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A total of 19,638 men, women and children died in the United 

States in 1372 from injuries, Inflicted by another person or 

persons with intent to injure or kill. 

An examination of the death rates for Homicide during this 

century shows that both the total rate and the age-adjusted rate 

increased from 1900 to about 1933 (figure 1). Then both rateS 

dec 11 ned s 10wl y (except for the steep drop I n the death rate for 

Homicide during the years of World War II) through the 1940's and 

1950 15. But the trend during 1960-72 was again clearly upward--4.7 

deaths per' 100,000 for 1960 to 9.4 deaths for 1972. 

Provisional figures for 1973 (based on a 10 percent sample 

of deaths occurring In that year) show that the number of 

represent n9 a death rate for homicides reached an estimat··ed 20,518, I 

this cause of 9.8 deaths per 100,000 population. This rate is the 

highest ever recorded for homicide for the nation. The next highest 

rate occurred over forty years ago--in 1933, for which year the 

rate reached 9.7 deaths per 100,000. 
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Also for each of the four color-sex groups the death rate for 

homicide increased from about 1900-33. Then through the 1940's and 

1950's all four rates declined slowly (except for the steep drop 

In the death rate for homicide for the male population during the 

years of World War II). But the rates turned upward again during 

1960-72 (figure 2). 

As measured by age-adjusted death rates the relative Increase 

of 98.1 percent In the total Homicide rate between 1960 and 1972 

reflects ~he following" Increases for the four color-sex groups: 

white male, 110.3 percent; Qther male, 98.3 percent; white female, 

60.0 percent; and other female, 32.1 percent (figure 3). 

Despite the larger relative increase in the age-adjusted death 

rate for Homicide for white persons, the 1972 rate for other persons 

was 11.2 times the corresponding rate for whIte persons. 

For 1972 the age-adjusted death rate for Homicide for male 

persons was 4.20 times the corresponding rate for female persons. 

For over 68 percent of the vittims of homicide the means 

of injury were firearms and explosives, mostly firearms. For 

the first time in 1971 firearms and explosives were used 

more often to destroy another person than to destroy onels self. 
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'InJ'ury are considered, there are still more When all means of 

d States (25,004 suicides In 1972) than there suicides in the Unite 

are homicides (19,638 homi~ides in 1972). But the gap between the 

two types of violent deaths is closing rapidly. 

Whereas for 1972 over half of the victims of homicide were 

among persons of races other than white, about 93 percent of the 

suicides were among white p~rsors. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation reports an increase from 

60 percent for 1966 of all homIcides through use of firearms to 

66 percent of all homicides for 1972. For 1972 the breakdown by type 

of firearm used was: handgun, 54 percent; rifle, 5 percent; and 

shotgun, 7 percent. Cutting or stabbing weapons were used in 

19 percent of the homicides. 

Increases in population between 1960 and 1972 for the following 

three age groups raised the death rate for homicide for 1972 higher 

than it would have been without these increases: 15-19 years, 

20-24 years, and 25-29 years. These three age groups had by far 

higher death rates for homicide in 1972 than In 1962 (table C). 

Moreover these young persons born in the last years of World War II 

and In the post-war '~aby ~oom;1 years (1943-57) included 59.2 

percent of all persons arr~sted for homicide in 1972. 
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By age, the particular section of the population most involved 

in the upturn in homicide during 1962-72, with both the greatest 

number of persons arrested for homicide and the greatest number of 

victims of homicide in 1972, were young persons--at ages 20-24 

years. This group was born in 1948-52. In 1972, 17.0 percent of 

all vIctims of homicide and an estimated 23.7 percent of all persons 

arrested for homicide were In this age group. There were only 

10,800,761 persons at ages 20-24 years in 1960, but by 1972, 

owl ng to the large birth cohort of 1948-52, the number at ages 20-24 

years had increased to 17,733,000. 

Almost as dominant a role WqS enacted In 1972 by persons from 

the cohort born In 1943-47, who were at ages 25-29 years. Persons 

at these ages Included 14.5 percent of the victims of homicide and 

an estimated 16.9 percent of all those arrested for homicide. 

The death rate for homicide in 1972 for this group at ages 

25-29 years (172.1 deaths per 109,000) was much higher than that 

for those at ages 20-24 years. But those at ages 25-29 years included 

smaller proportions of the victi~s and of those arrested for homicide, 

Part of the explanation for the fact is that those at ages 25-29 

years numbered about 2,739,000 fewer persons in 1972 than did those 

at ages 20-24 years.· 
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Even more disturbing is the pattern emerging for the cohort 

born in 1953-57, the last years of the rising live birth rate in 

the United States. In 1972 these young people were at ages 15-19 

years. Already In 1972 they Included 9.0 percent of all tne victims 

and an estImated 18.5 'percent of all those arrested for homicide. 

This young cohort born in 1953-57 numbered 20,110,000 In 1972--

a larger cohort by far than either of the other tlNO critical cohorts 

born in 1948-52 or 1943-47. 

An examination of the mor'tallty pattern for age-specific death 

rates for homicide for each year of the period 1933-72 (beginning 

with the first year that all,of the first 48 ~tates were In the death 

registration area) shows that with few exceptions for any given year 

for each of the four color-sex groups the age group 25-34 years 

has a death rate that Is considerably higher than the death rates for 

any other age group in that year. This pattern holds both for 

years in periods when mortal I ty 'from homicide Is falling and for 

years in periods when mortal I ty from homicide Is' rising. 

Peaking of the death ra~e for Homicide for male persons of 

races other than wh i te is greater than that for any other co lor-sex 

group. To illustrate .the steep peakIng pattern for these men the 

" . , 
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mortality curves for age-specific rates for four calendar years, at 

lO~year inte'rvals, are shown in figure 4. Two of these years are 

in a peri?d of rising mortality from homIcide (1962-1~72); and 

two, in a period of falling mortalIty from this cause (1942 and 1952). 

It must be feared, therefore, that unless the ongoing upturn in 

homicide Is reversed, each of the four color-sex groups In the large 

cohort born in 1953-57 will have a higher death rate for homicide 

in 1977, when they will be at ages 20-2.4 years, than they had In 

1972 at ages 15-19 years. 

Although the gr~atest {lbsolute increase In the death rate for 

homicide occurred for men Of races other than white at ages 25-29 

years, no age group was spared in the ongoing upturn in mortal ity from 

homicide. 

The rise In the death rate for homicide for older people may 

be assoc I ated wi th the change I n pattern of what the Federa 1 Bureau 

of Investigation describes as "murder circumstance": 

"Felony murder is defined as those killings resulting from 
robbery, ,sex motive, gangland slaying and other felonious 
activities. Felony type and suspected felony type murders 
in 1972 constituted 27 percent of all murder, whereas these 
two categortes accounted for 22 percent of total murder in 

. 1966." ' 
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In 1972 the victims of felony type murder were 61 percent 

white, 38 percent Negro, and the remaining 1 percent of other 

race or race not reported. 

The percent of murders In the family (spouse killing spouse, 
I 

parent killing child,and other family' killings) decreased from 28.8 

for 1966 to 2~.l for 1970. 

The pattern of upturn In mortality from homicIde beginning 

about 1962 for all cohorts Is even more pronounced for white men 

than for men ~f other races (figure 5). Although the death rates 

for homicide are still considerably lower for white men than for 

men of other races, the relat:ve increases in mortality from this 

cause during" 1962-72, as shown In figure 5, was greater for white 

men. For five cohorts of white men (A, B, C, 0, and E in figure 5) 

the death rate for homicide reached a level at older ages In 1972 

that was higher than the first peak rate rea-cned at about age 30y~ars. 

Moreover, for these cohorts of white men, the relative increases 

between the first peak death rate for homicide and the rate for 

1972 are markedly greater than the corresponding increases for the 

parallel cohorts of men of races other than white. Consider the 

'" .. 
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experience of the cohort of white men who were born in 1923-27 

and were at ages. 45-49 years in 1972. 

Inasmuch as this cohort of white men lived its first 34 

years in a period of downturn in mortality it had Its first peak 

death rate at younger ages (20-24 years) than the ages at which 

the peak death rate occurs tn the annual schedules of age­

specific death rates for homicIde. As mentIoned above, in these 

annual schedules of ag~-speclflc death rates. the highest death 

rate for homicide occurs for the age group 25-34 years. After 

reachi'ng in 1947 Its first peak rate of 6.5 deaths per 100,000 at 

ages 20-24 years, the death rate for homicIde for this cohort 

declined until sometime between 1957-62. It was during this period 

that the ongoing upturn in mortality from homicide began for the nation. 

After dropping to a low In 1957 of 5~3 deaths per 100,000 at 

ages 30-34 years, the homicide rate for this cohort turned upward: 

the rate reached 10.5 deaths per 100,000 at 8ges45-49 years 
, 

in 1972. The relative increase between the first peak rate in 1947 

(6:5 deaths· per 100,000) and. th~ rate in 1972 (10.5 deaths per 

100,000) amounts to 66.7 percent. This is a much larger relative 

Increase than that between the first peak rate and the rate in 1972 
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for the parallel cohort of men of races other than white. 

For them the relative increase between the first peak rate in 

1947 (108.4 deaths per 100,000) and the rate in 1972 (109.0 

deaths per 100,000) amounts to an increase of .only 1.3 percent. 

Death rates by State ranged in 1972 from a low of 0,9 per 

100,000 population for North Dakota to a high of 21.2 for 

Georgia. 

For 1970 among the twenty largest cities the following five 

had the highest death rates for homicide: St. Louis, Cleveland, 

Detroit, Dalla.:; , and Washington, D. C. For Washington, D. C. 

(the only city for which 1972 population figures are available), 

the death rate for homicide rose from 26.4 per 100,000 for 1910 

to 33.5 for 1972. 
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Figure 1. Death rates for homicide (totai and Z!grJ adjusted): United States, 1900·1973. 
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Figure 3. Age-adjusted homicide rates, by color and sex: United States, 1940-72. 
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Figure 5. Death rates for homicide among men, by birth cohort, color, and age at death. 
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Table~. Number of victim~~f Homicide, by age, color, and sex: United States, 1972. 

[Deaths are those assigned to category numbers E95o.-E978 of the Eighth Revision of the 
'International Classification of DIseases Ada ted for Use In the United States 
'fadopted in 19 5. ' 

, 
" -

Total White AI I other 
Both Both Both 

AQe in ¥\!ars sexes Male Female seMS Male, • Fema Ie· sexes Male Fema Ie --. 
All ages---- 19,638 15,642 3,996 a,976 6,820 2,156 10.,662 8,822 1,840 

Under 1------ 172 92 80. 10.2 58 44 70. 34 36 
1-4 -------- 246 138 108 154 88 66 92 50. 42 
5-9 -------- 94 44 50 58 24 34 36 20 16 

10-14 ------- 268 166 102 130. 72 58 138 94 44 
15-19 ------- 1 ,762 1,356 40.6 790. 554 236 972 80.2 170. 
20.-24 ------- 3,332 2,716 616 1,296 1 ,01 a 286 2,0.36 1,706 
25-29. ------- 2,838 2,360. 478 1 ,162 944 218 

330. 

30.-34 ------- 2,19.0. 1,774 41,6 886 
1,676 1 ,416 260. 

710. 176 1 ,30.4 1,0.64 240. 
35-39 ------- 1,884 1 ,562 322 818 660. 158 1,066 
40-44 1 ,798 1 ,470 328 

902 164 
------- 792 622 170 1 ,0.06 848 158 

45-49 ------- 1 ,484 1,20.0. 284 696 544 152 788 656 132 
sa-54 ------- I ,128 930. 198 574 444 130 554 486 68 
55-59 ------- 868 698 170. 496 388 108 372 310 62 
60-64 ------,- 630 50.8 122 358 280 78 272 228 44 
65-69 ----_ ... - 334 252 62 212 156 56 122 96 
70.-74 ------- 256 178 78 164 10.8 

26 
56 92 70 22 

75-79 -----.,.- 142 84 58 106 56 50 36 28 8 
80-84 ---- --- I 14 56 58 96 48 48 18 8 10 
85+ --------- 74 44 30. 66 42 24 8 2 6. 
Not stated--- 24 

I 
i4 10. 

I 
20. 12 8 4 2 2 

. 

I ' 

'4' '", . " .. ~ .. 

Tab;e B. Age-adjusted death rates for Homicide, by color and sex: United States, 
1950.-72. 

[For 1968-72 rates are based on deaths assigned to category numbers E960-E978 of the 
~. Eighth Revision of the International ClassifIcation of Diseases. Adapted for Use in the 

United States, adopted in 1965; for 1950.-67 rates are based on deaths assigned to . 
category numbers E964 E98a-E985 of the Sixth and Seventh Revisions adopted, respectIvely, 

"." in 1948 and 1955. Fo~ method of age adJu'stmen'C, see appendix 2.] 

Total White All other 
Year Both Fe- Both Fe- Both Fe-

sexes Male rna Ie sexes Male male sexes Male male 
-

Rate per 100.,0.0.0 population 

1972 10.J 16.8 4.0. 5.2 8.2 2.4 46.6 83. 1 14.8 

1971 10.0. 16.3 4.1 5.1 7.9 2.4 45.9 80.8 15.5 

1970 9. 1 14.9 3.7 ' 4.7 7·3 2.2 41.3 72.8 13.7 

1969 8.6 13.9 3.5 4.3 6.6 2. t 41.3 72.4 13.8 

1968 8.2 13.4 3.4 4.2 6.5 2.0 39.6 68.9 13.6 

1967 7.7 12. 1 3.5 3.9 5.9 2.0. 36.9 62.7 14.0 

1966 6.7 10.4 3.·2 3.4 4.9 1.9 32.4 54.8 12.4 

1965 6.2 9.8 2.9 3r2 I 4.8 1.7 30.1 50.7 11.7 

1964 5.7 8.9 2.7 3.0. lL3 1.7 27·9 47.1 10..6 

1963 1 5.5 8.5 2.6 2.9 4.2 1.6 26.7 44.8 10.5 
19621 5.4 8.3 2.6 2.9 4: 1 117 26.5 44.4 10..3 

1961 5.2 8.0. 2.6 2:7 3.9 1.6 25.0. 41.5 10.1 

1960. 5.2 7·9 2.6 2.7 3.9 1.5 25·7 41.9 11.2 

1959 5.1 7.7 2.5 2.6 3.8 1.5 25.8 42.3 *10..7 

1958 4.9 7.5 2.5 2.5 3.6 1.4 25·3 41.6 10.5 , 
1957 4.9 7.6 2.4 2~4 3·5 1.4 25.9 43.1 1 a. 3 

1956 5.0. 7.6 2.4 2.4 3.5 1.3 26.5 I 43.2 11.3 

1955 4.8 7.5 2.3 2.4 3.5 1.3 25·7 42.6 l~1 0.3 

1954 5.1 8.0. 2.4 2.5 3.6 1.4 27·4 46.2 *10..3 

1953 5.1 8.0 2.3 2.5 3.6 1.3 27.4 46.5 *10.2 

1952 5.4 8.5 2.4 2.6 3.8 1.3 29·9 so.4 11.3 

19S1 5.0 7.8 2.4 2.5 3.6 1.4 27·S 4S.3 11. 1 

19502 5.4 8.4 2.5 2.6 3·9 

I 
1.4 29·S 49.1 *11. S 

lFigures by color exclude data for residents of New Jersey because this State did 
not require reRprting of the 'tem for these years. 

