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EXECUTIONS 1930-1966

INTRODUCTION (Chart 1, Table 1)

One execution. was carried out by civil
authorities in the United States during calen-
dar year 1966. This is the lowest number of
executions in any of the 37 years covered by
this report.

A total of 3,857 prisoners have been ex-
ecuted under civil authority in the United
States from 1930 through 1966. As Chart 1
and Table 1 indicate, there has been a def-
inite decline during this period in the use of
the death penalty, from a high of 199 in 1935,
to the low of one last year.

During the period covered, executions car-
ried out under State authorities numbered
3,824, or more than 99 percent of the total,
while 33 Federal executions accounted for
less than one percent.

COVERAGE

The information for this ‘report was sub-
mitted to the National Prisoner Statistics pro-
gram of the Federal Bureau of Prisons by co-
operating prison officials in 39 jurisdictions
which had legal provisions for the death pen-
alty during 1966. These included 37 States,
the District of Columbia, and the Federal Gov-
ernment.

During 1966, there were no additional States
abolishing the death penalty. At the close of
the year, capital punishment was illegal in 13

The 33 Federal executions were carried out
in the following years and States——1963: lowa
(1); 1957: Georgia (2); 1956: Missouri (1);
1954: New York (1); 1953: Missouri (2), New
York (2); 1950: Alaska (1); 1948: Alaska (1),
Florida (1), California (3); 1945: Wyoming
(1); 1943: Tennessee (1); 1942: District of
Columbia (6); 1939: Alaska (1); 1938: Indiana
(1), Illinois (1), Michigan (1), Kansas (2);
1936: Indiana (1), Oklahoma (1), Arizona (1);
1930: Kansas (1).

States (except for certain exceptional crimes):
New York (abolished in 1965, except for per-
sons found guilty of killing a peace officer
acting in the line of duty, and for convicts
serving a life sentence who murder a guard or
an inmate while in jail or while attempting to
escape); Vermont (1965, except for those per-
sons convicted of first degree murder who com-
mit an ‘‘unrelated’’ second murder, for convicts
who murder any person employed in any capac-
ity in or about the State Prison or House of
Correction, and for persons found guilty of
killing a law enforcement officer acting in the
line of duty); West Virginia (1965); lowa
(1965); Oregon (1964); Michigan (1846 for all
crimes but treason; for treason in 1963);
Alaska (1957); Hawaii (1957); Nortb Dakota
(1915, except for treason and for first degree
murder committed by a prisoner serving a life
sentence for first degree murder); Minnesota
(1911); Maine (1887); Wisconsin (1853); and
Rhode Island (1852, except for persons con-
victed of committing murder while serving a
life sentence for any offense). .

In addition to the 13 States in which the
death penalty is not now in effect, three other
States have experimented, during the past 36
years, with abolition of the death penalty for
varying periods of time——South Dakota from
1915 to 1938, Kansas from 1907 to 1934, and
Delaware from 1958 to 1961.

Information is presented in this report on
all prisoners executed under civil authority
from 1930 through 1966. 1In addition, for the
years 1960-1966, data are presented on pris-
oners received from ‘court under sentence of
death, prisoners under sentence of death whose
cases were disposed of by means other than
execution, and prisoners who were under the
death sentence at the end of the year. It
should be noted that prisoners under sentence
of death who are being held in local or county
jails ordinarily are not included in National
Prisoner Staiistics figures. Two exceptions
to this are: (1) prisoners held in the Cook




County, Illinois fail and the District of
Columbia Jail (the only local institutions in
which executions are carried out), and (2) a
few cases in States where prisoners awaiting
execution in State prisons are subsequently
returned to a local jail pending outcome of an
appeal or other [egal action.

The “‘under sentence of death’’ interval be-
gins when the court first pronounces the sen-
tence of death and rerminates either at the
time of execution or at the time of some other
disposition which releases the individual from
the sentence of death, such as commutation,

- transfer to a mental hospital, grant of a new
trial, reversal of judgment, vacated sentence,
suicide, or death from natural causes. Many
prisoners ‘‘under sentence of death’’ at the
close of 1966 received short stays or reprieves
granted by State governors. In addition, a
large number had appeals before State or Fed-
eral courts. The remainder had their dates of
execution set for sometime in 1967——although
these prisoners, too, could still appeal or re-
ceive executive or judicial stays.

