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Stoni fleant Findings, Implications and Hecommendations
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(social WOrK pmethods) methods has many dravbacks ond will not enable
the problemed individuals to achieve success or his or ler cwn terms.
The traditional methods require to much changz in relation to the
Native Arerican cultural beliefs. There ave to many pre-determined
goals which individuals are expezcted to achieve. lhen these goals are

1

not rearched the general conclusion is that failure has been achisved

2

natnar thon success.

a-

v degling wite Native American youth, an agency snould concerm

1
IS
3
.
i

izoely witn cn cverall plan of achievement geared toward the Native
Amerizan commuriiias expectations of what they would likz to see accomp-

lished Ly sre program and what types of measurerents they would use

to dezterminz 3ucce2ss.

We have clso jound tnat any organization attzmpiing to encourage
reservation youth to remain in school and to compate in the higher ed-
ucation process must provide strong relevant reasoning totally different
from the typical arglo incentiva system as this syctem obviously does nt

work with native people.

We have tried and found success with various types of alternate

reasons such a3 wusing sports us and incentive. We have also used the
approach that naitive people need education to enable them to prevent the
dominanat society from exploiting native people. Perhaps the most success-

full method of kezping reservation youthin school has been the altenative

learning approach. By offering to those who remain within the educational



sychaem, the opportiniiy to leaon througn practical learning caparience in

ad ‘ W y b bn' s . Y1 e v AR e ; j &) i
after senool sltuctions w2 naes seen rueh prograss.  We hcve used field
: X R , o S odeds s opk 3
trips rolated to ceuliurally ceitented evanis, witn gredt success.

Anpbner areq which we nwwa Jound to be signd flieant 1 working with
mrsemation youtn has been in the types of jucililties used to administer
trnage programs. Again tie troditional use of suen facl

s2rool or the local regreation Jusilibty, we have jownd has not been wvery

- "’ v',— g e o
erfrotvea.

W2 w2re fortunatz to Aque owr oum butlding cvaiiadlz to the jyouth with
rportaice as these
youzn could 1damtiy positively with this setting and eventually come
to crraidar L6 their owm.  Tnis madz our job euxsier as the youtn involvad

re2 within tne setiing and spent all o trneie available

Ve have jound that dealing eTectively with reservation youth requires
use of local Native American resource. persons in staff peositions. The

hiving of non Indic persovvzl will alow the osatave rasults of the
g pz P

program to be delayed at leust siz momths to-a year as-this time will
be spent establisWing the needed trust rélationship necessary to run an

efrective program.
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The problems that w2 have invastigated have been:

4. The juvenile delinquency rates throughout the reservation.
B. The rate of hign school drepouts wand high school graductes
throughout tre reservation.

C. The number of reservation youth entering higher education
advanced techmical training.
sample grow tested, consisted of Native Amevrican youth withir

boundaries Leech Lakz Reservation arecq.

5 bazed Native American youth.

ted related to alternative methods of working with

Our initial contention was

trnaT tre currens m2ithods used to deal with these particular individuals
was =0T feasooiz wd the results that were showing up led us to bzlieve

that alizmacive could snow more positiva re

drugs and aleonol abuse and juvenile delinquency.

tained are as follows:

A. By using altematv,ve methods rather than traditional or anglo
'9qu¢ency rate has decreased among the
youta.

B. By using alternative methods rather than traditional or anglo
methods in stirulating Jative American youth toward education
the high scrool drop out rate has decreased within the Leech
Lake Reservation.

C. By using alternative methods rather than traditional or anglo
methods we have been sucessful in interesting young Native
American in a program of positive response toward the
the Native community.

We feel that by using the alternative methods which we state within

needs of

sults in the areas

this final report that greater services can be provided to reservation

youth to aszsist them in achieving the goals which they set for them—

selves in life.
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ina only ackrowledgzrent whicn can be given witn any real meaning

e

ruct bz given to ine Jative American people solaly on the basis

.

of tazir onduronoe waton
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r enaoled them to survive Fhis civil-
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Tz Lozon Lelte Rocerwailon Youta Usnier was Jounded oy 13, 1877 oo

o nom-rrof1e ovgoviaation. D2 Fouth Cember woas esioplicred jov the
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purmos2 of corpating a nigh raiz of high scnool dvopor and e linguency
p . ! e

- . T P e - - - Lo - 2y 3t
amoumy yourg paoplz of the cven, wad to eveate a corron sozial and

ragvzetional meeting ground e Indion ond non-Indian youtn.
Te iy e . 2 oy S s vy 4 P Y e i o ndrel, B 93 -
Irasrimental iv stariing taz center were Ann Fercuson, VISTA Volunteerp;

K, zclersuman; Pat Wenell, local nousewife; Lozal busirvess

P

UECST Ly 3 Lo 7ille Cowncil; cnd trz Leech Late Fecervation
LelT iey A8 L LiLage (2C174 A L2 L2200 Ll LElerartiion
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Tustn23s Dormiitaz, waten <o tne elected governing body of thne Leech

. o ) - 7 Ty F e e i e
Loz Rogervation. At tnz outset, many local psoplz donated cash

The butlding, an abandonad gavaga,

? - .

