
Oil Wiif ii 'iiIiIlJ $f17'WV-HiiiiiiiiiIl 

THE JUDICIARY· 

:I STATE OF DELAWARE· 
~ ..... , 

I 

J :.:.-....... 

.... '~,. ~>-

I. 

~-" 

, 

1973~ Annual Report, .I 
I' . 

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.



r· 
I 

1 

f 

·,-"," ". t • 

I 

. !, 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 
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DAWN lOWMAN 
, Supervisor • AccounUng 

The Honorable Daniel L. Herrmann 
Chief Justice - Supreme Court 
Public Building 
wilmington, Delaware 19801 

October 10, 1973 

l t 11 KING STREET 
WllMING10N. DELAWARE 19801 

65&.9251 • EXT. 372 

RE: 1973 Annual Report 

Dear chief Justice: 

I herewith tender the third Annual Report of the Judiciary with 
statistical reports from all the courts. 

The Administrative Office of the Courts has heen in existence for 
a period of two years and progress has been slow but steady.. The 
office has produced and presented to the Governor and Joint Finance 
committee a unified type budget representing all the courts and the 
Annual Report which includes f~ve year raw figures of cuses filed per 
court plus cases pending on June 30, 1973. 

Next year's Annual Report should be more statistically complete 
reflecting the federally financed study in this area. The manual 
gathering of these statistics by this study group should lay the 
foundations when it comes for more accurate statistics and the projected 
electronic data processing implementation. 

The central goals of the Administrative Office of the Courts for the 
next fiscal year are as follows: 

1. Complete the transfer of the judicial payrolls to this office 
thereby creating a central payroll department for all courts. 
Where practical, existing support personnel will be transferred 
to this office. 

2. Comply with and augment the recommendation from the state Auditor, 
"that a system of personnel administration including in-service 
training programs for non-judicial and judicial personnel be 
formulated and administered throughout the State Judiciary as 
charged to the Director by ~he Long Range Courts Planning committee. 

3. Comply with and augment the-further recommendations hy the State 
Auditor that: 

a. Detailed records be maintained for all judicial and non-judicial 



personnel pertaining to sick leave, vacation time, 
compensatory time and hours worked. 

b. Tha't, consideration be given to the concept of central 
pUrchasing for the courts. 

I 
c. A physical inventory be taken of all the property belonging 

to the Judiciary separating same from that owned by the 
counties. 

In order for us 'to meet our goals, it is necessary for us to obtain 
additional personnel to expand into the areas that we have stated above 
and we are petitioning through our budget for three additional 
employees to carry out the state Auditors' recommendations and the 
recommendations of the Long Range Courts Planning Committee. 

1. A Planning, Research and Personnel Administrator 

2. A secretary - accountant 

3. Administrative Aide for the expansion of centrnl purchasing of 
comnon use items for the Judiciary and to obtain and maintain 
a physical inventory of all the property belonging to the 
Judiciary. 

In sUITmlation, the primary goal of the Administrative Office of the 
Courts is to administer all non-judicial tasks of the state Courts of 
Delaware and perform such other duties as may be assigned by the 
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Chief Justice and as may be necessary for the proper administration of thE 
courts in order to free the judges to pursue their judicial duties -=." 
uninhibited. 
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COURT OF LAST RESORT 

Suprome Court (1) 

tegal Authorization: '.rho Supreme Court is created by the 
Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, scction 1. 

GeOSH:.'aphic organizati.Ql1: The Supreme Court has state-wide 
jurisdiction and sits in Dover • 

~eg~J,~l.sdiction: '.l'his Court has final appellate jurisdiction 
in criminal cases where the penalty exceeds certain minimums and 
in civil cases as to final judgements and certain interlocutory 
decrees of Superior Court and Chancery Court. Appeals .are heard 
on the rCt,;lord from the SnFH:~rior Court and Court of Chancery. The 
Supreme Court has jurisdiction to issue writs of prohibition, 
quo warranto j ccrtiorari (md manc1amllS. 

Judg~.§.: 

Number The Supl:emo Court consists of n Chief Justice 
.and t".wo Asso(date Just.ices. 

Appointment - The \1usticos are apPOinted by the Governor 
on a bi-partisan basis with the consent of 
Uw Senate. 

Tenure - '1'110 Justices nrc appoint,ed for a 12 year term. 

Qualifications - Justices must be learned in the law. 

other J~dicial Personnel: 

Administrative Authority The Chief Justice has the 
authority to designate one or 
more of the State Constitutional 
Judges (including the Justices of 
f~e Supreme Court) to sit in the 
Court of Chancery or the Superior 
Court or the Statutory Courts to 
hear and determine causes in such 
courts and for such period of 
time as designated. 

Support Pe~~~ne~: The Chief Justice is responsible for the 
administration 'Of all courts in the State cind aPPOints a Director 
of the Administrative Office of the Courts to handle the non­
judicial aspects of courts management as well as secretaries, clerk, 
court reporter, law clerks, and a crier. 
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JUDICIARY 

Justice James B. Carey 
Edna Snowden, Secretary 

~ 

SUPREHE COURT 

Chief Justice Daniel L. Herrmann 
Jane Obold, Secretary 

Justice William Duffy 
Ruth Laird, Secretary 

to 
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SUPREHI: COURT 
JUDICIARY 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

Clerk of Court Bail:'ff 

T. E. Townsend tvesley Adkins 
Ann Ayrey, Secretary 

AD~lINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 
'" . 

John R. Fisher, Director 
Carol Walker, Secretary 

Edward v. L~fler, Court Planner 
Jeanette C. Honis, Secretary 

II~ ~ 

La~l Clerks 

1-"-;'chael J. Rich 
John A. Parkins 

~ 
, 
~ 

(Federally Funded) 

Dawn Bowman, Supervisor 
Mary Cooper, Clerk 
Sandra Cummings, Clerk 
Teren Gordon, Clerk 
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SUP~·1E COURT - CASES FILED - 5 YEAR PERIOD 
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I 
1.914 1913 I . . 

I 
GE~.L FmID 
DlSEm~':E= !;E??''J? 

SALApms . 
1. Judicial 105,710 .. 50 102,5~m.o:) 

2. Employees ?6,566.51 16,103.00 

E!;{PLOYMEl!;T caST'S - 0- to , 11'1537.00 

~~Or.tili SERV l.CES -0- ~ - :) -r. 
E: 

TRAYEr. 2.oi.L.91 i 1,,000.00 

CO!iTRACTUAL SERVICES 26,84S~.95 8,74~.OD 

SUPPLIES &: !-rA!l'h!HIl:U::S' 2,322 .. 35 6,751.).00 

CJ..PITAL 01W1AY 6,1;.33.69 1,196.00 

CEnSOR co!-m',t.'l''=::; 

Personal Services -0- -0-

T:r2.vP l -01- - c-

Contraotuel. -0- -0-

Supplies &. Mat. -0- -0-

GF.t:.!ID ':;.\}!'!J:. i 22~,931.971 215,031.00 

J I 
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10,"" .... j ~ 
i I 191,$ 1977 1978 1919 1960 -.,,(:;> 

GE:1E?~.L ~: 
I 

PROJEC..rED I rtE:~-zzr.3) 
i "'"'.....,..., L 

E!.O~.8~ p:::cnc·.::::1J ! P:..O.;.::.:r:::::;} r pp.oJ3c:ED 

I I 
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I 
127,O~o.co 154,431.00 , 162,153.00 133~403.00 t 140,013·00 : 1!~1 ,017 .00 I 

I .. 

