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Call toll-free 800-732-3277 to order BJS
reports, to be added to one of the BJS
mailing lists, or to speak to a reference
specialist in statistics at the Bureau of
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse,

P.0. Box 179, Annapolis Junction, MD
20701-0179; or fax orders to 410-792-
4358, For drugs and crime data, call the
Drugs & Crime Clearinghouse, 1600
Research Blvd., Rockville, MD 20850,
toll-free 800-666-3332.

BJS maintains these mailing lists:
« Law enforcement reports

» Federal statistics

« Drugs and crime data

« Justice expenditure and employment
« Privacy and security of criminal histories
and criminal justice information policy
» BJS bulletins and special reports

« State felony courts

» Corrections

« National Crime Victimization Survey
s Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annuat)

Single copies of reports are free; use fitle
and NCJ number to order. Postage and
handling are charged for bulk orders
of single reports. For single copies of
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free;
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
librarles call for special rates,

Public-use tapes, disks, and CD-ROM's
of BJS data sets and other criminal justice
data are available from the National
Archive of Criminal Justice Data (formerly
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, Ml
48106 (toll-free 800-999-0960).

National Crime Victimization
Survey

NCVS redesign:
Press release, NCJ-151169, 10/94
Fact sheet, NCJ-151170, 10/94
Questions and answers, NCJ-151171, 10/94
Technical background, NCJ-151172, 10/94
Criminal victimization in the U.S.:
1973-92 trends, NCJ-147006, 8/94
1992 (final), NCJ-145125, 4/94
Viclence against women, NCJ-145325, 1/94
Highlights from 20 years of surveying crime
victims: 1973-92, NCJ-144525, 10/93
Crime and older Americans Information
package, NCJ-140091, 4/93, $15
Crime victimization in city, suburban,
and rural areas, NCJ-135943, 6/92
School crime; NCJ-131645, 9/91
Teenage victims, NCJ-128129, 5/91
The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform
Crime Reports & NCS, NCJ-122705, 4/90
Victimization and fear of crime: World
perspectives, NCJ-93872, 1/85, $9.15
The National Crime Survey: Working papers,
Vol, |, History, NCJ-75374, 8/82
Vol ll, Methodology, NCJ-90307, 1/85,$9.20

BJS selected findings

Violence between Intimates: Domestic
violence, NCJ-149259, 11/94

Violent crime, NCJ-147486, 4/94

Elderly crime victims, NCJ-147186, 3/94

BJS crime data briefs

Young black male victims, NCJ-147004,
12/94

Violence and theft in the workplace,
NCJ-148198, 7/94

Child rape victims, 1992, NCJ-147001, 6/94

Crime and neighborheods, NCJ-147005,6/94

Guns and crlme: Handgun victimization,
firearm self-defense, and firearm theft,
NCJ-147003, 5/94

Carjacking, NCJ-147002, 3/94

Costs of crime to victims, NCJ-145865,2/94

BJS bulletins and special reports

Criminal victimization 1992, NCJ-1447786,
11/93

Crime and the Nation's households, 1982,
NCJ-143288, 9/33

Black victims, NCJ-122562, 4/90

Hispanic victims, NCJ-120507, 1/90

Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-109978, 3/88

Robbery victims, NCJ-104638, 4/87

Corrections

BJS bul'stins and special reports

HIV in prisons and jalls, 1993, NCJ- 152765,
5/95

Jail inmates, 1993-94, NCJ-151651, 5/95

Capital punishment 1993, NCJ 150042,
12/94

Prisoners in 1993, NCJ-147¢36, 6/94

Women in prison, NCJ-145321, 3/94

HIV in U.S. prisons and jails, NCJ-143292,
9/93

Drug enforcement and treatment
in prisons, 1990, NCJ-134724, 7/92

Violent State prisoners and their victims,
NCJ-124133, 7/90

Prison rule violators, NCJ-120344, 12/89

Recidivism of prisoners released in 1983,
NCJ-116261, 4/89 ’

Drug use and crime: State prison Inmate
survey, 1986, NCJ-111840, 7/88

Time served in prison and on parole,
1984, NCJ-108544, 12/87

Prison sentences and time served for
violence {BJS selected findings),
NCJ-153858, 4/95

Correctional populations in the U.S.:
1992, NCJ-146413, 1/95
1991, NCJ-142729, 8/93

Prisoners at midyear 1994 (press release),
NCJ-151168, 10/94

Comparing Federal and State prison
inmates, 1991, NCJ-145864, 10/94

Prefile of inmates in the U.S, and in England
and Wales, 1991, NCJ-145863, 10/94

National Corrections Reporting Program:
1992, NCJ-145862, 10/94
1991, NCJ-145861, 2/94

Survey of State prison Inmates, 1991,
NCJ-136949, 5/93

Census of State and Federal correctional
facilities, 1990, NCJ-137003, 6/92

State and Federal institutions, 1926-86:
Race of prisoners admitted, NCJ-125618,

6/91
Historical statistics on prisoners,
NCJ-111098, 6/88

Census of jails and survey
of jail inmates

B.S bullstins and special reports

Jall inmates, 1992, NCJ-143284, 8/33

Drunk driving: 1989 Survey of Inmates
of Local Jails, NCJ-134728, 9/92

Women in jail, 1989, NCJ-134732, 3/92

Drugs and jail Inmates, NCJ-1308386, 8/91

Profile of jail inmates, 1989,
NCJ-129097, 4/31

Population density in local jails, 1988,
NCJ-122299, 3/90

Census of local jals, 1988;
Summary and methodology, vol. |,
NCJ-127992, 3/91
Data for individual Jalls In the Northeast,
Midwest, South, West, vols, {I-V,
NCJ-130759-130762, 9/91
Census of local jails, 1983; Selected
findings, vol. V, NCJ-112795, 11/88

Probation and parole

BJS bulletins and special reports
Probation and parole:
1993 (press relsase), NCJ-149730, 9/94
1992, NCJ-146412, 9/94

Juvenile corrections

Chiidren in custody: Census of public and
private juvenile detention, correctional,

and shelter facilitles, 1975-85, NCJ-114065,

6/89
Survey of youth in custody, 1987 (special
raport), NCJ-113368, 9/88

Expenditure and empioyment

Justice expenditure and employment:
1890 {BJS bulletin), NCJ-135777, 9/62
1988 (full report), NCJ-125619, 8/91

Justice variable pass-through data, 1990;
Anti-drug abuse formula grants (BJS
technical report), NCJ-133018, 3/92

Drugs and crime

State drug resources: 1984 national
directory, NCJ-147706, 10/94

Drugs and crime facts, 1993, NCJ-146246, 8/94

Drugs, crime, and the justice system:
A national report, NCJ-133652, 5/93
Technlcal appendix, NCJ-138578, 6/93
Catalog of selected Federal publications
on illegal drug and alcoho! abuse,
NCJ-139562, 6/93

Courts

BJS bullstins

Felony sentences in State courts;
1992, NCJ-151167, 1/95
1990, NCJ-140188, 3/93

Felony sentences in the U.S., 1990,
NCJ-148077, 10/94

Pretrial release of felony defendants
1992, NCJ-148818, 11/94

Prosecutors in State courts
1992, NCJ-145319, 12/93
1990, NCJ-134500, 3/92

Criminal defense for the poor, 1986,
NCJ-112919, 9/88

BJS special reports

Tort cases in large counties: Civil Justice
Survey of State Courts, 1992,
NCJ-153177, 4/95

Murder In families, NCJ-143498, 7/94

Murder in large urban counties, 1988,
NCJ-140614, 3/93

Recidivism of felons on probation,
1986-89, NCJ-134177, 2/92

State court organization, 1993, NCJ-148346,
2/95

Felony defendants in large urban counties:
National Pretrial Reporting Program
1992, NCJ-148826, 5/95
1990, NCJ-141872, 5/93
1988, NCJ-122385, 4/90

National Judicial Reporting Program
1990, NCJ-145323, 12/93
1988, NCJ-135945, 1/93

Felons sentenced to probation in State
courts, 1986, NCJ-124944, 11/90

Felony laws of 50 States and the District of
Columbia, 1986, NCJ-105066, 2/88, $14.60

State court mode! statistical dictionary:
Supplement, NCJ-98326, 9/85
1st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80, $10.60