2Based on enumerated population adjusted for age bias in the population of races 
other than whlt~. 

NOTE: Asterisk indicates age-adjusted rates where more than half of the age-specrfic 
rates are based on fewer than 20 deaths. 
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Table C. Death rates for Homicide for th ree cohorts of young persons born 1943-47, 1948-52, and 
1953-57, by age, color, and sex: United States, five-year intervals 1943-72. 

. Death rate per 100,000 population 

Period of birth Age at Year of 
of cohort death death White All other White All other 

(in years) male male female female 
persons persons persons persons 

Under 5 1957 0.9 2.4 0.8 2.5 

5-9 1962 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.8 
1953-1957 10-14 1967 0.5 3.8 0.4 1.7 

15-19 1972 6.3 55.5 2.8 11.7 

Under 5 1952 1.3 2.1 1.0 1.9 

5-9 1957 0.3 0.7 0.3 0.4 

1948-1952 10-14 1962 0.5 1.8 0.6 0.8 

15-19 1967 4.3 43.8 1.6 9.3 

20-24 1972 13.2 152.7 3.7 26.6 

Under 5 1947 1.8 2.2 1.6 0.8 

5-9 1952 0.3 0.9 0.2 0.8 

10-14 1957 0.5 2.7 0.3 0.8 
1943-1947 15-19 1962 2.6 27.0 1.3 6.3 

20-24 1967 8.7 105.8 2.9 24.7 

25-29 1972 14.3 172.1 3.3 27.2 

= 

.' .- . 

Table D. Number and percent distribution of (1) viGtlms of homicide, and (2) 
persons arrested for homicide, by specified age: United States, 1972. 

Age (I n yea rs) Number Percen t 

1. Victims of homicide 

All ages 19,638 100.0 

Under 15 780 4.0 

15-29 7,932 40.4 

(15-19) (1,762) ( 9.0) 
(20-24) (3,332) (17.0) 
(25-29) (2,838) (14.5) 

30 yea rs and oYer 10,926 55.6 
I 

2. Persons arrested for homlclde l 

All ages 15,049 100.0 

Under 15 221 1.5 

15-29 8,907 59.2 

(15-19) (2,785) (18.5) 
(20-24) (3,572) (23. n 
(25-29) (2,550) ,(16.9) 

30 years and over 5,921 39.3 

I Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 1972, 
issued by Clarence M. Kelley, Director, Washington, D.C., August 1973. 
These data are limited to 6,195 agencies, covering an estimated popUlation 
of 160,4-16;000 for 1972. 
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Table E. Homicide rates for geographic divisions! United States, 1972 

[Rates per 100,000 population residing in specified area.] 

Area 

UNITED STATES 

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 

New England 
Middle Atlantic, 
East North Central 
West North Central 
South Atlantic 
East South 'Centrai 
West South Central 
Mountain 
Pacific 

Homicide rdte 

1972 

9.4 

3.6 
S.8 
8.5 
4.6 

14.5 
" 13.0 

12.5 
7.2 
S.l 

1959-61 

4.7 

1.4 
3.0 
3.6 
2.6, 
8.2 
8.3 
7.3 
4.4 
3.8 

~' , Table F. Number of Homicides and rates for 20 largest cities, together 
with rank of homicide rate: 1970 

Homicide rate Rank of 
Number of per 100,000 homicide 

City Population homicides population rate 

St. Louis, Mo. 622,236 248 39.9 1 
Cleveland, Ohio 750,903 259 34.5 2 
Detroit, Michigan 1,511,482 521 34.5 2 
Dallas, Texas 844,401 246 29.1 4 
Washington, D. C. 756,510 200 26.4 c:. 

.J 

Baltimore, Md. 905,759 234 25.8 6 
Houston, Texas 1,232,802 317 25.7 7 
Chicago, Ill. 3,366,957 834 24.8 8 
New Orleans, La. 593,471 129 21.7 9 
Philadelphia, Pa. 1,948,609 389 20.0 10 
Memphis, Tenn. 623,530 101 16.~ 11 
Los Ange1es~ Cal. 2,816,061 426 15.1 12 
San Francisco, Cal. 715,674 106 14.8 13 
New York, N.Y. 7,894,862 1,147 14.5 14 
Boston, Mass. 641,071 87 13.6 15 
San Antonio, Texas 654,153 85 13.0 16 
Phoenix, Arizona 581,562 64 11.0 17 
Indianapolis, Ind. 744,624 71 9.5 18 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 717,099 60 8.4 19 
San Diego, Calif. 696,769 34 Li.9 20 



Tnhle 1. - Number of homicidl!ft and rates, by sex, and by means of injury: United Stdt.O, 1900-1972. 

I RatPR pnf toO,Ol}I) populflt inn. De.Jth R(I'glRtrlttlon Aroa, 1900-1912, And Unltod Stote. 1411-1971. For 19h8-7i 
rltC'R .1rc h.IREId on dl.e.Jth.'J 1l<lftip,ned to category numbers E91l0&EQ18 of tha K1Rhth Revision oC tl"l Intl'rn,lllnn.d 
Clns.slfication of Ul.seasPB, AdoJpt~d for Use in the United St.1tfl"', oldoptod in 1965i Cor 11ll.q-b7 r.Jtel'! arc bdfH'd 
nn deaths lJssigned to category numbers E96~ I E980-E985 of tho Sixth nnd Seventh RoviR ionR HdoptC'o, rc,;p('ct 1 vl'ly, 
In 1948 and 1955; for 1939-48, on deaths dsslgned to category numbers 165-168, 198 of the f'l£th ReViSion, 
ddopted In 19J8; for 1930 .. 38, on dedths assigned to category numbers 172 ... 175, 198 of the Fourth Revision, .Jdtlpted 
tn 19l.9; for 1921-29, on deaths dssigned to coltegory numbers 197&200, dnd part of 202 c.f the Th1rd ReVision, 
4dopted In 1920; for 1910-20 on category numb"rs 182-184 of the Second Revl.lon, adopted in 1909; ,lOd for 1900-
lqOq, on p.lrt of category number 176 of the First Revision, adopted in 1900.] 

~T~-
~ 

" Number of homicLdes, by sex Number of homic ides, by me.to.:> \')f injun' 

I R.He per 
---- --fIT-----'-f-- -- -.-Ass.ult by ASSdUlt by Injury hy Assault 

i'ertr I 100,000 Total H.de Fe~le 
flreA nn and cutting .md Intervontlon ~bY other 

! population explosive piercing of police mE'l.Ins 

" . 
I-·~~~------~----

1'171 q ,t~ 19,6)8 1'j .b42 J,996 13,382 3,196 JOO l,7hO 

I 'J71 9.1 18,787 14,812 J,975 12,42J 3,237 411 1,715 
1970 8. ) 16,848 13.278 3,570 11,213 2,780 313 2,522 
1%9 7.7 15,477 12,166 3, Jll 10,174 2,726 354 2.223 
1968 7. 1 14,686 11,52J 3,163 9,425 2,626 350 2,185 
1967 6.B 13 ,425 IO,2J6 3,189 8,3J2 2,467 )87 2,239 
1966 5.9 1I,60b 8,729 2,877 6,855 2,330 ' 298 2,123 

1965 5.5 10,712 8,148 2,564 6,158 2,292 271 1,991 
1964 5.1 9,814 7,367 2,447 5,474 2,108 278 1,,954 
19hJ 4.9 9,225 6,921 2,J04 S ,126 1,9g0 246 1,86J 
1962 4.8 9,01 ) 6,707 2, J06 4,954 1,978 187 1,894 
Iqn I 4.7 8,57B 6, )46 2,232 4.,753 1,819 , 2J7 1,769 

1 q/i() 4.7 8,:'04 6,269 2,195 G ,6?7 1.836 l45 1,756 
11,9 4.6 8,159 6,068 2,091 4,Q,,7 1,804 227 1.671 
1958 4.5 7,R15 5,804 1,011 4,230 1,765 :29 1,591 
1957 4.5 7,h41 5,7J9 1,902 4,010 1,867 718 1.5J6 
19Sh 4.6 7,629 ,,705 1,924 4,039 1,854 126 1,5l() 

19,5 4.5 7,418 5, h30 1,788 J ,807 1,826 227 1,558 
195/. 4.8 7, ))5 5,886 1,849 4,115 1,793 244 1,581 
1953 4.8 7,640 5,828 1,812 4.013 1,837 255 1,535 
1952 5.7 8,054 6,202 1,852 4,244 1,986 256 1,568 
19S1 4.9 7,495 5,669 1,826 3,898 1,787 227 1,583 

1950 5.3 7,942 6,089 1.85J 4,179 1,879 282 1,602 
1949 5.4 8,0)), 6,214 1,819 4,235 1,869 777 1,652 
19/,8 5.9 J,654 6,769 1,985 4,894 2,074 (NA) 1,686 
1947 h. t 8,708 6,858 1,850 4,922 1,981 (NA) 1,805 
1946 n ,4 8,913 7,012 1,901 4,966 2,159 (NA) 1,788 

1945 5.7 7,547 5,969 1.578 4,029 1,837 (NA) 1,681 
194/. 5.0 6,675 5,25) 1,424 3,449 1,741 (NA) 1,485 
I qt.J S .1 6,823 5, J61 1,460 3.444 1,849 (NA) 1,510 
) 'J42 5.9 7,890 6,266 • 1,624 4,204 2,120 (NA) I, sn., 
1941 6.0 8,048 6,40M 1.640 4,525 ~ ,OJ4 (NA) i,"SCI 

191,0 6. ) 8, )29 6,647 1,682 4,655 2,OM (NA) 1,610 
I ~J9 6.4 8,394 6,657 1,1>7 4,799 2,048 (NA) 1,547 
19J8 6.8 8,799 6,9J5 1,864 5,055 2,018 (NA) 1,726 
IqJ7 7.6 9,811 7,731 2,080 5,701 2, ~92 (NA) 1,918 
I'JJ6 8.0 10,2J2 8,134 2,098 6,016 2,151 (NA) 2,065 

1")5 8.3 10,587 8,554 2,OJ3 6,506 2,018 (NA) 2,06J 
19)4 9.5 lJ ,055 9,850 2,205 7,702 2,122 (NA) 2, 2J 1 
19JJ 9.7 12,134 9,874 2,250 7,86J 2,065 (NA) 2,196 
19J2 9.0 10,722 8,646 2.076 7,252 1,578 (NA) , 1,892 
19J1 9.2 10,862 8,761 2,101 7, J35 1,662 (NA) 1,865 

1910 8.8 10,311 8,231 2,098 6,995 1,553 (NA) 1,78J 
1'119 8,1. 9,617 7,644 1,993 6,362 1,539 INA) 1,7)& 
l'I!A 8 I, I} •. 780 7,889 1,891 il,bb8 1,409 INA) 1,7U') 
1"1/ H.I. fi,lllI} I ,1~8 1,829 6,0114 I, )7(, (NA) 1,617 
11))/, 11.1, 8. gO I,OH 1,68') ",f) Ilj 1,219 (NAI I ,'dl" 

l'lll 8. ) ) .440 &,811 1,(,11 '),1)08 t ,I JO (J~) l,ldLl 
1')24 8,1 8,014 "',(,08 1,6U6 '),736 920 (NA) I ,)~8 
) 921 I 7.8 7, )51 • 6,096 1,461 :; ,422 884 (HA) I ,2~1 
1912 8.0 7, J81 5,996 I, J85 5,4JO 763 INA) t, JA8 
1921 8. t 7,090 5,682 1.408 5,178 687 (NA) 1,225 

1920 6.8 5,815 4.661 1,154 4,178 587 (NA) 1,050 
t 919 7.2 5,973 4,820 1,15J 4,247 632 (NA) 1,094 
1918 ~. 5 5,11 3 4,107 1,006 ) ,475 603 (NA) I,OJ5 
1917 ",9 4,754 J,904 960 J,205 621 (HA) 1,0)8 
1916 6.3 4,237 3,419 818 2,708 546 (NA) 98) 

1915 5,9 3,63J 2,829 804 2,213 483 (NA) q17 
1914 h.2 3,776 3,000 776 2, J66 511 (NA) 8'19 
I Jl3 6.1 J,521 2,818 70J 2,123 492 (NA) que, 
1')12 5.4 2,9J8 2,305 636 1,775 417 (NA) 7',6. 
1911 5.5 2,978 2,385 59J 1,743 478 (NA) 757 

1910 4.6 2,161 1,670 491 1,174 289 (NA) 698 
1'109 4.2 1,857 1,400 457 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
1908 4.8 1,858 1,421 437 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
19U7 4.9 1,701 1,334 367 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
1906 3.9 1,310 1,013 297 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 

1905 2.1 463- 339 124 (NA) (NA) ,,,, l to" 1904 1.3 283 193 90 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
190) 1.1 236 175 61 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
1902 1.2 255 168 87 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
1901 1.2 2JJ 150 83 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
1900 1.2 230 167 6J (NA) (NA) (NA) (NAI 

--- -----
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19 

19 
19 
19 

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

Table 2.-Death Rates for Homicide, by.Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1950-1972 

[Rates per 100,000 population in specified age-calor-sex group. For 1968-72 rates are based on deaths assigned 
to category numbers E960-E978 of the Eighth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases, Adapted 
for Use in the United States; and for 1950-67, are based on deaths assigned to category numbers E964, E980-E985 
of the Sixth and Seventh Revisions adopted, respectively, in 1948 and 1955] 

ar, color, and sex Total Under 1-4 5-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85 years 
1 year years years years years years years years years years and over 

BOTH SEXES 

72---------------- 9.4 5.2 1.8 0.9 13.5 18.5 16.2 11.0 7.8 4.6 4.0 4,7 
71---------------- 9.1 5.2 2.2 1.0 12.6 18.6 15.6 10,4 7.5 5.1 4.2 4.5 
70---------------- 8.3 4.3 1.9 0.9 11. 7 16.6 13.7 10.1 7.1 5.0 4.0 4.2· 

69---------------- 7,7 4.3 1.6 0.7 11.0 15.9 13.4 8,7 6.5 4.7 2.9 2.9 
68---------------- 7.3 4.8 1.4 0.7 10.1 15.3 12.9 9.0 6.3 4.5 3.3 3.7 
67---------------- 6,8 6.4 1.1 0.7 9.1 14.6 12.1 8.2 5.6 4.2 3.2 3.8 
66---------------- 5.9 5.8 1.2 0.6 7.6 12.3 10.6 7.7 5.4 3.4 2.8 3.1 
65---------------- 5.5 5.5 1.1 0.6 6,8 11.9 9.9 6.9 5.0 3.4 2.7 2,4 