28,81;.7.00 I 30,290.00 ( 

I 5'~~.O!) -0-

3.555.~o I 3947'J.~n , 

17 ,91)~.G:) 18,21~ .. DJ 
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8,snrJ.Oo 4,5'~.0;) 
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260.00 260.00 

. 
36:1, 331.0J 370,784.00 

31,80,5.00 I 33,395.00 

- 0- -0-

3,644.0:) 3,826.00 

19,129.0!} 20,OB.5.0!J 

9,212.00 9,613.00 

q.,118.00 5,011.0;) 

510 ~I~ .. "",?-J.., 510.00 

26D.OJ 260.00 

55r:-.oo 550.00 . 
260.00- 260.00 

3g0,121.0Q 391,153.00 

35,065.00 ~ 
-0-

4,017.00 

21,03.9.00 

10,157.00 

5,268.00 

51-).00 

260.00 

550 .. 00 

260.00 

,402,101.00 

36,818.00 

-o-

4,218.00 

22,11;.3.00 

~O,665.OO 

5,531.00 

-
510 .. 00 
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260.00 

413,608.00 
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COURTS OF GENERAl. JURISDICTION 

Court of Chancery (1 court system, 3 court locations) 

Legal Authorization.: The consti tution of Delaware, Article IV, 
Section 1; authorizes the Court o~ancery. ---

Geographic Organization: r:N1C Court of Chancery holds court 
in Wilmington, Dover, and Georgetown, that is, at one location in 
each county at the county scat. 10 Del. C. ~301 • 

Legal Jurisdiction: 'rno Court of Chancery has jur~sdiction to 
hear and determine all matters and causes in equity. 10 Del. C. ~341. 
The general equity jurisdiction of the Court is measu:red in terms 
of the general equity jurisdIction of the High Court of Chancery of 
Great Britain as it existed prior to the separation of the American 
Colonies. The Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, section 10; 
Glanding ,v. IndU!:lt.cial ~lrusF-60:-:28-DC\. Cll •.. 499,45 A.2d 553 (Supr. 
ct. 1945) t DuPont v. DuPont, 32 D~l. eh. 413, 85 A.2d 724 (Supr. ct. 
1951). The General Assembly may confer upon the Court of Chancery 
additional statutory jurisdi(:'tion. rl~he Cpnstit\.!tiol1._QJl Delaw~, 
Article IV, Section 17. In today's pra~tice, the litigation in the 
Court of Chancery largoly consists of: cOl:porate matters1 petitions 
concerning trusts, ostates, and other fiduciary matters; disputes 
involving real property such \is boundary and title disputes; commercial 
and contractual matters: and some arcas of domestic relations, 
particularly separate maintQnance. When issues of fact to be tried by 
jury arise, the Cour~ of ChQncery may order such facts to trial by 
issues at the Bar of the Superiol' Court. 10 D(~l. C. ~369. 

Judges,: 

Number - There arc one Chancellor and two Vice-Chancellors 
who hold the Court of Chancery. 1.h..c!...Q9llstitution 
of Delaware, Article IV, Section 2 and 10, 10 Del. C. §Ior:---

Appointment. - The Chancellor ar.<i Vice-Chnncellors are 
appoint:cd by tho Governor with the consent 
of the majority of the Senate's elected members. 
The Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, 
Section 3.' ----

Tenure - ~lha Chancellor and Vice-Cht:mcollors serve 12 year 
terms. The Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, 
Section 3. 

(lualifications - 'rhe Chancellor and Vice Chancellors must be 
learned in the law. The Constitution of 
Delawerq, Article 10, Section 2. 
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Support Personnel: The Chancellor may appoint Court Reporters, •• -#' ... , 

Bailiffs, Criers and Pages, and Law Clerks. 10 Del. q. ~§322, 326, .. I 
329. Eaoh of the uudges may appoint one'office secretary. 10 Del. C. I r 

~323. I .. " _! 
An elected Register in Chancery of each county is Clerk of the 

Court. of Chancery. for that county. The Constitution of Delaware, 
Article 3, Seotions 22 and 23. 
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COURT OF CHANCERY 

JUDICIARY 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

Sec/Receptionist/Bailiff 
Carol Frabizzio 

Court Reporters 

Henry D. Skogmo, Chief 
J. El!:ward Varallo 

"Marion Wagner, secretary 
Dorothy Cordell, secretary 

Law Clerks 

John H. Small 
Michael A. Heehan 

COURT OF CHANCERY CASES FILED - 5 YEAR PERIOD 
COMPILED FROM QUARTERLY REPORTS OF REGISTERS IN CHANCERY 

500 

400 

300 

288 

200 

zoo 

354 

llOTES: l. On June 30 ~ l!i 7 3 ~ thel?e 
were 584 cases pending. 

2. The case fiaures do not; 
include many ~i3ceZlaneous 
matters handled by the Court. 
There ~ere l~286 hearings 
during the year involving 
Guardianships~ Aecounting~ 
etc.~ of uhich 32 ~ere pending 
on June 30~ 7,973. 

339 

O __ ~ ________ ~ ________ ~ ________ ~ ________ ,-________ ~ __ 

1969 1970 1971 1972 7,973 

CASES FILED IN' THIS COURT FOR 1973 INCREASED BY 17.7% OVER 1969 
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I 

Superior court (1 cou~t system, 3 court locutions) 

J.!egn;LP.~lO.l·,~~Si_o.n.: Thc COl'S ti tu tion of Delawaro I Article 
IV I Scction 1 nutholjiz(;1l,3 tho SUl)(11,'ior Court • 

.Q.Q..~grtmh.:!:SLP.~,.llilni~Q.t~.2u.: S08sions of the 8nporior Court 
are hald tn each of the thra~ eountics at tho countY-Rcat. 

IlegQ.Li!llr.l..!}fl.t~1-",~i~9Jlt This Court;, han st:atc-wHle ori<jinal 
jurisdiction OVOl': criminal nnd Cl Vi 1 t':uuscs I c:x:C'ept oqui ty cnusos 
over which the Court of ChanG(\ry hnn mmlusive jurindiction~ 
Tho Court has exclusive jurisdiction ovor fcl{m~es and dru9 
offenses (cxccptitl\jthoso offcnEj(w involvintl minors) und 
jurisdictj,on over ndnvLiol'w and cOl:mina tion or l;)ut:'enLul rights 
formerly (~xcroi9Q(1 by tho Ot'phan In Ctmrt wan transferred 
exc:lusively to t;.hio COtU'to SUl'oriot' cou!.,t han jut'isdict.ionto 
hear appct\ls ft'om tho court 01'; C;Qmmon PleaB. ApIJCals from 
Alderman I s Courts nnd tlw Jt'wtico of the Pcace COUl:t. nrc hf4\tu::'d us 
trials do novo in tho Superior Court. Canos up,Peulod frcm\ Lho 
Sup~rior Court arc hOurd on the rocnrd in the Supreme court • 

Number f.L'ht~t·e nrc OlCVOl'l .ludgf'B 01'10 f)f vlhom in Pl:~(2oident 
\1udUfJ wi t.h ultimate numinist'rallon rC!.lponsilJility 
fur tho COtu't. 

Appointmtmt - 'l'he GOVet'l1CJl: appointG SUl'H.1riol." Court Judges 
wi th the (!UlHHmt of tho Sonatt1. 

lJ.lenuro - '.rho Jue1qos servo 12 year terms. 

QualifiCations - '1lho ,rm.lqco must be lCt\!~nQd in the law. 

pUJ?l2.Q!:!.J?'pJ;s.HJl!Wl: 'rho Suporior Court may aPI-Joint court: 
reporters, law clerl<.s, boi1iffo, prO-£1Clltenco officers and Hll 
Offic:o oec:rotary for oach Jud~Q. 