Criminal history records

Survey of eriminal history information
systems, 1993, NCJ-148951, 1/95
Compendium of State privacy and security
legislation:
1994 overview, NCJ-151262, 1/95
1994 full report (1,500pp, microfiche $2,
hard copy, NCJ-151623, $184), 1/95
National Criminal History Improvement
Program announcement, NCJ-151173, 12/94
Use and management of criminal history
record information: A comprehensive
report, NCJ-143501, 11/93
Report of the National Task Force on
Criminal History Record Disposition
Reporting, NCJ-135838, 6/92
Attorney General's program for improving
the Nation's criminal history records:
Identifying felons who attempt to
purchase firearms, NCJ-144393, 10/89
Identifying persons, other than felons,
who attempt to purchase firearms,
NCJ-123050, /90, $9.90
Assessing completeness and accuracy
of criminal history record information:
Audit guide, NCJ-133651, 2/92
Forensic DNA analysis: Issues,
NC.J-128567, 6/91
Statutes requiring use of criminal history
recard information, NCJ-120896, 6/91
Original records of entry, NCJ-125628, 1/81
Strategles for improving data quality,
NCJ-115339, 5/89
Public access to criminal history record
information, NCJ-111458, 11/88
Juvenile records and recordkeeping
systems, NCJ-112815, 11/88
Automated fingerprint identification
systems: Technology and policy issues,
NCJ-104342, 4/87
Criminal justice “hot" files, NCJ-101850, 12/86
Expert withess manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81,
$11.50

BJS/SEARCH conference proceedings:

Natlonal conference on criminal history
record information: Brady and beyond,
NCJ-151263, 1/95

Natlonal conference on criminal justice
bulletin board systems, NCJ-145327,
2/94

National conference on improving the
quality of eriminal history Information,
NCJ-133532, 2/92

Criminal justice in the 1990's: The future
of information management,
NCJ-121697, 5/90, $7.70

Juvenile and aduit records; One system,
one record? NCJ-114947, 1/90

Open vs. confidential records,
NCJ-113560, 1/88, $7.70

Law enforcement

Law Enforcement Management and Adminis-
trative Statistics, 1990: Data for individual
agencies with 100 or more officers,
NCJ-134436, 8/92

Incident-Based Reporting System (IBRS):
Demonstrating the operational utility of
Incident-based data for local crime
analysis: Tacoma, Wash,, and New
Bedford, Mass., NCJ-145860, 6/94

Using National IBRS data to analyze violent
crime {Technical Report), NCJ-144785, 11/23

BJS bulletins and special reports

Federal iaw enforcement officers, 1993,
NCJ-1611866, 12/94

Census of State and Jocal law enforcement
agencies 1992, NCJ-142972, 7/93

Drug enforcement by police and sheriffs'
departmants, 1990, NCJ-134505, 5/92

State and local police departments, 1990,
NCJ-133284, 2/92

Sherif{s' departments, 1990, NCJ-133283,
2/92

Police departments In large cities, 1987,
NCJ-119220, 8/89

Profile of State and local law enforcement
agencies, 1987, NCJ-113949, 3/89

Federal justice statistics

Federal drug case processing, 1985-91, with
preliminary data for 1992, NCJ-144392, 3/94

Federal criminal case processing, 1982-91,
with preliminary data for 1982,
NCJ-144526, 11/93

Compendium of Federal justice statistics:
1990, NCJ-143499, 9/93

Federal offenses and offenders

BJS builletins and special reports

Pretrial release of Federal felony
defendants, 1990, NCJ-145322, 2/94

Prosecuting criminal enterprises,
NCJ-142524, 11/93

Federal sentencing in transition, 1986-90,
NCJ-134727, 6/92

Immigration offenses, NCJ-124546, 8/90

General

BJS bullstins and special reports
Tracking offenders, 1990, NCJ-148200, 7/94
BJS telephone contacts, '94, NCJ-143707,
11/93

BJS discussion papers:

Chatlenging the conditions of prisons and
jalls: A report on Section 1983 litigation,
NCJ-151652, 2/35

Sentencing in the Federal courts: Does
race matter? The transition to
sentencing guidelines, 1985-90

Summary, NCJ-145332, 12/93
Full report, NCJ-145328, 12/93, $5

Performance measures for the criminal
justice system: Papers from the BJS-
Princeton Project, NCJ-143505, 10/93

Local prosecution of organized crime:
Use of State RICO statutes, NCJ-143502,
10/93

Felony sentencing and Jall characteristics,
NCJ-142523, 8/23

Sourcebook of criminal Justice statistics,
1993, NCJ-148211, 9/94, $6
1992, NCJ-143496, 9/93, $6
Enhancing capacities and confronting
controversies In criminal justice:
Proceedings of a BJS/JRSA conference,
NCJ-145318, 8/94
BJS FY 1994 program plan, NCJ-148138, 6/94
Firearms and crimes of violence: Selected
findings, NCJ-146844, 2/94
Directory of automated criminal justice
information systems, 1993: Vol. 1, Law
enforcement, NCJ-142645,9/93, $5
Vaol. 2, Corrections, counts, probation/
parole, prosecution, NCJ-142646, 9/93, $4
Publications of BJS, 1985-89:
Microfiche library, PRO30014, 5/90, $180
Bibliography, TBO30013, 5/90, $17.50
Publications of BJS, 1971-84:
Microfiche library, PRO30012, 10/86, $203
Bibliography, TBO30012, 10/86, $17.50
Report to the Nation on crime and justice:
Second edition, NCJ-105506, 6/88
Technical appendix, NCJ-112011, 8/88, $8.49
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Preface

The Department of Justice has disseminated machine-readable data files of its statistical series since the mid-
1970's. This function is carried out by the Bureau of Justice Statistics through its National Archive of
Criminal Justice Data (NACJD) project, currently operated for BJS by the Inter-university Consortium for
Political and Social Research (ICPSR) in Ann Arbor, Michigan. This project acquires, processes, and
disseminates files for data series that are useful for studying criminal justice system issues, whether
sponsored by BJS or other sources. The Archive staff also answers questions from researchers and other
members of the public on methods for accessing and processing data. NACJD helps acquaint the potential
user community with Archive services by attending professional meetings and by publishing newsletters
semiannually and a catalog of holdings annually. In addition, the Archive offers a month-long seminar each
summer on use and analysis of BJS data files.

When this project arrived at ICPSR more than fifteen years ago, users were largely academic researchers, BJS
staff, and a few other analysts in public or private settings. Data were transported and analyzed almost
exclusively with 9-track tapes on mainframe computers. The environment in which analysts work today is
dramatically different. Powerful PC's and workstations have become commonplace, as has data
dissemination by diskette, CD-ROM, and file transfer protocols (ftp). The maturation of the Internet has also
enabled users to access data from virtuaily any computer platform. Taken together, these developments
create new opportunities for analysts to utilize BJS data to inform research, policy formation, and media
discussions. Af the same time, this potential creates new challenges for BJS to adapt its data dissemination
practices.

BJS is attempting to develop a comprehensive strategy to address the data dissemination nesds of users over
approximately the next 5 years. To inform our planning, I sought to obtain the best advice on users' needs,
technical opportunities and challenges, data management practices, and interfaces to other BJS products such
as publications. To this end, I convened the Task Force on Future Directions for the National Archive of
Criminal Justice Data in March and April, 1995. Task Force members (listed in Appendix III) were drawn
from a variety of backgrounds, including data collection, production, and analysis at both the Federal and
State levels, and academic research. Task Force meetings were also attended by BJS and ICPSR staff and
several "resource” participants who had substantial expertise in working with archived data or data archiving
projects.

The Task Force was assembled and conducted its work under a tight time frame, and I am grateful to its
members for rearranging their schedules to accommodate this important program review. I especially want to
thank Victoria Schneider Lake for her dedication to the Archive over the years and her willingness to serve as
chair of the Task Force. This document is a reflection of her insights and those of all the participants in this
project. The report will be reviewed carefully by the BJS and Archive staff and will be an important resource
for our efforts to chart BJS's data dissemination activities for the remainder of this millennium and beyond.

Jan M. Chaiken, Ph.D.
Director
Bureau of Justice Statistics
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Future Directions for the
National Archive
of Criminal Justice Data

Conclusions of the Task Force

Introduction

The Task Force on Future Directions for the
National Archive of Criminal Justice Data was
formed by the Bureau of Justice Statistics in early
1995, meeting twice in Washington and once in Ann
Arbor, During the third and final meeting, the Task
Force agreed on a set of evaluations for the Bureau
of Justice Statistics on maintenance and distribution
of data, data processing, types of data for inclusion
in the Archive, and expanding the archive's user base
and services. The conclusions of the Task Force are
stated in italics followed by background information.

