certain limits on broad­
casting and photography so that the dignity of the 
proceedings 1s not disturbed, requires that the 
Supreme Court approve these broadcasts, photo­
graphs or recordings in advance <lnd that the 
pres!dlng judges and parties involved at the 
hearing must also con$ent to such coverage. The 
Chief hlstice explained in his first address to the 
legislatUl;e thaf the plan for perrnitting broadcast­
ing and photography of court proceedings would 
~llow the public to develop a better understanding 
of the juclldal process through observation of the 
workings of the court. 

Some tmpi'Qvemel1ts to the judicial system can be 
brought about through changes in methods and 
procedures, renovation of existing facilities, addi­
tiOI' of staff or increases in fupding. However, 
some nccessnry improvements for the court system 
as a whole require the strength of statute. ' 

The NdidalCoul1cil, in fulfilling; its responsibil­
ity to assistnnd study the coutts, becomes aware 
of problem areas within the system and is able to' 
identify particular legislative measures which would 
help bdns about needed improvements in the 
jtldrdMY, 
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The Judicial Council has, in the past, sponsored 
annual judicial-legislative conferences at CalIaway 
Gardens prior to the convening of the General 
Assembly. The conference provides a forum for 
communications between the two branches of 
government, an opportunity for discussion of 
specific problem areas in the state's judicial system 
as well as ideas for future court-related legislation. 
The last of these conferences to be held at Calla­
way Gardens was in December 1976. However, the 
Council has decided to replace the conference 
format with meetings with the legislature's 
judiciary committees at the State Capitol. 

Many of the court-related bills passed by the 
1977 General Assembly were primarily local in 
nature. However, there were some measures 
whkh affect the entire judicial system. (See 
Appendix Eight for review of individual measures.) 

Among the bills enacted was one which 
increased the salaries of secretaries to superior 
court judges and to district attorneys. Another bill 
changed the minimum age for grand jurors from 
twenty-one to eighteen years. A fee schedule of 
applications for arrest and search warrants issued 
by justices of the peace was provided for in 
another measure. 

Provision was made in another act that the 
responsibility for providing security and paying the' 
cost of transferring prisoners subpoenaed as 
witnesses by a court in another state belongs to 
the requesting state. Another act provides that a 
law enforcement officer who takes custody of a 
person arrested by a private citizen cannot be held 
liable for false arrest or false imprisonment. 

Several measures affecting the juvenile justice 
system were enacted, the most .far-reaching of 
which was the Status Offender Act which regu­
lates the detention of children who commit unruly 
acts or other offenses which would nof be 
unlawful if they were aduits. 

The statistics on the judicial workload of the 
state's principal courts of record presented in the 
following sections cover the period from July I, 
1976 through June 30, 1977. These statistics, 
collected solely by the AOC in past years, were 
gathered for fiscal year 1977 primarily by district 
and trial court administrators, with forms, meth­
odology and assistance provided by the Administra­
tive Office of the Courts. 

Improvements in the methodology used for this 
year's Case counting and analyzation efforts mean 
that for the first time,,,the number of criminal 
charges against a defendant were counted and that 
a ,category was added to show the number of inde­
pendent post-judgment motions. Statistics for the 
probate courts include only a, small portion of their 
total workload. Only traffic caseloads were counted 
In these courts, 
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Appellate Courts ______ .... ____ _ 

The appellate court system of 
Georgia is composed primarily of 
the Supreme Court-the state's 
highest appellate court-and the 
Court of Appeals. 

Seven justices serve on the 
Supreme Court of Georgia, and, 
during the three terms of court 
each year, they hear cases on 
appeal from the superior courts, 
the state courts, the city courts 
of Atlanta and Savannah and· 
other similar courts and the 
juvenile courts. Cases may be 
brought from the Court of 
Appeals by certiorari for consid­
eration by the Supreme Court. 
Those questions upon which the 
Court of Appeals is equally 
divided may also be considered 
by the Supreme Court. 

The Court of Appeals has nine 
judges. A chief judge elected by 
the other judges of the court 
presides over the first of the 
three divisions of the court; the 
presiding judges for the other 
two divisions are designated by 
the chief judge. 

The Court of Appeals has 
jurisdiction to correct the errors 
on appeal from the same lower 

courts from which appeals lie to 
the Supreme Court, but only in 
those cases wherein jurisdiction 
is not conferred on the Supreme 
Court. 

A change in the jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court and the 
Court of Appeals was effected by 
court rule after legislation which 
provided for comparable changes 
in jurisdiction was voided as un­
constitutional by the state's high 
court. This in essence provided 
that appeals in cases of rape, 
armed robbery and kidnapping 
would be to the Court of 
Appeals: instead of to the 
Supreme Court, which formerly 
exercised jurisdiction in these 
matters. The court order also 
provides that all appeals involv­
ing the revenues of the state, 
election contests and cases in 
which the constitutionality of 
any municipal or county ordi­
nance or other legislative enact­
ment is in question be trans­
ferred to the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court. These changes 
becarr\l~ 0ffective August I, 1977. 

Physical changes were made to 
accommodate plans for permit-

Superior Courts 
Georgia's general jurisdiction 

court is the superior court which 
operates out of each county in 
the state in judicial circuits of 
various sizes and populations. As 
of June 30, 1977, there were 
ninety superior court judges in 
forty-two judicial circuits in 
Georgia. 

The number of superior court ' 
judges per circuit vary from one 
judge in thirteen judicial circuits 
to eleven in the most populous 
circuit (Atlanta). Circuit size also 
greatly varies from one county 
as in the case of the Atlanta Cir­
cuit {Fulton County} to eight 
counties in the Ocmulgee Judicial 
Circuit. Georgia law requires 
court to be held in each county 

'I 

in,the state at least twice a year~{ 
Superior court judges are 
elected for four-year tE;rms, and 
any vacancy occasioned by death 
or resignation is filled by guber:' 
natorial appointment. 

The superior court exercises. 
exclusive constitutional jurisdiC­
tion in cases of divorce, criminal 
cases in which the sentence may 

Ii be death or imprisonment in the 
penitentiary and' in cases con­
cerning title to Jand"and equity. 

The superior court is also 
empowered to correct errors of 
inferior judicatories by writ of 
certiorari. It also holds· exclusive 
statutory jurisdiction in such 
matters as declaratory judg­
ments, habeas corpus, 
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ting broadcasting and photog­
raphy in the Supreme Court",A 
long-needed permanent public 
address system was installed. 
Other changes included installa­
tion of outlets for use bytele­
vision and radio personnel, 
drapery behind the bench and 
additional lighting. The Chief 
Justice employed an administra­
tive aide who also serves as liai­
son attorney to the media; 

1n the Supr"eme Court, during 
fiscal year 1977, 1,499 caSes were 
docketed; this figure includes 
applications for certiorari, inter­
locutory appeals and applications 
for certificate of probable cause 
to appeal denial of the writ of 
habeas corpus. There were, 
during this period, 739 opinions 

, written by justices. 
During fiscal year 1977, 1,751 

cases-IS8 more than in the pre­
ceding year-were docketed in 
the Court of Appeals. Of these, 
205 cases were withdrawn or 
transferred to the Supreme 
Court. Decisions were made in ,,' 
1,546 cases, with 43 cases 
remaining open at the end of the 
fiscal year. Opinions were 
written fbr1,S03 caSes. 

mandamus, quo warranto and 
prohibition, and any other juris., 
diction authorized by ~tatute. 

Of the eight new judgeships 
created by the General Assembly 
last year upon therecommenda­
tion of the Judicial Council; two 
~in the Alapaha and Middle 
judicial circuits-were effective 
immediately, and Sb~are inch.fded 
in the numerj(;al total of judges 
for last ye(Jr. Other neW judge­
ships, effective after the~nd of 
fiscal year 19'7,7 (on July 1, 1977), 
werein Clayton, Griffin, GWin­
nett, Northern and Tallapoosa 

; drcuitsj and the neW judgeship 
for the ChattahbocheeJucl.iclal 
Circuit became eff(;!ct.iV'e]anuarY 
I, 1978. 



Total Superior Court Caseload by Filing Type: 1977 

Felonies Misdemeanors Traffic Total Criminal 

Circuit . Filings DIspositions filings Dispositions Filings Dispositions Filings Dispositions , . 
Alapaha 394 33.3 1,321 1,211 973 . 987 2,688 2,531 

Alcovy 
~. 

459 403 581 575 123 118 1,163 1,096 

Atl~ntli 4,390 5,335 68 53 0 0 4,458 5,388 

481 455 132 144 13 36 626 635 

679 ~ 937 388 355 8 8 1,075 1,300 

Bluc: Ridge 397 427 539 562 1,431 1,449 2,367 2,438 

Brunswick, 527 482 214 2.56 2,295 2,250 3,036 2,988 

Chlittahoochee 
__ ~C~h~e~to~k~e~c ____________ ~,5~8~8~ ______ ~5~3~0 ________ 8~9~6~ ______ ~7~8~4 ______ ~1~,8~0~6~ ____ ~1~,7~8~~ ____ ~3~,2~9~0 _______ 3~,~0~97~ _ 

_ _ ,Clayton 675 925 79 117 3 1 757 1,043 

Cobb 1,256 1,324 0 10 0 0 1,256 1,334 

CO,nllsauga 216 273 566 590 235 275 1,017 1,138 

Cordell! .331 343 448 390 16 15 795 748 

Coweta 469 611 339 209 156 155 964 975 

Dougherty 573 544 0 14 0 0 573 558 

q~plln 167 216 7 8 0 0 174 224 

Eil!ltl!l~n. • 1,499 1,589 503 328 0 0 2,002 1,917 

rlint 198 197 223 240 30 42 451 479 

GriHlJi i65 314. 306 358 286 310 857 . 982 

G~Jnnett 366 325 16 18-'1 2 4 384 347 

Hou~!on 310 286 0 0 0 0 310 286 

LQo~()ut Mt. 501 505 1,186 886 171 116 1,858 1,507 

Macon. 1,255 1,059 223 225 20 20 1,498 1,304 
~, .. "'" I . 

Middle , 305 377 18 15 0 0 323 392 

Mountain 114 124 186 177 109 107 409 408 

N9rtht:f\stern 432 642 306 404 407 517 1,145 1,563 
wi,,_t'!"lo , $" 

Northern 227 222 244 234 115 98 586 554 
----~~------------~-~~------------------~--------~--------~~------~~------~~--------~~ 

Ocm~~_, ______ ~ __ ~69~8~ ____ --~7~8~1--__ ----~62~3~----__ ~7~3~3--------2~2~4~ ______ ~2~3~0 ______ ~1~,5~4~5~ ____ -=1,~7~4~4 __ 

Oconee 324 466 497 531 329 316 1,150 1,313 
...... ""''''' ....... 

Ogecc:hec 294 403 63 92 4 15 361 510 
.. ~;!<:! 0;1..... I" 

376 360 334 84 465 465 1,175 1,109 

r~l(:dmont- 171 202 194 217 244 267 609 686 
4\:: • ., ... , ... , ....... .,. 

Rome 230 193 1,576 1,622 146 136 1,952 1,951 
PIl'I'I1I+ ._ 

South Georgia 553 531 203 175 127 116 883 822 
~'~i~M-~ ______ ~ __ ~~ __ ~ ______________ ~ __ ----__ ~----__ ---=~------~~------~~--------~~_ 

Soulharn. 1,011 IJ039 164 187 3 2 1,178 1,228 

$outhl!nstcl'n 189 2015 49 64 1 1 239 280 

Stont: MI. 1,885 1,719 98 78 6 9 1,989 1,806 

,TllllaE9psa $01 547 841 755 458 381 1,800 1,683 

". :t:1fton . 407 258 182 134 19 12 608 404 

To~",bs 186 219 696 651 422. 359 1,304 1,229 

• ",':'!nycross 360.4.90 319 320 328 330 1,007 1,140 

Western 325 365 25 39 3 5 353 409 
.~.~~~~----------~--------------------------------~--~~~----~--------~----~~~~------~~ 
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Civil General Domestic Relations Independent Motions Total Civil Total Caseload . 

Filings Dispositions Filings Dispositions Filings DispositionJ, Filings Dispositions Filings Dispositions 

356 319 404 390 199 136 959 845 364 3,376 

492 494 560 500 358 315 1,410 1,309 2,573. 2,405 

3,350 3,806 5,599 5,205!:,.:,,-, ___ ~6c.::4~9 ___ -=.l,<=3:.::0-=1 ___ ----",9,<=5.::.9.:::.8 ___ -=10",,:.:::3-=1::.2 ___ ..::1,-,4"',o::.;:5:.:6'--__ -=1.:::.5,'"-7..::o"'o_ 

907842 811 746 336 252 2,054 1,840 2,680 2,475 

1,039 741 2,603 2,128 342 332 3,984 3,201 5,059 4,501 

444 475 768 709 219 188 1,431 1,372 3,798 3,810 

641 538 1,431 1,168 471 410 2,543 2,116 5,579 5,104 

989 833 2,613 1,664 528 372 4,130 2,869 5,817 4,612 

969 660 739 559 486 303 2,194 1,522 5,484 4,619 

659 532 2,093 1,854 784 611 3,536 2,997 4,293 )k040 

1,052 820 3,701 4,041 893 860 5,646 5,721 6,902 7,055 

819 872 959 986 657 588 2,435 2,446 3,452 3,584 

381 341 389 368 178 120 948 829 1,743 1,577 

897 681 1,409 1,173 570 446 2,876 2,300 3,840 3,275 

524 383 1,204 1,156 368 228 2,096 1,767 2,669 .2,325 

409 296 468 400 271 136 1,148 832 1,322 1,056 
" 908 450 2,971 2,474 561 469 4,4,;10 3,393 6,442 5,310 

784 716 501 452 306 249 1,591 1,417 2,042 1,896 

f; 577 431 901 872 364 228 1,842 1,531 2,699 2,513 

478 389 1,371 1,311 576 571 2,425 2,271 2,809 2,618 

409 450 659 658 158 169 1,226 1,277 1,536 1,563 

894 854 1,447 1,174 539 412 2,880 2,440 4,739 3,947 

740 583 1,701 1,404 1,322 570 3,763 2,557 5,261 3,861 

460 411 475 407 193 107 1,128 925 1,451 1,317 

494 571 592 684 261 285 1,347 1,540 1',756 1,948 

715 754 902 858 (, 384 405 2,001 2,017 3,146 3,580 

762 618 602 507 263 185 1,627 1,310 2,213 1,864 , 
781 720 727 634 462 317 1,970 1,671 3,515 3,415 

585 569 423 429 252 169 1,260 1,166 2,410 2,479 

586 410 646 534 236 . 190 1,468 1,134 1,879 1,644 

409 385 242 234 233 157 884 776 2,059 1,885 

491 347 486 '. 364 219" '" 147 1,196 858 1,805 1/544 

_~93~9'__ ______ .::.7~4~7 _____ ~8~7~9~ ___ ~..::6.:::.8.:::.0~ __ --~7~6~5~~,~~~~5::.::5:.:0~ _____ 2~,~5~83~ ______ I~~,9~7~7 _____ ~4c,5:.::3.:::.5 ______ _=3~,9-=2~8~ 

557 492 551 529 190 141 1,298 1,162 2,181 1,984 

957 815 2/136 2,005 513 319 3,606 3,139 4,784" 4,367 

501 425 488 418 271 250 1,260 1,093 1/499 1,373 

2,313 1,547 5,031 4,358 1,037 875 8,381 6,780 10;3708,586 

1,743 1,423 1,089 875 691 538 3,523 2,836 5,323 4,519 

463 408 532 551 222 131 1,217 1,090 1,825 1,494 

310 322 571 433 160 ,,: 123 1,041 878." 2,345 2,107 

607 5591.015 . 885 350 334 1,972 1,178. 2,979 2,918 

540 542 546 493 341 352 1,427 1,387 1,780 1,796 
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Casa9Disposed 

• Criminal ., ___ ---.. 
I 

Civil .-, - ---'1 
53,235 .56,479 57,127 

Average Caseload Per Superior Court Judge 
Fiscal Year 1977** 

Felony 

Misdemeanor 

Trnffic 

Domestic: 
Relntiotw 

l*"depcndent 
Motlon 

Tohd Criminal 

Totnl Civil 

266 

116 

<) 

l Key: 

D Cases Filed 

Criminal - Cases Disposed 

J " 

l 
Civil 

J 
541 

!f'orp\u'pose$ of eOll1pat'ison,this does notoinclu.dc the categorYt "Indepet\de~t Motion/' 
. aidata on this type or Case waS Hl."stcollected fot FY 1977 caseloads. 

• U 

hOO~i'lrtot In.clud(! lu\t\~nlle(::ases. B<l,se~ on 96 superior cpurt .judges. 

"10 

87,133 

75,534 90,681 

Total 
Civil* 

1,087 

" 



Key: . a's'e 16 a d-· Statewide rotals 
FY FY 

1976 1977 
. baseti"on number of defendants} 

~ 
Cases Filed 

Cases Disposed 
. c-:: 

... ___ ·Civil 

I I 
I Criminal ------"'1 I 

Felony Misdemeanor Traffic 

Civil 
General 

53.235 

Domestic 
Relations 

57.]27 

Total 
Criminal 

Average Caseload Per Superior Court Judge 
(Criminal cases based on number of docket entries) 

Fiscal Year 1977** 

Felony 

Misdemeanor 

Traffic 

General Civil 

Domestic 
Relations 

Independent 
Motion 

Total Criminal 

Total Civil 

266 

l Key: 

,0 Cases Filed 

Criminal - Cases Disposed 

J 

*For purposes of comparison; this does not include the category, "Independent Motion/' 
as data on this type of case was first collected for FY 1977 c;aseloads. . 

;<*Does not indude juvenile cases. Based on 96 superior CQurt Judges. 

