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INTRODUCT § OH

" The objective of this research project was to
measure public attitudes toward crime and the criminal

justice problems in Virginia. The ultimate purpose was

- to provide the Division of Justice and Crime Prevention

with information to help it deal more effectively with
the state's crime and criminal justice problems, both
actual and perceived, and to help it win public support

for existing and anticipated programs,

in meeting this objective, the.study focused on

five specific areas of interest:

1. The relative priority Virginians assign to
other'problems facing them such as uremploy-
- ment, inflation, pollution, education, and

~ the energy crisis.

<
.

2, Virginiaqsf famf]iarity'wfth all lévels of
the‘Cdmmonwealth's criminal justi;é ;ystem--J
its structure, opérations, and problems==~
and how this relates to their attitudes
toward the system and to tﬁeir abpraisal of
state and local governmént efForfg to'gtem

crime and improve court 'and correction systems,
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ducted from Ray'3 through May 27, 1975.

.
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| 3. .Thc pfiorit?es state res{dents assign in
ﬁerms of tax dollars in order to improve the

the state's criminal justice éystem'and
'Specifiﬁ anti~crime, court, and penal reform

programs,

h;. The relative importance the public assigns
_to reducing or eliminating different types

-~

of crime.

5, Appraisal of existfng énd pfcspecti;e state
and local anti-crime, court, and pengl systeh
:- programs, and the relation of thfs appraisal
to knowledge of present programs and experlence

‘as victims of crime,
\

in line with these objectives, Quayle, Plesser

& Company tompleted 1000 personal interviews with a

sctentifically selected cross section of the Virginia

population aged 16 or older, _All,inteéviewing was con=

“
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The Sample

The population sample used for Fhis study was
drawn gn a modified area probability basis from 1970
census data. Under this methodology, the nﬁmber of
sampling points is controlled by the cluster size, the
number of Interviews taken at each point. For this
project, a cluster size of five was used at-200 sample

t

points,®

Sample points were assigned to each‘area of the
state in proportion to each region's share of the 16
and older population, as determined by 1970 census data.
Sampling points were selecéed at ran@om ana designated |

by census tract and, where available, by census block.,

‘Interviewing

All interviews were conducted in the hemes of
respondents by trained, experienced interviewers, working
under .the direct control of local field supervisors and

the overall supervision of our National Field Director.

A1l interviewers were thoroughly briefed pridr to the

commencement of interviewing, and a minimum of 10 percent

of each interviewer's work was validated during the field

period to insure work was correctly carried out.

L

Quayle, Plesser & Company, lne. e

I ne s P
e e ST
i .»\ TR e

B

2T
& 7
t&n

retired men,

.

Interviewers followed detailed instruthons in
completing their work, as confirmed by continuous
supervision and validation, Those Instructions called
for up to three call-backs (a maximum of four visits)
to households where an eligible respondent was <known
to reside but was not available for intervfewing on
initial visits, AThis system of call~backs prevented
a possi61e sample bias in favor of Virginia residents

who spend a disproportionate amount of time at home.

Interviewers were prohibited from interviewing
more than one person ‘in any household and from inter-
viewing personallacquaintances. All interviews with

men, except in the case of shift workers who were off

. during the day, were conducted after 5 p.m.'or on weekends,

\

-thus preventing an oversampling of unemployed and

@

. Most interviews with white respondents were con-
ducted by white ‘interviewers and most blacks were intcr-

viewed by black interviewers. No respondent was given

"any idea as to the identity of the client, Indeed, to

avoid any possible interviewer bias, no member of the

. field staff was told who the client was.: Every .respondent

was assured of his or her personal anonymity. Each

interview reduired an average of 60 minutes to administer.

Quayle, Plesser & Company, Ine. ~—~




""Coding And Tebulation
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The Questionnaire

An extensive questionnaire schedule was specifically
designed for this survey in consultation with the bivision
of Justice and Crime Prevention. The questionnaire was
thoroughly pretestea prior to finalization. That pretesting
consisted of 20 interviewe conducted in several areas of
the state, among blacks; whites, different economic level
respondents, and among urban, suburban, and small=town
res;dents. ) -

- The final questionnaiire, as approved by .the Division
of Justice and Crime Frevention, included 181 closed-end
questions (those ‘in which respondents select from among
multiple choices offered them) and 6 open-ended questicns

(those whnch respondents answer in their own words, without

prompting or guidance).

Completed interviews were returned to our office
for coding. A minimum of 330 take-offs were required prior
to structuring of a code and actual codlng. lnterviews

were then converted to data punch cards and computer

tabulated,

.

(uayle, ?Zess-er& Cosmpany, Inc.’
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Statistical Reliability

A sample size of 1000 insures a high degree of

statistical reliability, Its margin of error at the

95 percent confidence level is plus or minus 3.1 per=-

centage points for the entire sample on questions

which divide the universe 60/40. Reliability Is greater

(margin of error smaller) when the universe divides

more decisively (such as 75/25),

The margin of error increases slightly as the

- number of respondents falls, as when the views of a

particular subgreup of the population are examined.

The margin "of error with 500 respondents (half the
total sample unlverse) Is plus or minus 4, 4 points at
the 95 percent confidence level on'a question which
dividee the sUbgroup;universe 60/40, and rises to p]es

dr minus 6.2 pdints with 250 respondents.

-

Quayle, Plesser & Company, lne.




© SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

I, " Relative Change In Area Living Conditions

FINDING: On balance, Virginia residents report
no change in the area they live in (48% ;) ~=-wi th
about equal proportions perceiving deterioration
(25%) or improvement (21%) over the past few

© years, :

Perceived area deterioration shows some correla=
tion with experience with crime=~~those who have
been victimized by serious,crime during the past
few years are more likely than average to report
worsening conditions, while those who know no
victim of serious crime are most likely to see
little change.

Area satisfaction tends.to be highest in the

large urban counties and western Virginia, while
dissatisfaction is highest in large independent
cities and the southeast. There are few signifi=-
~cant variations in area appraisal within other
demographic groups, although upper-income residents
and those between the ages of 25 to 34 are Jomewhat
more likely to report lmprovement. '

""DISCUSSION:

1. Statewide, perceptions_of area change over

the past few years is summarized:

Among All
"Vurglnua Residents
Ares Lived In Has: ¢
Changed for the better | '.21
Changed for the worse o 25
Stayed about the same’ | 48
Not sure | . ' 6
Quayle, Plesser & Company, Ine. . -
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. 2, Almost a third of those who have themselves
been victims of a serious crime within the past few

years perceive their area of residence as having changed

.for the worse, though a majority still report either

improvement or no change., Those who do not know any
victim of serious erime are much more likely than

average to perceive little change:

Among All
V|rgtn|a Residents Whos:
Have Been Dontt Know
Victims 0Of = Any Victim Of
- Serious Crime Serious Crime
v . 2 2
) "‘Area Lived In Has: - oo '
Changed -for the better 21 ' 16
. Changed for the worse 32 .20
~ Stayed about the same T ho 2 , 57
Not sure | R/ 7

3. Perceived area improvement is highest in

large urban counties, and Planning Districts | through 6

‘ (western Virginia); perceived‘deterioration is most .
~ prevalent in Planning Districts 10 and 15 through 22

(the southeast):

Quayle, Plesser & Company, lnc. .
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Virginia Residents Say Aren Has:

N Changed Changed Stayed About
L.. Among: | Fofr Th; Better For Th; Worse The S;me
» “"All Virginia Residents ‘
¥ Residents Of: 21 25 48
;.ﬁ . Large Independent Cities 19 27 L7
i: : i Large Urban Counties | 26 21 h%‘
| Non-Urban Counties 17 22 57
. . ‘ Residents Of Planning Districts: |
1-6 29 15 4y
7-9 20 22 Lo
e -1k ' : 14 21 58
| 10, 15-19 20 29 46
20-22 ¢ 19 29 L7
@
. .
@ i
o ~ Quayle, Plosser & Company, Ine. -

Most Important Volunteered Problems

. .
) .

b . FINDING: Concerns about crime/law enforcement and
) ‘ the economy tended to dominate the thinking of

. Virginia residents during May, 1975, with roughly

L ' half of all respondents mentioning cach, These

X _ ’ two issues clearly outweigh concerns about any

X other problems,

Those who have been victimized by serious crime
and those who perceive a deterioration in the area
in which they live tend to emphasize concern about
N crime, with correspondingly lower than average
oo S expression of concern about the economy. Just the
TR S o reverse is true of those who perceive area improve=~
T ' ment and those who do not know any victim of :
SR oL serious crime,

}!{fﬁi S Volunteered concern about crime is at generally
AR - S ‘ uniform levels among most demographic groups.with

L '+ . the exception of residents of non-urban counties,

L v — o
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those age 25 to 34, blacks, and blue-collar house-
holds which show below average concern.

o .

“'DISCUSSION:
1. Asked to describe in their own words, without

prompting and before any specific issues were raised,

- the "two or three most important problems facing your

; .;‘ commﬁnity'thesé days;“ 55 éercent specifically cited

. concerns in. thg area of ﬁcrirr‘le an;ﬁ law enforéement, with

o thé mos t frequently volunteeréd mentions concerning the
high crimé rate, drugs and narcbti;s,iand vandalism,

'‘® ) Almost as many; exactly 50 percent, cited economi‘c ‘con-

cerns, with other problems each volunteered by about

15 percent or fewer respondents:

(uayle, Plesser & Company, lne. .
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o ' . ' ' * 2, There is & correlation between victimization .
) QZZ} by serious crime and concern about crime, as'there is
* “ between concern abﬁ;ut crime and the feeli
All Virginia Residents #*% ® 1e feeling that the area
° L % : has changed for the worse over the ast few vy :
‘Total Crime/l.aw Enforcement Answers 55 . Pas. vears:
Lo . . Virginia Residents
High crime rate/c‘:rnme 19 PO Volunteering Concern About:
Drugs and narcotics 16 ‘ : . . Crime/Law. .
L . Destruction of private property/ S ' Enforcement The Economy
@ vandalism 9 S . 5 S
Juvenile delinquency 6 A - Among: '
House burglaries 6 ,
.. Robbery 4 A All Virginia Residents , 55 50
N Laws, judges too lenient/better ° , : - ase
Do enforcement of laws needed 4 ol R Yirginia Residents Who:
o ' : = Reckless driving/speeding/drunk driving/ e ‘
g - : : serious traffic accidents 3 Have been victimized by serious
Lack of, inadequate police protection 3 crtme in the past few years 60 ‘ 43
Murders : X 2 :
Rape/indecent exposure/sexual crimes 2 I _ K - Know no victim of serious crime 52 57
Py Unsafe streets/danger to the “individual : S S : 7 :
SO on the street . 2 T Cha o Virginia Residents Who Say The
L o Attacks on individuals/muggings/assaults/ : B - Area In Which They [ive Has:
robbery : 2 A EEPR ' ‘ - .
Burglary L 2 e Changed for the better g 57
' ' Theft : ' . ] “‘:} - . "
‘:; : Bank robberies . 1 a Changed for the worse - 62 L2
: Car thefts . 1 S ‘ R ‘ .
. Robberies in retail stores ® o <
Orgamzed crime * 3. Residents of non-urban counties, those age
“Total Economy/lnﬂahon/Cost of Living Answers 50 ® 25 to 34, blacks, and members of blue-collar households'
A4 Total Public Services Answers (Roads, Sewers, ‘ : L : ' are somewhat less concerned about crime than .average
~ Street Lighting, Mass lransit, lraftic _ ‘ ~ . o !
o * Congestion) , 16 : - , ' with other demographlc groups showing average\ levels of
re . - .
. “'Total Taxes Answers . ° 14 e . _ eoncern,
g , ‘‘Total Recreational Facilities Answers ] ’ % o : ‘Virginia Residents
: R 4 : Volunteering Concern About:
‘Total Schools and Education Answers 9 o Crime/Law
| ‘ { SR . Enforcement The Economy
- " Total Pollution Answers - 5 . ' . % 3
® ' = I ' ‘ All Virginia Residents 55 50,
* Less than 0.5 percent. - ‘ ‘ i ' Non=urban counties Ly 61
*% Answers within crime cate.gory'add to more than 55 R o Age 25-34 ‘ , ' 50 Ly
percent because multiple answers given. Similarily, ‘ . . .
® total answers add to more than 100 percent.. i Blacks ' .43 ‘ 59
é:g Blue-collar households L8 53 -
T . | ° -  luayle, Plosser & Company, Inc. °
o Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. | - | ~ b =
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" DISCUSSION:

" Moz t' Important Selected Problems

FINDING: On an aided basis, law enforcement
(crime/the sale and use of hard drugs) and
economic problems (inflation and unemplioyment)

< continue to dominate Virginia residents' thinking

as far as the two or three most Important
problems are concerned. Concern with high taxes.
Is at a similarly high level, a phenomenon not
observed in the more sensitive spontaneous
measurements reported earlier. Also, the highest

_ proportion of residents perceive law enforcement

and economic issues to have become more serious
over the past few years~--to a greater extent
than-high taxes and other problems evaluated,

Concern with crime Is directly correlated with
type of area that the Virginia public lives in,
with large independent city residents placing a
significantly greater emphasis on problems of
crime than those in large urban counties and
particularly non-urban counties, However, this
Is not observed with regard to the sale and use
of hard drugs, where residents of large indepen-
dent cities, large urban counties and non~urban
couynties demonstrate similar and ‘relatively high
levels of concesnn,’

A correlation'with crime as a problem thought to
be getting worse is observed with perceptions of
neighborhoods getting worse., This correlation

is not observed for other crime related categories
such as poverty, juvenile delinquency or the sale

-and use of hard drugs.