1. Maintenance and Distribution of BJS Data

A. By the end of calendar year 1995, all data and
machine-readable documentation of the following
kinds should be made available via the Internet as
the initial and primary mechanism for distribution
to the public.

1. data collected by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics

2. data sent to the Archive via the Bureau of
Justice Statistics

3. other Federal criminal justice and civil justice
datasets that are sent to the Archive

(No distinction is made here between ICPSR
members and nonmembers.)

The Task Force discussed the variety of media for
storage and dissemination of data, with the
conclusion that data made available via the Internet
should be a priority for BIS. During the first and
second meetings, Task Force members expressed
concern over the present ICPSR official

representative (OR) and membership system.
Members concurred that these systems limit access
to criminal justice data. Many potential users of
criminal justice data are located at institutions that
are not ICPSR members, public, or private agencies.
Having criminal justice data available via the
Internet promotes accessibility for all potential users.

The Task Force discussed the kinds of data that
should be included under the auspices of the Bureau
of Justice Statistics. The Task Force concluded that
the three kinds listed above should be considered
BJS data. The National Institute of Justice (N1J)
participated in a resource capacity in the meetings of
the Task Force. The Task Force also supports the
idea that data collected through funding of the
National Institute of Justice (NIJ) should be made
available via the Internet, but recognizes that NIJ
would require some mechanism for selecting datasets
to be made available in this way. The Task Force
did not address questions related to data from the
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention (OJJDP) because of a lack of
representation at the Task Force meetings.

B. The Bureau of Justice Statistics should set and
announce reasonable time goals for the collection,
processing, and release of BJS data, BJS should
consider the public release of data provided by
specific jurisdictions if they are of acceptable
quality and fully documented, prior to the
availability of data for all jurisdictions in the
series.

BJS should initiate a study or monitor the dates of:
1. the decision to fund a data collection

2. the collection of data ,

3. the delivery of documented data to BJS

Conclusions of the Task Force 1




4. the delivery of documentation and data to the
archive
5. the release of data to the public
6. the analysis of data by users
The Task Force discussed the appearance of delays
in the availability of BJS data to the public. Task
Force members expressed the need for established
and announced timetables for the collection,
processing, and release of BJS data. The timetable
should be published in print and electronic media. In
addition, Task Force members believed it would be
useful for BJS to consider a study of the key dates in
the "lifetime" of a data collection. To date, there has
never been a systematic study of the progression of a
data collection from the decision to fund to the
analysis of data by the public.

Several Task Force members felt that collections
with data provided by specific jurisdictions lend
themselves to release by jurisdiction before the
availability of data for all jurisdictions in the series.
Again, the issue was perceived delays in public
release of data by the Archive. Archive and BJS
staff members expressed concern over this
conclusion and felt that very few collections would
fall into this category, but agreed to pursue the
investigation of such datasets.

C. All BJS data should be made available to the
public in at least one alternative medium other
than via the Internet: CD-ROM, 9-track tape,
cartridge, and/or diskette, with policies consistent
with OMB circular A-120.

Having all BIS data available to the public via the
Internet provides easy accessibility for a large
proportion of potential users. Others with limited or
no access to the Intemet, however, may require one
or more of the alternate media. Several Task Force
members and Resource Invitees mentioned that
ICPSR's past pricing structure for individuals at
nonmember institutions, and public and private
agencies would violate OMB circular A-120,
because data prices quoted by ICPSR exceeded
reproduction costs. OMB circular A-120 states that
government-produced or sponsored data can only be

sold at prices that cover reproduction costs. The
Task Force concluded that pricing of any BJS data
on CD-ROM, 9-track tape, cartridge, or diskette by
the Archive should follow policies consistent with
the OMB circular A-120. Members of the Task
Force want BJS data to be utilized by a large
community of researchers, policy analysts, legal
analysts, and others not at traditional large research
universities. ICPSR staff attending the Task Force
meetings confirmed that this was their intent, as
detailed in a proposal to BJS that was made
available for inspection by Task Force members,

1. BJS should encourage the archive to utilize
present equipment for producing user-defined
custom CD-ROM's. The equipment and
procedures necessary to do this are currently
available through ICPSR. This capacity needs
to be advertised and marketed.

During the second Task Force meeting in Ann
Arbor, Archive staff provided a demonstration of
custom CD-ROM production. The Task Force urges
BIJS to have the Archive take advantage of the
present equipment, advertise and market the
capabilities, and meet user demands for various BJS
data collections on CD-ROM.

2. BJSshould, from time to time, create thematic
or topical CD-ROM's that are mass produced
and available to the public.

The Tazk Force does not believe that all BJS data
collections should be placed routinely on CD-ROM
for distribution. The Archive expressed concern that
placing all BJS data on CD-ROM would result in
merely "bit-dumps" of data. The Task Force does
acknowledge the value of having mass- produced
thematic or topical CD-ROM's. The Task Force
learned from the proposal for the interagency
agreement between BJS and ICPSR that three topical
CD-ROM's have been planned: Drugs and Crime
Data, National Corrections Reporting Program,
1983-1992, and an update of the Crime and Justice
Data CD-ROM. The Task Force urges BJS and the
Archive to pursue such topical CD-ROM's for mass
distribution.
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3. BJS topical CD-ROM's should be routinely
sent to Federal depository libraries of which
there are approximatel 1,000. The Task Force
alerts BJS staff to the Federal regulations
surrounding Federal depository libraries.

By using the Federal depository library program as a
distribution mechanism, BJS has the opportunity to
reach potential users at smaller academic institutions
and public or private agencies. Federal depository
libraries have regulations governing their
designation, and BJS should investigate the extent to
which data on CD-ROM would be an attractive
addition for the library and the number of potential
users reached through this distribution mechanism.,

4. BJS data, with explore-and-extract software,
should be placed on the Internet's World Wide
Web. BJS staff should prioritize the order of
datasets for this project. A Homepage for the
National Archive of Criminal Justice Data
should be developed. BJS should obtain the
most cost effective and technologically sound
Internet services to disseminate not only
research and statistical data but also all BJS
reports, tables, and products. Once the
explore-and-extract software is perfected, it
should accompany BJS data on other media,
especially CD-ROM.

The idea of a BJS Homepage and an Archive
Homepage on the Internet World Wide Web was
discussed at both the first and second meetings of the
Task Force. Although the costs involved were not
explored, the Task Force felt the use of BIS data will
be enhanced tremendously with the explore-and-
extract scftware and with availability on the Internet.
The Task Force viewed with great interest the
demonstration of the Census Bureau World Wide
Web Homepage and urges BJS to pursue similar
activities.

II. Data Processing
A. The Archive should develop written

specifications of preferred formats for data
producers to utilize in preparing machine-readable

data and documentction files for archiving
purposes.

B. BJS should require that its data producers send
machine-readable data and documentation files to
the Archive in the preferred formats.

During the second meeting, the Task Force learned
that the Archive received data and documentation
from producers in a variety cf formats, thus
increasing the length of time for processing. The
Handbook on Technical Standards for Machine-
Readable Data was written approximately 15 years
ago when the primary and only medium for data
storage and dissemination was the 9-track magnetic
tape. It is important that the handbook be updated in
a timely fashion. In addition, the handbook should
specify preferred formats for computer-readable data
and documentation. BJS should require its data
producers to follow these preferred format for
archival purposes.

C. BJS should request that only certain data files
Jrom the Bureau of the Census Governments
Division and the first years of the redesigned
National Crime Victimization Survey be processed
to the intensive level as described by the Archive.
All other BJS data collections should be processed
according to routine processing standards.

During the second meeting of the Task Force in Ann
Arbor, Archive staff conducted a demonstration of
routine and intensive processing steps employed for
collections at ICPSR. The Task Force learned that
routine processing included such steps as identifying
and masking any confidential identifiers, verifying
the record layout, creation of SPSS and SAS data
definition statements, updating the machine-readable
documentation, and creating a descriptive abstract.
Intensive processing was defined as all routine
processing steps with the addition of correcting
undocumented codes, converting character variables
to numeric variables, standardizing missing data
codes, checks of consistency among skip patterns
where appropriate, and creating standard
machine-readable documentation. This
documentation includes an introductory section,
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variable description list, codebook body with
variable attributes and full-question text, and
secondary appendix materials. The Task Force
questioned BJS and Archive staff on the utility of
continuing to process all BJS data collections to the
intensive processing level. BJS staff informed the
Task Force that the Archive encountered few
consistency check problems, character variables, or
undocumented codes with many data collections
produced by the Bureau of the Census. The Task
Force concluded that it would be useful for BJS to
consider having certain collections processed to the
intensive level as described by the Archive.