64---------------- 5.1 5.4 1.2 0.6 6,3 10.5 9.2 6.7 4.6 2.9 2,5 3.1 
6)---------------- 4.9 5.0 1.1 0.6 5.8 10,2 8.8 6.2 4.5 2.9 2.8 2.4 
62---------------- 4.8 5.1 0.9 0.6 5.9 9.9 8.6 6.3 4.5 3.1 2.6 3.4 
61---------------- 4.7 4.6 1.0 0.5 5.7 9.6 8.3 6.3 3.9 2.9 2.9 2.8 
60---------------- 4.7 4.8 0.7 0.5 5.9 9.7 8.1 6.2 4.2 2.8 2.4 2.4 

59--------------- 4.6 3.7 0.9 0.5 5.9 9.3 8.0 5.9 4.0 2.9 2.5 2.6 
58--------------- 4.5 3.3 0.7 0.5 S.8 8.7 7.4 6.3 4.0 2.9 2.6 3.3 
57--------------- 4.5 3.1 0.6 0.4 5.8 9.0 7.5 5.8 4.0 3,0 2.2 1.4 
56--------------- 4.6 3.3 0.7 0.4 6.1 9.0 7.6 5.6 4.1 2.8 2.2 2.3 
55--------------- 4.5 3.4 0.5 0.4 5,5 8.8 7.7 5.9 4.0 2.ll 2.5 3.0 

54---------------- 4.8 3.7 0.6 0.5 6.0 9.1 8.2 6.5 3.5 2.8 2.7 1.9 
53---------------- 4.8 3.1 0.7 0.5 5.9 9.0 8.7 6.1 3.1 2.8 2.3 3.6 
52---------------- 5.2 3.7 0.6 0.5 6.2 10.0 9.1 6.1 3.8 3.0 2.7 2.0 
51---------------- 4.9 4.3 0.6 0.4 5,9 9.1 8.2 5.9 3.9 2.7 2,4 2.1 

501--------------- 5.3 4.4 0.6 0.5 6.3 9.9 8.8 6.1 4.0 3.2 2.6 2.3 

WHITE MALE 

72---------------- 7.7 4.1 1.5 0.6 9.5 13.9 13.0 9.6 8.2 6.2 4.5 8.8 
71---------------- 7.3 3.B 1.5 0,6 8.6 14,0 12.5 9.1 7.6 6.2 5.3 4.5 
70---------------- 6.8 2.9 1.4 0.5 7.9 13.0 11.0 9.0 7.7 5.6 5.1 4.4 

69---------------- 6,0 3.5 1.4 0.5 7.6 11.6 10.1 7,1 6,9 5,2 4.1 3.3 
68---------------- 5.9 3.9 1.0 0.5 7.5 11.0 9.8 8.0 6.4 5.6 4.3 4.8 
67---------------- 5.3 5.6 0.9 D,S 6.3 10.4 8.8 6.9 5.7 5.0 3.8 4,3 

66---------------- 4.5 5.2 0.8 0.5 5.0 8.2 7.6 6.3 5.4 3.7 2.8 4,7 

65---------------- 4.4 5.3 1.0 0.5 4.9 7,8 7.3 6.0 5.2 3.5 3.5 3.0 

64---------------- 3.9 4.6 1.1 0.6 4.4 7.0 6.1 5.7 4.7 2.9 3.0 4.4 

63 2--------------- 3.9 4.2 1.1 0 5 4.2 7.3 6.4 5.1 4.4 3.4 3.1 2.9 
622--------------- 3.8 4.3 0.7 0:5 3,9 6.9 6.0 5.7 4.6 3.4 3.1 2.9 
61---------------- 3.6 3.9 0.8 0.5 3.9 6.4 5.8 5.4 4.1 3.4 2.9 2.6 
60---------------- 3.6 3.8 0.6 0.4 4.4 6.2 5.5 5.0 4.3 3.4 2.7 2.7 . 
59---------------- 3.5 3.2 0.8 0.5 4.2 5.5 5.4 5.1 4.3 3.4 3,0 2.1 
58---------------- 3.4 2.5 0.5 0.5 4.0 5.5 4.8 5.1 4,1 3.5 2.6 4.4 
57---------------- 3.2 3.1 0.3 0.4 3.9 5.6 4.8 4.3 4.0 3.4 2.5 1.3 
56---------------- 3.3 2.5 0.6 0.5 4.0 5.4 4.8 4.3 4.3 3.3 2.7 2.3 
55---------------- 3.4 3.3 0.4 0.4 3.5 5.2 5.7 4.6 4.1 3.0 3.4 3.11 

54--------------- 3.5 3.0 0.5 0.4 3.9 5.4 5.7 5.1 3.6 3.1 3.3 2.5 
53--------------- 3.5 2.7 0.6 0.4 3.8 5.4 5.7 5.2 3.7 3.1 3.3 3.4 
52--------------- 3.7 3.7 0.7 0.5 3.9 5.6 5.8 5.3 4.0 3.9 3.6 3.6 
51--------------- 3.6 3.6 0.4 0.4 3.6 5.5 5.6 4.9 4.3 3.5 3.0 2,1 
50--------------- 3.9 4.3 0.4 0.4 3.7 5.4 6.4 5.5 4.4 4;1 3.5 1.8 

IBased on enumerated population adjusted for age bias in the population of races other than white. 
2Figures by color exclude data for residents of New Jersey because this Statl. did not require reporting the item. 
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TobIo 2.-00atll Rates for Homicide, by AlIe, Color, Bnd So.: United States. 1950-1972-Con. 

(R" ... per 100,000 population in specified 88e-color-."" group. For 1968-72 rat •• are ba.ed on dcaths ••• igned 
to category nuabcr. £960-E978 of the Eighth Rovision of thc International Cla .. Hication of Ol.ea •••• Adapted 
ror U •• tn tho United st.te.; .nd for 1950-67, are ba.ed on d •• th. a .. ianed to catosory numbers E96~, E980-£985 
or tho Sixth and sevpnth Revi.iono adopted, reapectively. ill 1948 and 1955J 

--.- -. -
Yenr, color, and sc. Tot.l Under 1-~ 5-14 lS-24 25-3~ 35-~4 45-54 55-64 6S-7~ 75-84 85 yearo 

1 year years years yearll yearn years yeare years yenrs years and over 

-_. 
tllltU; ,'EHALf: 

1972---------------- 2.3 3.3 1.2 0.6 3.2 3.3 3.2 2.6 2.0 1.7 2.7 2.5 
1971---------------- 2.3 ~. 3 1.3 0.6 2.5 3.6 3.2 2.5 2.3 1.9 2.5 3.6 
1970---------------- 2.1 2.9 1.2 0.5 2.7 3. ~ 3.2 2.2 2.0 1.7 2.5 1.9 

1969---------------- 2.0 3.6 1.3 0.5 2.4 3.2 2.6 2.3 1.8 1.8 1.6 2 .~ 
1968---------------- 1.9 ~. 2 1.1 0.5 2.2 2.8 2.9 2.2 1.8 1.5 1.9 2.6 
1% 7---------------- 1.9 4.7 0.9 0.5 2.2 2.8 3.2 2.3 1.5 1.5 2.3 3.2 
1966---------------- 1.8 ~. 7 0.9 o.~ 2.0 3.0 2. ~ 2.3 1.9 1.6 1.8 2.1 
1965---------------- 1.6 3.6 0.8 0.4 ' .• 8 2.5 2.3 2.0 1.6 1.3 1.3 1.3 

19 6~---------------- 1.6 4.0 0.9 o.~ 1.6 2.7 2.4 1.9 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.9 
19632.-------------- 1.5 ~ .1 0.9 0.4 1.~ 2.3 2.2 1.9 1.4 1.3 1.7 1.8 
19622--------------- 1.6 4.2 0.9 0.5 1.7 2.2 2.5 1.8 1.4 1.5 1.6 3.3 
1961--------------- !.5 3.3 0.8 0.4 1.5 2.4 2.5 2.1 1.2 1.1 2. a 1.8 
1960---------------- 1.~ 3, S O.S 0.3 1.5 2.0 2.2 1.9 1.5 1.1 1.2 1.5 

1959---------------- 1.~ 2.9 0.7 0.4 1.~ 2. ~ 2.2 1.8 1.1 1.1 1.3 1.6 
1958---------------- 1.~ 2.8 0.7 0.3 1.6 1.7 2.2 1.9 1.2 1.2 2.1 2.1 
1957---------------- 1.3 2.2 0.5 0.3 1.4 

I 
1.9 2.2 ~. 7 1.5 0.9 1.1 1.3 

1956---------------- 1.3 2.6 0.6 0.2 1.4 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.2 1.0 1.3 0.9 
1955---------------- 1.2 2.5 O. ~ 0.3 1.3 1.7 1.9 1.9 1.1 0.7 1.~ 1.2 

1954---------------- 1.~ 3.0 0.6 O.~ 1.5 1.9 2.1 2.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.0 
1953---------------- 1.4 3.1 0.6 0.3 1.2 2.0 2.1 1.7 1.1 1.2 0.8 3.0 
1952---------------- 1.3 3.0 0.5 0.3 1.~ 1.8 2.3 1.7 1.1 0.9 0.8 1.1 
1951---------------- 1.4 4.2 0.5 o.~ loS 1.9 2.0 1.7 1.1 1.0 1.3 1.5 

1950-- -------------- 1.4 3.9 0.6 0.4 1.3 1.9 2.2 1.6 1.3 1.1 1.2 1.9 

ALI. OTHER HALE 

1 q 7 2---------------- 70.1 12.6 4.5 3.7 97.9 160.9 139.9 99.0 64.1 31.0 17.2 3.9 
1 q 71---------------- 67.7 12.1 6.6 3.5 99.4 159.6 130.2 91. 8 57.2 32.8 25.7 20.~ 

1970---------------- 60. B 13.~ ~.6 3.9 92.0 137.3 110.8 90.3 55.1 37.0 17 .1 16.2 

t 969---------------- 5R.l 11.5 3.7 2.7 8B.0 138.~ 122.9 83.5 50.1 39.9 9.3 8.2 
1968---------------.- 5~.6 7.8 3.5 2.9 77.1 137.3 11~.6 81. B 52.7 34.3 15.9 10.9 
1967--------------- 49.6 12.4 2.0 2.4 69.6 126.5 107.5 71. 7 ~5. 2 32.1 I 13.6 8.0 
1966---------------- 43.5 11. 7 2.7 1.8 61.1 104.2 95.4 67.8 40.7 27.5 

i 
15.4 6.5 

1965---------------- 40.1 11.2 2.4 2.2 51. 8 104.1 86.5 58.7 36.7 30.7 16. ~ 12.2 
I 

1964---------------- 37.4 9.8 1.9 1.3 ~9 .6 89.6 86.9 58.1 34.6 21. 5 ! 14.7 8.1 
1963 2 _______ -----~-- 35.7 9.3 1.8 1.3 45.2 87.7 81.1 5~. 7 ! 37.5 17.9 12.6 12.1 
1962 2--------------- 35.5 10.5 1.7 1.2 ~8. 2 85.2 76.3 56.1 36.0 21.0 i 11.8 6.5 
1961---------------- 33.6 9.3 2.1 1.5 ~~. 2 81. 3 71.0 51.3 29.9 21.8 ! 15.3 22.6 
1960---------------- 34.5 10.1 1.6 1.~ 43.7 84.7 72.3 51. 5 29.1 18.6 16.7 12. R 

1959---------------- 3.5.0 9.7 1.5 1.1 ~5. 3 8~. 2 73.4 51. 3 30. B 18.1, 15.3 17.2 
19~B---------------- JI •. 9 B. J 1.~ 0./ 41 •. 2 83.4 68.8 54.7 31. 8 18.1 10.8 14.8 
1951---------------- 36.5 ~ .9 1.7 1.6 45.8 86.7 69.6 56.3 31.5 23.7 i 1~. 8 7.7 
19 ~~---------------- 37.1 6.6 0.9 1.7 48.8 88.0 13.7 49.0 30.5 lB. J 10.8 24.0 
19 ~ r, __________ .. _____ 36.9 6.1 1.1 1.1, 45. J 89.1 67.8 53.0 J5.2 16.0 8.8 16.7 

I 
19 ~~---------------- ~O. 6 1.~ 10.1 1.6 49.6 94.8 76.2 57.6 I 33.2 19.9 15.1 ~. 5 
1951---------------- ~I.J 5.6 1.1 1.~ 53.7 90.6 85.6 54.2 I 27.0 19.2 12.3 -
19~2---------------- ~5. ~ 5.4 1.3 1.2 55.8 106.1 90.1 53.1 32.7 19.1 18.2 -
1 q 51---------------- 41.3 5.9 1.5 0.8 50.8 91.5 79.8 51. 6 33.9 15.0 11. 3 15.8 
1950 1--------------- ~5. 5 5.9 0.9 1.8 56.5 105.6 80.4 52.8 32.3 20.9 11.9 10.7 

M.L OntER F'f.HALE I 
I 

1972---------------- 13. ~ 13.6 3.8 2.0 18.5 27.7 21. 3 15.1 11.0 7.3 6. ~ 7.3 
1971---------------- 13.9 11.6 5.7 2.2 17.9 27.1 26.6 17.2 11. 2 5.9 2.6 5.3 
1970---------------- 12.3 10.2 5.8 1.9 16.3 23.3 22.6 16.1 7.8 7.1 5.1 8.9 

1969---------------- 11. 7 ~ .5 2.7 1.0 15.8 27.4 23.8 13.9 9.8 6.0 3.3 2.5 
1968---------------- 11.6 8.0 2.9 1.3 16.1 26.2 23.6 13.3 8.5 5.9 4.2 2.8 
19~ 7---------------- 11.9 n.3 2.5 l.L 16.0 27.1 23.0 15.2 9.2 6.8 1.2 ~.5 

1966---- ------------ 10.6 7.6 2.9 1.3 12.6 24.7 22.1 13.3 7.7 3.9 7.5 1.7 
1965---------------- 10.0 10.4 2.~ 1.0 11.6 24.0 21. 3 12.5 7.0 3.3 3.5 3.7 

i ::~2::::::::::::::: 9.2 12.4 2.4 1.~ 11.1 20.5 19.4 10.5 6.8 4.2 0.9 ~.1 
9.1 8.5 1.9 1.3 10.9 20.~ 19.6 10.5 5.5 6.1 3.5 -

19622--------------- 8.9 8.4 1.3 O.B 11.0 21. 2 20.0 8.5 5.9 3.3 4.2 7.1 
1961---------------- 8.9 10.0 2.3 0.8 10.6 20.4 19.1 9.5 5.6 2.6 ~. 3 2.4 
1960---------------- 9.9 13.0 1.7 1.0 11. 3 22.9 19.6 12.3 6.6 3.1 3.0 2.5 

1959---------------- 9. ~ ~. 6 1.2 0.7 12.4 22.9 19.2 9.2 6.0 3.9 2.5 7.7 
1958---------------- 9.3 6.6 III 0.8 12.5 20.5 17.7 12.~ 5.3 3.8 3.3 -
1957---------------- 9.2 6.3 1.5 0.5 12.0 21. 3 17 .~ 11.0 4.9 ~. 1 2.1 -
1956---------------- 10.3 8 .~ 1.6 0.6 13.0 23.1 19.0 11.1 7.6 4.9 1.4 2.8 
1955---------------- 9.5 6.8 1.2 0.6 12.3 21.5 17.2 10.2 6.0 2.5 3.8 11.8 

195~---------------- 9.5 5.6 0.9 0.7 12.6 20.8 16.~ 12.5 2.5 1 •. 7 7.9 6.3 
1953---------------- 9.6 3.8 1.0 0.8 12.2 21.6 17.2 9.7 5.6 3.5 2.5 16.1 
1952---------------- 10.8 7.1 0.6 0.7 13.2 25.2 19 .~ 10.4 4.9 3. ~ ~. 3 -
l ~ ~~ i::::::::::::::: 10.7 7.2 1.2 0.7 15.3 24.3 16.6 10.4 4.5 2.6 4.5 -

11. 2 6.4 1.5 1.2 15.8 25.8 17.7 B.7 3.2 3.9 3.9 3.8 

Jaased on enumerated population ~djusted for age bias in the population at' rsces othe.r than white. 
2Figurell by color exclude data for residents of New Jerl~Y because this State did not require reporting the item. 

