If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

o
Ny




£

: arn
ﬂ“/
X
A
a\\//v e
S
)
:
“
.
.
q |
i .
. , | c
| o
: =}

a




¥
%

Pourth Annual Report O' o

Admlmstratlve Offlce of the Courts

>
i
L

(July 1, 1976 to June 30, 1977)

7

Published ‘pufsuént- e . v ‘rﬁ_'ﬂ ":;‘:fﬁ Vo
to Georgia Laws 1973, p. 288 Lo Eﬁ" *W’“ ‘J’ w2
for
The Judlclal Councxl of Georgla

f\f‘ AY (% ﬂ 1@ f@ S

‘ The Admmlstratxve Offlce of the Courts :

February 1978




i\
()]

" The 5]i1dici~a1 Council of Georgia
~ Administrative Office of the Courts

i Georgta Justice Center
- Suite’500 ‘
w4 Peachtree Street
e Atldnta, Georgia-30303

. The Fourth Annual Report of the Administrative Office of the Courts
- of Geargin is a publication of the Judicial Council of Georgia/Administrative
- Office of the Courts as required by Georgia Laws 1973, p. 288. Funding =
* for this document was provided by Grant No:. 77 A-08-001, awarded
by the State Crime Commission under a grant from the Law
. Enforcement Assistance Admlmstratlon of the. Umted States s ; ~ =
: “'Department of. Justxc& 8 B A ’ P =

an ‘,Edltor Mary P. A. Carpenter L ‘ L o F SRS ¥
’ f";,,Desxgn Patty Blsbort e e - . e :
g »J 0278-A 02

REIRL AP




- COUNCIL = " JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GEORGIA

-~ Judge Marion T, Pope, Jr., Chairmanr Administrative Office of the Courts -
' Judge Julian Webb, Vice Chairman - GEORGIA JUSTICE CENTER
» Judge James B, O’Connor; Sec. /T reasurer. -, . SUITE 500 :
Judge Francis W. Allen ‘ 84 PEACHTREE STREET
Judge Frank S. Cheatham, Jr. ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303
Harold G. Clarke, Esq. ' (404) 656-5171

Judge W. Marion Guess, Jr.

Wilton D. Harrington. Esq.
Associate Justice Robert H. Jordan
Judge Paul-W. Painter

Judge Charles L. Weltner

| : ~ R RobertL Doss r. i

‘Foreword

The fourth year of existence of the Judicial Council of GeorglalAdmmlstratlve Offxce of
the Courts was one of change and maturity. In 1973 the General Assembly created the R T
agency and assigned to it the responsibility of studying the courts, making recommendations - SR e
for their improvement and assisting local judicial personnel with problems affecting court IR
operation. The Administrative Office of the Courts has, during fiscal year 1977, continued
to discharge its statutory responsibility as it completed several major studies and initiated -
programs to improve the operations of the courts and the administration of justice in thxs
State: PR . ‘
System-vwde projects and studles completed by the Administrative Office of the Courts e ey
provide primary and comprehensive data on the workloads and operations of the courts of S
this State. The studies form a firm factual foundation for evaluating the needs and
resources of the judicial system. A statewide study of courthouse facilities was completed, a
masterplan for the juvenile justice system was published, long-range goals for the judiciary
~ were being developed and accurate caseload data was collected for the four prmc1pal courts
" of record. - §

Development of a ‘comprehensive program of continuing educatlon for the ]udlcxary was
planned with the creation of the Judicial College of Georgia. Plans and programs for using
available federal funds for improvements to the State’s courts are being developed and
coordinated by the newly appointed Judicial Planning Committee. The implementation of the
Judicial Administration Act of 1976 established teri administrative districts and brought a ‘
greater degree of uniformity to the courts system in the State: Additional judicial manpower -
was prov1decl for eight circuits having critically high workloads by the creation of new -
superior court )udgeslnps by the General Assembly upon recommendatxon of ‘he }udxaal
Council.; I

- This Annual Report presents a review of how the Admmlstratlve @Eflce of the Courts has ok B
dlscharged its statutory responsibility by aiding local courtsr‘»conductmg studies, making" 0 e

- recommendations for changes and other activities. Summaries of the judicial work of the
principal courts of record and a review of the projects and programs coordinated by the -
court administrators for the judicial administrative districts are also presented. - :

- The Administrative Office of the Courts welcomes questions and comments onits =

activities and accompllshments as it continues to discharge its responmbxhty by developmg

programs and pro;ects that address the needs of the courts of Georgia.. e :
s Slncerely, ,

g e o : o ~VRobert L Doss, Jr\\
SN R T PN L0 U Director o :
T :Admm:stratlve Offxce of the Courts e
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]udiCial Council of G eorgia BN }

Increasing maturity marked the fourth year of
existence of the Judicial Council of Georgia and its
service arm, the Administrative Office of the
Courts (AOC). During the past fiscal year the

Council was involved in several important changes -

which are expected to improve the administration
-of justice and the operations of the courts of
Georgla
Charged by law with studying the work of the
courts, assisting judges and other judicial personnel
and making recommendations for improvements in
the courts (Ga. Laws 1973, p. 288), the Council
placed special emphasis on several areas durmg
fiscal:-year 1977.
- The Council assisted in the 1mplementatlon of
the Judicial Administrative Act of 1976 (see-.
Appendix Four). The act established ten judicial
administrative districts in the state and a frame-
work for identifying-the needs of cotirts within
each district and coordinating programs and-
_resources to meet these needs.
‘The Judicial Council’s concern for i mcreasmg the
opportunities for continuing education for the
~judiciary was shown by its establishment of the -
Judicial College of Georgia. The college will tackle
“the task of developing a comprehensive program
from the existing patchwork of educational
) opportumtles—wsemmars, workshops and other :
training sessions. i :
Planning for the use of federal funds avallable .
for courts programs and improvements was
ensured by ‘the formation of the Judicial Planmng

" Committee. The committee will coordinate and-

-~ organize planning efforts and assist local courts in
- preparing applications for federal grants. =~

'An analysis of annual caseload statistics Vcollected
“on the major courts of record in- the state provides -

the Council with a sound basis for evaluating the v
need for additional judicial manpower. Eight new

superior court judgeships were created by the 1977 '

General Assembly upon Council recommendations
which cited the partlcularly heavy workloads m :
these circuits. . ;
Nine judges of courts of record and two # :
members of the State Bar of Georgia comprise the -
Judicial Council. Created in 1973 by an act of the
General Assembly, the Council has used its first -

~ years to build a foundation of previously

uncollected facts and figures on the courts of the

state. During fiscal year 1977 several major studies o

were completed which examined the state of °
Georgia’s courthouses, surveyed.records-keeping
practices and-procedures in-the courts and -~
produced-a masterplan for improving the juvenile
justice system. Funded for the most part by one-
time grants of federal money, primarily from the
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration
{LEAA), these and other studies of the state’s

courts have provided the primary information
necessary for the Council to analyze and evaluate -

the needs of the courts, recommend improvements L
~and plan for future programs and projects to - .

address both existing and projected needs.
Through its programs and practices the Judicial

' _‘Counml of Georgia is building a more efficient and

effectivé judicial branch of government. The

“development of plans for the future of the -
‘courts—through the formulation of long-range

goals for the courts system, recommendations. Eor; s
the revision of the Judicial Article of the State’
Constitution and other efforts—will help the -

- courts keep pacé with the growmg demar\ds Onithe i
: 'vJudlmal system in Georgla ,




o IUDICIAL COUNCIL OF GEORGIA |

(July 1, 1976 - June 30, 1977)

Judge G. Ernest Tidwell, Cizmrmrm Judge Irwin W. Stolz, Jr. co
Superior Court S Vice Chairman, 711176-3[1-77*
Atlanta Judicial Clrcult "o Georgia Court of Appeals

Atlanta ; Atlanta

i

o

B ]udge Mar:on T. Pope, Jr. o

Secretary-Treasurer, 7/1/76-311177" " Judge Julian Webb - ;
: Vice Chairman, 3/1177- 6130/77 T R * . Secretary-Treasurer, 3[1{77-6]30]77 . S
. Superior Court , ~ ~ . Georgia Court of Appeals : N -
.- Blue Ridge Judicial Clrcuxt ' ’ el il ; Atlanta B : :
- Canton ' S '

Sy See Appendlx Three for members of the Judicial Council since its creation in 1973. SR 7
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The legislative, judicial, and executive powers shall

forever remain separate and distinct, and no person

discharging the duties of one, shall at the same time, -

exercise the functions of either of the othcrs cxccpt as

| herein prov1dcd

Consutunon |

<

Statc of Ccorgxa '
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: A‘dmihistrative Office

g

“The responsibility of the Administrative Office

 of the Courts to study and assist the courts and

make recommendations for their improvement is
spelled out as eight primary duties in the 1973 act

.which created the Judicial CouncilfAOC.

- Consulting with and assisting judges and other

* court personnel in matters of court administration

is a broadly defined duty which has permitted the
development of the AOC along functional lines .
‘riecessary-to address the needs of the courts.

. Technical assistance to courts was provided by the

AOC in such areas as facilities, records manage-

’ment, jury management'and information systems.’

‘Benchbooks and manuals and special short-term
projects answered other court needs,

A closely related duty requires the AOC to’
examine the administrative and business methods

. and systems used in the judicial system and make

recommendations for their improvement. The
AOC was involved last year in helping courts

. improve jury management procedures and
. practices, developing model court rules and

developing models for testing computer-based

- information systems for courts. A Survey of Records
. Keeping in Georgin Courts completed last fiscal year
- views records management practices and proce-

dures in courts throughout the state. The compila-
tion of this information was an important first step
“in permxttmg the AOC to carry out its'duty to
examine the state of courts’ dockets, Besides

- providing technical assistance in records manage-
~ment, the Administrative Office of the Courts

‘worked with individual courts to introduce and

~install model docket books.

~The AOC’s annual collectxon of data on the case- k

loads of the major courts of record is in keeping -

- with its duty to compile statistical and financial
* data and other information on the judicial work of

the courts. More detailed and more accurate’
- statistics were collected and analyzed last year.

. Other limited studies completed last year include

‘one on the office of justice of the peace and a five-
‘year analysis of caseload data which shows the

: ~courts keepmg pace with dramatic i increases in the
[‘number of cases filed. " ‘

¢

of the Courts.

12

The AOC is also required. to act as fiscal and
budget officer for the judicial system and to
prepare budget estimates of state appropriations -
necessary for the maintenance and operation of the
judicial system. Besides fulfilling this function for
several judicial agencies, the AOC administers
federal funds in the form of grants from LEAA '
and the Office of Highway Safety and assists
courts on the local and district ]evels in preparing
individual grant applications. ,

Another major duty defined by law is the formu-
lation and submission of recommendations for the -
improvement of the judicial system. The develop-
ment of long-range goals for the courts anda
masterplan for the juvenile justice system, the
work of the newly formed Judicial Planning
Committee and the recommendations for revision
of the Judicial Article of the State Constitution

spell out specific system-wide recommendations for. .

improving the administration of justice in Georgia.
The need for physical improvements to court- .
houses and courtrooms was pointed out in'a four-
volume study of tourthouse fac111t1es completed
last year,

Additional duties assigned to the AOC by the

Judicial Council during fiscal year 1977 were.

primarily in the areas of education and communi-
cations. A specific duty to produce an annual
report on the work of the courts'and on the
activities of the AOC was one of many efforts to
disseminate information to judicial personnel and .
to the public. Whilethe birth of the Judicial
College was the most visible event in the area of
education, the Administrative Office of the Courts

~continued its involvement in seminars, worxshops

and other training opportumtles for ]ud1c1al system -
pefsonnel. - -
The specific duties of the Administrative Office -
of the Courts,are closely related to each other. The
AOC coordinates its activities along functional -

‘lines which group similar services and avoid duph-
“cation of efforts. A review of the activities of the

Administrative OFffice of the Courts durmg fiscal
year 19’77 follows

T
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3 ECtor o .
for Operations,
g oha Shope -+ 4]

*Due to organizational ch‘anges ma‘de;shdx}h}y after the end -
of fiscal year 1977, this chart is included in {his report to
- present a current picture of AOC organization. :
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Adminis‘tr‘ation -

Grant administration, budget
preparation, legislative updates
and other services were ways the
Administrative Qfficé of the
Courts fulfilled its responsibili-
ties to assist and provide
requested services to judges and
other court personnel and to act
as fiscal officer for the judicial
system

- During fiscal year 1977 the
AOC administered seven federal
grants. These funds, awarded
through the State Crime Com-
mission, were grants from the
Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration and the Office of
.Highway Safety of the U.S. :
Department of Transportation:
One-time, system-wide studies—
of facilities and records-keeping
practices—and projects-—develop-
ing long-range goals for courts .

- and a masterplan for the juvenile
‘justice system-—which were
funded by these grants could not

“~have been completed without

federal assistance. Courts on the
~Tocal, county and district levels
were assisted by the AOC in
- preparing grant applications for .
“individual projects. Information =
- was collected by the AOC for
“the application for the grant to
fund the Judicial Planning Com-

: _mittee, a group responsible for:

- coordinating planning for the use.

_“of available federal funds for
- courts projects.and improve-
ments ona yearly ba51s

The AOC prepared budget
estimates and served as fiscal
officer for the Superior Courts
Sentence Review Panel, the -
Judicial Qualifications Commis-

- sion, the Council of Juvenile

Court Judges and the Board of
Court Reporting. The AOC also
prepared budget estimates for
the superior courts.

Under the supervision
and direction of the
Judicial Council, the Admin-
istrative Office of the
Courts shall perform the

~ following duties:

Consult with and assist
judges, administrators,
~ clerks of court and other
officers and employees of
the court pertaining to
" matters relating to court

administration and provide

such services as requested.

S BT ' general on court-related 1ssues
".were mailed to superior court

‘judges. Inquiries about the dutxes :

I3

A weekly fepoit on Ieglslahoh e

was distributed. to ]udges, legis- -

~lators and other judicial per-

sonnel by the AOC while the

" General Assembly was in session.

The Judicial Legislative Log listed

new leg:slahon and the - status of

- working a tetal of 1,173 days. -

_answered, and several legal *
~opinions were issued by the 1egal

: specxflc req(xests

g

previously introduced bills. The
progress of Judicial Council~
endorsed legislation was tracked
in this publication, a joint ¢ffort
of the legal services and commu-
mcatlons sections,

A judicial-legislative confer- Sl
ence at Callaway Gardens was

~sponsored by the Judicial Council

to provide a forum for commu- -
nication between-the judicial and: *
legislative branches of govern- '
mert prior to the ¢onvening of

" ‘the legislature. After the General

Assembly ad;ourned ‘the AOC a

“presented reviews of legislation

passed during the 1977 session at
seminars for state and probate o

~court judges‘and superxor court

clerks:
QOther non-technical assnstance

“to courts was provided by the -

AOC in several areas. A list was . - e
maintained of superior court - :

“judges and senior judges avall- ,

able to sit in another circuit -
when a judgebecame ill or dis- -

" “qualified. During fiscal year
1977, senior judges prov1ded

additional judicial manpower by

-Opinions of the attorney

and fees of court reporters: were

services section in response to -



Sk State Appropriations for the Judiciary

(Fiscal Year 1977: Iuly 1, 1976—June 30, 1977)

... under the supervi-
“sion and direction of the
Judicial Council, the
R ; Administrative Office of -
.52 per cent ~ the Courts shall perform
Y of 1% ~ the following duties...

Judicial Budget
- $10,098,391

Act as fiscal officer and
prepare and submit budget
estimates of state appro-

, priations necessary for the
W DR o maintenance and operation

of the judicial system.
R S RN

 Five- Year Comparlson for ]ud1c1a1 Budget
(1974 1978)

. Total State : Percent of

Fiscal Year Appropriation Amt, Ijjcrease ' Judicial " Increase State Budget
1974 $1,675,135,460  $316,406,086  $7,954,483  $1,343,170 .0047
1975 1,702,971,922 27,836,462 9,022,277 1,067,794 .0053 .
1976 1,841,125,219 138,153,297 9,828,414 806,137 - .0053
1977 1,890,095,530 48,970,311 10,098,391 269,977 .0053
1978 2,143,976,000 253,880,470 11,250,927 1,152,536 .0052
FISCAL YEAR 1977 , - . FISCAL YEAR 1978
IUDICIAL APPROPRIATION : _ ‘ JUDICIAL APPROPRIATION‘,
($1o,o98,391) ; ; BRI o ($11 250 927)

-Supremé Court : R Slipreme Court;
($1,158,000) R o - . ($1,287,035)

Court of o S ‘Court of /
i Appeals . R = Appeals /:
1,305,000) ST ; o ($1424,2

I’rosecutmg Attorneys’ Council ($‘232,700 i
177,000) Administrative Office of the Courts ($225,088
'($ 72,000) Appellate Court Reports ($116,700)%
Y ($ 40,000) Council of Juvenile Court Judges ($44,556)
($36,046) Sentence Review Panel Lo (8$39,211)
($ 10,000) Judicial Qualifications Commission - ($30,000)

(% 7,500)

‘Board of Cou_r‘t‘ Reporting - ($8,000)

i
H

16




Communications

Through the regular commu-

" nications efforts of the Judicial

Council/Administrative Office of
the Courts, the public learns of

~ innovations and improvements in

the courts system and judicial
personnel are made aware of
resources, programs and projects
which might be adaptable to the
needs of local courts.

Iriforming judicial system
personnel and the public about
court-related news and the
activities of the CouncillAOC
last year took the form of publi-

.cations and press releases as well

as responses to individual *
requests for information about
the courts and their operations.
More than seventy news:
releases were issued during fiscal
year 1977. These were designed
to inform the media and the
public of new developments in

. . . under the supervision and direction of the
Judicial Council, the Administrative Office of the
Courts shall perform the following duties...

Prepare and publish an annual report on the e
work of the courts and on the activities of the R
Administrative Office of the Courts. ‘ '

the courts system, results of
studies and surveys conducted by

‘the AOC and other news. An

informational brochure describ-
ing the Judicial Council/Adminis-
travive Office of the Courts and
its activities was also produced.
Five issues of the Georgin Courts
Journal were distributed to courts
system personnel. The Journal -
reports-on the activities of-the
CouncilfAOC and features arti-
cles on how courts are solving .
problems in areas such as facili-

ties, records and jury manage~
ment and presents information’
on current programs and
practices of court administration.
Included this year were reports -

~on the activities of the newly -

personnel in Georgla

formed judicial admmlstratlve
dlstrlcts

For a second year, the AOC w

‘ pubhshed a Georgin Courts Direc- -

tory, providing in a single publica-
tion names, addresses and tele-
phone numbers of court”

A Pubhc Relatxons Dlgest, ; e
compendium of news articles and i

“editorials relating to the courts

clipped from newspapers in. the

.. state, was prepared monthly.

% Intended originally for Judicial
‘Council members, the Digest is . °
-now- distributed to. more than SR

- fifty others, including some

members of‘the General .

Assembly, chsrnct admlmstratwe

ks
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Education

o

judges and dlstru:t court
administrators:

A duty specxfxcally assigned by
" law to the AOC is the produc-
tion of an annual report on the

‘work of the courts and the
" activities of the Administrative

The creation of a judicial
college to provide the structure
_for a more comprehensive

" program of educational opportu- -

nities for Georgia’s judicial

. personnel was the major activity

of the Judicial Council in the area
of education during last fiscal

" year. .

Although training sessions-and
workshops for the judiciary have

"been held for'a number of years,

these have not been developed
into a structured program of
continuing judicial education.

. . . under the supervi-
sion and direction of the
Judicial Council, the
‘Administrative Office of
the Courts shall perform
- the following duties...

Perform such additional
duties as may be assigned

by the Judicial Circuit.

- T LS R
 To develop such a program to -
answer the needs of judicial
system personnel is the task of
the newly named Board of
Trustees of the Judicial College
of Georgia. They are planning
“the development of a program
for continuing judicial education -
-and have made arrangements

“with the University of Georgia -

for the college to be located in

“"Athens,

Implementatxon of thls educa—
tional program is still in the

~ future, however, and the Admin-

Office of the Courts. The Third
Annual Report of the Administrative
Office of the Courts provided a
review of these activities during
fiscal year 1976 and presented
statistical information on the
judicial workload for the state’s

istrative’ Office of the Lourts has
continued to coordjnate many of
the existing training sessions and

~ seminars. During fiscal year 1977

the AOC was involved in four-
teen educational programs: two
superior court judges’ seminars,
a bench and bar conference, one
seminar each for juvenile court
and probate court judges; four

prmmpal courts of record durmg
this period.

Published studies, manuals and
handbooks are discussed else-
where in this report.

traffic judges’ seminars, a ‘
seminar for superior court clerks,
one state trial judges and solici-
tors” seminar, a justice of the
peace seminar, an orientation
session for new state court and
superior court judges and a
seminar for probation officers in
independent probation systems.

',ﬁjudge ’~lmo Holt




Juvenile ]usticé

Developing plans and
programs for improving the
state’s system of juvenile justice
was the primary focus of the
AQOC’s activities in this area
during fiscal year 1977.

The four-volume:juvenile Justice'
Masterplan which presents the

. results of a two-year effort was .

" completed. The Masterplan
examines the current complex
system of courts and services—
state, local and private—that
form Georgia’s juvenile justice

'system and charts 1mpr0vements

" to that system through reorgam~
zation.
Involved in the aevelopment of
this Masterplan were the Adminis-
.trative Office of the Courts, the

Council of Juvenile Court Judges -

and a special Juvenile Justice:
Masterplan Steering Committee.
“ (See page 68 for the-Annual

Report of the Council of Juvenile

Court Iudges ) The ]\/Iasterplan s

3&,\

Nt

. .' . under the supervision and du'ectlon of the
Judicial Council, the Administrative Office of thé
Courts shail perform the following duties..."

Examme the admlmstratlve and busmess _
_methods and systems employed in the offices ~
~ related to and serving the courts and make

recommendations for necessary improvement.

recomimendations call for a coor-
.dinated, more effective juvenile’ *

justice systemn which would -

- incorporate and coordinate the

various agencies-and services.
that comprise the current
system. These recommendations
were presented at a conference
to approximately two hundred

- persons involved in the ]uvemle
" justice system.

‘The Administrative: Offlce of®

_the Cotirts worked with juvenile
- court judges and the Juvenile
‘Courts Statewide Judicial Data
‘*‘Systems Steermg“Committe

ef\to

19

; begm developmg an mformahon

system for repor ting data on. the
activities of the )uvemle coufts. .
A consxderatlon Jin the develop-

ment of this system is the possi-
- bility of incorporating the -

juvenile court model docket
books into an automated system

~,in the future. During fiscal year =~

1977, fifty-nine of these.model
docket books——preprmted dockets
of a-standard size and format—

were ordered for the state’ss

~ juvenile fourts; (See page 26 for
‘further qurmatxon on model

dockets )

e e
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. Columbus
ohn Mills L
Supermtendent of'SchocLIs
'Sylvama o ’ ‘
‘Deborah Pelhgrmo ; ;z’t,
Program Director =" " "
o Mid-town Branch YMCA
el "";Atlanta o :
" Capt: W. R.. Rames 2
" Peace: Ofﬁcers As”socxahon, off

'~"<»Mar1etta ,
‘Daniel Starnes

- Regjonal Dxrecfor ‘
" National Councﬂ on Crlme and

."‘Aﬂ”‘s’@, i

“ Georgia

Deli nq»‘ ency

Plannin R

. Improvements.to the courts
~ system are most effective when
~ they proceed in a planned,
orderly fashion. Recommenda-
tions for such improvements
- take into consideration the rela-
‘tive importance of the various
needs of the courts and are based
on a thorough evaluation of
- current resources and practices.
- During fiscal year 1977 several
major steps were taken to ensure
. that planning for court improve-

- ents and programs would be

~handled on an orderly basis-

within a framework of priorities.

~ The creation of the Judicial Plan-
“-ning Committee (JPC) by the -

° Judicial Council, the development .
- of long range goals for the )ud1—~ :

... under the supervision and direction of the
Judicial Council, the Administrative Office of the
Courts shall perform the following duties...

