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FOREWORD 

This report, Arrests in Texas f was prepared by the Governor's. Office of --- ~ 

Information Servicescwith three pUrposes in mind: (1) to point out some crime 

statistics that are available to plarmers and decision makers, (2) to highlight 

arrest patterns that emerge yeaJ; after year when these crime statistics are 

aggregated, and (3) to emphasize the need ·for mandatory and uniform reporting 

legislation so that planners an.d deoj.sion makers can petter identify arrest 

patterns at e'very local and regional level in 'l;'exas. 

All the arrest s.tatistics presented in this report were supplied on a 

strictly voluntary basis by law enforcement agencies in 'l;'exas from 196$ tllrough 

1972 as part of the FBI Unifornl Crime Report Program. Although these arrest 

statistics only cover betwElen 66% and 73% of the state's population from year to 

year, they are the most comprehensive and most reliable statistics presently 

availablEl. 

The arrest statistics displayed fo~us on males between 10 and 25 years of age 

and show that (1) reported a.:!:r~stsfor property crime most often involved boys 15 

and 16 years of age, (2) reported arrests for violent crime most Often involved 

young men between 17 and 22 years of age, and (3) reported arrests for drug and 

alcohol offenses most 'often involved young men between 17 and 24 years of age. 

Also included in this report are cover letters from experts in the areas of 

law enforcement, drug abuse, alcohol abu$e, and juvenile delinquency to add any 

perspective or critical insight they deemed appropria'te concerning this repott.. 

However, the Governor's Office of lnformation Services assumes sole responsibility 

for this report. 
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Executive Director 
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Deputy Orrector 
MRS. ROBERT M. AYRES, Jr. 

T~lephone: 475-5801 
415-5802 TEXAS YOUTH COUNCIL 

Slim Houdon State Office Building 
Tenth FIClClf 

20 I East 14th Street 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 

To Readers of This Report: 

r;.;;, 

San An,tonio 

DON R. WORKMAN 
Lubbock 

The Texas Youth Council recommends your careful study of the 
report, Arrests i~ Tex!!. As you read the report you will note 
the large numbers of chi ldren and youth under 18 who were arrested. 
This fact supports the need for the development of a more effective 
delinquency prevention and rehabilitation delivery system in Texas. 

Data reflected in the different tables points to the need for 
community based programs which are appropriate for the large num'" 
ber of youth who break laws which do not indicate a significant 
threat to the safety of the community or the youth. There is a 
need for a high degree of cooperation between state and local 
agencies to provide s'Uch programs in an effective manner for youth 
in their own community. 

The report also indicates that there are youth who by committing 
crimes of a more violent nature, need programs which while emphas­
izing the rehabilitation of the youth should also insure the pro­
tection of the community. And lastly, there is a group of youth 
who have committed the most Violent crimes and who not only need 
rehabilitation programs, but programs which insure the safety of 
the youth as well as the staff and the community. 

The Texas Youth Council commends the Governor's Office of lnformatlon 
Services for preparing and disseminating this report. 
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August 6" 1974 

To the Readers of this Report: 
;\ 

The Texas Commiss1on on Alcoholism is very pleased to 
be involved in the .review and support of this report 
ARRESTS IN TEXAS. 'the relationship between v,arious 
Grimes and the inap~ropriate use of alcohol has long 
been recognized by e~perts in both alcoholism and 
criminal justice. ~;uch a relationship is an important 
indicator of the prl~valence of alcohol problems as \~<!11 
as an important indicator of program effectiveness. 
The sci enti fi c documentati on and refi l1ement of these 
statistics is invaluable. 

As in many fields, a critical and difficult task is to 
establish a reliable data, base. This report will assist 
us to ,determine a portion of the data base on the 
incidence of alcohol problems. Because of the limitations 
of fUnds and the increasing numbt!r of problems, it is 
imperative that planners and program implementers have 
data which will allow the application of funds to the most 
critical needs. 

For example, these statistics may be, indicating that 
programs which are usually based on the middle age groups 
may have to be redirected to meet the needs and problems 
of younger age groups, since they show a statistically 
higher incidence rate. If we are going to do any 
effective prevention or early identification, we must 
be aWare of these facts and trends. 

Also, considerable effort is being applied to the develop­
ment of court programs and "Counter Attack" efforts for 
OWl offenders. The identification of the locations, types, 
and numbers of such programs is made easier when information 
of this type is available. We hope that this report can 
be disseminated widely. Also, we hope that additional 
reports on the other age groups and other ~mensions of 
the correctional and law enforcement situatlon can be 
available. 

Because the Commission Works through the state planning 
regions, we strongly encourage the development of a state­
wide, mandatory reporting process so that statistics can 
be complete a~{j uniform. While we can determine state ... 
wide trends on the basis of a 66-73 percent reporting, 
the sketchy nature of regional reporting might hinder a 
region's. plq,nnjng and program development • 
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To th~ Readers of this Report 
Page 2 August 6, 1974 . 

Another helpful ingredient in this report is the establish~ 
ment of uniform definitions and categories and the 
relationship of trends in the statistics to recent changes 
in laws. Tllis report shows no dramatic increase in the 
incidence of alcohol-related offenses resulting from the 
lowering of the drinking age to 18, butcontinuetj monitoring 
of this potential impact i.~ necessary. 