.' .. 

Table 3. Oeath rates for Homicide among male persons, by birth cohort, color. and age at death: UnIted States. 1932-1972. 

-----,---.. ~---=-,- ---- ~- -~ - -- ~-----

I 
~--------,- ----

Death rate per 

I Per lad IOf 
birth of 
cohort I 

1938-42 j 

1933-37 

i 
1928-31. 

1 

19h"27 

100,000 ~oEula~i ... ,. _ ..Q.r;.a1-t! -et" per 100 000 .£.!:.~;~~ 
~qe at Whl te , PerIod of Aoe ?t Whi tt.' 

"coth Year of male All other birth of d,~(l th I Ye~r of mille All other 
(in vears) death per'ions rna 1 e pe rsons -- --E£~~,_rt ('In years) t1e.Jth pcrc,o~'i mill (> J!' r_~nr" --- ... -, 

Under 5 1942 1.4 2.4 1910-22 Under 5 1922 --- ---
5-9 1947 0.4 1.5 5-9 1327 --- -- -

10-14 1952 0.6 1.5 10-14 1932 0.7 J.' 
15-19 1957 2.3 26.9 15-19 1937 ).3 411.0 

20-24 1962 5.5 76.5 20-211 1942 5.6 101.:' 

25-29 1967 10.7 127.9 25-23 1947 7. 1, ! IJ1.iJ 

30-34 1972 13.4 148.2 )0-34 1952 5.1 104.'. 
35-39 1957 5.0 n.: 
40-~I, 190< 5.6 73.1 

Under 5 1937 1.9 1.6 115-119 196'/ 7.0 ~r.!. ~ 

5-9 1942 0.3 1.5 50-5'1 1 ~17;' B.U C[..O 
10-14 1947 0.5 3.5 
15-19 1952 2.4 34.7 
20-24 1957 5.7 69·0 1913-1917 ilnder 5 1917 --- ---
25-29 b62 6.6 83·3 5-9 1922 --- ---
30-34 1967 10.1 125.0 10-14 1927 -- - ---
35-39 1972 13.8 143.9 15-19 1932 5.0 

I 
45.0 

20-24 1937 8.8 128.1 
25-29 1942 6.4 120.3 

Unde r 5 1932 'l.0 3.1 30-31, 1947 7-4 106.6 

5-9 1937 r.6 1.2 35-39 1952 5.8 99.1 
10-1', 1942 0.4 3.3 40-44 1957 4.6 66.7 
i 5-19 1947 2.2 34.8 45-49 1962 5.7 58.B 
20-24 1952 5.4 80.5 50-54 1967 6.8 59.7 
25-29 1957 6.0 86.6 55-59 1972 B.b 71.3 
30-34 1962 7.1 87.1 
35-39 1967 9.1 115·5 
',0-4

" 
1972 12.,3 135.9 190B-1912 Under 5 19 t 2 --- ---

5-9 1917 --- ---
10-14 1~22 --- ---

Under S 1927 --- --- 15-19 1927 --- -- -
5-9 1932 0.7 0.6 20-24 1932 12.8 171,7 

10-14 1937 0.7 1,.2 25-29 1937 10.9 I ~6. 1 
15-1 :J 191'2 2./ 35.8 30-34 1942 6.9 121d; 
20-7~ 1~47 6 ,. . , 108.4 35-39 19"7 7./ 99· ,: 
25-29 195] 6.2 107.6 40-44 1952 5.9 8(\.0 
30-3" IS,7 Z;.3 86.9 45-49 1957 4.5 (.j, :. 

35-3~ 1962 6.3 79.1 50-511 1962 5.7 I,j. I 
40-1:4 1967 8.4 99.7 55-59 1967 6.2 S3.2 
45-49 1972 10.5 109.0 6G-64 1972 7.11 :,. 

NOTE: Death rates for years prior to 1932 are not shown because of the break In contInuity of homicIde rates resulting 
from the rapidly expanding group of States In the "Death Reg.lstratlon Area." 
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T.,ble 4. Death rates for Homicide. by color, sex, birth cohort, lind age at death: United Stites, 5 .. year Interv.uls during 1932-72. 

IRates per 100000 population In ,peel fled age-color-.ex group. Fqr 1968-72 rat •• oro based on deaths assigned to category numbers E960-E978 of the ~ 
Revl.lon of th; International Classification of Dlsea,es. Ad.pted for Us. In tho United SUtes. adopted In 1965; for 1949-1967. category n~mbors E964. 
E§BO-E9B5 of the Sixth and Seventh Revisions •• dooted. respectively'. In 1948 bnd 1955; for 1939-194~ category numbers 165-168 of tho Fifth Revision. 
lOdoptod In 1938; fo, 1930-38. cat.""y .UOIbo .. 172-1?5 o~ the Fourth Revision. adopted In 1929.) 

PERIOD OF SihTH OF COHORT 
Color, sex, 

19113-11938-

, 
and .1QC 1953- 1948- :m- :m- :~g- 1918- 1913- 1908- :~~~- :~~s- :m- 1888- :m' 1878- :m- ::~~-(in year.) 1957 1952 1947 1942 1922 1917 1912 I 02 1892 1882 

Totoll I I I 
15-19- -- 8.8 6. I ).71 3.7 4.2 4.0 4.5 5.5 6.3 
20-1'.--- 18.8 12.7i 8.7 8.2 8.2 10.7 9.9 13.9 15.5 
25-Zry· -. 18.9 14.9 9.8 9.2 10.5 11.7 11.0 15.7 18.7 , 

JO-l','-- I 17.9 14.2 9.9 8.~ 9.4 10.7 11.3 13· 5 17.2 
J5-39- -- 17.0 1).0 9.1 7.9 9.9 10.6 10.3 13.4 16.1 , 
IIO ... 114~-· 15.4 11.4 8.1 7.0 8.3 8.9 8.0 10.2 12.2 
45-49---

I 
12.3 9.0 6.5 6.4 6.4 7.4 6.9 9.2 11.3 

50-54--- 9.7 

UI 
6.1 5.2 5.8 5.9 5.5 7.2 8.5 

55-59--- 6.2 4.8 4.7 4.2 5.0 4.5 6.3 B.8 
60-64--- 7.0 4_9 4.2 3.2 3.3 3.9 3.9 5.1 7.5 
65-69--- 4.5 4.5 3.5 3.2 3.0 3.9 ).) 5.0 
70-74---

I 
4.6 3.9 2.5 2.6 3.0 2.6 2.6 

75-79--- 3.6 j.4 2.5 2.1 2.6 2.9 
80-84---

I 
4.6 2·9 2.7 2.) 2.7 

Wnl te Hal e 

2,J 

I 

I 
I 

15-19--- 6.) 4.) 2.6 2.) 2.4 2·7 3.3 5.0 I 20-24--- 13.2 8.7 5.5 5.7 5.4 6.5 5.6 8.8
1 

12.8 
25-29--- 14.3 10.7 6.6 6.0 6.2 7. " 6.4 10.9 16.2 I 
30-)4---

I 
I) .• 10.1 7. I 5.3 5. I 7.' 6.9 10.4 16.4 

)5-)9--- 13.8 9.1 6.3 5.0 5.8 7.7 7.2 10.9 16.2 
40-44---

I 
I 12.3 8.4 5.6 4.6 5.9 7. B 6.3 9.6 13.0 

45-49--- 10.5 7.0 5.7 4.5 5.5 6.2 6.6 9.4 13. I 
50-54--- I 8.8 6.8 5.7 4.1 5·0 5.8 5.5 8.7 11. I 
55-59--- 8.8 6.2 4.9 4.8 4.1 5.9 5.6 8.0 11.9 
6a-64---

I 
7.4 5.1 ~·2 3. I 3.B 5.1 5.3 6.9 9.3 

65-69 --- 5·3 5.3 3·9 3.7 3. 9 5.5 •• 6 6.8 
70'7.--- I 5.1 4.5 2.7 3.1 3.9 3.2 3. ~ 
75-79--- 3·9 4.0 j.b 2.3 3.7 4 •• 
Ap-S'--- i 5.7 3.6 3.2 2.7 3.4 

I ;\11 Other 
Hale , 
:6:~t:: 55.5 43.B 27.0 26.9 34.7 34. B 35.8 44.0 45.0 

152.7 105.8 76.5 69.0 80.5 108.4 101.9 128.1 121.7 
25-29--- 172.1 127.9 83.3 86.6 107.6 114.9 120.3 146. I 145.9 
30 ·)4--- 148.2 125.0 87.1 86.9 ;olt.S 106.6 124.81 12 1.2 136.1 
35-)9--- 143.9 115.5 79.1 72.1 99.1 99.8 105·0 118.9 126.4 
40-44--- 135.9 93· 7 73-2 66.7 80.0. 74.9 76.9 89 .6 97-7 
.5-49--- 109.0 82.3 58.8 63.9 I 58.6 62.9 61.4 73.6 80.) ; 
50-54--- 8S.0 I 59.7 53.11 4].9 46.8 51.3 50.2 .9.5 .4.8 
$5-59--- 71.3 53.21 37·1 35.5 36.5 35.5 32.3 41.9 44.1 
60-64---

I I 
56.4 35.5 34.5 26.0 27.5 21.2 21.6 33.9 50.4 

65-69--- 29.8 35·5 27.4 26. I 20.5 20. I 16.7 25.0 
70-74--- 32.9 2].2 12.6 20.1 16.8 18.2 14.9 

65- 79 --- ; 21.2 16.8 14.5 14.3 19.7 1).6 
0-8. --- I 10.4 8.1 6.8 15.9 15.4 

Whi le 

..I 
, I 

fema I e 
I 

" I 
15-19--- 2.8 1.6 I.) 1.1 0.9 0.9 2.0 1.91 
20-2 1,--- 3.7 2.91 2.2 1.5 1.6 1.7 1.5 ).21 
25-29--- 3.3 2.9 2.1 2.0 1.9 1.7 1.6 3.2 ) .7 
)0-34--- , 3.3 2.7 2.2 1.8 1.8 2.2 1.9 ). I 3·2 
)5-)9--- 3.2 3.2 2.5 2.0 2.5 2.2 2. I 3.1 3.3 
.0-40--- 3.2 3.1 2.5 2.3 2.0 1.9 1.8 1.9 2.9 
45-49---

I 
2.8 2.9 1.9 1.8 1.4 2.3 1.5 2.2 2.3 

50-54--- 2.4 2.1, 1.8 1.6 :: I 1.5 1.3 1.2 1.9 
55-59--- 2.3 1.5 1.6 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.5 2.2 
60-64--- 1.8 1.4 1.2 1.6 1.0 1.1 1.1 0.9 2.5 
65-69--- 1.5 1.3 1.3 0.8 o. , 

1.3 I 1.1 1.4 
70-74--- I 1.9 1.7 1.8 1.0 1.2 1.0 0.9 
75-79--- 2.) 2·3 1.5 1.0 0.8 0.8 
80-84--- I i 3.3 2.3 1.8 1.4 0.9 

i I All 
Other I 
Female 

15-19--- 11.7 9. 
6.

31 
6.9 9. 10.1 15.4 14.0 1~.2 

20-24--- 26.6 2,.7 16. 17. 17.2 24.3 28.7 33.91 32.4 
25-29--- 27.2 27.6 22.1 20.3 27.5 29.0 26.2 32.6 35. 8 
30-34,-- 211.; 26. ~~:: 22.2 22.7 23.9 27.4 27·3 36.6 
35-39--- 21. 22.0 20.9 22.3 19.1 13.9 19.1 22.1 
40-44--- 21. 22.2 17.8 13.6 16.1 17.0 1).7 14.1 10.6 
.5-49--- 19.0 16.9 8.51 14.8 11.3 12.7 8.8 10 .• 8.5 
50-5.--- 10.8 13.3 8.5 6.7 9.4 1.1 5.4 B.4 ].'9 
55-59--- 12.4 9.1 •• 2 5.8 6.6 7.9 10.0 ;;.1 12.0 
60-6.--- I 9.4 9.4 a.2 3.7 2.7 5.3 2.9 4.5 3.6 
65-69--- I 6.6 5.8 4.2 4.4 2.6 2.5 2.3 5.8 
7~-7'--- I 

I 8.5 7.9 2.0 3.7 4.6 2.8 3 •• 
7579--- , I 4.7 I., 2.5 3.2 1.10 3.4 
Bo-84--- I I 9.0 1.1 7.5 - 8.5 

NOTE: The fl"t flgur. In each row. ""vlng from loft to right. I. tho d .. th rlto for 1972; tho •• <and figure. for 1967; the third figure. for 1962. etc. 

" 

I . T8ble 5. Death rates for liomicide: United States, Each Division and State., 1972 

[Rates per 100,000 population residing in specified area.] 

Area Homicide rate Area Homicide rate 

.' , . 
United States 9.4 

.It I 

Geographic Division: 

New England 3.6 South Atlantic: 
Middle Atlantic B.8 Delaware 10.9 
East North Central 8.5 Maryland 12.4 
West North Central 4.6 District of Columbia 33.5 
South Atlantic 14.5 Virginia 10.5 
East South Central 13.0 West Virginia 5.7 
West South Central 12.5 North Carolina 14.1 
Mountain 7.2 South Carolina 15.6 
Pa cific 8.1 Georgia 21.2 

Florida 14.2 
New England: 

Maine 3.7 East South Central: 
New Hampshire 1.8 Kentucky 9.4 
Vennont 2.2 Tennessee 14.0 
Massachusetts 4.3 Alabama 13.7 
Rhode Island 2.3 Mississippi 15.2 
Connecticut 3;2 

West South Central: 
Middle Atlantic: Arkansas 9.5 

New York 11.0 Louisiana 15.4 
New Jersey 7.2 Oklahoma 7.8 
Pennsylvania 6.5 Texas 13.2 

East North Central: Mountain: 
Ohio 8.1 Montana 5.3 
Indiana 6.4 Idaho 3.4 
Illinois 9.1 Wyoming 2.9 
Michigan 11. 9 Colorado 7.5 
Wisconsin 3.2 New Mexico 9.5 

Arizona 9.1 
West North Central: Utah 3.7 

Minnesota 2.7 Nevada 12.4 
Iowa 2.1 
Missouri 9.2 Pacific:, 
North Dakota 0.9 Washington 4.2 
South Dakota 3.2 Oregon 5.5 
Nebraska 3.1 California 9.1 
Kansas 3.8 Alaska 9.8 

Hawaii 7.6 
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A total of 19,638 men, women and children dIed in the United 

States in 1972 from injuries, inflicted by another person or 

persons with intent to injure or kill. 