Kitenen equipment core from tre local school. Coss Lale organizations
two used pool tablas. Pinball machines, a jute box, candy

machine xd pop macninaes ware prut in on g perceentage avrongerent with

1
the vendon.
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youngar than

most populationsg i a waola. In Minn2sota, of tne Indian deaths

QUL

United States' population az

KRR before O, » nwmber on? killer of Indichs

i wiolonez,  Mlinesota Department of Hzaltn statistices
srow ook grong I N3, aoetdznés o fdeatn ave more than
thves tires a3 prevalent as i ropulation, suicides ave

rore by 13 preva T10d mellitus more than twiez, wid

.

bubepraonloais more thom ten times as pravalent in causing deatn.  Indian
haalih vrodlars are strongly affectad by inadequate housing, poor

nuiriiion, waatisfactory water supply, wwld sanitary conditions and

coor aalin practicas.  Aleoholism, acknowledged by the U.S. Indian

Fiatsh Seradoe zs a problem fov Indians, has bean given as a reason
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Cass Lok, and only about LT yarls pfrom the figh scenool. Tna

propzpty inceludzs four lovs. The building (s a two-slory slructure
f Y o €

of cinder blocks. he main Floor consishks of two large, wunszparated

POOrs, WALToN Foym ihe pecreation araed, o Kitensi, o ofjice and wo

) R P . 5 - 5
V3, wi2r2 oye Rred oarge rooms, d 1’8(38?f;7,0‘/1 roor: wul one patii-

.1 ;o
F e on fo oy
W) Lol e

- vt . 7 P oy T e . e . s
woom.  Theve i zlso an wnfinished attie, wiicn is presanily not in

. 1

waz, I nliiziom, tnere i3 a storage room in tne basement, whicn we

ol V)

EERE

oy o e 3
oy 22O IL. COLET.

CTr rataioe wooms have.peen converted into a lounge area for the

olizr owsa, W2 cawe installed a sound system with Indlan cid populay

Pl z, sev. woor, a etuey room and a faivly complete Indian resourcs
litpeyn. oo, W2 feal that this tupz of setting has been condusive to
our w22l i dealing with Naiive Ameriean youth.

'y i Ry
12 Frogzal Progrom

e -

The prorzosional stafj szction of this part of our program is not

v o ooy

totally relevant s will provide a list of comsultants used to assist

.l
£

in T overall projram activiiies rather than veport on the individuals

aud tneiv roles <n 2ach speeilfic program.

Cur staff at tnz Zouth Cenier is perhups the most essential element
in attoining succ2ss. We presently have a full timz paid staff of four.
ALL of these paoplz are dedicated to youth and are never hindered by

2 Snein cour work waek as most weeks vun morae than 50 hours.
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Jnz Doxiing program Aas been an extremly trportant part of our ovar-

MRS PSR ) . p 7 - 2 I -
220 vragrars wd nas ernadled us to advence ourszilves 2losev ko our
Joalr. W2 nzve aad frerendous duceRss Reepling our Dognrs interosted
Sioa e [ 7. i . 5" =) 4- fepy - o ; -
Loz oaromT, rius adding rmoty Wew faces to our fzom. e have also

ko 2 " . N .o g oy . 2.7 .
oo Jenicn powing deamm Lo our program wii fipough dne us2 of ouv

- 2, S i g £ ol AR g oy A T - > o - L7 . - g
Verid nave dram So E0 Z0 boys into thae progroam from four obthar communities
o Lne reazyatlon.

The boxing progrem is parhips one of the most time-taling of our

rograrms. Ii requires a iremendous amount of travel plus a great deal

B

of hard work both on the pavt of the boxers and onz the part of the youth

sonter staff. We have traveled a3 Ffar as 260 riles in one night to

M

atiend

o,

a boxing matceh witn 8 boys. Although our hours are long we feel

.

that it s well worth our time. Boxing is a highly competitive sport,

and a participant must be in top condition to compete. Our boxers
train each day for at least 3 hours, and keep themselves in good
physical econdition. This of course means that they are kzeping deeent
hours, abstaining from cigavettes, alcohol and all forms of drugs.