We look forward to the dissemination of this and other 
reports. 

Sincerely, Tt4<.- t(, 77le;[j.,.~( 
JOHN A. McDONALD 
Director of State Programming 
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Dolph Briscoe, Governor 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
BEN F. McDONALD, JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

'r 

August 9, 1974 

To The Readers Of This Report: 

The State Program on Drug Abuse has reviewed Arrests in Texas and we feel 
that the report furnishes some useful data about individuals who have been 
arrested for drug offenses. Information about drug offense arrests com­
poses one part of the\problem indicator set wh,'ich the State Program uses 
in assessing the relative drug problems of various r~gions in the State. 

While drug offense arrest statistics can be very helpful in assessing the 
relative size of certain drug problems, some care should be taken in 
making assumptions based on these arrest statistics. Offenses reported 
in this report include not only possession, but also smuggling, manufacture 
and delivery of drugs; and persons arrested for drug trafficking are not 
necessarily drug abusers. In addition, some forms of drug abuse are not 
likely to result in arrest of the abuser. However, used judiciously, the 
statistics in this report can be a valuable tool in assessing the 'relative 
size of drug problems within the State. 

Sincerely, 

'lI44I~.// 
Michael R. ~=tor 
State Program on Drug Abuse 

MRS:rr 

611 SO. CONGRESS AVE. P. O. BOX 13166, CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 7S711 
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Director 

LEO E. GOSSETT 
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'fEXAS DEPAfrfMEN'r OF PU8liC SAFE'fY 
6806 N, LAMA~ BLVD, 

BO~ 4087 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78773 

To Readers of Thts Report: 

COI\IIl\ISSIO\1l 
WILLIAM B. BLAK&MO({E, U 

Chairman· 
OTTIS E. LOCK 

ROBERT R. SHreLTO~ 

In coope~ation with the U. S. Department of Justice and the Office of the Governor, the 
Texas Department of Public Safety will soon begin to coordinate the development of a 
Comprehensive Data System Prograrn for Texas. This system is designed to include 
five components: 

* >!c 

~( 

>\< 

* 

A Statistical Analysis Center 
Offender-based Transaction Statistics System 
Management and Administrative Statistics System 
Uniform Crime Reports System 
State Technical Assistance Capability 

The objective of this. CDS Program is to make a wide variety of data available to crim­
inal justice planners and decision makers so that they can more readily monitor, 
evaluate and improve the criminal justice system C\.nd, hopefully, reduce crime and 
delinquency in Texas. 

At the present time, law enforcement agencies in Texas can choose to participate in two 
distinct crime reporting programs, inclJ&.ing the Texas Crime Report Program of the 
DPS, and the FBI's Uniforlu Crime Rep'::lrt Program. Under the fourth component of the 
CDS P;ogram mentioned above, these two crime reporting programs will be consolidate9-
into one program to be administered through the DPS. 

The accompanying study, Arrests in Tex<!~, is based on arrest stC\.tistics supplied to the 
FBI by law enforcement agencieeJ covering approximately 70% of the State I s population. 
Once the GDS Program becomes operational, however, it is anticipated that there will 
be a significant increase in the level of reporting. 

Special attention is called to the section of this report which deals with the relationship 
between serious crime and drug abuse. Despite the limitation noted above, the report 
does document a pattern which is familiar to law enforcement officers. SpecHica.11y, 
alcohol figures heavily in both violent crimes and serious and often deadly 'Violations 
of the motor vehicle laws; and users of the opiate drugs n'lake a disproportionately high 
contribution to the burglary and shoplifting problem as they st..e,al to support their 
expensive addiction. 

;;z;~ 
Wilson E. Speir 
Director 
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Federal funds for the publication of this 
report and for the project which resulted 
in its findings were granted to the Office 
of the Governor, Qffice of Information 
Services: by the Texas Criminal Justice 
Council. The findings and opinions of 
this report do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration, U. S. Department 9f Justice, 
or of the Texas Criminal Justice Council. 
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SUMMARY: ],965 - 1972 
1\RRES TS IN TEXAS 
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SECTION 1 

INTRODUCTION 

BACKGROUND 

This report presents arrest statistics collected in Texas on a strictly 

voluntary basis from 1965 tbrough 1972 as I?art of the FBI Uniform Crime Reporting 

(UCR) Program. Specifically, this report deals with the numbers of arrests for 

(I) the FBI Index Crimes ':and (2) the FBI drug and alcohol offense categories. 

These arrest statistics and other UCR data are sent periodically by the FBI to the 

Governor's Office of Information Services on magnetic tape for compu·t.er processing; 

the tapes generally arrive in August containing the UCR data for the previous year. 

The numbers of arrests found in this report are the numbers submitted to the 

FBI by law enforcement agencies in Texas; no changes, additions, or deletions were 

made by the Governor's Office of Information Services. The numbeps of appests aPe 

counts of pepsons taken into custody and include persons arrested and later 

released without formal charges being filed against them. If a person was arrested 

on se-veral charges at one time, only one arrest Was counted and the arrest was 

classified in terms of the most serious chargej if a person was arrested several 

times during a given year, each time for a different violation, tben ~ach arrest 

was counted. 