An elected ProlhOl,otary of oach county scrvoo as Clerk of 
the Superior Court. in his c'lounty. 'Llho Prothonotary is the recorcl 
keeper of the S\:\parior court und, as such, the Prothonotary is 
directly involvod with the t:ourt calenc1ar, jury list l court. oxhibits, 
property liens, registarinq law stuClents and attorneys, Qustodian 
of fees for the courts, and custodian of fees for tho Attornoy General. 
Functicms of the Prothonotary's Offic:e are divided into eeven 
categories: namely, Administrative, Civil, Judgements and Executions, 
Criminal, Adoptiono nnd Terminations, court Related, and Indic:ing ot 
Judgements" Further, the Prothonotat'y I s Of fic:e is charged wi th tho 
security, c:are, and custody of Court mthibi'ts. 

r 
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JUDICIARY 

Hon. Andre~ D. Christie 
.. 

N~ Castle County Resident Judge 
Cbarlotte Paolino, Secretary 

Associate Judges 

SUPERIOR COt;:<! 

Hon. Alhert J. Stiftel 

President Judge 

Ann Lafferty, Secretary 

Hon. George R. Wriaht 

Kent County Resident Judge 
Janet L. Case, Secretary 

A2.-sociate Judge 

Hen. John J. McNeillv 

Sussex County Resident Judge 
Ida Mae Ellis, Secretary 

Associate Judge 

Han. Claud L. Tease 

~I Q . 

.... 
en 

Hon. Robert c. 0' Hara 
Doris Myers, Secretary 

Hon. William G. Bush, III 
Rosemary K • .McCoy, Secreta't'Y Mary Ellen Greenly, Secretary 

Han. Vincent A. Bifferato 
Betty Gilson, Secretary 

Han. Clarence W. Taylor 
Evelyn L. Diehl, Secretary 

Han. Joseph T. Walsh 
Linda Reimer, Secretary 

Han. Bernard P. Balick 
JUdith Ferrara, Secretary 

rr f --I {""-1 ·'1 rill r - ~ f', r ./ C'" -r r----1 ;-'--'1 r -"I ;--1 rf t( :-11 rill 
; t.\ :, r ,"' ,: • '- ._ ,.:,. :t;; .,~""",_ : ~,.....,......,..,... ___ . 1'; 

\ ~-' .. 11.1-.. I'-~ I ~A~~.~'" ...... _. 
I' • i 

~ - [ ---1 1 

J~~!~~tR~V ________ _ 
;.;tn:~t'v:nT ?LRS(tNNEL 

~~-sentence Office 

Frank TO' Hiller, Ccuef 
Dvnald (,,' Connor 
Linden Ballance 
William G. Echols 
Steven E. Lee 
Ralph ~. f::''1Ictts, Jr .. 
Horac~ B. W~lley 
Charles G. Allen 
Robert D.. DO~"nes 
B3rbara :·S.. Pizzala 
~!ona Bayard 

ViCK_e L. Lally, Secretary 
Ivone Panaccione, Secretary 
Norma Jean Trl.bbett, Secretary 
Dorothy V. Evans, Secretary 
Carol Edwards, Secrotary 
Carolyn Freed, Secretary 
Patr1cia HQrn~ng, Secretary 

SUPE~IOR COLTRT 

Tr:nl Court Acl~inistraror 

Frederick Klrch 
L~is DeWolfe, secretary 
Michael Indellini, Accountant 
Irma ~'Jh~ t.t.ington, Recept~on.ist 

Court Re~orters 
-.~-----

C·:orris D. Pearson, Ccief 
~clores Blevi»s, Secretary 
E~t.ty J. Gleason 
Gt~ry S. F:iuelc .... n.tz 
Donald l'-1. !·1a t th<S~lS 
David G. ~eddings 
';act;. 1'. W;:~ ... te 
r.::o:::srt tv. tvilcox, Sr .. 
Ed~ard N. H~wk!ns 
Rebert F.. !·~arshall 
El iZdi::eth (. !·hlley 
Debra A. Gr1ff~th 
~.;illia:l Colvin 
John White, Jr. 
'f'necdere Roloff 

George Ackerman, Secretary 
~~isc111a Stachlik, S~cretary 
"':~~net l·1.. Barr 

Jury cc~~issio~ers 

Thc=uas F. Bayard, III 
John N. !-!cD~ ..... eli 
William B .. M~tten 
John F.. l~!cDonald 
Walt~r Betts 
Ralph L. Swain 

? f"'--~'- : "11...1 I 
.. --- ~ ~ 

B'3.il:ffs 

Carl Derrick, Ch~ef 
~~ltor G. D~rr811 
~.:~ U.l.a."n F. ,Lavis , Sr. 
CG;.:::--: ~::.~e E~ Ii:rrrjit:3 
t';illia::: A. L:mdon 
Jear .. L. !.\4ff 
Ri ta r'f:~~,5.f:er-:t .. 
t·~i.chael 'fl-r:t~";ski 
~chn F. Wc~t~~r.gtc~ 
St~nford ~~T. ti':lli,arns 
Scl:n G. JQster 
Earl E. Clark 
L!i7.lra Hic?-.!":~n 
John E. Storey 
Dc lcres Caa ,:i~·;ick 
r·:~:1£].lne Pc:~~t?ll 
Passell Jcnes 

,Ho';r:ard c. [;.aT}'is 

Lat~ Cler~ 

Eichard ZaPF3. 
c:~~ "':''':5 S!:~·d~rr;an 
Ja::es C. Breck 
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SUP~RIOR COURT - CIVIL A~D CPJMINAL_ CASES FILED - 5 YEAR PERIOD ! r 

i' 

1,0.,000 

". 8., 000 
,. 

~ 

6.,000 

5642 

4.,000 
4085 4105 

2., 000 

l557 

() 

1969 1970 

8298 

6570 

408l 

2489 

1977, 1972 1973 

NOTES: 

Civil - C1 

There are 2.,757 
eases pending in 
various stages of 
l,itigation. 

if' .. • '"" ",r1-m1-na[,-
There are Z.,1..20 
qase~ pending at 
various stages of 
the proeedure. 

PLUS 

7,.,565 eases in the 
tlCommitting Magis­
trates'l Pi les. 

"OTfT,~CA?ES FlfED ll} THISrCOURT, FOR tHE PE~OD 1969 THROUGH 1973 INCREASED BY 47% 
i.- ... - J 

4~ - " .. -' .{ 
t r --. !'- ) ,- r- .' 

~ , 
'----.> 

sm·lI-!ARY OJ? SDPERI~COURT BUDGh"T 02.. Q,3.. aruL 

1973 1974 .. . 1975 1976 1977 I 1978 1919 1980 
> GEl:I8.RA.L FillID G~EP..AL FthID 

,...... ~ 

I 

! , 
i , 'DISBURSE-:E:;T APPItOP .. F.E~t1ES;:SD PF..oJ.ECTED proJECTED PRO.u;CTED PROJECTED PROJECTED i 

.. 
t 

SALA.RIBS .. 
i I 

1. . Judicial 3481 547.85 ~:. f ;:30. GJ 341,5:;J~011 3'"? C"'''1: .,,,,,1 .31~1 , ~~O. ao 341,5J~.OOl 341 ,sOO. 00' 342.500.00 ..:...r ..... ,""".J..." .... .JE 

6,;';0::>.001 
! 

2. 9,000.00 I ,n-"" I , 
Jur,y COKmissioner9 6 (H-,<) 0:"\; 6,C:JO.OC 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 '''''- • v 6,0"-,,,,,.00;: 

I 6~:3 ..... J .R~ f , , I ! 
851,193,,0:;1 ;';' -~,. A'~ 2~"" 0",1 3. Employees .L ,~.~.!. ~ c6o!3.;s ... JO. 782 • 3e.L~ ,:)0 I w":'''', ...,;v. Ji e579154.0~ 924,194.00 962,345.00 . -, I i t 1 

I 
I 

4. Part-tiI::!e - 0-
, 

- .J - .'"" - 0 - - 0 - " - 0-
,... 