EXECUTION CARRIED OUT IN
ONE JURISDICTION (Chart 2, Table 2)

The declining number of executions since
1930 has been accompanied by a decrease in
the number of jurisdictions implementing the
death penalty.

In 1930, executions were carried out in 32
jurisdictions in the United States, This num-
ber held fairly constant until 1945, but gener-
ally declined from that time until 1966, when
it reached an all-time low of only one juris-
diction implementing the death penalty. Table
2 indicates that, since 1930, the 17 jurisaic-
tions in the Southern region of the United
States have accounted for 2,306, or 59.8 per-
cent, of the 3,857 executions carried out during
this period.

The one jurisdiction having an execution
in 1966 was Oklahoma.

METHOD OF EXECUTION (Table 2)

The single execution in 1966 was carried
out by electrocution. Among the jurisdictions
which retained the death penalty at the close

of 1966, 21 prescribed electrocution, 10 lethal
gas, 6 hanging, and one shooting or hanging.
Executions ordered by the Federal courts are
carried out in accordance with the method.used
by the State in which the death sentence is im-
posed. If the laws of the State prohibit capital
punishment, the Federal court designates an-
other State in which the sentence is to be car-
ried out. Methods of execution in 1966 in the

respective jurisdictions are shown in Table 2. .

OFFENSE, RACE, SEX, AND AGE
(Figures A-D, Tables 1, 3)

The one prisoner executed in 1966 was sen-
tenced to death for murder. He was a white
male, 30 years of age.

Table 1 indicates that 2,065, or 53.5 per-
cent, of the 3,857 prisoners executed in the
United States from 1930 to 1966 were Negro,
1,750 (45.4 percent) were white, and 42 (1.1
percent) were of other races. Figure A shows
that 19 of the 42 in the “‘other’’ race category
were American Indian, 13 were Filipino, eight
were Chinese, and two were Japanese.

Of the total executions carried out under
civil authority in the United States, 3,333, or
86.4 percent, were for murder, 455 (11.8 per-
cent) were for rape, and 69 (1.8 percent) were
for other offenses.

Figure A, - AMERICAN INDIANS AND ORIENTALS E CSKTED
IN THE UNITED STATES, BY STATE: 1930-1966\2J -

State Total {{American Ff.li- Chinese| J&pP~
Indian pino anese

United States Y2 19 13 8 2
FEDERAL ...... 2 2 - - -
STATE ., . Lo 17 13 8 2
Arkansas «.... 1 AR - - -
California ... 18 3 11 3 1
Colorado s.v.. 1 - - - 1
Nebrasks ..... 1 1 - - -
New Jersey ... 2 1 1 - -
New York ..., 5 1 1 3 -
North Carolina 5 5 - - -
Ohio civeveens 1 - - 1 -
Oklahoma v.... 3 3 - - -
TEXAE evevieen 1 1 - - .
Washington ... 2 1 - 1 -

(a) ALl executed for murder, except for 2 American
Indians execubed for rape in North Carolina.

N

Figures B and C present information on the
32 women. executed: in -the United States since
1930. Tweaty of these were white, and 12
were Negro. Except for one executed for es-
pionage and one for kidnaping, all of the 32
were executed for murder.

Figure B. - WOMEN EXEGUTED UNDER CIVIL
AUTHORITY IN THE UNI?E?'STATES, BY STAYE
AND RACE: 1930-1966\& :

Region and State | Total White Negro
United States 32 20 t12
Percent 100.0 62.5 37.5
FEDERAL v.vuavvens 2 2 -
TOTAL STATE ..... 30 18 12
Alabama .coveens 3 2
Arizona vaveaeaen 1 1 -
California ..... b Iy -
Delaware v...s.. 1 L -
Georgla coeeenes 1 - 1
Illinois sveeenn L L -
Iouisiana «.vevs 2 1 1
Mississippi ... 3 - 3
New York «...ooe. 5 N 1
North Carolina . 2 - 2
Ohio ¢evesvnnase 3 2 1
Pennsylvania .. 2 1 1
South Carolina . 2 1 1

(a) All were executed for murder except
for two Federal executions, one for esplonage
and one for kidnaping.

ELAPSED TIME FROM SENTENCE OF
DEATH TO EXECUTION (Figure D)

“‘Elapsed time from sentence of death to
execution'’ refers to the period between the
first imposition of the death penalty and the
date of execution. The elapsed time for the
one prisoner executed in 1966 was 47 months.