FBI INDEX CRIMES 

Beginning in 1958, the Crime Index offenses us'ed in connection with the FBI 

Uniform Crime Reporting Program have been murder, forcible rape, robbexy, aggravated 

assault, burglary, larceny $50 and over and auto theft; eff'ective Jan1,lary, 1973, 

"total larceny" replaced the category "larceny $50 and over.:' These cl:"imes were 

selected as a group to furnish an 'abbretriated and cbnv~nient measure of the crime 

problem. The UCR Program breaks down in the seven Index Crimes as £Qllows: 
,.-, 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

· \,. 
7. 

,I, 

·····-~·..,~t' 

Murder and; Non-Negligent Manslaughter (does not include suicides, 

accidental deaths, or justifiab~e homicides) 

Forcible Rape (does not include statutory rape) 

a. ~pe by Force 

b. "Assault to Commit Forcible Rape'--Attempts 

Robbe.ry (theft by force) 

a. Armecl--Any Weapon 

b. Strohg~Arm--No Weapon 

Aggravated Assault (assault to kill or inflict severe bodily 

injury) 

a. Gun 

'b. Kni:f;e or cutting Instrument 

Other Dangerous Weapon 

d. Hands, Fists, Feet, etc. 

Burglary (unlawful en.try to commit a theft or felony) 

a. Forcible Entry 

b. Unlawfl,11 Entry--No Force 

c. Attempted Forcible Entry 

Larceny (theft without force) 

a. Shoplifting and pocket picking 

b. Theft from a looked or unlocked auto 

Auto Theft (includes all motor vehicle thefts) 

a. Automobile 

b., Bus 

c. Truck 

d. t-1otorcycle or MotOr Scooter 

'" 

-2-

'.I ., .... 

~ 

The FBI sums the first four crime categories to obtain their VioZent Cr-ime Index, 
."\\ 

s~s the last three categories to obtain their Property Cr-ime Index, and sums all 

seven categories' to obtain their. Total- Crime IndeOJ. 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL OFFENSES 

Although arrests fOr drug and "tlcohol offenses are not FBI Index Crimes, they 

are reported to the FBI as a part of the Uniform Crime Reporting Program. This 

study will be concerned with arrest statistics for the following FBI drug and 

alcohol offense categories: 

1. Total Drugs--This is a compilation of arrests for all categories 

of drug offense$3.n.cluding narcotics, dangerou's drugs and marijuana. 

2. Narcotics--This category includes arrests for the unlaWful possrssion 

and/or sale of opiUln, morphine, heroin, and codeine. The OCR also 

classifies cocaine as a narcotic for reporting purp,oses, although its 

scientific claSSification is a stimulant rather than a narcotic. 

3. Synthetic Narcotics--This category includes arrests for the unlawful 

possession and/or sale of methadone, demerol and other synthetic 

narcotics which resemble morphine and heroin in their effects but 

are not derived from opium. 

4. Marijuana--All arrests for the unlawful possession and/or sale oe 
marijuana are reported in this category. 

'.\ 

5. Dangerbus Non-Narcotic Drugs--This category includeS arrests for 

the unlawful possession and/or sale of dangerous non-narcotic drugs 

such as the barbiturates and amphetamines. An arrest for the illegal 

use of any prescription drug other than a narcotic is reported in 

this category. , . 
6'~, Driving Under the Influence (Driving While :rntoxicated}--This 

';}:;,includes arrests for operating any motor 'Vehicl.e, engine, train, 
'~~ 

'''' boaf'i etc., while intoxicated. 

-3-
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7. 

8. 

Orunkenpess--'l!his is arrests for of;fenses of drunkenness or 
!, 

intoxication with the exception of "driving under 'the influence.'" 

Liquor Laws--Thisis arrests for liquor law violations except 

"drunkenness" and "driving under the influence." Some examples are 

the unlawfuL poss~ssion of intoxicating liquor f ddnking in a 

prohibiteCl area, bootlegging, operating a still, and furnishing 

liquor to a minor. 

, 
\ 
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SECTION 2 .' 

ARREST STATISTICS ; -: 

OVERVIEW : ~ 

! 

The purpose of this section is to highlight patterns that emerge year after 1 

I , 
year when the state's arrest statistics' are aggregated. The extent to which 4 

similar and possibly more important arrest patterns can be determined for a 

locality or region in Texas d~pends on whether or not the law enforcement agencies 

of that locality or region regularly report arrest statistics to the FBI. The 

law enforcement agencies in Texas that choose to report their arrest statistics tQ 

the FBI cover somewhere between 66% anCl 73% of; the state's population from year to 
t~; , 

year. 

On the following page, Table 2.1 displays the percent of reported arrests 

involving males for each of the FBI Index Crimes and for several types' of drug 

and alcohOl offenses from 1965 through 1972. It can be seen that most of these 

percentages did not vary significantly from year to year; and that females made up, 

on the average, less than 10% of the reported a:r;'restsfor violent crime and alcohol 

• 
offenses and less than 20% of the reported arrests for property crime and drug 

offenses. 