-0-! -v- , I -v-

i 
. i r, , 

"I~7 ::76 oc f El:'!P10n1E!lT COSTS 2,507.52 134,707.00, -:; ! - c' c. " ... 1 -"';n "","- ~-t 159,692.0:: ~?6,060.00 18h.B63.00 ..i.44, ';...r~:"';. «;_M_t v_-", - ._ .. <. Uii . "',_4',",,""'..w'. 01... ~ -.- , , ...... - . 
! ~ ~ 

~ I i 
PERSO!l~.L SER'/ICBS ~:: 3"1''''' rr"i 34,!)J~.c:;! ! 7 '-'Y on i ~,. ~~ .~" cl x:~ A c::>i '"'$ ',..,- "J 57.129.00 r)9.98t;.hr) i ..,"'" -,-j-t?'1 4 .... ...; __ -., v 0.:.9,].,:...<.)-- J ,:_ ..... -. :;''*'t4''.Jj.:.J-

• ! ( J i J 
t 

. ! • . 
TR.4."'vEL .. q 7(",'"' ~'51 9 C~o 1'1'1)\ 20~:::'.C:! f 21,~~~.CJ: 22,05G'.OO~ 23,153·00 24,311.00 25,527.00 .~,,' l! _..L • ...,. ,,, .\J_' ~ 

CO:r:rRACTrrAL S=!P.VICES· I f 

, 
i I . 

Other 31 :r 224.l1 33,2!)).OJ "''' 86'"' "0\ ;;'7, . <:;.'¥ (:;2 R"' .... 0,...1 ..... ''''''::'.:>. vi 65,999.00 69,298.0J 72,763.00 76,401.00 

I 
! , , 

Juxy Fees 342,498.96 300,000.CO - 0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0--
SUPPLIES & FJt'i'liliI.ALS 13,713.97 13,800.00 15,500.00 16,215.00 

_ I 
17,O~9·cor 17,943.00' 18, 840.0C 1.9y782.00 

~ 
i 

CAPITAL O!J!l'LAY 45,542.35 29,100.00 77,sao.oo 16,734.00 80,570.601 81..,599.00 a8,829.0( 93,210.00 

r -
I 

GRJ..ND TOTAL 1,462,354.81 1,568,145.00 1,494,672.00 1,542,082.00 1,595,910.00 1,651,732.00 1,109,626.0( 1, 769,673.4~ 
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. COURTS OF COr1~10N PLEAS 
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Courts of Limited Jurisdiction 

Courts of Common Pleas (3 county courts) * 
Legal Authorization: These Courts are authorized by 10 

Delaware Code Sec. 1501, 10 Delaware Code Sec. 1301 and 10 
Delaware Code Sec. 1601. 

Page 21 

Geographic Organization: There is a Court of Common Pleas 
in each of the three counties. 

Legal Jurisdiction: The Common Pleas Courts' have concurt'Emt 
jurisdiction with the Superior Court in civil actions where the 
amount involved, exclusive of interest, does not exceed $2,500. 
The criminal jurisdiction of these Courts does vary among the 
counties. They have jurisdiction of all misdemeanors except drug­
related off~nses occurring outside the City of Wilmington. In 
New Castle County all cases are tried without a jury. Upon demand 
for trial by jury the action is commenced in the superior Court. 
In Kent ?nd Sussex Counties there is a rIght to trial by jury in 
the Common Pleas Courts. Appeals are on the record to the Superior 
Court of the respective counties. 

Judges: 

Number - There are four Judges of the Common Pleas Courts. 

Appointment - In each county the Judges are appointed by 
the Governor, however, in New Castle County 
they must be approved by the Senate. 

Tenure - The Judges serve 12 year terms. 

Qualifications - The Judges must be learned in the law. 

Support personnel: The Courts of Common Pleas may appoint 
clerks, bailiffs, court reporters, and secretaries. 

*During the first week of August, 1973, the Delaware Legislature 
and the Governor authorized the court of Common Pleas to be a 
state-wide court with a Chief Judge. The amount involved in 
civil actions was raised to $3,000 . 
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JUDICIARY 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Hon. Robert H. Wahl, Chief Judge 

Beulah Goldsborough, Secretary 

Hon. A~~ur F. DiSabatino 

New Cast~e County Resident Judge 
Carol Schatzman, Secretary 

~ ~ I" I ~~ J-' i ';1 
~ ~ 11 -~ .. 

__ :x __ ",-1Ift' . , . 

Hon. Merrill C. Trader 

Kent County Resident Judge 
Mary Elyn Massey, Secretary 
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JUDICIARY 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

New Castle County 

Court Clerks 

Alexander DeStefano 
Carole Kirshner 
Sylvia Snyder 

Court Reporters 

David Rudney 
Lloyd Adams 

Stena/Typist 

Ann Pineaul t 
Julia Giacoir~ 
Maryanne Hairsine 
Helen Omlor 
Phyllis Goldstein 

Bailiffs 

George Brown 
Richard Hurst 

=."",,,,,,, 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Kent County 

Court Clerks 

Joyce Burnett 
Betty Ja."Ues 
Terry Tieman 

Court Reporter 

Eileen Murawski 

Bailiffs 

I~ary I-lcFaul 
George Manlove 

Hon. Paul E. Ellis 

Sussex County Resident Judge 
Katherine Truitt, Secretary 

......, .. -

1--'1 ---1 r --1 r-- 1 
I 
1 

1 ~ 1 1 

Sussex County 

Court Clerks 

Rodney J. Campbell 
Ann D. !-1essick 
Le~tie Pettyjohn 
Vera Elliott 

Court Reporter 

Raymond Kenney 

Bailiff 

Elizabeth Boyd 
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Ii ~I CO'Ur?!'S OF CO!·='=·1:.t:: PLE.?.s - C!'":!!. E;.J) CR!:·lIN;iL CriSES FILED - 5 YEAR PERIOD 
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4~(}(J() 

3 3 0JO 

2,300(} 

1-,3000 
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~2rc :3 ZSP ~aGas .. ~. .. 
;~~~:n: zr. v~p~ous 

Q 

I:\,) 
.::.. 

$t..:::~s or ,:"til:at£~'): .. - -

::: ;;;'~,t;) c..',, __ _ 

4,) S8t" 

S,3'i''l$ 

2.,328 

Civil 
/329 

z~ 700 
l~ 4et) 

Z3 484 

1-969 1970 1-971- 1.972 1.973 

1,.,~.,.,.,.: ~ .... : 
_ ..... i..-' ..... ~ ........ .... 

,,],,: 6;/3:1/73 there 
~ert:1 S83 ~::.ses 
::;cl:d£. ,;.(1. - ~ 
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r 
s;J:.:z.!tJtY OF C01!R2 OF cm:·:C!I PLE..ftS FOR THE STATE OF 

llELAW!;F.E - md com;:;:.! 

1913 1914 . " 1915 191£ 1917 
GE!iE?J"Js ~"D I GEi~J':.L FJ.:3 
DlSEiur~3E:~S::T !lPP20? 

'-'9""!' _.,.... ..... 

PE.:JEC::9 PRJJEO:;;:;:;D ''''''''~''~iI!''''''''''W''~ .. f ........... ,q. ~ .... -- • 
SAL.ARIES I 
1. Ju!lge 26,093.19 !2~,~::~.~D 23,(0) .. 0:; 23,0:10.0:; 23,000 .. 00 

2. Erop1o:,rees 3$,)9:).0,3 35,79~.:rJ 
f 

1;2,21L.CJ t 1;4,119.100 46,1)0.00 

3· Part-t:iI:e 8,168.89 '0 lor. "'t'" I ... , , wt.'_'iIIi' 1l.,66~.03 i 12,243.0)) 12,855.00 . 
1 

1,$U8.0J 8,18:>.00 9,394.00 10,052.00 EM.Pt1)~;T COSTa - C, -

PERSO~AL S~qvICES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

TRAVEL 58).43 ,no.oo 1,5:;0.00 1,605.00 1,111.00 

CO:.l!RAcrol>.L SErtV!CES I . 

