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r'::i1e numbel' of prisoners in the :'Tetherlands (both persons 

rem?cl1c1ed in C Llstody and tllose serv~_nr; S9:1tences) has bee:!.". c:e-

pheno:-.v:>non has attracted '/!orldv:ide attention an~i 

prO!:lpted nU~1erOU2 forei:;l1 au thor~ ties to v~5i t thio countr'Y 

to find o:::tt ho;,' r.;uch a :':L,.iracle is brOUt;:lt about. 

?'Qr a. 5:18.11 country ltri til only 19 -orisons (~d th capacities 

ranging frOD al)out 20 to 2. maXhmT!l of 150), 23 l10uses of 

detent,ion Cili.th capac.ities ra.nsing.froI;l 115 to a 'llaximur.1 of 170), 

1 psychiatric observation clinic, 2 selection centres end 

7 ,state Institutions for Crj,minal Psychopaths , it it; not abr2_Ys 

easy to receive all the visitors properly without greatly up­

setting the routine in the institutions. 

The ai~ of this article is to tell the reader more about 

Dutch penitentiaries and help hi~ to understand the system. 

Develop~8nts in the psychiatric institutions are not dealt with 

1'11 ~h~s ar·Ll·c~..Lg hpCRUS P L~e QLRte ..L-l,~t~LuL~O"C fo~ ~~i~1~'1al -V __ -1...._ \.1_ "' .. , .... .:. ~ 1_ G.;.J. ,)lJ_ ... ~ ..J-U u_ ... ,I.,,) . ,.1_ VJ.._.t' "".: ... 

Psychopaths C038 u~der the competence of the Psychiatric 

Treatnent and Prob:ltion ard A.fter-Care J~.2ar'tment;) H11ic11 

functions as a separate unit the Prison Directo:'2.te .. 

Su~fice it to state tha{ the total nunber of patients in these 

institutions has also fallen not:p.e..?bly, viz. from 350 daily at 

the end of 1965 to about 400 dail~T at the end of 1973. 

Prison popUlation figures in the netherlands in tl1e past 

ten years show so~e fluctuations up to 1967 and a steady decrease 

since then. In 1965 the c.veraze fiGure \\jas'3, 400' persons a day 1 
,-

in,1973 it vIas only a.pprox.ir:lately 2)650 (including about 30 

women). This means that, with a population of 13i nillion, there 

are 19 or 20 prisoners 8. day· per 100~ 000 inhaoi tants. 

I 

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.
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<.TUdGin:.:; 0Y t~e corresponding; statisti.cs of othel" 
for tn~~ year 1969., b.hi,s-9~opol~ti~n is much) lovIer.:' than 

the countries 6urrounji.ng th~ j:etberlands( see Tables' 

countl~ies 

those in 

tan<::.1 2}; 

On the ot'h.er b,and ," althOUGh the average daily 'population lIa.S 

", 'i d,~creased, the nU-:llber ofpri,sonerS per yea:i: has l}een incrc,:asine;' 

steadily. In 1958 t!lere. 1:;er'e_ abQ~~t. 17, 000 prisoners in .the 
.0.0#. • 

penitentiary estahlishnents) io 1971 there were 23)000. 

The only possible conclusion ~s that. the length of 

sentences decreased in~~~at period. It sl10uldbe noted 
that~ as far ~s the cri~es kno@to the police. in that period 
in the Uetherlands are concerned, crime irtdJ.l.7~ased both absolutely 

and relatively. Yet t~e total nlrnber o(prisoners serving 
sentences dropped slightly in 1970, returning to the 1966 level, 

viz 235 sentences per 100,000 inhabitants. 