An examination of the death rates for HomicIde during this 

century shows that both the total rate and the age-adjusted rate 

increased from 1900 to about 1933 (figure 1). Then both rates 

declined slowly (except for the steep drop In the death rate for 

Homicide during the years of World War II) through the 1940lS and 

1950 IS. But the trend during 1960-72 was again clearly upward--4.7 

deaths per 100,000 for 1960 to 9.4 deaths for 1972. 

Provisional figures for 1973 (based on a 10 percent sample 

of deaths occurring in that year) shaw that the number of 

homicides reached an estimated 20,518, representing a death rate for 

this cause of 9.8 d~aths per 100,000 population. This rate is the 

highest ever recorded for homicide for the nation. The next highest 

rate occurred over forty years ago--in 1933, for which year the 

rate reached 9.7 deaths per 100,000. 
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Also for each of the four color-sex groups the death rate for 

homicide increased from about 1900-33. Then through the 1940's and 

1950's all four rates declined slowly (except for the steep drop 

In the death rate for homicide for the male population during the 

years of World War II). But the rates turned upward again during 

1960-72 (figure 2). 

As measured by age-adjusted death rates the relative Increase 

of 98.1 percent In the total Homicide rate between 1960 and 1972 

reflects ~he following' Increases for the four color-sex groups: 

white male, 110.3 percent; Qther male, 98.3 percent; white female, 

60.0 percent; and other female, 32.1 percent (figure 3). 

Despite the larger relative increase in the age-adjusted death 

rate for Homicide for white persons, the 1972 rate for other persons 

was 11.2 times the corresponding rate for white pel'sons. 

For 1972 the age-adjusted death rate for Homicide for male 
I 

persons was 4.20 times the corresponding rate for female persons. 

For over 68 percent of the victims of homicide the means 

of injury were firearms and ~xplosives, mostly firearms. For 

the fIrst time in 1971 firearms and explosives were used 

more often to destroy another person than to destroy onels self. 

Mortality Trends for Homictde--A. J. Klebba 
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When all means of injury are considered, there are still more 

suicides in the United States (25,004 suicides in 1972) than there 

are romicides (19,638 homicides in 1972). But the gap between the 

two types of violent deaths is closing raptdly. 

Whereas for 1972 over half of the victims of homicide were 

among persons of races other than white, about 93 percent of the 

suicides were among white p~rsors. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation reports an increase from 

60 percent for 1966 of all homicides through use of flreal~5 to 

66 percent of all homicides for 1972. For 1972 the breakdown by type 

of firearm used was: handgun, 54 percent; rifle, 5 percent; and 

shotgun, 7 percent. Cutting or stabbing weapons were used In 

19 percent of the homicides. 

Increases in population between 1960 and 1972 for the following 

three age groupS raised the d~ath rate for homicide for 1972 higher 

than it would have been without these increases: 15-19 years, 

20-24 years, and 25-29 years. These three age groupS had by far 

higher death rates for homicide in 1972 than In 1962 (table C). 

Moreover these young 'persons born in the last years of World War II 
I 

and in the post-war "baby boom" years (1943"57) included 59.2 

percent of all persons arr~sted for homicide in 1972. 
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fly age, the particular section of the population most involved 

in the upturn in homicide during 1962-72, with both the greatest 

number of persons arrested for homicide and the greatest number of 

victims of homicide in 1972, were young persons--at ages 20-24 

years. This group was born in 1948-52. In 1972, 17.0 percent of 

all victims of homicide and an estimated 23.7 percent of all persons 

arrested for homicide were in this age group. There were only 

10,800,761 persons at ages 20-24 years in 1960, but by 1972, 

owing to the large birth cohort of 1948-52, the number at ages 20-24 

years had increased to 17,733,000. 

Almost as dominant a role WijS en~cted In 1972 by persons from 

the cohort born In 1943-47, who were at ages 25-29 years. Persons 

at these ages Included 14.5 percent of the victims of homicide and 

an estimated 16.9 percent of all those arrested for homicide. 

The death rate for homicide in 1972 for this group at ages 

25-29 years (172.1 deaths per 109,000) was much higher than that 

for those at ages 20-24 years. But those at ages 25-29 years included 

smaller proportions of the victims and of those arrested for homicide. 

Part of the explanation for the fact is that those at ages 25-29 

years numbered about 2,739,000 fewer persons in 1972 than did those 

at ages 20-24 years.' 

.. ~ . 
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Even more disturbing is the pattern emerging for the cohort 

born in 1953-57, the last years of the rising live birth rate in 

the United States. In 1972 these young people were at ages 15-19 

years. Already in 1972 tney Included 9.0 percent of all the victims 

and an estimated 18.5 percent of all those arrested for homicide. 

This young cohort born in 1953-57 numbered 20,110,000 in 1972--

a larger cohort by far than either of the other two critical cohorts 

born in 1948-52 or 1943-47. 

An examination of the mortality pattern for age-specific death 

rates for homicide for each year of the period 1933-72 (beginning 

with the first year that all,of the first 48 ~tates were in the death 

registration area) shows that with few exceptions for any given year 

for each of the four color-sex groups the age group 25-34 years 

has a death rate that Is consIderably higher than the death rates for 

any other age group in that year. This pattern holds both for 

years in periods when mortality 'from homicide is falling and for 

years in periods when mortality from homicide is rising. 

Peaking of the death rate for Homicide for male persons of 

races other than white is greater than that for any other color-sex 

group. To i 1'1ustrate the steep peaking pattern for these men the 
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mortality curves for age-specific rates for four calendar years, at 

10-year inte'rvals, are shown in figure 4. Two of these years are 

in a period of rising mortality from homicide (1962"1972); and 

two, in a period of falling mortality from this cause (1942 and 1952). 

It must be feared, therefore, that unless trye ongoing upturn in 

homicide Is reversed, each of the four color-se~ groups In the large 

cohort born in 1953-57 will have a higher death rate for homicide 

In 1977, when they will be at ages 20-2,4 yea rs, than they had In 

1972 at ages 15-19 years. 

Although the gr~atest ~bBolute increase in the death rate for 

homicide occurred for men of races other than white at ages 25-29 , 

years,no age group was spared in the ongoing upturn in mortality from 

homicide. 

The rise in the death rate for homicide for older people may 

be associated with the change In pattern of o/hat the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation describes as Ilmurder clrcumstance'l: 

"Felony murder is defined as those killings resulting from 
robbery, sex motive, gangland slaying and other felonious 
activities. Felony type and suspected felony type murders 
in 1972 constituted 27 percent of all murder, whereas these 
two categortes accounted for 22 percent of total murder In 
1966. 11 . 
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In 1972 the victims of felony type murder were 61 percent 

8 N and the rema ining I percent of other white, 3 percent egro, 

race or race not reported. 

The percent of murders in the family (spouse ki~ling spouse, 

parent killing child,and other family killings) decreased from 28.8 

for 1966 to 2~.l for 1970. 

The pattern of upturn in mortality from homicide beginning 

about 1962 for all cohorts Is even more pronounced for white men 

than for men -of other races (figure 5). Although the death rates 

for homicide are still considerably lower for white men than for 

men of other races, the relative increases in mortality from this 

cause during' 1962-72, as shown In figure 5, was greater for white 

men. For five cohorts of white men (A, B, C, 0, and E in figure 5) 

the death rate for homicide reached a level at older ages in 1972 

that was higher than the first peak rate reached at about age 30 years. 

Moreover, for these cohorts of white men, the relative increases 

between the first peak death rate for homicide and the rate for 

1972 are marked1y greater than the corresponding increases for the 

paral1el cohorts of men of races other than white. Consider the 
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experience of the cohort of white men who were born in 1923-27 

and were at ages 45-49 years in 1972. 

Inasmuch as th,is cohort of white men lived its first 34 

years in a period of downturn in mortality it had its first peak 

death rate at younger ages (20-24 years) than the ages at which 

the peak death rate occurs In the annual schedules of age-

specific death rates for homicide. As mentioned above, in these 

annual schedules of age-specific death rates. the highest death 

rate for homicide occurs for the age group 25-34 years. After 

reachl~g in 1947 its first peak rate of 6.5 deaths per 100,000 at 

ages 20-24 years, the death rate for homicIde for this cohort 

decl ined until sometime between 1957-62. It was during this period 

that the ongoing upturn in mortality from homicide began for the nation. 

After dropping to a low In 1957 of 5.3 deaths per 100,000 at 

ages 30-34 years, the homicide rate for this cohort turned upward: 

the rate reached 10.5 deaths per 100,000 at ages ,45-49 years 

in 1972. The relative increase between the first peak rate in 1947 

(6.5 deaths per 100,000) and the rate in 1972 (10.5 deaths per 

100,000) amounts to 66.7 percent. This is a much larger relative 

Increase than that betWeen the first peak rate and the rate in 1972 

Mortality Trends for Homicide--A. J. Klebba 

for the parallel cohort of men of races other than white. 

For them the relative increase between the first peak rate in 

1947 (108.4 deaths per 100,000) and the rate in 1972 (109.0 

deaths per 100,000) amounts to an increase of only 1.3 percent. 

Death rates by State ranged in 1972 from a low of 0.9 per 

100,000 population for North Dakota to a high of 21.2 for 

Georgia. 

For 1970 among the twenty largest cities the following five 

had the highest death rates for homicide: St. Louis, Cleveland, 

Detroit, Dallas, and Washington, D. C. For Washington, D. C. 

(the only city for which 1972 population figures are available), 

the death rate for homicide rose from 26.4 per 100,000 for 1970 

to 33.5 for 1972. 

9 
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Table..1.~ Number of vfctir.n~_~f Homicide, by age, color, and sex: United States, 1972. 

[Deaths are those assigned to category numbers E950-E978 of the Eighth Revision of the 
.~nternational Classification of O:seasas, Adapted for Use In the United States, 
adopted in 1965.]· . 

01"' •• 

~~-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Total WhIte All other 
Both Both Both 

~ 

Age in years sexes Male Female se~s· Male" Femal e· sexes . Male Female 
. 

All ages---- 19,638 15,642 3,996 8,976 6,820 2,156 10,662 8,822 1 ,840 

Under 1------ 172 92 80 102 58 44 70 34 36 
1-4 -------- 2L,6 138 Hi8 154 88 66 92 50 42 
5-9 -------- 94 44 50 58 24 34 36 20 16 

10-14 ------- 268 166 102 130 72 58 138 94 44 
15-19 ------- 1 ,762 1 ,356 406 790 554 236 972 802 170 
20-24 ------- 3,332 2,716 616 1 ,296 1 ,010 286 2,036 I ,706 330 
25-29 ------- 2,838 2,360 478 I ,162 944 218 1,676 1,416 260 
30-34 ------- 2, 19.0 1,774 416 886 710 176 1 ,304 1,064 240 
35-39 ------- 1,884 1 ,562 322 818 660 158 1,066 902 164 
40~44 ------- 1 ,798 1 ,470 328 792 622 170 I ,006 848 158 
45-49 ------- I ,484 1,200 284 696 544 152 788 656 132 
50-54 ------- I ,128 930 198 574 444 130 554 486 68 
55-59 ------- 868 698 170 496 388 108 372 310 62 
60-64 ---- .. _- 630 508 122 358 280 78 272 228 44 
65-69 ------- 334 252 82 212 l56 56 122 96 26 
70-74 ------- 256 178 78 164 108 56 92 70 22 
75-79 ------- 142 84 58 106 56 50 36 28 8 
80-84 ------- 114 56 58 96 48 48 18 8 10 
85+ --------- 74 44 30 66 {+2 24 8 2 6 
Not stated--- 24 14 10 20 12 8 4 2 2 



Table B. Age-adjusted death rates for Homicide, by color and sex: United States, 
1950-72. 

~. [For 1968-72 rates are based on deaths assigned to category numbers E960-E978 of the 
Eighth Revision of the Internatioog) "lassiflcatloo of Diseases. Adapted for Use in the 
United States, adopted r; 1965; for 1950-67 rates are based on deaths assigned to 

-.. ~ategory numbers E96!-1, ~980-E985 qf the ~Ixth and Seventh Revisf?ns adopted, respectively 
In 1948 and 1955. For method of age adjustment, see appendix 2.] 

Total White All other 
Year Both Fe- Both Fe- Both Fe-

sexes Male ma~e sexes Male mate sexes Male male 

Rate per 100,000 population 

1972 10.3 16.8 4.0 5.2 8.2 2.4 46.6 83. 1 14.8 
1971 10 .. 0 16.3 4. 1 5.1 7.9 2.4 If5.9 80.8 15.5 
1970 9. 1 14.9 3.7 . 4.7 7.3 2.2 41.3 72.8 13.7 
1969 B.6 13.9 3.5 4.3 6.6 2. i 41.3 72.4 13.8 
1968 8.2 13.4 3.4 4.2 6.5 2.0 39.6 68.9 13.6 
1967 7.7 12. 1 3.5 3.9 5.9 2.0 36.9 62.7 14.0 
1966 6.7 10.4 3.,2 3.4 4.9 1.9 32.4 54.8 12.4 
1965 6.2 9.8 2.9 3r2 I 4.8 1.] 30. 1 50.7 11.7 
1964 5.7 8.9 2.7 3·0 4.3 1.7 27·9 47. I 10.6 
1963 1 5.5 8.5 2.6 2.9 4.2 1.6 26.7 44.8 10·5 
19621 5.4 8.3 2.6 2.9 4: 1 117 26.5 44.4 10·3 
1961 5.2 B.o 2.6 2~7 3.9 1.6 25.0 41.5 10.1 
1960 5.2 7.9 2.6 2.7 3.9 1.5 25·7 41.9 11.2 
1959 5.1 7.7 2.5 2.6 3.B 1.5 25.8 42.3 *10.7 
1958 4.9 7.5 2.5 2,5 , 3.6 1.4 25·3 

I 
41.6 10.5 

1957 4.9 7.6 2.4 2~4 3.5 1.4 25.9 43. I 10.3 
1956 5.0 7.6 2.4 2.4 3.5 1.3 26.5 43.2 11.3 
1955 4.8 7.5 2.3 2.4 3.5 1.3 25.7 42.6 *10.3 
15154 5.1 8.0 2.4 2.5 3.6 1.4 27·4 46.2 *10.3 
1QS3 5. 1 8.0 2.3 2.5 3.6 1.3 27.4 46.5 *10.2 
19.52 5.4 8.5 2.4 2.6 3.8 1.3 29.9 50.4 11.3 
19S1 5.0 7.8 2.4 2.5 3.6 1.4 27.5 45.3 1 J. I 
19502 5.4 8.4 2.5 2.6 3.9 1.4 29.5 49. I *11.5 -

IFigures by color exclude da~ for residents of New Jersey because this State did 
not require reRprting of the Item for these years. 

2Based on enumer,ated population adjusted for age bias in the population of races 
other than white. 