These arve generally prcblem areas with our young peple ard we ave glad to

havz the opportunity to offer a boxing program as an alternation.



g

Onr boxirs have bzen cwardad a good deal of acelaim both as athlztes
@ed Lniividuals over e pact yeoar and w2 have been able to take
young hogs Eo idaher levels of eucerss tnvough the diseipline pe-
gritped Py ke spovd,
Jome of our prrtioinmits have a Llack of self confidonce as well as
 Lvsn oo g2l drmage. We palleve that thvougn our boxing program we
v giving fnom o chomes o both of those points. It is
mato tnat thoy ore not able to find thic sel) builder in the
cmnonl popiinz Sus for multiple rveasonms they do not [ind tiese
Iemovtanr grousa juctovs in tnls enwviormment so we tvy to provide

-

IPCUIA QWY Program.

W2 have found that batwezen L5-50

T {4
Do nave pcomeloin senool becouse of our efforts with boxing. This
we Lo ‘e ozhe peal sucesss to point at.
Wa b vi that our program is vary well aeespted in the

Approxirateiy 0% of our atbendance at boxing

G-

ahorss aee Indian reople from tnvougnout the veservation. Pernaps
tne pact Shal Indion students ave hindered from succeeding in the
aehonl satting, is the reason why their peers arve eager to see them

auceead tn otnar wous.

o curmation I ezl that I rust add that our boxing progran has
baew oy suceessiull vithin the last year primarily because we have
had srerzndows rput from Indian volunteers from our reservation.
This is indeed the key to our success in the progranm.

T BT
In our protogr

e Ll ES .

Py program we nave

£

developed creativity in the

W2 nave recered at least 15 young pzoplzs on a regu-

L2y
Az

tween 520 ard 20 on a part tirme basis



We s contrazted a consultant from Bomidil State Collage to taaeoh
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vur yourg peoplbe the basie siills in photosrapnry. He has gone ruch

I
s
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peyond tra anrazi, nowasar, ogud nas brougnt corz of our etwlionts da-
- . . . - P L opers gy desy

Eo v wnola wow world of creativity,
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Joym o of melzoze Jrom Jrustration and also enahbled them to express

T Lo yay
T veyy dvfferent way.

e o
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Jwle cenarom e oewaated quite o bit of dnterzsting off shoots as well.

Duonada Dozt it due to our photography program 4 of our jyoung pzople
: i Fzos o public relation reopla for otier programs. We

. " - P ;.

vz o ziolr areioyed oy our Lzech Lake Keservaiion Parole and Rehobilita-

£l s e T g o W ln < de ey 7 apr Frang [P Yy Fyg Py S . o
Liov rro iz a3 photogiaphers and wrilevs jor their bi-wezkly rnewspapenp.

.

; . - . Tet 7y - PR A I P M)
k2 also ol oa pis mate show at the Youth (eniar in Jun2, at wiich

7 7 i
s dloplagied our photograpny student's wori,

wmerows events that fit undzr this category

d 1

an area of extremz importance. I1hrough the

uzz of our hooks in our library the young peoples hava really gotten a
feeling tovard s2lf identification and have becorme more strongly con-
th their heritagz. Then we announcz that we will be attend-
irng a Fow Fow w2 hiave an tomediate rvesponse and all of our tra:sporta-

~

s prur s S - lszf
tion sourees ave ji

Licd without haste. Thne interest Ls 1mmense.  We

giomtad going o Pow Wows the first weekend we obtained the vans and
toovalad to 9 before the swmmer ended. We finished the season off

o trin o Chicago for the American Indian Centers l4th Annual
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ond wave wlio stavted a Glvis Dwice Class that will encorporate
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We hava broughi in 7 Indiw: spaakers to lecture at tne Youtn (enter
1

and Jour of these sgven have baen local men and womarn wro hwave had

3 . o~

sorathing to offer our yowng paople in the way of local history and

Possible one of the rost intaresting aspects of our Irdian Cultural
Program was that it enabled zome youth who had not previously had an
opporiunity to travel amwwhnere, a chance to sez other places and a

1

chancs to meet new people aid an opportunity to see that their small

corrimity isn't all there is to this world. We had several young

o
<
&

paopie Chitecago with us who had never baen off the reservation.
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problers az they wise and have been

Cenier stafy as contacis concerning youlbh.
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