Other 5,196.03 S,soo.C!) 6,150.00 ' 6,531.00 1,042.00 

Jur:; Costs 42,031.02 28,0;;0.,00 -0- -0- -0-

SUPPLIES &: MA"l'r.!.'tD.LS 1,004.36 1,200.00 , ~n'1, "''' .... ",.,tJJ.J;,.,;v 1,391.00 1,488.00 

CAPITAL 01JTLAY 500.13 1,200 .. 00 1,603.00 I :1,680.00 1,764.00 . 

. 

GRAlIDTOTAL 119,561.13 119,208.00 102,264 .. 00 106,013.00 1:10,048.00 

BUDGE2 ...QZ 06 002 

:1918 :1919 

PROJE';1ED PROJEO'BD 

29,000.00 29,000.00 

48,121.00 50,111 .. 00 

13,498.00 14,113.0() 

10,156.00 1:1,509.00 

-0- -0-

1,8)1.00 1,966.00 

1,535.00 8,062.00 

-0- -0-

1,592.00 1,103.C-O 

:1,852.00 :1,945.00 

" 

114,191.00 1:18,529.00 

. 
:1980 

, 
! 

! 
PROJECTED ' 

29,000.00 

52,262.00 

14,882.00 

12,315.00 

-0-

2,104.00 

, 

8,626.00 

-0-

1,822.00 

2,042.00 

:123,053.00 
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f 
i ~ b .. :?art-ti!:e .II> 

- 0 - -0- -0- ~ -0- -0- -0-
/0 I 27,1;2,3.0:) f 

Ii 
·1 

EMPL{»'YM.E!r? COZll-S -0- 36,110.0J 37,914.00 39,810.00 41,801.00 

PERSO!tl'.L SERVICES 67~.30 2SVO.OO 4"JD.O;) 4,725.'00 4,961.00 5,209.00 

TRAVEL 1,999 .. 18 1,25:>.00 I 5 o::;'>rto on , ,,:wI. v 5,303.00 5,558.00 5,846.00 

CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 9,085.15 9,600.00 20,350.00 21,368.00 22,435.0:) 23,551.00 

SUPPLIES & l-1ATERIALS 2,0$4.01 3,900.00 $,850.00 6,143.00 6,450.00 6,113.00 
r 

CAPITAL OUTLAY 2,463.20 12,800.00 5,500.00 10,000.00 13,000.00 16,000.00 

. 

GRAND TOTAL 205,002.15 251,214.00 305,698.00 330,,453.00 352,225.00 379,186.00 
-

- I ',. I I .; .~ 
-:-;/ I I - II II 

"'II'","",-~ 
..... if "-f 

-JI'uri/ 

It 

t-:) 
C", 

:?S~ 

~ --"I\-~ i P, ---.. -~'_:,.a 
~ ...... ~ ..... ~"" ....... ~ :F?:~JE~ED 

r:~ t:,,, (lni i ~!l :::00 CO 
U -).<fr~""'· -- \i j,:;ov;'.otW •. 

~ 
~ 

I 
29,000.00 I 29,000,,00 

! 

24,1,500.00 1 251S00.00 

-0- -0-

43,891.00 46,096.00 

5,469.00 5,71;2.00 

6,138.00 6,445.00 

24,735.00 25,912.00 

7,111,~OO 7,465.00 

19,000.00 22,000.00 

. 

406,344.00 433,710.00 

f , i 
, 

~ 
SE·:·!ARY OF COURT OF cc;rz{Qu PLEAS FOR THE STATE OF 

DELAWARE - SUSSEX comt:FI 
:30~ 0206 003 

1973 1974 . . 1915 
GE:;ERlJ., mtD GE:iE?.AL FiJ"::B 
DISBUF.5E:·Z;:2 M-Ff.JJ? F£aJB5~'@ 

SAL/ilUES 

29.0u').O(l / 1. .Judge 28,125.00 29,000.00 

2. EE:rolo:reeD l;?,983.93 1;1,622 .. 00 51,002.0l} I 

3. Part-tke , 4,111.25 4,494.00 l 3,640.00 

EMPLJJYME!;T caSiS -0- 9,151.00 12,023 .. 00 

PEP.sO!fAL SERVICES 50 .. 00 -0-
i 

200.00 J 

TRAVEL -0- 31.00 • 1,15().oo 

CO!iTRACw~.L SERVICES 

Other 4,)06.00 5,00o.co 9,030.00 

Jury Coots 21;,,714.20 18,000.00 -0-
, 

SUPPLIES &: Hfi ... tERIALS 2, 393.19 2,000.00 2,600.00 
I 

CAPITttL OUTLAY I 840.84 1,100.00 1,915.00 

I 

GRAND ro?AL 101,590.01 110,40'4.00 116,625.00 
. 

---~.;;o;;ii;J;;;-'-='---. -~~==::::::::== 
~ 

-97 (:.. .lI. ..... 1971 1918 

Pr:GJE~IJ :rE.C'JEC'.t:ED PrtOJE3TED 

2J,'J~'l.OD , 29,000.00 I 29,000.00 

59,51:-3.CO 62,093.00 64,740•00 

),8:':2.00 4,013.00 4,214.00 

12,623.00 .' 13,2€D.OO 1),923.00 

2.00.00 250.00 250.00 

1,150.00 1,250.00 1,250.00 

. 

9,)01.00 9,,80.00 I 9,861.00 

-0- -0- -0-

2,618 .. 00' 2,155.0{) 2,841.00 

1,000.00 1,000.00 2,500.00 

I 
119,289.00 123,199.CO 128, 555.CO 

-----------""'''''",-->---,-, 

1919 

PROJE{'''J.:iID 

29,000.00 

61,468 .. 00 

4,425.00 

14,619.00 

250.00 

1,500.00 

10,16).00 

-0-

2,926.00 

1,000.00 

131,3$1.00 

I 

I 
, 

1930 ~ • 
I 

PROJECTED .. 

29,000.00 

70,214.00 

4,6,46.00 

15,}50.00 

250.00 

1,500.00 

# 

10,468.00 

-0-

3,014.00 

1,000.00 

135,502.00 
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Page 29 

Family court 

Legal Authorization: See Family Court Act. 10 Delaware 
Code 901. 

Geogra~hic Organization: The Family Court is a unified 
state-wide Court which sits in each of the three counties. 

~egal Jurisdiction: The Jurisdiction of the Court is non­
exclusive. The Family Court has jurisdiction in dependency, 
neglect, and delinquency of children, support of adult and 
juvenile dependents, child corruption and inter-family crimes 
(excluding folol'lies). Appeal!:! may be made de novo to ~he 
Superior Court. Certain offenses are triable by jury. 

Judge~: 

Number - Thore are ten Judges of equal judicial authority. 
One of the Judges shall be the Chief Judge. 

Appointment - The Judges are appointed by the Governor 
with the approval of the Senate. 

l.'enure - Tho Judges serve a 12 year term. 

Qualifications - Judges must have legal training with 
five years experience as an attorney and 
demonstrate a special in~~rest in the 
knowledge of child-family relationships. 

other Judicial Personnel: certain cases may pe heard by . 
Masters and their decisions are self-enacting unless a Judge dis­
agrees or a defendant asserts his right to a hearing de novo 
conducted by a Judge. 