The elapsed time from seatencing to date
of execution is determined by several facrors.
In addition to State laws governing the date of

Figure C'. ~ WOMEN EXECUTED UNDER CIVIL
AUTHORITY IN THE UNITED STATES, BY YEAR
~ AND RACE: 1930-1966(a)

Year Total White Negro
All years .... 32 20 12
1962 ..... P 1 1 -
1957 vuveeernes e 1 1 -
1955 iveveicanns 1 1L -
195 iiiieeveaas 2 1 1
1953 cieenn ceeees 3 3 -
1951 cuvviedes ces 1 1 -
1947 viiiieiiaian 2 1 1
1046 e 1 - 1
1945 ... ceres 1 - 1
ighly ..., ves 3 -t 3
19U3 ieitiiaaaen 3 1 2
l9u2 » b et * l l -
K= R 1 1 -
1938 ....hnsss ‘e 2 2 -
1937 +.uss veeaens 1 - 1
1936 cevireasnnes 1 1 -
1935 vevrnnnnss . 3 2 1
1934 tieiinennn . 1 1 -
1931 sennnnernsne 1 1 -
1930 suennnns vee 2 1 1

(a) All were executed for murder except
for two Federal executions, one for espionage
and one for kidnaping.

execution there are appeals, which may be
made at all levels of the State courts as well
as to the United States Supreme Court. These,
in addition to judicial and executive orders
granting stays or reprieves, account for the
variation in elapsed time.

PRISONERS SENTENCED TO DEATH IN 1966
(Figure E, Table 4)

During 1966, 114 prisoners were sentenced
to death — 47 more than the 67 reported in
1965. Of the total, 88 were convicted for mur-
der, 20 for rape, 2 for kidnaping, 3 for robbery,
and 1 for assault. One white female was con-
victed of murder in Illinois; of the remaining
113 males, 56 were white, 55 were Negro, and
2 were Indian.

At the close of 1966, 111 were still under
sentence of death, none had been executed,
and 3 had their cases disposed of (two were
granted new trials, 1 was commuted to life).




Figure D, - CHARACTERISTICS OF PRISONER EXECUTED TN
1966, PRISONERS WHOSE SENTENCE WAS DISPOSED OF BY

OTHER MEANS IN 1966, AND PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF
DEATH ON DECEMEER 31, 1966

Exe- Other Under
dispo- - |sentence
Toem $o66" | sition lor deatn
1966 112-31-66
Total seviivsvasevaese 1 53 o6
Age (in years)

Medifn B8C svosasevresenss -~ ] 31,4 30.8
16 56 19 sirevaraninarone - - 6
20 t0 2% eiiinaiiiiniaans - 5 ™
25 £0 B9 irrirninienenss - 19 111
30 0 3H ciiiiiiirenians 1 9 79
35 40 Bl ciiiaieiiniiinen - 11 al
BS £0 5 viviviininnaeanns - 6 22
55 and OVer sesvsvevveves - 2 s
UnKnowil seeevesosseonasns - AN 3

Elapsed time (in months)(a)

Median elapsed time ....0. = 3.7 29.5
3 and UNGET .ierrecraivs - 1 26
B Lo B civnrivncanncionss - - 17
T O 12 tevvnenrararinnes - L 69
135018 tiiviiiiininiane - 6 37
19 to 2k touvveniiiieiia - 6 32
2540 36 suiririiiernnenn - T 59
37T to BB tiiiiiiiiieieiin 1 3 g
49 50 60 vuiiinennen e - 5 33
Bl 60 T2 tevnvireannoness - 1 32
T3 to Bl i ieiiereereas - 2 27
85 10 96 viivuineiivaiinn - 2 11
OF BN OVEL vesvesarennss - 5 15
Unknown voieeeovsessnsaes - - 1

Year first received

sentence of death:
19h6 . - 1 -
1949 - - .
1953 . - - 2
195k - - -
1955 vevveecnavernarvenns = - 1
1956 irenineniniannneins - - 4
1957 vovenreisnasnanconss - 3 L
1958 Luiirieeneriienninns - 1 2
1959 cevicrnirnrsnrsinars - 3 12
1960 ciitiirinriraonninaes - 1 28
1961 tiveviniierenarenans - 3 30
1962 tivvivrerininnranans 1 6 33
1963 tivieeianaiianisaens - 1 iz
106% e ineinrianeness - 23 63
T S - 8 Th
1966 iereisesnirsnrreeins - 3 1Ll

(a) "Elapsed time" for those

executed is ‘the

period between the first imposition of the death
penalty and the date of execution.
those whose cases were disposed of by other means, it

1s the period between the date of the first imposition

of the death sentence and the time of other disposition.
For prigoners avaiting execubion at year's end, elapsed

In the case of

btime is computed from the date of the first imposition
of the death sentence to Dec. 31, 1966.