D. BJS should explore the costs and benefits
associated with creating variable-level searchable
indexes for BJS data collections.

Task Force members were particularly interested in
being able to search the BJS data collections on a
variable level. Variable-level searchable indexes
allow users to better find data collections that answer
specific research questions. The Task Force
requested that BJS investigate the use of the askSam
software as well as other developed software that
may be modified for use with the BJS collections.

III. Expanding Archive Holdings

A. BJS should focus expansion of archival
holdings on the following types of data. These are
listed in priority order.

1. State and local data. State and local data
collected through the State Statistical Analysis
Centers (SAC's).

2. Federal data. To fill the gaps in data on crime
and criminal justice, Task Force members
believed that it would be useful for BJS to make
inquiries with Federal agencies that may have
Sully documented machine-readable data and
documentation on criminal justice behavior.
This list should include but not be limited to
the Department of Justice (Attorney General's
Report on Federal Cases Prosecuted) and its
Immigration and Naturalization Service, the

Department of Defense, the Department of the
Interior and its Bureau of Indian Affairs, and
the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts.

3. International Data. The Archive or BJS staff
should make contacts with international
archives to inquire about datasets available to
the Bureau of Justice Statistics. BJS should:

a. establish linkages with the United Nations
Criminal Justice Information Network
(UNCJIN) World Wide Web Homepage

b. acquire international data that are
unavailable to NACJD, as appropriate

c. establish connections and publicize data
links that would allow users to download
international data directly without NACJD
as an intermediary.

The first goal of the Task Force was to investigate
the gaps in and needs for data collections that are
absent from the holdings in the Archive. The Task
Force spent a great deal of time during the first and
some of the second meetings in discussion of data
needs. The first priority for expansion of Archival
holdings is State Statistical Analysis Center (SAC)
data. Currently, the Archive has very little SAC
data. The major collection received in the past from
the SAC's was the Offender Based Transaction
Statistics Data. The Archive and BJS need to work
with the SAC's to develop an inventory of data
collections for possible inclusion in the Archive, A
systematic attempt should be made by both BJS and
the Archive to obtain and make available for public
release these collections,

The second priority area for expansion of Archival
holdings is other Federal criminal-justice-related
data collections. There was discussion on the ability
of BJS to collaborate with-other Federal agencies to
obtain criminal-justice data for inclusion in the
Archive. Many Federal agencies collect criminal
Jjustice and criminal behavior-related collections, but
few are fully documented or in a machine-readable
format that is suitable for archival purposes.
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However, the Task Force felt it was important for
BIJS to pursue relationships with other Federal
agencies to obtain additional data for the Archive.

The third priority area was international data.
Participants mentioned lack of international criminal
justice data in the Archive several times during the
roundtable discussion at the first meeting. A report
indicated that, in response to a recommendation from
the then National Advisory Board, the Archive had
attempted to obtain a large volume of international
data in the late 1980's, The International
Victimization Survey, 1988 and the British Crime
Surveys were the only two collections obtained
through this process. In many European countries
laws forbid the redistribution of data to Archives in
other countries. Data may be given to individual
researchers in other counties but not to other
Archives. The Task Force discussed tnis and
decided that BJS should make a renewed attempt to
obtain international data. The Archive reported that
relationships with the international archives had
changed over the past 5 years, and that they might be
more receptive to helping us in obtaining data. BJS

- ;50 reported their current work with Internet
activities abroad. The Task Force concluded that it
would be useful for BJS to continue its efforts to
develop international linkages on the Internet, as well
as activities toward obtaining international data for
the Archive.

IV. Expanding the User Base and Services

A. BJS should attempt to improve access and
usability of data and documentation for the media
and electronically challenged communities. BJS
should explore the following options:

1. A specific workshop directed to media
organizations that focuses on secondary
analysis, machine-readable data, and
interpretation of results using BJS data. The
workshop would focus on news organizations
that had operational data analysis capabilities,
i.e., those that had data bases and staff who
could manipulate them.

2. A special handbook on BJS, its mission, data
collection efforts, relationships with the State
Statistical Analysis Centers, and the like would
be available in paper copy for journalists,
schools of journalism, and others. The
handbook would also be available in hypertext
form on the BJS Homepage.

3. A general workshop for representatives of
media organizations that focuses on BJS, data,
publications, the Homepage, Archival
holdings, and a general overview of the
agency. There was discussion of BJS exploring
the feasibility of doing this workshop as a 1- or
2-day event in the 50 largest cities in the
United States.

The use of BJS data by media organizations was
discussed at both the first and second meetings of the
Task Force. Several Task Force members and
"resource” participants had experience dealing with
media organizations and their search for statistics
and information. The Task Force felt the use of
crime and criminal justice data by the media would
only increase in the future. It was felt that many
journalists do not have the social science research
background necessary to understand the limitations
and uses of BJS data. The two workshops and
handbook mentioned above represent strategies for
BJS to educate media organizations on use of BJS
data.

The second population of growing users of BJS data
was identified by the Task Force as those that are
"electronically challenged." These are individuals
not skilled in the use of computers. The above
options are also designed to assist this population of
users learn more about BJS and the use of
computer-readable data collections.

4. BJS should continue to make available in
paper copy the Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics. The Task Force concluded that it
would be useful for BJS to explore an alternate
electronic medium for the Sourcebook such as
in hypertext form on a Homepage. One idea
was to provide a table of contents that would
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allow users to "click" on a certain table and
learn its data source(s). Users would also be
directed to the latest version of the source
table (possibly stored elsewhere.)

There was interest expressed by Task Force
members for making the Sourcebook available in
electronic form via the Internet World Wide Web.
BJS staff assured the Task Force the Sourcebook
would continue to be made available in paper form.
The Task Force urges BJS to consider an electronic
medium also for the Sourcebook.

5. BJS should initiate a project to make available
analysts specially trained in particular BJS
datasets who would be available to do quick
analyses for the media. The analysis requests
would go through BJS staff; and results would
be sent to BJS staff for distribution to the
requesting party.

The Task Force discussed the role of BJS and
Archive staff in responding to queries from media
organizations. Currently, BJS staff responds to
many requests from media organizations and
occasionally does quick analyses for them. NACID
staff does few, if any, such analyses. Archive staff
refers media organizations either to BJS staff or the
Clearinghouse for information. BJS staff felt one
option for dealing with the media would be to have
Archive or other external staff specially trained in
specific data collections and available for quick
analyses. BJS staff reported to the Task Force that
they have limited time available for such activities.
Although external staff would be responsible for the

analyses performed in response to these requests, the
work would still originate with media requests to
BJS staff and then flow to the external analysis staff.

B. The Task Force concluded that hypertext links
should be created between BJS publications
disseminated electronically by the BJS
Clearinghouse and related data file documentation
disseminated by the Archive.

The Task Force did not feel the relationship between
the Archive and the Clearinghouse should be altered
in any major way. However, the utility of hypertext
links between BJS publications and data
documentation was recognized. NACJD should
create hypertext links from documentation to BJS
publications disseminated electronically by the
Clearinghouse, so that users may see how particular
data files have been used to produce BJS statistics
and analyses. Similarly, the Clearinghouse should
create such links to documentation for the data files
used to prepare a report, so that readers can see how
particular variables were constructed, decide whether
related data analyses are feasible, and learn how to
order data used in a report.

C. BJS should examine the utility of separating
versus aggregating the major activities involved in
providing data for public use, namely the
production, documentation, and dissemination of
data, and the provision of technical assistance and
training. BJS should also assess the benefits of
sole-source versus competitive procurement for
these activities.
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Appendix A

Background of the Task Force

The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) and the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research
(ICPSR) entered into discussions in late 1994 regarding their 1995 interagency agreement for the National
Archive of Criminal Justice Data. BJS requested that the ICPSR proposal provide for a Task Force to
convene meetings in early 1995. The purpose of the Task Force was to examine both the needs of the
potential users of BJS data and the capabilities of the National Archive of Criminal Justice program to meet
these needs. The ICPSR renewal proposal for the National Archive of Criminal Justice Data covering
January 1, 1995 through August 31, 1995 included the provision of a Task Force to include nine non-Federal
Government criminal justice data experts, social science researchers and users of data and data archive
technology, and representatives from Federal agencies nominated by BJS. The Task Force was scheduled to
meet three times, with one meeting held in Ann Arbor.

In late January 1995, BJS approached former Archival Assistant Director of ICPSR, Victoria Schneider
Lake, to chair the Task Force. She agreed to do so and with input from both BJS and ICPSR staff, eight
other members were recommended as well as four resource invitees. A list of Task Force members, resource
invitees, BJS representatives, and ICPSR representatives is attached with this report.