Short sentences 

rrhe chanses in the penalties imposed have a narked effect 

, ! number 

on the various factors that cause the decrease in the average ' 

daily population of. the prisons. Tllenumber of per'sons sentenced 

to ilYlprisonm~nt under criminal 1<3.1-; is relatively diminished viz. the 

f f · which, . d m t .. o -lYleS /:12.Ve DeeD lmpose .J.-be number seh enced to lnprJ_Sonr.1ent 
- i 

'-under the Road Traffic Act} on the otber hand, has clearly 
increased in the same period (the membei~- of the Judiciary 

probably do not regard fines as effective enough). Since quite 
a large number of sentences fall into the ;tast--mentioned categors 

the ratio of the total number of prison sentences to fines has 

hardly fal~en at all (see Table 3). 
The percentage at: entirely suspended sentences sca.:r,:cely" 

rose in the 'period 1963~1970 (it is still about 13%). *' 
Nor did that of the partly suspended gentences (about 31% of' 

the total. nUTIlber of pr'ison sel1~ences) rise. It is becoY:ling 
clear that the remaining factor) th~ duration of~he sentences 

;j 

imposed, must p·lay ap h:lportantrole. Statistics show' that 

whereas in 1963 sentences of less'than 6 months constituted 
80% of the total number of uncohditional prison sentences, 

• priminal Statistics 1970. 
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t1ey 2_ccounted 

. of less t~1cvn 1 

for 90/r in 197 O. . In the !"lame ?erj/o:1 sente:tc.es. 

month showed aD even steeper. inc1"e938 (8'38 ':':e1Jle"~ 
" 

Fh~1 shorter &~ntence8? 

Tbere a.re a number of ;1:'e3.sons for ~_.:n:"osing sbort prison 

sentenoes) viz~! 
,-' ' .. ' ':"' .. ." 

C~i~inolo-ical research -:-:;..' ...... ;;!--- .... -~ ............... ............... --_ .... _ .. ,.. 

The re$ults of research undertaken by tt;e varJ.ous 
.. . 1· L't~' ~n ~iJl_·~C.~ universities ~ave clearly cr1~lnologlca lnSul uves s· 'w_" . 

demonstrated t:le depersonalisinc and sti'::;""1$,t;;inG consequences 
of long imprisonment and its ineffectualness. The ressEl.rch 

l1EU3 made soce'.itlpJ:essiol1 on the presf> J pu~lic op:tnion an~ t'1e 

Judiciary. 
, ,;: 

After-Care ---- ---_ .... _.-
• '.p' cp_.I~vice. ~~out 70~aftar-There js a very ectlve a_~er-care ~ 

. d 1':'01" +-'.<1.P_ C 01Ur-t to! an ever-:i.0.c::"easin::; mJ.:lJ':le'.r -care off~cerB .raw up. w· ~ ~ -

of infor~ative r~ports avery year (~r9rox, 14,OOD in 1972). . 
- , 11 1" '" ;nr.oor"":::.~-ion In these they not only give the cour\js 8.- .anos OJ. ... .t "'." u 

on the offenders' social and cultural background but, as the 
v,r:lole not V8X'y ;;1Uc~::..n favour· 0.-:: imposin2; . courts 2.re on the 

prison sentences) they increasin3;ly 
~ . 

l- ,.. • tr .,...J_.,.....,~ .. ,....4-
01.1 l,,-Oi -pr~son - eo.,-,_,~I~llu. 

The court can of course i~nore the reco[1Jjendations, but 
, 

in point of fact after-care is having en 

-
The eXDedi~ncy Rr~n£!E!~ -----_ ....... _ ........ - .... _ ... - .. -~ --

. " 1 ·_~,·eatu.·l'P of ~~e Dutch Code 6f Crininal This lS an ~ssenc~a . - V.d 

- t . D l-~cnl- ~~p P:cocecJure. It gives the Public Prosecu'ors . epar V
.:

4
" u u>L~ 

authority to abstain fromcri~inal prosecution, !S a result~ 
. ( . t'0e ~.-~1·11jster or ... Justice ), to w11icl1 the' the executlve 1.8. u 1 - -

t l- l'S" ultJ·_m~,"+el.~'/ resD.onsible, can Public Prosecutors T Depar men/., <,u -

~'o bea~_' on the ~eneral prosecution policy. bring its influence w. ~ 

*·Pro:essor Rijksen: 
". 1" ":"1enins~n van gedetlneerc en 

" .. --,~ "" 

( 
. . . PrJ,soners' 
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S;:l,OU a slc)':r but ste3.d~r increase in the nUr.10er of: 
C8sr;'G set aside. 