-

NOTE: Asterisk indicates age-adjusted rates where more than half of the age-specific 
rates are based on fewer than 20 deaths. 

. 
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Table C. Death rates for Homicide for three cohorts of you.ng pers~ns born 1943-47, 1948-52, and 
1953-57, by age, color, and sex: United States, flve-ye,ar Intervals 1943-72. 

• . 

Period of birth 
Age at Year of 
death death of cohort (in years) 

Under 5 1957 
5-9 1962 

1953-1957 10-14 '1967 
15-19 1972 

Under 5 1952 
5-9 1957 

10-14 1962 1948-1952 
1967 15·19 

20-24 1972 

Under 5 1947 
5-9 1952 

10-14 1957 
1943-1947 15·19 1962 

20·24 1967 
25-29 1972 

;4 

- : 

Death rate per 100,000 population 

White All other 
male male 

persons persons 

0.9 2.4 
0.4 0.7 
0.5 3.8 
6.3 55.5 

1.3 2.1 
{).3 0.7 
0.5 1.8 
4.3 43.8 

13.2 152.7 

1.8 2.2 
0.3 0.9 
0.5 2.7 
2.6 27.0 
8.7 105.8 

14.3 172.1 

White 
female 
persons 

0.8 
0.5 
0.4 
2.8 

1.0 
0.3 
0.6 
1.6 
3.7 

1.6 
0.2 
0.3 
1.3 
2.9 
3.3 

All other 
female 
persons 

2.5 
O. 
1. 

11. 

8 
7 
7 

1. 
O. 
O. 
9. 

9 
4 
8 
3 
6 26. 

O. 
O. 
O. 
6. 

8 
8 
8 
3 
7 
2 

24. 
27. 
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Table D. Number and percent distribution of (I) vi~tlms of homicide, and (2) 
persons arrested for homicide, by specified age: United States, 1972. 

Age (I n yea rs) 

All ages 

Under 15 

15-29 

(15-19) 
(20-24) 
(25-29) 

30 yea rs and over 

All ages 

Under 15 

15-29 

(15-19) 
(20-24) 
(25-29) 

30 years and over 

1 

I 
1. 

Number 

Victims of homicide 

19,638 

780 

7,932 

(1,762) 
(3,332) 
(2,838) 

10,926 

2. Persons arrested for homicide' 

221 

8,907 

(2,785) 
(3,572) 
(2,550) 

5,921 

Percen t 

100.0 

4.0 

40.4 

( 9.0) 
(17.0) 
(14.5) 

55.6 

100.0 

1.5 

59.2 

(18.5) 
(23.7) 
(16.9) 

39.3 

I Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 1972, 
issued by Clarence M. Kelley, Oi rector, Washington, D.C., August 1973. 
These data are limited to' 6,195 agencies, coverIng an estimated population 
of 160,416.000 for 1972. 

Table E. Homicide rates for geographic divisions: United States, 1972 

[Rates per 100,000 population residing in specified area.] 

Area 

UNITED STATES 

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 

New England 
Middle Atlantic. 
East North Central 
West North Central 
South Atlantic 
East South 'Centrai 
West South ~entra1 
Mountain 
Pacific 

.. , 

Homicide rd.te 

1972 

9.4 

3.6 
8.8 
8.5 
4.6 

14.5 
13.0 
12.5 
7.2 
8.1 

1959-61 

4.7 

1.4 
3.0 
3.6 
2.6 
8.2 
8.3 
7.3 
4.4 
3.8 
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Table F. Number of Homicides and rates for 20 largest cities, together 
with rank of homicide rate: 1970 

Homicide rate Rank of 
Number of per 100,000 homicide 

City Population homicides population rate 

St. Louis, Mo. 622,236 248 39.9 1 
Cleveland, Ohio 750,903 259 34.5 2 
Detroit, Michigan 1,511,482 521 34.5 2 
Dallas, Texas 844,401 246 29.1 4 
Washington, D. C. 756,510 200 26.4 5 
Baltimore, Md. 905,759 234 25.8 6 
Houston, Texas 1,232,802 317 25.7 7 
Chicago, Ill. 3,366,957 834 24.8 8 
New Orleans, La. 593,471 129 21.7 9 
Philadelphia, Pa. 1,948,609 389 20.0 10 
Memphis, Tenn. 623,530 101 16.2 11 
Los Angeles, Cal. 2,816,061 426 15.1 12 
San Francisco, Cal. 715,674 106 14.8 l3 
New York, N.Y. 7,894,862 1,147 14.5 14 
Boston, Mass. 641,071 87 13.6 15 
San Antonio, Texas 654,153 85 13.0 16 
Phoenix, Arizona 581,562 64 11.0 17 
Indianapolis, Ind. 744,624 71 9.5 18 
Milwaukee, 'Vlisc. 717,099 60 8.4 19 
San Diego, Calif. 696,769 34 4.9 20 

, ' 
\ 

Table 1. .. Number of homicideR and rates, by sex. and by means of injury: United St<1tes, L900-1972. 

IRRtOR per 10,l,Il'II) popuIRtl"n. O .. th R.~IRtrAtlon Ar •• , 1900-1912, And United Stot •• 19))-1971, f'or I%a-n 
rltC'!'{ 11ro holllf!d nn de.lth~ n"utiRned to cateR-ory numbers E9hO-e918 or the E1R,hth nr.vinion of th .. · Intt'rlMt lnn.d 
C18S!i!ficatian of Ui.seaspn, Adi.tpted for Use 1n the United St.ltl'l" , .. dopted in 196~; {or lQ4q .. &7 r,lten are bdfll'd 
on deaths 8fjsigned to category numbers E964, E980-E98S of tho Sixth and Seventh ReviRionlJ adoptl'd, rC'Rllectlvcly, 
In 1948 and 1955; for 1939-48, on deaths ••• Igned to category numbers 165-168, 198 of the Fifth Revision, 
ddopted 1n 1938: for L930-38, on dedths assigned to category numberR 172 .. 175, 198 of the Fourth Revision, ddnpted 
in 1969; fur 1921-29, on deaths clssigned to ccltegory numbers 197-200. dod ptlrt of 202 of the Thtrd Reviston, 
.Jdopted i.n 1920; for 1910-20 on category numbt\rs 182 .. 184 of the Second Revision, adopted in 1909i ,Iod for 1900-
lQnq, on part of category number 176 of the l-"irst ReviBion. adopted 1n 1900. J 

~~r.t. p~r Number of homicldes, by Bex 

I \'Odt I 100,Ono Mdle Fe~le 
i popu ia t Lon 

Total 

-~--+ 

1171 i Q.4 19,618 15,b42 3,996 
1'171 9.1 18,787 14,812 3,975 
1970 8. ) 16,848 13 ,~78 3,570 
19('Q 7.7 15,471 12,166 3,311 
1968 7. ~ 14,686 11,523 3,163 
1967 0.8 13,425 10,236 ),189 

190" 5.9 11,606 8,729 2,871 

1%5 
, 

5.5 10,712 8,148 2,564 
19b4 5.1 I 9,814 7,367 2,447 
19b3 I 4.9 

I 
9,225 6,921 2, )04 

19&2 ~ 4.8 9,013 6,707 2,)06 
I qfil 4.7 8,578 6,346 2,232 

1 !.)hl) 4.7 I 8,404 6,269 2,195 
H59 4,6 8, 159 6,068 2,091 
1958 4.5 I 7,815 5,804 2,011 
1957 4.5 I 7,641 5,739 1,902 
19>6 4.6 I 7,629 5,705 1,924 

I I 
I q55 

I 
4.5 I 7,418 S,6:m 1,788 

I q54 4.8 I 7,135 5,886 1,849 
1953 4.8 ! 7,b40 5 ,~28 1,612 
1952 5.7 8,054 6,202 1,852 
1951 4.9 7,495 5,669 1,826 

1950 5.3 7,942 6,089 1,85) 
1949 5.4 8,033, 6,214 1,819 
1948 

I 

5.9 3,654 6,769 1,985 
1947 b.1 8,708 6,858 1,850 
1946 6.4 8,91) 7,012 1,901 

1945 5.7 7,547 5,969 1,578 
1941. I 5.0 6,675 5,251 1,424 
1943 

I 
5.1 6,82) 5,36) 1,4~0 

I'J42 S. f) 7,890 6,266 1,624 
1941 h.O 6,048 6,408 1,640 

1940 

I 
6.3 8, )29 6,647 1,682 

1939 6.4 8,394 6,657 1,7J7 
1938 6.8 8,799 6,935 1,864 
1937 

I 
7.6 9,811 7,731 2,080 

19)6 8.0 10,232 8,1)4 2,098 

1'135 8.) 10,587 8,554 2,033 
1934 I 9.5 13,055 9,850 2,205 
193) 9.7 12,1)4 9,874 2,250 
19)2 9.0 10,722 8,646 2,076 
19)1 9.2 10,862 8,761 2,101 

19)0 8.8 10,331 8,2)3 2,098 
1919 8,11 9,6)7 7,644 1,993 
It):?A 8.(' 9,7S0 7,889 I,S91 
1'111 H.I, R, ')11] 1,I6M 1,&2') 
II)'J/. 0," 8, JI.I) I,IIH I,hal 

; 

l't'l,) 8.1 3,4/t O 1>,811 1,1,17 
197.4 8.1 8,014 h ,408 1,606 
1923 7.8 7.557 6,096 1,461 
1922 8.0 7,381 5,996 1,385 
lIJ21 8,1 7,090 5,682 1,408 

1920 6.8 5,815 4,661 1,154 
1919 7.2 

! 
5,973 . 4,820 1,15j 

1918 6.5 5,11) 4,107 1,006 
1917 ",9 

I 
4 ,754 ),904 960 

191b 
, 

6.3 4,237 3,419 818 I 
1 

1915 

I 
5,9 3,63) 2,829 804 

1914 b.2 ),776 3,000 776 
191) 6.1 3,521 2,818 703 
1912 5.4 2,938 2,305 636 
1911 5.5 2,978 2, )85 593 

IHO 4.6 2,161 1,670 491 
1909 4.2 1,857 1,400 457 
1908 4,8 1,858 1,421 437 
1907 4.9 1,701 . 1,334 )67 
190b ).9 1,310 I,Ot3 297 

1905 1,1 46) 339 124 

1904 I I.) 283 19) 90 
190) 1.1 236 175 61 

1902 I 1.2 255 168 87 
I Qui 1.2 233 150 83 
1900 1.2 230 167 63 

: 

I 
I , , 
i 
I 

! 

-
Number of hemic ldes, by me.lns (')r injul'Y 

Assault by 
firearm and 
explosive 

.-
13,382 
12,423 
11,213 
10,174 
9,425 
8,3)2 
6,855 

6,158 
5,474 
5,126 
4,954 
4.,75) 

~ ,627 
4,457 
4,230 
4,010 

I 4,0)9 

3,807 
4,115 
4,OD 
4,244 
),898 

4,179 
4,235 
4,894 
4,922 
4,966 

4,029 
3,449 
J ,~44 
4,204 
I" -;25 

4,6>5 
4,799 
5,055 
5,701 
6,016 

6,506 
7,702 
7,863 
7,252 
7,335 

6,995 
6,362 
h ,bbH 
6,11£14 
",II Vi 

r" !loa 
'),73h 
s,42l' 
5,430 
5,178 

4,178 
4,247 
J ,475 
3,205 
2,708 

2,213 
2, )h6 
2,123 
1,175 
1,743 

1,174 
(NAl 
(NAl 
(NAl 
(NAl 

(NAl 
(HAl 
(NAl 
{llAl 
(HAl 
(HAl 

A •• dult by Injury hy 
cutting .. od Interv('ntlnn 

f--··-- ---

I 
A):ISBul( 

by llCher .. 
ml'd.nn 

---TTf----·· 
pierCing llf police 

~----~~ __ dnd exec~lI.m 

3,I9h 
3,2)7 
::,780 
2,726 
2,626 
2,467 I 2,3)0 

2,292 
2,108 
1,990 
1,978 
1,819 

1,836 
1,804 
1,765 
1,867 
1,854 

1,826 I 
1,793 I 1,837 
1,986 
1,787 

1,879 
1,869 
2,074 
1,981 
2,159 

1,837 
1,741 
1,849 
2,120 
2 ,0)4 

2,004 
2,048 
2,018 
2,192 
2,151 

2,018 
2,122 
2,065 
1,578 
1,662 

1,553 
1,539 
1,409 
1,376 
1,239 

1,130 
920 
884 
763 

I 687 

587 
632 
603 
621 
546 

48J 
511 
492 
417 
478 

289 
(NAl 
(NAl 
(NAl 
(HAl 

(HAl 
(NAl 
(llAl 
(llAl 

JOO 
412 
3]3 
354 
)50 
387 
198 

271 
278 
246 
187 
237 

l4S 
227 
229 
728 
226 

227 
244 
255 
256 
227 

282 
211 
(NAl 
(NAl 
(NAl 

(HAl 
(HAl 
(NAl 
(HAl 
(HAl 

(HA) 
(HAl 
(NAl 
(NAl 
(HAl 

(NAl 
(NAl 
(HAl 
(NAl· 
(HAl 

(HAl 
(HAl 
IHA) 
(NA) 
lilA) 

(NA) 
INA) 
(NA) 
(NAl 
(NAl 

(HA) 
(HAl 
(HA) 
(NAl 
(NAl 

(NAl 
(NAl 
(NAl 
(NA) 
(NAl 

(NAl 
(NA) 
(NAl 
(NA,l 
(NAl 

(NAl 
(HAl 
(HAl 
(HAl 

I 

I 

11 Jbl! 
1,115 
2,51l 
2,223 
l,la; 
l,239 
2,113 

1,991 
1,954 
1,'863 
1,894 
1,709 

1,75& 
l,b71 
1,591 
1,536 
1,51U 

1,558 
1,581 
1,535 
1,568 
1,583 

1,602 
1,652 
1,686 
1,805 
1,788 

1,681 
1,48> 
1,5)0 
1,51>0, 
11{IHq 

I, I> 10 
1,547 
1,726 
1,918 
2,065 

2,063 
2,2)1 
2,196 
1,892 
1,865 

[,78) 
1,13b 
1,7U1 
l,f0l7 
l,/,btl 

t ,tID} 
I, )58 
1,251 
I, )88 
1,215 

1,050 
1,094 
1,035 
1,038 

983 

698 
(NAI 
(NA) 
(HAl 
(HA) 

(HAl (HAl 
(HAl (NAl 1 

(NA) 
(NA) 
(HA) 
(NA) 
(HA) 
,NAI 



Table 2.-Death Rates for Homicide, by.Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1950-1972 

[Rates per 100,000 population in specified age-calor-sex group. For 1968-72 rates are based on deathe assigned 
to category numbers E960-E978 of the Eighth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases, Adapted 
for Use in the United States; and for 1950-67, are based on deaths assigned to category numbers E964, E980-E985 
of the Sixth and Seventh Revisions adopted, respectively, in 1948 and 1955] 

19 
19 
19 

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

ar, color, and sex 

BOTH SEXES 

72----------------
71----------------
70----------------

69----------------
68----------------
67----------------
66----------------
65----------------