The Task Force had six goals or questions to address during its deliberations:

1.

4.

What would the ideal criminal justice archive look like?

This goal would address the general topic of what data the archive would present in what form to what
users. It should also address the issues of how to provide user-friendly cost recovery and user outreach.

What are the current user needs and the level of satisfaction with efforts to provide for these needs?
The task force should evaluate information currently collected to address these questions and the quality
of any ICPSR syntheses of this information provided to BJS for polic, decisions. The task force should
provide some vehicle for testimony from users on these questions, perhaps from recent Ph.D.'s wko
utilized archive data for their dissertations.

What are user needs likely to be for the next 5 years?
These should include an assessment of BJS needs, as well as those of external users.
How will the National Archive of Criminal Justice Data meet these needs?
This should include an evaluation of both archive processing and documentation, as well as an
assessment of proposals for new dissemination practices. Specifically, the task force should comment on

the desirability and feasibility of (1) the proposed transparent Internet link between the archive server and
the BJS server that would support a BJS gopher/World Wide Web Internet node, and (2) the utility of a
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library of periodically updated CD-ROM's. In this context, BJS should brief the task force on plans for
electronic dissemination of documents.

5. What changes can BJS make in data it supports that will facilitate archive processing and user
Sriendliness?

Do we want to emphasize flexibility in submitted formats at the expense of uniform standards? Are there
standards that will make submission more "user-friendly," and also facilitate processing by the archive?

6. Do current archive practices do an adequate job of providing user-friendly data and documentation?

Are data processed tco much or too little? Do users need more flexible documentation or will fewer
options suffice? In this context, it would be advisable to evaluate how several criminal justice data series,
varying in complexity, initial quality, need for special-purpose files, and data sources, are processed.
Some potential candidates are the National Crime Victimization Survey, the Uniform Crime Reporting
Program data, the Law Enforcement Management and Administrative Statistics data, and the
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts data,

The Task Force Chair, together with BJS staff, requested certain resource materials for Task Force members
to facilitate an understanding of ICPSR, its activities, and capabilities. Among the requested items were such
publications as the ICPSR Guide to Resources and Services, Data Available from the National Archive of
Criminal Justice Data, ICPSR Bulletins, and National Archive of Criminal Justice Data Newsletters.

The ICPSR staff also assembled a Resource Compendium for Task Force members. Included in the
Compendium were introductory documents such as the goals of the Task Force, list of participants, and list of
BIJS serial data collections. The Compendium also included a BJS codebook example, an optical scanned
codebook, examples of SPSS and SAS control cards, work flow and organization, list of supported data
formats, list of criminal justice collections in desktop formats, list of criminal justice outreach activities, list
of studies ordered during 1994, and information on future directions, including the 1995 ICPSR proposal to
BJS for criminal justice activities and information on ICPSR electronic services.
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Appendix B

Meeting Summaries

March 24, 1995: Washington, D.C.

The first meeting of the Task Force on Future Directions for the National Archive of Criminal Justice Data
was held in Washington on March 24, 1995, The meeting began with introductory remarks from Dr. Bruce
Taylor, BJS Project Monitor for the Archive. The Director of BJS, Dr. Jan Chaiken, described the purpose of
the National Archive of Criminal Justice Data and the purpose of the Task Force. The purpose of the
National Archive of Criminal Justice Data is to provide easy access to computer-readable data to generate
better information and understandings of crime and the criminal justice system. Task Force members were
asked to consider all criminal justice, crime, and legal data in their discussions of the future directions of the
Archive. The Task Force is designed to enhance BJS strategic planning for the Archive, and its deliberations
will be summarized for use by the Bureau of Justice Statistics in this regard.

Dr. Christopher S. Dunn, ICPSR Manager Crime and Justice Programs, gave an overview of the functions,
activities, and services provided by the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR)
and the National Archive of Criminal Justice Data. The mission of the ICPSR is to preserve social science
data, supply access to data, and provide informed use of data. The ICPSR and Criminal Justice Archive have
activities related to each component of their mission such as archival development, external relations, and
training. Specific tasks for each activity were detailed for Task Force members.

Dr. Dunn said that two major changes in social science computing have affected the Archive. The first is the
move from mainframe to desktop computing. The demands for data on desktop media have increased for the
Archive. The Archive is meeting these demands for desktop media with the production of data and
machine-readable documentation on diskette and CD-ROM. However, space limitations of desktop media
place the Archive at a disadvantage. It is not feasible to place many of the larger BJS data collections on
desktop media.

The second change in social science computing affecting the Archive is network computing. Presently,
network computing for the Archive consists of data files and machine-readable documentation on a local
server for individuals to access through the Internet. In the future the Archive is focusing on a front-end
system by which all crime and criminal justice data will be placed on the World Wide Web for users to access
via the Internet.

Task Force members and resource invitees spent the next several hours in a roundtable discussion on their
perspectives, experiences, and goals relating to the Archive, criminal justice data, and dissemination. The
following observations were made by individual Task Force members, not necessarily with endorsement from
any other members:

»  The production of data for submission to the Archive has grown easier over the years. Today, there is
potential for custom designing very large collections.

» The Archive should create more subsets for users.
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The Archive should increase the level of outreach at conferences, to include the American Psychological
Association and American Statistical Association.

A "cookbook" for sophisticated researchers who are unfamiliar with using secondary data should be
developed.

The Archive should move beyond the traditional academic community to policy analysts and more
community colleges.

The Archive needs to deal with the problem of users who order a particular data collection, and once it is
obtained, find it does not address their research question. The Archive needs to provide better direction
for users to data collections appropriate for their research questions.

The Archive needs a more formal, consistent procedure for receiving comments from individuals on the
use and problems of a particular data collection.

The Archive needs to study the time from 1) when data are collected for a study, 2) when the data are sent
to the Archive, 3) when the data were publicly released, and 4) when the data were analyzed.

The ICPSR is still a mainframe, Official Representative (OR), university-based organization. Many
academics find it so difficult to interact with their OR's that they would rather purchase the data. The
quality of OR varies from institution to institution. The ICPSR needs to provide a handbook for local
OR's on how to make data more readily available on their campus.

The ICPSR needs a database of principal investigators and their last known address and a bibliography
of published analyses that use archived data collections. The Archive needs a Directory of Data
Producers and Directory of Data Users.

The ICPSR needs to broaden their base of potential users around specialized user groups such as the
Homicide Research Working Group. These groups can give reactions to the use of various collections.

The Archive needs to prioritize the promotion of data collections. The high quality, high utility
collections should be promoted the most. The publications need to be more selective. They are difficult
to read and assimilate.

The speed at which major data collections are made available for public release is a concern for some
Task Force members.

Should the Archive offer custom data analysis on a fee-for-service basis? How would this activity be
coordinated with the National Criminal Justice Reference Service? What is the relationship between the
Archive and NCJRS? Should the Archive have more linkages with other agencies?

Concerning missing types of data from the Archive, there are many Federal agencies conducting criminal-
justice-related activities that possibly have machine-readable data that can be made available through the

Archive. There are gaps in international holdings, as well.

The Archive should promote subsets for use with research methods and statistics textbooks.
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 In the future the media will more frequently want access to machine-readable data. How will the Archive
deal on a systematic basis with media organizations?

The Task Force leamned during the roundtable discussion that BJS and the Archive have proposed an Internet
World Wide Web Homepage to include text documents and graphics from government reports using archived
data, tables from publications in spreadsheet form, and the underlying data.

The Archive responded to the roundtable discussion with four points. First, the Archive already produces
customized subfiles or subsets such as the National Crime Victimization Survey: National Sample of Rape
Victims. The question is not so much whether subsets should be produced but rather which additional
subsets should be prepared. Second, the ICPSR attends a number of social science conferences; however,
staff need to work on having more crime and criminal justice data introduced to the attendees. Third, the
Archive might want to consider working with professional associations and journal editorial staffs to require
that data used for a published paper be sent to the Archive. Fourth, the Archive needs more electronically
searchable options for the Data Available . . . publication.

During the remainder of the meeting the Task Force discussed the requirements for an ideal criminal justice
data archive.

April 3, 1995: Ann Arbor, Michigan

The second meeting of the Task Force on Future Directions for the National Archive of Criminal Justice Data
was held in Ann Arbor on April 3, 1995. This meeting was primarily devoted to Archive staff providing
information for Task Force members on data processing, maintenance and distribution, and technological
advances.