-

1. When asked to select the two or three.most

‘lmportant problemé from a list of 12,. the problems of
crime and the sale and use of hard drugs placed third
and fourth, just behind inflation and.unemploymenp.

The .law enforcgment problem of.fuyenile~delindu;ncy was
selected as lmportant by cénside}ably fewer, ranking

Velghth in priority.

@uay!e lesser & Company, Ine. -
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All Virginia Residents

b3
Inflation ‘ L6
Uneiployment ‘ T s
Crime I
. The sale and use of hard drugs 36
High taxes 36
Schools and education 22
Low~ and middle~income housing 18
Juvenile delinquency 18
The energy shortage 16
Air and water pollution A 14
Mass transportation : 13

.
drugé‘rank

were asked

Poverty _ o - .9

Similarly, crime and the sale and use of hard
among the top four problems when residents

which have become more serious in the past

few years.,
All Virginia Residents
‘ P

Inflation E S . e
v Crime . ‘ : - ho
" Unemployment -39
The sale and use of hard drugs ' 32
" "High taxes L < 2h
The energy shortage = ‘ 18
“ Juvenile delinquency =~ S ¥
Schools and education o - 13
“Air and water pollution . 1lo
Low= and middle-income housnng 10
Poverty - . : 6
Mass transportation , N

Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc.
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g:j ' ’ . C 5. Perceptlon of neighborhood deterloration is )
%, Concern ahout crimz is highest In the large ' |
. . E:} closely correlatcd with perception oF crime becoming
fndependent cltles (where Tt outranks goncern about . £
1 ’ more serious during the past few years:
Inflation and unemployment) and lowest in non-urban ‘ : Probl B ] ;
. . ‘ _ roblems Becoming :
counties. ' : , . . More Serious During Area Changed For
® ‘ Lo ' Past Few Years } Bettcr Worse
, 7
Crima , ~
Mos t : Becoming - . . ‘ S;cizmiloYemnt E ~3
Important Hore jous i . ‘
. p"*/;, - S S;rxou The sale and use of hard drugs 33 33
“ ' Among: : . : P : . Inflation L 37
® e b High taxes 24 24
‘/\)H Virginia Residents L1B ’ “ho . . . T ézxgg; dgglégagzz?zn :g :g
Large independent city residents 50 46 ' _ihirgz‘dszggéigzo]]utmn‘ | :?, : :i
.‘ Large urban county residents 41 38 - I ' o tow- :nd mlddle-income housing lg UB
\ ‘ o ‘ ST . TR : overty ) . -
Non-urban county residents 28 " 30 e . A Mass transportation ' 5 3
L, On the other hand, concern with drugs is at 6.. Crime concern is highest in Planning Districts
sz ‘ about equal levels in cach of these three arcas: . o T -+ 20 through 22 (the southeast). Residents of Planning
, . @ . Dpistricts 11 through 14 (south -central Vlrgmta) and
‘ The Sale And Use OF Hard D - | -
; ‘ ot - Becoz'i-ng P2 blacks are more concerned about druos than about crime.
° _ Important More Serious . ‘ B S .
» z .. z . v ) * . . ’ : , v‘r . . . ’ .
. o - , . o : ginia Residents Selecting
Among: _ - ' _ ;... o ,' : ' As Most important '
All Virginia Residents 36. ' 32 . | | | L ' Coe- EI;?E P__E%EE_
® ‘ , Large independent clity residents 36 33 ' ':M: ‘ ‘ “
Large urban county residents 33 30 ; . A1 Virginia Residents ~ W= 36
Non-urban county residents, ' 37 35 Resvdents of Planning DlStl‘lCtS‘
. : | o T : e : | T | Ko 37 a
® v S 7-9 | ‘ 37 34
’ 11-14 e 46
X , y 15- ‘9 o Ly 3k
" 20-22 o vy 3
3 t - Blacks : 36 Lk
.. ) l [ . g- ‘ ‘ . [ aasmam anmand ) . - - - : ) .
o - Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. | L . . S
| | i N o . | Quayle, Plesser & Company, Ine.
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V. Reaction To Programs And Services Provided In Virginia .'

Virginia Residents Rating The Stater -

CFINDING:  The state of Virginia receives rela-

tively low Job rating scores in such areas as g . ' . e \
. mass transportation, poverty programs, low/middle- » _ E:E;’L CE’;" f\i’a’f E:;:\‘IO“ 5\310\:‘“ Vor

® Income housing and cnvironmental protection==-- ) - : . : able lent  age Sble Aver P‘"*'Y

all arcas of relatively low concern to residents Py % v g = CHAM A=A

statewide. Only in the area of schools and Virginia Residents Rating The ? ¢ ¢

" education do residents give high marks to the State On:
state., As far as law enforcement/criminal
) ustice 15 concerned, the population here is Schools and educat ' ) ‘

. évgnly divided in their job ratings, ranking it : B cation 22 - 6 k6 h2 29 13
' second only to education/schools of the seven ' ® ' Law eénforcement/criminal

programs and services evaluated. justice L7 5 42 L4 . v 32 16

Those who perceive area deterioration and

Pollution/environmental pro-

" residents of Planning Districts 1 through 6 - jection I | M
’-. and 10, 15-19 are most critical of the state's "'" = = 30 i
pcrformanm of law enforcement. e Attracting new industry/jobs 42 37 48 28 19
DISCUSS | O ¢ " Poverty 33 2 31 53 35 18
5} 1, The state of Virginia Is rated favorably . ) : Middle and low-income : . .
> | _ | , g housing - .33 .3 30 53 32 21
on balance on' only one out of seven programs and ' - :
‘ ‘ ‘ Mass transportation 27 2 .25 59 33 27
services tested--~schools and education, Reaction to ‘ o N ”- T
Py law enforcement/criminal Jjustice programs and services _ N ,
' : 2, Resldents of P i
are equally dlvided, while the other. five programs o : ’ tanning Dlstricts ]. through
g 6 are most critical of 't g :
evaluated here are rated favorable: _ p o ‘ of ‘the state's law enforcerent/
® o | . , l L criminal justice programs, while the state recelves
| . e | - its highest marks In this area among residents of
Planning Districts 11 through 14 and 20 thr‘OUQh'ZZ, ‘ o
® ‘ )
®

¢

(uayle, Plesser & Gompany, Inc.
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Virginia Residenits Rating
The State on Law Enforce-
ment/Criminal Justice:

) Total Total
Favorable Unfavorable

% b3

Among ALl Virginia ‘
TResldents 47 43

Planning Districts:

!;6 LYy Sk
773 hs 50
T1=14 52 , 42
10,15-19 ) 43 51
20~22 5k , Ly

*

3. Those who feel the area in which.they live

has deteriorated give the state below average marks on
almost all of the programs tested, but are partlcufarly
critical of law enforcement/criminal justice,

Virginia Resldents Rating’

The State on Law Enforce=
ment/Criminal Justlce:

Total Total
Favorable Unfavorable
3 -2
Amohg All Virginla '
Resldents b7 “A48
Virginla Reslidents Who : ‘ .
Say The Area In Which
They Live Has: |
Changed for AL ﬁiﬁy 53 43
Changed for the worse ) 36 ' 60

(Quayle, Plesser & Gompany, lnc. o

e T gy 8 o s S o e 8T o X i v N P SRR R W g gt S el i

T R S R

O

Y
o

e i e s

20~

V. Financial Commitment For Selected Programs and

FINDING:  Asked to evaluate cach of seven
state programs and services In terms of tax
dollar commitment, two out of five respondents
indicated a willlpgness to pay more In state
taxes in order to improve state law enforce-
ment/criminal justlice programs, second-only to
the support given schools and education.

Thus, even though schools and educatlion programs
receive higher ratings than other programs/
services evaluated, the commitment to maintain-
ing or Improving education staridards is clear.
Similarly, though law enforcement ranks second
on overall ratings by Virginla residents,

. criminal justice programs also receive strong
financial commitments., ‘

Willingness to pay more for law enforcement
correlates to some extent with victimization,
Is highest In large Independent cities and
Planning Districts 20 through 22, but is
largely related to ability to pay. Lower
income groups, blacks, those with less than

a high school educatlon, blue collar workers,
home renters, and the elderly are least
willing to pay more In taxes.

It Is Interesting to note, that whlle high
taxes Is an issue of real concern to residents
statewlde, fewer than 11% are willing to cut
.any programs in order to cut taxes. .

Quayle, Plesser & Company, Ine. .
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- » @ - (16%) or $10 (23%) more a year In state taxes to lm~ L. '

K | - ‘ . . ? <:3 prove efforts. The other programs eliclted lower levels
€ DISCUSSION: . - |
“W | ‘ . of tax support, but In no case was more than 11% will~

1. Respondents were shown a card listing L g ! .
: Ing to cut back on a program in order to reduce taxes.

flve statements:

'® .o “This Is very Important and should be o e . ' R, .
lmproved a lot. | yould be wiiling to e - | Virginia Res:dcnts Who Say'Fot Each Program:
pay $20 more a-year In state taxes to R : C R c :
help lmprove [t.M L Will= Will- Pay«~ Enough Enough

| ’ L ing To ing To ing To Cut To Cut
: "This Is quite important and should be If o | : Pay 320 Pay 310 Enough Taxes Taxes

9 Improved somewhat. | would be willing 3L g L ~ : ﬁ°:° ' M?'e Now 310 $3°
to pay $10 more a year in state taxes : G B P3 % % b3 %
to help lwprove it," ' DU ‘

P P ) : e Schools and education > 2] 23 h8 3 b
"While this Is not Important enough to oo . -
warrant the present level of expenditure. dig ' Law enforcement/criminal . s ’

® I think expenditures should be cut back b : justice : 16 23 53 5. 3
50 that state taxes can be:reduced by : ) ‘ ' : ~ co ,
$10 per year." . Poverty , 1 19 55 5 )
"Thls Is not Important enough to warrant Pollution/environmental . ‘

. : the present level of expenditure, | protection B 18 58 5 >

giﬁ think expenditures should be cut back “ ‘ \ .

h 'so that state taxcs can be reduced by ; - Attracting new Industry/ ’ L
$20 per year." , : . : jobs . 8 18 62 L
X ! _Middle- and low=income o )
° They were then asked which of the flve statements > hous ing 7 . W 64 b
came closest to thelr own opinlon in regard to seven N : .. Mass transportation . 7 - 15 62, 6 5_
. - v * el »
. speciflc state programs and services. Of the seven,

° schools and educatlon ellcited the highest, though . »

i v , )

| minorlty, support for Increased tax commitment. Law

! ‘ enForcament/crimlnal Justlce ranked second, with a .