87.133 ao.l~" 

7.$.534 75,tHO 

Total 
Civil* 

1,087 

'I 
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State Courts _______ --...... ------_-
by the grand jury of the county. 

State court judges in Appling; . 
Carroll, Coweta, Houston, Polk 
and Wayne counties also eXercise 

The s"tate court system was 
created in 1970, combining the 
city, county, civil and criminal 
courts 1l1at had been operating in 
the state in previous years (Ga. 
Laws 1970, p. 679). The purpose 
of this merger was to unify and 
standardize these courts and to 
relieve the ever-mounting work­
load of this state's superior 
courts. 

concurrent with the superior 
courts of such counties and are 
empowered to hear and dispose 
of all civil cases or proceedings of 
whatever hature, whether 
arising ex contractu or ex delicto 
except in ex delicto action where 
the original act creating the 
court or any amendment limited 
or excluded certain jurisdiction 
under the common law or by 
statute and except those matters 
vested exclusively in the superior 
courts. The state courts have 
criminal jurisdiction Over aU mis­
demeanor cases but not felony 
cases. The defendant in criminal 
proceedings in state court does 
not have the right to indictment 

juvenile court jurisdiction, =.Jl 
The consolidation of the 

Fulton County Civil and Crimi..; 
nal Courts into a singleostate 
court, in January 1977, was 
authorized by the General 
Assembly during its 1976 
session, The move has provided 
more flexibility in the trials of 
civil an'd criminal cases. 

As of the end of fiscal year 
1977, there were seventy.:.five 
state court judges operating out 
of sixty-three courts. Forty-nine 
of these operate on a part-time 
basis, These courts exercise juriS­
diction within the limits of the 
county in which they are located 

State Court 
Caseload 
Statewide Totals* 

Key: 

Cases Filed 
Cases Disposed 

68,443 

FY FY 
1976 1977 

Criminal 
155,713 

147,204 

Traffic 

215,947 219,066 

Civil 
87,472 

67,225 

Civil General 

*Data on the caseload of the Stare Court of DeKalb County ~as not av.ailable 19M21! 

at the time of this report.. .. . .0 . ..207,0411 

**For purposes of comparisonrthis does not include thec~tegorYi "IndependentMQtion," Total 
as data on this· type of case was· first 'Collected for FY 1977 caseloads. 1I 

(I 0 Criminal 

51 

$7,472 

67,225 



State Court Caseload by Filing Type: FY 1977 

Total Caseload 

·Ot\lA. on the Ci\sel~ad Qf the Stale Cout'tof DeKalb CQunt)' was not available at the time of this report. 

52 
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Misdemeanor " Traffic Civil General Independent Motion " Total Caseload 

County Filings Disposed Filings Disposed Filings Disposed Filings Disposed .1ilings Disposed 

Miller 56 77 474 490 8 5 0 0 
cr.; 

538 574 

Mitchell 419 427 1,014 1,049 6 7 1 0 1.{40 1,483 

Muscogee 1,728 1,189 1,730 1,232 251 213 8 5 3,717 2,639 

Pierce 370 361 728 709 25 17 3 1 1,126 1,088 

Polk 275 268 571 550 167 161 41 51 ,1,054 1,03b 

Putnam 158 158 611 611 0 0 0 0 769 769 

Richmond 2,630 2,630 6,213 6,213 123 87 2, 5 8,968 8,935 

Screven 204 168 2,436 2,449 18 14 1 2 2,659 2,633 

Spalding 1,138 1,008 3,591 3,375 19 19 26 20 4,774 4,422 

Stephens 313 189 1,039 629 90 73 31 19 1,473 9'l.0 

Sumter 621 459 1,293 1,281 129 114 95 57 2,138 1,911 

Tattnall 184 209 1,647 ... :~. 1,66'3 24 48 0 1 1,855 1,921 

Thomas 433 433 2,718 2,718 35 24 5 5 3,191 3,180 

Tift 1,247 1,207 5,304 5,275 204 155 0 0 6,755 6,637 

Toombs 304 235 1,253 1,121 '20 17 11 11 1,588 1,384 

Treutlen 142 107 1,004 876 8 3 3 1 1,157 1,087 

Troup 807 709 1,387 1,128 84 74 64 32 2)42 ,. l,'~j43 

Walker 510 702 2,172 2,357 53 59 19 8 2,754 3,126 

Ware 503 488 1,667 1,676 163 169 15 30 2,348 2,363 

Washington 465 438 421 418 11 6 4. 1 901 ',1 863 

Wayne 189 157 839 920 45 35 4 5 1,077 1,117 

Worth 469 441 1,782 1,765 36 33 63 12'· 2,350 2,251 

Juvenile Courts ______ ..... _ ..... _ ...... _~ 
'. 

Juvenile matters in Georgia 
during fiscal year 1977 were 
handled by seven full-time juve­
nile court judges, twenty-:-nine 
part-time juvenile court judges 
and six state court judges and 
thirty'-seven superior court 
judges who also Serve as juvenile 
court judges and nineteen 
appointed referees. 

In counties with 50,000 or 
more population, separate juve­
nile courts may be created and 
hear all juvenile matters. In 
counties with less than 50,000, 
superior court judges have juris­
diction over juvenile matters 
unless two successive grand 

juries recommend th<it a juvenile 
co'brt be, established. Juvenile 
court judges are appOinted for 
six-year termshy the superior 
court judges in their respective 
circuits. 

The juvenile court exercises 
exclusive origihal jurisdiction 
over juvenile matters, according 
to Georgia law, The cot!rt may 
initiate proceedings concerning 
any' child' alleged to be delin­
quent, deprived, mentally ill or 
retarded. The court also has 
jurisdiction in custody cases and 
to appoint guardians. In. the case 
of a criminal offense committed 
by a child under the age of17, 

the J'uvenilecourt has conct!rrent 
jurisdiction with the superior 
court. Appeals in all cases' of final 
judgm'ent are to the Court of 
Appeals or Supreme Court. 

For the first time, the Council 
of Juvenile Court Judges Was 
allotted an operating budget by 
fhe Georgia General Assembly. II 

The appropriatioh for fiscal year <, ~ 
1977 provided for an execu-tive­
director/a. juvenile court !lpedaJ­
istand aseqretary for ,the 
. CounciJ. ,. 

(See page 68fot the Annual 
'Report of the'·CouncH of Juvenile 
S:ourt Judges;) 

0" : 
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Juvenile Court Caseload by Filing Type: FY 1977 



Juvenile Court Caseload-Statewide Totals 

FY FY 
Key: 1976 1977 on Cases Filed 

17,850 14,851 

Delinquent Unruly Deprived Traffic Special Proceeding Total 

Probate Courts _____________ _ 

One of the oldest courts in 
Georgia, the probate court was 
known as the court .of ordinary 
until 1974. There is one probate 
court for each county in Georgia. 
The State Constitution specifical-

Key: 

Cases Filed 

Cases Disposed 

FY FY 
1976 1977 

ly gives jurisdiction to the pro­
bate judge to try some traffic 
cases and game and fish viola­
tions; probate wills; grant letters 
of administration in intestate 
estates; supervise administrators 

Traffic 
116,155 

n3.645 

Misdemeanor 
3,327 

1;12.367 U4.54!\ 

and executors; grant letters of 
guardianship relating to insane 
persons and lunacy proceedings; 
and hear habeas corpus cases 
except capital felonies when th(:"! 
prisoner is being held for extradition. 

Total 
Criminal 

116,972 1l9,SS5 

"This data on traffic and misdemeanor cases represents. the criminal caseload of the probate CQurts, which is only 
a small portion of the totaljudidal workioad of the probate courts. . . 
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Probate Court Criminal Caseload by' Filing Type: FY 1977 

~¥ ~ ~¥~'*~,.~ __ ,~~~,~.~ ______ ~ ________________________ ------------------------------------~------c_~--
Total Cases Traffic 

-··c;~·~(y,"ri--
~ 1 ... ~ e= I bI<l 

FWngs Disposed Fjlings Disposed filings Disposed 
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Misdemeanor Traffic rotal Cases 
County Filings Dispc:;ed Filings Disposed Filings Disposed 

Lanier o o 387 387 387 387 
Lee 49 49 1,421 1,421 1,470 1,470 

Lincoln 102 102 479 479 581 581 

Lumpkin 42 45 254 266 296 311 

Madi~on 68 68 936 936 1,004 1,004 

Marlon 10 10 615 615 625 625 

McDuffie 68 72 1,853 1,863 '1,921 1,935 

McIntosh o o 1,819 1,927 1,819 1,927 

Meriwether 29 29 2,393 2,393 2,422 2A22 

Monroe 79 '14 2,970 2,903 3,049 2,977 

Montgomery 22 22 370 369 392 " 391 
Morgan 70 70 2,578 2,541 2,648 2,611 

Murray 87 85 1,213 1,237 1,300 1,322 

Newton 85 84 2,371, 2,371 2,456 2,455 

Oconee o o 640 583 640 583 

Oglethorpe 26 26 599 599 625 625 

Paulding 7 6 1,675 1,660 1,682 1,666 

Peach 29 29 1,535 1,535 1,564 1,564 

Pickens o o o Q o o 
Pike o o 1,015 1,010 1,015 1,010 

Pulaski o o 666 666 666 

Quitman 19 19 357 356 376 375 

Rabun 73 68 586 448 659 516 

Randolph 37 37 1,058 1,058 1,095 1,095 

Rockdale 141 141 3,300 3,290 3,441 3,431 

Schl~y 2 2 118 liB 120 120 

Seminole o o 448 448 448 448 

St~Wart 49 43 653 596 702 639 

Talbot 62 60 1,508 1,433 1,570 1,493 

Taliaferro 38 96 1,217 1,313 

Taylor 13 13 1,3.;31 1,183 1,344 1,196 

Telfair 42 42 931 931 973 973 

Terrell 100 99 509 502 609 601 

Towns 8 8 228 212 236 220 

Turner 148 152 1,898 1,989 2,141 

Twiggs 84 84 1,518 1,498 1,582 

Union 33 33 " 392.' 392 425 425 

Upson 20 20 2,607 2,614 2,627 2,634 

Walton 46 46 1,447 1,493 

Warren o o 1,293 1,293 1,29,3 1,293 

Webster 5 5 188 188 193 193~ 

... ~ Wheeler 16 16 642 626 658 

White 1 1 460 460 461 46.1. 

Whitfield 176 157 4,07.8 

Wilcox 10 7 800 659 810 666 

Wilkes 39 39 ,1,151 1,151 1,190 1,190 

Wilkinson 26 26 288 o 287 314 313 
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~ther Courts~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Altbough this AmJUtll f~f!J;orf 
covers primarily the princip.al 
courts of record of Georgia, 
there ate more than two thou­
s~nd courts operating in the 
!tti)t~. Theile Include special civil 
and cr.lm:lnatcQurtfJ whiCh hilve 
p.artfal Btat(t (;.'0.·' urt ju.rilldktiM 
but arc in localities in which the 
hUIl.mc:sfl of 11. 'ctty court hag 
grown to the extent thtlt the 
~ourl hi\.s beell convett¢d to a 
civil or ctitni.n<ll court or divided 
Into ench •. CourtfJ with padlal 
state .court Jur!adi.ction include 
the Civil Court of Richmond 

County, the Civil Court of Bibb 
County and the Baldwin, Echols 
and Putnam County Courts. 

Many other courts throughout 
the state serve special needs. 
More than 1,500 justice of the 
peace courts account for the 
majority of these other courts. 
There an~ also approximately 4,50 
police, mayors, municipal, crimi­
nal and city council courts, four 
magistrate courts and more than 
fifty small claims courts in 
Geol'gia. 

During the year, the judges, 
clerks and bailiffs of the state's 

small claims courts officially 
formelI a statewide organization 
-the Georgia Small Claims 
Courts Association. A constitu­
tion was adopted and officers 
were elected. Judge C. L. Gunby 
of Baldwin County is president 
of the new organization. Other 
officers are Judge Ellen Hobby of 
Troup County, first vice presi­
dent; Judge John o. Clements of 
Spalding County, second vice 
president; Judge George W. Eise], 
III, of Hancock County, secre­
tary-treasurer; and Judge John E. 
Bond of Henry County, chaplain. 

Statewide Caseload Comparisons* 

.Keys 

Total. 
C.,sel1 Filed 

CV71 

FY76 

Total 
Cases Disposed 

Superior Court Caseload 

117,976 

129,128 

149,129 

·Th~$eyenrs w~r(} $I.'ll~et~d fQt cQmpflriSQI\ because these are the only years for which the AOC has complete 
$.tale\vtdll' cl:\$(lloGd data. 
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State Court Caseload 

CYn 231,789 0 .. 
" 

" 

CY 73 236,874 

-

FY 76 303,119 267,348 
z: 

FY 77 286,891 270,895 

Juvenile Court Caseload 

CY 71 

CY 73 

FY 76 30,484 

FY77 27,749** 

If r) (J 

*Data from. Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit was not available. 
**Data from Stone Mountain and Waycross Judicial Circuits was not avaiJable. 

(1 
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CY 1971 

" CY 1973 

FY'1977 

, , 

" 
Probate Court Caseload 

7$,777 

115,897 

60 



.<,~ 

...... ~ 

l 

() 

~. 

Plq:nning for the future of the courfs 'and for the allocation 
of federal funds for court improvements and projects is the 
primary responsibilifyof the newly created JudicialPlannillg 
Committee .. The Committee develops a yearly plan which is. 
administered on the local and district level. 

n 



cO 0ther Ju_dicial Agencies _________ _ 
c, The Judicial Qualifications Commission is ) 

o 

"rh~ ]udkilll Counc:liIAdmlniatr.1tive Office oJ the empowered t.o investigate complaints about jl)geS' 
Courttt htliJ broadly defjned f<!9pon6iblliHes to assist' conduct and can make recommendations to the 
judi"lnl !)(!tBonnelttna to !itudy the operations or' Supreme Court for disciplinary action. This 
th€! ~nurt9 system I.md tfiakerecommcndatioJls for commission also issues opinions, upon request, 

'. ,tmprovcm~nt~, "l'h(!.t'4!arc 9cvcr~1 other Judicial about the propriety of particular action~ or 
I'lgt"t1c1CfI of the Stille whkh arC! charged with very situations. ' 
jf,c:dEic and more limited responsibilities. The The Sentence Review Panel of the Superior 
ludi"j~i C(,mJ'lelltAOC fUnctions ttS,fiBcaI and Courts is empowered to reduce or affirm sentences 
bu:d,nCi o£fi,c~, tQr sevcfill ()f these agenci(!s. totaling five years or more which have been 
'rh~ nOM.-dOr ':ourt Reporting, uflder the Judicial imposed by superior court judges. 

Cutmcilt has ,fC!\lpotlGJblllty for regulating the Following are reviews of the activities of these 
t1rlt~U"(i uP {ourt l"cpoJ:tlng and' related duties. judicial agencies during fiscal year 1977. The 

'the Judlclll! Nominating C{)mmlSllion, (.IS its annual report of the fiscal year 1977 activities of 
tHlml'! !ndrellt~til IS (tlllponoiblc for evaluating the Council of Juvenile Court Judges,. another 
nomint'c's for vt'lcnncfcs on the appaHat(!, superior judicial agency, begins on page 68. 
find utatrr ".OUtt9. 

~" 

~Board of C:~ourtReporting _1-----______ _ 
,'~ :: 

~) 
,In n!!cal )fl'nr 19'771&~rd The Board was also vested with profession of court reporting. 

~>ourt Rcporlins -continued Its. t'he powert by an amendment to Most of the associationl's work 
work of ,c~fUfylng COlU',t tlw ad creating the Judicial last year revolved around revis-
rCl!ortffi iln,d iitandilrdizing pro" Coundl, of establishing fees and ing reporting tests and the pro-
(C'U'Ul'{lIl. TW\l cer'Ufic<ltJ{)fl test's setting gUidelines for transcripts cedures for administering them. 

,', wi'te fondQ,tcdtwith fifty"tw(I (s~e Appendix 51;.;). In its rule-making capacity, the 
,puft.re~ort('r8l"eCl·ivlnf~ c(>.rti~ Among the Board's 1977 Board placed a forty-five-day 
fkzaU(ut t btingiflg the total activiHell WilS the formation of deadline on returning applica-
nUmb(lf (,r I:tH'tifiedcQurt the Ceorgia Certified Court tions for certification and placed 
l'''''lX1rt4!ftl to 348. The number of Reporters Asso~i<.1'Hon to Rr9- a $15 charge on each issue of a 
offit'l.,l ftlUrt tf.'portcfs, or thosC' mo~e higher standards fol' 'the certification permit. 
ilfi~j!loed to it nplJ(;lfie CtHlrt, ....... ~~~~i!I!'II!I~'!!"'II!~.....,~!!!!!!'!~ 
ft"~J;;hed 130. f1or:.tlw fil'st tim(' 
lJiflt'() th~ ertMth;m of th~ 13o;:\1:,d, 
t\V"nt)~"nlru.'l ,our! Il'POfh'fJ'S h4\d 
dUllr pCl'miU~ rf~vQk~d for fnilure 
tn r~n(lw them, .. 

The UOi\rdof Ct)urfRc .I'ting. 
{f'fl,\t«d:itl lq?il um.l(rt' tl :licinl 
Cmm~ilby th~ G~orstil Cl'ilurt 
R(~,p!)rUnn A~t (se~ ApJ~(mdh( 
Fh't')t bat 4'4 n\lmb~r of functions. 
aUstJbltKt It) r~"'i~w by Jlw J\u~i .. 
.s:iill e:mmcU. Th~fn." fUf\{ti(lJlS 
iru;Jude rt<guliltluH tf1(,{pr~cHc{! ~lf 
~'iO\n't ft'rtlrtitlS,} ({,I}:tifyin,g {:Ollt't 
ft";pQftt't'!J bYiIlUcilllfXamh'H\th:m* 

. ~-ttti(\& lit:('nl~ fti~s "flti nlakins 
~ 3~t\tr4\1 fult.fl. ilml fl"t\uhtliol'\ti, 

<, 



Judicial Nominating Commission " _____ _ 

Duri."1g fiscal year 1977 the 
Judicial Nominating Commission 
evaluated nominees for seven­
teenjudidal offices. The Com­
mission, which was created in 
1975 to assist the Governor in 
appointing qualified persons to, 
judicial offices, forwarded to the 
Governor its evaluation of nomi­
nees for two vacancies each on 
the Supreme Court and Court of 
Appeals and for twelve vacancies 
in the superior courts and one in 
the state courts. 