64----------------
63----------------
62----------------
61----------------

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 60----------------

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

59---------------
58---------------
57---------------
56---------------
55---------------

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

54----------------
53----------------
52----------------
51----------------
501---------------

WHITE MALE 

972----------------1 
19 
1 

71----------------
970----------------

1 
1. 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

969----------------
9t8----------------
967----------------
966----------------
965----------------

964----------------
963 2---------------
9622---------------
961----------------
960----------------

959----------------
958----------------
957----------------
956----------------
955----------------

954---------------
953---------------
952---------------
951---------------
950--------·-------

Total 

9.4 
9.1 
8.3 

7.7 
7.3 
6.8 
5.9 
5.5 

5.1 
4.9 
4.8 
4.7 
4.7 

4.6 
4.5 
4.5 
4.6 
4.5 

4.8 
4.8 
5.2 
4.9 
5.3 

7.7 
7.3 
6.8 

6.0 
5.9 
5.3 
4.5 
4.4 

3.9 
3.9 
3.8 
3.6 
3.6 

3.5 
3.4 
3.2 
3.3 
3.4 

3.5 
3.5 
3.7 
3.6 
3.9 

Under 1-4 5-14 15-24 
1 year years years years 

5.2 1.8 0.9 13.5 
5.2 2.2 1.0 12.6 
4.3 1.9 0.9 11. 7 

4.3 1.6 0.7 11.0 
4.8 1.4 0.7 10.1 
6.4 1.1 0.7 9.1 
5.8 1.2 0.6 7.6 
5.5 1.1 0.6 6.8 

5.4 1.2 0.6 6.3 
5.0 1.1 0.6 5.8 
5.1 0.9 0.6 5.9 
4.6 1.0 0.5 5.7 
4.8 0.7 0.5 5.9 

3.7 0.9 0.5 5.9 
3.3 0.7 0.5 5.8 
3.1 0.6 0.4 5.8 
3.3 0.7 0.4 6.1 
3.4 0.5 0.4 5.5 

3.7 0.6 0.5 6.0 
3.1 0.7 0.5 5.9 
3.7 0.6 0.5 6.2 
4.3 0.6 0.4 5.9 
4.4 0.6 0.5 6.3 

4.1 1.5 0.6 9.5 
3.8 1.5 0.6 8.6 
2.9 1.4 0.5 7.9 

3.5 1.4 0.5 7.6 
3.9 1.0 0.5 7.5 
5.6 0.9 0.5 6.3 
5.2 0.8 0.5 5.0 
5.3 1.0 0.5 4.9 

4.6 1.1 0.6 4.4 
4.2 1.1 0 5 4.2 
4.3 0.7 0.5 3.9 
3.9 0.8 0.5 3.9 
3.8 0.6 0.4 4.4 

3.2 0.8 0.5 4.2 
2.5 0.5 0.5 4.0 
3.1 0.3 0.4 3.9 
2.5 0.6 0.5 4.0 
3.3 0.4 0.4 3.5 

3.0 0.5 0.4 3.9 
2.7 0.6 0.4 3.8 
3.7 0.7 0.5 3.9 
3.6 0.4 0.4 3.6 
4.3 0.4 0.4 3.7' 

25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85 years 
years years years years years years and over 

18.5 16.2 11.0 7.8 4.6 4.0 4.7 
18.6 15.6 10.4 7.5 5.1 4.2 4.5 
16.6 13.7 10.1 7.1 5.0 4.0 4.2 

15.9 13.4 8.7 6.5 4.7 2.9 2.9 
15.3 12.9 9.0 6.3 4.5 3.3 3.7 
14.6 12.1 8.2 5.6 4.2 3.2 3.8 
12.3 10.6 7.7 5.4 3.4 2.8 3.1 
11. 9 9.9 6.9 5.0 3.4 2.7 2.4 

10.5 9.2 6.7 4.6 2.9 2.5 3.1 
10.2 8.8 6.2 4.5 2.9 2.8 2.4 
9.9 8.6 6.3 4.5 3.1 2.6 3.4 
9.6 8.3 6.3 3.9 2.9 2.9 2.8 
9.7 8.1 6.2 4.2 2.8 2.4 2.4 

9.3 8.0 5.9 4.0 2.9 2.5 2.6 
8.7 7.4 6.3 4.0 2.9 2.6 3.3 
9.0 7.5 5.8 4.0 3.0 2.2 1.4 
9.0 7.6 5.6 4.1 2.8 2.2 2.3 
8.8 7.7 5.9 4.0 2.4 2.5 3.0 

9.1 8.2 6.5 3.5 2.8 2.7 1.9 
9.0 8.7 6.1 3.1 2.8 2.3 3.6 

10.0 9.1 6.1 3.8 3.0 2.7 2.0 
9.1 8.2 5.9 3.9. 2.7 2.4 2.1 
9.9 8.8 6.1 4.0 3.2 2.6 2.3 

13.9 13.0 9.6 8.2 6.2 4.5 8.8 
14.0 12.5 9.1 7.6 6.2 5.3 4.5 
13.0 11.0 9.0 7.7 5.6 5.1 4.4 

11. 6 10.1 7.1 6.9 5.2 4.1 3.3 
11.0 9.8 8.0 6.4 5.6 4.3 4.8 
10.4 8.8 6.9 5.7 5.0 3.8 4.3 
8.2 7.6 6.3 5.4 3.7 2.8 4.7 
7.8 7.3 6.0 5.2 3.5 3.5 3.0 

7.0 6.1 5.7 4.7 2.9 3.0 4.4 
7.3 6.4 5.1 4.4 3.4 3.1 2.9 
6.9 6.0 5.7 4.6 3.4 3.1 2.9 
6.4 5.8 5.4 4.1 3.4 2.9 2.6 
6.2 5.5 5.0 4.3 3.4 2.7 2.7 

5.5 5.4 5.1 4.3 3.4 3.0 2.1 
5.5 4.8 5.1 4.1 3.5 2.6 4.4 
5.6 4.8 4.3 4 .. 0 3.4 2.5 1.3 
5.4 4.8 4.3 4.3 3.3 2.7 2.3 
5.2 5.7 4.6 4.1 3.0 3.4 3.4 

5.4 5.7 5.1 3.6 3.1 3.3 2.5 
5.4 5.7 5.2 3.7 3.1 3.3 3.4 
5.6 5.8 5.3 4.0 3.9 3.6 3.6 
5.5 5.6 4.9 4.3 3.5 3.0 2.1 
5.4 6.4 5.5 4.4 4.1 3.5 1.8 

lBased on enumerated popUlation adjusted for age bias in the population of races other than white. 
2F,igures by color exclude data for residents of New Jersey because this State did not require reporting the item. 
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'rnble 2.-Denth Rates for Homicide. by Age. Color, and Sox: Unitod St.t •• , 1950-1972-Con. 

(Rutt'! per 100 1 000 population in speCified 8ge-color-aex group. For 1968-72 rates Are based on deathB Resigned 
til cntegory numbers E960-E978 of the Eighth Revision of the International Claaa1fication oC 01 ••••••• Adapted 
rur UR. In tho United Stat •• : and for 1950-67. are b •• ed on d •• th .... ignod to c.togory numbers E964. E980-E985 
or th(> Sixth nnd Sevpnth Revirdono adopted. reapcctively, 111 1948 and 1955] 

---- -- -. -
Yf:.10r I color, and aex Total Under 1-4 5-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85 yenrs 

1 year years years years yearB yeara years years years years and OVer 
-- -

I;((IH f'f:HAI.r: 

1972---------------- 2.3 3.3 1.2 0.6 3.2 3.3 J.2 2.6 2.0 1.7 2.7 2.5 
1971---------------_ 2.3 4.3 1.3 0.6 2.5 3.6 3.2 2.5 2.3 1.9 2.5 3.6 
1970-------------___ 2.1 2.9 1.2 0.5 2.7 3.4 3.2 2.2 2.0 1.7 2.5 1.9 

1969---------------- 2.0 3.6 1.3 0.5 2.4 3.2 ~.·6 2.3 1.8 1.8 1.6 2.4 
J 968---------------- 1.9 4.2 1.1 0.5 2.2 2.8 2.9 2.2 1.8 1.5 1.9 2.6 
J 910 7---------------- 1.9 4.7 0.9 0.5 2.2 2.8 3.2 2.3 1.5 1.5 2.3 3.2 
1966---------------- 1.8 4.7 0.9 0.4 2.0 3.0 2.4 2.3 1.9 1.6 1.8 2.1 
1965---------------- 1.6 3.6 0.8 0.4 1.8 2.5 2.3 2.0 1.6 1.1 1.3 1.3 

1964---------------- 1.6 4.0 0.9 0.4 1.6 2.7 2.4 1.9 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.9 19632.------________ 
1.5 4.1 0.9 0.4 1.4 2.3 2.2 1.9 1.4 1.3 1.7 1.8 

1962 2-----------____ 1.6 4.2 0.9 0.5 1.7 2.2 2.5 1.8 1.4 1.5 1.6 3.3 
1961---------------- 1.5 3.3 0.8 0.4 1.5 2.4 2.5 2.1 1.2 1.1 2.0 1.8 
1960---------------- 1.4 3.5 0.5 0.3 1.5 2.0 2.2 1.9 1.5 1.1 1.2 1.5 

1959---------------- 1.4 2.9 0.7 0.4 1.4 2.4 2.2 1.8 1.1 1.1 1.3 1.6 
1958---------------- 1.4 2.8 0.7 0.3 1.6 1.7 2.2 1.9 1.2 1.2 2.1 2.1 
! 9 57---------------- 1.3 2.2 0.5 0.3 1.4 1.9 2.2 1.7 1.5 0.9 1.1 1.3 
J 956---------------- 1.3 2.6 0.6 0.2 1.4 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.2 1.0 1.3 0.9 
1955---------------- 1.2 2.5 0.4 0.3 1.3 1.7 1.9 1.9 1.1 0.7 1.4 1.2 

1954---------------- 1.4 3.0 0.6 0.4 1.5 1.9 2.1 2.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.0 
1953---------------- 1.4 3.1 0.6 0.3 1.2 2.0 2.1 1.7 1.1 1.2 0.8 3.0 
1952---------------- 1.3 3.0 0.5 0.3 1.4 1.8 2.3 1.7 1.1 0.9 O.B 1.1 
1951---------------- 1.4 4.2 0.5 0.4 1.3 1.9 2.0 1.7 1.1 1.0 1.3 1.5 
1950---------------- 1.4 3.9 0.6 0.4 1.3 1.9 2.2 1.6 1.3 1.1 1.2 1.9 

ALL OTHER KALE 

1972---------------.. 70.1 12.6 4.5 3.7 97.9 160.9 139.9 99.0 64.1 31.0 17.2 3.9 
1971---------------- 67.7 12.1 6.6 3.5 99.4 159.6 130.2 91.8 57.2 32.8 25.7 20.4 
1 no---------------- 60.8 13.4 4.6 3.9 92.0 137.3 110.8 90.3 55.1 37.0 17.1 16.2 

1969---------------- 58.1 11. 5 3.7 2.7 88.0 138.4 122.9 83.5 50.1 39.9 I 9.3 8.2 
1968--------------_- 54.6 7.8 3.5 2.9 77.1 137.3 114.6 81. 8 52.7 34.3 15.9 10.9 
1967---------------- 49.6 12.4 2.0 2.4 69.6 126.5 107.5 71. 7 45.2 32.1 I 13.6 8.0 
1966---------------- 43.5 11.7 2.7 1.8 61.1 104.2 95.4 67.8 40.7 27.5 15.4 6.5 
1965---------------- 40.1 11.2 2.4 2.2 51. 8 104.1 86.5 58.7 36.7 30.7 I 16.4 12.2 

I 
i 

1964---------------- 37.4 9.8 1.9 1.3 49.6 89.6 86.9 58.1 34.6 21. 5 
! 

14.7 8.1 
19632--.. ---------~.- 35.7 9.3 1.8 1.3 45.2 87.7 81.1 54.7 I 37.5 17.9 12.6 12.1 
1962 2--------------- 35.5 10.5 1.7 1.2 48.2 85.2 76.3 56.1 36.0 21.0 I 11. 8 6.5 
1961---------------- 33.6 9.3 2.1 1.5 44.2 81.3 71.0 51. 3 29.9 21. 8 I 15.3 22.6 
1960---------------- 34.5 10.1 1.6 1.4 43.7 84.7 72.3 51.5 29.1 18.6 16.7 12. B 

I 9~9---------------- 35.0 9.7 1.5 1.1 45.3 84.2 73.4 51. 3 30.8 18.4 15.3 17.2 
19 ~R---------------- 34.9 8. J J.~ 0.·) 44.2 83.4 h8.8 54.7 31. 8 IB.l 10.8 14. B 
19~ /---------------- 16.5 ',.9 1.7 1.6 45.8 86.7 69.6 56.3 11.5 21.7 14.8 7.7 
II) ~~---------------- 37.1 6.6 0.9 1.7 48.8 88.0 73.7 49.0 10.5 lB. J 

i 
10.8 24.0 

J9t,1j-..... - ... -------. --- 36.9 6.1 1.1 1.4 45.1 89.1 67.8 53.0 35.2 16.0 8.8 16.7 
: 

),q 54---------------- 40.6 10.1 1.4 1.6 1,9.6 94.8 76.2 57.6 1 33.2 19.9 15. J 4.5 
195 J--------------- 41.3 5.6 1.1 1.~ 53.7 90.6 85.6 54.2 I 27.0 19.2 12.3 -1952---------------- 45.4 5.4 1.3 1.2 55.8 106.1 90.1 53.1 I 

32.7 19.1 lB.2 -I QS 1---------------- 1,1. 3 5.9 1.5 0.8 50.8 91.5 79.B 51.6 33.9 15.0 11.3 15.8 
19~0 1--------------- 45.5 5.9 0.9 1.8 56.5 105.6 80.4 52.8 32.3 20.9 11.9 10.7 

N.t OnlER FEMALE 

1972--- ------------- 13.4 13.6 3.8 2.0 18.5 27.7 21.3 15.1 11.0 7.3 6.4 7.3 
1971---------------- 13.9 11.6 5.7 2.2 17.9 27.1 26.6 17.2 11. 2 5.9 2.6 5.3 
J 9 70---------------- 12.3 10.2 5.8 1.9 16.3 23.3 22.6 16.1 /.8 7.1 5.1 8.9 

1969---------------- 11.7 4.5 2.7 1.0 15.8 27.4 23.8 13.9 9.8 6.0 3.3 2.5 
196 B---------------- 11.6 8.0 2.9 1.3 16.1 26.2 23.6 13.3 8.5 5. a 4.2 2.8 
1967---------------- 11.9 12.3 2.5 1.1 16.0 27.1 23.0 15.2 9 6.8 1.2 4.5 
1966---------------- 10.6 7.6 2.9 1.3 12.6 24.7 22.1 13.3 . , 1.9 7.5 1.7 
1965---------------- 10.0 10.4 2.4 1.0 11.6 24.0 21. 3 12.5 7.0 3.3 3.5 3.7 