Of the il.13;413 cases tha,t cane to tl~e notice of the 
~ol'J'cp ~~ '1~<~ '5°~ (79.7~9) ~' ..' . _ J.. J . .L _ ~ r; .J J '..J I~ ... -' ,...' Vier'c cleared up} compa.red "lith 

41 ~ (Aon ~111) p~. ~ 2~~ 73? 1'n AJ.Q_.7' O. I' "J. ,./)c'''t o~. ".1,,- _O?" _ Of every 100,000 

inl1.abitants bet~':een the ~\?;es of 12 and 79 3 332 were sentenced 
_ ,. ~._ 4 ~ ... 

for criminal offences in 1953 and in 219 cases it was decided ,. 
not to proaec~te. In 1970 the retia was nearly fifty-fifty 

- 305 were sentenced and 309 set" aside (see ~able 5). T~e 

tendency is to abstain "froT;} prosecuting vihenever possible, 

especially in cases involving juveniles. 

It is very im~ortant that there be sound links between 
the Qentral prison administration departnent and the JUdiciary. 

Once a year ~emberB of the Judiciary are eiven the opp00tunitj 

of visiting the penitentiary establishnents. 
The exchange of inforr:1.ation on tl~e nSi-'J. ''lays of iPlplementtng 

short prison sentences has cer_tainlY conditioned the Ju.cliciary! s 
]

0 • d ° ° J • • J.... po _lCy 1n a-rn1nlscer1ng JUS01ce. 

Specialist officers of the Prison Administration Department 

.' (the' area consultants) are making increasing use of the 

possibility of infor~ing the Public Pro~~cutor's Depart~ent of 

the various \'Jays in v1hich pU:1ishnent miGht be meted out to a 
certain accused 'person. 

Societv ---,.; "-'--"'-

The real answer to' the question about the decreasing 

number of prisoners and the short sentences·is hidden behind 

tbese reasons) since the Prisons Department and the regimens 
in the prisons are clearly relC'.l.ted to the society of 1;Jhic,11 they 

" . . form part. ~he present trend towards a more perr:n.ssl va and. 
tolerant society and the consec:.uent removal from the crirae list 
of certain forms of deviant behaviour are reflected in 

prosecution,;;" 

, 
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prosecution ?olicy and tbs prlson sentences. 

the ani of the chain is highly depend~nt on the ~e~~.nn:i.l:Z ~ 
i. e. society itself, and is therefore of cGrllparati vely little 

value to quite differently orsanised societies ahroad. 

,(\s the nW":lber- of penitentiary establir.:l1.Y:1ents remr-llr:ed 

unal tered wh:~le the nU~T.ber of prisoners decreasptJ., several of 

the~ were un~eroccu~ied at the bssinninz of 1972. 0fficially 

there v:as acco:'1t:10c.ation for 4 ~ 206, bU,t the :12,ily ~o)ulation 
alilounted to only 2,900) so there ~'ras a sur:;>lus C2.98.oi ty of 

30%. 
~he reason for the underoccupation tlas that, thou:~ there, 

'·vas ?~ dis tinct increase in the 8.nn:.1.21 nU::l1:)·;n'" of persons detai:led ~ 

the shortness of the sentences was Maki~s itself fslt. 
1:.-1 1965 the aver6.:;e G.Pj'ly pop:).latio!l ,:2.5 about 3., IfO n , ;-lOre . 

than 2 "on 0.1:' --'-Or:l -1""'>"" .; '" nO"!'" c.~ 0.1:' d"".L..or.L.-i "11 ',r11PI"'P8 ~ -: ''1 :; .,.J \ v .;.. ,tJ .~ 1 ~: ~~ c; "'..... .. ~ ~ .1 _1.. "- ~ 0- t= .. ) ~ ..... .- 1I ...... _ ! lJ -..,' ,J ...... _ ..... ~ ~~ J.._ 

1972 the figures were 2,900 and 2,000. bnder the pre~ent system, 

--in which the avera;e ·time ~pent on remand in custody is about 

3 1:lOnth8} this }~leanS t~!a.t as a rule pris-onsrs spend ll:Op'c 0:' their 

time unsentenced in custody in ~ouses of detention. 