The Commission, which con­
sists of five gubernatorial 
appointees and five members of 
the Younger Lawyers Section of 
the State Bar, assists the 
Governor by soliciting nomina­
tions for 'Vacancies in the courts 
and then evaluating these 
nominees. 

As part ofCthis proceSs of eval­
uation, the prospective judge' 
completes a questionnaire relat­
inge to his qualifications .and fur­
nishes the Commission with a 
legal article or brief which he 
authored. The Commisslon.sub,.. 
sequently conducts its own 
investigation of each nominee, 
aided by'Information from 

lawyers who are familiar with 
the nominee or relevant i.nforma­
tion from members of the bar in 
the jurisdiction where the 
vacancy exists. Finally, the Com­
mission considers °all the perti­
nent information and submits a~ 
list of not mb;e than five n;lmes 

for each vacancy to the 
Governor. " 

Since its creation the Commis­
sion has acted on two Suprem'e 
Court and three Court of 
Appeals vacancies and vacancies 
in nineteen superior Courts emd 
four state courts. ,::, 



Judicial ,Qualifications ,Commission -----

r;)udn~ !ism! yccar 1977, the 
ludLf.'ful Qua1ifle~tiorJS Com miG" 
idem comidct(!Q I1CV(!uty-six 
mi1n~I~B',Om;tl'rl1"d with com~ 
plaints against judgl'!B an.d diG" 
JlpY(!d of SqV(!tHy. Upon the 
tummiIJ9JontS rc{omml2ndatiOil, 
one fUURt'! ilgftll?clto fcUrc, iind 
nlntJ iilt!s wete dosed by cruUng 
to tbe aHcntiOl1,Qf the judge 
hwolvcd tlHl particular CAl10ll9 of 
tlutCodc of JudicIal Cond~Ict. 
. "nu formldlwttrlng W~li held, 
but ~ dN;'Mon hnd not bacn 
r{!iidu~d by the Supreme Court 
nn lhitl maUt!rtlt the end of the 
fillfal yt'Yar. As of Juna 30~ 1977, 
twt} formal hClirfng9 had been 
&dl~dlltednnd thtrty",rour 
m~utertl \,,'ere pending. 

The Judicial QmtHfJeatioiH.l 
(~ommf$~ion wns orgitnizQdln 
107~ for thcpurpolic afeonduet~ 
Jng invei4Ugntfonu nnd heM:inRs 
t'onr;(!rnmR the removal or retire .. 
mvnt t,f judg(m or 30ycOU,rt, in 

thtt state, Upon receiving a. com~ 
plaint, the Commission notifies 
the judge as to the nature of the 
complaint, and, based on the 
jUdgfls response, the Commis­
siondl;'cicies whether to close the 
me or conduct an independent 
investigation. Pollowing such an 
investigation; the Commission 
has the power to make 
recommendations to the 

Supreme Court for disciplinary 
action. 

Aside from .its investigations, 
the Commission rendered eight 
formal opinions during 1977. 
These deal with such matters as 
campaign contributions, accept­
ance of personal gifts and appro­
priate extra-judicial activities, 
such as serving as a guardian for 
an elderly family member. 

~.-~ .. ~~ .. ~~-. --~~~~~ .. ~----------~ .. 
J}tdkial'QuaHfications CommissioIl .' . 

, . .. '.' . . Ii" 
'2'0 

. ·li.H.;l'&tty t JtJ/(:nfllrffI(W, '. 
Alban)" Attorney . . " . 

. Howtu"dEctofr uitqph(tiritt~fl ..•. 
rfU$t t?ompany13ank . .. .... 
Al'la;nt~ . 

'A:mUel?Gl'~VeS : 
.<Tlfi!Ti'I.CpJlilivAdvrrfit*r '. 
. Cl~d<,e$vl11e '> 

·frat.kC. Jones ' 
'lvfal;;onAttorney 

. '. Jitdge~.A .. Riihardl<ellyon·" ' . 
. $.I,iperior :Court . . ." 
Northeastern Jlidlditl CirCUit 
Gainesville' . 

'. ludg~, BYfOti' f{.Mathews .. . 
, ShiteCourt'ofCoweta Cpu.ntY 

New,l')an. ..~ .. . .... . ... ' .,' . 
':of .)~ 

Superior Courts Sente:tlce Revie,tV Panel . 
[JUring the PMit ti!1cnl year. the 

fmrr qUi'\rt~rly TUIn<»o of the . 
Supt:<t'ior CtllU't5 Sent(!nel..~ 
R('vil~W I)'llm:1 revIewed ;to tot~1 ()f 
l,03£i CI1!J('f$ ~I)pro'l(im;)tely one .. 
third morc thtm W(lre reviewed 
th!ftna th~ prCVi(lUfl yeAr. The . 
litmiett'tCCJ lha.ti\ro 8ublect t{) 

r~viewhy fhi! J)!l.flel ilte those 
toMhng five yc~.rjor more whkh C 

llj\vf,t \1iHm nxc~l nndimposed by 
4i'!Udg~4 fl(C~j1t. b't d!.mth peni\lt)t 
~~UH~lft 4\:$provium,{ by fh~ Judf~~ 

Sentencing Act (Gil. Lnws 1974, p. 
352). The paneils composed of 
three fHlperior court judges plus 
one supernumerary member} 
appointed by the president of the 
Council of Superior Court Judges 
to Serve for three~month terms. 

Review of sentenCe is not 
",utomntic ilOd an application for 
f(.wiew must be flied with the 
clerk of the S(HlJencing superior 
court' within thirty days: of the 
d~te th~ aQntem:o is imposed or 

within thirty days of the date the 
remittur from the appellate court 
is rtI.ade on the judgment of the 
sentencing court, whichever 
occurs: last. The panel must con­
sider all available information on 
each case referred to it to deter­
mine if the imposed sentence is 
eXGeSsively harsh, and,if a 
majority agree that it is too 
harsh, the Sentence Review 
Panel will reduce the length of 
the sentence; the panel cannot 
increase any sentence. 

Of the ll0~5 caSeS reviewecd by 
the panel last year, eighty sen­
tences were reduced for a cumu­
lative reduction rate of '1.73 per­
cent for197'1. Since its inception, 
the panel has reviewed a total of 
1,952 sentences, affirmed 1/817 
and reduced 135 for an overall 
cl,lmulative reduction tate of 6.92 
percent from July 1, 19'14, 
through Jtrne30~ 1977. 



FY 1975, 

FY 19'76 

FY1977 

f' 

Superior Courts Sentence Review Panel 
Fiscal Year 1977 

Caseload Summary 

336 

Panel 9 Panel 10 Panel 11 Panel 12 

Key: 

Cumulative Reduction Rate 
as of June 3D, 1977 
6,92 per cent 

Three-Year Comparison of Caseload of Sentence Review Panel 

159 

703 
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Superior Courts Sentence Review Panel of Georgia 
Fiscal Year 1977 

Panel1X Panel XI 
(July 1 through (January 1 through 
Septelnber 3D, 1976) ~- March 31, 1977) 

" f,rt;; 

Judge WaIter C, McMiIll1n, Jr. Judge Harold R. Banke, chairmail 
Clmlrmntt Clayton Judicial Circuit 
Middle Judicial Circuit Milledgeville 
Sllndt!fsviUe 

Judge Joseph B. Duke 
Judg~ Oscar D. Smith, Jr. Ocmulgee Judicial Circuit 
ChaUahoochee Judicial Circuit Milledgeville 
Columbus 

Judge StUn L. WhitmIre 
Judge John R. Harvey 
Atlantic Judicial Circuit 

Pllnt Jurlki(lI Ch'cuH: Pembroke 
Barrtcsvillc 

Judge James L. Bullnrd 
Judge Joseph c. Jackson 
Supernumerary 

.;lIpl'l'1Iuml'fll ry Coweta Judicial Circuit 
Cobb ]udldf!I Circuit LaGrange 
MilrMtit 

0 

Panel X. Panel XII 
(October 1 through (April 1 through 
()Decen'\ber31J 1976) June 3D, 1977) 

Judge C~or8e At HQ:r:kan; Jr. Judge Howell Cobb Ravan 
Cfmjrtlum Chnirmntl 
Southern J~ldldill Circuit ~! Cobb Judicial Circuit 
Moultri<." Marietta 

Judgu Thanlll5 W. Ridgway Judge W. C;.Elliott 
Alcovy }utilcl:'lICireult Southern Judicial Circuit 
MOl1l'Oe Valdo~ta 

hulg\} Hu,ghD. SO$cbcc Judge WHlis B. Hunt, Jr. 
flint j'udiclill Circuit Houston Judicial Circuit 
Fur~yth Perry 

JudgcCcO.r8~ I..lackson Judge William F. Blanks 
SllliUltut11llrl11J1 .. SliperlllOllcrary 
Otnmlgco JudicluJ Circuit Southwestern Judicial Circuit 
Cr(\y', Americus 

') 
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Developing a comprehensir;~ program of continuing edu'cll~ 
liofiC(1 opportunities for Ehesfate's judicial persP~11el is/he firs! 
order,of business for the Board of Trustees namedJorfhe 
Judicial College of Georgia. 

,,," : 



Annual Report 

CO'qpcil of Juvenile Court Judges ... ______ .... 
o 

l}xecuUy(! CommlHcc, 1977 
Judge' n~;clt.lt,(ff, Juvenile Court of Cobb County, 
, l'nr9idcl1t 
Judge RotUne: T.PowcH, Juvenllt! Court of Fulton 

County, Pmidtul·elrd 
Judge H. M. Criln~1 Jr., Juventle Court of Bartow 

County, Vict Pmitfcttf 
Iudge Grady tJlcRCY, Juvenile Court of Chatham 

County, Treasurer . . 
)itdge CeQrge W. UtOWJ1, Jr., Juvenile Court of Hall 

County, StUffllyy 
Judge DennIs JOtHlih Juvenile Court of DeKalb 

(.\)tmtY1 I1111ttC'lIir.U PI1I;f Prlfsitlcill 

~rhQc State~ti juvenile justice system is made up of 
.m~ny ~(}mpon~n~$. Tho courts which exercise juris .. 
di,Uon in JuvtmlW t'nattcrli have (l special responsi­
bUtty for t'ffectlv.cly using the oth.or resources and 
$QrVl(l'U oLth(} luv(~nHe justice system. 

In ancUorth, improvt!thl! administration of 
itlliUC~ in thl: luv{lnllec tourts, the Council of Juve~ 

.nIlcCaurt Judges, which Is c'lmposeclof judges 
<,xen:lllins IUl'\!H.iictlofl it\ juvenile matters h'l 
G"orf~ia, plilCC'd parUc::ulur cmph",sis on education, 
f\.~OfdlJ Kf!Cptng Md ci.1seload l'cJ.Rlrting systems 
during fitJcal Y~ilt 1,97i\ 

,)"h~Co\uH:;il ;,150 QiJvalopc.d ,1 benehb()ok and 
fcvilU.ld it~ Mmm«l illr }tItW,Of COUl'1 jllrigl'5. Informa .. 
tion tnt the resources Ilnd operations t)f the 
iUVClllH~t.'oUl.'t5 wns collected for Interpubllcatfon. 
Th~Counc!l of Juvenile Court Judges continued 

ttl 'IIervl,1 ttl various advisory t'llpacities on juvenile 
lu~U,e n1l1ttcrs And worked closely with the judicial 
C,,)tmeillAOC) the- DivIsion of Ytmth Services of 
t.l.u<O.'~l~artl1nmt or H,.umftt\ Resources (OHR.), the 
]udidl\[P!fJ,t\n,ns Cg!i\mitt~~ {ltv! the Judicial 
Co!legiY aHleorgill., 
Th~ Cuum:ll. tr('ntfd ift '19c11 by the Gem:ril! 

A~hJembly tG!1,t;:",lr AmI. ,311A .. .501-«(I) (b». is 
t'n'rpowered wUh authority ttl estllbHshseMrnl 
I~;didtNi tQr tbe:o C,'vndud of courts: t'xcrcisint jurIs;. 
ijl~Uon avt'f l\J\t~fiUe$ amI nll1'YpronmlSllte uniftn:m 
rult!l 4'tl'ldformsst}v~rnins pr'(:)ctroures und 
prAtU~elY ,of th~ (Qurts. 0 

Judge Rex R. Ruff 

Education 
In the area of education, the Council and its sfaff 

were directly involved in developing and conduct­
ing training workshops. A seminar for juvenile 
court probation officers of the independent 
systems was pr~sented. This seminar, the second 
of its type, served thirty-two persons, both line 
staff and supervisors. A workshop for juvenile 
c~)urt it,!. d.ges w. as held and another one was 
d~veloped during fiscal year 1977. 

lirhe Council is representer,l by its president on 
the Board of Tru?tees of the newly cteated Judicial 
College of Georgia. The college will be responsible 
for develQping a comprehensiveprogtam of ~. 
continuing judicial education. 

Also, the Council made application jointly with 
the Dlvision of Youth Services for federal funds ' 
fora workshop for direct service personnel. The 
grant will prOvide for training of almost four 
hundred persons. 

Pu bHcations 
The Coundl'sMa/lllal for Juvenile CQ/lrl Judges Went 

into its second pdnting during the yeat. Revisions 
were sent to judges who had receiv~,d the earlier 
~dition~ for insertion in the loose~leaf Mil/Will •. The 
Mauual contains model legal forms'and addresses 
almost all aspects of juvenile court procedures. 

., 
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Development of a BenchbooJc for jupenile Courl Judges 
was well under way during the last fiscal year, 
with printing scheduled fat early falL The bench­
book, modeled on local bench books prepared for 
the Juvenile courts of Fulton and ~obb counties, is 
designed as a resource book for jU\!;enile court 
judges and referees on the bench. The benchbook 
contains an indexed compilation of 'statutes and 
case law and permits reference to these as the need 
arises during hearings. 

R~cords; Caseload Reporting 
The activities of the Council of Juvenile Court 

Judges in the areas of records keeping and case­
load reporting were coordinated whenever possible. 
The Council's juvenile courts consultant worked 
with the AOC's records manageme~lt consultant 
on the model dockets project. ModeJ dockets Were 
ordered by juvenile courts of fifty-nine counties. 

Development was begun on a syste

1
1U for juvenile 

court caseload reporting which would' employ a <­

tear-out second sheet in the juvenile lourt docket 
book. This would allow computer ana ~SiS of case 
information. Progress on the system, bne of two 
for gathering data on the work of the1juvenile 
coutts, was temporarily halted during th~ year 
because the appropriations for the year fell short 

.0 
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of expectations and the funds necessary for its 
completion were not received. 

Dat?- on the juvenile courts' caseloads for fiscal . 
year 1977 was collected by the AOC and by district 
court administrators who used originalpapersancl 
dockets in each juvenile court in the. state and 
employed standard definitions of terminology from 
county to county. Previous reporting methods on 
the work of the juvenile courts-annual reports of 
individual courts and a batch reporting system 
used by the Division of Youth Services-did .not 
provide adequate information for comparing work­
loads, forecasting needs and analyzing the effec-: 
tiveness of new programs. 

New Statutes 
Several measures passed by the 1977 General 

Assembly brought changes in the area of juvenile 
justice (see Appendix Eight for review of legisla.:. 
tion). The most far-reaching c4,anges were, 
provided in the "Status Offender Act" which 
provides for a comprehensive revision to the Juve­
nile Court Code. Other measures provIded for a 
revision of the adoption laws, redefined "child" as 
it relates to debrived children, provided for revision 
of the juvenile court code relating to 
hospitalization for mentally ill and mentally 
retarded children and other changes. 

Efforts to collect information about the juvenile 
courts and the juvenile tourt judges themselves 
were begun by the Council of Juvenile Court 
Judges during the last Hscill year. Two studies 
developed during the year coHeeted inforrnationon 
the resources and opera tions of the juvenile court.s 
and on the qualificatio,ns of the judges who serve 
them. 

Judicial Personnel 
During the past fiscal year, there were seven' 

fuB-time and thirty-one part",time juvenile court 
judges; six state courtjlldges and thirty-eight 
superior court judges also heard juvenile cases, c 

Results of the study of the qualif1cationso£ juve~ 
nile court judges reveal a favorable cQrnp(lrisorr 
with the results ota national survey of juvenile 
court judges made'in 197.3 •. From theStl1dy a' 
composite can be, drawn: the Georgia juvenile eourt 
judge is a male law school graduate, OVer fifty 
years of age! with a $ubstantiallegal Background . 
. The other'stu!iy of the juv!;!Qile CClurts reveals 

wide differences in resot.irc~s of the juvenile .courts ~ 
throughout the s't?t~. The annual salary reported 

, by tull-time JUVenile court fudges rangeli from" 
$16,500 to. $36,200, for anayer<\1ge bF $29,,51';. 
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r'Jlrt~timf! jUVt?fdit~ ,out! fudge!! reported i1 saJary 
r.mgc .from $1,.200 to $Zl.,OOO, Ml average of 
$n/ll~8, . 