Formulate and submit recommendations for the
improvement of the judicial system.

cial system and the preparation
of recommendations for revision

. of the Judicial Article of the

State Constitution were primary
planning activities.
Represented on the Judicial

B Planmng Committee are the

various agencies involved with

the courts. The JPC will serve as

a mechanism for planning for the
use of available federal funds to

" improve.the courts. Funded by

20
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an LEAA grant awarded through
the State Crime Commission, the .
Judicial Planning Committee is

- responsible for developing yearly

“plans for using these funds. ‘

The role of the JPC is to LA

define, develop and coordinate -
programs which will be .
administered on the local ‘and
district levels. Plans‘for the
entire judicial system including

- defense and prosecution
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programs are coordinated by the
JPC. The committee also reviews
applications for grants for fund-
ing court programs. The Judicial
Planning Committee works
closely with local and district

* judicial system personnel to

identify problem areas and plan
programs appropriate to these
needs.

The development of long-
range goals for the state’s courts
was assigned to a fourteen-
person committee. The AOC
assisted this Long Range Plan-
ning Committee in examining
previously compiled planning.
documents. From an evaluation
of these documents and their
own observations of the courts
system, the committee began to
develop long-range goals to serve
as guidelines in making improve-
ments to the judicial system.
This planning effort also was
funded by an LEAA grant.

Approaching the matter of
courts improvements from a
constitutional viewpoint was a

. twenty-three-member committee.

This group, assisted by the
Administrative Office of the
Courts; studied the existing
Judicial Article of the State
Constitution to propose revisions
which would improve the judicial
system and the administration of

_justice in the state.

Developing model rules of
court was assigned to another
committee. This nine-member
cornmittee began preparing a
standard set of rules of court
which can be adopted by individ-
ual courts. Adoption of written .

- rules of court will improve court

administration and encourage
more uniform practices.
Implementation of the-
recommendations and plans for
courts 1mprovements ‘made by’
these groups is coordinated by -
the Administrative Office of the-
Courts and by the judicial admin-
istrative judges and their court .

-administra tors =
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“The Adminis(trati‘ve Office of :
the Courts is charged by law

~with compiling statistical and" .
‘financial data and other informa-
“tion on the judicial work of the

courts and their related offices.

This compilation of basic dataon

the courts’ work forms a vital-

.lmk in the process of 1dent1fymg

Research und Published Studies

) the;”riree‘d‘s‘ ofthe;cOurts and is
. the foundation'for recommerida-

tions for improvements in the

“judicial system.

Making the results of these

sstudies of the courts avallable 1s

integral to the compilation

‘process so that mformahon on
‘the work of the courts can be

. used not only by the Judxmal

'Council/AOC and the courts

themselves to determine ctirrent.
and ‘projected needs; but also by
“various planning and legislative
~ groups for incorporating the
‘developing needs of the 1ud1c1al

system into the overalI govern- e
ment structure v g i




- Since the creation of the
Judicial Councill/AOC in 1973,
the primary research effort has
been the collection of caseload

- data on the major courts of ,
record in the state for the annual

" judgeship study. The Judicial
Council evaluates the data pre-
sented in the judgeship study
and considers other factors
before making recommendations

- to the General Assembly for the

creation of additional superior
court judgeships in circuits

. demonstrating such a need,
- The annual judgeship study. -
includes statistics on court work-

- loads for each circuit and pre-
- sents the support provided to the

superior courts by state, probate
and juvenile courts.

Data on the judicial workloads
in the state were collected by
"AQC personnel through statis-
‘tics for fiscalyear 1976. How-
ever, with the implementation of
the Judicial Administration Act
‘of 1976 (see page 40 and

- Appendix Four), plans were made

for the district court administra-
tors to count cases and conduct
interviews with court personnel
in their districts about whether a
- need exists for additional judicial
manpower, A seminar on the
case counting procedures for the

*district administrators was éonz’

ducted by the AOC, and an
instruction manual was also
vprepared ,
- Revisions weré made in the
definitions of terminology used
‘in counting caseloads for fiscal

- year 1977 to improve the accu-
rafy of the, statlshcs Standard

... under the supervision and direction of the
Judicial Council, the Administrative Office of the
Courts shall perform the following duties...

Compile statlstlcal and financial data and other
information on the judicial work of the courts and
on the work of other offices related to and serving
the courts, which shall be provided by the courts.

definitions were developéed and
approved by a committee chaired
by Superior Court Judge James

B. O’Connor of the Oconee Judi-
_cial Circuit. Also serving on this
““committee were Judge Walter C.

McMillan, Jr:, Superior Court,
Middle Judicial Circuit, Sanders-
ville, who is the administrative
judge for the eighth judicial
district, and Judge Asa D. Kelley,
Jr., Superior Court, Dougheny
Judlmal Circuit.

The committee also mstructed
the AOC to collect for the first
time data on the number and age
of cases awaiting trial and open
cases. This data will be presented
in a separate published study.

In addition to the Fourth Annual
Report Regarding the Need for Addi-
tional Superior Court Judgeships in
Georgia, the Judicial Councxl/
Administrative Office’ of the
Courts published three other
studies and revised or developed
several manuals and handbooks.
A study in preparation at the end
of fiscal year 1977 presents a
summary of caseload statistics
for the five-year period from
1971 tO 19'76

S

 The final volume of the Geirgia
- Statewide Facilities Study and a

manual developed from- this
study, Facility Standard and Design
Guidelines, were published. This
four-volume study of eourthouse
facilities inventories the physical
conditions of every courthouse in
the state and makes recommen-
dations for their improvement.
The first part of this study,
released in 1975, pointed out

functional inadequacies in all but

twenty-four of the state’s 159
courthouses "
- ‘The Survey of Records Keepmg in

“Georgia Courts, the result of a

two-year effort, examines the
status of records management in

court-related officés. The AQC

~ was assisted by judges and per-

sonnel of clerks” offices and
probate court offices as well as

.by a records management steer-

ing committee in producing this
survey. The AOC and law
students collected and analyzed"
the data on the retords-keeping -
procedures and practices of the*
primary courts of record in the
state.

The Survey cxtes requ1rements

for retaining certain records-and -
‘makes recommendations for -

reducing or eliminating’ problems

- of record keeping. The Survey not

only presents the current state

- of records keeping in Georgia .

courts, but also*makes specific
recommendations for improve-

- ments in docket design, record— '

ing methods and ﬁhng syste1n51~

“(see page 26). Y

The Survey of Records Keepmg -

1dent1f1ed problems in the



records area. The Rec’ords:/>>m—
m’i’ctee, in reviewing these find-
ings, developed the following
goals: to make records keeping
more efficient by eliminating
unnecessary records and reduc-
ing paper flow; te reduce or
eliminate record storage prob-
lems; to determine equipment
needed for record keeping; to

evaluate the usefulness of record =

keeping to courts, attorneys, liti-
gants and the public; and to
design records that would coor-
dinate with other records of the
criminal justice system.
A Short Descriptive Study of the

Office of the Justice of the Peace in

. Georgin presents information on
the historical development of this
office, the legal structure and the
duties and responsibilities. Also
included is information on the

‘Technical Assistance

By necessity some of the Judi- *

cial Council’s recommendations
for improvements to the courts
system and the administration of
justice involve changes that may
take years to realize. However,

many current and pressing needs

of the courts are met through

;us’aces of the peace themselves
—age, gender, occupation and
method of selection. Other
information on the site of the
courts, fees collected, availability
of the Georgia Code and caseload
by type is included.

A manual for traffic court
judges was completed and pub-

lished by the AOC, and develop- -

merit was begun on the Clerks”
Handbook. A section on jury
management was completed, and
development was begun on
sections on records management
and procedures for applying for
review of sentences. Revision of
the Probate Court Judges Handbook "
was also begun. The AOC con-
tinued to provide new judges
with civil and criminal pattern
jury instructions,

technical assistance provided by
the Administrative Office of the
Courts on the local and district
levels.

This technical assistance makes
available to the judicial system
services which would not be

- feasible for local courts to main-

. other areas, thhout the -expense
o each-courtof f"dr“uii'tg"a’ruﬂ o
‘time position for services that

3
0
©
i

... under the supervi-
sion and direction of the -
~ Judicial Council, the -
Administrative Office of

| ‘the Courts shall perform

the following duties...

Examine the state of the
dockets and practices and
procedures of the courts
and make recommenda-
tions for the expedltmn of -
litigation. e

g
o

tain. The courts, through the
AQOC, share the expertise of
specialists in recofds manage-

“ment, facilities, jury manage-.

ment, 1nformat10n systems‘and
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“are needed infrequently by an
individual court.
By providing’ technical assist-
' ance and other support to courts,
the Administrative Office of the
- Courts fulfills its statutory
; responsxbxhty to consult with,
‘assist and provide requested
services to judges and other
‘court personnel and to study and
_ recommend improvements in-the
S administrative and business
.7 methods and systems of court~
Cotto related offices, -
" The AOC’s most far—reachmg
" sachivity in the area of records -
» . management during fiscal year
. 1977 was the development and
implementation of model docket -
“books for the superior, state,
‘probate and juvenile courts.
Charged by law with the respon-
.. sibility of examining the dockets,
» " the AOC contacted courts in 101
. counties to introduce the model
docket books with orders result-

“ing-for 226 model docket books, -

at least one in eighty-seven
* counties (see map, page 30).
: These model docket books
. were develoged by a committee
of judges and clerks of the
superior, state, probate and juve-
nile courts; records management
specialists; a court admmxstrator,
-and a statistics specialist. The =
= dockets are designed to reduce
“common records-keeping
. problems and introduce a degree
-, of uniformity to the records and
records-keeping procedures in
Georgla courts,
* The design of the preprmted
“.dockets helps ensure rapid, legi-
- ble entries of essential case infor-
. mation. The standard size, . .
" ‘format and information cate-
gories of the model dockets

“simplifies their use by the publlc o

“and attorneys as well as by court
personnel L

"The model dockets program
addréssed the lack of umformxty
_‘of court records and recordsz/
keepmg practices as pointed out
- in-the Survey-of Records Keeping in
Georgm Caurts Funded by an.

LEAA grant, the program pro-

- vided the first docket book and
- instruction manual on its use at
* “Ho-cost to the court: Additional .

‘volumes cost about $70, a

savings of more than half of the
cost of the bound docket books:
presently in use in many
counties. These bound dockets -

usually cost from $150 to $300.
For each. court implementing the
model dockets, the AOC pre-"

pared a report outlining that
court’s records-keeping proce-.
dures and recommending ‘

.improvements.

Other ‘activities in this area
included the development of a .

. -section on records‘management
for the Clerk’s Handbook.-Address-

ing the needs of specific courts,

- other assistance was provided in
»consohdatmg records, reorganiz-.
mg space, developmg locaI

records retention and destruction
schedules and using mlcrofllm
for court records.

Assistance in the area of 'fa'ém;

~ties improvemerits was expanded

during fiscal year 1977. Just

) ‘before. the start of the fiscal

year, the AOC employed an

- architect to serve. as facilities
consultant to the courts. . -

“The impetus for expanded

" services in facilities improvement

came from the findings of the -

 Georgia Statewide Facilities Study, the

final volume of which was pub-
lished in fiscal year 1977, This
study foreshadowed the many~

‘requests for assistance in this
.area. '

Thlrty—flve counties received

AOC assistance in facilities".

improvements (see map, page -

+29).-This techmcal assistance.

varied from the preparatlon of




comprehensive studies of partic-
ular courthouses to the develop-
ment of programs for construc-
tion to technical advice to archi-
tects and counties on constrtic-
tion. In several cases, this techni-
cal agsistanceé meant that
counties met technical require-

~ments for receiving federal funds
under the Economic Develop-
ment Act (EDA) which financed
the improvements to the court-
house facilities at no.cost to the
state or county. The AOC ’
provided technical assistance to
courthouse improvement projects
which represent construction
costs of almost $19 miliion in
local, state and federal (EDA)
funds.

" Where possible, plans for
improving and modernizing the
physical facilities were coordi-
nated ‘with the space needs for.
records keeping and jury
‘management,

The AOC also provided assis-
tance to courts in the area of
automated information systems.
During the past year the AOC,
with LEAA funding, developed a
model for a Statewide Judicial
Information System (SJIS) and,
provided technical assistance to
several counties considering
adoption of this system as well

as-ty-courities developing their
own automated information
‘systems (see map, page 31).
Information on the feasibility
of implementing an:automated
“"data system for the courts of the
‘state was provided through the
'8JIS project, The goal of the
project; in operation during the
past two years, was to develop
“models from which predictions

relating to statewide apphcatlon o

“-could be made:

° An automated system inthe
“single-county Dougherty Judicial

“Circuit and a manual system in

- the five-county Blue Ridge Judi-~
. cial Circuit were testing sites of =~ =~

computer-based apphcatlons for

_« the courts’ system, :
" The automated system-

.. involved retention of all,supér‘jor :

, e
court criminal case kdatﬁ) : i}'lrough.
the use of a computer te¢minal
in the record room in the clerk’s
office. The manual system
involved the collection of case
data at key points in the case
process through the use of -
comprzhensive case forms.

At the completion of this
project, the AOC will have valu-
able information on the feasibil-
ity of applying computer tech- =
nology and data systems tothe
courts.

:Advice on automated juror
systems was a part of the assist-

" ance provided by the AOC in the

area of jury management. Other
technical assistance was provided

. to increase the efficient use of

jurors and to decrease the overall
cost to the counties of jury trials
(see map, page 31).

The procedures, practices and
problems of jury management
are addressed in a section pre-
pared for the Clerks’ Handbook.
This section examines the area of
jury management in general and
reviews the legal framework, -
cites current problems in the
system and presents general -

~rules of good juror usage. The
objective of this section is to

improve the current system by

a551st1ng local counties i in reduc—f
ing the number of j jurors and’

juror hours, the amount of txme -

and money spent operating the

system-and the amount of time

judges and jurors spend waltmg
for trials to start,

- Specific assistance in 1mprov~ R
ing one county’s jury manage-

ment system was provided by
the Administrative Office of the
Courts to the Muscogee: County
courts. At the request of local

“judges and court personnel, the =
AOC made a thtee-month study
of the Muscogee jury system.and

made recommendations for'© -
reducing the number of jurors -
and the amount of idle juror
time and thereby producmg a
savings for the county.

The jury pooling system ,
designed for the multi-judge, =
multi-court system-—the.county
has three trial courts, a state

court and a municipal court and
- enough courtrooms for five

simultaneous trials—was imple-

mented by the court system with e
~a projected savings of some
$75,000 annually after the ﬁrst '

year of operation. **
The AOC also served in an
advisory capacitysin the develop-

~ ment of a fllm on the grand )ury

i




~ process in Georgxa The film,
Grand Jury: Conscience of the Commu-

' nity, was produced by the Insti-

~ tute of Commiunity and Area

- Development of the University

of Georgia and is intended as an
* orientation tool for newly
selected grand jurors who have
never before served.in “that
capacxty :
: Queshonnalres to survey jury
'management practices through-
out the state were developed.

- Superior court clerks will be -

“asked to provide information on
rdrawnng and summoning jurors,
~juror orientation and compensa-

-tion and other related matters.

Judges will be asked for sugges-
tions for 1mprovements in

L0y

W

current procedures.

Other assistance in improving
the systems of the courts L
included the development of a
warrant tracking system in

Coffee County, The AOC .estab-

28

' lished a traffic court lending

library and worked with traffic
court judges in improving the

‘reporting of traffic violations to.

the Department of Public Safety

“on the Uniform Traffic Citation

Form. The AQC also assisted
traffic courts in the establish-
ment of schools for persons

*convicted of driving under the

influence of alcohol (DUI
schools—see map, page 31).

Small claims court judges were

assisted by the AOC in establish-
ing an association, and technical

" assistance in short-range projects

was provided by the AOC at the
request of local courts.
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The AOC at a Glance

“Administrative Districts
Accomphshed to Date:

o Assisted the judges in implementation of
the Judicial Administration Act of 1976.

¢ Assisted in the hiring of district court
.. administrators in the adnfinistrative
districts (processed more than 750 appli-
cations for these positions).
- Hired a district court administrators
coordinator,
“ o QObtained and administered a grant
funding the district system.’
o Provided an orientation session for the
district administrators.

@ Provided a comprehenswe, week-long
~* training session via the Institute for Court
Management,

& Continued to work with the administra-
tive judges who have not yet hired court
administrators,

® Assisted administrators in determining

~and conducting projects.

e Coordinated several administrative
district meetings and activities.

e Provided two-day training session for case
counting.

In Progress:
¢ Provide supoort to Adm1mstrat1ve
«~PDistricts.

Coordinate efforts in collecting and
compiling caseload data.

Monthly meetings with district court
administrators at AOC.

‘Work with district court administrators to
improve county law libraries.

[

Work with district court administratorsin

caseflow managemert and case counting.

Evaluate effectiveness of district court
administration project. -

= Te Be Accomphshed
e Contmue to provide support to dlstrlcts

e Continue monthly meetings.
o Encourage hiring of district court-

admlmstrator in Fourth TudlClal Dlstrlct §

o

<Y

Communications
Accomplished to Date:

o Issued five Georgia Courts Journals,

e Issued one Annual Report.

Issued seventy news releases.

Assisted in preparation of five spéeches.

Issued Geotrgia Courts Directory.

Developed public information booth on

Judicial Council/AOC.

s Published information brochure aboutthe
Judicial Council/ AOC.

e Coordinated 115 printing projects for
AOC. .

e Helped coordinate Law Day activities in

the state.

In Progress:
® Publication of Georgia Lour.‘s Journal.

o -Issuance of press releases on activities of

Judicial CouncillAOC,

® Provide information about Judicial

CouncillAOC.

To Be Accomplished:
e Georgia Courts Directory for 1978,
¢ Continue publication of Georgia Courts
Journal.

& Continue pubhc dxssemmatxon of )udmxal
_information through press releases.

Court Reporting

Accémplished to Date: , ~
¢ Administered two certification tests for -
court reporters.

e Distributed copies of the Fee Schedule for

. Court Reporters to judicial personnel.

e Revoked twenty- nine. permlts for fallure
to renew. :

e Placed a forty-five day deadlme onreturn-
ing apphcatxons for certification after
receiving notification of passing test.

e Jssued two' formal opinions on court

- reporting rules and regulations.
e Put into effect the $15 charge on each

issue of temporary certlﬁcatxon permlt
effective February 1,1977.

e Certlfled a.total of 348 court reportér‘é. :
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© Established the Georgia Certified Court - To Be Accomplxshed

~Reporters Association. - ® Develop comprehensive trammg program
® Issued certificates to court reporters with judlcxal College :
passing September 1977 test. L
| Facilities :
: In Progress: : o
® Review and improve certxfrcahon test ° /Techmcal as%rstance to thn‘ty-frve '

itself. \) /counties which involved renovations and

construction totalirig $18.975 million and’

» Maintain referral serv1ce for certified
% categorized as follows:

court reporters. ,
Three major planning studies;

To Be Accomplished: - Nine EDA fmancral planmng
® Revision and publication of rules and , efforts;
formal opinions of Board of Court L Twenty-three archxtectur al .
Reporting. L assistance projects. . o
¢ Continue testing and certification of * Responded to more than two hundred
» court reporters. - ‘ - requests for copies of the State Facxhtlesr .
. © Study. g
.f Education o e Published a public relations pamphlet onr
e the Statewide Facilities Study. - .- ~
Accomplished to Date: : o e Assisted in ICLE-sponsored national - :
, ¢ Planned and rmplemented fourteen effort for statewide accreditation of. all
: educational seminars: * courthouses. :
Two superior court judges ' ‘@ Planned for an allocation program with
seminars; ‘ : “EDA monies specrﬁcally for courthouses.
One bench and bar conference, ° Developed inter-agency staff review .
One }uvemle court judges process with state Historic Preservatlon
seminar; Department.
L Four- fraffic court yudgles peminars; o Inijtiated development of a reglonahzatron
£ v One sppenor court clerks | | feasibility study. ; | SR
‘ seminar; NS o o
5 One state trial court judges and In P ' S
% solicitors seminar; ~ o rogress:
One ]uclges of the probate court : o Continued techmcal ass1stance to local
seminar; . IR o courts,: : R
L One justice of the peace seminar : e Update mventory gE
L o (provided funds for publica- o Implement masterplan. o S
i ‘ tions only); T R
One new superior and statecourt . To Be Accomplished:
‘ judges orientation; “ ; ; g ‘
FR ' - One probation officers of inde- ; e Technical assistance, . .
o ’ pendent pr obatxon systems : ‘ e Update inventory. R
i . ‘ seminar. ' v U e Impl nt sterpl
it : o - @ Implement masterplan.

. Estabhshed the judicial College of Georgla

s Sl and named a board of trustees. ‘ 7 Grants
‘ o Conducted a detailed analysis on the cost ,
- of educational seminars in the last year: = . Accomplxshed to Date: o
o and the cost of out-of-state training: e : ® Administered thirteen block and discre-
i ; o _ R tionary grants from the Law Enforcement f
ﬁ In Progress ; S ' E - Assistance Administration.- DLy
g * Planning, schedulmg eduezfional o T e Administered two grants from the Ofﬁce o
. - seminars for calendar year 1978 , ~ of Highway Safety. - .
: : ~ e Work with Judlcral College in developmg o : e Applied for five new grants for fxscal year
Col comprehenswe trammg program o Ll : 1978 (four were approved for Eundmg)




In Progress:

A

)

[

Assist local courts in grant apphcatlon and
administration.

Administer LEAA grants for district cour‘e“
admiristrators.

Continue as fiscal officer for Judicial
Qualificdtions Commission, Council of

- Juvenile Court Judges and Sentence

Review Panel. .

Work with Judicial Planning Committee in
deveIopmg funding sources.

To Be Accomphshed

a

Further grant administration.

“Continued assistance to local courts in
grant applications.. -

Information Systems

Accomphshed to Date:

Operated criminal sub-system pilot
program in Dougherty County and
manual version in the Blue Ridge Judicial
Circuit (this involved tracking 913 cases
and 3,416 peopleincluding witnesses,
plaintiffs, attorneys, defendants, judges,
and other persons involved). :

Completed criminal sub-system develop-
ment model for the state.

Completed state-level implementation

- plan which projected the cost to operate’

the SJIS system statewide.

Comp]eted statewide operations require-

.-ment analysis for each agency to imple-

‘ment the criminal sub-system.

Designed files for storage for all caseload
data dating back to 1973 for the major
courts of record and produced 404-page
caseload master file printout.

Maintained names and addresses of ;
almost 3,000 persons and generated some
60,000 address labels for mailing. .

“Assisted in the printing of the Georgia

Courts Directory,

' Provided two case disposition reports to

the Georgia Crime Information Center

" (included 512 defender units).

>}

Produced the first summary reports for

the Dougherty Test Project (this includes
filings and the number of counts by -
offense types, comparisons of ages of
defendants) @
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e Conducted on-site assessments of nine
counties developing their own
information systems.

e Provided technical assistance to seven
counties which are developing some kind
of automation within their courts (jury
systems, probate judges, arrests, booking,
etc.).

e Cootdinated the model records project
with future automation needs.

® Worked with the juvenile courts on devel-
opment of a juvenile justice information
system. '

In Progress:
® Change from in-house computer to leased
time arrangement.

e Provide assistance to local courts in
development of computer applications.

To Be Accomplished:
e Continue technical assistance.

Juries

Accomplished To Date:

e Completed the Jury Management Manual
of the Clerks' Handbook. E

® Devised a jury-pooling system for
Muscogee County; they have conducted
studies regarding establishment of com-
puterized jury selection system in Albany.

® Conducted short-range studies in jury
management for DeKalb, Chatham,
Fulton, Long, Tattnall and Dougherty '
counties.

In Progress:
e Implement Albany jury management
project.
® Short-range jury management projects,

¢ Plan for recommendmg 1eg1slat10n in jury
.management area,

¢ Administer jury queshonnames through
district court administrators for statewide
information on policies, procedures and
mechanics of jury managentent.

To Be Accomplished:
e Continue - technical ‘assistance.

® Recommend legislation in jury manage-
ment area. . L




Juvenile Justice
Accomplished to Date: R
® Agsisted in 1mplementat10n of fifty-nine
juvenile court docketing systems,
o Completed the four volurries of Juvenile
Justice Masterplan and held a conference
regarding that masterplan.
* Assisted the Judicial Liaison Committee.

® Began development of a profile and quali-
fications survey of juvenile court judges.

¢ Endorsed six legisiative measures {one
passed); recommended against passage of
one piece of legislation. .

¢ Developed model for juvenile ]ustxce
information system.

® Provided technical assistance to the

Muscogee County Juvenile Court in the
caseflow area.

In Progress:
¢ Implement Masterplan.

¢ Implement model docket system.