Althoug~ formally the la~ ~rovides for release on bail, 

this facility is seldon made use of. 

Il1 fa.ct it '/-.ras particularly ~_r\~h(S prisons that underoccupa-
.' 

tion Dade its21f most stron.31y felt. 

Overstaffin'7 .0 __ ' __ • ___ __ _ \:~ 

In the period in which th~ ave~age daily po~ulation of 

the prisons dropped by 500, th~ staffing of the 
/. . ; 

penltentlary 
<, 

establishments .increased by a:'Oll.t 700 to 3,200, at which fiSU17e 

it has remained since the end Of 1971. 

In 

,;' J _ ,1 
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+n v; ~." b.f.' the Aforsl'lsntione:i deve16;>~,;,ents, f:nJ alf30 for 

budS6t2.ry reasons) the only lJ:2Y 'co B.CllieV0,a certain sta1)i.lity 

was by rejucip~ the number of penitentiary establishmetts and 
tre,nsferrin;; the staf:.:' of the closed institutions to ot11er 

est3.o1ishr:!.arrts ~\'hich, Oiltj.ng to the genera.l ban on engagin,s sta:'f, 
Tlr""re ; n e\TOy> """".::la~er n 0;:' Q' 'l:.\,.;" ...... ......_ ~ __ ,....,..... ..... ...... of extra workers. 

_ .... ~. 4 1.' 

Aims of restructurin~ 
...-.0; ~ .... "'''' .... _"''' _ ........ _ _ , ...... _ ...... ~_ ...... "" ,_ ..... 0 

ff ~< 

~h9principles underlyinG the restructuring of th~ brison 

system i'Thich took place in 1972 and continued into 1973. 
were: .. 

1. that the houses of detention, ~hich have very :'ew treat~ent 
facilities, should be reserved as ,~ar as possible for those 

remanded in custody; 

2. that the 3reatest care should be devoted to the treatnent 

prisoners serving lon~ sentences; a great diversity of 

alternatives Dust be created for them; 

-J:> 
0.1. 

3. that offenders '\I,rho acquiesce in i1:1prisonment need little or 

no security and can serve their sentences under fairly normal 

conditions~ affordin~ them the best opportun~ties of 

preparing for their return to society; 

4. that offenders should he told of the~ariou5 types of 

peni tentiary establishment available a,nd should be allor'Jed 

p6ssible to voice their opinion as to how and where they 

should serve their sentences; 

5. that the staff of a penitentiary establishr.ient should be 

quite cle8.r as to the establishment's na.ture and purpose if 

their work is to be effective; 

" ~ l.L 

6. that if the members of the Judiciary ere also fully informed 

as to the functions of the various penitentiary institutions; 

they will find it easier to deci~e what sentences to impose. 

."--"-' -",-.~~ ... ~ .,...."_ .. ·-..-........,--·fr '.\ 
,iI t 

I 

1 
! 

"I 

I 
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;-;e-;': structure --- - ..... -- --~.., ...... _-

Without soin~ into the closins of institutions and the 

otl'!.er chanr;es that have taken place, the ne1'[ sys ten nO~'1 operatins 

is roughly as deecrihed below. 

1. AccordinG to ~aw, there ~U9t be houses of detent~on in all or 

the 19 districts to accommodate persons re~anded in custody. 

Juveniles (fron lS to 23 ~'33.rS ,of eGe) r.lust 1';i1ere possible 

be ke9t separate from adults~ 
A feN places have separa tel:ouse s of ',~letention for juveniles - ( 

and adults,f.e.omof the tWJ houses of d~tention in The F8.gueih-

is intended entirely for juveniles and is experimental. 

It provides various 

to benefit by it. 

kinds of g1"ou:) ~~ainin~ for those 
. ,. 

':i~ t" 'nnr; 

~hen judsernent heS becone final and the period of actual 

imprisonment is at least one mont 1) (in flWst cases), the 

offender lS transferred to a prison. Jt is for a man, .once he 

is sentenced, better to be kept in a prison (even if this is at some 

distance from his home town, the Netherlands being a small country) 

than to have him in a crowded local house of &etention with the 

limited opportunities it offers of carrying out side by side the 

re~imens of persons already sentenced and of those awaiting trial'. 