Rf'fmrtl?d MI.I1Uld UpL'ri'lting expet1dHure5 and the 
mnnbct' 41f Gupport peflwnncl also Vilty widely, 
Scvvn {(iU:r!11 reported no support personnel, while 
tlw two ,uvel'lllL' '(Huts On the metro Atlanta ~ea) 
tUWL" mnrl" lImn Oft" hundred support person,,,,1 
provided by lh(~ {'n1Hlty. Th~l <lvcr.,ge llum~p ()f 
qn.H"t !iUppottp(?t'9otln~1 for counUes with fuU.Ume 
juv{'uU,' court judges is fH.'Vcmty .. fjvc. The avel'ilgc 
numher of ~ut>pot't pCl'l'lt1nnci for l'art"timc juvenile 
ttmrt judgcu iff three. 

ArUlU<i1 budgot~) (tn' juv~nilee')Urt5 with part­
tIm~ jtufgtrg, ri'lnt~C from Z/i!W to $ZS2,OOO. The 

1uvenile Courts ......... ''"'''11 m_ n r I Til.' IS I 

county Dilte Etilnblitlhcd County 

Chatham ~t915 Clarke 
Fulton 1915 Camden 
Muscog('c 1~16 Clayton 
Bibb 191'7 Lowndes 
l~l()yd 191'7 Gordon 
JUchmond lq17 Sumter 
'Y'roup 19'19 Ci1rroll 
C'} 1'923 Ware ~ yon 
.t")UHherty 19Z5 App.ling 
I)c1<l,lb 1Q2.7 Wayne 
CoI(tuHt 1.t:137 Newton 
Hi1~ 1938 Houston 
('lwinnctt 193Q Walker 
whntjt.'ld 11.;1<10 Bartow 
Thomali VJil7 "Her\l~y 
LilUfC'ri9 1951 W.11ton 
Cobb 1~'51 Dade 

'*N1,){: c€:l'tait\ 

juvenile courts with fun~time judges have a range 
of yearly expenditures from $62,560 to more than 
$2 million in two courts in the heavily populated 
Atlanta area, 

Fun-time judges, according to thestudy~ spend 
from fourteen to forty hours on the bench each 
week These fudges spend an average of another 
twenty-one hours each week on administrative 
matters, Part~time juvenile court judges average 
about seven hours hearing cases and about another 
seven hours on administrative matters each week. 

These studies r.epresent first-time compilations 
of this information. This data is expected to aid in 
planning for improvements in the juvenile justice 
system. 

.1 f 

Date Established County Date Established 

1953 Butts 1974 
1953 Catoosa 1974 
1955 Lamar 1974 
"lQ55 Fayette 1976 
19'$,5 Pike 1976 
1957:\ Spalding 1976' 
,,(960 Upson <1976 
1960 Meriwether 1976 
1963 Terrell 1976 
1964 Banks 1977 
1967 Barrow 1977 
1968 Crisp 1977 
1971 Jackson 1977 
1971 Coweta Unknown 
-t~7r- Polk Unknown 
1973 
1974. 
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"0nlyby the., adoption 0!sotmd"adminMriltivepracfic8s 
'. will Ehe courfs be ablefo med Ihe increased andincrtmsing 
burdens placed on them. The time has passed when the court 
system willcarryifs load 'if eJlcli Judge does Jzisjob/There 
mustoalso beorganiz(ItiOn and sysEemo'so as fa leave/he judge 
to his job ofJu#ging. II . 

ChicI'll/slietWarren E,13urger 
United Sfaf~$ sCpreme Court 
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Appendix One rtz· +ge+g 

Judicial Council of Georgia Created 

Act No.178 Cn, L<1W$ 1973, p. 288 
An Act tQ c.rentu It ]uclkla!. Council of the Stllte of Georgia; to 

tmwlde- tor the membef8hlp of the council, their qUlllificatlons, 
livpoJntmtml, e/eCHoti, cPlnpcmsation, expenaes, terms ef office, 
IIUCCC8S!OIl, dulles, powers, IHlthorlty and responsibilities; to. 
provIde Jor 4 mf.!lhod of tilling Vacancies; to. pro.vide fer 
tnecUngll of the (0111icl1; tgpro.vldll for officers of the ceuncil 
Ilnd Ihllrr tl.'r'mSI toprovlc!ji for rules for the transaction of 
blltfM811; 10 Cfaate the AdmInistratiVe OHice of thll Courts; to. 
:provldc Ihnlllllf.'h office $hnll $Crv1H19 the staff for the Judicial 
CouncIl; to provide for the appointment of a Dlrec!oro.f the 
Admlnhtratlvc OWcc of tho Courts and his cempensatiel1, 
Qutle3, pOWet~, auth!>rHy nnd term of office; to provide for 
il~lIt~hlnlllf ell/dc.1! tlmi secretllxlal employees and their duties 
Mel compefllHltlon; to provide for the duUes and i\uthorlty of 
thc Admll"fltr~tlve OWcn of th(l Courts; to provide for annual 
repol'lJl; \{) prOVIde tlt,lIllle proYIBlons ()f this Act shall not be 
!;PI\~lrUed iUllltnltlns or affecting the autho.rlty (lrany court to 
ilPpolnt llumlnllllflltivc or clerical personnel; to previde for other 
mllUU1"1I rcllltive to llw foregoing) to provide an effectlvedatc; 
to repeal ~!1 Act creAting a Judlchll Council of the State o.f 
GcOrglif""llprovcd Filbtuary ~a, 1945 (Ca, L. 194$. p. 155); to. 
rcpclIl (QMllcllnp. laW9; IIml for plher purposes. 

De: 1I'1lf\.licled by the Gctlerill Auembly of Georgii\: 
S~cll!in 1. (n) There 1$ hereby crcnted the Judi~lal CCI.mdt ef 

the Stille oT ellOtgla. 'fhe council shall bi! composed of elevt:!n 
Il\\lmb\!t$, n!nc of whom shall bc judges of CO\lrt~ of record of 
the sa~tc> The two rcmillhlns mcnlbers shaUlle the president of 
th4! StijI~ Bar of Georgi" and the imn)cpiate past president of 
lne$tlllll' .a~r ·Qf Cil:orsil!. The 1nmill. nine judicial members of 
thil COlttlt.:lI ~ltl\tr be appotn{edhy til!! GOllernor, with three such 
inlUlll mtlill\x:rl< being appolntl!u for alerm of four years, three 
!lllth 11\111:1.1 membersb¢ln8 llppolrtte~ tor a t~rm of three yeilrs, 
Md Ihl't!{lllucithi1Ua.l n\iHl'IbllrS belll8 ;lppointed for a term ef 
twu Y('\lr$. tmmedilltilly prior to the .explraUQn ot n member's 
t~tm Qf oftlcu All a member. the council shan elect a neW 

m(1~biti' Itl . .$\lcceed the ffi. embel'wlw$\l tll~m Is expiring. rollow­
'ItlS tl,et~rm$of th\f lolll .. 1 member$ appolnted by tile 
·Gov(:I'flJ)r. Ihe term or oWCe of c:,lch illdld",l membe;- of the 
t(lul)dl tlhilU k for ~ perl<Xt of (pur years. Theinltlnl members 
(it tb~ «lul1cll .. h~1\ tllkc OffiCi: OIl May 1.1973. and sUcccf!ding 
,mefi\b<:f'i \'!Eth~ (\ll!niiil.$h~1l takcotflcc on the first day of May 

n 

following tht:!ir t:!lection by the council. No judicial member of 
the council. shall be eligiblt:! to. succt:!t:!d himself for a cl~nsecutive 
term as a member. Tht:! president and immediatt:! pasf presidenf­
of the Statt:! Bar of Gt:!orgia shall servt:! as members oJ: tht:! 
council only during their tenurt:! as president or immt:!diate past 
presidt:!nt of tht:! Statt:! Bar of Geergia. 

(b) In the t:!vent a vacancy occurs in the judicial membership 
of the council as a rt:!sult of the death, rt:!signation, retirement, 
rt:!moval Of failurt:! of rt:!-election as a judge of a court of record, 
the rt:!maining members of the council shall t:!lect a qualified 
person to serve fer the rt:!maindt:!r of the unt:!xpirt:!d term of the 
membt:!r whose seat is vacant. The person electt:!d to fill such 
vacancy shall takt:! .effice immediately upon his election. 

Section 2. The council shall mt:!et at such times and places as 
it shall dt:!tt:!rmine necessary or convenit:!n! to pt:!rform its duties. 
The council shall annually elect a chairman and such other 
officers as it shall deem necessary and shall adopt such rules for 
the transaction of its business as it shall desirt:!. The mt:!mbers of 
the council shall rect:!ive no. compensatien for tht:!ir services, but 
shall be reimbursed for their actual expt:!nses incurred in the 
pertermanct:! of their duties as mt:!mbers of the council. 

Section 3. Tht:!re is hert:!by created the Administrative Offict:! 
of the Courts, which shall. servt:! as the staff for tht:! Judicial 
Council, 

Section 4. Tht:! Judicial Council shall appoint a Director of tht:! 
Adnlinistrative Office ef the Courts, who shail serve at the 
pleasure of the Judicial Council. The director shall be the 
execuUvt:! head of the Administrative Office of the CoUrts and 
shaH perform such duties as provided in this Act or as may bt:! 
delegated to him by the Judicial Council. The dirt:!ctor shall 
devote his full timt:! to his official dUties. The dirt:!cter shall 
receive such compensatiqn and t:!xpt:!nses a:s may bt:! authorized 
by the Judicial Council. With tht:! approvo:! of the Judicial 
Council, the director shall appoint such a$~istants, der.ical and 
secretarial employees as art:! necessary to enable him to pt:!rform 
his duties and fix tht:!ir compensation. 

Section 5. Undel' the supervision and direction of the Judicial 
Council l the Administrative Office of the Courts shall perform 
the foliowing duties. 

(n) Consult with and assist judges, administrators, clt:!rks of 
court and otht:!f officers and employees of tht:! ceUrt pt:!rtaining 

.,J 



to matters relating to court administration and provide such 
services as are requested. . 

(b) Examine the administrative and business methods and 
systems employed in the offices related to and serving the 
courts and make recommendations for necessary improvement. 

(c) Compile statistical and financial data and other informa­
tion on the. judicial work of the courts and on the work of other 
offices related to and serving the courts, which shall be 
provided by the courts. 

(d) Examine the state of the dockets and practices and proce­
dures of the courts and make recommendations for the 
expedition of litigation. 

(e) Act as fiscal officer and prepare and submit budget 
estimates of State appropriations necessary for the mainte­
nance and operation of the judicial system. 

(£) formulate and submit recommendations for the improve­
ment of the judicial system. 

(g) Perform such additional duties as may be assignecl by the 
Judicial Council. 

(h) Prepare and publish an annual report on the work of the 
courts and on the activities of the Administrative Office of the 
Courts. 

Section 6. The provisions of this Act shall not be construed liS 

limiting or affecting the authority of any court. 
Section 7 .• This Act shall become effective upon its approval 

by the Governor or upon its becoming law without his -_ 
approval. 

Section 8. An Act creating a Judicia! Council for the State of 
Georgia, approved February 28, 1945 (Ga. L. 1945, p. }liS), is 
hereby repealed in its entirety. 

Section 9. All laws and parts of laws in <;:onflict with this Act 
are hereby repealed. (> 

Approved April 3, 1973. 

Appendix Twoo ... _ ............ __________ - _____ ....... 

Funding Summary for Judicial Council of 
Georgia! Administrative Office of the Courts 
Fiscal Year 1977 

Project 

General 
Board of Court Reporting 
.Sentence Review Panel 
Judicial Qualifications Commission 
Court Administration 

District Court Administration 

Education 

Information SysteITl 

Planning 

Records 

Traffic . 

Source 

State Funds 
State Funds 
State Funds 
State Funds 
LEAA Grant 
76A-oS-OOl 
LEAA Graht 
76A-08-002 
LEAA Grant 
76A-20-012 
LEAA Grant 
76-DF-04-0041 
LEAAGrant 
76-DF-.D4-0024 
LEAA Grant 
76A-18-007 
Office of Highway Safety 
Grant 307-77-001-001 

Total 

$178,668 
7,500 

36,049 
10,000 

235,000 

201,7n 

56,900 

200,000 

64,059 

56,900 
~. c, 

66,000 

f) 

o 
o 

o '. 

Ii' 
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Appendix Three _____ -_-____ .... __ ...... _ 

Members of the 
Judicial Council of Georgia 

May I, 1973 to June 30, 1977 
'::..:' 

:: $'.'. ',-

lud~IiF. Jick AdamG 
t"reJlldMt 
Stale Oar (if Georgia 
(61ilf7J to 6/7/74) 

lud8t: ~r;im:J9 W. Allen 
Stlltc Court of DuHoch County 

Ii 

Judgl} Hill nell 
Super/or Court 
M;m)ll Judlclal ~Ircult 

}ud8i: Mllrcu9 n. Calhoun 
Superior Court 
$ou~h().tn Judlch'll Circuit 

Judge J:l'i\td<. $, Cheathllm, Jr. 
Sup~r'Qr Court 
all_Ull'l\ JudicIal Clrc:ult 

ltuJl:\1,l H. Sol CI'Irk 
Ceorsfll CQut~ ()f Al'pcnlu 

Hqfu/dG.Clarkll 
Prl1,ldr:"~ 
Stille lli\r of {1eorgla 
(614/'10 to6/3171) 

A.O. Chwc1alldl 11'. 
Vru_tdcnl 
ShU\! OiH' of Georsl/\ 
(614171 to 61Zl'1i) 

ludgtli<cnnlllh .8. FuUpwlll 
Stal¢ Court of MUI!t:og:ce County 

J ,lIttW ). Uowl"" Cil'ilY 
Supe~tQr CQUrt . 

. 'l'ifUm ]udkll\t Cil'(ult 

Itl$.ifCt; WllIhlmn. Cunter 
SUflr~mc Court (If G~orS!l\ 

J"~HC\t Jtobllft H. lhn 
SUl1rtn\eCoutt or Georg.!l.l 

Term 

6/8/73 to 6/7/7S 

7/1/76 to 6/30/80 

5/1/73 to 6/30/76 

6/7/73 to 6/30/75 

7/1/75 to 6[30[79 

7/26/74 to 6/30/75 

7/1/76 to 6/30/78 

5/1/73 to 6/8/73 

511/73 to. 6/30/76 
< .. " 

stl/7:no 6/3/75 

5/1/73 to 7/2.6/74 

S/l/73 to 6130/77 

I. \< 

74 

Office Held 

Chairman 
7/1/74 to 6130/75 

Secretary-Treasurer 
711/73 to 6/30/74 
Vice Chairman 
7/1/74 to 6/30/75 
Chairman 
711/75 to 6/30/76 

Vice Chairman 
7/1173 to 6/30/74 

Chairman 
617173 to 6/30/74 
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Judicial Administration Act of 1976 

Ad: Nq. n~o Cit. f.itwt 1976~ p. 7g:t 
All Ad ttl mMf~ JulIldl'!1 AdmitlinttaliOit Oi$irit'ltf Ilmlth(.t 

boundnH't d't1ftoi; to pt()lIidl.' [or ;\ IIhort title: to provide for 
ImJu;ud Aumlllttff4Unn (}illtrlet COlll1dllt, their r:ompt,)~lUol1, 
Jlr~MdiftH uUu:t'I'l), tn(!{!tlflg~ and c6\lIbH6hing of rull:g; to Imwide: 
for tbe IJlllClJO:I1 of Admjnll!trjtlv~Judllei1, tht'ir term. removal, 
d\UtCti,lluthmily, MId c:mnpCntllltiofl; to provide [(if' Admil\il'itrll* 
Iltit' A¥@j,llMnfll, tIl(lil' tIU"tlfl',itlOIllJ, duties, mrnpl.'1l6.1ticm, and 
ditlllittlul!iOItl ttl' JlrtlVltftt for tlllYl.'rablitl,y; ll1l'foylgi? iIll ('(E('cUve 
dAft'; hJ ftlpl.'ltl ,onrlitUflfl.lilw:l; ,1i)d fot ~lher f~OIll.'ll. 

rJ{!' it J.lfll\(ft'd bytl1/.' (jl.'lWflll Ap~c:mbly 4,t Ceornia; 
S!I{Ullfll.5hl).tt 'HUt'., Thill ALI ilhilll b(! kllOwn and may bl.' 

"H~"Iljjl! "TIw fudid"T Adlllinf~lrMI{ln Act of 1976-/' 
Set'ttQn~. JI1IJld;d A4lJlilJillltrallcm nItl.ldct$1 Cr~ilUOI'I, Tl.'n 

no» ludihill AdmJj\tt1trilwm l)Julrktll of mOIl' or refit! equal 
fii1fll,t!illiIJ/\ 111 e~dl DllJtrlrt .m· hl!tl'bYniMted within tIlt' Slate. 
fht>buuMlil'lt., nf llll' hm Iutl'tiilJ Adtt\llll~trl1tlon Di$tricls, to 
thpftl~nt ffOli!i1ibltr. !.ihidl follow tIll' pre$(lnl boundnrii)J; of the 
tvit' niU U.S (;'oog/iqgGioll411 l)liirkwi ~tl\[lt th.,t l;il(;hl.1xi$~il'lg 
jUdi41lll"dl'l.uit tlhAII ft>mitm inti!ct <\f\d tlhul! nut be l'lm'd in 

o rn{.lt~thillt fiftU Judlcud AdrrunllllrAtiOIl Oi9trlct. 1'ho (iovl.'t11or, 
"'tt~r mnfcrtlnjfWllh the SU11(ll'lor C"IIUftJudgt% tlh.:tll l'st.1bli$h 
by My 1. lI11(>, tht"mlf,iOlllbol1ndllfil1tt O(Ci\cll Judlciol Admin­
l~tf"tt!1n r.'I~trjn [llmmllnt 1.0 tht" (lruvhillns of this sl1ction, Th(} 
tfU HOI Admimlifr,'Uv(' Jud,avfj provided ror in this Ad .may 
fJnt",jq# '1)( ~fty lW~~li'lilr)' d'ilnf;t'~ in t}w bmuldM/('S In liu,h 
P!~trk~l}n\lt llltO(lllhm'l'lt with Ihe pmvl!lionll ()( thill S~ctl()n. 

rr B~IiQlt ~.1udJd~1 Admlntlitrlltloll Oblrkl CoulldliJ. A 
e:::-~~=--:,:'~r;r'1"mmrtCmim;rr iIlr lnIt'fr j\llilctai AtimfUi!ifrlHion-t:1illtrkt if! 