To Be Accomplished:
e Continue to 1mplement Masterplan

e Continue to lmplement model docket
system.

Legeﬂ Services

Accomplished to Date:
o Continued operation and coordination of
the Superior Court Judges’ Pool.

Issued several leyal-opinions regarding
such issues as habeas corpus and use of
senior judges for research projects,

e Supervising revision of the Probate ]udges x

Handbook.

o Checked legal sufficiency of the Jury
Management Manual.

] Issued an opinion:on techruques of
voir dire. . :

- Assisted Jud1c1a1 Article Committee ¢ on:
revision. ‘

thle many of the projects of the AOC are by their nature

in the legal services area, the AOC is now receiving primary
= Iegul advice tmd guidance from the Attorney General 5. Offrce

R

‘}}2 . B - * 13:

i

b

Legislafion ‘

Accomphshed to Date:
. Held Judicial Legislative® Conference at
Callaway Gardens.

® Tracked legislation during 1977 Se5510n of
the General Assembly,

¢ Produced weekly issues of the Legislative
Log during the 1977 General Assembly

* session,

® Assisted the judges in draftmg bills’ for
mtroductxon durmg 1977 session.

¢ Recommended the addition of ten new
superior court ]udgeshlps, eight of which
were created. :

¢ Began compxhng a budget for some of the‘ '
courts in the state.

* Passage of a salary bill provxdmg for
increases for secretaries to superior court
}udges and district attorneys. ‘

In Progress:
¢ Drafting of legislation in these areas:

“To provide additional compensation For
judges.

~ To ptovide for one law clerk for each
superior court judge. o
To create the Judicial College of Georgla :

To clarify training rexmbursement for 4 v
judges. ;

To prov1de for secretar,lal support for
active senior judges. . . -

To provide for court reporters at state
expense for active senior judges.

To provide for inclusion of superior court
judges in GIST system at state expense.

. To Be Accomplished: o
¢ Continue legislative tracking.
e Recommendations for changes in -
leglslatlon o )

e Continue production of weekly Legrslahve e

- Log during legislative se551ons

G

Plannmg e s

Accomphshed to Date: : ,
® Screened all major reports lssued in recent
.years and complled their major recom- -
, IIIEHC]athnS regardmg court systems

O
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Worked with the Long-Range Planning

~Committee in devising a summary of the
twelve major planning goals to be accom-
plished in the future in Georgia's judicial
system. '

o Spent last summer and fall following legis-
lation regarding the creation of the Judicial
Planning Committee (JPC)

¢ Followed passage of the JPC legislation

- included in the LEAA authorization,
attended Kansas City meeting for
explanation of the act.

. Requested an opinion from LEAA regard--
ing who is authorized to name the JPC.

JPC met twice in the springtime.

* Reviewed the 1978 plan and applications
for funds on the 1977 plan.

¢ Increased judicial representation on the,
State Crime Commission to 20 percent.

In Progress:
© @ Work with JPC.

e Publication and distribution of goals
~“developed by Long-Range Planning
Committee.

e Develop roles of various planning
agencies,

To Be Accemplished:
. Contmue work with JPC,

RecOrds

‘Accomphshed to Date:

* Sipce the beginning of the model dockets
project, a total of 230 courts in 105 counties
have been contacted and 222 docket books
have been ordered or implemented.

¢ In each court in which model dockets were
~introduced, performed major manage-
ment survey of clerks’ operation and
delivered written report to each clerk on
‘suggested improvements,

« ® . Technical assistance in such areas as
" microfilming, filing and numbering
systems, records storage, and other areas
‘was given to four localities (Albany,-
- DeKalb County, McIntosh County and
Fulton County).

¢ Development begun on the records
section for the Clerks’ Handbook. -~
» Work was initiated on records retention
" and destruction schedules.

In Progress: L

® Draft legislation estabhshmg committee
of members of judiciary to review
reétention and destruction schedules for
court records.

¢ Implement model dockets system.

To Be Accomplished:
¢ Continue implementing model dockets
system. :
o Legislatioti for judicial committee to
review records retention schedules

Research

Accomplished to Date:
¢ Conducted first statewide study regarding
the need for additional Superlor/f"ourt
manpower, /" \\

e Completely revised case coun{mg ‘

methodology for 1978 caseload judgeshjp
study,”

e Answered over one hundred technical
assistance requests for caseload and salary
data, budget information and other infor-
mation currently on file in the Adminis-
trative Office.

o Completed the Caseload Executive Summary
which compares three years of caseload
and other information on Georgia major
courts of record.

¢ Entered the caseload master f;le on the
:computer so that printouts on caseload by
county or court can be sent out on request.

o Assisted small claims court judges in
establishing association. :

In Progress: :
® Study showing ages of cases awaiting trial.

¢ Annual Judgeship Study.

® Salary survey of superior, state and
probate judges and clerks of court.

To Be Accomplished:
e Coordinate caseload countmg with the .
district court administrators. ‘

- ® Personnel study of court system,

Trafflc |

Accomplished to Date: ‘
¢ Completed and distributed the Traffxc ;
Court Judges” Manual to more than five’
hundred traffic court judges.

s}



- Held four traffic court seminars with a

total of 122 judges attending:

' Endorsed the Uniform Traffic Court

Procedures Bill, labeled House Bill 188;
which was on the General Calendar of the
House at the close of the 1977 General
Assembly.

Assisted nine counties and one jud1cia1
circuit in the establishment of DUI
programs.

Worked on improving reporting of traffic
convictions on the Uniform Traffic
Citation Form.

(- VA

* Worked with the Office of nghWay
Safety regarding the possxblhty of expand-
ing AOC's traffic division in order to
provide technical assistancé to traffic
courts all over the state. -

@

In Progress: '

e Grant for traffic court program outlined.
® Recruiting new traffic court specialist.

® Develop traffic court training program.

To Be Accomplished;

e Continue development and implementa-

tion of traffic court trammg program, e

o

0

T
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The ’mpleme”f”fw" 0f fhb’ ]udzcml Admmzstrahon Acf af

197 6 during the past year. braught a new structun: to the -

courts system of Georgia, District court administrafors keep g

~ tabs on the current and developing needs of the courfs wzthm ', ,; e
- their Histricts and provtde Izazson fo resources and servtces fo

meet fhese 11eed5

T,




The is‘tricts -

~ provided a framework for increased respy

o

. The implementation of the Judicial Administra-

tion Act of 1976 during the last fiscal ye;‘Kr
ted i (Insiveness
tor the administrative needs of local.cour fb (See

—~
/

o

Appendix Four for Act,) /
The dystem of district councils, administrative
judges and court administrators forms a structure

- for coordinating the current and emerging needs of
-~ the courts with the resources and services available
-~ within the district, through the Administrative
- Qffice of the Courts and from other sources, such
ag Funding from the Law Enforcement Assistance

Administration or the Economic Development
Administration.
The district system, in effect, links the individual

- courts with the services and resources available on
- the state leval, While the district council, the

administrative judge and the court administrator
identify and seek solutions to problems of the

“courts in each district, the Administrative Office of
the Courts makes available technical assistance,

conducts system-wide studies and otherwise

~foguses its activities primarily on the needs of the

entire judicial system, with specific aid provided to

~local courts on request. .

The district system was designed to help speed
up the work of the courts, equalize workloads
from circuit to ¢ireuit and bring more uniformity

Lo the court system.

The Judicial Administration Act, part of the
Governor’s legislative package for 1976, was

recommended to him by the Commission on Court

Organization and Structure. Although the Act was
passed thab year by the General Assembly, no

- Funds were appropriated for financing the system.
- - At the request of the Gavernor, the Judicial

Council/AOC applied for and received a grant from

the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration,

awarded through the State Crime Commission, to
finance the newly created judicial administrative

The act created ten judicial administrative

°-gystem forthe first two years, :

~districts, which are roughly equivalent to the

state’s congressional districtsy however, judicial
cireuit boundaries were kept intact, The act

~ provides for district councils composed of all
~superior court judges in the district; Each touncil
- glects an administrative judge to serve for a two-
- year term. The act provides for a Full-time
- assistant to the administrative judge, to serve as
courk administrator for the district, ‘

“The AQC assisted the administrative judges in

~emplaying the district court administrators and
- soordinated two orientation sessions, one

B~

conducted by the Institute for Court Management,
for these new court personnel. The Administrative
Office of the Courts, through its staff coordinator
for district court administrators and by monthly
meetings with these cout administrators, provided
assistance in establisking this program on a firm
foundation. = : o '

The district court administrators act on the
direction of the administrative judges and concen-
trate on particular problems identified by the
district councils, the administrative judges, the
Judicial Council and the AOC. During their first .
year, the court administrators were involved in a
wide range of activities—from budgeting for courts
to planning for renovation of courthouse facilities
—as the conditions in their districts dictated.

The district systetn provides important liaison
between the Judicial Council/ AOC and the local

:systems. District court administrators have assisted

the AOC by gathering caseload statistics, keeping
the inventory of courthouse facilities up to date
and assisting with the introduction and implemen-
tation of model docket books. ‘

Judge Hal Bell, Macon superior court judge and
administrative judge for the third judicial adminis-_
trative district, served-as.chairman of the council ~
of the teri administrative jm)ges. A former chair-
man of the Judicial Councillfjudge Bell'led the
council in determining the nitial direction for the
system. S

The ten districts range in size from one to .
twenty-seven counties, and their individual needs
are reflected in the diverse activities of the court
administrators during fiscal year 1977. Although. -
the district court-administrators have responsibili-
ties in ‘common, certain functions are emphasized
in respanse to local conditions, ol

Following is a summary of the major activities of
the district court administrators in each district

- from the time the program became fully opera-

tional until the end of fiscal year 1977. Setting up
their offices and making initial contacts with court
personnel in their districts were the first tasks of

the court administrators. .

- Note: the following summaries of the activities of the district conrt

administrators actually represent a period of about six :
months, as the court administrators were not employed
-until about halfway into the fiscal year, .
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- District One; Atlantic, Brunswick, Eastern,
-Ogeechee and Waycross judicial circuits
" {twenty~two counties)
Headquarters: Savannah
Administrative Judge: Judge Dunbar Harrison
District Court Admnn;str\ator Michael 5. deVegter

[

Budgeﬁs and fundmg fot courts programs were .
areas of emphasis in district one. The court admin-~
istrator collected personnel and financial data from
each county as a preliminary step in providing
budgeting assistance. A budget for the superior
-gerdrt and district attorney’s office for the Atlantic
f dicial Circuit was comipleted. He also prepared a
separate budget for the Liberty County Superior
Court clerk. The court administrator began seeking
" LEAA funding for a law clerk position in that
- gircuit and assisted in obtaining funding for the
- public defender program in the Atlantic circuit.

-~ The court administrator assisted the AOC in
-implementing model dockets in Liberty, Long and
Meclntosh counties,

Assistance in the revision of jury selection proce-
dures in Long County was provided by the court
admmistrator, Population statistics to be used in
jury box revision were distributed to all the
 rounties in the district.

The court administrator drafted and distributed
by-laws for the Liberty County Law Library
trustees, He provided research assistance to the
Atlantic ]udlclal Circuit in revising the court rules
-and preparing them for distribution to members of
- the bar and court personnel.

" The court administrator worked with the new
 superior court judge in the Atlantic circuit in

S preparing trial calendars for his initial terms of

- couirt. He also assisted the AOC on.courthouse

- renovation projects within his district,

He assisted in notifying the judges of the first
“district of new services available from the new
HEW-funded forensic services program which

offers on-site psychiatric examinations, at no
charge to the counties, to those criminal
’ deFendzmts referred to the. program by the courts.

Dlstrit't TWo. Alapaha, Dougherty, Pataula, South =
(Georgia, Southern and Tifton ;udxc:al cireuits
(twenty-seven counties) :
Headquarters: Valdosta
- Administrative Judge: Judge Marcus B. Calhoun
S Dismct Court Admmxstrator' Roger E. Douglas

: “The court administrator in district two worked o
~ " with the AOC in introducing and installing model
. dqcket bonks in severﬁl counties durmg the- last

a2 -

fiscal year, A program to expedite and aid indigent
cases in Lowndes County—which carries three--
fourths of the criminal caseload in the Southern
Judicial Circuit—was coordinated by the court
administrator.

QOther administrative assistance provided by the
court administrator during this first year of opera-
tion of the )udlcxal administrative district system
included aid in the revision of the jury list in
Thomas and Lowndes counties. ,

The court administrator also filed an application
for a public defender in the Alapaha Judicial
Circuit. He obtainied a law clerk to work in the
Southern Judicial Circuit.

District Three: Chattahoochee, Houston, Macon and
Southwestern judicial circuits (sixteen countles)

Headquarters: Macon® :

Administrative Judge: Judge Hal Bell

District Court Administrator: David L. Ratley

An exhaustive cotirt facilities study in Bibb
County was a major activity of the district court
-administrator in district three during fiscal year
1977. The project included liaison with the local

. government, long-range space planning for current

facilities, on-going renovation of an existing
structure and planning for a new courthouse
annex and expanded judicial facilities to be financed
by federal funds. The court administrator also
worked with the AOC and coordinated AOC tech-
nical assistance in the facilities area thh judicial
personnel in his district.

Mechanization of the jury selection process in
the district was another activity of the court
administrator. Development was begun on circuit-
wide budgets, and a budget for the Bibb Superior.
Court was completed. A new security system was
also-developed for the Bibb court,

Other activities included law library management
and planning for local information systems and
pre-indictment release programs. Grants were’
secured for improvements for the indigent defense

//programs in the Macon and Southwestern ]ud1c1a]
-circuits:

The court admlmstrator prepared a Personnel Policy

~and Procedure Manual for the Macon Jud1c1al Circuit.

He appeared before several grand juries to discuss
matters of local interest in the area of judicial
administration. He also served on a technical
assistance team for the National District -
Attorneys’ Association on a project in Bibb

- County. A feasibility study regarding the establish-

ment of a state court for Peach County was

‘conducted by the chstrxct court admnmstrator
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District Four: Stone Mountam Tudicial Cll‘CUlt (two
counties)

Headquarters: Decatur -

Administrative Judge: Judge Clarence L. Peeler Jr.

District Court Administrator: (position vacant)

District Five: Atlanta Judicial Circuit (one county)
Headquarters: Atlanta

Administrative Judge: Judge Sam P. MdcKenzie
District Court Admlmstrator' Ronald Owens

Improvements in jury management practices and
procedures were coordinated by the district court
‘administrator in district five. An instruction
manual for an automated jury selection and :
summons system was prepared for the jury clerk’s
office. Collection of several types of juror-usage
statistics was begun. Following a feasibility stiudy,
plans were developed for implementation of a juror
code-a-phone system, designed to balance the
number of jurors serving each day with the actual
needs of the court. Also in this area, the court
administrator began a feasibility study of a jury
orientation film. The fifth district was-the first in
the state to automatically choose and summon
jurors by computer.

The court administrator aiso worked with the

- pretrial release program to tighten security by
simproving the paperflow procedures and contents,

District Six: Clayton, Coweta, Flint and Griffin
judicial circuits (fourteen counties)

Headquarters: Griffin :

Administrative Judge: Judge Andrew] Whalen, Jr.

District Court Administrator: Fred A. Roney**

District Seven Cherokee, Cobb, Lookout Mountain,

~ Rome and Tallapoosa judicial circuits (twelve
counties) ,
Headquarters: Cartersville ; o
Administrative Judge: Judge Jefferson L. Davrs
District Court Administrator: Gerard P. Verzaal

Budge’ts for cOurts, surveys of jury managemeht

_practices and improvements to court facilities were
areas of activity for the district court administrator

in dlstrlct seven during fiscal year 1977.

*Owens is an a551stant to Jack Thompson, court admmxstrator of Pulton County Superior Court whose posihon,"' e

existed prior to the Judxcxal Administration Act.

‘ **Roney was employed after the end of fxscal year 19'77

S

The court adm:mstrator worked closely with the

Coosa Valley Criminal Justice Planner and the
Atlanta Region Planner to secure federal fundmg
for the courts and court-related programs. He ~
represented the courts in planning for the alloca-
tion of local federal funding in the future. Applica-.
tions for federal funds were submitted by the -

court administrator to finance necessary support

services for senior }udges who were. holding court -
in the district.

Data for a study of the budgets for courts was
collected by the court administrator, and a survey
was made of juror usage and jury management
procedures in the Rome Judicial Circuit. .

In the facilities area, the court administrator -
served as liaison between the AOC's facilities -
consultant and court and county personnel in Floyd

County. The AOC provided technical assistance to % - e

the county in planning for the renovation of the -
old post office in Rome which the county had
acquired. Latest concepts in jury usage, safety of
court officers and the public and security of liti-
gants were incorporated inte:.the renovation plans,
The renovation, which will provide for the: county
an efficient and suitable cottrihiouse at minimal-

~cost, is expected to be completed this spring..

The court administrator assisted in the tempo-
rary reassignments of judicial manpower to handle
the cases of judges who became ill or were dis-
qualified. He worked with clerks who frequently
reported problems of crltxcally short space for '

records storage..

In the area of education, the court admxmstrator
made application for a superior court judge to -
attend the National College of the State Judiciary
and secured funding to offset the cost of tuition,

~ travel and lodging for the month- long training. - -
- The district-council—the superior court judgesof ="

the district—voted to inclide as members of the -
district council the senior ludges and appellate =

court ;udges

District Exght Cordele, Dublm, Mlddle, Ocmulgee a
- and Oconee judicial circuits (twenty—seven counties) -
Headquarters: Dublin - =

Administrative Judge: ]udge Walter C. Mchllan, Jr,;y
sttrlct Court Admrmstra’tor' Jack L. Bean L

PR

Court: budgets recewed emphasrs in dxstrlct elght,

. with the court administrator completmg court 0
: fbuc_lgets for four of’ the district’s five circuits.. ‘The g

G-

o




o

o

- budget for the fifth circuit was pending approval at
o the end of the fiscal year, These budgets represent

the first budgets prepared for the superior courts -

- on aclreuit-wide basis, ,
Other budgetary matters included the
‘preparation of applications for: federal grants to

. provide for law clerks, The court administrator

also surveyed the counties in the district to deter-
mine which had applied for funds for judicial
- facility renovation or construction in 1976 under
the local public works project of the Economic
Development Act. : '
The court administrator studied the Ocmulgee
- Judicial Circuit to determine whether some terms
. of court could be deleted in some counties and
“added in others. Pooling of judicial manpower in
- the eighth district enabled the administrative judge
~ to assign judges to circuits where they were most
needed, ' ' ‘
The court administrator also set up two law
libraries in the Cordele Judicial Circuit, He
~ researched and helped implement a juvenile court
- gystem in Crisp County. -

o

District Nine: Blue Ridge, Conasauga, Gwinnett,
‘Mountain and Northeastern judicial circuits
‘(seventeen counties)

Headquarters; Dalton : :

- Administrative Judge: Judge Robert Vining, Jr.

_ District Court Administrator: Burton W, Butler.

© Bummarizing and disseminating information on
- legislation for the judges and court clerks in
district nine was one of the first tasks of the court
“administrator there, ‘ L
- He assisted in preparing grants for additional
- court personnel (law tlerks and/or assistant court
reporters) in four of the five circuits in his district.

A working paper was drafted by the court admin-

- istrator for an indigent defense system and
forwarded to the Judicial Planning Committee.

The court administrator-aiso designed several
forms for the pretrial release and diversion staff in
the Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit—a jail sheet, ‘
monthly report form and a tracking card. = :

Assistance in the area of juvenile justice included

* determining what resources were available for

providing 24-hour on-call intake officers and the
adequacy of facilities for status offenders,

District Ten: Alcovy, Augusta, Northern, Piedmont,

Toombs and Western judicial circuits (twenty-one
counties)
Headquarters: Augusta Cos
Administrative Judge: Judge John F. Hardin
District Court Administrator: Thomas L. Hodges, III*

The activities of the court administrator in .~
district ten reached into several areas—budgeting,
indigent defense programs, jury management and
others. ‘ B '

The court administrator assisted the administra-
tive judge with preparation of a budget for the
Child Support Recovery Unit. Information on
appointments of counsel for indigent defendants
and constitutional array of juries was also
collected. ' : '

A survey of grant applications for public works
funds facilities improvements was conducted. The
development of a law library was another area of
activity for the court administrator.. V

Assistance was provided for a seminar for traffic

court judges sponsored by the AOC. The court

administrator attempted to identify all judges in -
the district who hear traffic cases and to locate a
site for the seminar. ‘ S

The court administrator worked with superior
court clerks to provide information to them on
pending legislation during the session of the
General Assembly and to assist the clerks with
preparation of monthly ‘caseload reporting forms. -

*Leon Barfield currently serves as court administrator in this district.
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Increusmg workloads of the courfs are zmhally mei bl :

e \,zmprovements to court opemhons and admznzstmtwn, : S
- excessively heavy caseloads may indicate the need for addi-

tiorial judicial manpower. During fiscal year 1977, ezght Lo

" additional superior court judgeships were created by the i
General Assembly, upon the recommendatwn of fhe ]udzcml
o Counczl ' « SEe




The Courts

3
“Important developments in t}“k‘e judiciary during
the past year include an historic'break with a long-
standing tradition and a commitment to a program
promising greater unity for the courts. Plans were

Ny

“made to permit photography and broadcasting of

judicial procedures and the Judicial Administration

~ Act of 1976 (see pages 40 through 44) was

implemented. s ‘ )
“The addition of judicial manpower to counter
increasing workloads of the courts in eight circuits

 was provided by the creatioh of new superior court

judgeships by the General Assembly upon the -

 recommendation of the Judicial Council, Six of
- .these did not become effective until after the close
. of fiscal year 1977, The general election in

November 1976 brought to the bench for their ‘

- firgt term six superior court judges, seven state

court judges and thirty-two probate court judges.

Qther personnel changes are presented in

Appendix Seven. , :
The announcement of plans to permit broadcast-

" ing and photography of judicial procedures was

made by the Supreme Court’s Chief Justice H. E.

- Nichols, in an unprecedented “State of the

Judiciary” address to a joint session of the General
Assembly last February. Traditionally, only
reporters and sketch artists have been allowed in
Georgia courtrooms, But by a Supreme Court

 order of May 1977, the high court authorized

“the broadcasting, televising, recording, filming,
and taking of photographs, in its courtroom or the
catrtroom of any other Georgia court during any -«
judicial hearing.”

The court order, setting certain limits on broad-
casting and photography so that the dignity of the

proceedings s not disturbed, requires that the

Supreme Court approve these broadcasts, photo-
graphs or recordings in advance and that the
presiding judges and parties involved at the
hearing must also congent to such coverage, The

- Chief Justice explained in his first address to the
+ legislature that the plan for permitting broadcast-

ing and photography of court proceedings would
allow the public to develop a better understanding
of the judicial process through observation of the
workings of the court. , -
Some improvements to the judicial system can be

“brought about through changes in methods and
~ procedures; renovation of existing facilities, addi-

tion of staff or increases in funding, However,
some necessary improvements for the court system

~ a5 a whale require the strength of statute,

The Judicial Council, in fulfilling its responsibil-

- ity-to assist and study the courts, becomes aware

of problem areas within the system and'is able to

~identify particular legislative measures which would

help bring about needed improvements in the

. judidary.

The Judicial Council has, in the past, sponsored
annual judicial-legislative conferences at Callaway
Gardens prior to the convening of the General
Assembly. The conference provides a forum for
communications between the two branches of
government, an opportunity for discussion of
specific problem areas in the state’s judicial system
as well as ideas for future court-related legislation.
The last of these conferences to be held at Calla-
way Gardens was in December 1976. However, the
Council has decided to replace the conference
format with meetings with the legislature’s
judiciary committees at the State Capitol.

Many of the court-related bills passed by the
1977 General Assembly were primarily local in
nature. However, there were some measures
which affect the entire judicial system. (See
Appendix Eight for review of individual measures.)

Among the bills enacted was one which
increased the salaries of secretaries to superior
court judges and to district attorneys. Another bill
changed the minimum age for grand jurors from
twenty-one to eighteen years. A fee schedule of
applications for arrest and search warrants issued
by justices of the peace was provided for in
another measure.