Because females constituted such a small percent of the reported arrests under 

study and because the majority of the reported arrests involving males were arrests 

involving boys and young men, all the remaining arrest statistics presented in this 

section focus on males between 10 and 25 years of ag~. These arrest statistics are 

arranged in two-dimensional tabular form by age group and by year for each FBI 

Index Crime and for several types of drug and alcohol offenses; the age grou~ings 

were sele.ct'ed to offer a clear break between le,gal adult!; ~t;d juvenUes in Texas 

and to oecompatibie with FBI age groupingsal:r;-eady .in use.' Above each table, there 

is an explanat:lon of the associated offense; below each table, there is a brief 
·0 

commentary; .on the moX'e salient features of th,e arrest statis,tics. 

-5-
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TABLE ~.1 

OFFENSE" 

i-~rder 
~, 

Robbery , 
&I 

Z~ Aqqravated Assault 

~~ 
~u Subtotal 

Rape 

Total 

Burq1ary 
.>l 
8 

re~ Larcenv 

@u Auto Theft 
~ 

Total 

1 

All D:r.,ug 
U} }' , 

riI 
t!)U} Narc1btics 
l:il

Z ---
~E 

Ma~ijuana •. Q 
.'" , , 

PERCENT OF REPORTED ARRESTS INVOLVING MALES FOR 
SERIOUS CRIME, DRUG OFFENSES, AND ALCOHOL OFFENSES 
IN TEXAS, 1965 THROUGH 1972 

" 

..... ~ 1965 1966 1967 1968' 1969 1970 1971 1972 

, 
82% 81% 82% 81% 

(. 

82% 81% 78% 82% 
, 

96% 97% 93% 94% 91% 92% 92% 93% 

91% 90% 90% 90% 89% 89% 88% 88% 

91% 91% 90% 90% 89% 89% 88% 89% 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

92% 91% 91% 91% 90% 90% 89% 90% 

97% 97% 96% 95% 95% 94% qS% 95% 

77% 76% 74% 75% 71% 69% 71% 68% 
, 

95% 97% 97% 95% 95% 95% 94% 93% 

84% 84% 82%, 83% 80% 78% 80% 77% 

82% 81% 81% 84% 83% 8~% 83% 84% 

82% 80% 80% 
:, 

84% 84% 80% R,:\% 83% 

92% 83% 88% 85% 83% 84% R';!i: 85% 

MURDER 

The willful and unjustifiable killing of one human being ,by' another. 

Arrests for Murder Reported to the FBI 

AVERAGE 23-24 38 49 60 57 45 61 60 69 

81.1% 

93.5% 

89.4% 

A. (0 (0 56 e 0) e G == 
21-22 48 

, 0 
~l ~ 19-20 3.0 37 42 45 60 56 79 74 

0 

r loW 8 e 0 17-18 32 48 M 60 66 44 
c 

'89.6% 
loW 15-16 16 21 10 38 21 38 22 37 ... 
C 
~ 

100.0% 
13-14 1 6 3 8 8 3 7 6 

90.5% 
11-12 0 0 0 1 2 2 1 1 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 

YEAR 
95.5% 

72.6% 

95.1% Comment 

81.0% Presented above ax'e the numbers of reported arrests for murder involving 

males, by age group and by year in Texas. The circled numbers identify the age 

82.6% group witn. the highest number of reported arrests for each year. Notice that 

82.0% in general, the 21-22 year olds had the highest number of reported arrests for 

85.6% murder. 

Di:1~gerous Non-NarcotiC::.s 76% 82% 77% 76% 79% 78% R1 !i: 81% 78.6% 
" 

" \ , 
I 

!~I 
~ 

~ ~ 93~ 
Ou} '\ ~ ~ 8 Liquor Laws 92% 
~~ 

Drunkenness 92% 

'\: 

" 

93% 

\ 93% 
" , 

~\' 

9:a% 
\ 
\\ 
\' 

93% 

92% 

.94% 

'\ 
D " 

94% 93% 93% 93% 94% 93.2% 
" 

91% 89% 89!j; ... ..,." 90% 90.8% 90% 

'~\:'~ 94% 94% 94% 9" ;9:3% 93.5% 
~,'. ' ., 
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FORCIBLE RAPE 

The carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will: 

a. Ra;pe by Force 

b. Assault to Rape--Attempts 

Arrests for Forcible Ra)2e 
~ ~ 

Re)2orted to the FBI 

23-24 34 63 53 63 67 71 '62 134 

D. 21-22 69 65 55 74 85 97 119 158 D. 
:=) :=) 

0 8 0 
III: 19-20 74 87 76 81 107 117 136 III: 
Co!) , 

(0) 
Co!) 

.... (0 e 8 8 0) e iii 
Co!) 17-18 121 Co!) 

C C 

64 57 66 71 92 94 101 83 .... 15-16 .... .. .. 
C c 
I 13-14 20 14 22 20 22 28 36 41 I 

11-12 4 5 3 9 5 5 15 9 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 

YEAR 

Comment 

Presented above are the numbers of reported arrests for forcible rape 

involving males, ~y age group and by year in Te~as. The circled numbers identify 

the age group with the highest. number of reported arrests for each year. Notice 

that in every year except 1971 the 17-18 year bIds had the highest number of 

reported arrests., for forcible rape. 

I) 

i 

.L ~_~_~_._ .. , ..... 