J'., 

. htf{jt~y,U{lAtt'd, t,{lmlm~t'U of 11;1 jUdIW~ uf till.' $UpCriOf ((lUfts 

wIthin'dH1 Dilill'lt" Th~ !l\jp"'rt~r (llUtt judgl.' it\ (t,\<:h Oistrict 
h~VUlJJ ilt'hillrlty ill numb,,/, ll(ft1Jlr'll ~9 1'1 fiutJl'fiOf nmrl judge 
(illiJU iirf\'\t i\~ }lr~l\tillg \ifilll.'f of llw Dltltmt t,\l\wril, tllch 
DI1itrit;{ founnt §.han tnc{tt at It'Mt (1IlH' 1l. YCilr ili1d ,1II tlftNl tiS 

f('il~lirl'd l~} dl~til1il\ ·tldmlfll~tr.1tlV'~ flrtlblcnn rrnlliaf to thC' 
Dl'llh'll;t AlUt\)lh('twjl!i~h) lwrform ill dullc'\}, E",h PI$lrict 
t: inn\!;!l 'fihitU ,"tU4bUilh tlllllil. 1>y mMority VOl\", which IlhllU ('Over 
tb(' na111 t(.~An Audlht.nat ou:t'ltn311 ,Hld proc;CUUf!.'ll for h\l!\dlio& . 
th~ ;lI!lInlhl~U'AII\'{! WOtl!. of the C()~tr\l:d, 
S~nQ)l;4, l}lllirici MlfIlnb~l';lUv~ llUtgi!.1'h~ jlJdgel> ~)f t:'",'h 

nj11n~J ('mUlcll ~h"lf .'i~,t A l'iUlwm}r '\.itlrt ,Ut/gf.' or II judge 
't'mr,nmWf t'! dl~ J'upt'm-r{lun r~ 1It'i'\"!, tor It ~:l ... t}>y{>i'it' I(lfm '19 
an ';'A\I6\U\I$ff~Uv~ ludg(!' within tlw ui$trli't Tnt:' Pi!ltri~t 

... l\,Jmh\l~ftltwtllud~~ l\h~U !I¢r\'·t" unull\i!i/~U'C~lt~l'r t9 \'kdrd. 
o 4ltd "\H\~fttdl J!rovm~d: h\lWflti.'r. lhi'lt tht~ D(.!ltriet AllmllUlI(fol' 

n~w!ud~~~tttiIY t~ rt1ll~ml(ld lit ,\try hnw by it \wo4hirdtt ..,<11(1 ,It 
~ *~l\~'t. \m"l~dll\M l~~ PMfl't \\l\It\(iI tbl' duli~l\·,~\f Admm· 
lifftlh\<i! tlJdAt' 'IItti1U t!{\ ,iddlhn'Ml ~tuti" wMdt ftO,1U IlOt bt' 
.:M1ftrut-d t~ dlmtn~bhlf! othl'r fi'1l11l}n!llbdlliW 

Sectlc," 5. Admini~trative Assistant. Each District Adminis~ 
trative Judge if; hereby authorized to hire a full-time' assistant 
.,dequately trained in the duties .0£ court administration. The 
assistant shall assist in the duties of the District Administrative 
Judge, provide scmer-al court administrative services to the 
District Council, and otherwis<!perform such duties as may be 
ilssigned (0 him by the Dfsrrict Administrative Judge. Each 
a'9ist,lIIt shall be an employee of the JudiCial Branch of State 
Government and shall be In the unclassified service of the State 
Merlt System of Personnel Admini$tration. The assistant shall 

, be compensated in an amount and manner to be determined by 
uniform rulas adopted by the ten (10) Administrative Judges. 
Ea,h assistant shal! be compensated out of funds made available 
for such purposes within thl.' Judicial Branch of Government, 

Additional fundli shall. be made available for needed clerical 
and other office operating c;o~ts of the assistant. 

Sc.;tion 6, Duties and Authority of DistrlctAdminislrative 
Judge. The ti;;ti¢1l and autho;rity of each, District Administrative 
Judge shall be as follows! 

(a) To faRuest, collect and receive information from the 
courtsoCrpcorcl within his District pursuant to uniform rules 
promul~1i'~~d by the ten (10) Administrative Judges; 

(b) To 'authorize and assign an)' superloJ: court judge within 
th(1 Diglrict to sit on any type of caSe or handle other adminis­
,trative OJ' judid'ill matters within the District, provided, . 
hQwever, that the assignment shall be made with the corisent of 
the assigned judge <lnd with the consent of the majority of the 
jlldgescor the' circuirO[l> which' the assignrnen(ls ma'de)that'the 
as!1ignment shall be made subjl,!ct to rules profUulgat!.'d by the 
District Council by if majority YOre of the superior court judges 
within the District. 

Section 7. Sev\!J'.1billty. In the event any section, subsection, 
sentence. claus!,' or phrase of this Act shall be declared or 
.,diudged invalid or unc()n~titufionalt 54eh adjudication shall in 
no manner affect the other sections, subsections; sentences, 
dlluses, or phr:lses of tJlis Act, which shall remain of full force 
nnd effect. as if the section. subsection, sentence, clause or 
I'lmlse s~j declared ora.djudged inv"lid or unconstitutional were C,' 

not {)rlginnll), i1 part hereof. The General Assembly hereby ' .. 
deelarE.'s that it w{)uld have passed the remaining parts or this 
A~t if it had known mat'stlch part or p~rts hereoTwomd be 
qeda.red or .,djlldged invalid or unconstitutional • 

SE.'c;lIon t\. EffectiVe Date.This Act sh(lJlbecoffi\:) effective July 
1,11)76. 

Section 9, Repealer. AlllaWl! and paits of Jaws in confliGt 
with this Act Me hereby rl.'pealed. 

Appr(wcd March 25. 197u. 

') 
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. Appendix Five "; 

The Georgia Court Reporting Act~\ 

Act No. 8Sl Ga. Laws 1.974, p. 345 
An Act to be known as "The Georgia Court Reporting Act" 

to provide a shod title; to provide for a declaration of purpose; 
to provide that the Judidal Council of Georgia is an agency of 

("-;the judicial' branch of State government for certain purposes; to 
\"(~prOVide for authority, powers and .duties of the Judicial Council 

" and of the Board of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council 
relative to the regulation of court reporting; to require 
certification of court reporters; 'to provide for injUnctions; to 
provide for penalties; to provide that it shall be unlawful for 
a person to engage in the practice of court reporting without­
being certified; to provide for rules and regUlations; to provide 
for practice ill,1d procedure; to provide for other matters relative 
to the foregoing; to provide for severability; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Georgia~ 

Section 1.. Short Title. This .. Act shall be known and may be 
~.ited as "The Georgia Court Reporting Act/' 

,," Section :l. Declaration of Purpose. It is hereby declared by the 
General Assembly of Georgia that the practice of court 
reporting carries important responsibilities in connection. with 
the administration of justice, both in and out of the courts; that 
the court reporters are officers of the courts,;)and that the right." 
to define and regulate the practice of court reportil'lg belongs 
naturally and logically to the judicial branch of the'State 
government. Therefore, in recognition of these principles, the 
purpose ofthis Act is to act in aid of the judiciary so as to 

-" "~~'-:-=iTIsure- illinimum"pro-(fc1eriqr"in -th'e'-pnlctice of t6U!f'reporlfng '~:J -G> 
by recognizing and conferring jurisdiction upon the Judicial 
Counl=JI of the State pf'Georgia to define and regulate the, 
J'radiiiie of cOUrt reportinj?;." . 

Section 3. Judicial Council of Georgia; Agency of Judicial 
Branch. The JudiCial Council of Georgi;!, as created by an Act 
~pproved April 3, 1913 (Ga. L 1973, p; 288); is herebyOecfared 
to. be an agency of the judicial branch of State government for 
the purpose of deflning and regulating the pr;!ctice of court 
reporting in this State. 

Section 4:"Definition~,~ The following words and 'phrases 
when lISed in this~Ac:t s,haH have the following meanings: 

(1) "C6urfcKepdrtii\'g=''''5lfaWmifail,!i1~rnaklrlifoFaverlJa1rm = ~ 
record by meflns of manu;!1 5h~)l~thand, machine shorthand or 
Stenomask or other means of personal verba tim transcription of 
any testimony given under oath ·oefore.or for submission to, any 
court, referee, court examiner ol'\board, commission or other 
body created by statute of this State, or any other proceeding 
where a. verbatim record is reqUired. 

(2) "Court Reporter" shaU:mean any person who is e'ngaged 
in tbe practice 'Of cO\.lrt reporting as a profession as-defined in 
this Act. The term "courtrepo,'ter" shall include not onlyi:hose0 
whGj1ctually n:;pod: judidilt'prQce~9ing5 in -=ou~fs, bu:ttntlse'" 
who make verbatim records as defined in subsection (1) I'lf this 
Section. 
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(3) "Certified Courr Reporter" shall mean i1ny person certified 
under provisions of this Act to practice verbatim reporUng" 

(4) "Board" shall mean the BOilrdof Court Reporting of the 
ludicial Council as hereinl)ft()r provided. . _ 

Section 5. Board of Court ReporUng of th~ Judich-il Council, 
creation, name, membership, appoi~tment, qualifici/.tions, 
terms, vacancies, removal. There. i!thereby established a bQilrd 
which shall be known and designated as the l1Boardof COllri; 
Reporting of thecJudidal Council" and shall be composed of 
seven members/four members to .be Certified Court Reporters 
and two members to be representatives from the State Bat of 
Georgia, and otle member from the judiciary, each of whon' 
shall have not lessJhan five years' experience in his or her 
profession. The initial board shall be appointed by the judicial 

-Council. The term of office shall be two yt>ars, and the Judicial 
. -Council shall fill Vacancies on the board. 

Any member of this board may bereJtibvect by the JUdiCial 
Council after a hearing at which the )udlclaJ Council shall have' 
determined cause for removal. 

Section 6, Oath of office t£ken by board, certificate of ,. 
appointment. Immediately and before entering upon ,the dllti~S 
of said office, the members (If the State B,oacd of Court Report~ . 
ing shall take the oath of office, and shall file the same in the 
cFfice of th!! Judicial CouncIl, which upon receiving said Q,Skhof 
office, shall issue to each member a certificate of Ilppointmenl'> 

~-S~ction:;7-i,-:.§)rganiZiit;\Jl'-iJf=buai'dr,~ ulc-nrtd:oteguiatton5f7il'e==~ 
board .shall each year eled from its l1\~rribers a chalnnan whose 
term shall be for one year and whq shall $erve dUring the " . 
period for which elected and until his or her successorshllll De 
elected. The board shall make all necessary ruleS and 
regulations to carry out the provisions of this Act, but saia 
rules and regulations shall be subject to reView by.fhe }udicii\L 
Council. 

Section S, Certified Court Reporter, corporMion a;~d (lrm 
namei regulations. Any person whQ has receiVed from the 
bOllrd a certificate as 'herein provided for $hall be known ~nd 
styled as a "CerUfi!.?<f Court Report~r," and shall be authotiied 
tOJ)!a:t~~a~suc.l! in tl'~~t~t~ 01 Geo~&!a, and lOUSe stIch title . __ .'_ 
or f!le-iiIJorevlafiOO"CC:R7'-rn SOdOTng. No OfficI' person,rum ~ 
or cbrporatlon~ all of themembet:s of which haye~ riot rCl;eivcd 
such <:erti£lcat.e,shall ,assvme th~\tltle "Certifled Cpurt, 
Reporter'~ or tbe abbreviation "ClC.R.:' or any other w-ot'qS pr 
abbrevIations tending to ind,icate. that thepersol1, firm or " 
corpof<Jtlon $0 u$ins" the $ame is,a r:~tt!ffea court repo,rte!', 

Section 9. Issuance of certHlcate, qu,,1Jficati~n$ fOI'!i . 
eertification. The boarel shall gr.anta certifkate as <l qprtlfilt'd 
Co~rt Reporter to any ci. tizen pf the ~njted St<1t;e$rc~idln~2.r 
havtng .aplace for the regular transachon.of busmess,Jn Jllls 

... Stafe(a)wlto- hllll i1lf11111e(Vthc~~:!!':Ofejg1ftl!eirYe~irs;~~'Qf500tr"==o--~--
moral character, and is a graduaM of a high' school or hilS n"d 0 
anequh'lI!entceducatiprIi llnd {b) who hall, except al' providel;!ln 

:) b 
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5edhm 11 (if tnlll Act, '11"tl5I1(1./1Iy p1l9$ed.ln examination in 
~lbiJ.um "ourt rllfWrtlnE~ {Iii Pftl$4'l"iPl!d ilt S~C'tiofi lO of thi!! Ad. 

5td'uJt 10, EX;llnftl>1Il(1tl ()f l'lppltCllnf$) hte, scope- of eXamin,,· 
mm. I~VfJfY p~rJjDlt <ft!IIJriIlf, 10 I:ommtmce .the prilctlc/.! oEcoorL 
,tfJ1UfUtlJ~ in Ilif. SWe_hall fill! jitl .wpHc:atiOtt (or II- certificate 
wUh !hlt 6t;\tlt .uOMQ oE Court f~epQr1ii18 upon ~uch form a~ 
lltiliU'be tldoptcd ilIld pn.lg(;'6btld by thl.lboard. At the time of 
1t/llkliig JllIto 1lt'l'fj(:.i'iliOff the !'Ippli~.i'inI .haJJ depo$lt with the 
fxj.ud lin cxlludnlttlall leI;!, to f" detcr.mlncc/ by the .ball rd. 
ni(ilt»it}lltlOM !!lililJ ·ht'conuudtd ;Ii often jig may be ncce!lltary 
nil d(ll~tmltlcd bylhet \xI1!(d, provJdC!d, thai (ixamfnaUcll'lsjlrc 
,(lUQtlti4':U ilt 1t>II_t UfiC'C iWlUtdly, Applicilnt~ lIhall be noUfieilby 
ftlJill (Ii IhM lwtdit!8 of fiuth ~xaminlltlf'M .M IM!.'r lhlln 1M (10) 
if.,.v.-vItIote the dlllc\jpon which .flue}, Cl< .. mlillatiOlls Me to be 
gjv~n, l!xu.mlnatloi'lll' Jlfillll vl$t'OfIductcd ilnd graded lI(.'cordlng to': 
ful~. lIod rCl)Ulllfliml.l prc$crlbedhy the board. . 

Sm:HQn U. EX¢rfll'lJon (film 111KIIlg cX;lmlnaUon. Any 
f/erlllllt • .1t ,ltltcnQ{thlll.Jnlted SldcF, who .hilli ilitilllil!d Ihc age 
·of flIHhl(i~n yl!1lI'II, of good n1oi'ill characteri who shall s\.Ibmit to 
tllfld llO;l!'d ~n IlWdayj( under (lAth thlil he or she hal! been 
lli!tlVl.'fy ~ml continuolUlly for OKlO YCl1( precedIng the passage of 
ihl, Ad prlnclplllly crlgased II/!: 11 C:OIJrtrcpo(tllr l!hall be exempt 
from tbklns $t!(1\ ~l(i1ll\lnatl(.)l1 JIIld ~hal1 be Sl'llnted <1 certificate 
1\1\ 11- "Ccl'.Ilfhld CoUrfRcporhll'," . 

!'iJldJI1t11~. tllJJ!titHGllli.#.!lcr o"e ye;\l' followIng cftl:l(:tlve 
dill..,. After (fgf!ir.'t~on I,)f orle yelli' After the dale lhl!) Act 
b!'t(lm&!fl rilw,m:rpl.lf6oll flllllll cl1i\itge.ln the prilct!c/) of VerbiltllJl 
{,{lUfl .\f1Jp(.lrUrll} Tn {hit Stille unleu ii~~h pef8onil1 the holtll!r of 
A {fl'li/ICi\I(!.n II "CftUfleu COllrt Rep<.lrlcr" j~9\!l1d under the 
l)f!}vJjllml~ of lhlll Act, 
S~dJnn 13. IHtV(lcaUon,llOlic/,l IQ certificate holder, hcarhlg, 

wlhn:j~cti. 01\ l\ v4IrIflfld complaint, the boare! m;\y revoke or 
,tI~pWld lilly (OrtlfiC;1tL" Inned under Ihls. Act for unprofe,sionl1l 
'(lmf:ia~t or other !mm~I(lt1i (' .. use lI(kC( tiotlc:e of lind opportu· 
nit]' (ur be.irina. SMd fflltliCIl shall ilh'ih: thl.l C;'II~$e for l>uch 
umtcml,lltl('u ({wUIi.,thm. !h~ tim\'} nnd r/lIce of such ht'ilrinSI 

~ __ ~c==1!!J!lah1ll~lllilL\4.fj}ct!M!d'~~!!~r~L..tl~I~~~~F.cth:l,held~ ... ·vf· 
~ .,IAJ;b'tI'lI(1cille Ill' leilllt thIrty (30) day.~bc(ori! such hearing. 

l{l\dl\x'NI1'1I mC!f1\b~t 511,,11 bl!cmpowcl'lid to Administer oaths 
ittuf IlffiWlllllQnM. ,mbpollJlil WItni!$~~lIt compel their llttI.lnQlln(:e, 
talltt flVi«Mtllllntl fl1fJulrCl lnt! ptQduClion of MY records. ' 
{{H,\{,U'n1J11t !IllY j1l31ter wilhh\lht)'Jurl.sd!~Hon of the hoard. The 
ooilrd 'hill! f~lY~l: ttl \.'I'l'lUnn II llllmmnry pf the eVidence given 
bi/fow u. Am! 'hitll nlllkllll written (lndlng of fnet:; the(con. 
CltrUfJ"alf'f llUy ~ TI'Ivokttu or 1iu&pcnQed tor OM or mot'e of 
th~ folloWlfig f~a.0I'3\ . 