Provision was made in another act that the

responsibility for providing security and paying the

cost of transferring prisoners subpoenaed as
witnesses by a court in another state belongs to
the requesting state. Another act provides that a
law enforcement officer who takes custody of a
person arrested by a private citizen cannot be held
liable for false arrest or false imprisonment,

Several measures affecting the juvenile justice
system were enacted, the most far-reaching of
which was the Status Offender Act which regu-
lates the detention of children who commit unruly
acts or other offenses which would not be
unlawful if they were aduits. '

The statistics on the judicial workload of the
state’s principal courts of record presented in the
following sections cover the period from July 1,
1976 through June 30, 1977. These statistics,
collected solely by the AOC in past years, were
gathered for fiscal year 1977 primarily by district
and trial court administrators, with forms, meth-

odology and assistance provided by the Administra-

tive Office of the Courts.

Improvements in the methodology used for this -

year’s case counting and analyzation efforts mean
that for the first time,-the number of criminal

charges against a defendant were counted and that

a category was added to show the number of inde-
pendent post-judgment motions. Statistics for the

probate courts include only a small portion of their -
total workload. Only traffic caseloads were counted

in these courts, - -
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Appellate Courts

The appellate court system. of
Georgia is composed primarily of
the Supreme Court-the state’s
highest appellate court—and the
Court of Appeals.

Seven justices serve on the
Supreme Court of Georgia, and,
during the three terms of court
each year, they hear cases on
appeal from the superior courts,
the state courts, the city courts
of Atlanta and Savannah and -
other similar courts and the
juvenile courts. Cases may be
brought from the Court of
Appeals by certiorari for consid-
eration by the Supreme Court.
Those questions upon which the
Court of Appeals is equally
divided may also be considered
by the Supreme Court,

The Court of Appeals has nine
judges. A chief judge elected by
the other judges of the court
presides over the first of the
three divisions of the court; the
presiding judges for the other
two divisions are designated by
the chief judge.

The Court of Appeals has

jurisdiction to-correct the errors

on appeal from the same lower

Superior Courts .

Georgia’s general jurisdiction
court is the superior court which
operates out of each county in
the state in judicial circuits of

various sizes and populations. As

of Jurie 30, 1977, there were
ninety superior court judges in

forty-two judicial circuits in

Georgia.

The number of superlor court -
judges per circuit vary from one,
judge in thirteen judicial circuits
‘to eleven in the most populous
circuit (Atlanta). Circuit size also
greatly varies from one county

as in the case of the Atlanta Cir-

cuit (Fulton County) to eight

counties in the Ocmulgee Judicial

Circuit, Georgia law requires

“court to be held in each county .-

courts from which appeals lie to
the Supreme Court, but only in
those cases wherein jurisdiction .
is not conferred on the Supreme
Court. ’

A change in the jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court and the

Court of Appeals was effected by
court rule after legislation which -

provided for comparable changes
in jurisdiction was voided as un-
constitutional by the state’s high
court. This in essence provided
that appeals in cases of rape,
armed robbery and kidnapping
would be to the Court of
Appeals, instead of to the
Supreme Court; which formerly
exercised jurisdiction in these
matters. The court order also
provides that all appeals involv-
ing the revénues of the state,
election contests and cases in
which the constitutionality of
any municipal or county ordi-
nance or other legislative enact-
ment is in question be trans-
ferred to the'jurisdiction of the

" Supreme Court. These changes

became effective August 1, 1977.
Physical changes were made to
accommodate plans for permit-

A/

{
in the state at least twice a year‘@
Superior court judges are

elected for four-year terms, and
any vacancy occasioned by death
or resignation is filled by guber-
natorial appointment. :

The superior court exercises

exclusive constitutional jurisdic-
tion in cases of divorce; criminal
cases in which the sentence may

‘be death or imprisonment in the -
" ‘penitentiary and’in cases con- :

cerning title to land and equity.
The superior court is also
empowered to correct errors of
inferior judicatories by writ of’
certiorari. It also holds exclusive -

“statutory jurisdiction in such

matters as declaratory judg-

‘ments, habeas corpus,

a7
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ting broadcasting and photog-
raphy in the Supreme Court.A
long-needed permanent public -
address system was installed.
Other changes included installa-
tion of outlets for use by tele-
vision and radio personnel,
drapery behind the bench and
additional lighting. The Chief
Justice employed an administra-
tive aide who also serves: ag liai- -

son attorney to the media.
In the Supreme Court, durmg

fiscal year 1977, 1,499 cases were
docketed; this figure includes
applications for certiorari, inter-
locutory appeals and applications
for certificate of probable cause

to appeal denial of the writ of
habeas corpus. There were,
during this period, 739" opinions .

. written by justices.

During fiscal year 1977, 1,751 .
cases—158 more than in the pre-
ceding year—were docketed in
the Court of Appeals. Of these,
205 cases were withdrawnor
transferred to the Suprerne
Court. Decisions were made in
1,546 cases, with 43 cases +
remaining open at the end of the
fiscal year. Opinions were:
written for'1,503 cases,

«

mandamus, quo warranto and

diction authorized by statute.
Of the eight new judgeships '

‘created by the General Assembly

last year upon the recommenda- -

-, tion of the Judicial Council, two

*nett, Northern and Tallapoosa -
_ « circuits; and the new judgeship
for the Chattahoochee Judicial -
Circuit became effectnfe ]anuary
Ny 1 19'78

~ ships, effective after theend of
fiscal year 1977 (on July 1, 1977),

—in the Alapaha and Middle

judicial circuits—were effective .’
1mmed1ate1y, and sotare inclided
in the numerical total of judges -
for last year. Other new judge-

were in Clayton, Griffin, Gwin- -

“prohibition, and any other juris- e
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Total Superior Court Caseload by Filing Type: 1977
) - Felonies - Misdemeanors Traffic Total Criminal
 Circult o  Filings Dispositions Filings Dispositions Filings Dispositions - Filings Dispositions ‘
 Alapaha . 304 333 1321 1211 973 987 2,688 2,531
 Alcovy ' 4590 403 581 575 123 118 1,163 1,096
Atlnta 4,390 5335 68 53 0 0 4,458 5,388
 Atlantie 481 455 - 132 144 13 36 626 635
 Augusta® 679, 937 388 355 8 '8 1,075 1,300
Blue Ridge ; 397 427 539 562 1,431 1,449 2,367 2,438 ;
Brunswick = - 827 482 214 256 2,295 2,250 3,036 2,988
Chattahoochee 938 1,099 600 . 504 149 140 1,687 1,743 :
Cherokee 588 530 896 784 1,806 1,783, 3,290 3,007
Clayton 675 925 79 117 3 1 757 1,043
Cobb - 1,256 1,324 o 10 0 0 1,256 1,334 4
Conasauga 216 273 566 590 235 275 1,017 1,138 7
Cordele 331 343 448 390 16 15 795 748 :
Coweta ‘ 469 611 339 209 156 155 964 975
Dougherty 573 544 0 14 0 0 573 558
Dublin 167 216 7 8 0 0 174 224
Eastern 1,499 1,589 503 328 0 0 2,002 1,917
Elint 198 197 - 223 240 30 42 451 479
Griffin ’ 265 314 306 358 286 310 857 ~ 982
Gwinnett 366 325 16 18., 2 4 384 347
Houston 310 286 0 0 0 0 310 286
Lookout Mt, - 501 . 505 1,186 886 171 116 1,858 1,507
Macon S 1,255 1,059 223 225 20 20 1,498 1,304
Middle ' 305 377 18 15 0 0 323 392
Mountain ‘ 114 124 186 177 109 107 409 408
Northeastern 432 642 306 404 407 517 1,145 1,563
Northern 27 222 244 234 115 98 586 554
Ocmulgee . 698 781 623 733 224 230 1,545 1,744
Oconee 3 466 497 531 329 316 1,150 . 1,313
‘Ogecchee 294 403 63 92 4 15 361 510
CPataula 6 360 334 84 465 465 1175 1,109
Piedmont o 202 194 217 244 . 267 609 686
Rome 230 . 193 1,576 1,622 146 136 1,952 1,951
South Georgia 453 531 203 175 127 116 883 822
Southern 1011 1,039 164 187 3 2 1,178 1,228
Southeagtern . 180 215 9. 64 1 1 239 280
StoneMt, 1885 1719 98 78 6 9 1,989 1,806
_Tallapoosa - 501 547 841 755 458 381 . 1,800 - 1,683
__Tifon a0y 258 182 134 19 12 608 404
Toombs ‘ T @6 0 219 . 696 651 o422 359 1,304 1,229
Wayeross -~ 360 490 319 320 - 328 330 1,007 - 1,140
Western . 3325 365 25 39 3 s 383 409
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Civil General Domestic Relations - - Independent Motions Total Civil , Total Cas,elbagl i

Filings' . = Dispositions Filings Dispositions Filings  * Dispositions Filings . Dispositions Filings Dispositions
356 319 404 390 199 136 959 845 364 3,376
492 494 560 500 358 315 1,410 °© - 5 1,309 2,573 2,405
3,350 3,806 5,599 5,205, 649 1,301 - 9,598 10,312 14,056 15,700
907 842 811 746 336 252 2,054 1,840 2,680 2,475
1,039 741 2,603 2,128 342 332 3,984 3,201 5,089 4,501
. 444 475 768 709 219 188 1,431 1,372 3,798 3,810
o 641 . 538 1,431 1,168 471 410 2,543 2,116 5.579 5,104
v 989 833 2,613 1,664 528 372 4,130 2,869 5817 4,612
’ 969 660 739 559 486 303 2,194 1,522 5,484 4,619
659 532 2,093 1,854 784 611 3,536 2,997 4,293 Ja,040
; 1,052 820 3,701 4,041 893 860 5,646 5721 6.902° 7,055
‘ 819 872 959 986 657 588 2435 2,446 3,452 3,564
; 381 341 389 368 178 120 948 829 1,743 - 1,577
897 681 1,409 1,173 570 446 2,876 2,300 3,840 3,275
524 383 1,204 . 1,156 368 228 2,096 1,767 2,669 2,325
409 296 468 400 27 136 1,148 832 1322 ' 1,086
908 450 2971 2,474 561 469 4,440 3,393 6,442 5,310
‘ 784 716 501 452 306 249 1,591 1,417 2,042 1,896
R 577 431 901 . 872 364 228 1,842 1,531 2,699 2,513
. 478 389 1,371 1,311 576 571 L2425 2,271 2,809 - 2,618
k 409 450 659 658 158 169 1226 1,277 1,536 1,563
- 894 854 1,447 1,174 539 412 2,880 2,440 4739 3,947
740 583 1701 - 1404 1,322 570 3,763 2557 52610 3861
. 460 411 475 407 193 107 1,128 925 1,451 1,317
, 494 571 592 684 261 . 285 1,347 - 1,540 1,756 1,948
715 754 902 858 © 384 405 - 2,001 2,017 3146 . 3,580
762 . 618 602 507 263 185 1627 1,310 2,213 1,864 o
781 720 727 634 . 462 317 1970 1,671 3515 3,415
585 569 423 429 252 169 1,260 1166 2,410 . 2,479
S86 . 410 . 646 534 236 . 190 1,468 1,134 1,879 1,644 -
409 385 242 234 233 157 _ 884 - - 776" 2059 1,885 v
491 347 486 " 364 219 - ow 147 1,196 858 1,805 1,544 ,
. __939 747 879 680 765 550 2,583 1,977 4,535 3,928 -
557 . 492 551 | 529 190 141 1,298 1,162 2,181 1,984
9s7 ' 815 2136 2,005 513 319 3,606 . - 3,139 - 4784 4,367
501 . 425 T 488 418 271 250 1,260 1,093 1499 1,373
2,313 1,547 5031 . 4,358 1,037 875 8,381 6,780 10,370 8,586
1.743 1423 1,089 875 . 691 538 3,523 . 2,836 5323 4519 ' o
463 408 s3p  ssi . 222 131 1,217 | 1,090 1825 _ 1494
310 322 S71 433 160 o 123 - 1,041 878 2,345 2107
607 559 1,015 . 885 . - 350 334 . 1,972 1178 2,979 2,918
540 D saz 546 . 493 341 352 1427 1387 1,780 1,796
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S ‘ Civil : . 87133
Cases Disposed R I :
Criminal it ‘ 53235 se79 57127

I 48,902

P 15,698 13817 11,138

e ?:ﬁgiy Misdemeanor T"aff‘c‘ 30,454 28870 -
- Civil 45,080 ,47 7o R o
General Doméstic 53594 53,289
Relations Total - o
; Criminal 75,534.. 90,681
| ; Total
o ‘ : Civil*
‘ Average Caseload Per Superior Court Judge
‘ Fiscal Year 1977**
Felony - RN 266 |
i B ~ 150 D Cases Filed
Misdemeanor | ' " , ‘
, B S 147 - Criminal - Cases Disposed
R | Rt
General Civil
= D ) ‘ 555
Pomaestic Civil
Relations e
" . , 189
Independent —
Mation - 5 |
o R i s . : 541
. Total Criminal
T ] Los7 -
~ Total Civil “ S
f;Fn‘xf putposes of comparison, this does notinclude the category, “Independent Motion,” : :
as data on this type of case was First collected for FY 1977 caseloads. 5 e e

~ **Does not include Juvenile cases. Based on 96 superior court judges.

s
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ad——S tateW1de Totals

(Crlmmal dases based on number of defendants)
1976 1977 o~

‘ Cases Filed s e
' ; Civil S 87,133,
Cases Disposed  + ; : . o100
ﬁ Crlmlna] ) 53,235 58,470 - 97127

13,517 3 1,138

Key:
FY FY

14,549 13,372~ 11,075

23,263 27,608

Felony Misdemeanor Traffic 30,451 28570, 1
Civil US080 4o : 3
General : . sigeq 53289
Domestic ] B |-
Relations Total 7553 75840
o Criminal L :
Total -
Average Caseload Per Superlor Court ]udge Civil

(Criminal cases based on number of docket entries)

Fiscal Year 1977**

Felony ' 266

156 , D E'ases Fi ed_ ,

Misdemeanor Criminal S
147 ; - Cases Disposed
Traffic 116
- 115
‘el

=
General Civil 343
555
Domestic Civil
Relations ‘
Independent - 189 : ,‘
Motion : 155 '

" Total Criminal

ey ‘ 1,087
Total Civil : e

*For purposes: of comparison, this does not mclude the category, ”Independent Motxon, =
“as data on this type of case was first collected for FY 1977 caseloads: , :

**Does not 1nc1ude juvenile cases. Based on 96 superlor court )udges SR e el L

o
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State Courts.

The state court system was
¢reated in 1970, combining the
city, county, civil and criminal
courts that had been operating in
the state in previous years (Ga:

- Laws 1970, p. 679), The purpose
of this merger was to unify and
standardize these courts and to
relieve the ever-mounting work-
load of this state’s superior
courts. A ‘

As of the end of fiscal year
1977, there were seventy-five
state court judges operating out
of sixty-three courts. Forty-nine
of these operate on a part-time
basis, These courts exercise juris-
diction within the limits of the
county in which they are located

State Court
Caseload
Statewide Totals*

68,443

. 55,853 §
60,701 o b T 1 63,769
- Misdemeanor © . 69020 o
: : Lo Civil 'General
: FY. ' FY.- S
Key: 1976 1977
Cases Filed ] |
Cases Disposed 136,727

*Data on b'th,e caseload of the State Court of :DéKalbthd’u‘nt;ka\‘ras not éVa,iﬁlabl? L

at the time of this report..

**For purposes of fcomparisoni,rthis does not include the category, “Independ
as data on this type of case was first collected for FY 1977 caseloads, " '

63,353

concurrent with the superior
“courts of such counties and are
empowered to hear and dispose
of all civil cases or proceedings of
whatever nature, whether ,
arising ex contractu or ex delicto
except in ex delicto action where
the original act creating the
court or any amendment limited
or excluded certain jurisdiction
under the common law or by
statute and except those matters
vested exclusively in the superior
courts. The state courts have
criminal jurisdiction over all mis-
demeanor cases but not felony -
cases. The defendant in criminal
proceedings in state court does
not have the right to indictment

Criminal

155,713
147,204
Civil
87,472
- e
67,225

T 151,195

 Traffic

L

ent Motion,”
Ao

by the grand jury of the county.
State court judges in Appling, -

~Carroll, Coweta, Houston, Palk

and Wayne counties also exercise -~ = ..
juvenile court jurisdiction. 0
The consolidation of the Vo
Fulton County Civil and Crimi~
nal Courts into a single.state
court, in January 1977, was

attthorized by the General

Assembly during its 1876 -~
session, The move has provided
more flexibility in the trials of ¢
civil and criminal cases. :

215,647 219,066 ’

\xr

87,472

R e
e
“Total -

o 197,428
: :

~ Criminal




‘o State Court Caseload by Filing Type: FY 1977

" Misdeneanor Traffic Civil General " ° Independent Motion Total Caseload
County “Fillngs © Dispused  Filings  Disposed Filings  'Disposed =~ Filings. - Disposed . Filings . Disposed

- Appling 280 235  L06d 837 19 . 12 4 3 1,367 1,087
Paldwin 858 868 1,443 1,446 0 o 0o o 2,301 2,314

- Bibh L2770 2,683 2,260 2174 415 359 57 34 5502 = 5220
Bryan 131 131 3,082 3,082 72 38 14 7 3,209 37258

- Pulloch 1,050 1,089 3442 3359 71 61 32 14 4,595 4,523
- Purke o 224 0 221 - 2371 2,366 34 16 39 14 2,668 2,617
Candler 25 30 1127 %63 13 9 3 4 1,168 1006
Carrpll 695 bBS 2,230 2265 B64 431 298 88 3,797 3,469
Chathom 3,335 3,032 3,068 3,091 1,551 1,312 1,597 791 9,551 8,226
Cheroker 1,069 1,067 2274 2,237 354 354 37 34 3,734 3,692

L Clarke . 627 . aey 161 125 191 199 53 70 1,032 781
Clayton 3,040 2,752 9,230 9,523 2,772 2,504 . 1,078 892 16,120 15,671

- Clinghy 380 377 457 457 25, 15 0 0 862 849
Cobb 4,604 4484 14418 14,643 © 6,528 4,204 4,258 3,558 29,808 26,979
‘Coffee A% 283 1,848 1,665 39 57 23 15 2,406 2,020
Colquitt 722 769 1,594 1,758 63 54 21 8 2,400 2,589
Cowety 1,081 1,000 3,283 2,911 360 291 131 106 4,855 4,398
Deealur 719 709 1,334 1,289 15 8 15 7 2,083 2,013
DeKalb* NIA  NIA NIA  NJA - NIA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

~ Pougherty 3,921 3,300 3,668 3,657 3160 2,831 1,340 441 11,489 . 10,229
Batly 239 234 355 354 26 28 10 9 630 626
Echols . 18 18 190 190 0 0 0 ) 208 208
Effinghary 122 - 116 2,245 2,107 60 62 . 16 17 - 2,443 2,302
Elbert 250 0 226 1422 1198 - 20 12 1 1 1,693 1,437
Emanuel ~ 634 429 1,898 1,695 6 2 0o 0o 2538 2,126
Evang oy 48 785 1,017 o2y 24 7 5 . 836 1,094
Forpyth S84 556 1140 1172 263 227 31 .18 2,018 1,973

“““ Fulion 10,800 7,368 11,137 10,245 . 44,158 45,012 35751 35201 101,555 97,826
Cilyrn 2,088 1,051 3.870 2,764 984 714 1,202 973 8144 5,502
Grady 240 219 1,062 1,034 20 . 14 1 0 1,323 1,267

C Gwinnett 1986 1,732 566 a7s - 2,178 1,961 655 554. 5,365 4,622
Habgrsham - 583 526 1,074 966 64 58 34 23 1,725 1,573
Rl 1,700 1,781 5322 5400 436 458 115 118 7,582 7,757
S Howifon o 1568 L1150 §154 4,023 524 426 287 - 237 7,533 6,701
fackson Cad7 24 2,810 2,764 116 < 9% 67 25 3240 3,129
Jeffarpon 408 410 1,556 1,558 21 25 7 6 1,992 1,999
e Jenking 9 88 804 611 - 13 7 1 0 69 706
S Jelmsen a7 15 - 304 300 16 10 10 4 357 329
 Lawrens - S§¥5 . 46§ 4,307 A169 . 242 225 63 32 5187 4,801
Libery  S15 513 3,665 3,687 . 45 25 10 0 4235 4225
Cbemg o 9% Bd 7886 787 . 100 7 0 R 892 849
% Lowndes 2,000 3164 - . 6,385 6481 174 . 127 28 16 8,596 . = 8,788
 Maon 1 229 658 815 58 7l 22 A7 930 1,132

e *Data on the caseload of the State Court of DeKalb County was not available at the time of this report.
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Misdemeanor Traffic Civil General Independer:t Motion ° Total Caseload
County Filings - Disposed  Filings Disposed. - Filings ~ Disposed . Filings - Disposed - ,:(Filihgs " Disposed -
Miller 56 797 474 490 .8 5 ) R R
Mitchell 419 427 1,014 1,049 6 7 1 0 1,440 1,483
Muscogee 1,728 1,189 1,730 1,232 251 213 8 5 oL 3717 k 2,639
Pierce 370 361 728 709 25 17 "3 101,126 1,088
Polk 275 268 571 550 167 161 41 51 1,054 1030
Putnam 158, 158 611 611 o 0 0 0 769 769
Richmond 2,630 2,630 6,213 6,213 123 87 z s 8,968 8,035
Screven " 204 168 2,436 2,449 18 . 14 1 2 2659 2,633
Spalding 1,138 1,008 3,591 3,375 19 19 26 20 4774 4,422
Stephens 313 189 1,039 629 90 73 31 19 1473 910 -
Sumter 621 459 1,293 1,281 129 114 95 57 2,138 1911
Tattnall 184 " 209 1,647 - 1,663 24 48 1,855 197
Thomas 433 433 2,718 2,718 35 24 3,191 3,180
Tift 1,247 1,207 5,304 5,275 204 155 6,755 16,637
Toombs 304 235 1,253 1121 20 17 11 11 T 1,588 1,384
Treutlen 142 107 1,004 876 8 3 3 1 1,157 1,087
Troup 807 709 1,387 1,128 84 74 64 32 2342 1,543
Walker 510 702" 2,172 2,357 53 59 19. 8 2,754 3,126
Ware 503 488 1,667 1,676 163 169 15 30 2,348 2,363
Washington 465 438 421 418 - 11 6 4 1 To01 , 863
Wayne 189 157 839 920 45 35 4 5 1,077 < 1,117
Worth 469 441 1,782 1,765 36 33 63 12+ 2,350 . 2,251

| ]iNéhﬂe C’Our‘ts

Juvenile matters in Georgia
during fiscal year 1977 were
handled by seven full-time juve-
nile court judges, twenty-nine
part-time juvenile court judges

- and six state court judges and
_thirty-seven superior court
judges who also serve as juvenile
“court judges and nineteen
appointed referees. ;
* In counties with 50,000 or

more population, separate juve-

nile courts may be created and
hear all juvenile matters. In
‘counties with:less than 50,000, -

juries recomimend that a juvenile

~‘superior court judges have juris-

diction over juvenile matters
* unless two successive grand -

court be. established, Juvenile
court judges are appointed for
six-year terms by the superior -
court judges in their respective
‘circuits. : e

The juvenile court exercises -

exclusive original jurisdiction

over juvenile matters, according
. to Georgia law, The court may

iniitiate proceedings concerning

~any child alleged to be delin- .
" quent, deprived, mentally ill or -

retarded. The court also has

jurisdiction in custody cases and
to appoint guardians, In the case
of a criminal offense committed

bya child under the age ofl?,, o

i

o

“the fuvenile court has concurrent

jurisdiction with the superior =
court; Appeals in all cases of final
judgment are to the Court of
Appeals or Supreme Court.