[ 
ROBBERY 

Theft by force or threat of force: 

a. Armed--Any Weapon 

b. strong-Arm--No Weapon 

l-irres ts for Robbery Re;eorted to the FBI 

370 
23-24 120 138 178 186 234 ~!)2 283' 

e 451 
21-22 177 210 231 256 397 381 

e e e e 19"20 192 210 282 360 

8 e e 'i.!l 
350 405 377 471 

11-18 248 

154 195 218 212 295 324 292 . 346 
15-16 

13-14 53 77 71 88 118 151 136 131 

11-12 25 22 21 18 ' 43 36 39 45 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 

YEAR 

comment 

Presented above are the numbers of, reported arrests for robbery involving 

males, by age group and by year in Texas. The circled numbers identify the age 

groUp with the highest number of reported arrests for each year. Notice that in 

general the 17-18 year olds and the 19-20 year\olds had the highest number bf 

reported arrests. 
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AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

An un1awtP! attack by one person uponano"ther for "j:he p\lrl?ose qf inflicting 

severe bodily injur'J: 

a. Gun 

b. Knife 

c. Other Dangerous Weapon 

d. Hands, Fists, Feet, etc. 

Arrests for Aggravated Assault Reported to the FBI 

23-24 e 
466 

641 

e 
452 

e 
447 

e 
439 

8 
492 604 

88 
741 , 

e 21-22 

19-20 437 406 475 520 536 673 661 654 

17-18 374 401 392 450 522547 498 538 

~ ,15-16 
C 

279 292 :309 330 427 355 355 390 

:I 95 109 113 130 162 149 145 171 

11-12 30 36 31 61 i) 47 47 44 41 

----~--~----~--~------------------------'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 171 '72 

YEAR 

l?resented cwove are tnenumbers of reported arrests for aggrav.:l:l;~d assault 

involving males, by age group an,d by year in Texas. The circled numbers idemtify 

the age group with the highest number of reported arrests for each year. Nptice 

(:\, that in every year except 1966 the 21-22 year ,old!;! had the, highest number of 

repo,rt,ed arrests for aggravated assault. 

I· . 
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BURGLARY, 

Unlawful entry to commit a theft or felony! 

a,. Forcible Entry 

h. Unlawful Entry--No Force 

c. Attempted Forcible Entry 

Arrests for Burglary Reported to the FBI 

23-24 566 550 590 596 627 798 873 941 

21-22 748 793 696 806 864 1066 1074 1237 

19-20 930 1000 1083 1200 1246 1490 1617 1699 

2012 

(3 
2391:, 

8 
1515 

8 
2382 " 

8 
2~19 

e 
1644 

8 
1759 

8 
1820 

8 
17 -18 

15-16 

13-14 1643 1774 1820 2162 2276 .2458 2313 2199 

'70 

11- 121 .. ___ 9 •• 1_3 ___ 9_4_2 ___ 1_0_25 ___ 11_6_5 ___ 1_1_9_9 ___ 1_0_6_1 ___ 1_03_9 ___ 1 ... 1_5_3 __ 

'71 '72 
'65 ~66 '67 '68 '69 

YEAR 

Comment 

Presented above are the numbers of reported arrests for burglary involving 

males, by age group and by year, in Texas. vThe circled numbers identify the age 

group with~e highest number of reported arrests for each year. Notice that in 

every year the 15-16 year olds haa.fthe highest number of ;r.;-eported arrests for 

burglary. , 

, . 

-11-

, 
, " 



, ' 

. 
i 
I, 

i 
! 

! 
I 

I 
I 
I 

-l;::;::". 

i: 
I , 

l> 

.. ' , 

It. 
::) 

0 
~ 
() 

au 
() 
4 

au .. 
4-
~ 

LARCENY 

. Theft without force and without the threat of'force (doeS not include motor 

• , vehicle theft): 

a. Shoplifting 
" 

b. Pocket picking 

\ 
c. Theft from locked or unlocked autos, coin oper~ted machines, etc. 

Arrests for Larceny Reported to the FBI 

23-2'- 746 852 836 ,863 949 1349 1385 1380 

21-22 1037 1056 946 1139 1335 ],846 1825 2033 

1778 2050 2759 2666 2587 
19-20 '1:393 1460 1629 

2419 2697 2803 3022 3136 4034 3857 3736 
17 -18 

8 8 8 e 8 8 e 8 15 .. 16 

13-1.- 2907 3403 3468 ,3541 3603 4075 3895 3545 

11-12 1768 1883 2095 2160 2n5 2252 2030 1927 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 

YEAR 

comment 

Presented above are the' numbers of reported arrests for larceny involving 

males, by age group and by year in Texas. The circled numbers identify ¢e"age 
\\ 

group \1iththe highest numbf;!} of r~Pbrted arrests for each year. Notice that in 

every year the 15-16 year olds had the highest number of reported arrests for 

larceny. (/ 
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AUTO THEFT 

Theft or attempted theft of any automobile, truck, bus, motorcycle, motor 

scooter, or other self-propelled vehicle that (;.-uns on ~ surface, not on rails • 