. tn t:O!\\,j(tI~.m \Ira fi;lony tUbll('\w~nl \{I the llall$as.c nf this 
. ;'\(\. 

f~l Convtt'llon i}f ~~.&ls~tl~~Il9r 1!1"Q).\!Iml m.~u\UUrnllurle 
==~~=mt'UTlfth'j nle p;.ulla~~~ngl A(!t~ - -. • 

1;.'Wft~.uld. dithunjJ$ly. C\1trupUQl\i willM vlolation of duty,ot 
h~fl b«~ll'\'t il'lmtnpct(!\1t to «lntlnu~' to pl:rtorm hl~ or hl:r 
dUlllli ltI.i . .lI. (l)~n ftlpot!(!~~ 

(4l;ffi\\.\d (It' nl'''(J\'.1f('lll:.nll\Uun rC:!I()l'liIQ to ff\ obtaIning" 
~rtI11t"il~ lll'niff l1\f,. Act, 

tJnwldtd.lmwtiVtti'< 111';\ iJnydl'sclplllll,lry lletiQn ,of llu~ bOArd 
J'ft~» L~·'i)PI!t';\f~d bylhl; cilssrl!,)ved pN'ion t() the hidldill CQi,lndl," 
\vllld\ ~h!lU I~Vt;iht ptlwtrWrft:llt!w'l ~ld dl!hm1dn"tian by the 

-: ~nL··. - .-. ~ . " .. ~ .. 
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Section 14.Penaltie& for violation. If, after this Act becomes 
law} any person shall represent himself or herself as having 
receive&;! a certificate as provided for in this Act, or shall practice 
as a Certified Court Reporter without having received slJch r; 

certificate} Of} aft/lf having his or her certificate revoked, shall 
continue to practice as a Certified Court Reporter in the State 
of Georgia, Or shaJI use any title cir abbreviation indicating that 
the person using same is a Certified Court Reporter, or shall 
yjO/ate any of the provisions of this Act, sflid person shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction ther~of shall be 
punished .as for a misdemeanor. 

Section.1S. fnjupctioJ.1. against violations. On the verified 
complaint of any person that any person, firm or corporation 
.has violated any of the provisioM of this Ad, the board may, 
with the consent of the Judicial Council, file an equitable 
petil:ion in its own name in the superior court of any county in 
this State having jurisdiction of the parties, alIeging the facts 
and praying for II temporary restraining order and temporary 
injunction or permanent injunction against such pers.on, firm or' 
corporation restraining them from violating the proviSions of 
this Act and upon procf thereof the Court shall issue such 
restraining ordert temporary injunction or permaneht injunction 
wit~out reqlJiring allegation or proof that tlie petitioner has no 
adequate remedy at law. The right of injunction provided for in 
this Section shall be in addition to any other legal remedy which 
the board has, and shall be in addition to any right of criminal 
prosecution provided by law. 

Section 16. Temporary employment permit. Nothing in this 
Actshall be constru',!d to prohibit the temporary"employment of 
<1ny person Qot certified under this Act who has first obtained a 
temporary permit from the board or from a judge in the circuit 
in which the caUse is pending. The board may limit the extent 
of such temporary permit based upon the need for such 
~r:!,!,r,.ary employment. .' 

;;-. Section '17. Renewal of certificate. Every Certified Court 
1\(Repor~er who continues in the active practice of verbatilJl court 
:'\:J;~epQr,t!ng,~ha!l ~nua!lrr:¢n. "Or·~befvre Aprit::~t/~ follo-wing;-';fne"-;-- ... ~'. 
date of issuance of the certificate under which he is then 
entltled \C)practice, renew such certificate upon the payment of 
a fee establi$hed by the board. Every certiHcate whic.l,has not 
been renewed on the first; day of April shall expire on that date 
'Of thi!t year and shill result in the suspension of that reporter's 
right to practice under this Act, which suspension shall not be 
termlnated pntil all delinquent fees have been paid. ' 

S~ctlon 18. The administrative and staff work of the Board of 
Court Reporters of the Judicial Council shall be lUTIOng the . 
duties of the Administrative Office of the Cou.rts, Cl'eated by 
Ga. t .. 1973. p. 28S. The director of the Administrative Office 
of the Courts shall serve jlS secretary of the Boar.cl of C.9l!!:t ' .. 

-Rcponerso:rrhl:ji:rcir(:tal Coundl,·anlfsfiallperform all duties ~s 
may be asslsni:d \9 him either by the board. or the Ju.dicial 
Council {o implement the provisions of this Ar;t. 

Section 19. Effective date. This Act shall become effective " 
uPOI'Il\s approval by the Gove.rJ1or·or upon its becoming law 
without his ap.proval. 

!SectIon 20. Repe,ller. All laws anciparts of laws in conflict 
wlth thi.s Act are hereby ,repealed. 

" 



ARpendix Six _~ __ .... ___________ IIIiIRI ...... _"" ___ _ 

Judicial Council of Georgia To Set 
Court Reporter Fee,s 

Code §§ 24-3103, 24-1304 Repealed 
Act No. 558 Ga. Laws 1975, p. 852 

An Act to amend an Act creating a Judicial Council of the 
State of Georgia, approved April 3, 1973 (Ga. L. 1973, p. 288), 
so as to provide that the Judiciiil Council of the State of Georgia 
.§hal! promulgate rules and regulations which shall provide for 
and set the fees to be charged by all official court reporters in 
this State in all criminal and civil cases; to provide"for per diem 
fees; to provide for the form and style of transcripts; to pr'ovide 
that this Act shall not apply to such court reporters u.nder 
certain circumstances; to repeal Section 24-3103 of the Code of 
Georgia of 1933, as amended liy an Act approved February 21, 
1951 (Ga. L; 1951, p. 388) seWng the compensation to be paid 
court reporters in all civil cases; to repeal Section 24;-3104 of 
the Code of Georgia of 1933, as amended by an Act approved 
February 16, 1949 (Ga; L. 1949, p. 646); and by an Act approved " 
February 21, 1951 (Ga. L 1951, p. 630), ;and by an,Act approved 
February 18, 1959 (Ga. L. 1959, p. 61), and by an Act approved 
April 10, 1968 (Ga. L 1968, p. 1230), setting the compensation 
to be paid l:ourt reporters in all criminal cases; to:provide an 
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 

proceedings furnished by the official court reporter' in all eil(\1 
and criminal cases in this Stat'!!; . 

(iii) provide for a minimum per dfem fee, whith fees Olay be 
supplemented by the various .counties within the circuits to 
wh.~J)I'~rt reporters ar~ ~~signed; . . 
}/;r::vlde for the form and style or the transcrIpts whIch. 

s'tlall be uniform thl.'oughout the State. 

(b) The Judicial Council of the Slate of Georgia shall amend 
its rules and regulations pr(lviding for and setting the fees to be 
charged by all official court reporters whenever the Judicial 
Council of the State or Georgia shall deem it necessary and 
proper." 

Section 2. '(his Act shail not apply t'o fhosecourt reporter;'L 
taking and furnishing trar.$cripts of depositions, nor for taking 
~nd furnishing transcripts of nonjUdicial functions no!; to any , 
independent contracts of any reporters. 

Section 3. Section 24-3103 of the Code or GeMgia of ;1.933, as 
amended ~y an Act approved February 21,195;1. (Ga. L.i951, p. 
388), is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

Section 4. Section 24-1304 of the Code of Georgia of 1933, as 

o 

o 

Section 1. An Act creating a Judicial Council of the State of 
Georgia, approved April 3, 1973 (Ga. L. 1973, p. 288), is hereby 
_amended--b.~-addLI1g:,-a-.ne'.",r section. to be knuwn' aS~$ectI(jh 2'A;' -
which shall read' as follows: 

amended by an Act approved Februil~~c~J,9.42 (G.a,,,k.JJ1~49~,,P-'=7=~O=-"= I 
64oj;-andc by an Act apptoVedFebtuary21, 195:1. (Ga. L. 1951, p. 

"Section 2A. (a) The Judicial Counti! of the State of Georgia 
shall prom\llgate rules and regulations which i'ihall: 

(i) provide for and set the fees to be charged by all official 
court reporters in this State for: attending court, taking steno­
graphic notes and recording the evidence; 

(ii) for furnishing transcrirts of the Ei!videnc:e. lind for other 
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6~0), and by an Act approved February 1$,1.959 (Ga, L. 19$9, p. 
61), and by an Act approved ApriilO, 1968 (Ga. L. 1968. p. 
1230), is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

Section 5. This Act shall'b('come effectlve}anuary 1, 1976. 

Section 6. All laws aod parts of laws io conflict with this Act 
are hereby repealed. . 

Approved April 18, 1975. c 

th 
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Appendix Seven 

Judicial Personnel Changes 
.. (July 1, 1976 - June 30, 1977) 

AppOintments 

Appellate Courts 
OIlOl'gla Supr:cme Court: lU!lUce Jei's!: 

GrC(Wllf 6owll:fby (;OVl1rno¥ f3uabClc for 
term 41Zf;177 la tlllX! general clcdIon, 

C;c.'OTafIl.Court of APpCill$ 
JlJdgft H.nold 'It 13i1.llki! by Covernor 

JJU!li:tUtl for term <l/ll77 to :12./31/78. 
JU;!gil WJf!lMn Leroy McMurray hy 

Governor B\lllbce fot term 1212.'1./76 to 
liexlgcncfl1llilc(!Hprl. 

l~1(JlIg Arnold ~,h~llll1an pr..Coverf\or 
l)u&blt(! lor term 11717'1 to nIlxt gCJi()rill 
ell!'UOrt, , ~::\ 

Judgq C(.'OfKI;l T. Smith by (l(W(1l"tl(ll' 
nu.b~(i for !(m11 $/23/7{1 Itl 1/1177. 

State Courts 
Fulton County 

Judge Dorothy Toth 6easley by Governor 
Busbee for term. 4/25177 to 1/1/79. 

Laur~tl9 County 
1udge Dublgnion Douglas by Governor 

Busbee for term 7/11/77 to 1117/78. 

Magistrate's Division of Recorder's Court, 
DeKalb County 

Judge 10hn Campbell by DeKalb County 
Board of Commissioners for two-year 
term beginning 3/28/77 or until 
successor is named. 

Recorder's Court of DeKalb County 
Judge Joe Johnson by the DeKalb Board 

of Commissioners for term 3/28/77 to 
JuvenHeCollrts 4/31/78. 

Colquit County Small Claims Court of Bacon County 
Judgl! WilJiatn C. Peters by the Superior Judge Kathryn Thorton by Waycross 

Court Judges of the Southern Judicial Judicial Circuit Judge Ben Hodges for 
Circuit for term beginning 8/7{76. term 12/8/76 to 12/31/78. 

Crisp County Smi\ll Claims Court of I;Iryan County 
Judge G. Mallon Faircloth by Cordele Judge 1. R, Deloach by Governor ' 

- Judt(:i;tl Circuit SUperior Court Judge Busbee for term 5/3/77 to 5/3/81. 
Superior Courh; I-Iardy Gregory, Jr., for term beginning Small Claims Court of Burke County 
Albpllha1udlcl,,1 Clrcu.it 2/20/77. Judge Robert L. Hunnicutt by Governor 

Iudge W. O. "Jack"Knlght by GOvernor Griffin Judicial District Busbee for term 6/1/77 to 6/1(81, 
J3usblltl for term 511'.4/77 to l"U31/78. Judge Claude L Goza by Superior Court Small Claims Court of Butts County 

Atll.II1tJl1udicilll Cit'cult· Judge Andrl!W Whalen for term begin- Judge Hugh Glidwell by Grand Jury for 
ludg~ HOfiU;1l j', WMdby GOVernor nlng 7!1{76, term 1/1/77 to l/lf79. 

Bu.llllc {ot-lerm 11IM/77 to 11/1ls3. Newton County Small Claims Court of Coffee County 
AtllJtlllc luclllliul Circuit; Judge Virgll Costley, Jr" by Alcovy Judge Margaret A. Kitchens by Governor 

;O--~".===-"-.:-:o-~~., =l~:J~W4~m~rT~Fi~d!;'7·-hy·ao¥~rno~ Super!or·-Cour~ Judge--Thomas Busbee 'for' term -7/1/76 lo-'4ri1/80~ , 
UUllbill.i (or t~rm 1.1317'1 to 1/1179. Ridgway for term beginning Stu77. Small Claims Court of Columbia County 

JllU/i! Rld8ii 1udlclal CirC~llt Terrell County Judge Lawrence E. Maloriello by Governor 
Jud!,!! RI,huu D, N()viUc by Covcrnor Judge Jam(!s G. Raines by Patauli\ Circuit Busbee for term 8/16/76 to 7/1{77. 

llu,bcl;' (Or terin~113177 to 111179. Superior Court Judge Walter 1. Gel!r Small Claims Court of Dooly County 
ct~yt()llllfllielIlIClrcu!t for term beginning 12/17/76. Judge Claude B, Greene by Governor 

JUggl} lOll' <~. Crumble}' by Covcmor Busbee for four-year term beginning 
!lUI/bile Cor term 5'''-1177 to lIlf1Q'l'robatc Courts 7131/76. 

Dublin Judlclill Circuit Small Claims Court of Elbert County 
Illdl,t~ WiIIl.un M. i'oW$on by C;ovcrt\Ol" Forsyth County Judge Robert Christopher Phelps by 

flUlihllt' for term {,I1'l,917'l to 1111'19. Judge Joyce Wallace Hawklns!;;y Governor Grand Jury for term 13/7/77 to 3/7/81. 
Mid9l~ l\1ultlaI Circuli Bush!!e rot term bl)girllling 8/10176. Small Claims Court of Evans County 

Iudg;} Mllrvln \3, Ui\ftll.')', Jr., by (,overl\Or Schley Counly. Judge Larry Anderson by Superior Court 
=~~~~ ~~l';m~;.m~~~W~~'{~nMfi'~= - .. c JudS~~mtW.~M~J:ian1hrJ~b¥=!:h'!-=-:= ~--~~~o=-~--=ffirtetrrC2Ti1)l77=fo-ZTlgT8i~-- .-===~ 

Nflrtlt~l\81Ilrn Iudid.tlDi~lrlct Supenot c;0urtJUdges for term begm- Small Claims Court of Henry County 
htdlI~ JMllfl U PII\rl'mur.lU. by Govttt110t nina 10111 6. Judge John E. Bond by the Grand Jury for 

thnbei!' (l)f IeI'm 911.1176 to lIt/7'l. term 5/1/76 to 4/30180. . 
{)ront'~ ludi\;lal (trl7nll Special Courts Small Claims Court of Jefferson County· 

ludS~lJie!!toIiN, Rllwlint!.k., by (,;overrtor Civil Court Richmond County Judge WalJer J,' Wasden by Governor 
UU.b<'il fol' U:rrt1 l1lt1'l6 to U/31178, . Judge 6i\cheller Flyth¢ for term begin- Busbee for term 7/2/76 to 7/2/80. 

1'i(tnJt Judlcllll Cirnlit ning 911/16. Small Claims Court of Jenkins County 
JIJdj\tl' \'V.I. t':orehl\l\db)' CQvcrnor Ml1gi$h"UC Courtpf CI~rkeC()unty Judge R. H. Reeves, III, by the Grand Jury 
.~ BUJhli<l/or limn 1()laal?61Q lIWl'l. JUQse Pierre BQ\llnnse by GrandJ\lt)' for Jor term 1/1/77 to 1./1/79. , 

W,nJt'l'!dlld(~ill C:Jrt;1;llt . \~r'in lI~jt~ it} lll/al. SmallC!aimsCourt of LatilarCounty 
~=. J\~Jg~ ]Qiltpl, 1. G4iMfl by COvefl1Or (i~~M"slstrate CO\lrt of Glynn County Judge Forrest Watson by the Grand Jury 

n\l\ll~1l fi;lr hlfll.lllm~6 to llllll,S. J\ld~¢ Lloyd E, GriJtl(ls by Governor ' for term 5/22./7(, to 12/31/77. 
ausb~e forteml 1I14177 to 12131/80. 
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Judge Jimmie Burousas by the Grand Jury 
for term 9/14/76 to 12/31/77. 

Small Claims Court of Lee County 
Judge Marlin R. Pocvle by the Superior 

Court for term 4/26/77 to 4/26/8I. 
Small Claims Court of Lowndes County 

Judge E. Hulyn Smith by the Superior 
Court for the term 3/10/77 to 12/31/80. 

Small Claims Court of Macon County 
Judge A. C Culpepper by Governor 

Busbee for term 2/25/77 to 4/3/80. 

Elections 

Superior Courts 
(four-year terms beginning 1/1/77) 
Cherokee Judicial Circuit 

Judge Jere F. White. 
Eastern Judicial Circuit 

Judge Phyilis Kravitch. 
Northern Judicial Circui~ 

Judge Ray B. Burruss. 
Piedmont Judicial Circuit 

Judge James L. Brooks. 
Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit 

Judge Robert Ki,Broome. 
Judge Keegan Federal. 