For the first time, the Council =

of Juvenile Court Judges was

allotted an operating budget by ‘?\ g

 the Georgia General Assembly. -

~ The appropriation for fiscal year:
1977 provided for an executive - .
director, a juvenile court special-"

o (vSé‘eipag"e 68’“5501' 'tﬁéiAm‘l’ua“li:,,‘“kf k

~ Court Judges.)

ist and a secretary for the
CounciL.k & R e

Report of the:Council of Juvenile
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= - Juvenile »C‘mi'yr"t Caseload byPﬂing Type: FY 1977

: S : ; Special
Delinguent © Unruly Deprived Traffic Proceeding =~ Total -
N o Number - Counts - Number - Counts Number Counts Number Counts Number Counts. Number Counts
: - Clrealk o Children Disposed Children Disposed Children Disposed Children Disposed Children Disposed Children Disposed
- Alpala 43 0 0 0 1 0 0 0. o a4
o Aleovy Cmay o230 17 181 35 55 53 47 65 66 563 . 579
_Athnta a2 2,685 - 939 B85 145 141 301 244 89 91 4,395 4,046
Ablgntie. 147189 27 26 0 1 19 19 5 3 198 208
Augusta 439 430 222 233 . 1 1 1 1 176 194 . 839 859
o DBlueRidge 217 224 138 142 32 52 14y 146 0 c 534 564
Brumswick 609 §17 430 442 145 156 101 93 18 16 1,303 1,318
Chattahoocher 1,100 1459 325 415 134 215 233 252 15 19 1816 2,360
o Clieroker 399 49 269 302 3 70 57 50 70 51 831 922
 Clayton 0% 743 104 145 98 226 36 44 52 62 792 1,220
S Coblr ] 1210 1516 - 582 614 176 503 133 123 80 68 2,175 2,824
S e Eonssaupa 237 299 182 201 o 1 117 121 2 2 538 624
© - Cordele - 80 78 i35 2 2 o 19 25 0 o 136 135
S Coweta 442 607 162 192 21 45 220 198 12 11 898 1,053
o Dougherty 66 692 242 253 ) 13 127 129 0 0o 1,038 1,087
~ Dublin o w 3 0 0 28 19 0 0 53 45
Eastern 1,142 1,202 215 227 138 292 274 289 % 62 59 . L1831 - 2,159
Flint _ 129 138 . AL 3 2 & 41 34 6 4 . 209 222
. Knffin L 199 77 95 9 6 84 80 11 11 339 401
CUGwlanett 260 M7 . 172 137 44 127 45 46 0 0 521 557
~_Houston 148 My 11 18 0 0 20 26 2 2 178 370
s LovkeutMin 240 240 80 97 31 30 36 22 12 “30 399 399
- Magon 76 619 188 207 8 17 146 119 89 52 907 1,014
Midile 27 34 M 39 0 3 79 63 3 0 383 419
S Mowpmin 48 34 24 18 8 13 23 29 0 0 103 94
- Northeastern e 191 83 %6 7 26 42 a3 0 0 w2 326
Northers 93 - 17 112 8 11 5 - 6 12 12 132 168
_Ormulges 126 104 10 8 0 0 64 58 o 0 200 170
Qegnee W6 118 25 29 0 0 53 83 . 6 6 190 206
Ogeeches 183 14 ap 29 5 9 32 27 9 7 229 ¢ 236
Patayla 98 BF 3 o0 8 9 1 1 109 - 100
Piedipont 98 11 a9 3l 2 2 28 21 16 10 183 165
Rome CADY e 318 231 49 64 92 88 74 72 837 901
SouthGeorala 13 . 1 1 W . 0 0 24 24 - 0 © 187 156
Sowhers 384 412 48 84 1A 13 121 124 1. 1 467 - 601
 Bouthwsstern  $3 98 4 a8 o0 0 49 . 57 10 147 193
Stang Mounbsin®  NIA NIA. 0 NIA. . NIA° NIA - NIA NJA  NA  NIA  NA NIA  NA
o Talapeosy . 148 189 69 66 4 13 16 a7 - 14 14 251 279
B Tifon S ME 130 q) a0 0 14 9 1 1 200 170
e T Toombe o o 86 0 B 1 3 .0 .0 16 16 0 o . 8 . 98
o Wayrees® 3 NMAC 122 NIA 13 NIA 0 87 0 NIA 132 NIA 668  NIA
o Westers a2 3% 32 43 143 1T 11 33 33 497 497

o Bome crcuit totali ot available
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Juvenile Court Caseload—Statewide Totals - e

FY  FY.
Key: 1976 1977
Cases Filed
MRV
’,30.484‘ 25,642
,175850 14,851 k\
6,237 .
ey L1435 3,880 1,305 2122 2982 as6. 1,069
| e Y T T — | o B N |
Delinquent Unruly Traffic Special Proceeding Total

Probate Courts

One of the oldest courts in
Georgia, the probate court was
known as the court.of ordinary
until 1974. There is one probate
court for each county in Georgia.
The State Constitution specifical-

Deprived

ly gives jurisdiction to. the pro-
_bate judge to try some traffic
cases and game and fish viola-

tions; probate wills; grant letters

of administration in intestate
‘estates; supervise administrators

FY = Traffic

Key: 1976 1977 118,155
CasesFiled g

~ 133,645
Cases Disposed

Misdemeanor -
©3,327 3,400

3,350 3.431

and executors; grant letters"of
guardianship relating to insane

persons and lunacy proceedings,

and hear habeas corpus cases : ,
except capital felonies when the S
prisoner is being held for extradition.. ‘

Total
. Criminal
116,072 119,858

115:717 117 979

5

*Thls data on traffxc and mxsdemeanor cases represents the cnmmal caseload of the probate courts, whxch is only -

a Small portion of the total }udlma] workmad of the probate courts. B

: 55 -




: | Prcﬁbate Court Criminal Caseload B}‘)Piling Type: FY 1977

: v : : - Misdemeanor - Traffic Total Cases
County - ‘ ~Fllings Disposed Filings ' Disposed Filings Disposed

Atldnson 0. 0 0 0 0 0
Pacon : 2 R , 342 332 344 334
- Baker e o 193 199 193 199
CoBapks 19 19 821 . 821 840 840
Barrow - 0 ) o 683 683 683 683
Vartow 0o o .o 0 . o 0
CBenHlll 23 , 23 563 562 586 585
 Peerien ‘ 0 0 71 717 711 ¢ 717
Bleckley 0 ' 0 © 1310 1,310 , 1,310 1,310
Prantley 3 B ' 257 315 260 320
Brooks o 28 N 28 1,047 1,047 1,075 1,075
Butts - % . 76 1,906 1,896 1,982 - 1,972
Calhoun ) 22 508 525 529 547
 Camden e 7 1,175 1,070 1,183 1,077
 Catoosa 78 5 2,658 2,658 2,663 2,663 =7

- Charlton. N ' 1 686 679 687 ' 680 (| j ;
- Chattahoothee 24 24 513 513 537 537 \\J )
Chattooga , 28 , 22 ‘ 2,477 ' 2,409 2,505 2,432 ;
Clay Lo 82 35 351 447 433
v oo Columbla 0 - 0 2,493 2,493 2,493 2,493
Lok 0 : K 1,300 1,379 1,300 1,379
Crawford o 35 35 N 1,068 960 1,103 995
Crisg e ~ 54 . 2,635 2,433 2,686 2,487
Dade ; 44 53 1,205 1,345 1,249 1,398
Dawson 28 28 ' 306 290 334 318
Dodge 146 146 551 547 697 693
Dooly ' o4 a1 2226 2,216 2,267 2,256
Douplas 1 0 ‘ 2,984 2,69 2,985 T 2,69
"~ Fannin 2 . 26 164 154 , 190 - 190
Faypite 12 12 l 1,393 , 1,380 1,405 1,392
" Floyd : ‘ 50 43 4,448 4 4,386 4,498 4,429
-~ Franklin ‘ 7 97 - 3,839 3,839 3,916 3,916
Cilmer , ‘ 6 T 225 225 241 e 241
Claseock : e L 9 a1 4 40 43
Gordon , 77 Cme 4101 4,009 4178 4,178
Gregn ; 45 45 1,472 Co1427 1,517 1,472
Haeock 19 19 - 75 75 94 B 94 . b
Haralson 43 89 T1088 1130 18t e 1,189
Harrly ; 12 . 12 % 133§ - 1,325 . 1337 1,337
Hart o 33% 144 . 1,262 1,368 1,397 1,512
Fenry o B e 573 o s49 597 C 572
CHesed g 24 - 88w 5y80 .. 585 5804
Cewin At @ . cgod .. 731 g9 952
Josper . . B4 mg 759 759 813 ) 813t
S fefDavis, 118 ey s 468 617 s65
o jores oy g 1,514 1,514 1,521, 151
o tomar g ; a . 1000 e85 1,070 T oss

P
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Misdemeanor _ Traffic ‘Total Cases

County Filings Dispezed Filings Disposed Filings Disposed
Lanier o [ 387 387 387 387
Lee 49 49 7 1,421 1,421 1,470 1,470
Lincoln 102 102 479 479 581 S8l
Lumpkin 42 45 254 266 296 311
Madison 68 68 936 936 1,004 1,004
Marion 10 10 615 615 625 625
McDuffie 68 72 1,853 1,863 1,921 1,935
Mclntosh 0 = 0 1,819 1,927 1,819 1,927
Meriwether 29 29 2,393 2,393 2,422 2,422
Monroe 79 74 . 2,970 2,903 3,049 2,977
Montgomery 22 22 370 369 392 5301
Morgan 70 70 2,578 2,541 2,648 - 2,611
Murray 87 8s 1,213 1,237 1,300 1,322
Newton 85 84 2,371 2,371 2,456 2,455
Oconee 0 0 640 583 640 583
Oglethorpe 26 26 599 599 625 625
Paulding 7 6 1,675 1,660 1,682 1,666
Peach 29 29 1,535 1,535 1,564 1,564

. Pickens - 0 0 0 0 0
Pike 1,015 1,010 1,015 1,010
Pulaski , 666 666 666 666.
Quitman 19 - 19 357 356 376 375
Rabun 73 68 586 448 659 516
Randolph 37 37 1,058 1,058 1,095 1,095
Rockdale 141 . 141 3,300 3,290 3,441 - 3,431
Schley 2 ’ 2 118 118 120 S 120
Seminole o 0 . 448 448 448 448 .
Stéwart 49 a3 - 653 596 702 639
Talbot 62 ) 60 1,508 1,433 1,570 " 1,493
Taliaferro 38 96 T 1,217 1,217 1,255 1,313
Taylor 13 13 1,331 1,183 1,344 1,196
Telfair 42 42 931 931 973 973
Terrell 100 99 509 502 5609 601
Towns 8 7 8 . .i228 212 236 220

~ Turner 148 © 152 1,898 1,989 L 2,046 2,141
Twiggs 84 84 1,518 1,498 1,602 1,582
Union 33 33 w3927 392 425 425

. Upson 20 20 2,607 0 2,614 2,627 2,634
Walton 46 46 1,447 ' 1,447 1,493 1,493

~ Warren 0 , 0 1,293 1,293 1,293 1,293
Webster ; T 188 188 193 o193
Wheeler 16 v 16 . . 642 626 658 642
White 1 T 460 460 4651, Cooa61
Whitfield 176 U157 4,078, 3,706 - 4,254 - 3,863
Wilcox 10 . w1 800 659 810 666
Wilkes 39 . 5 39 1,151 1,181 1,190 1,19

Wilkinson -

26 26 oo 2887

-

313
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~ Other Courts

b

~ Although this Aunual Report
covers primarily the principal
courts of record of Georgia,
there are more than two thou-

- sond courts operating in the

state. These include special civil

- and criminal courts which have

artial state court jurisdiction
ut are in localities in which the
business of a city court has

~grown Lo the extent that the

 *These years were selected for com
. gtatéwide caseload data, '

¢ourt has been converted to a
civil or eriminal court or divided
into each, Courts with partial

state gourt jurfsdiction include

the Civil Court of Richmond

County, the Civil Court of Bibb
County and the Baldwin, Echols
and Putnam County Courts,
Many other courts throughout
the state serve special needs.
More than 1,500 justice of the
peace courts account for the
majority of these other courts.
There are also approximately 450
police, mayors, municipal, crimi-
nal and city council courts, four
magistrate courts and more than

. fifty small claims courts in

Georgia,
During the year, the judges,

“clerks and bailiffs of the state’s

small claims courts officially
formed a statewide organization
—the Georgia Small Claims
Courts Association. A constitu-~
tion was adopted and officers
were elected. Judge C. L. Gunby
of Baldwin County is president -
of the new organization. Other

-officers are Judge Ellen Hobby of

Troup County, first vice presi-
dent; Judge John O. Clements of
Spalding County, secord vice
president; Judge George W. Eisel,
111, of Hancock County, secre-
tary-treasurer; and Judge John E.
Bond of Henry County, chaplain.

Statewide Caseload Comparisons™

CY 71

CY 73
FY 78

FY 77

121,096
134,841
143,612

- Cases Disposed

Superior Court Ca’seload_

s

- 101,789
117,976
129,128

129,129

parison because these are the only years for which the AOC has complete

N o T e OB S

i

]



State Court Caseload

cY 71 231,789

CY 73 236,874 ) 210,‘074

FY 76 303,119

FY 77 286,891

 Juvenile Court Caseload
cY 71 : L W 14869
cYss 2152 15,558
FY 76 ’ 30,484 N ;9{691

FY 77 27,749**

*Data from Stone Mountam Jud1c1al CerUIt was not avaxlable
**Data from StOne Mountam and Wayeross Judlmal Circuits was not avaxlable

T
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211,473
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CY 1971
CY 1973
PY 1076

~W,1977

60

71,076
77,867
115,897

- 117,979
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Iunnzng for the fulure of fhe courts and for fhe ulloc‘atwn

of federzzl funds for court improvements and projects is the
- primary responszb;lzty of the newly created Judicial Pmnnmg
" Committee. The Committee develops a yeurly plan whzch s

_admmzsfered on the local and district level. -

e




_The Judicial CouncillAdministrative Office of the
Conrts has broadly defined responsibilities to assist

- judicial personnel and to study the operations of -

the courts system and make recommendations for

_improvements. There are severa] other judicial

agencivs of the State which are charged with very

‘ * speeifie and more limited responsibilities, The

- and state courts,

"Imiifiai CouncllAOC functions as-fiscal and

‘budgel officer for several of these agencies,

The Board of Court Reporting, under the Judicial

Counail, has responaibility for regulating the
practice of court reporting and related duties.
‘The Judicial Nominating Commission, as its
game indicates, is responsible for evaluating
nominees for vavancies on the appellate, superior

]
@

8]

- Other Judicial Agencies

- “Board of Court Reporting .

&

The Judicial Qualifications Commission is j
empowered to investigate complaints about judges’
conduct and can make recommendations to the
Supreme Court for disciplinary action, This
commission also issues opinions, upon request,
about the propriety of particular actions or
sitiations. : y

~The Sentence Review Panel of the Superior
Courts is empowered to reduce or affirm sentences
totaling five years or more which have been
imposed by superior court judges.

Following are reviews of the activities of these
judicial agencies during fiscal year 1977. The
annual report of the fiscal year 1977 activities of
the Council of Juvenile Court Judges, another
judicial agency, begins on page 68. '

P
In Hacal year 19?7@%@/mm

- p&Court Reporting continued its

work of certifying conrt
reportits and standardizing pro-
cedures, Two certification tests

- were conducted, with Hfty-two

~tpurt reporkers receiving certi-
- figation, bringing the total

sumber of certified court
reporters 1o 348, The number of
vificial vourt reporters, or those
assined fo a specific court,
reached 130, For the first time
ainge the ¢ereation of the Board,
twentysnine court reporters had

- their permits revoked for falure

fo renew them, :

The Board of Court Reporting,

created in 1974 under the Judicial
Council by the Georgla Court
Reporting Act {sen Appendix
Five}, has a number of functions,

“all subject to review by the Judi- -

sial Coungil. These functions
Joshude regulating the practice of

- enurk yeporting, certifying court
" yeporters by special examination,

- getting heensk fees and making

o general rules and vegulations.

b

The Board was also vested with
the power, by an amendment to
the act ¢reating the Judicial
Council, of establishing fees and
setting guidelines for transcripts
(see Appendix Six).

© Among the Board’s 1977
activities was the formation of
the Georgia Certified Court
Reporteérs Association to pro-
mote higher standards for the

profession of court reporting.
Most of the association’s work
last year revolved around revis-
ing reporting tests and the pro-
cedures for administering them. "
- Inits rule-making capacity, the
Board placed a forty-five-day
deadline on returning applica-
tions for certification and placed
a $15 charge on each issue of a
certification permit, ’
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Judicial Nominating Commission .

During fiscal year 1977 the
Judicial Nominating Commission
evaluated nominees for seven-
teen judicial offices. The Com-
mission, which was created in
1975 to assist the Governor in
appointing qualified persons to.
judicial offices, forwarded to the
Governor its evaluation of nomi-
nees for two vacancies each on

the Supreme Court and Court of

Appeals and for twelve vacancies
in the superior courts and one in

- the state courts.

The Commission, which con-
sists of five gubernatorial
appointees and five members of
the Younger Lawyers Section of
the State Bar, assists the
Governor by soliciting nomina-

tions For vacancies in the courts -

and then evaluatmg these
nominees. !

As part of this proceSs of eval-
uation, the prospective j‘udge’”‘ ‘
completes a questionnaire relat-
ing_to his qualifications and fur-

nishes the Commission witha

legal article or brief which he

authored. The Commission sub-

‘sequently conducts its own
mvestxgatmn of each nominee; -
axded by mformatlon from

(‘w

g

lawyers who are Famlhar with
the nominee or relevant informa-
tion from members of the bar in
the jurisdiction where the
vacancy exists. Fmally, the Com-
tnission considers all the perti-
nent information and submits a_
list of not mére than five names

63

for each vacancy to the
Governor.

Since its creation the Commxs-
sion has acted on two Supreme

- Court and three Court of

Appeals vacancies and vacancies
in nineteen superior courts and
four state courts.
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During fiseal year 1977, the
Judiclal Qualifications Commise
sion considered sgvexﬁrsix ~
matters concerned with con-
plaints against judges and dis-
posed of seventy, Upon the

 Commission’s recommendation,

ane judpe agreed to retirg, and
“ning Files were closed by calling
o the attention of the judge

involved the partieular canons of
the Code of Judicial Conduct.

Lne formél hearing was held,
“hut & decision had not been

reachied by the Bupreme Court

‘on this matter at the end of the
- Fiscal yoar. As of June 30, 1977,

two formal hearings had been
stheduled and thicty-four
matters were pending.

The Judicial Qualifications

- Commission was organized in

1973 for the purpose of conduct-

_ ing investigations and hearings

toncernmg the removal or retive-
ment of judpes of any court in

Superior Court

- During the past fiscal year, the

four quarierly panels of the

Superlor Coyrts Sentence

Review Panel reviewed a total of

< 1,035 cases, approximately one-

third more than were roviewed

- during the previous year. The
~ sentoages that are subject to

review by the panel are those

totaling five years or more which ©

have been fixed and imposed hy
afudge, except iy death penalty

| cages, as provided by the Judge

- g}iﬁward Ector, vice chi

Judicial Qualifications Commission

the state, Upon receiving a com-
plaint, the Commission notifies
the judge as to the nature of the
complaint, and, based on the

judge’s response, the Commis-

sion decides whether to close the
file or conduct an independent
investigation, Following such an
investigation, the Commission
hag the power to make
recotnmendations to the

Supreme Court for disciplinary
action. : '

Aside from its investigations,
the Commission rendered eight
formal opinions during 1977,
These deal with such matters as
campaign contributions, accept-
ance of personal gifte and appro-
priate extra-judicial activities,
such as serving as a guardian for
an elderly family member.

bany Attorney - -

rust Company Bank .

s Sentence Review Panel

“Sentencing Act (Ga. Laws 1974, p.

352). The panel is composed of
three superior court judges plus
one supernumerary member,
appointed by the president of the
Council of Superior Court Judges
ta serve for three-month terms.

~ Review of sentence is not
automatic and an application for
review must be filed with the
clerk of the sentencing superior
court within thirty days of the
date the sentence is imposed or

&4

= PrﬂnkC 3011 es
Macon Altormey

Tl

within thirty days of the date the
remittur from the appellate court
is made on the judgment of the
sentencing court, whichever
occurs last. The panel must con-
sider all available information on
each case referred to it to deter-

" mine if the imposed sentence is

excessively harsh, and, if a
majority agree that it is too

‘harsh, the Sentence Review

Panel will reduce the length of
the sentence; the panel cannot
increase any sentence,

Of the 1,035 cases reviewed by

the panel last year, eighty sen-

- tences were reduced for & cumu- -

lative reduction rate of 7.73 per-

cent for 1977, Since its inception,
the panel has reviewed a total of

1,952 sentences, affirmed 1,817

- and reduced 135 for an overall
- cumulative reduction rate of 6.92

percent from July 1, 1974,

“through June 30, 1977,



Superior Courts Sentence Review Panel
Fiscal Year 1977 B
Caseload Summary

336

I(ey':

Cases .
Reduced :

237 &
191 191

1
:;‘5 l Cases ‘
E Afhrmed
I

SRR

as of June 30, 1977
6,92 per cent

Panel 9 - Panel 10 Panel 11 Panel 12

Three-Year Comparison of Caseload of Sentence Review Panel ,

FY 1975 .
' 159 -

FY 1976

T

FY 1977

es il

. Cumulative ReductioniRéte ;

, 955 z":r__;




Supemcr Cour%g Sentence Review Panel of Georgla

 Panel IX
- (July 1 through
September 30, 1976)

* Judge Walter C. MeMillan, Jr. |

Chadrman
Middle Judicial Circuit
' Sanderswlle

Judge Oscar D, Smith It
Chattahoochee Judicial Cireuit
Columbus

‘Iudge Sam L. Whitmire
Hint Judigial Cireuit
Barne&v:!le

“Jyubdi,c James L. Bullard
.‘Mpvmumrmry

Cobb Judicial Circuit
Marietta

 Panel X
(Qctober 1 through
" December 31, 1976)

]udgc: (Z;‘eorge Ag Ilorkan, e |

s Chatrman
Southern Judicial Q;rmnt
Moultrie .

 Judge Thomas W. Ridgway
Alcovy judicial Cireuit
Mammz . .

" Judge Hugh D, Sasebee
Flint Judicial Cleeuit
%‘c;r&yth

 Judge Gnatgut. Jackson
© Buperinmerary '
QOcmulgee Iutﬁcia Csrcuit f
‘fimy e

ek

Fiscal Year 1977

Panel XI
(January 1 through
March 31, 1977)

* Judge 'Ha{i'/t;\id R. Banke, chairman
~ Clayton Judicial Circuit

Milledgeville

Judge Joseph B. Duke
Ocmulgee Judicial Circuit
Milledgeville

- Judge Jolin R. Harvey

Atlantic Judicial Circuit
Pembroke -

Judge Joseph C. Jackson
Supernumerary

Coweta Judicial Circuit
LaGrange

O
Panel XII

(April 1 through
June 30, 1977)

Judge Howell Cobb Ravan
Chairman

~# Cobb Judicial Circuit
~Marietta '

Judge W. G. Elliott
Southern Judicial C:rcmt
V‘\ldosta

Judge Willis B. Hunt, Jr.
Houston Judxcxal Circuit

-Perry

v ‘Judge leham F. Blanks

Supernumerary -

‘Southwestern Judxcxal Cireuit .
- -Americus
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E Tudtczal College of Georgm

; .;[wnal opportunities for the state’s judicial personnel is the ftrsf

Developmg a comprehenszve program of contmumg educa~ :

order of business for the Board of Trusfees named for fhe s
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 Annual Report

Executive Committes, 1977

Council of ]uvénﬂé Court Judges

Judge Rex R, Ruf, Juvenile Court of Cobb County,

President

Judge Romae T, Powell, juvenile Court of Fulton

- County, Presidenteelect

Fudge Ho M. Crane, Jr., Juvenile Court of Bartow

County, Viee Presilent

Judge Grady Dickey, Juvenile Court of Chatham

County, Treasurer

Judge George W, Brown, Jr., Juvenile Court of Hall

County, Secretary

Tudge Dennls Jones, Juvenile Court of DeKalb

County, lnmediate Past President

- The States juvenile justice system is made up of
*mpny components. The courts which exercise juris-

digtion in juvenile' matters have a special responsi-
hiility for effectively using the other resources and
servicss of the Juvenile justice system, :
In arceffort to improve the administration of
justice in the juvenile courts, the Council of Juve-
nile Court Judges, which 1s composed of judges

 exercining jurisdiction in juvenile matters in

Ciearpia, placed particular emphasis on education,
records keeping and caseload reporting systems
during Fiscal year 1977, ‘ :

- The Council also developed a benchbook and

revised {ts Maneal for Jupenile Conrt Judges. Informa-

ton o the resources and operations of the

juvgnile courts was collected For later publication.