Support personnel: The Court employs clerks, a probation 
dept., a Director of Treatment Services, an accounting dept., and 
a staff training officer. 
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JUDICIARY 

Hon. Joseph P. Hurley 
New Castle County Resident Judge 
Mary Mowday, Secretary 

Associate Judges 

Hon. Elwood F. Melson, Jr. 
Ann Botto, Secretary .. 
Hon •. Herbert L. Cobin 
Nanc~ Kaper, Secretary 

Hon. Roxana C. Arsht 
Loretta Neylan, Secretary 

~--
Hon. Robert w. Wakefield 
Virginia Kelly, Secretary 

Hon. Daniel F. Kelleher 
Irma Minutola, Secretary 

1\o1asters 

Nathan Rosbrow 
Helen S. Balick 
Haram w. Warder 
Kenneth W. Singleton 

-- __ 11-
i1 , 

FAMILY COURT 

Hon. William C. Gordon 
Chief Judge 

Carol Strannahan, Secretary 

Hon. Roger D. Kelsey 
Kent County Resident Judge 
Karen Price, Secretary 

Associate Judge 

Hon. James M. Faulkner 
Vacant, Secretary 

Masters 

James H. Hughes III 
William S. Lee 

-~-h-

L 

'"'~ t.-:.. __ 
t.....-...:=:-.:J ~~--" 

. FA14ILY COURT 
JUDICIARY 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

Administrator - 1 Director of Treatment Services 
1 Administrative Secretary 

New Castle County 

1 Chief Supervisor 
2 Administrative Assistants 
2 CO~nselor of Support 
1 Administrative Service Officer 
4 Counselor I 
3 Support Officers 
4 Social Service Administrator 

11 Counselors II 
2 Accounting Clerks 
1 Accountant 
3 Clerk Steno 
4 Clerks 
3 Machine Operators 
1 Clerk of Court 
2 Deputy Clerks 
1 Process Server 
7 Bailiffs 
2 Legal Steno 
1 Secretary 
1 Telephone Operator 
2 Social Service Specialists 
1 Receptionist 

21 Clerk Typists 
1 Custodial Worker 

1 Deputy DirectoF of Treatment 
2 Staff Training Officers 
2 Administrative Assistants 
1 Director of Support 
2 Accountants 
2 Accounting Clerks 
1 Clerk Typist 
3 Secretaries 

Kent County 

1 Chief Supervisor 
1 Counselor of Support 
1 Social Services Administrator 
1 Support Officer 
1 Clerk of Court 
1 Accounting Clerk 
1 Deputy Clerk 
1 Bailiff 
5 Counselors 
1 Legal Steno 
3 Clerk Steno 
3 Clerk Typists 

Hon. Robert D. Thompson 
Sussex County Resident-Judge 
Grace Davis, Secretary 

Master 

A. Dean Betts 

r --'--

--:: 

? i: -~ - j. 

Sussex County 

1 Chief Supervisor 
1 Support Officer 

! 

1 Social Service Specialist 
2 Social Service Adm. 
1 Adm. Service Officer 
2 Clerk Stena 
3 Clerk Typists 
1 Clerk of Court 
1 Deputy Clerk 
1 Bailiff 
2 Accounting Clerks 
1 Secretary 
4 Counselors 

tt1 
III 
to 
(I) 

w .... 

~ 

:t!-

td 
~ 
to 
(I) 

w 
0\ 

n 
~ ), 

L 
Ll 
l~ 

~ 
~ 
IJ 
1; 
l' 
t' 
i" II 
!; 
Ii 

r 
j: 
r 
I: 
h 
~ 
I 
I 
l 
I; 

r. 
i 
I 

!. 
t. 
I' 

f 
I 

r 
t 
f 
! 
! 

I 
I 
J 
1 

I 
I 
I , 



Z8~(JCJ 

, 
l6~O(J0 

lA~ 000 

1 
],2~ 000 

7,0~000 

0 

FNULY COURTS - CASES FILED - 5 YEAR PERIOD 
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lZ~787 

7,969 Z970 Z977, 7,972 1-973 
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5 AI. ARIES 

1. Judicial 

II '1 ~, 1 ,~ 1 ~ t ~ f. _ ~ I, i I: I : ~ r -.;~ , ~ .~ ~. j 

I 

s~·:q:.:rr OF 

1973 I 
GENERAL FOrIDI 
DISBURS:g.~lT I 

1974 

liPPROP. 

"'Al"1TLY COURT 

1975 f 
i GEi.OOA.L Fm.\.D; 
P.E~UE3T2D 

2976 1977 

P?OJEC'.l'ED PROJE~'TlED 

EUDGm QZ.. Q§... QillL 

1978 1979 

PROJECTED PROJECTED 

i I 

1980 

PROJECTED i 

I ' , I , 

277,708.00: 272,000.00: 272,000.00; 272,000.oq 272,000.00) 272,000.Oq 272,000.OC 272,000.00 
I
, i ' 

I I ,i! 
2. Employees 11,120,382.001 1,214,189.00: 1,28B,954.00 1,389,778.0q 1,506,102.00 1,630,569.00 1,763,748.0g 1,9061250.00 
I' I I I • I 

3. Part-time I 32,910.00\ 5,000.00! - 0 - ! - ° - · - 0 - - ° - - ° - - ° -
EMPLOYMEUT COSTS 

PERSONAL SERVICES 

I, I : , i I 
- 0 - 238,243.00;,' 207,210.0°1 267, 562.0q 296,473.00,' 311,886.00 334,718.0~ 352,116.00 

I I J I I i 46,995.oq 48,600.00; 65,350.00 67,637.0 72,304.00 75,847 .00 81,156.0~ 85.13~.OO 
I I 
I ! 

34,194.00 35,870.00 , 17, 548.0C 10,000.00 30,905.001 31,987.0C 38, 381.0C 40,262.00 
I 

307, 870.0C 
I 

396, 369.00\ COh~CTUAL SERVICES 327,300.00 h1Ot810.0C 439,156.oq 460,675~od 
1 
I 

493,296.0~ 517,468.00 

SUPPLIES & MATERIALS 25, 816.oc 24,450.0(; 40,,60.00 41,980.0q 44,877.0q 47,076.0~ 50,371.0~ 52,839.00 

45,980.0C 13,aOo.cd 
i 

CAPITAL OUTL.fj,Y 39,,08.00 2o~oa~.oc . I , 
20,OOO.oq 20,OOO.OC 20,OOO.0~ 20,000.00 

.. I 
DEBT SERVICE: 

I 
I 

PrinCipal - 0 - 12,00O.O( 12,000.00, - 0- I - ° - - 0 - - 0 - - 0-
i 

Interest - 0- 10,698.m: 9,990.0~ -° - I 
, 

NATaL Cm1F.E:Rm;CE 1,48B.Oc -0- -° - -° -
o - - ° - - ° - - 0 -

=----, 
I . I - ° - - 0 - - 0- I - 0 -

I 
i 

1 

I I I 
I i I 

GRAlID TOTAL 1,876,697.0( 2,176,280.0{ 2,422,846.0C 2,501,754.oq I r1 I 
2,685,106.0q 2,853,923.0~ 3,053,67QOO~3,246,o68.00 

. 
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Courts of Limited Juriodiction 

Justice courts (13) 

~icSIa~ AuJ:.!l9.ll.z,iltion: '1'hooo COUl~tG arc authorized by the 
Constl. tutl.Orl of Del i..\\Y'ar e I Article lV I Sl'ction 1. 

G~0J1~:.~ls=9~;.!atiQll: The jurisdiction of tho Courts is 
state-wide und 000010ns are hold throughout tho Stato, 3 in Kont 
CO\~nty, and :; ouch in New C\.wtl(· .. Uh..1 Smmox COUl)tidS. Ii'1fteen 
Courts arc authorized, but only thirteon of thoDe aro operativo, 

!,(~gul \luriHdiction: 'l'hl' \llUJtit~ .. \ of tho PNl~O Ceut'to huve 
juriSdIction ov't;r-"Civrr eUHl~G in which 't;,he nmount in controversy 
docs not oxcoud $1,500. In all JUUti~0 of the Ponce courts 
except cmo in Wilmington, criminal ju:t'indiction in oxer{~iood. 
'1'h080 Courts ul.'O iJ.uthorh~t'd to hmu: minor mindomcanoro nn,d motor 
vohiclo cancs (tm~l\ll1in!f fel(n\i(·ll) ;uHl mny \H~t as committing 
mnqiotratt.:>o ff)!' "t11 \~l,·inH'G. Him'L' ,1tu:;tiIZP e)f thtJ Pen{~c courts 
arc not Courts of record, appealo may be taken de novo to tho 
SUPOl;' ior Court. 'l'he !.mbj l'et rna t t;.Pt' j urisdiet:ion. of t~ho \luotico 
of tho PC';.l~(, COllt'to in Uh"lt'od with tho C\lurta nf Common Ploas. 