?‘. . - total of 39 percent willing to pay as much as $20 : | ‘,i B | ‘

3

° Qu&yie’ Pmsst}r & COH}‘}HRY’ h}ﬁ_ - . :‘{. | @UGY!S, HGSSEF & Cﬁmpaﬂy, EHC.
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2. Willingness to pay more in taxes to Improve ) | ) ;
Virginia's Jaw c:;‘lforcement/crlminal justlce.efforts _
varles conslderably by demography, with the highest ;‘
tax "émm!tmen. demonstrated by residents of large %
lndépcndent clties, those In Planning Districts 20 i“ 
through 22, those who have been victimized by serious ‘.'
crime, higher Income respondents, younger respondents, |
and those with at least some college edugatioh. Those '.'
least willing to pay more In taxes tend %o be those ;:A:
who can least afford "to. klnf
'y

Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. e

All Virginla Residents

Large independent citles
Large urban counties
Non-urban countlies

Planning Districts:

1-6

o 7-9

=14
10,15-19
20-22

Victimized by serlous crime-
Don't know any victim of serious

crime

Under $7,500

$7,500 to $9,999
10,000 to $14,999

§15,000 to $19,999
$20,000 and over

Under 25
25-34

35-lg

50 and over

Non high school graduate
Some college or more

Black
Home renter

Blue~collar

Virginia Residents Who
Are Willing To Pay $10
or $20 More A Year In
State Taxes To Ilmprove
Law Enforcement/Criminal
Justice In Virginta

4
-39

Ly
35
26

fuayle, Plesser & Gompany, Inc.
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Gi) Vi, Financial Commitment For Selected Law Enforce-
L ment Programs .
° ‘ : ) . Virginia Restdents Who Say For Each Program:
FIMDING: Asked to indicate their tax commit-
ment to specific law enforcement and criminal . Cut Cut
Justice programs, Virginla residents in general Wille Will="  Pay~ Enough Enough
and those most concerned with crinme in particu- ing To  ing To ing To Cut To Cut
e ‘ lar tend to give priority to direct control Pay $20 Pay $10 Enough Taxes Taxes
v and enforcement efforts (narcotics control, ) More - More Now $10 $20
control of juvenile delinquency, police patrols, o ‘ , . ;
and Investigation) rather than to court reform, - “ ) . % % Y % %
prison referm, or corruption in govermment. o :
) L Narcotics controdl i » 16 25 51 3 2
o Again, willingness to pay more In taxes tends 'y »
R ' to be highest in the large independent cities S Control of juvenlle
and among crime victims, and correlates with 5 del inquency : 14 24 54 2 2
education and ablility to pay. o ’ . , _ ‘
' ‘ ey Police patrols and investi- A
' S gation ) 12 23 58 3 2
.. . 1 1,.‘ PR . . .
_ DISCUSSIOH: S Prison reform/improving . co '
' o ‘ diti L] 1 9 5
1, Narcotics control rarks highest in priority prison conditions 7 2 g
: ' Corr i vernment B 1 62 L 5
In terms of willlngness to commit additional tax dollars, (ﬁh . orruptlon In governme
& S ‘ ' e - Court reform/improvi d
QE) - followed closely by control' of juvenile delinquency ® ' S expagzin;mﬁgyizzv'ng an 8 15 65 i 4 ]
and police patrols and investigation. Only about a L '
quarter of Virginia's residents are willing to pay . 2. Willingness to pay more in taxes tends to
9 : . : L J - '
‘ more in taxes to improve efforts in the areas of . follow a pattern: it is highest In large Independent
: prison reform/improving prison condltions, court re= - BERRY cities, lowest in non-urban counties; tends to-be
. - s . ) )
” form/improving and expanding courts, and corruption higher than average in Planning Districts 10 and 15
o ' @ . .
in government. ' to 19, and particularly in Districts 20 through 22;
' is higher amoﬁg crime victims than among' those who
‘ ‘ - know no victim of crime; increases with Income and
o He ~
| ‘ N education and decreases with age. '
%
f
é !
;
. i ~ . t
\ .
; \ | . Quayle, Plesser & Company, lue. '
o  (uayle, Plesser & Gompany, Ine. e i x vompany,
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Vil. =~ FactofsMhich Are Perceived To Encourage People
To Commit Crimes In Virginia -

FINDING: Virginla residents clearly regard

drug use/addiction as the single most Important

factor leading to crime In Virginia, After
that, they are more likely to focus on basic
social -oroblems such as broken homes, permissive
.parents, and loss of religion/morals, as well

as poverty and economic conditions, than on

law enforcement problems such as weak laws/

or toov lenient court sentences.

Relatively few blame corrupt politicians or
corrupt or inefficient police, and even less
of a correlation is attributed to pornography,
liberal media, or political extremism.

There are some variations within specific
demographic groups, but drugs hold the top
position ameng all groups, and all tend to’
emphasize social more than law enforcement
problems. o o

DISCUSSION:

) .

Handed" a list of 20 factors and asked to.
select those that are Jmportént in encouraging
people to commit cfimes in Viréinia, respondents
tend to zero in first on drug use/addiction == 69 per-’
cent call it an»ihportant factor, and 47»percent‘call
it one of the two_br three most important factors.
Simllariy, respondents tend to agree on a éeqond-
level set of factors: poverty, ecbnomi; conditions,
loss of religion/morals, broken homes, permissive |
parents, and, to a certain extent, alcohol use/

drunkenness.

Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. |
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Virginia Residents Selecting Factors As:

Drug use/adddction

Broken homes - _
Permissive parents
Poverty '
Alcohol use/drunkenness
Economic conditions
Loss of rellgion/morals

Henta¥/emotional problems

Poor education

Courts in Virginia/sentences .
too lenient

Laws too weak

*.Poor housing/living condi- |

tions

‘Public apathy/tolerance

Racism/prejudice

Corrupt politicians

Corrupt police

Ineffective/inefficlient
police

Pordography
Liberal media,

Political extremism

" #lLess than 0.5 percent

jmgortagg
%

_69A

L6
Ll
- LY
Lo

37
36 -

32
31

31
30

25

18
16
15
14

13
'8

7
L

Quayle, Plesser &

Company, Inc.

Among Two or
Three Most Important

%
L7

20
22
24
16
20
23

11
12
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Personal Experience With Police/Crime

FINDING: Abodt half of Virginla's residents report
contact with local police during the past year.

One third report that they personally have been
the victim of a crime In the past few years, with
most experlences involving vandalism or burglary.

. Relatively few report personal experience with

larceny, robbery, assault, car theft or rape.

0f those who have been victimized by vandalism
or burglary, very few report use of a flrearm
in commission of the crime.

A quarter of the burglary victims and almost
four out of ten vandallsm victims say the crime
was not reported to police, with most attribut-
Ing that to either the fact that the crime was
not very serious or to the feellng that report-
ing 1t would accomplxsh nothing.

A majority of 58% clalm to know someone who

has been the victim of a crime, with particu=
lar emphasis on burglary (32%) or vandalism
(26%). There Is a lower level of knowledge

of victims or car theft, robbery, or assault
(about 15% each), and minimal knowledge of
vlctlms of larceny, rape, or murder/manslaughter

Exposure to crime, whether through direct
experlence or knowledge of someone else's
experience, tends to cerrelate with urbaniza-
tion, high income, and high education, and

s reportedly more common among whites .than
among blacks. Those. who feel their area of
residence has deteriorated are also more
1lkely than average to have been exposed to
crime.

Concern with crime is not correlated with
experience with crime.

.

(uayle, Plesser & Company, Inc

IR OV T TR IR

GRS AR EUE A i A NN S ARSR i R IR

-

DISCUSSION: & ¢

PUTRL PN Svew

1. Almost half of Virginla residents report
that they have had personal contact wlth local pol{ce
during the past year. Such contact is moslt common
among %those who have been victims within the past
few years (69%), naturally enough. Otherwise, this
direct exposure is most likely among men, and among
higher income, better educated, and younger respondents.
Blacks and residents of non~urban counties and Planning
Districts } through 6 are less likely than average to-

have been In contact with loéal pollice:

@uay Plesser & Con agany, Inc.
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Virginla Residents Who - . . R . - .
! Have Had Personal Con- o . ' . \
{éj “ tact Wlth Local Police 3 2. Egactly one third of Virginlats residents
The Past Year : ‘ :
. buring The Pas ® report having been victimlized by some crime during
) z, ’ the past few years. Most common experience Is with
; o e 4 148
Al) Virginia Residents —_— vandalism and, secondly, burglary. Relatively few
® Hon-urban countles 33 ® report being victims of assault, larceny, robbery,
Planning Ulstricts 1-6 © ho car theft, or rape:
’ .
Victimized by serious crime 69
Don't know any victim of . o , .
‘.‘ serious crime 32 “.v‘ {\H Virginla Res‘idents
‘ T 0
Male 15&1]« %
Female Victimized in Past Few Years 33
' Under $7,500 36 el , . .
® 27'500 to 52{299 . 1548 ‘ . o Vandalism .o, ‘]7
]0,000 to $14,999 ‘ ) e :
$15,000 to $19,999 55 ‘ B - Burglary o _ 12
20,000 and over 61 . : o g . . © Larceny 5
Under 25 ' . 58! . R ;
i &i " . , . . .y R bb
éég 25'.,?1* : ‘53 ’ | @\9} obbery . 5
36-43 , 34 , ' . Assault 4
50 and over S 3 | ; ‘ o o |
Noen high school graduate , © 35 Car Theft | 3
Some college or more 59 Rape ‘ , | | |
® . | | |
Blacks - 33 . . e K | ' | ;
' ‘ - ' 3. Victimization Is most common in large
- independent citles, Planning D»Istrit‘:ts‘zo through 22,
* ) ® N - men, hfgher income respondents, and the best educated. . g
A Blacks and blue~collar workers report lower than average
. personal experience with crime. Close to half of those :
® . : . B v _ -
| ' ' ‘ i ‘ | ® S who have had contact with local police recently report
T : S ‘ L L being victimized, and those who feel their area of
¥ ) + il M » 3 ;
5 |
o Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. ' . ' TQuavle, Plosser & Company, lne. :
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residence las deteriorated have above average personal

-

erperience, Those with maxlmum_concern with crime

report no hilgher dirpct experience with it than average:

Virginia Residents Who Report
Belng Victimized Within Past
Few Years

2
All Virginia Residents 33
Large Independent cities Lo
Large urban counties 35
Hon=~urban countles 18
Planning Districts 1-6 23
Planning Districts 20-22 - ho
Area changed for the better 33
Area changed for the worse 43
Contact with police In past year Y
Maximum concern with crime 35
Hale . 38
Femdle ! . 28
Under §7,500 - 25
§7,500 to $9,999 28 :
$10,000 to $14,999 29
31»‘):0()0 to $‘97999 38
$20,000 and over 51
Non hlgh school graduate 22
Some col lege or more 42
Black 18
Blue~collar 26

Quayle, Plesser & Company, Ine.
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ke  Approximately 0% of all crime victims
report use of a flrearm In commission of the crime,

and 27% say the crime was not reported to the police:

Virginta Residents Who
Report Belng Victims 0f:

Total
Serious
Crimes Burglary Vandal Ism
rd ¥ %
A firearm was used 6 3 6
The crime was not reported ~ 27 24 37

5, Those respondents who reported being vic~

timized by a crime within the past few years but did

not report it to the police tended to attribute that
failure to two factors, that the crime was not a serlous

one (44%) or that reporting It would not do any good (36%) .

AY

s

NOTE: Our sample Includes too few victims of
serlous crimes other than burglary and vandalism
to allow statistlcal reliability in evaluatlion of
use of firearms.

(uayle, Plosser & Jompany, Inc. e

G £ AN i g Bk i o

AR S ARl S K SOt Al S AN AT S S S AN AR Ot SRS bt o S St Y




P
%

et

Virginia Residents Who
Report Being Victimjzed
But DId Not Report The
Crine To Police'

Uld Not Feport The Criwme

B ause

Tk R b,

Wasn't Tmportant, didn'e
matter enough, was not
serfous

Didn't think 1t would do
any good, would not help,
would not catch/convict
the one responsible

*

Didn't get around to It

Fear, §frald of revenge,
criminal would get even

Didn't want to become involved

%

Ly

36

w1

6. A majority of 58 per cent claim to know

someone who has

been a victim of crime in tne past few ~

years. Almost a third report knowledge of a burglary

victim, while a quarter report knowledge of a victim

of vandallsm: ‘ -

All Virginia Résldents

Samﬁonc:l Know Has Been A Viectim

Burglary

Vandal lsm

Robbery

‘Car Theft "
Assaul ¢ ’
Larceny

Rape

Kurder/mans)aughter

3
58

(}nayiex Plosser & Company, Ing,
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Fear of General Crime

FINDING: Majoritles of Virginla residents are
only slightly or not at all fearful of each of
eight general crimes tested, although from one
third to almost half are at least somewhat fear-
ful of all of them. Levels of fear are highest
for vandalism, burglary, and robbery, somewhat
lower for assault and rape, and lowest for
larceny, murder/manslaughter, and car theft,

Fear of crime correlates with maximum concern
about crime as a problem In Virginia, past
experience as a victim, and a perceived
detertoration in area living conditlons,
while those who perceive improvement In area
conditlons and those who know no victlm of -
crime are less fearful than average.