State Courts 
(four-year terms beginning 1/1/77) 
Chatham County 

Judge David Elmore. 
Clinch County 

, ,Judg~EQJlss Huxford. 
. DeKalb County 

JudgeRalph Carlisle. 
Emanuel County 

Judge Jay Carrol! Cox. 
Screven County 

Judge HarryH. Hunter. 
Sumter County 

Judge George Ellis, Jr, 
Toombs County 

JUdge Marvin Hartley, lr. 

o -

Small Claims Court of Newton County 
Judge John Crosswell by Governor 

Busbee fOf term 10/4/76 to 1/1/77. 
Small Claims Court of Pike County 

Judge R. J. Adams by Governor Busbee 
for term 4/25/77 to 4/27/81. 

Small Claims Court of Tattnall County 
Judge Lamar L. McGregor by Supedor 

Court Judge Davie Caswell for term 
1211/75 to 10/31/79. 

Brooks County 
Judge Remer Edmondson. 

Butts County 
Judge Gene Blue. 

Candler County 
Judge Paul Bland. 

Catoosa County 
Judge Sam T. Dills. 

Clarke County 
Judge Margaret p. Hartman. 

Clinch County 
Judge Margaret H. Blitch. 

Dawson County 
Judge Joe Lane Cox. 

Early County 
.' Judge Eleanor P. Sheffield. 
Effingham County 

Judge Francis Y. Seckinger. 
Fannin County 

Judge Rkhard P.Arp. 
Fulton County 

Judge Floyd E. Propst. 
Greene County 

Judge Bobby Roper. 
Haralson County 

Judge W. Harold Blackmond. 
Lee County 

Judge Jeanette T. Long. 
Long County 

JUclge Robert N. Milton. 
Madison <;:ounty 

Judge Donald Hoppy Royston. 

Probate Courts " ~!~e,r_C:~~2:'~~= _. ~ 
'. ~-=(four"'Y"ear""tetmsiieglnriin!p71777)=~ MJUpge-FcranRtle ,NI. Pfidhps. 
" , ', J.1rray oun y 

Appling County Judge Harlan Peepl!!s. 
Judge Dian!! Hallman. Newton County , 

Bacon County" ' Judge Henry Baker; 
Judge Cecil lacks on. Oglethorpe County 

Bleckley County JUclge James R. Tiller. 
Judge Robert Johnson. . 

u ' 
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Small Claims Court of Wilkes County 
Judge Tharon Aldridg~ by Governof, 

Busbee (ot term 1/6/77 to 12/31/80. 
Traffic Court of Atlant,a 

Judge Louise Hornsby by: Mayor 
Maynard Jackson for indefinite term 
beginning 5/3/77. 

Pickens County 
Judge D. Rodney Gibson. 

Pierce COllnty 
Judge Loleta W. Harris. 

Spalding CO\lnty 
Judge John E. Snider. 

Stewart County 
Judge Jimmy B. Brazier. 

Taylor County 
Judge Ronnie A. Darker. 

Telfair County., .' . 
Judge Charlie Thomas. 

Towns County 
Judge Reuben Wall$, 

Wa)'ne County 
Judge Christine Burch. 

Wilkinson County 
Judge Lloyd Gibbs. 

Spl?cial Courts 
Civil Court of Richmond County 

Chief Judge J. Bacheller Flythe for 
four.;year term beginning l./lf77. 
Associate Judge Oliver K. Mixon for 
four-year term beginning 1n177. 

Criminal Court or Fulton County 
Judge William fi. Alexander for siK-year 
term beginning 1/11'i7. 
Judge Nick Lambros for six-year term 
beginning '111/77, 

County Court of Echols County 

(f 

(,)~ 

"Judge Leroy Price f~l::Y~ck====="" 
l5egmnmg1/1177. 

Small Claims Court ofCi!mden County 
Judge"Dwight R. McCQU(.Iughfor 

two~yeat term beginning 111177. 
Small Claims Court of troup County 

Judge Ellen Higginbotham Hobley. for 
fwo-year term beglnhing l/l/n. 
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Analysis of Statewide Judicial Manpower Changes During Fiscal Year 1977 
(July 1,.1976 to June 30, 1977) 

lodgts Begmning first Ttrms Judges Leaving the Bench 

u 

TotlllNo/ Meth(l(! of Sdc~ttQn Total No. Reaspn fpr Leaving Total No. Judges~* 
~ltilrt ju&~Itlj'i!i NcwJudges Fa i1ed Leavirig the Bench 

N eW to be. 
~Jce led AppoInted Iudg eilhlp Retired Resigned Reel ected 

, , 

$YpttJllff ~~l1tft '1 <~ 1 1 1 1 

II 

(>(j~tt of Apr(','I~ ;j ~""'> 4, 4 1 2 3 

5upI!rfor Coum 90 (, 7 4 17 2 5 6 13 

Stl)ttr (ourltl 'If) 5 2 2 9 - 2 5 9 

::",-" \ ' 

fUYt'nUtt COurtl ", 
tMf llnd pblfHlrnfl) 313 2- 4. 6 1- 2 3 

Pt41bilt~ Cuurt. 159 .'12 ~ 34 1 32 33 

"". {If 1!1ntl ~t 1911 

i!ltl'l1tiill\uml~1' uf jlldgC'flltt,wing lh/! bench docs f\()tltl1ltchtotal number of new judges in Some cases because of vacancies which existed at 
lb~ walnnltl8\ or -l!nd (It fh(t fhl(,\l Y~'iU" 

" II 

J) 

I 
.' 

-



Appenq,ix Eight r 
~977 Statutes Affecting theJu~iciary 

HB .32 Additional Superior Court Judge - Clayto~ (Act HB 143 Compensation of Justices of-Peace in Crilll!\lal 
# 237) C;tSeS (Act #75) 
Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Clayton Amends an act providing maMer in which 
Judicial Circuit so as to provide for three judges justices of the peace and notarie~ public ex officio, 
in said COTlrt. provides for the appointment, justices of the peace shall be compensated in " 
election, t'nrm O,f office, s~[ary and other provi~ criminal cases, provides for compensation ln~ crlm-o 

sions dealing with the new office. (Gn. Laws 1977, inal Cases where application has been mild¢ for 
p. 541, effective 7/1/77) the iSSUaftCie of an arrest or search Warrant. (Gil. 

HB 33 

BB 48 

Procedure to Determine Judge to Preside Over Laws 1977,' p. 1977,eff<cctive 2/25l17) 
Election Contest (Act #11) .fIB 145 Additional Superior Court Judg~, Middle Judicial 
Amends code section 34-1704, relating to venue Circuit (Act #~44) 
in election contests; so as to change the proce- Adds one judge to the SUperior Court, Middle 
dure for determining which judge sl:!all preside Judicial Circuit, so as to provide for two judges in 
over an election contest. (Ga. Law$ 1977, p. 175, said court. The act provides for the, appointment, 
effective 7/1/77) election, term of office and other provisions de<ll-

lng with the new office. (Gil. tm().~ 1977, p. 563,0 
Institutional Personnel Reporting Suspected effc;:tive 3/23/77) 
Child Abuse (A~t #102) 
Amends the Georgia Code concerning the report~ HB 156 Additional Superior Court Judge, Northern 
il18 of.s.uspected child abuse by requiring that JUdicial Circuit (Act #247) - , ," 
psychologists an~ day-care personnel report sus- Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Northe'rn ,', 
pected instances of child abuse to the appropriate Judicial Circuit providing for, the appOintment, 
agency designated by the Department of Human election and other provisions of the office. (Ga. 
Resources. (Gil. Laws 1977, p. 242,;ffective Laws 1977, p. S72, effective 7/1/77) 

HB 58 

7/1/77) , HB 166 Powers of the Supreme Court (Act #249) <I r.; 

Minimum Salaries for Clerks of Superior COlJ,rts Amends code chapter 24.-39, relating to powel'soE 
(Act #2.39)' the Supreme Court. Act lluthQri~eg ~he Supreme' 
Amends Title 24 pertaining to minimum salaries Court to receive and answercertlficafes as to 
for clerks ,of superior courts, to change minimum State law from federal appellatelourts. '(Go. Lllw~ 
salaries. The act also provides for additional min- 1977. p. 577; effective 711/77) '0 

imum salaries for clerks who al~o serve as clerks BB 169 Interstate Compact. bn the PI.~cement of Children'/:] 
of juvenile cOurts. (Ga. Lnws 1977; p.547, effec- (Act #250) " " 
live 7/1/77)' Provides that thll State of Georgia snail. be a 

HB 81 ,Bail Bonds; Re~ognizances (Act #17) party to the "Tnterst;!te Compac;f on the Pla<:e-
Amends code section 2.7-1402, relating to baU ment of Children" (Gil. Law. t9'1f, p, 578~ e£fee;-
bonds. The Act provides for proceedings to tive 3123177) 
forfeit bonds Dr recognizances upon failure ,of the HB 243 Employer Contrlbutions to Superior Court 
principal to appear, and the prosecutor can Judges Retirement System (ActI{f63) 

D 
c; 

0' 

initiate such proceedings. (Gil. Lmop 1977,p. 179., 4,mends act creating the Superior CourtJudges 
dfedivc'lJ1l'77} , . . ='==============e a .~~~~~===~ R.'C-t{r~,n"",t-vph:~fl.lViOe.marempJoyei'; con· 

-Superior Court Clerk's, Retirement Benefits (Act trtbutions paid to tRe 'Board of Trustees on
t 
behalf 

HB 130 

#643) of members' withdraw.ihgbefore acquirlng a, " 
Provides for addit.ioh<!\ and increased costs and vested right not be,returrted to the employer but 
fees to be used for retirement benefits for cler!s.s shall be retained 'as adurlal gains and be applied 
of, the superior courts. (Gp. LillO. 1977, p~ 1098, ' toward future detliga;;eof'employel' contribll-
e.ffective 717177) tions. (Ga. Lmu$19'17.p. 6Q7, effective, ~123/77.J 

c, 

Fee!> for Justices of thtfPeace (Act #74) "HB 2si Immunity Jor Persons Makil)~ R!?po~b C:o)1eernw 

Amends code (seCtion 24-1601, relating to feElS foring Licenses to PracUf;;c Medicine (Act 111815) 
justices/bf the peace. The act provides a fee Amendscode,sectio!l 84-916; relating'to the 
'i;chedule for 3'p'plicatiQns for .atrest i\!,d $earch refusal o.\' revocation of liscnl'et to pratti(:~ medi-
W;lrrant$ whiie repealing fees (Dr iS$uing arrest " dne. Ad provIdes for cIvil and criminal immunity· 
and se,arch warrnnts. (Gil. lAWS 1977. p. 19(5, for persons ma~lnft reports and tt!ptlfyJng .. 
effective 2125(77) concerning the refusal or revotat!on of 1ic:~nSes tQ 

o , 



I) 

'. -~ 

pril'fI'~ ml1rJj'ine, Wo. WI 11}77, p. 317, crfe'­
fjv~ 'llll?'il 

ChUd SlJppotfl :Oi1force "od Custody (A,t 1/265) 
PtuI11d~, [/.i( iJ tevlslon (p the Georgia Coat! cOn· 
(t'ttllng {Ii" pt~.MlIl()n (or fixing (hild l/l.lpPOl't in 
dfUlitl9t,uI«(![i Wh(ift.>(\.I~!C!dy of <l minor chUd Is 
llWbrd(~d to 111(1 fii(lthr:r .Uf part of the divorce 
u(il;(C(!. Wf(. lJrwl 1977, .p. 619, tlf!eetlw.! 7/1177) 

f,mlmtlll 51gfll)lutl:!l:Superi()( CQ\.Itt Clerks (Ad 
112~9) 
l~f()Vldl:lI thillihe tlf.'fKOr thclIllp!'!rior c:ourtor 
«,ttl! (uwuy {If thiD stjlh~!l\ily aulhorlze the 
{'1inUliOO \}f ,lhypubllc iH',urilh~$ requiring or 
txIrmlUhlJj hlt'l uiJiill\ful'L' with IIrt (mgl'ilV(!Q, 
lmpt'illl(!d llliltrlp or othl!ywjst' tCj1roduccd 
Eitolmlf<r of liu,h slgnature. (CII. UlW$ 1977, p. 
633/ {'ffl!(Uv(l312.3177) 

Child SUfllmrt Rlicovcry Act Clarification (Ad 
II'tZJl) 
Pni¢ld/;'jt tOf Af(lvl$ioll Inth\1 Child Support 
R!!wvt'ry A(~ liO M 10 dllr.ify tho responsibility of 
tlllr I'fflllrtmcnt (If Rcvcmue to provide the 
D~pilrhmmt of Humnn ROllour(.'(lS with income 
!~" lnformlltlol\ pC'l'tl1inlng to the pill'Cnts of chil­
dren f(ll' whom lht, Ot'pllrlmCfit.hllB custody. (Cill. 
1,ilU'~ HW'l. 1" 1219, effecllve 7m??) 

Child S(lpptlth .P~lblic AS9.i6tl'l(lCC (Ac;:t#~7Z) 
V.ftiVulcii for /I rcvision to the Child SUPpOl't 
Rt'tovery A,t tll Allow thllc d(!ut owed tho Still'~ by 
lb(!inqrvldual tt>BpoMlhk for tht! liupportlo be 
cl>Mbliotlltd by \tIlls,'! proeC$ll otlWf thAn n court 
ordcl', a;/T. llllv9 1 q'l!. p. 643, efFeetlve 'l1l/7?) 

IndfcfmllJHlI, i)rr~lmtrtltinll! ;lilt! A(cu\iat!ons tAct 
:11'40" 
All1t'l1dll (OUI! I:hllf/wt' l.'i.'t, rclnting lolndlct .. 
m(lntu. prcll'~nllm!IH!l. iUld llt(UNlltionllln I'WJlcral, 
l~UWi4t)!} 4l1" iplndt'f of ()tf~l\~Clf. rclld (l'om 
tm'!\H!lellll joinder .md triltlIQIWlh"r or indict~ 
ffltintfJ or i1Wl~~til)llIi, «;11. tlll+'5 W11. p. l~g3, 
I'ii't'(:ti\l(l ·lIM1?') 

h\cr~lil\} or 5"brl.e~ of Ol$lrIcI AUorneys 3nd 
SCf<t'ehlrJ"5 of SUJl!.!r1ot Coyrt Im1scs !\nrl District 
AttOtrlliYII (Act #~n) . 
~\llwndft .wt fill/till: till) llll.lllrlcll of. IIUPCliof ~()urt 
Ivd!w~ tQ pTi.widc M"m'i~"rc.)~l.'g f~1r $t',ret.1rics 

; ilt til\lh'l(t "UOfllt'YIi j)"d of (iuplll'ioi court iudgl'ls. 
=====~=~~~1}nIt ~Qa, ~IfI.'Ctlvt\ '1/1177) \. 

1I1A ,til OW~e uf Jfl F.nwdlus. (A(t #658) " 
[¥tl.l,,'tdfll tbM In J.'IlIt:S)untieillrl thee $lMI1 having" 
l)iJpulilUmt u! not tm, thAn lQO,Q.oP nor mort! c 

lhllA 300,OO~ th" ~HI\.].\ "Of rUQUIlt' of the PNce 
Em~d\\J\! fih.:lU I,tt} ctt'~tc!!.I Act provideg for tilt' 
il\lilhfl!.'I!t\9I\;;. ,h~tie~ •. pOWl'n and c{)mpen$i\tiot\ 
~'lf .lldtpUk{'t. Rill, 1"'1l.·$ I \Ill:!. 1)' 4U3. effe\)tiv~ 

" 

)#,lom,) 

QU,\It£tC>llfAftt6t CNntl J\'\r~1'$ (AetltlIlS) 
Am~U51~$oo(! 'At'I;tl~lI\ 5ih~tU.1't't~Uvt111iquau.ril:iI~ 
tltll\t tlt1lf'iui\1 jUtOrti; ~(t th,UlSCS UtI} qUIIUf}'ing 

" ~~ (()\' tl'<lnd ili!,(lfl ftottl' ~J )'t'ilt$ (It m(jr~ to. 16 
),Nl.'1H)f.' ('.l.dt'f. Wit. l.~.~ 1!)21~, p. JU, r,Ut',UVI.' 
Vm~') 

HS S09 

HB 526 

HB 559 

fiB 565 

HB 576 

HB 704 

HU 718 

HB 128 

Additional Superior Court Judge, Tallapoosa 
Judicial Circuit (Ad #291)' 
Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Tallapoosa 
Judicial Circuit, so as to provide for three judges 
in said circuit; provides for appointment, election, 
term of office, duties and other provisions de<l~~ 
ingwith the new office. (Ga. Laws 1977. p. 687, 
effective 7/1(77) 

Additional Superior Court Judge, Griffin Judicial 
Circuit (Act #293) 
Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Griffin 
Judicial Circuit, 50 as to provide for two judges in 
said court; provides for the appointment, election. 
term of office and other provisions dealing with 
the new office. (Gil. Laws 1977, p. 693, effective 
7)1/77) 

Uniform Recipro,aI Enforcement of Support Act 
Clarification (Act #296) 
Provides for a revision to the Uniform Reciprocal 
Enforcement of Support Act to allow for the 
detecminiltion of paternfty. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 
699, effective 711/77) 

Expansion of Definition of Term "Child" (Act 
#297) 
Amends ,ode section 24A-401 of Juvenile Court 
Code; redefinition of the term "child" i1S it relates 
lod~.dved cliildren-to include anyone uncler 
the age of 18 years. (Gil. lAws 1977, p. 700, 
effective 7l1l77) 

Jurisdiction of Court of Appeals and Supreme 
Court (Act #299) 
Provides, that the Court of Appeals has jurisdlt­
tion in cases involving armed .robbery, rape, and 
kidnapping wherein the death penalty has 110t 

~,been imposed and Supreme Court hasjurisdic­
tlen iii ,alieS involving State revenue, contested 
elections, and the validity of legislative enact­
ments of municipalities. (Ga. LJws 1977, p. 710, 
effective 7/1/77) 

Bail for Felony Commitments (Act #203) 
AmcndscOde section. 27~41S, relating to commit­
ment and bail; provides that no person shall he 
imprisoMdunder a felony commitment when bail 
has been fixed if such person tenders and offers 
to give I?ond in the .amount of the bail fixed with 
stlreties acceptable to the sheriff of the county in 
which ttte alleged offense occurred; prOVided, 
how.ever, the sheriff shall publish .and post 
writtertrules and regUlations defining acceptable 
sureties lind prescribing under whattonditions 
sureties may be accepted; provided further this 
,u;t shalt not abrogate .or repeal the cOmmon law 
authority of the judge hav.lng jurisdiction. (Gil. 
lAws 1977. p. 346, effe-ttive 3/1/77) 

Sn'lall Claims Court, Elbert.,Gopnty (Act #148) 
Act ereates and establisl,\'es a Sriiall~lai",s Court 
in an(! tor Elbert c"unty. (Gff. Lllw$"i977, p. 2940, 
effective 7/lI'17) , 

Small Claims Court. Fayette Cot\nty (Act #27(5) 
<:CreateS and establishes a Small Claims Court for ." 