OTHER DISPOSITIONS NOT RESULTING IN
EXECUTION (Figure E, Table 4)

During calendar year 1966, the sentences
of 53 prisoners (52 males and one female) were
disposed of by means other than execution.
As noted, these “‘other dispositions’ include
commutations, transfers to mental hospitals,
grants of new trials, reversals of judgment,
and vacated sentences. The highest aumber
of “‘other dispositions’’ occurred in 1964, when
the sentences of 68 prisoners were disposed
of by means other than execution.

Thirty-three of the 53 “‘other dispositions’
during 1966 had their death sentences re-
versed, vacated, or were granted new trials
(7 of these were reconvicted and sentenced to
life imprisonment), 17 had their sentences com-
muted (16 to life and one to 21 years), and 3
were transferred to mental hospitals.

Forty-five of the 53 prisoners receiving a
disposition other than execiition had been sen-
tenced for murder, 7 for rape, and one for as-
sault. The median elapsed time——the period
from first imposition of the death sentence to
the date of ‘‘other disposition”——for the 53
prisoners was 31.7 months.  The median e-
lapsed time in 1966 ranged from 2 months and
10 days (in Texas) for a murderer whose sen-
tence was commuted to life, to 20 years, one
month and 15 days (in Florida) for a murderer
whose sentence was also commuted to life,

PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH
AT THE CLOSE OF 1966 (Figure E, Table 4)

At the beginning of 1966, 346 prisoners
were under sentence of death. It should be
noted that the number of prisoners under sen-
tence of death on January 1 is higher than that
recorded at the close of 1905 (331) for two
reasons: (1) a number of prisoners sentenced
to death are not always brought to the atten-
tion of reporting authorities until subsequent
years; and (2) a few prisoners previously re-
ported as having been ‘‘disposed of by other
means’’ by reason of having been granted a
new trial, are subsequently resentenced to
death but are included in the current “‘awaiting
execution at the beginning of year’” figure
rather than being counted as new court commit-

O —

N

Figure E. - MOVEMENT OF PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH, BY OFFENSE: 1966

Reported Executed 1966 Other dispositions not Reported under sentence
under Received . resulting in execution of death 12-31-66(d)
sentence Trom
Offense of death court . Commu- [Transfer to Year received .
on during | Total Present §ece:ved Total || tations| mental Obher | motal -
1-1.66(=) | 1966 1-1-66 | in 1966 (v) | nospital (e 1966 | soare
Total ..... 346 11k 1 1 - 53 17 3 33 406 111 295
Murder .....i.. 290 88 1 1 - b5 16 3 26 332 86 | - =246
BEPE teeevrsnas 52 20 - - - 7 L - 6 65 19 L6
Kidnaping ..... 2 2 - - - - - - - i 2 2
Robbery «ovoeeen - 3 - - - - - - - 3 3 -
Agsault by life
Prisoner ... 1 1 - - - - - 1 1 -
Burglary «eeeos 1 - - - - - - - 1 - 1

a) Includes 15 prisoners received in 1965, but reported in 1966.

b) All commuted to life except 1 prisoner in Louisiana whose sentence was commuted to 2L years.

¢) Includes reversals of Jjudgments, vacated sentences and grants for nev trials,

(d) Includes prisoners reported with appeals or other judicial or execubive action pending. Excludes prisoners

granted new trials.

ments. Including 114 prisoners received from
court during the year, the total number of
prisoners under sentence of death during 1966
was 460. Of these, one was executed, 53 had
their cases disposed of by means other than
execution, and 406 were awaiting execution
at the end of the year. This marks the highest
year-end population awaiting execution since
1953, when statistics on this subject first be-
came available.

.

Of the 406 prisoners awaiting execution at

year’s end, 332 had been sentenced for mur-
der, 65 for rape, three for robbery (one in
Alabama and two in Texas), four for kidnaping
(two -in New Hampshire and two in California),
one for burglary (North Carolina) and one for
assault by a life prisoner (California).