Women, resldents of large Independent cities,
and residents of Planning Districts 20 through
22 are especially fearful of almost every
crime, while men and residents of non-urban
counties and Planning Districts 1 through

& and 11 through 14 show relatively low

levels of fear.,

Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc.
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at least somewhat feart

{, Close to half of Virginia's residents are

ul that they or members of their

familics will become vicgims of vandallsm, burglary,

or robbery, Somevihat fever, but
minorities, fear assault,

and car thefts

still substantlal

arceny, murdgr/manslaughter,

Virginla Residents Who Say They Are:

Very
Fearful
4
‘Téta\ Respondents
Vandal {sm 22
Burglary 22
Robbery ‘ 21
Assault 20
Rape 20
Larceny 12
Murder/mans laughter 17
Car theft 10

somewhat  Slightly HNot At All

2. In general, concern about each of these

.-

erimas tends to be highest among:

gohcern about crime as a problem in Virginia; those

who perceive de

terloration In the area in which they

1ives those who have themselves been victims in recent

years; and women. Those who know no victim of crime

show bolow average fearfulness:

Quayle, Plesser & Company,

Fearful Fearful Fearful

2 P4 Z

27 27 24
26 30 22
26 28 25
21 29" 29
16 23 Lo
19 31 36
13 26 43
20 31 38

those wlth maximum
s,

Virglnia

Residents Who:”

3. In general,. fear of these crimes is highest‘

in large independent cities and lowest in non-urban

counties; highest in Planning Districts 20 through 22

and lowest in Districts 1 through 6 and 11 through 14;
) H

and higher among women than among men.

o

- Quayle, Plegser & Company, Inc.

Show Have K
_C:I . Max i~ Been .NZOW
re mUm Vic= Vic= Pet
. trcelve Their
g;n{i y Concern  tim tim To Haveechgﬁgé Qge?
) si= Mo~ About of of Tho : T} L
ants = men Lrime Cpine Crime Better W;ise
P4 b4 S % 2 2 %
Report'
Being Very
Or Somewhat
Fearful Oﬁi
, Vgndalism 49 53 55 58 . L kg 55
| 5
Burglary 48 55 ° 56 55 42 43 60
Robbery &7 54 55 " 53 B ks 55
5
Assault [y 50 52 43 36 35 53
Rape 36 L7 h3 38 33 3‘ L2 -
Ctareeny 31 35 37 ko 25 29 39
Murder/ - |
. Manslaughter 30 37 36 3 31 28 35
Car Theft 30 31 34 35 24 28 35
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Fear Of Malking Around Local Ne fghborhood,
Nearly Shooping Center, And licarest Dovi=
Lmhlnrwxln Virginia

FINDIG:  While clght out of ten Virginians

feel at least falrly safe walking around their

own nelghborhoods, and three out of four have
Httle fear of walking around the shopping
arca or center they visit most frequently, a
majorlty express at least some trepidation
about walklng the streets of the downtown
area of the Virginia clty nearest their home.

As with fear of specific kinds of crime, it
tends to be resldents of large independent
cities rather than non-urban counties and
residents of Planning Districts 20 through
22 rather than Districts 1 through 6, 7
through 9, or 11 through 14 who feel least
sccure, Women tend to express concern

more than men.

(uayle, Plesser & Company, lnc.
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DISCUSSIOH: ‘ .
1. Réspondents~wcre presented with a card
showlng four'statements and asked to sélect the one
which cones closest to describling how they feel about
waltking around on the streets within their own nelghbor-
hood, walking around in the shopping area or center they

visit most frequently, and Nalking around the downtown

.area of the Virginia clty closest to where they llive:

"Wery safe. | would walk around alone
without worrytng about {t,H

“Fairly safe. | would walk around alone
- but would be cautlous, especially at
wight M C

“Falrly unsafe. | might walk around alone
if | had to, at least during the day, but

| would be very cautlous, and | would not

walL around alone at night."

"Wery unsafe. | would not walk around
alone, even during the day, and | might
. not walk around even with somebody else."

~ About a fifth reported feeling fairly or very unsafe
‘ wélking around In their own-neighborheood, about a
- quarter indicated some fear of waik]ng around” In the

. shopping center they vislt most often, and a majority

4

Indicated feeling unsafe in the downtown area of the

nearest Virginla éity:

Compa ny, Inc.”
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Lo All Virginia Residents ’
g Describing Walking Around In:
g ~ ® ,
. The Downtown :
Their The Shopping Area of the .
Oown Center Visited Nearc:.st Virginia . . : Virginia Residents Who Say
Meighborhood Host Often City v “'They Feel Unsafe Walking Around
® ; : % 2 2 ) ; ' | ' The Downtown
. X : ‘ Thelr Own The Shopping Area 0f The
Very safe Lo 25 16 C . i _ Neighbor= Center Visit- Nearest
: o ‘ o i " hood ed Most Often Virginia City
Falrly safe 43 L8 31 T . % R % ‘
® : : oo » : Anong All Virginia - '
gl Fairly unsafe 13 17 . 24 ‘® - ... Residents ' 19 23 51
Very unsafe 6 6 27 o - Large independent cities 2 31 6L
‘ o o Large urban counties .15 17 51
Not sure *® * 2 o L Non~-urban counties ' 13 20 : 37
.. % Less than 0,5 percent ; L :'.,' ' . Planning Districts . U .
~ ' LTI o B ) 16 , 13 30
T . _ 7-9 12 14 . 3k
) R : S [ Y o 15 16 23
2, Again, it is residents of large lrdependent - : . . e . .10, 15-19 - 21 . 25 63
| : . , S : | 20-22 2k 32 | 68
cities and Planning Districts 20 through 22, those who . . . ‘
. : - ) , Area changed for the better 13 19 . 51
feel their area has deteriorated over the past few ‘ ' L . -« Area changed for the worse - - 30 . 31 60
years, and women who are most likely to feel unsafe: o I ' Female ) . ' 25 29 54
[ o ® e | | ‘ :
- ' , o B N it is important to note that percelved deterioration
s o | o f ' - o - : ' . “ B of neighborhood 1s a direct correla{e of fear of
® : , , o ‘ ‘ . ® ‘ ) crime in that n'eighborhood’.
° . ‘ °
o (uayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. - . | | T ' o
~ T | Quayie, Plesser & Company, Inc. e
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Dqgrué of Uancern'hbout Sclected Crimes

FINDING:  When Virginia resldents were asked

to indicate thelr degree of concern about each
of ih selected crimes, the highest ranked is

the sale and use of hard drugs by strong majori«
ties. Sale or use of marljuana, offering or
accepting bribes, embezzlement, and public
drunkenness all arouse majority concern, and
more concern than that Inspired by shoplifting
of tax evasion. ~ '

Virgintans are least worried about pornography,
prostitution, illegal gambling, or homosexual
acts between concenting adults, with majorities
rating them of little or no concern.

Resldents of different areas of the state, and
various demographlc groups, tend to offer com=
parable asscssments of. each crime, though there
are individual variations. Interestingly, one
group of crimes--prostitution, sale or use of
mari juana, public drunkenness, sale or show=
ing of pornography, and, to a lesser extent,
I1legal gambling=~tend to be of greater con-
cern to women than to men, to older rather
than younger reslidents, and are of particu-
lar concern to residents of Planning Dis=
tricts 1 to 6 and 20 to 22. This pattern

does pot show up with regard to homosexual
acts between consenting adults, use of hard
drugs, or the other trimes tested.

T

(uayle, Plesser & Gompany, Inc.
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Almost nine out of ten residents report being
at least s méwhap conéerned about both the use and
sale of herein and other hard drugs, with seven out
of ten c%pressing strong concern., Bribery, marijuana,
embezz&ement; and public drunkenness rank next in
priority with roughly twb out of three expressing
concern, Majorities also are concerned about shop-
1ifting (58%).and tax evasfon (53%),.though signifi-
cant minorities indicate little or no concern. At
the bottom of the list come pornography, pnosfltution,
illeéal gambiing, and homosexual acts between con=
senting adults, all of which arouse little or no

concern for majorities:

. Virginla. Residents Who Say They Are:

Very " Somewhat. Slightly Not At All
‘ Concerned Concerned Concerned Concerned
: . ' 4 2 F3 b2

Use of heroin and hard drugs 72 15 7 6
Sale of heroin and hard drugs 71 16 9 4
Acceptance of bribes by . o :

public officials : kg . 22 15 13
Sale of marijuana k7 21 16 16
Offering of bribes to . ' .

public offlcials ‘ Ly 24 18 13
Use of marijuana L5 20 15 18
Embezzlement 42 .2k 19 14
Public drunkenness 38 25 22, 15
Shoplifting - 29 29 25 17
Tax evasion 24 29 25 21
Sale or showing of pornography 28 19 21 29
Prostitution 21 19 ' 22 35
l1legal gambling 17 22 25 35
Homosexual acts between con= o

senting adults 20 12 18 L7

(Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc.
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| VAR Dearee Of Feailiarity YWith Specific Elements ‘ : i
o I The Crininal Justice System ’ ‘ i CY
’y T - | : D I1SCUSSION:
¢ Fliti}iii&: fss might be expected, Virginians are
mssg f?miiiar with locally-based and high 1. More than seven out of ten Virginla resi-
visibility clements of the criminal justice '
ﬁys;tcm*-c:o:mnty, town, municipal, and state dents are at least somewhat famlltar with local
pollece, and at somevhat lower levels, county : |
N ?h?giffs, Commonwealth's attorneys, ;nd local county/town/municipal police, and six out of ten with
* Jabis, ™ » - '
[ ) the state police, County sheriffs, local Common-
Hajorities express little or no familiarity R ‘ '
w%t.h m?st court and correctlons functions, wealth's attorneys, and local jalls, all community
with about a third to less than four out of '
. ten Indicating at loast some famlllarity. _ ‘ based, are somewhat less familiar, .though a substantial

The non=-existent Cltlzen's Committee to Re~
duce Crime (Included as a benchmark to evalu-
ate overstatement of famlliarity) registers
as ncar the bottom in familiarity, but at a

‘ level comparable to that for the little known i

® Diviston of Justice and Crime Prevention, ‘ ' w
Councll on Criminal Justice, and Criminal . »
Justice Offlcers Training Standards Commission.

® minority is at least somewhat famlliar with each.
Most of the court major corrections functlons are

familiar to from about a third to less than four

s e ko 4 o e e i i &~ ¢

out of ten, while some of the corrections functions

. and various commissions, including the ©ivision of

P ) ‘ i Justice and Crime Prevention and the mythical
w} . ' ' ’ E} ‘ "Citizen's Committee to Reduce Crime", reglster
f low levels of familiarlity. |

o a
. - ®
° %
. ®
. * f‘
4
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Virginia Resldents Describing !

® v, ‘ Their Dearee of- Familiarity As: , ‘. 5 ~h8 - .

3 ' ' Triremely  Somewhat STightly Tever tzard i
: Familior  Familiar Familiar . 0f/flot Sure _

ity T, Z }:} ‘6 z & . . . )

{um; Xt Job Pcrfor.‘mf?ncc Ratings For Specific Clements

1 Losal County/Toun In The Criminal Justice System

N . . Vg&‘v * “c ; t ‘ . "i . - . : ’v s . .

g 51;:;:{{3;;;%:;2{‘5& ‘Ma, '?’? Zé ‘ ;g ' L’; {i‘ , FINDING: Pollce elements In the criminal

C:’;x;ti{y Sheriff 15 3] i3 11 ' justice system are rated quite well in Vir=

'Lw%l Cfri:%@}rwmal th's P ginla, with state police holding the highest
igttii(}ré:»:a? - " 29 I 12 scare, Most court functions are rated at
1 N h J : .

Local Jatls 12 3] 48 g £ least modcragely well, whHe.unfavorable .
¢ The Sunrems Cc : scores are given all corrections elements, with
‘ : Suprens Court of ‘® ol . tent Vi he 1

ViFalnle 9 29 52 10 e state penitentiary recelving the lowest

, g rating.

Stute Clrcult Courts 9 28 L8 15 o

Stete fieneral District y

Courts 10 26 b9 15 |
. Juvenile and Domestic P .
® fielations District Courts 10 26 L6 18 , ‘e DISEVsa ION
' Public Defenders 3 26 k7 18 Kl More than three out of four resldents give the

Probatlon and Parole B .