Archive staff presented information to define the user community and its requests for information. The user
community was defined as universities and small colleges, police departments, corrections departments,
non-criminal justice agencies, government agencies, private research and legal firms, private individuals, and
media organizations.

Archive staff explained the different means employed to interact with users. Users interact with Archive staff
primarily through the telephone, by either contacting the Archival Development or Member Services staff.
Since June 1993, the Archive has received 1,415 telephone calls for an average 3.4 calls per day and 74.8
calls per month. The number of calls per day ranges from 1 to 17. Incoming calls represent 70 percent of the
total, and outgoing 30 percent. Archive staff also interact with users through conference exhibits and e-mail
via the Internet.

Archive staff then focused on use of general archive holdings, as well as and crime and criminal
justice-related data. The three Archive-wide data collections most frequently ordered during calendar year
1994 were:

General Social Surveys, 1972-1993: [Cumulative File] -- 116 orders

Mortality Detail Piles, 1968-1991-- 62 orders
Monitoring the Future: A Continuing Study of the Lifestyle and Values of Youth, 1992 -- 28 orders
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General criminal justice-related collections that were frequently ordered through ICPSR included:

Executions in the United States, 1608- 1991: The ESPY File -- 17 orders
Federal Court Cases: Integrated Database, 1970-1991 -- 16 orders

Drug Use Forecasting in 24 Cities in the United States, 1987-1991-- 4/ orders
United States Supreme Court Judicial Database, 1953-1992 Terms -~ 33 orders

The five BJS data collections most commonly ordered by government agencies during calendar year 1994
were;

Recidivism Among Released Prisoners, 1983 -- 5 orders

Law Enforcement Management and Administrative Statistics, 1990 -- 4 orders
Murder Cases in 33 Large Urban Counties in the United States, 1988 -- 4 orders
Expenditure and Employment Data, 1988 and 1990 3 -- orders

Capital Punishment in the United States, 1973-1990 -- 3 orders

The five non-BJS criminal justice data collections most frequently ordered from government agencies during
calendar year 1994 were:

Evaluating Alternative Responses to Spouse Assault, 1987-1989 -- 14 orders

Exploring the House Burglar's Perspective, 1989-1990 -- 7 orders

Shock Incarceration in Louisiana, 1987-1989 -- 7 orders

Drug Use Forecasting in 24 Cities in the United States, 1987-1992 -- 7 orders
Implementation of Quantitative Decision Aids in the Oklahoma Probation and Parole System.
1989-1990 -- 6 orders

Archive staff reported that the Uniform Crime Reporting Program data and the National Crime Surveys:
National Samplc were overall the two most frequently ordered NACJD data collections. Other frequently
ordered BJS collections included Capital Punishment in the United States and Historical Statistics on
Prisoners in State and Federal Institutions.

Member Services of ICPSR reported that a fourth of the ICPSR holdings are crime and criminal justice data
collections. Over the past 5 years, orders for ICPSR data have increased. Data collections such as the
National Crime Victimization Surveys or Uniform Crime Reporting Program Data which are updated
annually, are ordered on a consistent basis. Although the orders for ICPSR have increased, the resources
devoted to Member Services have stayed the same. Task Force members asked questions about local
university-based archives and the information ICPSR has on redistribution of data on the local level.
Member services responded that their information was limited but that local archives may disappear when
network transfer of data to individuals becomes a reality.

The Task Force discussed the mechanisms ICPSR uses for feedback from users. The Organizational
Representative (OR) List Server allows users to share information about ICPSR from specific datasets to
courses in the summer program. One idea is to have List Servers for the major BJS data collections. (A list
server for the NCVS data was started as a result of the workshops on those data several years ago.) BJS staff
reported that they are always available to answer user questions.
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There was some discussion on how a user is to know whom to call for a particular question: the ICPSR, BJS,
or the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. Users have little clear direction for assistance with data
collections.

The Task Force turned to a discussion of the length of time to receive a dataset. ICPSR Members Services
reported that it tock 16.9 calendar days for a request to be filled. The time from data collection, to receipt by
ICPSR, processing time, and release time had not been fully researched.

Archive staff then presented a demonstration on data processing steps and codebook production. Staff
reported that data collections arrive at the Archive and are initially evaluated for Optical Character
Recognition (OCR) scanning and level of processing. The Data Library assigns a study number to the
collection, inventories all materials, creates two tape copies of the original machine-readable files, and
assembles all paper documentation in a numbered file. OCR scanned documentation is proofread and edited
by staff. Collections are either processed to the routine level or the intensive level. Staff reported that BJS
collections are processed to the intensive level. The steps included in both processing levels were described
for the Task Force,

After processing is complete the Archive has a quality control check in which another staff member checks
the collection for completeness and accuracy. The processed collections are turned over to the Data Library
for inventory and tape copy. Data collections are then made available to the public via the ICPSR Hotline
telephone num:ber, Consortium Data Network Ordering Capability, ICPSR Gopher and Homepage, quarterly
Bulletins, and annual Guide to Resources. Data are distributed on a variety of media, and staff provides user
service and support for collections.

Codebook production was explained to the Task Force as the most time-consurning component of processing.
Members referred to their Resource Compendium for an example of a codebook as sent to the Archive from
data producers and the final copy compiled by ICPSR. Archive staff reported that automated steps are used
to create standard ICPSR codebooks. A SAS program called PROGEN is used. The Task Force then saw a
computer demonstration of the automated steps.

The Task Force discussed having data and documentation standards for data producers. Archive staff
reported the wide variety of data and documentation files received that complicates the processing time and
thus delays the release time. SAS and SPSS system files from the Bureau of the Census would be the
preference for the Archive. Staff explained that ICPSR releases data in ASCII files.

After lunch the Task Force briefly met with Richard Rockwell, Executive Director of ICPSR. Then the group
went to the Institute for Social Research to view demonstrations of documentation scanning production,
custom CD-ROM production, diskette production, and file transfer via the Internet.

The final demonstration for Task Force members was of the prototype World Wide Web Homepage of the
U.S. Bureau of the Census. The Task Force had questions about the storage of data and machine-readable
documentation. Another question was about the subset capabilities. Can users subset the data via the
Internet and transfer only the subfile to their local computer?

The meeting ended in Ann Arbor with a short discussion on the changing user population for ICPSR data.

The role of media organizations as future users of data was discussed. BJS and the Archive might want to
consider routinely distributing the mass-produced CD-ROMs to Federal repository libraries.
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The Task Force also restated their concern for the Official Representative and membership school system
employed by ICPSR. The system limits the use of criminal justice data by the public because many potential
users are not working at ICPSR member schools.

The Task Force discussed the integration of data from State Statistical Analysis Centers and the national
incident-based reporting system for Uniform Crime Reporting Program Data called NIBRS into the Archive
holdings.

April 24, 1995: Washington, D.C.

The third and final meeting of the Task Force on Future Directions for the National Archive of Criminal
Justice Data was held in Washington on 24 April 1995. The primary purpose of the third meeting was for the
Task Force to review and approve evaluations and conclusions regarding archive services and user needs.

The conclusions section of this report is the product of this meeting.
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Bureau of Justice Statistics
reports, press releases, publication
lists, and other information on

BJS activities are available on the
improved National Criminal

Justice Reference Service Bulletin
Board System (NCJRS*BBS).

You can access the BBS
in two ways:

From your personal
computer and modem:
» Set at 8—N-1;
9600 baud rate.
« Call (301) 738-8895.
» From the main menu,
select the BJS option.

From the internet:

» Gopher 1o
ncjrs.aspensys.com 71.

» Select 6 for
NCJRS*BBS.

« Select 2 to connect to
the BBS.

« At the prompt, enter
“ncjrs.”

* You will then be
prompted for a
user iD and
password.

» From the main menu,
select the BJS option.

For more information
about the NCJRS*BBS,
call (800) 732-3277
or send an e-mail to
askncjrs@ncjrs.aspensys.com




New from the Bureau of Justice
Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS

Homicide Statistics
Information Package

Your one-stop source for homicide data!