Arrests for Auto Theft Reported to the FBI 

23-2'- 174 149 185 171 231 266 269 272 

21-22 256 217 232 266 346 351 369 385 
.:- ... ./\ 

'1i-;;~o 334 411 420 519 535 639 535 517 

17-18 664r 777 800 1010 1033 1096 875 783 

15-16 8 8 8 8 8 8 e e 
13-14 577 710 719 772 827 871 700 ' .504 

11-12 78 81 109 111 137 123 103 101 
II 

'65 '66\\ , 67- '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 

YEAR 

< Comment 

Presented above are the numbers of reported arrests for ,auto theft involving 

males, by age group and by year in Texas. The circled numbe~Fl identify th~ age .~ 

group with the highest number of reported arrests for each year. Notice that in 

'1. 

every year the 15-16 year olds had the highest number of repor'ted arrests for auto' .. ," 

theft. 
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DRUG OFFENSES 

Unlawful possession, sale, \lse,growing~ or manufacture of an~ drug other 

than alcohol; includes narcotics,~marijuana, amphetamines, barbiturates, etc. 
. " 

Arrests for Drug Offenses Reported to ,the FBI 

23-241 8 8 155 281 421 940 1132 1774 

21-22 100 88 175 433 741 1736 1978 2925 

8 e 8 8 8 19-20 81 77 911 

e 17-18, 57 40 132 512 2288 2487 3667 

15-16 14 20 82 24.4 548 1049 1358 1905 

13-14 9 26 29 54 160 198 310 365 
I.) 

11-12 .1 11 15 2 42 21 29 19 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 
,~~ 

YEAR 

comment 

Presented above are the numbers of reported arrests for drug offenses involving 

males, by age group and by year in Texas. The circled numbers identify the age 

group with the highest number of reported arrests for each year. Notice that in 
I 

genel'at the 19-20 yearolds have the highest number of reported arrests fOr drug 

offenses in recent years. 
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NARCOTIC OFFENSES 

Unlawful possession, sale, use, growing; or manufactu:!:,e of drugs classified 

as narcotics by the FBI, such as opium, cocaine, heroin, morphine and their 

derivatives; and does not include synthetic narcotic drugs such as methadone and 

demerol. 

Arrests for Narcotic Offenses Reported to the FBI 

23-24 0 16 

8B 
47 57 l,~l 146 190 

G G 8 e 21-22 34 38 328 211 

(~ e. H~·20 23 14 31 45 59 250 

17-18 13 2 22 36 47 307 14.1 166 

.. 
15-16 2 0 2 9 9 47 42 49 

13-14 0 0 0 1 1 4 4 4 

11-12 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 "-;0 'li '72 

YEAR 

Comment 

Presented above are" the numbers of reported i'irrests, fO;i~ narcotic offenseI'! 

involving males, by age group and by year in Texas. ~le circled numbers identify 

the age group with the highest number of reported arrests for si!ach year., Notice 

that in recent years the 19-20 year olds and the 21-22 year olds have the highest 

number of reported arrests for offen$es involvin<;J these hard ,~~ru.gs. 
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MARIJUA!lr.~ \\OFFENSES 
---.~.\ 

-'j 1\ 
un1~~w~tul possession, sale, use, growing, or manufacture of marijuana, and its 

!\ 
derivativ,'eJ such as hashish. i 

I' 11 .. , ,i 
Arrests for Harijuana Offenses~ported to the FBI 

~" 

23 .. 24 0) 18 46 144 210 532 576 975 

G 
.:~ , 

21-22 22 53 297 432 1074 1087 1746 

8' 8 8 8 e e 19-20 16 18 
I 

17-18 11 7 41 330 529 1393 1462 2438 
I 

15-16 2 8 213 154 306 776 100.5 11384 

13 .. 14 0 0 3 25 55 117 176 267 

11 .. ~2 0 1. 1 1 0 3 14 9 
""". 

'65 '66 '67 'l-8 '69 '70 '71 '72 

c::YEAR 

Comment 
-. • r1;::' 

~resented above are the numbers of reported arrests for marijuana offenses 

invol '\)ling tuales, by age group an.d by year in Texas. The cir.qled numbers identify 
~ i 

'I 
\ the age groups with, th(~ highest number of rep,orted arrests f04 each year. Notice 
,Y 

since 1967 the' 19..,.20 yea~ olds consistently had the highest number of, reported 

arrests formarijua:na offenses. 
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DANGEROUS NON-NARCOTIC DRUG OFFENSES 

Unlawful possession, sale, use, growing, qr manufacture o·f dr'.1gs other than 
~., 

narcotics, synthetic narcotics, and marijuana, such as amphetamines, hallucinogens, 

barl;>i turates, etc. 

Arrests for Dangerous Non-Narcotic Drug Offenses Reported to the FBI 

23-24 G (0 59 58 92 103 120 333 

() 
21-22 31 38 58 39 117 151 162 540 

G G (0) 19-20 31 42 148 236 255 

e 8 8 35 58 623 17 ·18 26 20 

-
15 .. 16 9 13 47 44 174 140 199 273 

13 .. 14 7 25 26 18 78 57 92 61 

11-12 1 6 11 1 28 14 10 5 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 

YEAR ,'" <., 

Comment 
/, 

Present!~d above are the numbers of reported arrests for dangerous non-narcotic 

drug offenses involving males, by age group and/by year in Texas. The circled 

numbers identify the age groups with the highest number o£ reported arrests for 

each year. Notice that since 1967 the 17-18 year olds and the 19-20 year olds have 

had the highest number of reported arrests for dangerous non-narcotic drug of£enses. 
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DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED (DWI) 
DRUNKENNESS 

DriviI1,g or operating any vehicle or common carrier while intoxicated. 
All offenses of drunkenness or intQxication with the exception of "driving 

Arrests for DWI Reported to the FBI while intoxicated." 