Services 8 26 48 18 S - state police favorable marks, with other police func=

Local Haglistrates 8 25 48 19 ;

3 Juvenile Instltutions 8 23 L9 .20 . o tions, and all of the court functions except Juvenile
® State Penftentiory 7 22 58 13 ‘@ o . ‘

Community Youth Homes 6 20 42 32 IR and Domestic Relatlons District Courts rated favorably.

fdult Correctlonal Centers s 16 49 31 VoL _ o . ‘

Virginia State Crime Lo Unfavorable marks are reserved for all of the correc-
— Commlssion 4 .15 48 33 » :
gﬁ rdult Correciional . ’ tions functions and various commissions.
| Fleld Units U 14 L3 39 @ - '

Adult Pre-Release - ! ‘ : : Ratings are particularly “bouncy'" within plan=-

Activitles Center . b 13 . 38 45 . , . v ‘

Division of Justice and A - ning districts. Pollce functlions receive above aver-

Crime Prevention 3 12 - 37 48 o : , .
° Cltizen's Committee To - . £ age scores among Planning Districts 11-14 residents,
Reduce Crime ‘ 2 9 33 56 . ‘
Council on Criminal ‘ ' ' while disproportionately ‘favorable scores for court
Justice - . 2 8 30 60 g ' - -
Criminal Justice Offlcers - : ' ERE : ' and corrections functions are observed in Planning
Tralnlng Standards Commission 2 8 23 67 i .
° | | i R : ;;f. Districts 1-6,
. 2. In general, the highest familiarity with most .
of these elemants in Virginia's criminal justice system : 3§
appears In non-urban counties and Planning Districts 1 . )
* through 6, while knowledge is lowest in the large Indepen- . ' . o '
dent citles and Planning Districts 11 through 4. Famil-
larity tends to rise with income and education, to peak i .

with those age 25 to 34 and fall off with age, and is

e iy

beluw average among black Virginians.

® Quayle, Plesser & Company, inc. L ~ Huayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. S
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“r All Yirainia Residents Rating Each: X X1V, Ratlng Of State Performance On Juvenile

. ‘ Del inquency B

Excel lent, Only Fair, Not Sure, . oo . .. :
Pretty Good  Poor Hever Heard Of 1t  [* FIDING: Virginia |s glven uniformly two-to~
13 g 3 i : one unfavorable ratings on preventing and
controlling juvenile dellnquency, and on
: State Pollce 77 17 6 rehabilitation of dellnquents,
@ County Sheriff 5l 25 21 o
Local County/Twan/ A et
Hunielpsl Police 61 31 8 ‘
Losal Commonwealth's S DISCUSSION:
ALLOTNEYS 50 27 23 - o , o
A The Supreme Court of : I 1. The state of Virginia recelves relatively
* Virginla 50 27 23 e I
Publlic Defenders Lo 27 33 , D o low marks in preventing and controlling juvenile
Local Maglstrates 39 26 35 | : e
Stutln General Olstrict P E delinquency, as well ‘as in the area of rehabilitating
Courts ho 31 29 I ' -
® State Clrcult Courts .. ko 32 28 N -~ delinquents:
- Criminal Justice Offlcers ' ‘ e R ' , . ‘
Tralning Stendards Commisslon 13 14 73 e ] . o
Community Youth Homes © 26 29 45 Virginians Rating The State's
Juvenfle and Domestle ’ R : . Performance On:

Relations District Courts 30 39 31 N .- - . )
‘5’ probation and Parole : - S : R Preventing — Controlling  Rehabilitating
8. Servicas . 28 38 34 {} , Delinquency Delinguency Delinquents

Divislon of Justice and ‘ o , ) .
Crime Preventlon 18 24 58 . _ L% ‘ % %
Cltlzents Commlttee to . ‘ : : ‘ ‘ _‘ :
Reduces Crime 16 21 63 _ Excellent 3 2 4
° : Local Jalls 33 47 20 ‘ ' _ '
Virginla State Crime ' o Pretty good - 26, 28 27
Commisslon 2l - .30 - Ly 1. . : X
Adult Pre-Release - : Only fair - , 39 ho 35
Activitles Center 18 26 56 R o ‘
Adult Correctlonal Fleld ) - . Poor v , -2k _ 22 . 21
o Unlts | 19 28 . 53 | |
' Juvenlile Institutions 25 39 36 o Not sure ‘ o 8 8 13
Adult Correctional Centers 21 32 L7 IR coo ' . . : L
Counell On Criminal ] . . . A 2 .
Justles | 12 20 8 2. Residents with a college educati
| | | State Panimnctary 25 47 58 , tth a coilege e_ u'catlon are
® | ) 4 ® ) particularly displeased with the states performance
) in th!s area as are residents of Planning Districts 7-9.
® | ravin e v mpany 1 . . ¥,y J .
' Quayle, Plesser & Gompeny, Inc. ) o C Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. L
s # SE it i Yo T ', il (Rt il Sk A A RN G N B el AR O o e e . _’_‘aw‘ vesger:

R T I TR




Ezg

bAP Ratlng of Stale Performance on Alcohol and Drug
Maine

CFiibHiG: Virginia is rated about as badly on
preventing, controlling, and treating alcoholism
and drug abuse as on juvenile delinquency. State
residents are most critical with regard to preven=
tion efforts and least critical of treatment
efforts,

DISCUSSIoN:

1. Only a quarter rate the state well on pre~
venting algoholism and drug abuse, compared to two-

thirds who asslgn negatlive marks., The state fares

somewhat better, but still badly on control efforts, and

least critically on treatment programs,

Virginia Residents Rating The State's Performance On:

Controlling
Alcoholism
And Drug Abuse

Preventing
Alcoholism

Treating
. Alcoholism

And Drug Abuse

And Drug Abuse

’ < % %

Excellent 3 5 b
Pretty good 22 ' 27 ‘ .27
only Falr 36 Ty 36
Poor 30 23 , 19
_ Not sure 9 ” '8 14

2. Residents age 16-2h assign particularly low

scores to the state's performance on preventing alcoholism/

2

drug abuse (41% poor rating).

Quayle, Plesser & Company, ne. -
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) Xvi, Perceived Training Requirements for Specific Law

j < Enforcement/Correction System Occupations

G FINDIRG: Roughly half of Virginia's residents feel
i' police officers, adult corrections officers,

; juvenite officers, and probation and parole officers
. should all have more training. Only judges are

: generally perceived as having enough training now,
i On balance, the perceived need for additional

. training tends to risec with urbanization, education,
o and income, falls as age rises, and is somewhat

; above average among blacks.

DISCUSSION:

[ ey . .

, Exactly half of Virginia's residents say police

officers and adult corrections officers require more

6:3 ‘ ' ’ training., Almost as many say the same about juvenile

) _ ‘ »

; officers and probation and parole officers. By a two-

i "to-one margin, judges are regarded as having enough

. training now.
@

. -
+ ./ o

®
@
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“53- -
’ Virginia Residents Who Say Each Element:
Of The Criminal Justice System:

. Heed @Qre Have Enough Overtrained MHot
Trainirg How (Vol.) Sure

1 % % 3 k3

Police officers 50 L2 ] 7

Adult corrections officers 50 30 1 lé
Juvenile offlcers L7 . 37 1 15 .

Probation and parole officers U5 39 1 15

Judges . . 30 60 1 9

4

A somewhat higher than aVCragé proportion of"-

resldents who have had contact with the police indicate

that additional training .for police officers is

appraprlaté (56%).

~

(uayle, Plesser & Company, Ine.
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XV Familiarity With And Attitude Toward the High
Indidence Target Program

FINDING: Less than a quarter of Virginia's
residents are even slightly familiar with the
High Incidence Target Program statewide,.though’
a slim majority in Planning Districts 20 through
22 and a near majority in the large independent
cities claim some familiarity.

Those that are at least somewhat famillar with
the program give it favorable marks, on balance.

DISCUSSION:

1. Only 3 bercent report high familiarity with
HIT, also known as PACE in the Richmond area; 8 percent
claim moderate ?amiliarity; and 12 percent say they are

slightly familiar with it.

All Virginia Residents

Extremeiy familiar ' § '
Somewhat familiar ~ 8
Only slightly. familiar  _ 12
Not at all Familiar ' 75

Not sure : . 2

2, Faﬁiliarity is close to or better than majority
levels in large independent cities and Planning Districts

20 through 22, but only a fifth or less elsewhere.

Quayle, Plesser & Lompany, Ine. o
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XVitt, Importance and Effectiveness of Organized Efforts
L A ' {:} of Community Residents To Prevent Crime
{ﬂgﬁ i " ' FINDING: Strong majorities, esphecially in large
- . ) 2 : indeperident cities, in Planning Districts 20 to 22,
L Virginia Residents Who Report They Are: v and among blacks, feel that comamunity organizations
- : comprised of local citizens and aimed at preven~
. Extronaly  Somewhat Only Slightly ' ting crime are quite important and can accomplish
| f?émy&r Familiar Familiar ‘ something, but very few know of any such group.
e . . 1T P :
With WIT  Mith HIT  Mi tth - )
- , ; - = 7 |
¢ ' 3 g 12 DISCUSSION:
A1l Virainla fesidents 3 - -
. | es 17 23
Larne Independent clties g 5 5 o i. Almost eight out of ten Virginia residents feel
Large urban gounties i 2 5 ry
® Hlon=urban counties N it is quite or extremely important for local community residents
Planning Districts: ’ 7 4 B ‘to join in organized efforts to help prevent crime:
B . 3 6 ‘
Tug | - _1_ - - R . : . All Virginia Residents
11=14 ’ g 7 B _ : " ‘ :
10, 15-19 2 7 29 S Co B
¢ 20~22 ° - S -
_ Extremely important 36
3, Of those 23 percent of all Virginia residents “”3 ' . Quite important 43
‘B who are at lcas‘t s]ightly: familiar wi th HIT or PACE, 53 . e : Not too important 15
| Per‘cénﬁ r‘a’hc the program favorable, while 30 percent Not at all important g
rate it only falr or poor. Not sure 1 )
‘ * . . ! +
R All Residents Who AFC At : : . : 2. Almost as many feel such organized community groups
Least Slightly Familiar : B . . : . ‘
With HIT or PACE « can do at least a fair amount to prevent crime:,
.. % : . P
Excel lent 1h S | o .. All Virginia Residents
@ < Pretty good 3 ~ : .
: A great deal ' , 34
only fair 2h S : , .
' : : - » W T ‘ ‘ . A fair amount , 38
Poar . 6 , : , e . . o ‘ .
. ' ' . Only a little 20
d Hot sure 17 ' | | ‘ . |
’ Nothing at all .- 5
- Not sure o 3
R . ’ ) . ‘ } . .' ‘ .
- ~ : le, Plesser & Company, inc
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® @
€5i§ 2, Th&“ﬁzrmngcsﬁ support for community organi- ?€w§ : ‘ : P .
S : . N . XX, The Role of the Indlvidual In Preventing Crime
sutton exlsts in the Jarge independent cities, In Planning o : . e
o | | ,. FINDING: Virginlans also feel that an individual
Distriets 20 through 22, and among blacks. ‘ : . ‘ can do at least a'fair amount to prevent crime,
' ] particularly residents of Planning Districts |
Virginia Residents Who Feel . ' : ghrough 6t and.thoggvin ?IghqrVincome.houscholds.
o Communi ty Organization: . | . The o{dgst residents, b]dcks, Lhosc with the
Py ‘ © Te AT Least Can Do At Least ® S . l.oxgest incomes, a?d residents of !?Iann;lng Dis=
‘ : Quite Important A Falr Amount : tricts 7 thrgugﬁ.g are lgast copvinced of the
' " » efficacy of individual efforts.
o _ :
‘ , ) ) ) Most Virginia residents -have taken specific steps
; ALl Virglnta Residents 79 12 a to protect themselves against crime within the
» } ‘ ‘o S past few years. The most common involve increased
' Large tndependent clties 85 79 ' : t alertness/caution (37%), not going out alone at
Large urban counties 78 69 - : night (21%), avoiding dangerous areas (26%), and,
Hon-urban counties 67 63 o o in the area of home protection, adding/changing
o ‘ o locks (32%) and leaving lights and/or a radio on
( Planning Districts’ AR when nobody is home (31%).. -
A lto6 73 63 >
7 to 9 | 76 65 ' ‘ e DISCUSSION:
11 to 14 73 77 o ‘
10, 15~19 . 78 . 7h , : , : :
20 to 22 87 ' 81 ﬁ:} _ , 1. More than a quarter of Virginia's residents
Blacks 8 77 o ‘ think individuals can do a great deal to protect themselves and
0 N their families from crime, and seven out of ten.think they can
I, Only 17 percent know of any citizen or community groups: : :
, ' do at least a fair amount.
i nia Resid ® <
All Virginia Residents : : o , All Virginia Residents
A Know of such a group 17 . . : A great deal . 27
[ ] ) 8 : ' : :
Dpn t know of any group ! | A fair amount | B
Not sure 2 Only a little o 25
- , ‘ Nothing at all , 5
® ® '
‘ flonvln Dlasony © fay ~ . | . ' , )i s . .
. - Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. . . . Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc.
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2, Most Virginians have taken some step to protect
themselves, partlcularly in terms of greater caution and in~
ereasing seeurity in the home. Approximately 11% volunteered

that they have purchased a firearm.