NumUL'r ... 'l'ht'ru tH~e :,3 miltJ iHtr."at,on authorhmd, 51 presontly 
GOrvill<j full time. 

AppointIDPnt - 'l'ho mU\J j ntrll h\G aro appoin tQd by tho Govornor 
\\'it1\ aonai:e appc(')Vul. 

'l'onurL~ ... rrhl~ nl<l~Jiot rtlt~olJ dro nppointed for a four yoar 
term. 

Qun1ificutionu - Age 21, resident of the State of Dolnwnro 
il)\(1 the ccmnty \Y'horo you arc applying for 
a vacancy_ 

SUPt}ort Person.noA: A Deputy Admini9trutor for tho Justice 
of tho poace Courtn is appointod by tho C;ovornor with Sonn:tc 
approval. An Ass.l.otrmt Deputy Adminiotrntor nssistotho Doputy. 
Tho Stato providcs Chicf Clorlcs, Deputy Clerks, constables, and 
Bailiffs. 
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C!u.ef J!t::igez 
Suonex ce:.ur:.t.y 

Wlllia!:1 iicpki:;s 
Th~.as J. c.:rr 

Cc:;,~rt ~;!:V" 1 
Coart: ~;:v. 2 
court ~:Z). , .... 
Co~rt. r;o. 4 
Court !Zo. 5 
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Art::::r ~., C~l'Dl!o 

C~.:ef ~~dgf: 
F:c:nt Cc~nt\~ .. 
f:r,;sSQll f:.r:lsh 

C:;urt !';o. 6 
Court: !;!). '] 
C;:;tlrt r;o .. 8 
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New Castle County 

Brothers, Louise 
Cheeseman, Ronald E. 
Clay, Raymond, A. 
Cunningham, Jack W. 
Ferra, Anthony 

.... -.-
~ 

Frey, Hary E. 
Hammett, Charles A. 
Harris, Doris E. 
Jaremchuk, John, Jr. 
Laffey, Phyllis H. 
Levenberg, Morris 
MalIn, Ruth 
Marquisee, Eleanor B. 
McLaughlin, John P. 
Mc}lullen, William 
Munion, Robert F. 
Newell, Thomas J. 
Nichols, Frederick J., Jr. 
Richeson, Elizabeth O. 
Thompson, James ~1. 
Walsh, James F. 
Weldin, Hildegarde M. 
yarmey, Robert B. 

.. ~"...-, --, 
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

Kent County 

Beck, James B. 
Cohee, A. Tyson 
Henry, Elizabeth C. 
Holler, John D. 
Houston, Courtney P. 

~- ~" .. 
r r -, 

Individual JustIces 0-£- Ehe Peace Court 

Justice of the Peace 

Chief Clerk 

Constable Deputy Clerk 

Bailiff 

Kershner, George W., III 
.Knussman, Joseph A. 
Neecan, Paul 
Stump, Charles t-1. 
Thompson, Harry H. 
Von Urff, Noel H. 

Cr~:lef J~dge 
?';t?w Ccr.stJ,~ \:c~:\t\.~ .. 
!~{lrcld f'er~:ins 

Co~rt ~.;o. 9 
C'c~rt !;;::, .. i@ 
Court !;~. 11 
CO'art No. 13 
CO'!lrt 

, 
I· 
,$ .. r--

t.;o. 15 

ri ;~i~ 
Ir- ~ It' ~ ,. 
f~ W-'--"If' r~ 

Sussex County 

Baker, Norman D. 
Booth, William A. 
Brittingham, Emory B. 
Callaway, Edward H. 
Carey, James T. 
Farlow, Carroll B, 
Handy, Robert F. 
Hill/ Henry F. 
Horsey. Eldridge J. 
Horton, Albert W. 
r-lcIlvaine, Clarence 
f,1urray, Almetia 
West, Emory R., Sr. 
Yerkes, Donald F. 
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Municipal Court (1) 

Legal Authorization: This Court is authorized by 10 Delaware 
Code Section 1701. 

GeOgra*hic Organization: This Court has jurisdiction 
the geograp ic boundaries of Wilmington. The Court has a 
Violations Division which processes all moving and parking 
tions. 

within 

cita-

Legal Jurisdiction: The Municipal Court Has crimianl juris­
diction over traffic, misdemeanor, and municipal ordinances con­
current with the Justices of the Poace and the Court of Common 
Pleas. The Court conducts preliminary hearings for both felonies 
and drug-related misdemoanors. Jury trials are not available. 

Judges.: 

Number - There are,3 Judges of tho Municipal Court of 
Wilmington. 

Appointment - The Judges are appointed by the Governor, 
with approval by the Senate. 

Tenure - Judges are appointed for 12 yoar terms. 

Quulifications ... The Judges must be licensed to practice 
.1aw in the state of Delaware for 5 years 
preceding appointment. 

Support Personnel: The Senior Judge of the·Municipal Court 
appoints a Chief Clerk who may in turn appoint Deputies, 
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JUDICIARY 
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SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

r~~' -"""" -

ASSISTANT TO COMMISSIONERS 

Mary Dale 

BAILIFFS 

George Walker 
Furio Casales 
David Saunders 

~!!:!iICI?AL Ca'!:E~ 

g~n. Alfred FraczKowski 

Chief Ju.dge 
Olga Ciabattoni, Secretary 

j: 

Hon. Carl Goldstein 

Associate Judge 
Joyce Vietri, Secretary 

Hon. Leonard Williams 

Associate Judge 

Court Co~~issioners 

Charles R. Lee, Chief 
T. Roger Barton 
Richard o. Douglas 
Thomas Murray 
Elizabeth Keller, Secretary 
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MUNICIPAL COURT 

CLERICAL STAFF 

f~ 
-~' 

1 

Marion McDowell ~ Supervisor 
Ca~herine Sexton - Receptionist 
Awilda Ortiz 
Mary Grello 
Deborah Cella 
Dqrothea Jones 

ACCOUNTING CLERK 

Blanche Voshell 
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TRAFFIC VIOLATION STAFF 

Shirley Cohen - Supervisor 
Deborah Badson 
Carlis Tate 
Carolease Reed 
t·1ary Purnell 
Mildred Ward 
Carolyn Ward 
Carolyn Duncan 
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J U DIe I A L CON FER ENe E S AND COM MIT TEE S 
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JUDICIAL CONFERENCES AND CO~~ITTEES 

Council on the Administration of Justice 

Legislative Autho;:..i.t:t ~ Tho Counoil is authorized by 10 
Delaware code, Section 2001. 

page 46 

Duties: The Council is charged with the continuous study 
of the Administration of Justice ill the Stato, nnd of tho 
organization, procedure, practice, rules and methods of admin­
istration and operation of each and all tho courts of bho State, 
Whether of record or not of record. Tho Council co~locts und 
USGS statistical and other information concerning the work of 
the Courts and makes recommendations to the Governor, tho General 
Assembly, the Courts or the Bar. 

Membership: There nre 15 members including the Chief Justice, 
the Chancellor, tho President Judge of tho superior Cuurt, the 
PrGsident Pro-tem of tho Senata, the Spenker of the House, the 
minority leaders of the House and Sennto,thc Attorney Gcmoral, 
the president of the Bar ASSOCiation, tho President of the Univer­
sity of Delaware, and five non-lawyers appOinted by the GovQrnor 
for a torn co-extensive with that of tho appointed Governor. 