1964---------------- 9.2 12.4 2.4 1.4 11.1 20.5 19.4 10.5 6.8 4.2 0.9 4.1 
19612--------------- 9.1 8.5 1.9 1.3 10.9 20.4 19.6 10.5 5.5 6.1 3.5 -1962 2--------------- 8.9 8.4 1.3 D.B 11.0 21. 2 20.0 8.5 5.9 3.3 4.2 7. I 
1961---------------- 8.9 10.0 2.1 O.B 10.6 20.4 19.1 9.5 .~. 6 2.6 4.3 2.4 1960---------------- 9.9 13.0 1.7 1.0 11.3 22 .9 19.6 12.3 6.6 3.1 3.0 2.5 

1959---------------- 9.4 4.6 1.2 0.7 12.4 22.9 19.2 9.2 6.0 1.9 2.5 7.7 1958---------------- 9.3 6.6 III 0.8 12.5 20.5 17.7 12.4 5.3 3.8 1.3 -1957---------------- 9.2 6.3 1.5 0.5 12.0 21. 1 17.4 11.0 4.9 4.1 2.1 -1956---------------- 10.3 8.4 1.6 0.6 11.0 23.1 19.0 11.1 7.6 4.9 1.4 2. B 1955---------------- 9.5 6.8 1.2 0.6 12.3 21.5 17.2 10.2 6.0 2.5 3.8 11.8 

1954---------------- 9.5 5.6 0.9 0.7 12.6 20.8 16.4 12.5 2.5 4.7 7.9 6.3 
195 J---------------- 9.6 1.8 1.0 0.8 12.2 21.6 17.2 9.7 5.6 3.5 2.5 16.1 1952---------------- 10.8 1.1 0.6 0.7 13.2 25.2 19.4 10.4 4.9 3.4 4.3 -
~ ~ ~~i::::::::::::::: 10.7 ;'.2 1.2 0.7 15.3 24.3 16.6 10.4 4.5 2.6 4.5 -11.2 6.4 1.5 1.2 15.8 25.8 17.7 8.7 3.2 3.9 3.9 3.8 

Jlased on emmerated population adjusted for age bias in the population of races other than white. 
2Yjgures by color exclude data for residents of N~ JerlJey becauae this State did not require reporting the item. 
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Table 3. Death rates for Homicide among male persons, by birth cohort, color, and age at death: United States. 1932-1972. 
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1938-42 

1933-37 

1928-32 

Under 5 
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
)0-34 

Under 5 
5-9 

10- )I, 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 

Undo r 5 
5-9 

10-1 /, 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
"0-41, 

UndC!r ~ 
5-9 

lO-II, 
IS-I, 
20-74 
25-29 
30-3/' 
35-39 
40-1,4 
45-49 

1942 
1947 
1952 
1957 
1962 
1967 
1972 

1937 
1942 
1947 
1952 
\957 
b62 
1967 
1972 

1932 
1937 
1942 
1947 
1952 
1957 
1962 
1961 
1972 

1927 
1932 
1937 
191,2 
194; 
195, 
1957 
1962 
1967 
1972 

1.4 
0.4 
0.6 
2·3 
5.5 

10·7 
13.4 

1.9 
0·3 
0.5 
2.4 
5.7 
6.6 

10.1 
13.8 

~. 0 
r.6 
0.4 
2.2 
5.4 
6.0 
7.1 
9. I 

12.,3 

0.7 
0.7 
7.. I 
6.5 
6.2 
S.3 
6.3 
8.4 

10.$ 

2.4 
1'5 
1.5 

26.9 
76.5 

127·9 
148.2 

1.6 
1.5 
3.5 

34.7 
69.0 
83.3 

125.0 
143.9 

3.1 
1.2 
3.3 

34.8 
80.5 
86.6 
87. I 

11?5 
135.9 

0.6 
I~. 2 

3$.8 
108.4 
107.6 
86.9 
79.1 
99·7 

109.0 

1911)-22 

19\3-1917 

1908-1912 

Uncle r 5 
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
20-2/ 
2S-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-~1, 

"5-1,9 
50-:;'1 

Under 5 
5-9 

\0-14 
15-19 
20-2.4 
25-29 
)0-)/, 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 

Under 5 
. 5-3 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
£5-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-4 1, 
4S-it:! 
50-5 /, 
55-59 
fiO-64 

1922 
1927 
1932 
1937 
1942 
1947 
1952 
1957 
1961 
1967 
1~7:~ 

1917 
1922 
1927 
1932 
1937 
1942 
1947 
1952 
1957 
1962 
1967 
1977. 

19 12 
1917 
1922 
1927 
1932 
1937 
1942 
191,7 
1952 
1957 
1962 
1~67 
1972 

0.7 
3.3 
5.6 
7. 1, 
5.1 
5.0 
5.6 
7.0' 
S.U 

5.0 
6.8 
6.4 
7.4 
5.8 
4.6 
S.7 
6.8 
8.8 

12.8 
10.9 
6.9 
7." 
5 9 
4.5 
5.7 
6.2 
7.1, 

3. ! 
4/'.0 

101.:· 
1, /,.'1 
101, .'; 
]2. i 
73.i 
82 .. ~ 
ee.o 

~5.0 
128.1 
120·3 
106.6 
99. I 
66.7 
58.8 
59·7 
71.3 

121.7 
lb6.1 
124. G 
99 ): 
n~.O 
('). !J 
t.j. I 
53.2 
~l 

----~----~--~~------L--------JL---__ L_ ____ ~ __ ~L ______ _L __ 

-----
NOTE: Death rates for years prior to 1932 are not shown beGaus" of the break In continuity of homiCide rates reSUlting 

from the rapidly expanding group of States In the "Death Reg!stratlon Area." 

) 
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h· U It d Stlt .. S-y .. r Intorval, during 1932-72. h\ th ohort and aqe at deat. n e I 
T.1bl ••. Death rat.' for ~omlclde. by color. '.x. r C • d cumbers E960-E978 of the Eighth 

u F r 1968-72 rltos or. basod on d.ath, ... Igoo to c'le~;~r967 cat. ory n~trb.r. E96". 
{Rat .. per 100,000 popUlation In .pecifled a~.;co:or-.ex g~~/;ed ~or U •• In tho Unltod Stato,_ .d<;>~t.d In 1965;.:,or, ~65-168 ~f the9 Flfth Rovlslon. 
Revision of the International CI.s,fflc.tlon 0 05 ••• 5 tl • ~ In 1948 and 1955; for 1939-19 •. Cltegory nu er 
E O"E9 5 a the S xth and Seventh Rev sions f adO~~~~5 ~~s~~~ F~!Jrth Itevlslon, Idop.Ud In 1929,.) 
adopted In 1938; f •• 1930-38, "I.,.ry oullll>o,. 17 _ . 

Color. ~el't. 

(7~ ~~:rs)_ 
it'll,] I 

11-19---
10-14· --
25-1~'" 
)0'31,. --
15-)9--­
I,O-'jlf··· 
45-.9---
50-54---
55-59---
60-6'---
65-69---
70·)4---
75-79---
80-8.---

,"hi te Haole 

15'19--­
;0-24---
25-19--­
)0-)4---
35-39--­
",O·/.j4·--
45-49---
50-54---
55-59---
6,-64---
6,-69---
70·)4---
15-79--­
RO-B4---

All Other 
Hale 

'5-'9'--ZO-Z4 __ _ 

25-29---
30-34---
35-39---
40-4.---
45-49---
50-54---
55-59---
60-64---
65-69---
70-74---
75-79---
80-84---

Whi te 
Fema Ie 

15-19---
20-2'---
25-29---
30- 3'--­
)5-19--­
"0-"4---
45-'9---
50-54---
55-59---
60-64---
65-69---
70-74---
75-79---
80-84---

~II 
Other 
F'emal e 

15-19--­
ZO-/4---
25-29---
30-3"'--
35-39--­
'0-"4---
45-49---
50-54---
55-59---
60-64---
65-69---
70-14---
75-79---
80-M---

1953- 19.8-
1937 1952 

8.8 6. I 
18.8 

6.3 4.3 
13.2 

19 43-11938-
19.7 1942 

2.6 2.3 
8.7 5.5 

1'.3 10.7 
13_" 

55.5 43.8 27.0 26.9 

2.8 

11.7 

152.7 105.8 76.5 

1.6 
3.7 

9. 
26.1 

1]2.1 127.9 

I 
i 

..,I 
2.91 3.3 

I 

6.31 
2".7 
27. 2

1 

I 

1"8.2 

1.3 2.2 
2.9 
3.3 

6.9 
16.~ 
27.6 
za.3 

4.2 
8.2 
9. B 

14.2 
17 .0 

2.4 
5.7 
6.6 

10.1 
13.8 

3".7 
69.0 
83.J 

125.0 
143.9 

1.1 
1.5 
2.1 
2.7 
3.2 

9. 
17.6 
22. I 
26.1 
%1. 

4.0 
8.2 
9.2 
9.9 

13.0 
15.4 

2J 
5.4 
6.0 
7. I 
9.1 

12.3 

3 •. 8 
80.5 
86.6 
87.1 

115.5 
135.9 

0.9 
1.6 
2.0 
2.2 
).2 
3.2 

10.1 
17.2 
20.3 
20.3 
13.~ 
21.2 

4.5 
10.7 
10.5 
8.9 
9.1 

11.4 
12·3 

2·7 
6.5 
6.2 
5.3 
6.3 
8." 

10.5 

35.8 
108.4 
107.6 
86.9 
79·1 
99·7 

109.0 

0·9 
1.7 
1.9 
1.8 
2·5 
),) 
2.8 

191B- 191)- 1908- 1903- 1898- 1893- \ 1888- 18~~- 1878- 18~~- 1~~8-
1922 1917 13.12 1S07 tl02 18q7 1892 188, 18B. 18V 18,2 

5.5 
9.9 

11.7 
9.4 
7.9 
8.1 
9.0 
9.7 

6.3 
I J.9 
II.G 
10.7 
9.9 
7,0 
6.5 

1:1 

3.3 5.0 

15. ) 
\5.7 
11.3 
10.6 
8.3 
6.4 
6.1 
6.2 
7.0 

5.6 8.8
1 

12.8 
7." 6.4 10.9 

IB.1 
I J.5 
10.3 

8.9 
6.4 
5.2 
4.8 
4.9 
4.S 

16.2 

17 .2 
13.4 
8.0 
7-4 
5.8 
4.7 
4.2 
4.5 
4.6 

5.1 7." 6.9 10.4 16 .• 
5.0 5.8 7.7 7.2 10.9 
5.6 ".6 5.9 7.8 6.3 
7.0 5.7 4.5 5.5 6.2 
8.8 6.8 5.7 4. I 5.0 

"4.0 
101.9 
\14.9 
104.5 
72.1 
73.2 
82.3 
88.0 j 

2.0 
1.5 
1.7 
1.8 
2.0 
2.5 
2.9 
2.~ 

14.0 
28.7 
29.0 
22.7 
20.9 
17.8 
16.9 
10.8 

8.8 6.2 1,.9 4.8 
7." 5. t 4.~ 

5.3 5.3 

45.0 
128.1 121.7 
120.3 146.1 145.9 
106.6 124.81121.2 
99.1, 99.8 105.0 
66.7 80.0 74.9 
58,8 63.91 58.6 
59.7 53.1 47.9 
71.3 5).2\ )].1 

I
· 56•4 " 35.5 29.a 

1.91 3.2 3.4 
1,6 3.2 
2.2 1.9 
2,5 2.2 
2.3 2.0 
1.9 I. 8 
2.1, I.B 
2.3 1.5 

1.8 

14.2 
33.91 
26.2 
23.9 : 
22.3· 
13.6 ' 
8.51 

13.3 
12X 

1 

j 

J2.4 
32.b 
27.4 
19.1 
16. I 
14.8 
8.5 
9.1 
9.4 

3.7 
3· I 
2.1 
1.9 
1.4 
1.6 
\.6 
1.4 
1.5 

35. S 
27.3 
13.9 
17.0 
11.3 
b.7 
4.2 
9.4 
6.6 

S.! 

136.1 
11 e.9 
76.9 
62.9 
46.8 
35.5 
34.5 
35·5 
32·9 

3.2 
3.\ 
1.8 
2.3 

~:?l\ 1.2 
I.) 
1.9 

36.6 
19.1 
13.7 
12·7 
9.4 
5.8 
8.2 
5.8 
8.5 

16.1 
\0.2 12.2 
6.9 9.2 11.3 

7.2 
".5 
3.9 
).0 
2.6 
2.5 
2.9 

5.9 5.5 
4.2 5.0 
3.2 3.3 
3.5 I 3.2 
3.9 2.5 
).6 J.~ 

16.2 
9.6 
6.6 
5.8 
4.1 
3.1 
3.9 
4.5 
3.9 

126.4 
Ill. 6 
61.4 
51.3 
36.5 
26.0 
27.4 
27.2 
21.2 

3.3 
1.9 
1.5 
1.5 
1.2 
i .6 
1.3 
1.7 
2.3 

22.1 
14.1 
9.8 
i.1 
6.6 
3.7 
4.2 
7.9 
4.7 

4.6 

13.0 
9.4 13.1 
5.5 8.7 
5.9 5.6 
).8 5.1 
3.7 3. 9 
2.7 3. I 
4.0 j.b 
5.7 3.6 

97· 7 
73.6 
50.2 
35.5 
27.5 
26.1 
12.6 
16.8 
10.4 

2.9 
2.2 
1.3 
1.2 
1.0 
0.6 
1.8 
2.3 
3.3 

10.6 
10.4 
5.4 
7.9 
2.7 
4.4 
2.0 
1.3 
9·0 

80.3 
49.5 
32.3 
21.2 
20.5 
20.1 
14.5 

8.1 

2.) 
1.2 
1.0 
1.1 
0.7 
1.0 
1.5 
2.3 

8.S 
8.4 
4.0 
5.3 
2.6 
3.7 
z.5 
1.1 

8.5 
6.3 
).9 

3.9 
3.0 
2.1 
2.7 

II. I 

8.8 
5.1 
3.3 
2.6 
2.6 
2·3 

8.0 11.9 
5.3 6.9 
5.5 4,6 
3.9 3.2 
2.3 3·7 
3.2 2.7 

i 

44.8 t 
~U jj:~ 
20.1 1&.7 
16.8 18.2 
iI,.3 19.7 
6.8 15.9 

1.9 
1.5 

::~ I' 1.2 
1.0 

1.8 I 

7,9 
5, I 
2.9 
2.5 
4.6 
}.2 
].5 

2.2 
\!l.g 
1.1 
1.0 
0.8 
1.4 

12.0 
".5 
2·3 
2.8 
1.4 

7.5 
5.() 
2.6 
2.9 
2.7 

9.3 
6.8 
3.4 
4.4 
3.4 

50.4 
15.0 
14.9 
13.6 
15.4 

2.5 I.' 
0.9 
0.8 
0.9 

J.6 
5.8 
3.4 
3.4 
8.5 

72 th d flguro for 1967~ tho third flgur •• 'or 1962. etc. NOTt, lhe nnt fl9Urt In uch row. moylng 'rom I.ft to right, 10 the death rlto for 19 • a .. eon , 