The Council of Juvenile Court Judges continued
‘to serve in various advisory capacities on juvenile

justive matters and worked closely with the Judicial

CounclfAQC, the Division of Youth Services of

e the Etz;vlpartm‘ent of Human Resources (DHR), the

ndicial Planning Committee and the Judicial
College of Georgia, - :
The Coundl, created in 1971 by the General
Asyembly {Ga. Cole Ann, 24A-501 ) (W), is

g smpowered with authority to establish general

-policies for the conduct of courts exerdsing juris-
digtion over juveniles and may promulgate uniform
rules and forms governing procedures and

o peactices of the courts, |

s

Publications

Judge Rex R. Ruff

Education

In the area of education, the Council and its staff
were directly involved in developing and conduct-
ing training workshops. A seminar for juvenile
court probation officers of the independent
systems was presented. This seminar, the second
of its type, served thirty-two persons, both line
staff and supervisors. A workshop for juvenile

‘ ci;\urt judges was held and another one was
d

veloped during fiscal year 1977. o

The Council is represented by its president on
the Board of Trustees of the newly created Judicial
College of Georgia. The college will be responsible
for developing a comprehensive program of - =
continuing judicial education.

Also, the Council made application jointly with

- the Division of Youth Services for federal funds +*
. for a workshop for direct service personnel. The

grant will provide for training of almost four
hundred persons.’ I '

The Council’s Manual for Juvenile Court Judges went

~into its second printing during the year. Revisions

were sent to judges who had received the earlier
edition, for insertion in the loose-leaf Manual, The
Muaunal containg model legal forms and addresses
almost all aspects of juvenile court procedures.
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" tear-out second sheet in the )uvemle
_book. This would allow computer analysis of case
~  information. Progress on the system, g '
- for gathering data on the work of the ;uvemle
. courts, was temporarily halted durmg the year

- Development of a Benchbook for Jupenile Court ]udges
was well under way during the last fiscal year,
with printing scheduled for early fall. The bench-
book, modeled on local benchbooks prepared for
‘the juvenile courts of Fulton and Cobb counties, is
designed as a resource book for juvenile court
judges and referees on the bench. The benchbook
contains an indexed compilation of statutes and
case law and permits reference to these as the need
arises during hearmgs

Records,- Caseload Reporting

The activities of the Council of Juvenile Court
Judges in the areas of records keeping and case-
load reporting were coordinated whenever possible.
The Council’s juvenile courts consultant worked
with the AOC’s records management consultant
on the model dockets project. Mode| dockets were
ordered by juvenile courts of fifty-nine counties.

a

V Development was begun ona system for juvenile
court caseload reporting ‘which wouldjemploy a ~ +
ourt docket

rie of two

because the appmprlatxons for the year fe]l short

PG

of expectations and the funds necessary for its

completion were not received, STt

Data on the juvenile courts’ caseloads for fiscal
year 1977 was collected by the AOC and by district
court administrators who used original papers and
dockets in each juvenile court in the state and ERRE
employed standard definitions of terminology from
county to county. Previous reporting methods on. ol
the work of the juvenile courts—annual reports of - o
individual courts and a batch reporting system
used by the Division of Youth Services—did nat -
provide adequate information for comparing work-
loads, forecasting reeds and analyzmg the effec- L
tiveness of new programs,

New Statutes

Several measures passed by the 1977 General
Assembly brought changes in the area of 1uvemle
justice (see Appendix Eight for review of legisla-
tion), The most far-reaching changes were
provided in the “Status Offender Act” which
provides for a comprehensive revision to the Juve- _
nile Court Code. Other measures provided for a A
revision of the adoption laws, redefined “child” as .
it relates to debrived children, provided for revxsxon _
of the juvenile court code relating to -~ S
hospitalization for mentally ill and mentally R
retarded children and other changes.
Efforts to collect information about the Juvemle

+ courts and the juvenile court judges themselves.

were begun by the Council of Juvenile Court *
Judges during the last fiscal year. Two studies

- developed during the year collected information on-

the resources and operations of the juvenile courts

‘and on the quahflcahons of the }udges who serve

them. . v TR ~

]ud1c1al Personnel

During the past fiscal year, there were seven
full-time and thirty-one part-time juvenile court .

: )udges, six state court judges and thirty-eight -

superior court judges also heard juvenile cases, .
Results of the study of the qualifications of j 1uve~ S

nile court judges  reveal a favorable comparison -
with the results of a national survey of juvenile

court judges made ‘in 1973. From the study a .
composite can be-drawn: the Georgia. juvenile court
judge is 2 male law school graduate, over fifty

: years of age, with a substantial legal Background, | st

The otherstudy of the juvenile courts revea]s -
wlde differences in resources of the juvenile courts
throughout the state, The annual salary reported

- by full-time juvenile courf judges ranges from =

e $16 500 to $36 200, for an aVerage of $29,515

dig T




Part-time juvenile court judges reported a salary
,gmgc from $1,200 to $21,000, an average of
- Reported annual operating expenditures and the
number of support personnel also vary widely.
Heven courts reported no support personnel, while
the bwo juvenile courts (in the metro Atlanta apea)
Jave more than one hundred support personglel
provided by the county, The average numbgf of
court support personnel for countics with full-time
juvenile court judges is seventy«five, The average
number of suppott personnel for partetime juvenile
wourt judges is three,
Axnnual budgets for juvenile courts with part-
time judges range from zero to $252,000. The

juvenile courts with full-time judges have a range
of yearly expenditures from $62,560 to more than
$2 million in two courts in the heavily populated -
Atlanta area, _ -
Full-time judges, according to the study, spend

* from fourteen to forty hours on the bench each

week, These judges spend an average of another
twenty-one hours each week on administrative
matters. Part-time juvenile court judges average
abaut seven hours hearing cases and about another
seven hours on administrative matters each week.

These studies represent first-time compilations
of this information. This data is expected to aid in
planning for improvements in the juvenile justice
system. '

Juvenile COUrts e

- County Date Established County Date Established County Date Established

© Chatham 1915 Clarke 1953 Butts 1974
Fulton 1915 Camden 1953 - Catoosa 1974
Muscogee 1916 Clayton 1955 Lamar 1974
Bibb 1917 Lowndes 4955 Fayette 1976

- Foyd 1917 Gordon 19};\5\ Pike 1976
Richmond. 1017 Sumter 1957" Spalding - 1976 ¢
Troup 1919 Carroll 1960 - Upson 1976
Glynn L1923 Ware 1960 Meriwether 1976
Dougherty 1928 Appling 1963 Terrell 1976
T2eKalb 1927 Wayne 1964 Banks 1977
Colquitt 1937 Newton 1967 Barrow 1977
Halk> 1938 Houston 1968 Crisp 1977
Gawlnnett 1939 Walker 1971 Jackson 1977 :
WhitField 1940 Bartow 1971 Coweta Unknown
Thomas 1947 *Henry 1971 Polk Unknown
Laurens 1981 - Walton 1973
Cobb 19581 ¢ Dade 1974

*Not certain o
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”Onl y by the adaptwn of sound admmzstratwe prachc’es

“will the conrts be able to mieet the increased and increasing - .
burdens placed on them, The time has passed when the court -
“system will carry its load “if each judge does his jobs” There
~ mustealso be. orgamzatwn tmd system. so as fo leave lhe ]Ltdgef Cul
fo hzs ]ab of]udgmg il

|

V ] e ,k ‘ Chfef ]usfzce Warren E Burger
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‘Appendlx One

* Act No, 178 Ga, Laws 1973, p. 288

An Agt to create a Judicial Council of the State of Georgia; to
provide for the membership of e council, thelr qualifications,
appalntiient, election, compensation, expenses, terms of office,
succession, duties, powers, authority and responsibilities; to
provide for a method of filling vacancies; to provide for
maeetings of the councll; to provide For officers of the council
and thelr termay to provide for rules for the transaction of
business; to create the Administrative Office of the Courts; to
provide that such office shall serve.g the siaff for the Judicial
Gounctl; to provide for the appointment of a Director of the
Administrative Office of the Courts and his compensation,
duties, powers, authority and ferm of office; to provide for
suaistanis, lerical and secretarial ermployees and thelr duties
and compensation; to provide for the duties and authority of
the Administrative Office of the Courts; to provide for annual
repurts; to provide that the provisions of this Act shall riot be
construed as Nmiting or affecting the authority of any court to
sppolnt adminigteative or clerical personnel; to provide for other

matters refative to the foregoings to pravide an effective date;
io repeal an Act ereating a Judiclal Council of the State of
Georgla. approved February 28, 1945 (Ga. L. 1945, p. 155); to
répeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Be It enacted by the General Assembly of Georgia:

Sectlon 1, (1) There Is hereby created the Judicial Councll of

- tha'State of Georgla, The council shall be composed of eleven

members, nine of whom shall be judges of courts of record of
the State: The two remalning membets shall be the president-of
thi State Bar of Georgly and the Immediate past president of-

- the State Bar of Georgla The initlal ning judicial members of

the eounci! shiall be appointed by the Governar, with three such

-~ injtial embers being appointed for a term of four years, three
such-infiial embers being appointed for a term of three years, -

and thres such Initial members being appointed for a term of
two years. Immediately prior to :he expiration of A member’s
terny of oifice ax & member, the couneil shall elect a new

- mumber to succeed the member whose term fs expiring, Follow-

g the Yerfs of the initial members appointed by the

" Goveinor, the term of office of each judiclal member of the

 coundt shall be for  period of four years. The initlal members
- af the couned] shall take office on May 1, 1973, and succeeding

members of the council shall take office on the first day of May

"L._Iudmal Councﬂ of Georgla Created

following their election by the council, No judicial member of

- the council shall be eligible to succeed himself for a consecutive
term as a member, The president and immediate past president™

of the State Bar of Georgia shall serve as members of the

“council only during their tenure as president or immediate past

president of the State Bar of Georgia.
(b) In the event a vacancy occurs in the judicial membership
of the council as a result of the death, resignation, retirement,

removal or failure of re-election as a judge of a court of record,

the remaining members of the council shall elect a qualified
person to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term of the
memiber whose seat is vacant. The person elected to fill such
vacancy shall take office immediately upon his election.

Section 2. The council shall meet at such times and places as
it shall determine necegsary or convenient to perform its duties.
The council shall annually elect a chairman and such other
officers as it shall deem necessary and shall adopt such rules for
the transaction of its business as it shall desire; The members of
the council shall receive no compensation for their services, but
shall be reimbursed for their dctual expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties as members of the council.

Section 3. There is hereby created the Administrative Office
of the Courts, Wthh shall serve as the staff for the Judicial
Council.

Section 4. The Judxcxal Coungcil shall appomt a Director of the |

Administrative Office of the Courts, who shall serve at the
pleasure of the Judicial Council. The director shall be the
executive head of the Administrative Office of the Cotuirts and
shall perform such duties as provided in this Act or as may be
delegated to him by the Judicial Council. The director shall
devote his. full time to his official ditties, The director shall
receive such compensation and expenses as may be authorized
by the Judicial Council. With. the approval of the Judicial
Council, the director shall appoint such asbistants, clerical and
secretarial employees as are necessary to enable hxm to perform
his duties and fix their compensation,

Section 5. Under the supervision and direction of the Judicial
Counml the Administrative Office of the Courts 5hall perform
the Foliowmg duties:

(2) Consult with and assist judges, administrators, clerks of
court and other officers and employees of the court pertaining

B
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to rhatters relating to court administration and provide such

services as are requested,

(b) Examine the administrative and business methods and
systems employed in the offices related to and serving the
“¢ourts and make recommendations for necessary improvement.

(c) Compile statistical and financial data and other informa-
tion on the judicial work of the courts arid on the work of other

offices related to and serving the courts, which shall be

provided by the courts.

{(d) Examine the state of the dockets and practices and proce-

dures of the courts and make recommendations for the

expedition of litigation.

(e} Act as fiscal officer and prepare and submit budget

estimates of State appropriations necessary for the mamte-

nance and operation of the judicial system.

(f) Formulate and submit recommendations for the improve-

ment of the judicial system.

(g) Perform such additional dutxes as may be assxgned by the

Judicial Councils

(h) Prepare and publish an annual report on the work of the’
courts and on the activities of the Admlmstranve Office of the
Courts.

Section 6. The provisions of this Act shall not be construed as -

limiting or affecting the atithority of any ¢ourt.

Section 7. This Act shall become effective upon its appmval;
by the Governor or upon its becommg law without his-.
approval.

Section 8. An Act creatmg a Judicial Counctl Eor the State of
Georgia, approved February 28, 1945 (Ga. L, 1945, p. 155), is
hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 9. All laws and parts-of laws in conflict w:th this Act. .
are hereby repealed. Fo

Approved April 3, 1973.

Appendix TWO. s

Funding Summary"fof ]ﬁd—icial Council of b
Georg1a/Adm1mstrat1ve Office of the Courts

Fiscal Year 197’7

Proiect

General

Board of Court Reportmg
.Sentence Review Panel
Judicial Qualifications' Commission
Court Administration

District Court Administration
E'ducafion

Information System .
Planning

Records

' Traffic »

_Total |

Source
State Funds $178,668

.'State Funds 7,500 .
State Funds 36,046
State Funds- 10,000
LEAA Grant 235,000

" 76A-08-001 o

" LEAA Grant 201,772
76 A-08-002 e
LEAA Grant 56,900
76A-20-012 S
LEAA Grant 200,000 -
76-DF-04-0041 - S
LEAA Grant 64,059
76-DF-04-0024 : o
LEAA Grant 56,900 i
76A-18-007 REC N R ey
Office of Highway- Safety ' o 66,000
Grant 307-77-001-001. s

y
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- Appendix Three v,

Members of the . :
]udlclal Council of Georgia

May 1, 1973 to June 30, 1977

- Nanie V . o Term Offi;e Held

Judge'F, Jack Adams
Pregident
State Bar of Georgla
(616173 to 617174)

Judge Frangls W, Allen
State Court of Bulioch County

Judge Hal Bell
Supselor Court
Miacon Judicial Gireult

Judge Marcus B, Cnlhoun
Superior Courl ‘
Southern Judigial Circuit -

Judyge Frank §, CImétham, It
Superlor Court
Eastern Judiclal Clreutt

Judge H. Sol Clark
Georgin Court of Appeals

Harnld G, Clarke
Pragident L
State Bar of Georgla
{614176 to 61317%) -

A Gy Cloveland, Jr.
Pragident

State Bar of Georgla
(B1af71 to 6l2173)

Judge Kenneth B, Followill
State Court of Muscogee County

Judge} Bowlecray
" Superior Court
- Tifton Judicial C:in,u!t

: Itxs:'tfi‘.’aa Willlam B. Gunter
Sapreme Court of Georgla

Tustice Robert H. Hall
Suprenve-Court of Georgla

61873 to 6/7/75

711176 to 6130/80
511173 to 6/30/76
617173 to 6/30/75
711175 to 6/30(79
7126174 to 6130175
71176 to 6/30/78

5/1(73 to 6/8/73

511]73 to 6[30/76

5/1/73 to 6}3/75

94

51173 to 7026174

511173 to 6/30/77

-]

Chairman
711174 to 6/30[75

Secretary-Treasurer
711173 to 6/30/74
Vice Chairman
711174 to 6/30]75
Chairman

711175 to 6130176

Vice Chairman

711173 t0 63074

Chairman o
617173 to 6/30/74



Name

W. Stell Huie
President

State Bar of Georgia
(616175 to 614]76)

Judge Walter C. McMillan, Jr,
Superior Court :
Middle Judicial Circuit

Judge James B. O’Connor
Superior Court
Oconee Judicial Circuit

Judge Paul W, Painter
Superior Court
Lookout Mountain Judicial Circuit

Judge Marion T. Pope, Jr.
Superior Court
Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit

Frank W. Seiler
President

State Bar of Georgia
(612172 to'6/8173)

Cubbedge Snow, Jr.
President

State Bar of Georgia
(617174 to 616(75)

Judge William K. Stanley, Jr.
Probate Court of Bibb County

Judge FIrwin W. Stolz, Jr.
Georgia Court of Appeals

Judge G. Ernest Tidwell
Superior Court
Atlanta Judicial Cireuit

Judge Julian Webb
Georgia Court of Appeals

Term

711175 ta 6/30/77

5/1/73 to 6/30/76

511]73 to 611173
7{1{76 to 6/30/80

711176 to 6/30/80

711175 to 6130179

5/1173 to 6/30/74

711174 to 6/30/76

slllzs to 6J30/77

711175 to 3]1177

5/1173 to 6/30/77

Ty

311177 to 6/30{79

4

75

Jo

d/ - A \\1

Office Held

TEmpdrarySecfeta:y»~ U
514173 to 6/7(73 : ;

Secretary-Treasurer
. 711176 to 3/1177
¢ Vice Chairman
31177 to 6[30/77

S

Temporaty Chairman
5/4/73 to 617173 ‘

7

i
o

D

Secretary-Treasurer - -
7i1175 to 6/30(76

® Vice Chairman
711176 to 3/1177

.

Secretary-Treasurer
7{1174 to 630175
Vice Chairman
711175 to 6/30/76
‘Chairman v S e
7/1176.to 6/30/77 6

Séqretary-Treasurer
- 3]1]77 to 6]30]77.
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M; o, 1130 Ga. Laws 1976, p. 782
An Ack b greate Jutfisial Administration Digtricts and the
boundaries theread; 1o provide for s short 1itle; to provide for &
Judicial Adounistration District Councils, their compgsition,
* gresiding afficers, meetings and establishing of rules; to provide
for the plection of AdmindstrativerJudges, their term, removal,
- dupes authorty, and compensation; to provide for Administra-
- bive Assistants, thelr qualifivations, duties, compensation, and
“idgusilication; by provide for soverability: to pmyide at effective
dates furepral conflicting Jaws; and. for other pgoses.
e it pnacted by the General Asfembly of Georgin;
Soction 1. Short Tile, Thia Act ahall be known and may be
“erted a5 2 The Tudicial Admindstration Act of 1976
Section 2 Judicial Admialstration Distelets; Creation. Ten
1194 Judivial Administeation Diatricks of more or Tess equal
_ popudation in eath District wre hereby created within the State.
The bausidaries of the ten Juilicls! Administeation Districts, to
the extent posaible, shadl Tollow the present boundaries of the
< OIS Conglessional Districts; excopt that each oxdsting
yadigtadsircuit ahall vemain intoct and shall not be placed in
= are than ene Judicial Administration District. The Governor,
after vonferriagwith the Superior CourtJudges, shall establish
iy fuly 1. 1970, theovigingd boundaries of each Judicial Admin-

"

ten {100 Admimsteative Judges provided for in this A¢t may
pravide for any necosary changes in the boundaries in such
: L ﬂintmtﬁ fok nconaisyent with the provisions of this Section.
o o Seaion & Judiclal Admintsteation District Councils. A
”"*‘“‘*’““TP it T for oach Jodicisl Atinmtnigrraton District is
hereby created, composed of oif judges of the superior courts
within the Dinsiet. The superipe court judge in wh Digtrict
- having geionty In number of Years as & superior court judge
- ghall serve ag presuding oficer of the District Counvil. Bach
Pustri € mmui shall moot at least once & year and as often as
repired 1o disctes adannistrative problewms pecadiar to the
S Tastrice amPothenvise 1o perform its dutivs. Bach District
Ve Eounel ehalbcatablish rules, by majority vote, which shall cover
o the pght to wall additional swetings aod prmcdurm for }xandlmg
e mlmoistrative work of the Coungl,
Saption 4 Disteict Administeative Judge. The judges of each
Phgtrigy Couneil shall elect 3 2uperior court judge or a judge
L emeriins OF hie sUperRr TouET T serve Tor o bvieyoue tornt as
an MAdminisieative Judee® within the distriet The District
" Admitrative Indpe shall serve yitil his successor is elected
aved spualitied: peovnded, huwvever, that the District Admimistra-
* tive tndae may Be removed at any e by o two-thirds vote ot
O Al dppe vompriting xbp Phstrict Conmil. The duties.of Aduun-
aatrabive Tudge whall 1 additional Jution sdiely shall not be
sonstrued m ﬁzmmﬁéh Tos other w@mmminlmm

= wtration THeteict pursyant to the provisions of thig section. The '

]udmal Admmxs’cratmn Act of 1976

Section 5. Administrative Assistant. Each District Adminis-
trative judge is hereby authorized to hire a full-time assistant
adequately trained in the duties of court administration. The '
assistant shall assist in the duties of the District Administrative
Judge, provide general court administrative services to the
Distriét Coupcil, and otherwise perform such duties as may be
assigned to him by the District Administrative Judge. Each
agsistant shall be an employee of the Judicial Branch of State
Government and shall be in the unclassified service of the State
Merit System of Personnel Administration. The assistant shall

* be compensated in an-amount and manner to be determined by
 uniform rules adopted by the ten (10} Administrative Judges,

Each agsistant shall be compensated out of funds made available
for such purposes within the Judicial Branch of Government,

Additional funds shall be made available for needed clerical
and other office operating costs of the assistant.

Section 6, Duties and Authority of District' Administrative

Tudge, The diyties and suthority of each-District Admmxstrati;‘_
Judge shall be as follows:

{a) To request, collect and receive information from the
caurts of rpeord within his District pursuant to uniform rules
pmmulgzeked by the ten (10) Adminisirative Judges;

(b) To'authorize and assign any superior court judge within
the Digtrict to sit on any type of case or handle other adminis-
‘trative or judicial matters within the District, provided, -
however, that the assignment shall be made with the corsent of
the assigned judge and with the consent of the majority of the

D

[l

judges of the cirediy 1o which the aSsigniment s made; thiat the =~

- asgignment shall be made subject to rules promulgated by the

District Council by a majority vote of {he superior court judges
within the District,

Section 7, Severability, In the event any section, subsection,
sentence, clause or phrase of this Act shall be declared or
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall in
no manner affect the other sections, subsections, sentences,

clauses, or phrases of this Act, which shall remain of full force

and effect, as if the section, subsection, sentence, clause or

phrase 36 declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional were -

not originally a part hereof. The General Assembly hereby
declares that it would have passed the remaining parts of this
Act if it had ¥nown THat such part or parts hereof would be -
deslared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional,

Section 8, Effective Date.Thls Act shall becomie effective ]uly
1.1976.

Section 9, Repealer. All lawe and parts of faws in conﬂxct
with this Act are hereby repealed,

Appmvcd March 285, 1976.



Appendlx Five,

The Georgla Court Reportmg Act\

Act No. 851 Ga. Laws 1974, p. 345 ' R
An ‘Act to be known as “The Georgia Court Reporting Act” (3) “Certified Court Reporter” shall mean any person certified-

to provide a short title; to provide for a deelaration of purpose; under provisions of this Act to practice verbatin reporting, .~
to provide that the Judizial Council of Georgia is an agency of {4) "Board” shall mean the Board'of Colurt Reportmg OF the

-, the judicial branch of State government for certain purposes; to

~ Judietal Council as hereinafter provided, -
(f-prowde for authority, powers and duties of the Judicial Council P
" and of the Board of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council Section 5. Board of Court Reportmg of the Judlcml Councxl
< relative to the regulation of court reporting; to require ‘ creation, name, membership, appomlment, qualifications, -
- certification of court reporters; to provide for injunctions; to t::;’t':: ;:clallc;elf;i:‘:vmq::; (;I;l;.ere ‘f Sem?ﬁ:f: é‘:’liﬂ‘g? é::alrd
ide for Ities; jvide that it shall b wiul ich-sha T g ignated as the - Doard. o r
provide for penalties; to provide that it shall be unlawful for - Reporting of the-Judiclal Council” and shall be composed of -
portiny, v

a person to engage int the practice of court reporting without , v 1Pos R
being certified; to provide for rules and regulations; to provide seven members, fout' members to jb? Cerhﬁed C°“Ft Repqr_tersu
for practice and procedure; to provide for other matters relative and two members to be representatives from the State Bar of
to the foregoing; to provide for severability; to repeal - .Georgia, and one member from the ;udxcnary, each of whomv
conflicting laws; and for other purposes. " shall have riot less than five years’ experjence in his or her

, profession, The initial board shall be appointed by the Judicial ~

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Georgia: V ' * Council. The term of office shall be two years, and the Judicial
Section 1. Short Title, This Act shall be known and may be Counc;l shall fill vacanicies on the board. : SO
cited as “The Georgia Court Reporting Act.” . Atty member of this board may be removed by the judigial = 7
Sechon 2. Declaration of Purpose. It is hereby declared by the Council aftera hearing at which the Judicial Councll shall have. .7
General Assembly of Georgia that the practice of court defermmed cause for removal @ ~ :
: reporting carries important responsibilities in connection with . Section 6, Oath of office tiken by board, certmcatc of
’ the administration of justice, both in and out of the courts; that ,, . appointment, Immediately and before entering upon the duties
~ _ the court reporters are officers of the courts,.and that the right " of said office, the members of the State Board of Court Reparts'
: " . to define and regulate the practice of court reporting belongs = ing shall take the oath of office, and shall file the same in the
naturally and logically to the judicial branch of the State s office of the Judicial Coundll, which upon receiving said &{th-of
government. Therefore, in.recognition of these principles, the . office, shall issue to each membet a certificate of appufhtm‘ent{’ L

purpose-of this Act'is to act in aid of the judiciary so as to

s e = SHTE TN AU pro;)ﬂenqﬂn “the practice of votEt reﬁortmg -
by recognizing and conferring jurisdiction upon the Judicial -
Council of the State of Georgia to define and regulate the,
/prac{sx.e of court reporting.®

ek i e fSt.\.snlll'r& \.usauu.nuuu‘u: uuaxu, xun:!:’tlnd regumrmnr lhﬁm
board shall each year elect from its menibers a chairman ‘whose :
~term shall be for one year and who shall serve during the . -
petiod for which elected and until his or her successor shall be
elected, The board shall make all necessary rules and '

Section 3. Judicial Council of Georgia; Agency of Judxcxal o ' regulations to carry out the provisions of this Act, but said S
Branch. The Judicial Council of Georgia, as created by an Act rules and regulahons shall be Qubject to review by the Judu:lal D
pproved April 3, 1973 (Ga. L. 1973, p. 288), is hereby declared Counail.

to be an agency of the judicial branch of State government For
- the purpose of defining and regulating the practice of court
reporting in this State.