Four of 'ciTe smallest houses of, detention t:na'c "I")1"e 

COl:lp?ra..tively underoccupis:.l l:ave been 'curnee'. ~nto dayti".e 
• " , J ni"l'on m'~"""T x.,o,...-Rl·rl ope'11 o'J'I .. ly dLJ."_'''.~.·"np.: d.0..vtir->e I1ousel'3 0'£ ueee _" . ~i~<:;.\ ~'''. ~ ~ 

working hour~ for persons awaiting trial whom t~e court) the 

la;;·:yer or the afte1"··ca1"·e o:::'f'icers req,nire' to be brou3~t over 

for certa.5.n I)Urposes from the nearby house of detEmtion 

vThere they a.re being held. / 

2.-
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2 Of .... d ""th'o· p.e sentences are 1)end~~l1rj· and who'lvlve not' beeh .. . .'. en er,c; v. J_ ~ __ 

reman~~d in custody are at liberty from the t~,e they ,are 

scntenc0 rJ. u_ntiil t~1e~r arG SUfl:"!10ned to S9rve their sent.ence) 

which:i.s lt8ually 8, short one) ab'ou 1"; 75;-:' being shortel"' than 
,!, 

1 r;~onth, ~ 

~hese zsnterices are carried out in sGni-open institutions 
(one for C'd\)~l t nen ar:d t:-1O for·.j ltven:Lles), since those ~ .. )'110 

respond to the slir'!,;'lons to l"eport at a certain place to l..mde.r30~ 

their punish~ent can be expected to accept derrivation or ~ 

':':'hose. ~'JhO- II 
do not responc: to the sun:rnons a>::'e transferred \;0 houses of 
their liberty and ne~ct little or no 8uar¢ins. 

detention to un':1erso their punishment. The sys:;ern proved 
fairly f)Uccessful in\the fir;c)t f'ei'! 1'10nt115 of 1973. Provisional 

figures indicate that 73% of the prisoners responded to the 
$$ 

summons. 

'1 'C) 
1" • ,;..J • S· 1070 i "~('lJ'nC" 14 da"R can, at the lnce ..J J sen ~ences EO~ e"{cel~" . '-' ' .J '. 

J , ..... h offender's requesc ana Wl~. the approval of the Pu~lic 

Prosecutors! Department, be carried out in the form of 
lIvJeelcsnd ey,:::;cution::; tbey are served in the houses of 

detention only during the wee~ends (or on certain days 

0 '" '-"1C> \,1(:> e"· ) .L V 1 \.,.,00' ., ...... ., ... " 

$ Jrom 'Prison Statistics'. 

$* Prison Ad:'linistration fi[ures. Those coverin;}; the first 7. 

months i~1dicate that 17% of the 3,409 persons 8uTI1'TIoned in 
that period were unable to respond to the surn~onB for various 

reasons (e'. g. beca.use a petition for r.:ercy had Be:am.'Jhile 

been filed), that 24% ~ere asking for t~eir sentences to 

d t1 t 73 - ~ t'11e rR~,~~a~n~ng, 59/~.did re'_oo1"t at be suspended an~ ia /,,; Ol._ . .J.. -'-_ • 

the prison. (This is 43% of the bricinal 3J4q~,) Of those 
\11110 asked. to ha.ve their sentences suspended 1:1ore than 90% 

reported on tbe new date. 

Prisons-
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Short sE:l1te:!ces 
__ ....... ""'" .~ ~_ '-/00 - ........ ;0.. ... "... .., ...... _ 

Arr2,~'t::;enents l'1,f~we been made for offender$ \';;10 recai va 
sl:ort sent::nces (up to 4 '-;1D'nt~1D fOl' p.dult~ ?!1Q up to 6 ~ont:1f:. 
f.or 511ver;:~lG3) to f'l,!joy ? COl1si.':.iBra't.le jeGl~ef* o~ l:U"I'::n"'tz' '·.':~:~le 

.' serving t~e~ but they ere ex?scted to take an active part in the 
. ~ .... ~ . . ~, .... " rS31Nen9 o~ ~:leso ae~~-o~en lnS~1~UG10n8, 