The Homicide Statistics Information Package combines the data and research materials
you need all in one complete resource. By buying the package you will receive:

@ 10 important facts about homicide. @ Descriptions and contact information for
B The BJS reports Murder in Families; organizations that can provide further
Violence Between Intimates; Murder in assistance with homicide research.
Large Urban Counties, 1988; Violent B A topical literature search of the 30 most
Crime; and Young Black Male Victims. representative citations on homicide from
Selected statistical tables from some of the National Criminal Justice Reference
the Nation’s most popular data series: the Service (NCJRS) data base.
BJS Survey of State Prison Inmates, the B Alist of the State Statistical Analysis
1993 FBI Uniform Crime Reports, and Centers and Uniform Crime Reporting
vital statistics from the National Center for Programs in each State.
Health Statistics. B A list of homicide-related data sets

available from the Inter-University
Consortium for Political and Social

Research.
This information package is ideal for:
B Policymakers M Researchers
B Criminal justice professionals B Instructors
Media B Students

To order your information package TODAY,

Just fill out and fax this ad Bureau of Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS
to (410) 792—-4358—or mail to: PO. Box 179
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179
.. YES! Please send me the Homicide Statistics Information Package (NCJ 148462)
1 Payment of $23 enclosed . Check " Money Order (Make payable to NCJRS)
Please bill my: " NCJRS Deposit Account #

T VISA . MasterCard # Exp. date

Signature

.. Government Purchase Order # (Add $1.95 for processing)
Shipto: Name: Organization:

Address:
City, State, ZIP:
Telephone: ( )




Reserve your copy today!

National Judicial Reporting
Program, 1992

Detailed findings from the 1992 nationally
representative sampie survey of felons
convicted in State courts in 300 counties —
available in mid-1995

if you send in your order now!

Felony sentencing Felons convicted

Case processing

Number and demographic
characteristics of those
convicted

Offenses for which
defendants were convicted

Type and length of
sentences received The number of felons

sentenced to probation

Convictions by trial and
by guilty plea

Time required to process
felony cases

Notice of change
in distribution

O Yes! Send me 1 copy of NCJ-152696
National Judicial Reporting Program, 1992

pol Icy Name
Because of the increased cost of Organization
printing, postage, shipping, and Address

handling, BJS can no longer mail

City, State, ZIP

large documents without a specific
individual order. .

Daytime phone: ( )

Readers will continue to receive
Bulletins and Special Reports but
must order large final reports such
as National Judicial Reporting
Program, 1992 by using the order
form on this page.

P.C. Box 179

Fax to 410-792-4358 or mail to:

Bureau of Justice Statistics Clearinghouse

Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179




Bureau of Justice
Statistics reports
(Revised May 1995)

Call toll-free 800-732-3277 to order BJS
reports, to be added to one of the BJS
mailing lists, or to speak to a reference
specialist in statistics at the Bureau of
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse,

P.O. Box 179, Annapolis Junction, MD
20701-0179; or fax orders to 410-792-
4358. For drugs and crime data, call the
Drugs & Crime Clearinghouse, 1600
Research Blvd., Rockville, MD 20850,
toll-free 800-666-3332.

BJS maintains these mailing lists:
o Law enforcement reports

« Federal statistics

» Drugs and crime data

e Justice expenditure and employment
« Privacy and security of criminal histories
and criminal Justice information policy
« BJS bulletins and special reports

» State felony courts

« Corrections

o National Crime Victimization Survey
» Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)

Single coples of reports are free; use title
and NCJ number to order, Postage and
handiing are charged for bulk orders
of single reports. For single copies of
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free;
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
librarles call for special rates.

Public-use tapes, disks, and CD-ROM's

Corrections
B.JS bulletins and special reports

HIV in prisons and jalls, 1993, NCJ-152765,

5/95

Jail inmates, 1993-94, NCJ-151651, 5/95

Capital punishment 1993, NCJ 150042,
12/94

Prisoners in 1993, NCJ-147036, 6/94

Waomen in prison, NCJ-145321, 3/94

HIV In U.S. prisons and jails, NCJ-143292,
9/93

Drug enforcement and treatment
in ptisons, 1930, NCJ-134724, 7/92

Viclent State prisoners and thelr victims,
NCJ-124133, 7/90

Prison rule violators, NCJ-120344, 12/89

Recldivism of prisoners released in 1983,
NCJ-116261, 4/89

Drug use and crime: State prison inmate
survey, 1986, NCJ-111940, 7/88

Time served in prison and on parole,
1984, NCJ-108544, 12/87

Prison sentences and time served for
violence (BJS selected findings),
NCJ-153858, 4/95

Correctional populations in the U.S.:
1992, NCJ-146413, 1/95
1991, NCJ-142729, 8/93

Prisoners at midyear 1994 (press release),
NCJ-151168, 10/94

Comparing Federa! and State prison
inmates, 1991, NCJ-145864, 10/94

Profile of inmates in the U.S. and in England
and Wales, 1991, NCJ-145863, 10/94

National Corrections Reporting Program:
1992, NCJ-145862, 10/94
1991, NCJ-145861, 2/94

Survey of State prison inmates, 1991,
NCJ-136949, 5/93

Census of State and Federal correctional
tacilities, 1990, NCJ-137003, 6/92

of BJS data sets and other criminal justice State and Federal institutions, 1926-85:

data are available from the National
Archive of Criminal Justice Data (formerly
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI
48106 (toll-free 800-999-0960).

National Crime Victimization
Survey

NCVS redesign:
Press release, NCJ-151169, 10/94
Fact sheet, NCJ-151170, 10/94
Questions and answers, NCJ-151171, 10/94
Technical background, NCJ-151172, 10/34
Criminal victimization in the U.S.:
1973-92 trends, NCJ-147008, 8/94
1992 {finaf), NCJ-145125, 4/94
Violence against women, NCJ-145325, 1/94
Highlights from 20 years of surveying crime
victims: 1973-92, NCJ-144525, 10/93
Crime and ofder Americans information
package, NCJ-140091, 4/93, $15
Crime victimization In city, suburban,
and rural areas, NCJ-135943, 6/92
School crime, NCJ-131645, 9/91
Teenage victims, NCJ-128129, 5/91
The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform
Crime Reports & NCS, NCJ-122705, 4/90
Victimization and fear of crime: World
perspectives, NCJ-93872, 1/85, $9,15
The Natlonal Crime Survey: Working papers,
Vol. |, History, NCJ-75374, 8/82
Vol. Il, Methodology, NCJ-90307, 1/85,$9.90

BJS selected findings

Violence between intimates: Domestic
violence, NCJ-149259, 11/94

Violent crime, NCJ-147486, 4/94

Elderly crime victims, NCJ-147186, 3/94

BJS crime data briofs

Young black male victims, NCJ-147004,
12/94

Violence and theft in the workplace,
NCJ-148199, 7/94

Child rape victims, 1992, NC.J-147001, 6/94

Crime and neighborhoods, NCJ-147005,6/94

Guns and crime: Handgun victimization,
flrearm seif-defense, and firearm theft,
NCJ-147003, 5/94

Carjacking, NCJ-147002, 3/94

Costs of crime $o victims, NCJ-145865,2/94

BJS bulletins and special reports

Crlmllnal victimization 1892, NCJ-144776,
11/93

Crime and the Nation's households, 1992,
NCJ-143288, 9/93

Black victims, NCJ-122562, 4/90

Hispanlc victims, NGJ-120507, 1/90

Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-109978, 3/88

Robbery victims, NCJ-104638, 4/67

Race of prisoners admitted, NCJ-125618,
6/91

Historical statistics on prisoners,
NCJ-111098, 6/88

Census of jails and survey
of jail inmates

BJS bulletins and special reports

Jail inmates, 1992, NCJ-143284, 8/93

Drunk driving: 1989 Survey of Inmates
of Local Jails, NCJ-134728, 9/92

Women in jail, 1989, NCJ-134732, 3/92

Drugs and jail Inmates, NCJ-130836, 8/91

Profile of Jall iInmates, 1989,
NCJ-129097, 4/91

Population density in local Jails, 1988,
NCJ-122299, 3/30

Census of local jalls, 1988:
Summary and methodology, vol. |,
NCJ-127992, 3/91
Data for individual jails in the Northeast,
Midwest, South, West, vols, Il-V,
NCJ-130759-130762, 9/91
Census of local jalls, 1983: Selected
findings, vol. V, NCJ-112795, 11/88

Probation and parole

B.J8 bulletins and special reporls
Probation and parole:
1893 (press release), NCJ-149730, 9/94
19892, NCJ-146412, 9/94

Juvenile corrections

Children In custody: Census of public and
private juvenile detention, correctlional,

and shelter facilities, 1975-85, NCJ-114065,

6/89
Survey of yeuth In custody, 1987 (special
report), NCJ-113365, 9/88

Expenditure and employment

Justice expenditure and employment:
1990 (BJS bulletin}, NCJ-135777, 9/92
1988 (full report), NCJ-125619, 8/91