Section 8, Certified Cour( Reparter, corpomhon and fxrm
© name; regulations. Any person who has recejved frofm the -
“board a certificate as herein provided. for shal} be known and

Section 4. Deﬁmhons The followmg words and’ phrases ‘ styled as a “Certified Court Reparter,” and shall be authorized -
~ when used in thisAct shall have the following meanings: to practice as such in the State of Georgia and to use such title L
z—f:f—:— {1y Courr Ke'portmg"‘shall mean ‘t 'akmg oFa verbatim . "ot tﬁ‘abbﬁ"ﬁﬁnﬁﬁctf “in 80 domg No Othet' person, fll'm‘ B ;;
- record by means of manual shorthand, machine shorthand or - or corparation; all of the members of which have not "eceivcd ‘
Stenomask or other means of personal verbatim transcription of . such certificate; shallassime the, title “Certified Court, :
Wl any testimony given under dathDefore or for submission fo; any ‘Reporter” or the abbreviation “CiC.R,." or any other words or.
o court, referee; court examiner orboard, commission or other = - abbrevnationé tendmg tO mdxcate that t}l& PE’I‘SOH, Firm op ]
_body created by statute of this State, or any other proceeding . ~ rorporation so usirig the same is. Cerhfﬁed court xeporter ik
~where a verbatim record is required. ‘ ~Section 9, Issuance of certificate, quallhcatmns fory i ‘
(2) “Court Reporter” shall mean any person who is engaged o  certification, The board shall grant a certificate as a Qf:rtiﬁéd i
in the practice of court reportmg, as a profession as defined in .~ " Court Reporter to-any citizen of the United States res};ding of -
this Act. The term “court reporter” shall include not onlylhose . havmg a place for the regular transaction of busxne{sﬂb  jhis
e yrhe-actually report judicial procee,amgs in courts, but those” e Grave {a) o' o altained the age of ighreén years, i of good -~ 7~ -
: who make verbatim records as defined in subse)ctxon {1} ef this . moral-character, and is a "raduaté of a high-schoolor has bad .-~ - @
* Section. S . an gqmva}ent education; an& {b) who has, cxtept as pmv;ded in i

:xtl



- Gection 11 of this Act, successfully passed an examination in
; w:fiiafim' court reporting 48 preseribed in Section 10 of this Ast,
* Section 10, Examinatlon of applicants, fee, scope of examina-
tion Every person desiriog to commence the practice of court
U eeparting In this State shall file an application for a certificate
S with the State Board of Court Reporting upon such form as
- shall be adoptod and preseibed by the board, At the time of
< nuking such application thie applicant shall deposit with the
Board so pxamningtion fee, to be deiermined by the board,
~ Examinations shall be conducted as often as may be necessary
wi determined by the board, provided, that examinations are
; condocted at least once annunfly, Applicants shall be notified by
e st of the halding of such examinations no later than ten (10)
e ~dlays before the date upon which such examinations are to be

given, Examinations shall be conducted and graded ;xc;cordinr to-

- rules and regulstions prescribed by the board.

a0 Hoetlon 11, Exemption from laking examination, Any

' ‘pereat, & citizen of the United Siates, who has atained the age
of elghiteen yesri, of good moral ¢haracter, who shall submit to
sl board so sffidnvit under oath that he or she has been

avtively zod continuously for one year preceding the passage of

‘thix Act principally mgagcd a# & court reporter shall be exempt
Gl from taking sucly examination and shall be gmmed a certificate
"8 a "Certifed Court Reporter .

Hectlon 13, Limltatiens -,a\fh:r one year following effective
date. After expiration of one year after the date this Aet
becomes law, no person shall engage In the practice of verbatim
rpuit feporiing Tn this State unless such person is the holder of
a geenficare ag a "Certifled Conrt Reporter” iaauged unsler the
“provisions of this Act

Sectlon 13, Revoeation, notice to certificate holder, hearing,

: witnesses. Onca veelfied complatot, the board may revoke or
e ;usps{mi any certificats lesued under thiz Act for unprofessional
i mm!m ur other sulficient cause after notice of and opportu-
Bt nity Tor heariog. Bald netice shalf state the cause for such -
: i:am:;mplmd revoseatinn, the time and place of such hearing,

m_ and shall be mailed i lhlhrﬂﬁintnrml;uldrnaa_nﬁ shehelderof- _

“suckosertificats ak Joast thirly (30) days before such hearing.

Fach board momber shal] be empowersd to adminlster oaths
- anl affiresationy, subpoens witnesses, compel thelr attendance,
fake vvidence and require the production of any records,

eoncerning any matter within the jurisdiction of the board, The
bovard hall reduce to swriting 2 summary of the evidence given
“hefore 1t and shall make 4 written finding of facts thercon.
 Lentifivates may be tevoked or ﬁuspmded for one or more of

- thee folfowing reasons:

A bl mvimmn of 4 felony auhsezmwnt 1o the paseage of this
i

12) Convietion of 4 mnsdcmmmr involving QO[ Aurpitude

Sl &

T SuiERT 10 The putage of (598 Act;
‘ {3V Frud, dishanesty, corruption, willfut violation of duty, or
has becomy incomprtent o continue to p&:rrmrm his or her
" sluties as a conry reparier

{43 Fraud or miscepresertation resorted fo in Obt;\ining 3
certificate under this Act. :

Provided; hiowever. that any ﬁiscipiinm' aatmn of the board

Yowad,

AR e e A S e | W

“pmay begppedlud by the agsrieved person to the Judizial Councll,”
- awhieh ghall item Hu* pﬁmr w mvmw said ;imemﬁnatmn by ﬁm i

o

: \mnor}mm shall annuallyon-or he‘fﬁx:npru T, following the™

Section 14. Penalties for violation. If, after this Act becomes
Taw, any person shall represent himself or herself as having
received a ceriificate as provided for in this Act, or shall practice
as a Certified Court Reporter without having received such
certificate, or, after havmg hig or her certificate revoked, shall
continue to practice as a Certified Court Reporter in'the State
of Georgia, or shall use any title or abbreyiation indicating that
the person using same is a Certified Court Reporter, or shall
violate any of the provisions of this Act, said person shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction fherﬂof shall be
punished as for a misdemeanocr. ~

9]

Section. 15. Injunction against violitions. On the verified
¢omplaint of any person that any person, firm or corporation
has violated any of the provisions of this Act, the board may,
with the consent of the Judicial Council, file an equitable
petition in ifs own name in the superior tourt of any county in
this State having jurisdiction of the parties, alleging the facts-
and praying for a temporary restraining order and temporary
injunction or permanent injunction against such person, firm or’ -
corporation restraining them from violating the provisions of
this Act and upon procf thereof the Court shall issue such
restraining order, temporary m;unchon or permanent injunction
without requiring allegation or proof that thie petitioner has no
adequate remedy at law. The right of injunction provided for in
this ‘Section ghall be in addition to any other legal remedy which
the board has, and shall be in addition to any right of criminal
“prosecution provided by law.

Section 16, Temparary employment permit. Nothmg in this
Act shall be construed to prohibit the temporary employment of
any person not certified under this Act who has first obtained a
temporary permit from the board or from a judge in the circuit
in which the cause is pending. The board ray limit the extent
of such temporary permit based upon the need for such
temporary employment.

Section 17: Renewal of certificate, Every Certified Court - =
( Repcrtex who continues in the active practice of verbatim court

date of issuance of the certificate under which he i then -
entitled o practice, renew such ceértificate upon the payment of
a fee established by the board. Every certificate which has not
‘beeri renewed on the first:day of April shall expire on that date’
of that year and shall result in the suspension of that reporter's
right to practice under this Act, which suspension shall not be
terminated until all delinquent fees have been paid.

Ssction 18. The administrative and staff work of the Board of.
Court Reporters of the Judicial Council shall be among the
duties of the Administrative Office of the Courts, created by ~
Ga. 1. 1973, p. 288. The director of the Administrative Office.
“oF the Courts shall serve as secretary of the Board of Court

“Reporters of the Judicial Cotneil, and shall ‘perform all duties as
wiay be assigned to hint eithey by the board or the Judicial
Council to implement the provisions of this Ast,

Section 19, Effective date. This Act shall becorne effective «

" upon its approval by the Governcr or upon its becoming law

without his approval.

Section 20, Repealer, All laws and parts of Iawé in conflict
with this Act are hereby repealed.

* Appraved March 20, 1974,

b
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Annendm Six.

Code §§ 24-3103, 24-1304 Repealed
Act No. 558 Ga. Laws 1975, p. 852

An Act to amend an Act creating a Judicial Council of the
State of Georgia, approved Aprll 3,1973 (Ga. L. 1973, p. 288),
50 as to provide that the Judicial Council of the State of Georgia,
shall promulgate rules and regulations which shall provide for
and set the fees to be charged by all'official court reporters in
this State in all criminal and civil cases; to provide:for per diem
fees; to pravide for the form and style of transcripts; to provide
that this Act shall not apply to such-court reporters under
certain circumstances; to repeal Section 24-3103 of the Code of
Georgia of 1933, as amended by an Act approved February 21,
1951 (Ga. L. 1951, p. 388).setting the compensation to be paid
court reporters in all civil cases; to repeal Section 24:3104 of
the Code of Georgia of 1933, as amended by an Act approved

February 16, 1949 (Ga. L. 1949, p. 646); and by an Act approved #

February 21, 1951 (Ga. L. 1951, p. 630), and by an-Act approved
February 18, 1959 {Ga. L. 1959, p. 61), and by an Act approved

. April 10, 1968 (Ga. L. 1968, p, 1230), setting the compensation

to be paid court reporters in-all criminal cases; to'provide an
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Section 1. An Act creating a Judicial Council of the State of
Georgia, approved April 3, 1973 (Ga. L. 1973, p. 288), is hereby

_.amended.by adding. 2.nsw sectivn: to-be known'as section 24,

which shall read as follows:

“Section 2A. (a) The ]udici"al‘ Coungil of the State of Georgia
shall promulgate rules and regulations which ¢hall:

(i) provide for and set the fees to be charged by all official
court reporters in this State for attending court, taking steno-
raphxc notes and recording the evidence;

(ii) for furnishing transcripts of the evidence, aud for other

i

¥ ]ud1c1al Councﬂ of Georg1a To Set
'Court Reporter Fees

R

]

oG

* ‘proceedings furnished by the official court reporter in all ciyil
“and criminal cases in this Stave; |

(iii) provide for a' minimum per diem fee, which fees may be
supplemented by the various counties within the cxrcuxts to

, whxc)ly‘h”c/oﬁrt repotters.are assigned;

9] provide for the form and Style of the transcrxpts whlch
shall be uniform throughout the State,

{b) The Judicial Council of the State of Georgia shall amend
its rules and regulations providing for and setting the fees to be
charged by all official court reporters whenever the Judicial
Councnl of the State of Georgia shall deem it necessary and
proper.”

4

- Section 2. This Act shail not app]y 6 those court reporters
taking and Furnishing trarscripts of depositions, not for’ taking
and furnishing transcripts of nonjudicial functtons nor to any
independent contracts of any reporters.

‘Section 3. Section 24-3103 of the Code of Georgia oF 1933, as
amended by an Act approved February 21, 1951 (Ga. L. 1953, p,
388), is hereby repealed in its entirety,

Section 4. Sechon 24-1304 of the Code of Georgia of 1933, a’é

~$4); and" by anAct ap‘ﬁx‘oved Pébruary 21 1951 (Ga. L 1951, P

630), and by an Act approved February 18, 1959 (Ga, L. 1959, p,
1), and by an Act approved April 10, 1968 (Ga, L. 1968, p,
1230), is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 5. This Act shall'become effective January 1, 1976,
Section 6. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act
are hereby repealed. -

Approved April 18, 1975. °




Appendlx Seven

]udmal Personnel Changes

(July 1, 1976 - June 30, 1977)

-’Appéintments |

Magistrate’s Division of Recorder’s Court,
DeKalb County

State Courts
Fulton County

Appellate Courts -
Georgla Supteing Courts Justice Jesse

e e P

Groover Bowles by Governor Busbee for
 term 4125177 10 next general clection,
Gurorah Court of Appeals ,

Judge Harold R. Banke by Governor
Busbes for term 411177 to 1231178,

Tusdge William Leroy McMurray by -
Governor Bushee for term 12122176 to
next general election,

TJudge Araold Shulman by Governor
Busbee for term 117177 to next general
election.

udge George T, Smith by Goversnor™
Bushee for term B123176 to 1177,

Superior Courts
Alspaha Judictal Circuit
Judge W1, "Jack” Knight by Governor
Busbee for term 5[24/77 to 12131178,
‘Atlanta Judicial Clreult
Judge Horace T, Ward by Governor
Busbee for term 114177 to 1111]83,
Atlantle Judicial Cireuit

e J.xrfﬁu.!:m;-g_ﬁmn-s Al bur S asa o
FREhe

FRAETR T RIBIPLE TR nt«ys; v] AV RENUY

Busbee for term 213177 to 111/79.
Blue Ridge Judioal Cirewit
Judge Richard B. Neville by Governor
Busher for term 8113177 to 111179,
Clayton Judielal Cirouit
Tudge Jor €, Crambley by Governor
Busbee for term S124177 to 111179,
- Dublin Judiciat Cireuit
Tudie Willlam M. Towson by Governor
Busbee for terin 6129177 to 111179,
Middle Judicial Cirenit :
Judge Marvin B, H«'srw:y Jr. by Governor

N LY LB TLTNLT

e ot e S T e ERINEST FRFs

Northeastora Judicial Digtrict

Judge James E. Palmour, 1L, by Governor

DBusbes for tevm 2127196 to 11177,
Cheomes Judicil Clireult

Tudge Preston N Rawling, Jr, by Governor
Busbey for term 111176 ta 1213078,

Tifoon Judicial Tircuit
Judg&* W. 1. Forehand by Governor
o Busbes for terey 10122076 to T1UTE
_ Western Judiclal Circuit
]mﬁ,a Joseph | Gainex by Goverpor
~Busbes for term 11706 to 1213178,

5}

Judge Dorothy Toth Beasley by Governor
Busbee for term 4/25]177 to 1/1179.

_ Laurens County

Judge Dubignion Douglas by Governor
Busbee for term 7111177 to 1117]78.

Juvenile Courts
Colquit County
Judge William C. Peters by the Superior
Court Judges of the Southern Judicial
Circuit for term beginning 8/7/76.
Crisp County
Judge G. Mallon Faircloth by Cordele
Judicial Circuit Superior Court Judge
Hardy Gregory, Jr., for term beginning
2120177,
Griffin Judicial District
Judge Claude L. Goza by Super:or Court
S Judge Andrew Whalen for term begin-
ning 711176,
Newion County
Judgc Virgll Costley, Jr., by Aleovy

Qnmr?nn l’"n.ml« I"A”?T}’ivuma

Rid),way for term beginning 5/1/77
Terrell County
Judge James G, Raines by Pataula Circuit
Superior Court Judge Walter 1. Geer
for term beginning 12/17/76.

Probate Courts
Forsyth County
Judge Joyce Wallace Hawking Py Governor
Busbee for term beginning &/10176.
Schiey County

_. Judie Hinton M, Hambrick by | thou,,‘,:,, i

Superior Court Judges for term begin-
ning 1011176

Special Courts

-Civil Court Richmond County

- Judge Bacheller Flythe for term begin-
ning 911176,
Magistrate Court of Clarke County
Judge Pierre Boulange by Grand Jury for
o tewm i R 1 IIRY
EMagistrate (fourt of Glynn County.
Judge Lioyd E, Grimes by Governor
Busbee for term 1114127 to 12}31/80.

80,

Judge John Campbell by DeKalb County
Board of Commissioners for two-year
term beginning 3/28/77 or until
successor is named,

Recorder’s Court of DeKalb County

Judge Joe Johnson by the DeKalb Board
of Commissioners for term 3/28/77 to
4/31/78.

Small Claims Court of Bacon County

Judge Kathryn Thorton by Waycross
Judicial Circuit Judge Ben Hodges for
term 12/8/76 to12/31]78.

Small Claims Court of Bryan County
Judge J. R, Deloach by Governor ~
Busbee for term 5/3/77 to 5/3/81.

Small Claims Court of Burke County

Judge Robert L. Hunnicutt by Governor
Busbee for term. 6/1/77 to 6/1/81,

Small Claims Court of Butts County

Judge Hugh Glidwell by Grand Jury for"

term 1/1/77 to 1/1]79.

-Small Claims Court of Coffee County

Judge Margaret A, Kitchens by Governor
" Busbeé for term 7/1176 to 4717180,

Small Claims Court of Columbia County

Judge Lawrence E. Maloriello by Governor
Busbee for term 8/16/76 to 7/1{77.
Small Claims Court of Dooly County
Judge Claude B. Greene by Governor
Busbee for four-year term beginning
7131)76,

~ Small Claims Court of Elbert County

- Judge Robert Christopher Phelps by
- Grand Jury for term 317/77 to 3/7181.
Small Claims Court of Evans County

Judge Larry Anderson by Superior Court

Tor term 2116/77 to 2116]81.

“Small Claims Court of Henry County

Judge John E, Bond by the Grand Jury for
term 5/1/76 to 4/30/80. B
Small Claims Courtof Jefferson Céunty ™
. Judge Walter ], Wasden by Governor
Busbee for term 7/2/76 to 7/2180.

- -Small Claims Court of Jenkins County -
Judge R, H.Reeves, III, by the Grand Jury -

- for term 1/1/77 to 111]79.
Small Claims Court of Lamar County -

Judge Forrest Watson by the Grand Jury ©

< for term 5[22]76 ta 12131{77

I D T L T E



Probate Courts
—={four=year terms begmmng 1Iff77)

Judge Jimmie Burousas by the Grand Jury
- .- for term 9/14/76 to 123177,
Small Claims Court of Lee County
‘Judge Marlin R. Posle by the Superior
Court for term 4/26/77 to 4/26/81. -
Small Claims Court of Lowndes County
Judge E. Hulyn Smith by the Superior

Court for the term 3/10/77 to 12/31/80. .

Small Claims Court of Macon. County
Judge A..C. Culpepper by Governor
Busbee for term 2/25/77 to.4/3/80.

- Elections

Superior Courts
(four-year terms beginning 1/1/77)
Cherokee Judicial Circuit
Judge Jere F. White.
Eastern Judicial Circuit
Tudge Phyllis Kravitch,

- Northern Judicial Circuit

Judge Ray B. Burruss.
Piedmont Judicial Circuit

Judge James L. Brooks..
Stone Mountain Judicial Cireuit

= Judge Robert K, Broome,

Judge Keegan Federal.

State Courts

(four-year terms beginning 1/1/77) v

Chatham Cotinty
Judge David Elmore.

Clinch County :

- Judge Folks Huxford.

""DeKalb County

Judge Ralph Carlisle. -
Emanuel County

- Judge Jay Carroll Cox.
Screven County- . . e

Judge Harry H. Hunter.
Sumter County -

Judge George Ellis, Jr,
Toombs County

Iudge Marvin Hartley Jr

Small Claims Court of Newton County

Judge Joha Crosswell by Governor
Busbee for term 10/4/76 to 1/1177.
Small Claims Court of Pike County
Judge R. . Adams by Governor Busbee
for term 4/25]77 to 4/27!81.
Small Claims Court of Tattnall County
Judge Lamar L. McGregor by Supérior
Court Judge Davie Caswell for term
1211175 to 10/31/79.

Brooks County.
Judge Remer Edmondson.
Butts County L
Judge Gene Blue.
Candler County
Judge Paul Bland.
Catoosa County
Judge Sam T. Dills,
Clarke County :
Judge Margaret P, Hartman.
Clinch County
Judge Margaret H. Blitch.

. Dawson County

Judge Joe Lane Cox.
Early County
‘Judge Eleanor P, Shefﬁeld

" Effingham County

Judge Francis Y. Seckinger.
Fannin County

Judge Richard P. Arp
Fulton County™ * -~

Judge Floyd E. Propst
Greene County

Judge Bobby Roper.
Haralson County

]udge W. Harold Blackmond,
Lee County

Judge Jeanette T. Long

_+ Long County

Judge Robert N. Milton.
Madison County

Judge Donald Hoppy Royston.
Miller County

. Small élaims ,Couft of ‘Wilkes Co'unvt'y

Judge Tharon Aldridge by Governor

Busbee for term 1[6/7?7 to 12/31/80. . - i

Traffic Court of Atlanta
Judge Louise Hornsby by Mayor ,
Maynard Jackson for indefinite term
begmmng 513177. ‘

Pickens County

Judge D. Rodney Gibson.
Pierce County .

Judge Loleta W. Harr:s

Spalding County

Judge John E, Snider, -,
Stewart County :
- Judge Jimmy B. Brazier.
Taylor COunty .

- Judge Ronnie A, D1rker..

_ Telfair County.

Judge Charlie Thomas.
Towns County

Judge Reuben Walls,
Wayne County _

Judge Christine Burch.
Wilkinson County

Judge Lloyd Gibbs. -

Special Courts ;
Civil Court of Richmond County -
Chief Judge J. Bacheller Flythe for. -
foursyear term beginning 1/1(77:
Assaciate Judge Oliver K. Mixon for
four-year term beginning 1I1777. ‘
Criminal Court of Fulton County
Tudge William H. Alexander for stx—year
term beginning 1/1/77.
= Judge Nick Lambros for sxx-Year term
beginning 1/1/77.

" County Court of Echols Cpunty

~Judge Leroy Price for four-year tarm

Appling County a
Judge Diane Hallman. LT

‘Bacort County. * R
Judge Cecil Jackson.

- Bleckley County
* . Judge Robert thnsony :

o

.~ Murray :County- .

“JadgeFrankie M. Phillips, . = -

Judge Harlan Peeples.
Newton County
- Judge Henty Baker:

‘QOglethorpe County

Judge ]ames R, Tlller

2

5

g

Beginning 1/1/77.