,iI,dults can be plriced in tl1e "Nederheicla" r·::mi t!')nt~.8.l:'? 
Institution for Adult Sducatton at Doetinchec and juvenile3 
, "",-, • ~ II f"' ~. m •• o"'~ ~J. '7eell'lr4 (D1'0"':"'C"" l;:1 ·;.le vorr:L:-.or vorreCl-:'..ve :1"all1::'.:1:; \~':h~P ell- ".I ,._ <', .• 1· ... ):. v.,,: 1:;:. 

of :Jort~ :3r~.:)2;ryt;). ')~:'enders ":hc)' CI.re not yet 'v:l~llinfj 2.J:c a'Jle 

to live under such a regi8ene.:!."e placed in a closed institution 
~ith a ~ore restrictive resinen. 

IJon-r sentenc2,:,. _ ...... .., -- -- -. ,- .. -" ._ .. --

Adults wit~ sentences exceeding 4 months can be placeJ 
in ei tb8~ of 2 prisons i_n 'i.'1:-lich t:1e imn2.tes are fx'ee to 

a3sociate, ~rorn t~ere they can be trans~erred for the la~t 

4 or 5 r.io11tlts of their sentence to one of the open 5.nstitutions 
(or for t~e last 3 nonths to one particular Beni-open 

institution), '::l1ose 1'1110 for v?orious rGasons ce.nnot be considered 

for placement in a c~lmunal institution can be acco~~odated in 
3 othe~ small prisons. . b' l' J. ' The PORSl l l~~es of transferrin~ them 
a:::-oe revie1'led at regular intervals. 

There ,is a special prison for juveniles with long 

sentences exceeding 6 months wbere tbey can be trained in anyo~' 

various occupations; it has its own open institution. If, for.~ 

sone reason or other, placenent there is not desirable, they can. 

be placed in one of th$ prisons for adults. 

Offer..Li2r-

I 
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2:f"(?!lg?:r_.£~~"~i ~ ?nSt~1 sm 
The country is divided in 3 regions, each with its own regional 

governo~. In these regions it is the duty 
of tbe area consultants to visit the houses of 1etention to 
discuss ~' .. :.tl, offenders the vcll"ioUf; l":~;:lS in whicl-:: their sentoi1ees l 

offender ~ey choose bct~een t~0 two types of institution ;O~ 

The consultants also ~ake 
reco~~enjations to the Q~ntr~l Adninistration ~epart~ent ~~en 
prisoners are to be transferred fron a closed prison with a 
stric t regi~ilen to a l:tore open one wi th e, liber::1.l :~·eg:i.r1en (and 
vice versa in the event of railur~). Prisoners can lodge appeals 
agains t these decisions :tIi tl1 tbe Central Advis'Jry Commi ttee for 
the Prison System. 

There maY'be a further drop in tne figures in 1974, and further 
adaptation may for that reason be necessary. 
The implementation of a nei" law restricting the Remand :i.n custody 

.may make itself felt. 
At all events finality does not seem to have been reached. 

E.J. Besier, "\ 

Legal Officer~~t the Prison 
Administration. 

1· 

CO~l.l1try .,,-, Total, deta:ihed Per 100,000 population 
~T~h-e-=N~e~th+·,-er-l~a-n-d~s------~3~,~2~8~0~x~)~.~-----------. 25·~,4~------~S~·o-u-r-c-e-:~D-r-.~J-.-v--al-j-d-e-r-.~G~Tx-i-e-n-t 

J3elgium' 6,000 63,2 "Staff in Penitentiary 
. Luxembourg '/ 214 64,8 Esta1.llishmentsl1, 'February 1971 
France . 35,000 70 published by the' Information 
Denmark 3,300 71,7 Section, Ninistry of Justice. 
England and \Vales 33,000 72,5 

TablU. i<ra\in penal ties and other penal measures imposed; as percentages of total. 
------~------

total impr,ison- fine other 
conficted rnent 
( 100%) (%) (%) (;h) 

-- ---- ------- --------- - --- - - -----------~- ---~- - ----- --- ---~-

Convictions under 1963 25,715 9,189 (35 ) 1'6,457 ~62) (3~ Criminal Code 1967 31 ,103 9,333' (30) 20,085 65) (5 
1970 29,799 8,960 (30) 19,473 (65) (5) 