C' A ... 

I 
I 

• I 



HE 754 

HE. SOS 

BB 810 

HE. S34 

HB 837 

HB 840 

Fayette County. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 4243, effective, 
7/1/77) 

Lee County Small Claims Court (Act #152) 
Creates a Small Claims Court.in Lee County. 
(Ga. Laws 1977. p. 270, effective 7/1/77) 

Deletion, of Authority of Department of 
Offender Rehabilitation to Supervise Parolees 
(Act #678) 
Provides that the function and responsibility of 
supervisIng all persons placed on parole or other 
conditional release by the State Board of Pardons 
and Paroles is transferred to the State Board of 
Pardons and Paroles and deletes the authority of 
the Division of Community-Based Services of the 
Department of Offender Rehabilitation to super­
vise parolees. (Get. Laws 1977, p. 1209, effective 
7l1/77) 

Small Claims Court, Ben Hill County (Act #157) 
Creates and establishes a Small Claims Court in 
and for Ben Hill County. (Gil. Laws 1977, p. 2972, 
effective 7/1/77) 

Small Claims Court, Randolph County (Act 
#443) 
Creates and establishes a Small Claims Court in 
and for Randolph County. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 
3440, effectiv,e 7/1/77) 

Commitment of Mentally III and Retarded 
Children ,(Act #331) 
Ptovides for a revision to the Juvenile Court 
Code of Georgia as it relates to the securing of 
hospitalization for mentally ill and mentally 
retarded children. Further provides for a redefini­
tion of the m~thods and procedures for condUct­
jng commitment proceedings. (Gil, Laws 1977, p,!! 
774, effective '1/1/77) I 
Civil Court of Bibb County (Act #445) ;;1 " 
Amends act creating the Civil Court ~EiOb 
County so as to provide for the judgeCOf the civil 
collrt of said county to have the power and right 
to' ~ppoint a competent and disinterested , 
attorney-at-law and resident of Bibb County to 
pres,!de over the civil court as judge pro tempore 
who shall exercise all the functions alld powers of 
the judge thereof; provides thilt.judge pro 
tempore shall serve at the pleasure of the i.udge " 
and shall also serVe concurrently with the Judge 
to assist the judge when the courts ~\lsiness is 
deemed heavy enough to require such assistance. 
(Ga, Lnws 1977, p. 3453, effective 7/1/77) '. 

Small Claims Court, Candler County (Ad #221) 
Creates 'lnci establishes a Smal!Clailns Court in 
and for Candle. County. (Gil. Laws J977, p. 3132, 
effective 7/1/77) "., . 

Additional Superior ~ourt Judge, Chaftilhoochee 
Judicial Circuit (Aa#336) 
Adds one judge to the Superior Court, 
Chattahoochee Juclicial Cin:;uit, so as to provIde 
for four judges in said tourt; provides. for 
appointment; election, term of office, and other 
provlsions deilling with the 1\')!w o,ffite. (Gil. l.nws 
1917 •. p .. 784, effective '1./1/78) . 

o 
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HB 1151 

HB 1155 

HB 1175 

HB 1203 

HR 35~158 

HR 116-515 

HR 118-513 

HR135-$S8 

Small Claims Court, Thomas County (Ad #580) 
Creates a Small Claims Courl: of Thomas 
County. (Ga, Ll1ws 1971, p. 4043, effective 7/1('77) 

Small Claims Court, Walton County (Act #583) 
Creates and establishes a Small Claims COUrt for 
Walton County, (Ga. L~ws 1977,p. 4057, effective 
7/1/77) 

Small Claims Court, Jeff Davis CouMy (Act 
#596) , 

Creates a Small Claims Court in Jeff DaVis 
County, (Gil. Lnws 1977, p. 4097, effectiVe 7/1/77) 

Small Claims Court; Dodge County (Act #609) 
Creates and establishes a Small Claims: Court in 
and for Dodge County. (Gil. LalVs 1977, p. 4135, 
effective 711/77) 

Troubled Children Study Committee (Act #2,) 
Establishes a committee to study programs and 
services provided to the trouhlild chl!e!rE)n of this 
state. The committee also is authorized to 
prepareJegislation necessary to Improve existing 
services, ahd to study budget proposals n!!cessary 
to improve on existing services and to implel'nent 
such improved services. Thi~ committee shall 
make a report of its findings ane! recommenda~ 
the Supreme Court, Chief Judge of the Court of 
"ny., tothe·1978 Session'orth~Genera!-"~ 
Assembly. (Gil. Laws 1977, p. 2;37, effective 4/1177) 

Justice of the Peace Study Committee (Act #6) 
Creates the Justice of the peace Study Commit .. 
tee; authorizes the committee to study the laws 
of this state and other states relative to justices 
of the peace and the needs of the jue!kial system 
in each county; tg review the qualJfkatl.ohll,.and 
compensations .o(the justices of the peace ane! 

!make a report of Its findings and recommendij­
Hons with suggestions [orproposE:d legislation, if 
any, to the 1978 session 0tlthe General 
Assembly. (Gil. Laws, 1977; p. l72, effective 
3/23/77) 

Compensatioll of Victims' of Crime Study 
Committee (Act #7) 
Createslhe Compensation Or Victims of Crime 
Study Committee, to be composed of three 
members of the Senate, three mempers of the 
H(Juse, and three gubernatOl:ial appointees, 
Committee authOrized to investigateilnd study 
the issues and problems relating to the feasibility 
of compensating victimS of crime; and report its . 
findings andrecommehdaHons to the 197t'\ 
General Assembly, (Ga, taws \~9. 71, p~ 173, effec~ 
tive 3)23}77) (\ 

Select Comnlittee Ql\Constituti!>naIRev!s!on . 
(Ac:t iI:Z6)' . .. 
Creates the Select Committee on CoMHhltlQna'1 
Revision composed of the Governor, Lt. '. 
GovetJiOT, ,Speaker of toe HoJls(!i, Chief ]usticeof 
the Supreme Court,. Chief ]uc~ge of the court of 
App~als, AttOrney General, S~aitm<lnof)t,l~.!~i.i1_ry 
Committee ·0£ the Senate, Ch:litriianof JudiCiary 
CommiHee of the House, and .a trlal judg!!. 
appointed by theJudictal COimcil. Oefine~ its 
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duU~$ IlYld pfoccdurelil. {Gtf. Laws 1977. p. 180, 
t'ffl1CUV!! 3130/71) 

Codl! n(!vl~Joll C(I1I11111I1Sion (Act #9) 
Createll the Codt> RevisIon Commis$ion. The 
Commi~!llon IJhalll;ontinul) the work of the Code 
R(.!vlllfon Study Committee and is authorlted to 
udt'(t apubli~hcr 10 conduct rC'lislOI1 of the code 
And fit!? illw!l'of Georgia. (Gil. LAWP 1977, p. 2505, 
l:ffccUvc 3/Z3/77J 

Addlth:md S!1pedOt Court Judge, A.tapah" 
JudIclll1 CIrcuit (A,ct #340) , 
Add, OM Judge to Superior Court, Alapah" judi. 
dill Circuit, so a!1 10 prOVide for two jlldge6 in 
!llIid (Ircult. PrOVides (or the appOintment, elec­
lion, term of office, dut/cs, lItl~ otk1fr prolfjsions. 
WII Lm~f$ HJ'l7. p. 793, I.l((ectlve 711/77) 

Jurl!ldkUM and Parental IUghts (Act #Z7) 
AmcnclscodC! THlv 7.4A of 1tlVcn!le Court Code, 
('(It\l;,ernlng th<l htrisdldion (If the Juveni1c Courts 
over ~N'htlli matters involvll1g the lcrminlltit;:111 of 
p,lf(mti'il rishtll, (Ga, Law. 1977, p, 181. effective 
7J11'1'l} 

RevIsion of Adol'tlan,~.wilJ (Ac~ #85) 
Comprehcnslvely r(!vi$cs thl! adoption lilw!l of 
thlll lllatt'i provide!;! tOl' jurisdiction and venue; 
ddlllCil who may adopt, rCt]uJrcml1nts and form 
of ~t surrender \If ,p:;rcr.t.,f ·tights, ·'tont~nta of :an . 
l\UojlUon pctlllon ilnu nun\etous other pl'ovisiQns 
lolmpJ(lIfl(!OlthLl act, (Ga.Vllos Wfl, p. 201, 
I'ficctivl.! H1178) 

Small Cllilms Court,~vans COlmly (Act #24) 
~;~tilbH~hcn a Small CI.'ims Court ft)rEvana, 
COl/flty. (G,I. trflm 1!)7'1. p, 2916, effective 3/1.177) 

Hct.rJlal £vlt\l!ntt'1 Medical St .. ti1l1l;:nt. (Act 118S) 
Altlfmds CudI.' Chapter 3s-a, relating to he<1rsilY 
(lvldencC!, provides tl,.lt ccrlllin sh\lements for 
Ilurpoficl111f tllllQkal dlngnoals or trciltmctlt shill! 
he ,1Qml9Glbll1 M evidenc\). {(ill. taws 1977. ". 2.26, 
('((('clive 'lltl'm 

Appotl'lhlll!lH ()£ Juvenile ]UdSll Pto Tempore (Act 
#347) 
Amt'ni1(f Code Section 2t1A·3701 t)f Juvenile 
Court Cud",; l'erJl1finltiotl of t he conditions under 
which" )nvl,'nile C\l!lrt 11,ldgc Pro "rcmpore may 

. btl ilppt1inH'd by expnl\dIJI'g thl1 geographic b'ltm. 
dllry from which he mAY beilppolnled. (l;lf. hlk'5 
N'71, p. 8tl. efft.'ctiVc 111177) 

Apvr~hl!n${()1'4 Custody "nd Rl'lleMlI Qf Iuventles 
(Ad #7l4) 
Amt'nll~ C(lde'rHle ;'HAt Juvenile Court Codl?; 
tVtiffiptKH\ tlilfCllltnnl rights. of iUVI.iliUes b), 
t'.it.1blUlhlns II "ju\,l'llile cmntlntake t)Hll'er" ,1I1d 
th.\l,slng provis\QM[.t-lat!lig to the apprehel1$!oil. 
liulJtm{y lind relealle ,()f dlltdtt'!\. r\lrl1wr. pruvides 
till' the dl1fll\ttlun of i'l "stiltU:> offtmdl!r!' «(;n. lAUlS 

. zq,$'" p, lU7. effective 12/311:1S> . 

A\{4mot\al S~tpedi)\·Court Juul:10/GwhtMtl 
1udlcl~tC:l'f(tdt.(A(t #,)53) . . .. 

.. , ,1\,M,. tl'l'liI)i!dt.4" W· ·9fw S~'I1t'flm' t:t'urt. '/JWlntH.lU: 
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Judicial Circuit; provides for the appOintment, 
ejection, term of office, du ties, jUrisdiction, salary 
and other provisions dealing with the new office. 
(Gil. LaleS 1977. p, 837, effective 711177) 

District Attorneys: Compensation, Travel 
EXpenses, Additional Staff, etc, (Act #729) 
Provides travel expenses, compensation of attor­
neys acting as district attorneys pro tempore, 
costs in appeals by State, costs in cases removed 
to U.S. District Court; provides that di!;;trict 
ilttorneys may not engage in private prilctice; 
adds onl1 assistant district attorney in each judi­
cial circuit; provides for repeal of sections such as 
824-2910 (reporting of status of case); authorizes 
the attorney general to order any district attor­
ney to represent or counsel certain officials and 
employees charged with violating federal laws or 
regulations; other provisions included. (Ga. Laws 
1977, p, 1257, effective 4/6/77) 

Retirement Benefits for Widows of Judicial 
Officers (Act #386) 
Amends Act creating the Judges' and Solicitor 
Generals' Retirement Fund of Fulton County; 
provides that the widow of any officer who is 
otherwise ineligible for retirement benefits shall 
be eligible for retiremeM benefits upon attaining 
62 years of age if the officer has dectedc to secure 
retirement benefits for his Widow. (Gil. Laws 1977. 
p. 3186, effective 7/1/77) 

Attendilnce Outside the State by Witnesses 
Confined in Georgia Penal Institutions (Act 
#359) 
Amends uniform act to secure the attendance of 
witnesses from without the State approved 
March 31,1976 (Gil. Lows 1976, p. 1366); provides 
the /:equest.ing jurisdiction may be required to 
perform the physical transfer of the prisoner, 
provide proper silfeguards on his custody in 
transit, and be liable and pay for all expenses 
incurred on producing and returning the prisoner .. , 
(GIl. Laws 1977, p. 847, effective 3123/77) 

Municipal Courts (Act #632) 
Amends Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on 
Highways; provides for jurisdiction of municipal 
courts to try ilnd dispose ·of violations of Section 
1260 of the act when the offense occurred within 
the corporate limits of the municipality: (Ga, Laws 
1977, p. 1037) " 

Municipal COllrts (Act 11633) 
Amends Article IV of the Driver's Licensing Act 
i1pproved April 24, 1975 (Gil, Laws 1975. p.1008); 
prQvides for jurisdiction of municip.{? courts to try 
and dispose of violation.s under this chapter when 
the offense occurred within the corporate limits of 
municipality. (Ga, LqUlS 1977. p. 1038, effective 
711/'77). . 

Milgistrate's Court, BaldWin County (Act #388) 
Creates the Magistrate's COllrt of Baldwin 
CQunty", «;n •. 1mM 19'17. p, 3197~ effective 4/l/'l'l) 
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Magistrate's Court, I'utnam County (Act #101) 
Creates the Magistrate's Court of Putnam 
County and provides that the judge ,of Small 
Claims Cour~ shall serve as the magistrate, and 
other provisIons. (Ga. Laws 1977, p.239, effective 
4/1/77) 

Small Claims Court, Bryan County (Ad #734) 
Creates and establishes a Small Claims Court in 
and for Bryan County. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 4504, 
effective 7/1/77) 

Appointment of Guardian (A!C~ #378) 
Amends Code Section 49-604 relating to the pro­
cedure of appointment of guardian for persons 
who are mentally ill, mentally retarded or 
merttally incompetent to the extent that they are 
incapable of managing their estate, as amended; 
provides that the Commissioner of Human 
Resources or his duly appointed delegate may 
take the oath of guardianship before the judge of 
the Probate Court of Fulton County or before 
the judge of the probate court making the 
appointment of guardianship. (Gn. Laws 1977. p. 
896, effective 3/23/77) 

Procedures Sillbsequent to an Arrest by a Private 
Person (Ad #381) 
Amends Chapter 27-2, relating to arrests; pro­
vides that a private person who has made an 
arrest shall without any unnecessary delay take 
the person ar,rested before a'magistrate or deliver 
such person and all effects removed from him to 
a peace officer; provides that a peace officer who 
in good faith and within the scope of bis author~ 
ity takes custody of a person arrested by a pri­
vate person shall not be liable at law for false 
arrest or false imprisonment. (Gn. Lnws 1977, p. 
902, effective 7[1./77) 

Recall of Elective Public Officials 
Proposes amendment to Constitution to provide 
for the recall of State, county and municipal 
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public officials who hold elective office (to be 
voted on in NovE!rhber 1978 general election). 

Minimum Sentencing Study Committee 
Creates the Minimum Sentencing Study 
Committee composed of five members of the 
Senate appOinted by President of the Senate to 
investig~te and propose legislation respecting 
mandatory minimum sentendng of criminals 
without opportunity for parole. (Effective 
3/10/77) 

Juvenile Court Judge Qualifications Study" 
Committee 
Creates the Juvenile Court Judge QU1\lifications· 
Study Committee composed of five members of the 
Senate appoihted by the President to investiga,te 
and study the issues of juvenile court judge . 
upon the appointment of the chairman. by presi­
dent of the Senate. (Effective 3110177) 

Juvenile Off~nder5 Study Committee 
Creates the Juvenile Offenders Study Commltte~ 
to be composed of five members. of the Senate 
apPointed by the Presidentj authorizes and directs 
the committee to conduct a thorough study ot 
the juvenile laws of this State and otner states, 
with particular emphasis on the desiI:.;<lbility ollnd 
feasibility of granting mandatory pr6bation tq 
fir!>t offenders eXGept til ca?~? i!ly.olyjnst~eHJ.~ni1at~~ . 
ing cTicumstances: (Etf~tiveupon~ppolrtfmenb' 
by the President of the Senate.) 

Juvenile Crime 'and Violence Study Committee 
Creates the Juvenile Crime and VJolence Study 
Committee composed of three members of the 
Senate appointed by the Presiclentj authorizes 
and directs the'committee to study and. make tec­
ommendationstegarding juvenlle crime- and v'lo-·' 
lenc:e, especially as it nffects the schools of thIs 
state. (Effective upon appointment by the Presi~ 
dent of the Senate.) 