23-24 750 8~, e 855 1043 1401 8 8 
8 8 e 8 ~ 21-22 a07 836 1819 2633 ::a 

0 

Arrests for Drunkenness Reported -co the FBI 

23-24 5009 5713 5466 6693 6242 6033 6737 6831 
~ '19 .. 20 467 504 565 545 691 999 1274 1778 
c.-~;i 

III 
278 261 300 302 '~14 516 632 888 ~ '17-18 

III( 

III 1~-16 28 50 45 41 48 78 77 103 ... 

~ 21-22 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 ::a 
0 
D:: 19-20 4026 4357 5093 5403 5155 5334 5782 5747 C) . 
III 

cC 
I 13-14 1 1 2 0 1 8 5 9 

1I 0 12L 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 

C) 17 ·18 3385 3835 4173 4561 4462 4447 4825 4614 
C 
III 15-16 930 1073 1276 1163 1454 1320 1647 1596 ... 
C 
I . 

13-14 271 219 212 262 276 246\ 566 518 

11-12 66 45 50 38 32 50. 85 93 
YEAR 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 ' 7fj '71 '72 

YEAR 

Comment 
", 

Presented above are the numbers of reported arrests for DWI involving males, 
Comment 

by age group and by year in Texas. The circled nllWbers identify the age group 
Prese~lted above are the numbers of reported arrests for drunkenness involving 

with the highest number of reported arrests for each year. Notice that the 21-22 
males, by 'age group and by year in Texas. The circled numbers identify the age 

year olds and the 23-24 year aIds had the highest number of reported arrests for 
group with the highest number of reported arrests for each year. Notice that in 

DWI. 
every year the 21-22 year olds had the highest number of:r:'eported arrests) for 

drunkenness. Effective August 27, 1973, the legal minimum age for drinking alcoholic 

beverages in Texas dropped frd'm 21 to 18 years of age. 

" I 
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LIQUOR LAW VIOLATIONS \ 
\ 

" 

II 

Violations of liquor laws with the exception of "driving'\whi16 intoxicated" 

and "drunkenness": 

a. Unlawful possession of intoxicating liquor 
\ 

b. Unlawful manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquor 

c. Drinking in a prohibiteq area 

d. Maintaining an unlawful drinking place 

e. Furnishing liquor to a minor 

Arrests for Liq~or Law Violations Reported to the FBI 

23-24 304 483 473 627 586 550 493 1367 
, 

21-22 402 697 826 1166 1152 934 871 1778 

19-20 4096 5475 6070 6247 5881 5067 4663 4794 

17 ·18 8 8 e 8 e 8 8 8 
15 .. 16 1523 1926 2220 2482 2503 2066 2021 2048 

13-14 130 222 247 291 285 210 264 241 

11-12, 15 11 5 15 16 ' 18 22 21 

'65 '66 '67 '68 '69 '70 '71 '72 
~/ ... 

YEA~~/ 

Comment 

Presented above are the numbers of repejrted arrests for liquor law violations 

involving males, by age group and by year in Tp,xas. The circled numbers identify 

the age group with the highest number of reported arrests for each year. Notice 

'that in every year the 17-18 year olds had the highest number of reported arrests 

fOr liquor law violations. Effective August 27, 1973, the legal minimum age for 

drinking alcoholic beverages in Texas dropped from 21 to 18 years of age. 

SECTION 3 

Discussion 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE LINKED TO CRIME? 

The final report of the National commission on Marijuana and Drug Abuse, 

completed in March, 1973 and entitled "Drug Use in America: Problem in 

Perspective," tried to throw some light on the often publicized relationship 

between drug abuse and serious crime. This Commission, chaired by Raymond P. 

Shafer, former Governor of Pennsylvania, made tile following s~ary statements 

on pages 164 and 165 of that report concerning drugs and their criminogenic 

effects: 

In conclusion, the research findings concerning the 
associations between drug use and crime have been complicated by 
the interplay between the pharmacologic properties of the drugs and 
the psychosocial characteristics of the individuals who use them. 
Inferel1ces which might have been drawn from laboratory research have 
suffered primarily from the difficulties att~tnding replication of 
non-pharmacological variables; and while naturalistic studies are 
appropriate to this area of investigation, they have been plagued, 
for the mo~t part by deficiencies in research design and sampling 
procedures,. Nonetheless, the following tentative .conclusiom'i appear 
justifiable from the data available: 

(1) AZaohoZ, the most commonly used drug, is strongly 
associated with violent crime and with reckless and 
negligent operation of motor vehicles. 

(2) Research findings linking bai?biturate and amphetconine 
users with criminal behavior, especially assaultive 
offenses, are increasing, but no definitive association 
has yet been established in this country; however, a 
strong association has been demonstrated between 
amphetamine use ,and violence in Sweden and Japan. 