All Virginia Residents

' rd
Increased alertness/caution 37
Added/changed locks A ' 32
Leave lights/radio on In home
whan not thcra' 31
Don't go to dangerous areas 26
bon't go out alone at night . 21
Gotten a dog ’ .13
Bought a flrearm for home/car/ ,
person , 1
Harked p?ssessions with D 5
Learned self-defense 4
Put In alarm system 4 - .
Jolned a communitY/cI}izen groupn « 2
Carry a whistle/means of .
summoning help 2

Ouayle, Plesser & Company, Ine. =~
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XX.

Attitudes Toward Specific Court Related lssues

FINDING:  OF the court related Issues raised

here, only one---"judges handing down sentences
that are too harsh''-~~is not considered serious
by a majority of residents statewide.
Conversely, one of the most serious problems
identifled by the public in Virginia is that
"judges hand down sentences that are too
lenient!', ]

-
Other problems perceived by significant
majorities of Virginians to be "quite' or
""extremely' serious include: "a backlog of
cases waiting to be heard', "citizens fear of
testifying in criminal cases' and 'cases drag
out too long!',

Somewhat less serious in the minds of Virginia
residents is the ''system favoring the rich
over the poor''--=though a majority consider
that problem at least 'quite' serious. While
lower income families in general seém no more
sensitive to this problem than.those in

higher brackets, black residents demonstrate
significantly higher than average levels of
concern for this problem.

While a majority regards four problems---
reluctance of people to testify because of
personal inconvenience, the inability of:
jurors to understand what is going on and
therefore to make fair decisions, a shortage
of good defense lawyers for the needy, and
reluctance of people to serve on juries—--
as only moderately serious or not at all
serious problems, a significant minority
perceive these problems to be quite or
extremely serious. o

Quavle, Plesser & Company, Inc.
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S ONE } . )
‘§.} 1, The degree of perceived seriousness of ten : €:} |
® seteeted court related problems is summarized: , @
All Virginia Resldents Who Say
The Problem 158
Eriromely Quite loderately Not P _ ‘
» Sarious  Serious Serious Serious N XXI.  Familiarity With/Attitude Toward The Change
L : o g % % % From An Independent To A Unified Court System
, ’ : . ) . 3 . »
Canes drag out too long 32 31 24 1 L FlND}NG. Only a fifth of Virginia's residents
el tlzens are afrald to 9 ' are at all familiar wgth the change from an
tﬁ?ii}Y in criminal cascs 33 28 25 independent to'a unified court svsrem a few
The;;‘fﬁ a large backlog of ' 1 7 - years ago. Of those who are at v ast slightly
éaéﬂn‘waitiﬂh to be heard 30 31 2 famliaar.W|th the change, very few are critical
Judqbp“hahdg“q'dgwn senlences 20 15 ?f Tt, with about a third regarding it as an
;&&é . too lenient 34 24 2 improvement and a plurality feeling that it
The syst?m favors the rich 2 2 22 18 makes no Q1fferenc§.‘
over the poor ’
people are reluctant to ol .
testify bogouse of personal 9 23 - 32 17 - ~ DISCUSSION:
inconvenlence : . . '
Too wany Juries Ga?tt underz _ _ . 1. Three out of four Virginian's are not at
stand what 18 golng on an : G . . . X '
éh@refurc cannut make & 9 29 ol 26 ‘ » all faTilxar with the recent change, while 20 percent
folr declsion ‘ s . Cyr e
Thers are not cnou%h go?d indicate some, though mostly slight, fam{liar|ty.
3 Y 5 r t \ﬂ ';
Too MmNy pcople are reluctant g 30 23 AVl Virginia Residents
® to serve on juries . 13 L7 @ _ | .
h Judges handing down sentences , : 20 56 . B .
that are too harsh 3 8 - Extremely famlloax ) | 2
| - Somewhat familiar _ 6
@ Only slightly familiar 12
® v )
Not at all familiar 77
Not sure o 3
. ®
@ '
el 1Plpest nafy, k. . : 3 .
" Quayle, Plesser & Gompaay, : o  Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. ,
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XXtl. Attitude Toward Public Defenders vs.
@ Court Appointed Lawyers )

N ‘ . . . . FINDING: Virginians favor public defenders
® 2. Those who have at least slight familiarity o ‘over court appointed lawyers by a three-to-
) one margin. :

with the change tend to feel it is an Improvement
Those who feel public defenders are hetter

P ) o en e vaps o i . r . )
(35%) or represents no sligniflcant difference (45%). . argue that they care mare about the defandents,
® Only 3 perc i} r1tical t‘i : can concentrate more time on cases, can carry

‘ nly 3 percent are critical. out more thorough investigations, and are

less likely to be involved in conflicts of
Jdnterests.
. Virginia Residents Who ere

Ave At Least STightly ' Proponents of court appointed lawyers argue
@ Familiar With The Change @ : primarily that they are likely to be more
To A Unified Court System ; | capable, qualified attorneys, and to a lesSer
% extent that they will care more about '

~defendents than public defenders would.
hn Tmprovement over the '

old system 35 ’ ’ .
, '@ DISCUSSION:
® Worse than the old : . 3 - .
sys tem 3 B . ' 1. A majority of 55 pertent favors public
Ho difference ~ ks ' _ - ‘ defenders, compared to 18 percent who prefer court
5} Hot sure ' " 17 appointed lawyers. '
. : ALl Virginia Residents
o ° Public defenders : 55 .
. Court appointed lawyers_ 18
. ' ' e ' " Both the same } 12
° P ' | Not sure ‘ 15
® ¢ ,

Quayle, Plesser & Gompany, Inc. S
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g’ 2. Propeneats of cach system tend to offer ‘ -y ) ’
St ‘ ) @ . ’ '1“;} A . . .
stinhily different supporting argumznts, those backing XX1ll. Attitude Toword A Special Administrative
g . : , ' : Procedure For Traffic Violations
court appoloted lawyers concentrating o qualifications . )
: , . FINDIHG: Virginlans are overwhelmingly in
with 1o thnse favoring publlic defenders offering a wider . ‘favor of establishment of a special aduinis-
- : trative procedure to speed up dealing with
range of arauoeots, E .+ traffic violations.
L ‘
' Virginia Residents L
Who Prefer: , o DISCUSSION:
Publlic Court Appointed X . : '
Defenders Le;'r:yers‘ P ;' ‘ Some four out of ten respondents call the
. 3 % z T idea an excellent one, and more than eight out of
Core wore about the defendants, J o _ d '
really want to help 34 19 K ten feel It is at least pretty good.
Can concentrate more time for the : |
defendant, don't postpone cases ) ‘ ) . .
» | for personal convenience 26 6 N All Virginia Residents
‘ Can carry out better/more ‘ . | _ %
- tharough Tnvestigations 26 © 12 : ' . - !
Less confllict of in%emst 23 ' 8 E Excellent 0
, Hore capable, qualified attorneys 13 33 ' , o .
k3 Hove Tnvestigators X 13 , ] ” : , Pretty good . ' o
® Hore experlenced, mature » ' only fal : , -
| pLrorneys 6 14 * e aly tfair _
Costs lcss L 8 , - * boor ) : 3
Not sure | 6
® ' - |
* ®
® ' ,.‘ - . ;
Q \ . ‘ : : .
. . luayle, %‘“5‘ Gom }‘“‘h Inc. S e | . Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. .
9 §
':~/?ji‘/:”"“ o ‘““/“" jﬂ&%”W‘M‘f"ri;ww“’%w’“‘w“’““*” P R T T R e g e m~z*~*§r~m*mw*m‘”;~’*‘“*W?W'%WFVWW#«Bz P N s g % T L M B T Y o o Y I S g ?




“67~'

LAY, © Attltude Toward Plea Bargalning

FIMOING:  State resldents oppose plea bargaining
by better than 3 two-to-one margin., Opposition
halds at about that level or higher among all de~
mographlic groups and in every part’of the state.

BISEUSS LM

fy l .
3 aed
B SR

*

1. Plea bargalnling was defined for respondents
a5 a4 system under which a proscecutor lets a person charged
with o erime plead gullty to a lesser charge, especially
when the prosecutor Is not sure he can get a conviction on
the more serlous charge, B8y letting the defendant plead
gullty to a lesser charge, a lcngtgy trial Is avoided and
Judges can concentrate on trying other cases.' A\mos; six
out of ten Indicated opposition while only é8 éercent reg-’

Istered support for the system.

. All Virginia Residents
Favor ' ég
Oppose . 59
Not sure - 13

2, Opposition to plea bargaining 1s observed
among all demographlic and attitudinal groups identified here,
and 1s particularly strong In Planning Districts 11=14 (Favor

Wit /0ppose GA%),

XXV.

(8

Goals of the Correctlon System

FIMDING: A plurality just short of a majority fecls
rehabilltation is the most Important purpose of the

corrections system, with second preference going to

protection of socicty against future crimes an indi=
vidual might commit.

Punishing the individual convicted of a crime ts re=
garded as the least important function of a correct-
lons system.

ln actual practice, Virginians feel the system in
operation gives priority to punishment, with rehabili~
tation ranking second.

While there arc variations within specific subgroups,
the same general priorities are consistent. .

DISCUSS 108

1. To a certain extént, at least, Virginians perceive that

the corrections system in operation tends to emphas ize what they re~

gard as the. least lmportant of 'three goals’4— punishment:

. A1} Virginia Residents Who Say The
. Correction System's:
Perceived Major
Most Least Goal of
Important lmportant *Virginia's
Purpose ts Purpose s Correction System Is

b3 3 %

- Punishing the individual
convicted of a crime 20 Iy . 35

Protecting society against

_future crimes an indivi-

dual might commit 29 Y E 18
Rehabilitating the indivi-

dual so that he might

become a productive '
" .citizen L7 20 30
Not sure : T 22 17

¥
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i LA fepetien to Correction System froposal: 6:5 ‘ 2. Three out of -four (75%) are In favor of small
_Q.;'" - X - .

. Finptit:  Vieginians strongly endorse the concept
- . of work and study release programs for prisoners
) who have not comaltted serious crimes.

residential facllities such as group homes for localized com-
mupity rehabilitation treatment of all but hard-core Juveniie

Virginicns show even less opposition to small

p A delinquents, and only 12 percent arec opposed.
residential facilities such as group homes el 9 v e Y P P

» " “where all but the most hard-core juvenile delin- A1l Virginia Residents
' - guents could recefve localized community rehabili=~ ;
tatlon treatment than they do to work and study %
releuse programs for adult prisoners. Agaln, this
Is true In al) parts of the state and among all Favor ‘ 75
subgroups of the population. - .
L . Oppose 12
A ([t should be polnted out that this finding -does not
necessarl ly mean that Virginians will necessarily - Depends (Vol.) 9
welcome such facilities within their own communities )
or nelghborhoods . Not sure L
-
1. Fully three out of four (75%) endorse the part-
£ _ .
quwﬁ time prisoner concept==-vhere adult prisoners who have not com- ‘
mitted serlous crimes would be held In jail or prison to participate
In work or study programs, and they would come back to prison for )
o ' the nightes-wlth only 21% objecting. This pattern of support
applies In a)) arcas of the state and among alT‘demographic groups. -
All Virginia Residents - .
. , ~ | %
Favor | \ 75
Oppose : - 21
® . Hot sure ' b
. -~ Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc. N
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FYA AR Lttieudes Tovard The Corrections Systiem

FIHniiiG:  Resfdents strongly: feel that persons
convietrd of minor crirmas should not be sent to

o centratized prisons where they will come in con-
tact with hardened criminals. ‘

Similarly, majorities, though smalier ones, feel
Yirginia should turn to smpller community facill-
tles rather than large prisons, and more pecple
convicted of crimes should be sent to community
rehabilitation centers rather than to prison.

01 the other hand, a majority feel prisoners
should scerve out their full terms rather than
be paroled as soon as possible, and a plurality
feel prisonars should serve longer terms than
they do now. .