* Small Claims Court of Camden County

Judge ‘Dwight R. McCollough for
two-year term beginning 111797,
Sma]] Claims Court of Troup County
Judge Ellen Higginbotham Hobley for: .

two-year term beginning 1(1/77, . ©




An&lysw of Staiewxde }’udxcml Manpower Changes Durmg szcal Year 1977

(July 1,1976 to june 30, 1977) ’
£
: Judges Beginning First Terms. _ Judges Leaving the Bench -
: I e . , o v .
R ‘}‘afal N‘o, Method of Selection “Total No. ~ Reason for Leavmg : Total No. Judges**
: SRty Tudgetips g New Judges | Fal]ed Leaving the Bench
. i ’ ‘ ; . i o be
L Eké!cd IAppointed : IUGgeBMp Retired lResxgnedI Reeleded
: - Bupreme Court . 70k e A "” “ -1 — 1
I N i - i .’ . n
Gy e : : B ) .p S ’ ’
: - Colsey of Appeals o § - 0% ’0’0. 5 1 2 — 3
SORUHEIDM. T : o‘!o o’
 Soperiok Courss 90 ] 6 ] : 17 2 13
Biate ﬁaum S B 9 -— 9
g - S———— L EL00Le% | t'o’&”oo’r
 Juvenile &aurtﬁ ;:igt‘o::::: i : ertatsess
' ~£i‘ulhmd part !iuw) 35 PoAONE 2 4 6 1§ oz :.:.:o:ozozoz 3
. , IERTRIEIN '+%s% % %" : . | . 020200’02 X
l‘ml:m c'uurz@ 189 o - 0.:.:.‘.:.: 34 — 1 a3
RIS e o _.0.,0‘0‘00,0, » ‘

*Ax ﬁf Jung 39, W?v

= Tial number of judges leaving the bench dcm not mateh total number of new mdges in some cases because of vacancies whlch existed at
e begiraning or end of the fscal year. ;
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| Appenchx Eight

32

33

48

58

81

W

Additional Superior Court Judge — C]aytoxi (Act

¥ 237) ,
Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Clayton
Judicial Circuit so as to provide for three judges
in said court, Provides for the appointment,

* election, term of office, salary and other provi~

sions dealing with the new office. (Ga. Laivs 1977,
p. 541, effective 7/1/77)

Procedure to Deterniine Judge to Preside Over
Election Contest (Act #11)

Amends code section 34-1704, relating to venue
in election contests; so as'to change the proce-
dure for determining which judge shall preside
over an election contest. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 175,
effective 7/1177)

Institutional Personnel Reporting Suspected
Child Abuse (Act #102)
Amends the Georgia Code concerning the report-

- ing of suspected child.abuse by requiring that

psychologists anz;{ day-care personne} report sus-
pected instances of child abuse to the appropriate
agency designated by the Department of Human -
Resources. (Gn, Laws 1977, p, 242, ‘effective
711477} :

Minimum Salanes for Clerks of Supeuor Caurts
(Act #239) ,
Amends Title 24 pertaining to minimunt salaries
for clerks of superior courts, to change minimum
salaries. The act also provides for additional min-
imum salaries for clerks who also serve as clerks
of juvenile courts. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 547, effec—-
tive 7/1{77)

Bail Bonds, Recogmzances (Act #17)

" Amends code section 27-1402, relating to bail

bonds., The Act provides for proceedings to:
forfeit bonds or recogmzances upon failure of the
principal to appear, and the prosecutér can
initiate such proceedings. (Gn‘ ans 1977, p. 179,

“uffective 7177)

&

1977 Statutes Affectmg the ]ud1c1ary

HB

HB

HB

‘HB

" HB

HB

143

145

156

166

169

243

- justices of the peace and notarjes public ex officia.

~Judicial Circuit (Act ¥247)

Compensation.of Iustxces of.Peace in Cmminal =

Cases (Act #75)
Amends an act providing manner in which

justices of the peace shall be compensated i in
criminal cases; provides for compehsation i in crim-,
inal cases where application has been-made for
the issuanice of an' arrest or search warrant, {(Ga,
Laws 1977, p. 1977, sffective 2/25/77)

Additional Superior Court Judge, Middle Iudmal
Circuit (Act #244)

Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Middle

Judicial Circuit, so as to provide for two jidges in -
said court, The act provides for the appomtment, '

election, térm of office and other provisions deal-
ing with the new office. (Gn. fnwc 1977, p. 563,
effsctive 3/23/77)

Additional Superior Court ]udge, Northern

Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Northern @

Judicial Circuit providing for the appointment,
election and other provisions of the office. {Ga.
Laws 1977, p. 572, effective 7/1/77) :

Powers of the Supreme Court (Act #2149) 0 -
Amends code chapter 24-39, relating to puwms of

‘the Supreme Coust, Act quthorizes the Supreme

~ Courtto receive and answer certificates ds to:

~ Judges Retirement System {Act #263). :
© Amends act creating the SUpe‘nor CourtJudges

State law from federal appellate courts. (G, Laws
1977; p. 577, effecnve 711177) - =

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Chlldren
(Act #250) o
Provides that the State of Georgia shall bea
party to the "Interst;zte Compact oo the Plage-
ment of Children” (Ga. Lﬂws 1979, p, 578, effec«
tive 3/23177)

Employer Contributions to Supenor Court -

"mm..ﬂu—apmm-ymvmer TRAy Employer con~. -

HEB

HB

138

130

Supenor Court Clerk’s Retirement Beneﬁts (Act

#643).

Provides for additional and mcreased costs and -
fees to be used for retirement benefits for clerks
of the superior courts. (G ans 1977, p. 1098

- effective 717177} «
. Fees for Justices of the’ Peace (Act #74)

Amends code section 24-1601, relating to fees for

~justices’of the peace. The act provides a fee
J p

‘schedule for applications for arrest and. search.

‘warrants while repealing fees for issuing arrest
‘and search warrants, (Gay l.mos 1977 p. 196, -
'effectwe 2125[77) Lo

@

HB

tributions paid to the Board of Trustees b bghalf

- ‘of mémbers withdrawing before acquiting a:

'vested right not besreturned to the employer. buf

- shall be retained as acturial gaing and be applied .-

252 .

toward future decrease of employer contribu~

vhons. {Gn. Laws 1977, p. 607, eEfectuve 3]23177)
{mmunity for Persons: Makmg Reports Concern-« e

ing Licenses to Practice Medicing (Ast #186)

Amends code section 84-916, relating to the
refusal or révocation of licenses to practice medi-

for persons making reports and testifying

gl

" cine, Act provides for civil and criminal xmmqnity e L

concammg the refusal or cevocauen 0(’ lxcgnses to L
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practice medicine, {Ga, Lws 1977, p. 317, effec-

tive 297

Child Supports Divoree and Custody (Act 4#265)
Provides for 4 revision o the Georgia Code con«

- cerntng the provision for fizing child support in

circumatances where cusiody of a minor child is
awanded w the mother ag part of the divorce
decroe. (Ga, Laws 1977, p. 619, effective 711177)

‘Fgcsi;nﬂe Hipgnaturess Superlor Court Clerks (Act
4269

Provides that the clerk of the superior court of
wach county of this stale may authorize the -
gxpcution of any public securities requiring or
permitting his signatuce with an engraved,
imprinted wtamp or otherwise reproduced
Fsceimile of such signature. (Ga. Laws 1977, p.
&33, effective 3123177}

_Chtl(; Support Recovery Act Clarification (Act
(VA5

Provides for a revision in the Child Support
Recovery Act s ag to glarify the responsibility of
the Repartment of Revenue to provide the
Department of Human Resources with income
tax Information pertalning to the parents of chil
dren For whom the Department has custody. ((m
Laws 1977, y1. 1299, effective 7i1197)

Lhild Suppurts Fublic Asslstatiee (Ack#272)
Pravides for & revigion to the Child Support
Recovery Act to allow the debt owed the State by
‘the individual responsible for the support to be
established by a legal process other than a court
order- (Ga. Laws 1979, p. 643, offective 201177)

Indictmients, Presentments and Aceusations {Act
CRP40)
~ Amends code shnmer 2747, rﬂmmg fo Indicts

~mends, proseniments, and accusations In general,

provides for jpinder of offonses, relief from
prcimbda} joinder and trial together of indjct-

menis or greusptions. (G tmps 1977, p. 1293,
eftective 4812}

Incresse of Salarles of Dlslrlct Attorneys md

Bucretarles of Superion Court Judges and District ;

‘Altorneys (Act #378)

Amends aut fixing the salaries nf superior court
wdigee to provide salary iacreases for secretaries
of district attorneys and of superior court judges.
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Cfice of JP Enveritus (Act #658)

Peovides that it all counties in the state having o
* population of not less than 190,000 nor more -

than 300,000 the offive of Tusticr of the Peace -
Emeritos shall be created. Act provides for the
ualifications, dutics, powers and compensation
of such vificer. 1Ga, Laws 1957,
TR B

- Qualthicatlons 6F Grand Iumrs (At &1 95)
 Amends code section 39:201; véfative o qualificas
. tiong of grand jyrors; act changes the quatifying

" age for grand jursrs Trom 21 years or more 1o 18
yoars or older; (Gu, Bawer 227, p. 347, offective

b ﬂ &“‘

4213, ﬁfk‘egtwe‘ ;
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526

559
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704
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Additional Superior Court Judge, Tallapoosa
Judicial Circuit (Act #291)

Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Tallapoosa
Judicial Circuit, so as to provide for three judges
int said circuit; provides for appointment, election,
term of office, duties and other provisions deal-
ing with the new office, (Ga, Laws 1977,.p. 687,
effective 7/1177)

Additional Superior Court Judge, Griffin Judicial .

Circuit (Act #293)

Adds one judge to the Superior Court, Griffin
Judicial Cireuit, 50 as to provide for two judges in
sdid court; provides for the appointment, election,
term of office and other provisions dealing with
the new office. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 693, effective
711177)

“Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act

Clarification (Act #296)

Provides for a revision to the Uniform Reciprocal
Enforcement of Support Act to allow for the
determination of paternity. (Ga. Laws 7977, p.
899, effective 7/1/77)

Expansion of Definition of Term “Child” {Act
#297)

Amends code section 24A-401 of Juvenile Court
Code; redefinition of the term “child” as it relates
to deprived children~—to include anyone under
the age of 18 years. (G, Lnws 1977, p. 700,
effective 7/1177)

Jurisdiction of Court of Appeals and Supreme
Court (Act #299)

~ Provides that the Court of Appeals has jurisdic-

“tion in cases involving armed robbery, rape, and
kidnapping wherein the death penalty has not

_ been imposed and Suprente Court has jurisdic-
tion in cases involving State revenue, coritested
céleetions, and the validity of legislative enact- -
ments of municipalities. ((;a Laws 1977, p 710,
cffective 7(1177) ~

Bail for Felony Commitments (Act #203)

Amends code section 272418, relating to commit-
ment and bail; provides that ne person shall be .
imprisoned under a felony commitment when bail
has been fixed if such person tendéers and offers
to give bond in the amouny: of the bail fixed with

sureties acceptable to the sheriff of the county in

which the alleged offense occurred; provided,

~however, the sheriff shall publish and post
written rules and regulations defining acceptable
- suketies and prescribing under what conditions

suretics may be accepted; provided further.this
act shall not abrogate or repeal the common faw
authotity of the judge having ju!‘lSdlChOl’l. {Ga.
Laws 1977, p. 346, effective 3/1/77) -

Small Claims Coutt, Elbert County (Act #148)
Act creates and establishes a Sraall Claims Court

* - in and for Elbert County. Gr Lnies 19?3 - 2940,

effective 711177)
Small Cliims Court, Fayette County (Act #276)

Lreates and establishes a Small C]axms Court for: -
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Fayette County (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 4243, effectwe
711477)

Lee County Small Claims Court (Act #152)
Creates a Small Claims Court in Lee County.
{Ga. Laws 1977, p, 270, effective 7]1/77)

Deletion of Authority of Departmient of
Offender Rehabilitation to Supervxse Parolees
(Act #678)

Provides that the function and responsibility of
supervising all persons placed on parole or other -

.. conditional release by the State Board of Pardons
“and Paroles is transferred to the State Board of

Pardons and Paroles and deletes the authority of -

the Division of Community-Based Services of the -

Department of Offender Rehabilitation to super-

vxse parolees. (Gd. Laws 1977, p. 1209, effective
1177)

‘ Small Claims Court, Ben Hill County (Act #157)

Creates and establishes a Small Claims Court in
and for Ben Hill County. (Gn. Laws 1977, p. 2972,
effective 7/1/77)

Small Claims Coutt, Rando]ph County (Act
#443) :
Creates and establishes a Small Claims Court in
and for Randolph County, (Ga, Laws 1977, p

- 3440, effective 7/1/77)

‘Cérmitment of Mentally Il and Retarded

Children (Act #331)

Ptovides for a revision to the Juveénile Court
Code of Georgia as it relates to the securing of
hospitalization for mentally ill and mentally
retarded children. Further provides for a redefini-
tion of the méthods and procedures for conduct-
ing commitment proceedings. (Ga, Laws 1977,

! p:
774, effective 711177) /

Civil Court of Bibb County (Act #445) = //
Amends act creatinig the Civil Court of B’.og
County so as to provide for the judgé “of the civil
court of said county to have the power and right
to appoint a compefent and disinterested

. attorney-at-law and resident of Bibb County to

preside over the civil court as judge pro tempore
AL N . - ¢
who shall exercise all the functions and powers.of

" the judge thereof; provides that judge pro

- deemed heavy enough o tequire such assistance.

tempore shall serve at the pleasure of the judge’s
and shall also serve . concurrently with the judge
to agsist the judge when the courts business is

PN

(Ga. Laws 1977, p. 3453, effective 7/1/77)

. Small Claims Court, Candler County (Act #221) )

Creates and establishes a Small Claims Court in
and for Candlér L_ounty (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 3132,

~effective 7]1177)

Addmonal Superior Court judge, Chattahouchee
Judicial Circuit (At #336) L 4ol
Adds one judge fo the Superior Cotirt,

~Chattahoocheé Judicial Cireuit, so-as to provide .

for four ;udges in said court; provides for
appointment, election, term of office, and other
provisions dealing with the new ofﬂcm (Gn ans
1977. P 784, effechve 1/11]78)

]
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HB 1155

HB 1175

HB 1203
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Small Claxms Court, Thomas County (Act #580) '
Creates a Small Claims Court of Thomas
County. (Ga, Laws 1977, p. 4043, effective 7/1/77)

Small Claims Court, Waltor County (Act #583)

“Creates and establishes a Small Claims Court for

Waltont County. (Gn Laws 1977, p. 4057, eEEectwe '
711177) :

Small Claims Court, Jeff Davis County (Act ;
#596)

Creatés a Small Claims Coiirt in JefF Da\ns
County. (Gr, Laws 1977, p, 4097, effective 7/1/77)

Small Claims Court, Dodge County (Act #609)
Creates and establishes a Small Claimg Court in

“and for Dodge County. {Gu. Laws 1977, p. 4135,

effective 711177)

Troubled Children Study Comimittee (Act #2)
Establishes a committee to study prograrms and
services provided to the troubléd chifdren of this
state. The committee also'is authorized to
prepare legislation necessaty to imprave existing -
_services, and to study budget proposals necessary
to improve on existing servxces and to implement
such improved services. This conimittee shall
make a report of its findings and recommerida- .
the Supreme Court, Chief }udg& of the Court Qf
f-the Generals— ==

he Assembly. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 237, effective 4/1177)

HR 116-513

HR 118-513

Justice of the Peace Study Commlttee {Act#e) =
Creates the Justice of the Peace Study Commit" -
tee; authorizes the committee to study the laws -
of this state and other states relative to justices
of the peace and the needs of the judicial system
in each county; to review the gualifications and
compensations of the justices of the peace and

‘make a report of its findings and recommenda-.

tions with suggestions for proposed legislation, if
any, to the 1978 session o{ the Genéral .
Assembly, (Ga, Laws, 7977, p. 172, effective

3/23177)

Compensation of Victims: of Crime Study ;
Committee (Act #7)

" Creates the Compensation oF Vnchms of Crime

Study Committee, to be composed of three

“'members of the Senate, three members of the

House, and three gubernatarial appointees,
Committee authorized to investigate and study
the issues and problems relating to the feasibility

. of compensating victims of crime; and reportits

findings and recommendations to the 1978

" General Assembly. (Ga. Laws, 5977, B 1'73, effec-
T tive 3/23177) -

HR 135-588

Select Comnuttee on Conshtuhonal Revision Sl
(Act #26) . :

Creates the Select Commlt[ee on. Conshtuhdnal
Revision composed of the ‘Govergor, Lt, - -

- Governor, Speaker of the Housé, Chief Justice of

the Supreme Court, Chxef]udgé of the court of

" Appeals, Attorney General, Chairman of ,[udlt:xgxry »
" Committee of the Senate, Chiirrian of Judiciary -

o appointed by the Judicial Council, Defines its

- ! 85 'V Jv“:\“"yr B

Committee of the House, and 2 frial judge -
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, Amends Code Chapter 38-3, relating to hearsay

duties and procedures, (Ga, Lats 1977, p. 180,

effective 3130177

Coide Reviston Commission (Act 49)

Creates the Sode Revision Commission. The
Commission shall continue the work of the Code
Revision Study Committee and is authorized to
aeleet a publisher to condugt revision of the code
ani the Jaws of CGeorgla. (Gs. Laws 1977, p. 2505,
effective 3123177}

v Additional Superior Court Judge, Alapaha

Judictal Cireult (Ack #340) '

Adds one judge to Buperior Court, Alapaha Judi-
cial Cireuit, 50 ag fo provide for two judges in
said clreit, Provides for the appolntment, elec-

- tion, term of office, duties, and ether proyisions.

{Ga Ligs 1927, p, 793,.effective 711477)

Jurlsdletion and Parental Rights (Act #27)
Amends code Title 24A of Juvenile Coart Code,
cancerning the jurisdiction of the Juvenile Courts
wver cortain matkers involving the termination of
pareptal rights, ((m Laws 1977, p. 181. effective
71177}

Revigion of Adoption Laws (Act #85)

‘Comprehiensively revises the adoption laws of

this state; provides for jurisdiction and venue;

defings who may adopt, reqmtements and Form

of o surrender of parentslrighis, contents ofan -
adoption pohmm and numerous ofher provisions

to Imploment they ack. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 201,

effective 111178

Swall Clalms Court, Evans Cotnty {Act #24)
Establishes a Sonall Claims Court for Evang |
County. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 2616, cffective 3/1/77)

fﬁtﬁmfﬁi: {Act-#86)

ovidence; provides that certain statements for
purposes of medical disgnosis or treatment shall
b adwigsible ag evidence. (Ga. Lins 1977, p. 226,
effective YHIZTY

Appolntment of Juvenle Judge Pro Tempore (Act
#347)

Amends Code Sechion 24A=3701 of Juvenile

~Erourt Code: redefinition of The conditions under

which a Juvenile Court fudge Pro Tempore may

~be appointed by expanding the geographbic bouns

dary From which he may be appointed. (Ga fats
1927, p 8132, effective 711177)

Appmhm-zimu Cuswdy and Release of Iuvenﬂcq
{Act #724)

Amends Code Title 2344, Juvenile Court Code,
{Lrempts to safeguard rights of juveniles by
eutablishing a "Juvenile court intake officer™ and
thanging provisions relating to the apprehension,
custidy and releage oF children, Further provides

Iz:r thedefix\iuon of a "status oftender.” (Gu. Laws '

7. p. 1237, effective 12/3198)

: : Additigml Superlor Court Judge, Gwinnett
- Judiclal Cireult (Act #353) - -
e .w& e yasﬂyv wrthe’ %pmnr %.wm fuwmm&
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Judicial Circuit; provides for the appointiment,
election, term of office, duties, jurisdiction, salary
and other provisions dealing with the riew office.
(Ga. Laws 1977, p. 837, effective 7/1177)

District Attorneys: Compensation, Travel
Expenses, Additional Staff, etc. (Act #729) -
Provides travel expenses, compensation of attor-
neys acting as district attorneys pro tempore,
costs in appeals by State, costs in cases removed
to U.S. District Court; provides that district
attorneys may not engage in private practice;
adds one assistant district attorney in each judi-
cial circuit; provides for repeal of sections such as
824-2910 (reporting of status of case); atthorizes
the attorney general to order any district attor-
ney to represent or counsel certain officials-and
employees charged with violating federal laws or
regulations; other provisions included. (Ga. Laws
1977, p. 1257, effective 4/6/77)

Retirement Benefits for Widows of Judicial
Officers (Act #386)

Amends Act creating the Judges’ and Solicitor
Generals’ Retirement Fund of Fulton County;
provides that the widow of any officer who is
otherwise ineligible for retirement benefits shall
be eligible for retirement benefits upon attaining

62 years of age if the officer hae elected to secure -

retirement benefits far his widow. (Ga, Laws 1977,
p. 3186, effective 7/1/77)

Attendance Outside the State by Witnesses
Confined in Georgia Penal Instxtuhons (Act
#359)

Amends uniform act to secure the attendance of
witnesses from without the State approved
March 31, 1976 (Ga. Laws 1976, p. 1366); provides
the requesting jurisdiction may be required to
perform the physieal transfer of the prisoner,
provide proper safeguards on his custody in
transit, and be liable and pay for all expenses :

incurred én producing and returning the prisoner. -

(Ga. Lmws 7977, p. 847, effective 3]23/77).

Municipal Courts (Act #632) ;

Amends Uniform Act Regulating Trafficon -
Highways; provides for jurisdiction of municipal
courts to try and dispose of violations of Section
1260 of the act when the offense accurred within
the corporate limits of the mummpallty. (Ga, Laws
1977,'p. 1037) - .

Municipal Cousts {Act #633) " //
Amends Article [V of the Driver’s Licensing Act

‘approved April 24, 1975 (G, Laws 1 975. p. 1008);

provides or jurisdiction of municipal courts to fry
and dispose of violations under this chapter when
the offense occurred within the corporate limits of
municipality. (Ga. qus 1977, p. 1038, effect\ve
711y77), .

Magistrate’s Court, Baldwin County (A.ct #388)
Creates the Magistrate’s Court of Baldwin

. Caunty. (Ga, Luws 1977, p. 3197, effective 4/1/79) ©

ey
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Magistrate’s Court, Putnam County (Act #101)
Creates the Magistrate’s Court of Putnam
County and provides that the judge of Small
Claims Coutt shall serve as the magistrate, and
other pravisions. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 239, effective
4/1177)

Small Claims Cotirt, Bryan County (Act #734)
Creates and establishes a Small Claims Court in
and for Bryan County. (Ga. Laws 1977, p. 4504,
effective 7/1177)

Appointment of Guardian (Ast §378)
Amerids Code Section 49-604 relating to the pro-

cedure of appointment of guardian for persons
who are mentally ill, mentally retarded or
mentally incompetent to- the extent that they are
incapable of managing their estate, as amended;
provides that the' Commissioner of Human
Resources or his duly appointed delegate may
take the oath of guardianship before the judge of
the Probate Court of Fulton County or before
the judge of the probate court making the
appointment of guardianship. (Ga. Laws 71977, p. .
896, effective 3/23/77)

Procedures Sitbsequent to an Arrest by a:Private
Person (Act #381}

Amends Chapter 27-2, relating to arrests; pro-,
vides that a private person who has made an

“arrest shall without any unnecessary delay take”
‘the person arrested before a magistrate or deliver

such person and all effects removed from him to
a peace Officer; pravides that a peace officer who
in good faith and within the scope of his author-

ity takes custody of a person arrested by a pri-

vate person shall not be liable at law for false
arrest or false imprisanment. (Ga Laws 1977, p.
902, effective 7{1/77)

Recall of Elective Public Officials
Proposes amendrment to Constitution to provxde
for the recall-of State, county and mtnicipal
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public officials who hold elective office {to be
voted on in November 1978 general election).

Minimum Sentencing Study Committee
Creates the Minimum Sentencitig Study
Conimittee composed of five members of the
Senate appointed by President of the Senate to
investigate and propose legislation respetting
mandatory minimum sentencing of eriminals
without opportunity for parole, (Effective
3/10f77)

Juvenile Court Judge Qualifications Study
Committee

Creates the Juvenile Court Judge Qualifications.
Study Committee composed of five members of the
Senate appointed by the President to investigate -
and study the jssues of juvenile court judge
upon the appointment of the chairman by presi~ -
dent of the Senate. (Effective 3/ 10}77)

 Juvenile Offenders Study Committee

Creates the Juvenile Offenders Study Committed
to be composed of five members of the Senate E
appointed by the President; authorizes and directs
the committee to conduct a thorough study of

the juvenile laws of this State and other states,

~with particular emphasis on the desirability and
~ feasibility of granting mandatory prof)ahon ty

first offenders excapt in cages involying extentiabs i

" ing circumstances, (EFfective upon appoxnfment\
- by the President of the Senate)

Juvenile Crime and Violence Study Committee -
Creates the Juvenile Crime and Violence Study
Comumittee compased of three members OF the
Senate appointed by the President; authorizes

and directs the committee to study and make tec- '
smmendations regarding juvenile crime and vio-
lence, especially as it affects the schools of this
state, (Effective upon appointment by the Presi-
dent of the Senate.) _ ey