Judioial Conferenoe 

Logal Authorizationt 'r.ho Judicio.l Conference is authorized 
by Supreme Court Rule 35. 

Duties: The Judicial Conference studies the judi,cial hus'" 
iness of tne various Courts \'1il:.h n view of improving tho Admin .. 
istration of Justice in the Stat.e. Th~ Conference will nlso 
consider improvements in procedure, consider nnd recommend 
Legislation, consider and implement the canons of jud:J.cial 
ethics and hold symposia of the Bench and Bar, 

Membersht£~ The membership of the Conference inoludas the 
membersof the Suprtmte Court, the Court of Chnncery,thc Superior 
Court, the various Courts of Common Plcas,thc Family Courts and 
the Hunicipal COllrt of Wilmington. The Chiof Justica is presiding 
Officer of tho Conference. Tho Director of the Administrntive 
Office of the Courts serves as secretary for tho Conference. 
Stated meetings of the Conference arc held on the fi.rot Wednesday 
of December and June. 
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COUR'!' ON '!'ng JUDICIARY 

Article 4, section 37, of the Constitution of the state of 
Delaware created this Court oonsisting of tho Chiof Justice 
and t.he Associate Justico of tho Supronlo Court, the Chancellor 
and the President Judge of the Suporior court. 

Any Judicial Officor nppointoe;l by the Govornor may be 
censured or removod or retirod by tho Court on'the.Judiciary 
for wilful misconduct in office, wilful and persistent failure 
to perform dutios, for commission of an offense involving moral 
turpitude, other misconduct in violation of '1:110 Cnnono of 
Judicikl Ethics, or for permanent mental or physical disability 
interferl"lg with tho proper porfor~ance ofthiG dutien. 

No censure or removal or rat,irement will bQ Qffc(}tive until 
tho JUdicial Officer hilS been served with written oharges and had 
the opportunity to be heard in accordance wit'.h duo process of law. 

Tho Court on the Judiciary has~ 

(a) - the l)owcr to summon \\litncsscs to upponr and testify 
under oath and 1:0 compol production of othar evidence, und 

(b) - the power to adopt rules establishin{T procoduros 
for the investigation and trial of a JUdicial Officer. 

Thorofore, it is nocossary to raqueat funds to enable tho 
Court to operute. If nocriuln urc nacas~mry I all funda will 
revert a.t tho end of each fiscal YOur. 
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ADHINISTRATIVE OF1:"ICE OI~ THE COURTS 

Legislative Authority; Created by Legislation in the 1971 
General A5sem51y, 10 l1oiuwaro Coda, Chapter 1. 

Duties: The duties of the Director of the Administrative 
Office of the courts include the organization and administra­
tion of tho non-judical activities of tho Delaware Courts, the 
appointment, nssignmcmt and supervision of all non-j,udicial 
personnel except the personal staffs of the Ju'dqeq. '1'ho 
Director is also charged with the preparation of the budget 
and planning and allocation of spaco. Ho will also colloct, 
compile and analyze statistics in connection with research and 
evaluation of court business and administration and at le~lst 
annually prepure und submit a report of the ac~ivit:;i('s of the 
Courts to the Chief Justico. In addition the Director will 
establish procedures for management of Lho jury system and tho 
assignemcnt of Judges and attend thQir udminiutrativQ mootings. 
He will m~intain li~iGon with agencies, both public and privata, 
intarQstod in th~ Courts' activities and aosist in proparation 
of proposed Legislation. 

SUEPort I'c'rsonncl; '1'110 Dirt'ctor {')f t~he Administrative 
Office of th5'(~ourtir-s'hall bl' ullPo:.i.ntml by und serve at tho 
ph~usuro of th(' Chi.nf Just iel' of tho S\.lpr(~mo court of the State 
of Dclawurt.!. 

'1'he 1) irontor may, with th(~ approval of th<.! Chi<Jf Jus tieo 
appoint oueh D(\putiQ9, Administrative ASBistantr; and Clerical 
Personnel as are requirod . 
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LAW LIBRARIES ---
Thoro arc three Law Libraries throughout the state of 

Delaware and they are staffed ana maintained by the State. 
They are named respectively after tho co~nty in which they 
reside. 

Thu primary function of tho Law :dibrary is to provide 
research material of a legal nature tor the Jud~clal Branch 

Page 56 

of our Governments. In addition, extensivQ usa of tho library 
is made by tho following: Members of ,tho Sal:' I la\" s tuden ts , 
law clerks, Justices of the Penca and various government: 
agencies, such as the Department of Justice and City Solicitors 
Office of tho City of Wilmington. 

NC\" Castle County Law Library provides workinq space for 
22 persons at one timo. Thoro are approximately 16,500 volumes 
which do not include all tho volumes that arc availablo or ore 
needed to adequatcly provide completo resoarch material. Tho 
same can bo said for Kont and SUBnox Law Librarion. 

New Castle county and Kont county Law Librarion aro staffed 
by ono full-time employoe oach. Sunnox county Law Library has 
ono part-time librarian. 

The dutieD and responnibilities of tho librarians include, 
but oro not limited to, the following: insertion of pocket parts, 
maintenance of loose leaf services, bookkeeping for the agency's 
accounts, preparing invoices for library expenditures, filing 
and indexing reported and unreported opinions from the severnl 
Courts, obtaining and filing ordinances from incorporated 
municipalities, obtaining and filing copios of rulen and rogu­
lntions promulgated by governmental agoncies, maintaining books 
and having them bound, cataloging and keeping a perpetual inven­
tory of books and thoir monetary values, handling requents from 
various persons for informa'tion contained in the library and in 
genoral performing duties nsnociated with tho library work, as 
well no n lending library. 
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I f ; l. Judicial -0- -01- -0- -'. - c-, - 'J-

k n ~ I 

1" 70:) ''''''"', ~ 2. &plo:rees 10 r.:~'" ~n i i!~ ~c.~ ~~ t ~2 .... 5~ rr~ 13,135.ot) ,-"",IJ •• .,,4 \lJJ, . ' • ...,;.;;Ji ~ __ ,,,.;;...,,_.J- ...... _v_ ..... .- I ................. 

I I ~ I 
3. Part-ti:::e 

,. 
-0- - () - ~ F'" -0--.",;" .. ii - ....... -

J» i F!tFbOY1!EZ;T CnSl:3 -0- 1,S17.(JO 2,413.~:J .: "" (''It, .t"-""'" 2 y 831.CO t:::., ::.:.;.c .. ,j,.) 

f 
t, . 

l:'EP.50:1AL SE:-iVICES -0- -0- y, -0- --0- -0-
l 

~ a 

s lJ:P",\\~ -0- -0- li 
f -0- ""' - Ii.;!- -0-
, i 

CO!rmACtzrrAL SEftVICE5 800.00 1,900.00 2 "l"">:1 no i ,-1--' .... 2,33~.~:' 2,493~G;) 

SUPPLT i4'S & I-1ATU~ I 
, 

250.00 350.00 381,,00 l,."lS .. OJ 4-"" on jff- ~ 

CAPITAL OUTLAY 15,100.00 15,300 .. 00 18,159.00 19,691.00 " 2D,€82.CO 

I 
t 

GRAND ~AL 261651.34 30,061.00 36,112.00 31,833·00 39,518.00 
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Su:·:·rurr OF llEW CASTLE COIJ!iTY LAW LIBRft.RY. 

1913 t 1914 . • I 1915 1916 r 1911 
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SALARIES 

1. Judicial - . -0- -0- -0- ~ - 0- I -0-

2. E::lployees I 8,214.34 8,300.00 8,881.0r; 
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