1. Almost nine out of ten respondents oppose

sending persons convicted of minor crimes to centralized prisons

2. Most Virgintans, with the exception of blacks
and residents of Planning Districts 11 through 14, favor

smaller community prisons wherever possible.

All Planning
Virginla Districts
Res!dents Blacks 11-14
3 3 3
e should use large .
prisons as much as
possible 33 L6 Ll
We should turnAto
smaller community
‘prisons and facili-
ties wherever possible 56 L2 L3
Not sure ‘ ' 1 12 13

3. Simllarly, most Virginians favor community re-

habilitation centers over prisons. Residents of non-urban

vhere they can dome 1n contact with hardened criminals. All de- | countles, Planning Districts 11 through 14, those indicating a
mographic groups agree. ‘ maximum concern about crime, and those age 50 or older are most
| All Virginia Residents likely to disagree.
. Under no clreumstances should F3 . - | e , \ . Maximum
people convicted of minor crimes : - ' Al - Residents &f: ~ Concern
C be sent to centrallzed prisons ‘ Co ‘ o Virginia Non-Urban Planning Dis= About 50 And
' where they come in contact with ) - ' Residents Counties  trict 11-14 Crime Older
hardened criminals . 88 ' % % g 7 z
‘ v o . . ¢ . . . .
: It doesn't really matter what type |® More people convicted of
of crime you commit == all people. , v crimes should be sent to :
convicted of crimes should be C N prison than are now 37 h3 L6 CL I L
sent to a centralized prison - 8 » , '
) . ' - More people convicted of
. Not sure 4 ' erimes should be sent to
e ' ' : : . . community rehabilitation '
' centers rather than to . ) i
prison 51 .43 Lo 43 Lo
! Not sure E : 12 ' LS 13 16
| - T Pleeens § o . - = ~ Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc “
. . Quayle, Plesser & Company, Ine. . ‘ . | . , TGSt G vompany, me.
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- _ XXV, " Reaction to Hiring a Former Offender T
. o PYurntitlee £atend e et e , . ‘ .
{ . b, Pluratitics statewide, In every part of the state, pou, FINDING: Vireginians arc hesitant about hiring

! a former offender as a sales clerk/cashier or a
production worker regardless of the crime for
which the former offender was imprisoned. Re-

' ‘ luctance to fill the z.?es clerk/cashier position
’ is particularly pronouitded««~vis a vis the pro-
duction worker position===for such crimes as

et o every subgrenp, fee)l prisoncrs should serve longer rather
thon shiar ey e,

All Virdinia Residents

. . % - . shoplifting, passing bad checks and car theft,
- Prlonte ro aloul ) f where a production worker job applicant who is
!,”ﬁnif’rfi}u]d sutve longer . ‘a former offender would not be at as much of a
Lot than they do now b5 , disadvantage as the.sales ‘clerk/cashier appli-
bl o e heg " cant.
Prinoners should serve chorter
g teres than they do now ' 21
» ' ) © DISCUSSION:
‘ Hot sure 3 ? e
. v ; 1. Majorities would hesitate to hire any of seven
S« Support for prisoners serving full terms outwelghs
~ - A ‘ , former offenders tested to be a sales clerk/cashler, with three
» support for ecarly parole statewide and in every subgroup. b : ‘ '
out of four indicating such hesitation for all but car thefp.
ALl Virglnia i ' ‘ . v’
- . néq Res Idents The latter causes hesitation in less than a majority if the po-
(s Frisoners should be paroled - ' . ) . )
l?”g a8 noon as possible ' ‘ 32 ) {:} sition is to be production worker, but most are concerned about
Frisoners should scrve out : - hiring the other offenders even for that job. There Is consider-
thele full terms . 54 : L '
‘ : : ably -more variation in degree of concern about hiring somebody as
Hot sure 14 o o . . '
* , a productlon worker than as a clerk/cashneq, with mugging and
A Q ) . possession of heroin causing the most hesitation.

Virginia Residents Who Say They Would Hesitate
| : : , - To Hire Each Former Offender To Be: ’
L ’ » Former Offender Who Served A Production Vorker A Sales Clerk/Cashier

T A Prison Sentence For: ' % - F3
Mugging someone on the street 74 N 76
Possession of heroin : 73 : 76
Shooting someone in a robbery 69 - . : 76
. ' 4 * Breaking into a home and .
: B ‘ ; ® : steailng something 66 | , 75
- Shoplifting 56 7h
Passing bad checks 54 | 73
Car theft : . YA 62
.
. R - ¥ .
e — q L Plesser & Company, Inc. ~
1 R T T N ;.‘ . Quayle, Plesser & Company, inc.
. | . Ounyle, Plesser & Company, Ine. . W yany
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2. ﬂasitaglon about hiring a former
of fender vs a clerk/cashier ls at majority.levels
awang virtuaily all desographic groups. Within that
eontent, and In the case of a potential production
worker, hesltation tends to be most prevalent in non-
urban countices, and smong those who Indicated maximum
concern about crime. |t tends to rise with age and de~

crease &5 Inecone rises.

. Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc.

Al
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- XX1X. Attitudes Toward Gun Control ‘ ‘
C:E FINDING: Virginlans indicate strong support for
both registration of firearms and licensing of
owners, though less for the latter than for the
fgrmcrm--nand they favor such controls for hoth
handguns and rifles.
® DISCUSSION
. l. Almost eight out of ten favor registration of hand-
N guns, and two out of three favor registration of rifles. No demo~
L

_graphic group disagrees.

Virginia Residents Who Say
Registration Of:

‘ . ' ‘Handguns Rifles

Should be requlred 78 67
L Should not be required 20 - 31
Not sure ° ' - 2 o 2
2. Support for licensing of firearm owners Is not
e quite as solid, but still high. ' '
. . Virgini; Residents Who Say
ad Licensing of Owners 0f:
e | . ' . : ‘Handg' ur'us Rifles
‘ X s
Should be required 73 61
° Should not be required 24 . 35 .
i Not sure B 3 4 ‘
- Quayle, Plosser & Company, Inc. -

e 2 O A SR PR A R R A S R AT R M e




g T S, ﬁ - - .78“. — — S
n 3o Gireible majorities in every part of the state ‘ | 5 - - Flream Ownershi;? ‘ .
{ ared fny every mdfﬂfjta?ai;) support Heensing of handgun odners, Q:*“ L;SD:EGot 52?2:lzdg?iftﬁ:tall‘wgi'?s‘.néafﬁ::;ﬁ;n:i

Fto 6 ure Joss convine 38 percent.

ed about those who ovn rifles,

1

. DISCUSS 10N
» ATl ___Residents 0f: ® TR
girggénia Ron~Urban Flanning Dis~ ' .
(%3] 3 g o 1 . T .
Zepleents  Lounties tricts 1-6 1. VWhen it was explained to respondents that it is
3 % 2 at present legal for Virginians to own héndguns and rifles with-

. Lleenning of Rifle | -
" T A A — ’
WM NS TR i

out obtaining licenses or registering the weapons, 50 percent -

Should be required 6] I 47 acknowledge that there is 2 firearm in their houschold. Few
Should not be re . 5_7 respondents refused to answer these questions, but ~.{f any-
‘ ulred 35 51 b7 r‘ thing = firecarm ownership is probat;!y under~ rather than
ot sure ’ \ 4 b ox;erstated. Rifles are slightly more common in Virginia house~
g‘} ' . /. ' . ' g:‘} P holds than handguns. .
' : * . A1l Virginia Residents
, \ o %
Households Owning:
. ' . o ; ‘ A Firearm ) .__ 50
C - A Handgun 33
A Rifle ° 38
) . . .
2. Some 12 percent of all Virginla households own
a handgun only, 17 percent own only a rifle, and 21 percent own
® | C . , . *® ' both a handgun and a rifle. -
,, Qim’}f"ff},f’i sser & Company, Inc, * (uayle, Plesser & Gompany, Inc. - .
" - . ! \ '
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% ) | C} - ‘ Virginia Residents in_Houscholds Owning
e ‘ A Firearm A Handgun A Rifle
Al Virglnia Residents . . % % %
. % ' . {\H Virginia Residents 50 33 38
. “ N t i te s 2 . ; ¢ :
BrmnehinnG Ganingl, ' L Large independent cities h3 31 27
Handgua only 12 . B Large urban countics 55 ‘ 34 L6
Rifle only _ V7 " MNon-urban counties 60 40 h9
L . o
‘ Both handgun and rifle 21 ' e . .
] Planning Districts:
Hel ther handgun nor " , A
rifle 50 | 1-6 | 5 36 Lk
® | 7-9 ’ hy 25 22
. FPlrearm ownership, In general, Is higher in non- e S ‘
3 py In general, tgher In n - 1-14 W : 33 h2
urban than In urban oreas, and {s particularly high in Plannin . -
" o > Y ’ 10, 15-19 62 b2 47
platrices 1 through 6 and 10, 15 through 19, It tends to ’
' u. o 20-22 : 46 31 30
rise with Tngome, Lt peaks In the 25 to 34 age group, fall- S ' ' '
. Under $7,500 - 37 21 2
tng off somewhat with age, partlicularly with regard to rifle ' ' 7
; . : ; $7,500 to $9,999" L . 2 ]
; oanership. Those who rent thelr homes are least likely to T T : 7 ) 3
L] $10,000 to $14,999 , 55 6. 4
own o flreears, while blacks are less likely to own rifles, » : - ! ’ : 36 3
R i $15,000 to $19,999 . 64 42 ° ' ]
though not handguns, Blue~collar housecholds are more likely ’ ’ ' - ?
; - $20,000 or over . 55 I Lo
. than average to own some flrearm, particularly a rifle.
e Under 25 | . 52 32 i)
25-34 56 34 L8
° 35-49 L6 34 34
.' 50 or over ‘ 47 33 . 30
Black o ©ohy 32 25
L ] ; ‘ . . " Home renter ' 37 . 23 28

@ Blye-cdllar | 58 - ‘31' . k6

- . Quayle, Plesser & Company, Inc.

. | . Quayle, Plesser & Company, Ins. -
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e {1~ L ) .
; | % - Virginia Residents Who
e, a Py ¥ % ¢ = X i - ? e - !
g 3 7AEL, Orecuiccd Crige o Virginia - ;;{"’*2 bel leve Organi.:.c:d Grime
‘wﬁ” W T B U WA RGN T R ohal s o M i i e ik %{ 5 . . DOCS h)’.‘st In \(! rgtn‘a
X ¥ 3
FIRBING:  Host Yiralaiong, ond mojoritices of every ' . %
detographic oroup exaaudned, billeve that orgenized " Organized Crime In Virginia is:
erivee dass erist in the state and that it is a " :
soerlous arobies,  They tend to assoclate organized , Cxtremely serlous 16

arfes wlith nereotics and, Lo a lesser extent,
o o gowtd Eany qangliadd narders, bribery, and prostitu- ’. Quite serious 35
tlon, In that order, though Tew think of an organ- £

fred crime involvorent in hbusiness, loan sharking, Only moderately serious ‘ Lo
labor unfons, or night clubs,
- Not serious at all I
L) DIECIRLOH: | » Not sure 5

1. Fully two~thirds of Virginla's residents, a ' 3. Asked to volunteer the types of crime or areas In

which otrganized crime in Virginia is Involved, narcotics comes most

LR

mjority of every demographic group examined, belicve.that or-

"
g

ganized erime does exlst In Virginla: qulckly to mind, with a majority of 64 percent mentioning ft. Sub-
All Virginia Residents { stantial minorities also mention gambling, gangland murders; bri-
) P4 C\ bery, and prostitution. Relatively few asspclaté organtzed crime
' [ 9%, ‘ ' '
Oraganlzed crime does exist | ” wlth business, labor unions, loan sharking, or night c¢lubs:
in Virginta 66 : ‘ - ' '
| : ; . Virginia Residents Who
Docs not exlst in Virginia 16 ‘ ) N Believe Organized Crime
° ; ' Exists In Virginia
) Hot sure ’ 18 ™ » —
' E Organized Crime In Virginia &
Is Involved In: - . .
2. Though only 16 percent of those who bellieve or- oo : . . '
B . . ‘ Narcotics 64
ganlzed erims exists fn Virglnla call 1t an extremely serious
® @ Gambling . L2
problem, a slight majority consliders 1t at least quite serious: ‘ ’ ‘
: Gangiand murder/killings . 34
| Bribery/payoffs 28
@ ’ Y Prostitution . 26
) ' Business , 14
- Loan sharking ‘ 1
. Labor untons ) , .
: ‘ i . Night clubs - 6
3 1 i 3 Vv in ne 4 !
. . {uayle, Plesser & Sompany, lnc. h A o Uuayle, Plesser & Gompany, Inc.
, e ; » il
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Division of Justice and Crime Prevention

¥

SYNOPSIS OF PUBLIC ATTITUDE

v

For Release

SURVEY

8501 MAYLAND DRIVE
RICHMOND 23229
{(804) 270-742]%

10/2/75

- e

'Division of Justice and Crime Prevention.