More than half (59 percent) of the prisoners
awaiting execution at the close of 1966 were
distributed among eight States: California
(60), Florida (51), Louisiana (31), Texas (22),
Maryland (19), Georgia (19), Alabama (19),
and New Jersey (19).

The median age of the 406 prisoners a-
waiting execution at year’s end was 30.8
years, the ages ranging from one 18-year old
convicted of rape in Tennessee, to a 67-year
old murderer in Florida. Five 19-year olds
were among the prisoners awaiting eXecution

at year's end——one was convicted for murder,
and four for rape.

Elapsed time for this group is computed
from the first imposition of the death sentence
to December 31, 1966. The median elapsed
time for the total group was 29.5 months. The
longest elapsed time was 13 years, 9 months,
and 13 days——for two Negro prisoners con-
victed of aggravated rape in Louisiana.

MOVEMENT OF PRISONERS UNDER SEN-
TENCE OF DEATH: 1960-1966 (Figure F)

In 1960, the Federal Bureau of Prisons re-
vised the data-collection form submitted to the
officials participating in the “‘Executions”
aspect of the National Prisoner Statietics pro-
gram. The new form provided data on the num-
ber of prisoners received from court under sen-
tence of death during the year, and the dis-
position of prisoners under sentence of death,
The information derived from the expanded
program is summarized in Figure F. As
shown, the seven-year period from 1960 through
1966 was characterized by: (1) an increase in
the aumber of prisoners under seatence of
death on January 1, 1966; (2) a substantial
increase in the annual number of prisoners
received from court under sentence of death;
(3) a definite decrease in the number of pris-




oners executed under civil authority in the
United States each'year; (4) an increase for the
past three years in the number of prisoners
whose cases were disposed of by means other
than execution; (5) an increase in the number
of prisoners awaiting execution at year’'s end
(from a low of 210 in 1960 to a high of 406 in
1966); and (6) a decrease in the elapsed time
for those whose cases were disposed of by
means other than execution, and for those a-
waiting execution at year’s end.

MILITARY EXECUTIONS

Executions carried out by the armed forces
are excluded from this report. For the 37-year
period since 1930, the Amy (including Air
Force) carried out 160 executions——148 of
these during the period 1942-1950, three each
in 1954, 1955, and 1957, and one each in 1958,
1999, and 1961. Of the 160 executions, 106
were for murder (including 21 involving rape),
53 wete for rape and one was for desertion.
The Navy has executed no one since 1849.

Figure F, - MOVEMENL OF PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH: 1960-1966
Number of prisoners 1966 1965 196L 1963 1962 1961 | 1960
Under sentence of death, Jan. 1(8) ..... | 3u6 333 300 | 275 213 | 212 | 189
Received from court during year ..e..... AR 67 98 91 99 136 113
Excouted dUring YEET sveieeensssersvenas 1 T 15 21 g 42 56
Median elapsed time (in months) ... - 4.5 | 20.5 | 16.0 | 20.5 | 16.2 [L17.0
Other dLispositions .iiiivaceiiestacneens 53 62 | 68 48 58 kg 36

Median elapsed 4ime (in months)(b) . 3L.7

Commutations cvecoeiiieninnas 17
Transfer to mental hoszpitals . 3
0ther(e) Luiviviiiiiiniiiiinnns 33
Under sentence of death, Dec. 3L +.:ev.. Lob

Median elspsed time (in months) ... [ 29.5

33.3 23.5 22.4 16.6 18.7 -
19 9 15 27 17 22
i 3 1 L 3 3

39 56 32 27 29 11
331 315 297 267 257 210

30.8 26.8 2k.0 16.7 b4 13k

(a) The number of prisoners under sentence of death on January 1 is higher than recorded

at the close of the preceding year for two reasons:

(1) a few prisoners sentenced to death are

not elweys brought to the attention of veporting authorities wuntil the following year; and (2)
o few prisoners previously reported as having been "disposed of by other means" by reason of
having been grented a new trial, are subsequently re-sentenced to death but are included in the
current "awalting execution at beginning of year" figure rather than being counted as new court

commitment s.
(b) nformetion not available for 1960.

(c¢) Includes reversals of Jjudgment, vacated sentences, grants for new trial, suicide, or
2 2

death from natural causes.
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