(3) Research data are generally lacking regarding the actual 
relationship between aoaaine use and criminal behavior; 
however, the pharmacologic effects of the drug would 
seem to suggest a potential for drug-induced violent 
behavior similar to that shown for amphetamine and 
barbiturate users. 

(4) Mccrihuana use, in and (>f itself, is heithe;r: causative 
of, nor directly associated with crinte, either violent 
or non-violent. In fact, marihuana tends to be 
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underrepxesented among assaultive offenders, especially 
when compared with users of alcohol, amphetamines and 
bat:'biturates. 

Use of opiates, espeoially heroin, is associated with 
acquisitive crime~ 9uch as burglary and shopli!ting, 
ordinarily committed for the purpose of securing money 
to support dependence. Assaultive of!enses a~e signi­
~ipantly less likely to be comrni tted by these opiate 
users, especially in comparison with users of alcohol, 
amphetamines and barbiturates. 

(6) Except in relatively rare instances generally related 
to drug-induced panic and toxic reactions, users of 
haUuainogens, non-barbiturate sedative-hypnotics, glue 
and similar voZatiZe inhaZants are not inclined toward 
assaultive criminal behavior. It should be noted, 
however, that some of the non-barbiturate sedatives, 
notably methaqualone, and the hydrocarbon solvents have 
a potential for inducing violent behavior although the 
incidence of such behavior is currently low. 

Regardless of whether there is oris not a strong relationship between certain 

types of drug abuse and serious crime, the arrest statistics presented in this 

report constitute a first step in quantifying the interface between these problems 

and the Texas criminal justice system. For instance, the arrest statistics pre-

sented indicate over an eight-year period, 1965 through 1972, that 15 and 16 year 

old boys consistently had the highest number o! reported arrests for property 

crimes (burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft) in Texas; and yOUng .men 

between the ages o! 17 and 22 had the highest number of reported arrests for 

violent crimes (murder, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault) in Texas; 
',~r 

I:' and that young men between the ages of 17 and 24 had the highest number of raported 

arrests for drug and alcohol offensas in Texas. 

££~ITATIONS OF THE DATA 

In November, 1932, the FBI adopted a standard classification of offenses . 

for tha compilation of criminal statistics, This classification was devised and 

adopted in order that police, judicial, and penal statistics might be uniformly 

c::ompiled in te:tJns of a single Classification of offenses. Although the 

-22 .... 

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ... ~' •. ~ ..• 1~2.~ __________ _ 

classifications listed in this report may not be identical in name with those in 

,local jurisdictions, they are intended to be sufficiently descriptive to serv'e as~. 
if :~< 

a guide in determining what offenses should be include~ 
II) 

As was pointed out earlier in thi,s report, the arrest statistics provided 

each year by the Uniform Crime Report (UCR.) of the FBI are the most cQmp;t:'ehensive 

and most reliable presently avai'lable from law enforcement agencies. Although the 

data is invaluable, there are some limitations due to the fact that participants 

in the UCR program report to the FBI on a strictly voluntary basis in Texaf3. AS 
. 

a result, many local law enforoement agencies choose not to report from year to 

year. The extent of reporting from 1965 through 1972 in Texas is summarized in 

Tables 3.1 and 3.2. 

Looking at Table 3.1 it can be seen th&t from 1965 through 1972 approximately 

two-thirds of the Texas popu.lation was covered yearly by Jaw enfC'rcement agencies 

that reported arrest statistics to the FBI. Table 3.2 presents a. synopsis o! the 

reporting of arrest statistics to the FBI by the twenty largest cities in Texas 

(based on the 1970 U. S., Census) from 1965 through 19 n; observe that the police 

departments in the twelve largest cities are faithful contributors to this phase 

of the UCR program. 

The level of reporting makes it sometimes difficult, or impossible, to do 

detailed studies on a regional or local basis. For example, it would be difficult 

to produce meaningful trend studies for some state planning regions, or to produce 

reliable comp~risons between certain local jurisdictions. If more complete arrest 

statistics are desired, the enactment of some form of mandatory uniform crime 

reporting in Texas is required. As of June, 1974, the FBI l;ists twenty-one states 

as having a mandatory uniform crime reporting program in operation. 
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20 ~RGEST 
CITIES * 

Houston 

Dallas 

San Antonio 1/ 

Fort Worth 

El PaST" 

~.ustin 

Corpus Christi 

Lubbock 

Amarillo 

Beaumont 

Wichita Falls 

Irving 

Waco 

Arlington 

Abilene 

Pasadena 

Garland 

Odessa 

Laredo 

San Angelo 

TABLE 3.2 

1965 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

G 
yes 

G 
yes 

G 
yes 

REPORTING OF ~RREST STATISTICS TO THE 
FBI BY THE 20 LARGEST CITIES* IN TEXAS 
FROM 1965 THROUGH 1972 

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

. 
yes yes yes yes yes 

I 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes .yes yes yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes G (2) yes yes 

yes yes yet; yes yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes e G e yes 

yes yes yes yes yes 

yes e G G G G G yes yes yes yes I yes 
0 

*Based on the 1970 U.S. Census 
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1971 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

e 
yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

G 
yes 

,'r 
)1 
j 

1972 " 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 
, 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

G 
yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

e 
yes 
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