- .

RICHMOND - The results of a statewide public attiéude survey
on crime and the criminal.justice system were presented today to
the Governor s Council on Criminal Justice, meeting at the State
Capitol. ‘

The survey findings are the result of 1000 personal interviews

conducted with a representative sample of Virginians during May, 1975.

The survey was conducted by Quayle, Plesser and Co., a nétionally
recognized opinion research organization, under ¢ontract to the

The Division is +the

~
V.

Council's administrative agency. - -

The purposé of the survey was to provide those agencies involved

with the criminal justice system with information on the level of

citizens' concern about crime and their understanding of the criminal

justice system and the issues facing it: Mr. Frank Goldsmith, Vice
President of Quayle, Plesser and Co. presented the major findings
of the survey to the Council on Criminal Justice.

The survey shows that crime and law enforcement, as well as

- the economy, are the issues of most concern to Virginians, Asked

to describe in their own words "the two or three most important
problems facing your. community thesé days," 55% specifically cited

concerns in the area of crime and law enforcement, with the most

o & L4

frequent mentions concerning the high crime rate, drugs and narcotitTs

and vandélism. Fifty bercent mentioned .economic cdncerns; and 16%
or fewer cited concerns with public-'services (roads, sewers, etc.),
taxes, and pollution. -

This concern with crime and law enforcment was also evident
when respondents were asked to select two or three most important

problems from a list of‘lz. Here, crime and drug problems ranked

-
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in the top four } o " X
he top four, behing inflation and unemployment as th T | | ’
- e most i ’ feel .
Important problems: [ ' . Total. . Total
! ' ' Favorable Unfavorable
. [ Program Ratings Ratings
L . é&iﬁzi£ﬂiﬁia Residents b . . . T
Inflation - T _— Schools and Education 52% - 42%
- 46% - ‘
Unemprloyment _ ' I Law Enforcement 47% 48%
_ - 45% o ' Criminal Justice
Crime : - ‘ . :
| . 418 b : Pollution/Environmental 41% ' 47%
Bale and use of harg druas . 7 _ Protection .
. S ” 36% , : .
‘b High taxes , Attracting New Industry/Jobs T 42% ‘ 48%
it _ , ] ' 36% - ‘ : “ .
Behools and Education - ' | . Poverty 4 33% ‘ - 53%
.. 228 ' :
Low and middle-income housing Middle and Low Income Housing 33% 7 53%
‘ " 18% ’ . N . : ) .
r. Juvenile delinguency . . ' Mass Twansit 27% . 59%
_ . 18% .
| Energy shortage ' , , Lo :
i . 168 The survey found that those citizens who feel their neighbor-~
Adr and water pollution : , .
; _ - 14% hoods. have changed for the worse in recent years tend to give the
° Mass transportation : ’ : . : :
™ ‘ ©13% . state low marks on all the program areas tested; but they are
! Povoerty C , . ‘ o : . ' e .. .
vi : ‘ . 9g particularly critical in the law enforcement/criminal justice area;
Virginians' concern wit) - | ) ' : .
ey Lin crime correlates directly with where - 60% giving an unfavorable rating to 36% favorable.
® 4 HEY dive, the survey showed. Residents of t) - ' : i N ' -
INAependent. o i e state's large Asked about paying additional taxes for these same seven
woependent. cities plaoe a significantly greater . .
— Y greater emoha51s on . program areas, most Vlrglnlans felt, they are paying enough now.
robdems of erime than ot .
o S oth A Rl T
e ot | ‘ 10 Vlrglnlans The correlation between In no case, however, dla more than ll of the respondents express
) place of residenee and level of concern g willingn ' y . :
0es not. .holq, however, on a willingress to cut back on any of the programs to reduce taxes.

U"lf* :L‘Z“u(\ af a
" ruq traffic a = - ~ .
] and abuse ) The level of concern on thisg The respondents  were also asked to indicate their tax commit-
5 it i“ﬂ-ir-aa—&‘t"“\‘!xsi it e ¥ . : ) ’ ' .
*3: ton Hlant in ecities, urban counti ‘ . £ - . e tmd : . -
: ies and non- umban countles P ment to 'specific law enforcement and ~L\m1nnl justlce programs.
* ‘ . RSSO, WA - . U, I A
They tend to glve prioxity Lo dlIECe control and enforcement

? LSS T J. Y t‘t\ \:llc l t

of govornmont sorvi 7
YUVE i ‘oxvoceov Vixgini Ve f -
’ ginlians ga € a Iavorable rating to only oy "efforts,
f S police patrols, and investigation, rathexr than to court reform,

fﬁ}i‘ o i‘ )

chools ang education. rLaw anorcement and cry 1
crimina Justice
\1 QUG reo Lo 2L
prog reecdved nearly equal favorable and L . . : - 1t i
an unfavorable ratings: P . prison reform, or corruption in government. But in all cases,

? - C 0 ‘ .
. the majority feel they are paying enough taxes in these areas now:
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~ Pay, : Paying = Cut: Few blane such factors as corrupt politicians, corrupt or
$20 More $10 More Enough Now Taxes $10 = Cut $20 1 . .
Harcotics , inefficient police, pornography, or political extremism.
Control l6% 25% 51% 3% 2% . » :
‘ . o . - , . - The survey found' that about half (48%) of Virginia's
Control of ) o ' ' L ; , ' ‘ o
Juvenila . residents have had some kind of contact with police during the
Delinguency . . 14% 24% 54% 2% . 2% o ‘ ‘ a _
, . o : past year; and one-third report that they personally have been
Police Patrol & . . . ' ‘ .
Investigations 12% 23% o 58% ) 3% © 2% L victims of crime in the past few years. Most of their experiences
Prison Reform/ : ' ‘ S . involved vandalism or burglary.
Improving : ‘ ' : , .
Conditions 11% _ 17% 59% . 5% 5% ' Concerning citizens' general fear of crime, majorities of
Coxruption in ) ‘ . ® ' Virginia residents are only slightly or not at all fearful of each
y Government 11% 11s . 62% T 4% 5% - o . '
’ : of eight general crimes on which they were questioned. However,
Court Reform & - . o .o . o . . .o .
Improvement ‘8% 15% . 65% . 4% - 4% : between 30% and 49% of the respondents, were at least somewhat fear—
_ " ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ o ® . ful that they or members of their families might become victims of
The willingness to pay higher taxes is highest in large cities, 4 -vandalism (49%), burglary (48%), robbery' (47%), assault (41%),
*and increases with income and education. It is lowest in rural e . - rape (36%), larceny (31%), murder/manslaughter (30%), or car theft
. counties and decreases with age. Lo | : . e (30%).
As to the causes of crime; the survey indicated that Virginians Concern about each of these crimes’tends to be highest in
feel drug use and addiction is the single most important factor ‘ , the large citiés, and higher among women than among men.
leading to crime in the state. Beyond that they focus on basic - l® " The report shows that eight out of ten Vii:ginia residents (81%)
social problems. Following are some of the factors Virginians see = _ feel safe walking around their own neighborhoods, and three out of
as ‘causing crime: , o ) ‘ , , four have little fear of walking around the shopping area they visit
B . Virginians Selecting - le most frequently. But. a majority (51%) express at least some fear
- Factors as Important ' ’ . , o ’
: , of walking around the downtown area of the Virginia city nearest
Drug use/addiction . ‘ ’ 69% . o . ‘ o
N . : , : ) : - their homes. -
Broken Homes - ' 468 . ; ‘ ; _ ﬁ : -
- o . - ‘ i | @ " ‘Again, those who feel least secure tend, to be residents of
Permissive Parents 44% . " ‘ ' '
. the state's large independent cities.
Povexty , : ' 44% . .
. « N : y When asked their degree of concern about some specific crimes,
Aleohol Use/Drunkeness . 40% G . ; . ) .
= . ' . . N ® nearly nine out of ten (87%) expressed at least some concern OvVer
Eeonomic Conditions i _ 37% ' ' : . .
.k the sale and use of heroin and hard drugs. Bribery of public
Mental/Bmotional Problems 32% :
'. Poox Iﬁduc:at;on | ‘ 31%
b“.«\.—',—;wvbnu‘f’x‘&"m W e " S e F e WD T W T "
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o
officials, marijuana, embezzlement, and public drunkennesskrank
next in pxiority, with roughly two out of three expressing concern.
Uajorities were also concerned about shoplifting and tax evasion.

Ganﬁraﬁind&tha least concern were the so-called victimless.
(40%), illegal

erimes dealing with pornography (47%), prostitution

gambling (39%), and homosexual acts between consenting adults (32%).
The survey attempted to measure the degree of familiarity
Virginians have with specific elements of the criminal jﬁstice
system. Generally, they are most familiar with the locally-based,
high Visibility agencies such as local police or sheriffs' de;A
partments and the state pblice. Seven out of tén gesidents are at
least somewhat familiar with their local police, and six out of
ten with the state police. However, majorities ‘of rééidents
expresg little familiarity Qith most courts énd correccions
agaencies, | ' e |
At the same time,'virginians were ésked to rate.the job pexr-
formance of Lhc$a specific elements of the criminal justide
gystem, The state police got the most favorable ratings (77%),
with County Sheriffs (54%) Aﬁd’local poiice departments_(Gl%)also
gatling favorable ratiﬁgslfrom a majority of citizéns.'
Court and prosccution clements received generally favorable
ratings; and corxectioné}functions recei&ed the lowest rétings.
The degree of the public's familiarity with each of these
‘olements seems to influence how their perﬁormance'is rated; so

that those clements least known yeceived the lowest ratings.

-

]
]

e
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Virginians feel very stfongly that locai community'organiza-
tions are important to crimé prevention. Nearly eight of ten
feel it is important for residents to pérticipaté in organized
crime prevehtion efforts; and 72% feel such groups can play a
role in actualLy.preventing crime. However, only 17% know of

any such crime prevention groups.

-In examining attitudes toward court-related issues, majorities

ranging from 54% to 63% saw the following érobléms as at least

quite serious: cases drag out too long (63%); citizens afraid
to testify in criminal cases (62%); large backlog of cases (61%);

sentences too lenient (58%); system favors the rich over the

.
.

“poor (54%).

By better than two to one (59% to 28%), state residents

.oppose the use of plea bargaining.‘

The survey in@icates that a near majority bf‘VirginianS
(47%{ feel that ;ehabilitation‘is the mdSt'importanf ﬁurpose of
the corrections system, with second pfeference (29%) going to o
protection of éﬂciety from future criméé a person might commit.
Punishmeﬁt is regarded as the least important function of a cor-
rectional system. A£ the samé time, the largest groﬁp (35%)
peréeivés punishment to bé the major géal of Virginia's correctional
Syétem. ) |
) Reépondénté Qere asked their opinidns of work apd study re-
lease programs for prisoners who have not committed serious crimes.

s AT

They favor such prograts By 758 t0 21%. . Thaleadesemin me 5o
A= = _ ; »
75% to 12%, the use of small residential facilities for all but

the most hard core juvenile offenders.’
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”4ﬁﬂarly_niﬁé odt éf.tén‘(88%)'oppése_sendin§ those cohvicted
of minor erimes to centralized prisons whe:g they might come inM
contact with hardened criminals; and a majority favors the use
of community ;ehabilitation centers instead of prisons. However,
Vixginians also feel, by a majority of 54%,'that prisonersishoulq
gerve their full sentences; and indicated they would hesitate to

.

hire ex~ofifenders.

The surV@y revealed that 78% of the sféte'g resideﬁts favor
regletration of hﬁndguns,*and'67%‘éupport registration of rifle;.
Phere is also considerable support for iicensing firéarm owners:
73% support %icansing handgun owners;'ﬁl% favor licensing‘xifié‘
OWnNners. .

Two thirvds of the state's residents believe that organized

erime exists in this state; and 51% feel it‘is at least quite

gerious. Asked about the areas in which organized crime is 3
active, 64% indicated narcotics. Substantial minorities also : )
' mentloned gambling, gangland murders, bribery and payoffs, and ;
-~ » ' . . : : ;
prostitution. .
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