Convictions under 1963 9,559 3,100 P3) 6,337 ~66) ~2) Road Traffic Act 1967 12,206 5,232 43) 6,878 56) 1 ) 
1970 14,355 5,622 (39) 8,583 (59) (2) 

.Grand total 1963 35,582X ) 12,376 (34) 23,144 ~63) ~3) 
1967 43,727 14,738 (34) 27,250 62) 4) 
1970 45,334x )14,941 (33) 28,953 (64) (3) 

Source: Criminal Statistics. x) Including economic and other oIfences. 

Table 4. Duration of prison sentences. 
._----_._-----------

less prison 
sentences 

1 year 6 months 
or more 1 year 

3 months 
6 months 

1 month 
3 months than 1 monU 

(100%) (%) (%) (~b ) (;0) (%) 

Total 
number of 
offences 
under 
Criminal 
Code and 
Road 
Traffic Act 

1963 
1967 
1970 

10,657 186 
13,128 203 
12,954·127 

(2) 
(2) 
( 1 ) 

1450 114) 1894 (18) 1878 (18) 
1499 11) 2055 (16) 2139 (16) 

978 7,5) 2012 (15,5) 2161 (17) 

4728 (44) 
6741 (51) 
7457 (58) 

Source: Criminal Statistics. 
~~~~~~fg;;~~,~;;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;;~~.~~~~~~~;;~~~;;~;;~~~;;~~~~~~~;;~;;~;;~~~~~~~;;~;;;;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Table 2,. Offences unde.r Penal La", per 100,000 inhabitants between 12 and 79 years of a 

year cases to be total of "'hich crimes moral , theft, 
prosecuted sentences of violence cr;imes etc. 

;" 1963 551 332 98, 27 176 
1967 586 331 105 24 . 201 
1970 614 305 96 15 193 
set aside 

1963 219 70 21 126 r 
1967 255 75 22 157 j 

"1970 309 86 22 '199 

Sou.rce: Criminal Statistics. 
I 
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POI'UIJA'rION O}' rJm:i.:'1!f.n:TrA~Y HTSTITUTIOHS on 31 m·~cm'mER. -.--.....,:-----------_._.,-----------------_ .... _----------------.... ~ 

Table 1. 

in.,aiting 

Remanded 
cu.stody 

Others 

Convicted 

trial (House of Detention) 

in 
(House of j)etention) 

(House of Detention) 

(l'rison) 

Convicted in opecia,l prison 

Convicted and detained flat the 
Govornmentts pleasure" (indefinite 
sentence, psychiatric inDt. ) 

Total population 

'It'OHEN ---
(in the only penit~ est. 
for ,.,omen ) 

A"laihng trial 

Convicted 

Remanded in custody 

Special category 

Detained "at the Governmentts 
pleasure lt (ps:~rchiatric inst,') 

.... 

1968 

'1425 

32 

56 

1151 

42 

51 

2757 

38 

18 

1969 

1199 

46 
66 

~92 

19 

30 

2252 

15 

10 

2 

1 

1970 

1336 

28 

86 

906 

17 

32 

2405 

14 

9 
1 

2 

1971 

33 

91 
1040 

18 

29 

2582 

13 

10 

1 

1 

17 

2355 

,1 Others 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Total population 59 28 28 25 37 
-1 ==~=;=================~=:===============~=========~================================~==== 

=========================~=================~=========:======================~============ 

Average daily population 
throughout the Vlhole year 

( men and women ) 

3350 2867 2644 2830 2774 

===================================================~~=~================================= 

~==~~============================~====================================================== 

Population of the Netherlands 12.661.1)95 'j 2:798·347 12·957.621 13.119430 13.269-563 
======== ==r===== ======== ====~~== =======~= 

N.B. The average daily population in 1973, as far as "Ias known in October, ,,,as about 
2700. ( the total population of t~(.> Neth~:r:la.nds ,,,as approxQ 13,500 0 000 by the 
end of the ye~r )0 

Prison statistics, Central Bureau of Statistics Q ' 
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