Justice variable pass-through data, 1950:
Anti-drug abuse formula grants (BJS
technical repart), NCJ-133018, 3/92

Drugs and crime

State drug resources: 1994 natlonat
directory, NCJ-147706, 10/94

Drugs and crime facts, 1993, NCJ-146246, 8/94

Drugs, crime, and the justice system:
A natlonal report, NCJ-133652, 5/93
Technical appendix, NCJ-139578, 6/93
Catalog of selected Federal publlcations
on lliegal drug and alcohol abusa,
NCJ-139562, 6/93

Courts

BJS bulletins

Felony sentences in State courts:
1992, NCJ-151167, 1/95
1990, NCJ-140186, 3/93

Felony sentences in the U.S,, 1980,
NCJ-149077, 10/94

Pretrial release of felony defendants
1992, NCJ-148818, 11/94

Prosecutors in State courts
1992, NCJ-145319, 12/93
1990, NCJ-134500, 3/92

Criminal defense for the poor, 198%,
NCJ-112919, 9/88

BJS special reports

Tort cases In large counties: Civil Justice
Survey of State Courts, 1992,
NCJ-153177, 4/95

Murder In familles, NCJ-143498, 7/94

Murder In large urban counties, 1988,
NCJ-140614, 3/93

Recidivism of felons on probation,
1986-89, NCJ-134177, 2/92

State court organization, 1993, NCJ-148346,
2/95

Felony defendants in large urban counties:
National Pretrial Reporting Program
1992, NCJ-148826, 5/95
1999, NCJ-141872, 5/93
1988, NCJ-122385, 4/90

National Judicial Reporting Program
1990, NCJ-145323, 12/93
1988, NCJ-135945, 1/93

Felons sentenced to probation in State
courts, 1986, NCJ-124944, 11/90

Felony laws of 50 States and the District of
Columbia, 1986, NCJ-105066, 2/88, $14.60

State court mods statistical dictionary:
Supplement, NCJ-98326, 9/85
1st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80, $10.60

Criminal history records

Survey of criminal history information
systems, 1993, NCJ-148951, 1/95
Compendium of State privacy and security
legislation:
1994 overview, NCJ-151262, 1/95
1994 full report (1,500pp, microfiche $2,
hard copy, NCJ-151623, $184), 1/95
Natlonal Criminal History Improvement

Program announcement, NCJ-151173, 12/94

Use and management of criminal history
record information: A comprehensive
report, NCJ-143501, 11/93

Report of the Natlonal Task Force on
Criminal History Record Disposition
Reporting, NCJ-135836, 6/92

Attorniey General's program for improving
the Nation's criminal history records:

Identitying felons who attempt to
purchase flrearms, NCJ-144393, 10/89

Identifying persons, other than felons,
who attempt to purchase firearms,
NCJ-123050, 3/90, $9.90

Assessing completeness and accuracy
of criminal history record information:
Audlt guide, NCJ-133651, 2/92

Forensic DNA analysis: issues,
NCJ-128567, 6/91

Statutes requiring use of criminal history
record Information, NCJ-129896, 6/91

Orlginal records of entry, NCJ-125626, 1/91

Strategies for improving data quality,
NCJ-115339, 5/89

Public access to criminal history record
informatlon, NCJ-111458, 11/88

Juvenile records and recordkeeping
systems, NCJ-112815, 11/88

Automated fingerprint Identification
systems: Technology and policy issues,
NCJ-104342, 4/87

Criminal justice "hot" files, NCJ-101850, 12/86

Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81,
$11.50

BJS/SEARCH conference proceedings:

National conference on criminal history
record information: Brady and beyond,
NCJ-1512868, 1/95

National corference on criminal Justice
bulletin board systems, NCJ-145327,
2/94

National conference on improving the
quality of criminal history information,
NCJ-133532, 2/92

Criminal justice in the 1990's: The future
of Information management,
NCJ-121697, 5/90, $7.70

Juvenile and adult records: One system,
one record? NCJ-114947, 1/90

Open vs. confidentlal records,
NCJ-113560, 1/88, $7.70

Law enforcement

Law Enforcement Management and Adminls-
trative Statistics, 1990: Data for Individual
agencies with 100 or more officers,
NCJ-134436, 9/92

Incident-Based Reporting System (IBRS);
Demonstrating the operatlonal utllity of
Incident-based data for local crime
analysis: Tacoma, Wash,, and New
Bedford, Mass., NCJ-145860, 6/94

Using Natlonal IBRS data to analyze violent
crime (Technical Report), NCJ-144785, 11/83

BJS bulletins and special reports

Federal law enforcement officers, 1993,
NCJ-151166, 12/94

Census of State and local law enforcement
agencies 1992, NCJ-142972, 7/93

Drug enforcement by police and sherifts'
departments, 1920, NCJ-134505, 5/92

State and local police departments, 1990,
NCJ-133284, 2/92

Sheriffs' departments, 1990, NCJ-133283,
2/92

Police departments in large citles, 1987,
NCJ-119220, 8/89

Profile of State and local law enforcement
agencies, 1987, NCJ-113949, 3/89

Federal justice statistics

Federal drug case processing, 1985-91, with
preliminary data for 1992, NCJ-144392, 3/94

Federal criminal case processing, 1982-91,
with preliminary data for 1992,
NCJ-144526, 11/93

Compendium of Federal justice statistics:
1990, NCJ-143489, 9/93

Federal offenses and offenders

BJS bulletins and special reports

Protrial release of Federal felony
defendants, 1990, NCJ-145322, 2/94

Prosecuting criminal enterprises,
NCJ-142524, 11/93

Federal sentencing in transition, 1986-90,
NCJ-134727, 6/92

Immigration offenses, NCJ-124546, 8/90

General

BJS bulletins and special reporls
Tracking offenders, 1990, NCJ-148200, 7/84
BJS telephone contacts, '94, NCJ-143707,
11/93

BJS discussion papers:

Challenging the conditions of prisons and
Jalls: A report on Section 1983 litigation,
NCJ-151662, 2/95

Sentencing In the Federal courts: Does
race matter? The transition to
sentencing guidelines, 1986-90

Summary, NCJ-145332, 12/93
Full report, NCJ-145328, 12/93, $5

Performance measures for the criminal
Justice system: Papers from the BJS-
Princeton Project, NCJ-143505, 10/93

Local prosecution of organized crime:
Use of State RICO statutes, NCJ-143502,
10/93

Felony sentencing and jail characteristics,
NCJ-142528, 6/93

Sourcebook of criminal justice statistics,
1993, NCJ-148211, 9/94, $6
1992, NCJ-1434965, 9/93, $6
Enhancing capacities and confronting
controversies In criminal justice:
Proceedings of a BJS/JRSA conference,
NCJ-145318, 8/94
BJS FY 1994 program plan, NCJ-148138, 6/94
Firearms and crimes of violence: Selected
findings, NCJ-146844, 2/94
Directory of automated criminal justice
information systems, 1993: Vol. 1, Law
enforcement, NCJ-142645,9/93, $5
Vol, 2, Corrections, courts, probation/
parole, prosecution, NCJ-142646, 9/93, $4
Publications of BJS, 1985-89:
WMicrofiche llbrary, PRO30014, 5/90, $190
Bibllography, TBO30013, 5/90, $17.50
Publications of BJS, 1971-84:
Microfiche library, PRO30012, 10/86, $203
Bibllography, TBO30012, 10/86, $17.50
Report to the Nation on crime and justice:
Second edition, NCJ-105506, 6/88
Technical appendix, NCJ-112011, 8/88, $8.40

See order form
on last page



Please put me on the mailina list for:

[ Current BJS Publications Catziog

[ Law enforcement reports —
National data on State and local
police and sheriffs' departments:
operations, equipment, personnel,
salaries, spending, policies, and
programs

(] Federal statistics — Federal case
processing: investigation through
prosecution, adjudication, sentencing,
incarceration

(1 Drugs and crime — Sentencing and
time served by drug offenders, drug
use at time of crime by jail inmates
and State prisoners, and other guality
data on drugs, crime, and law
enforcement

To be added to any BJS mailing
list, please fill in this page and
fax to (410) 792-4358 or fold,
stamp, and mail to the address
below.

You will receive an annual
renewal card. |f you do not
return it, we must drop you
from the mailing list.

To order copies of recent
BJS reports, attach a list
of titles and NCJ order
numbers.

U.S. Department of Justice
Bureau of Justice Statistics
Washington, D.C. 20531

O Justice expenditure and employ-
ment — Spending and staffing by
Federal/State/local governments and
by function (police, courts, correc-
tions, etc.)

CI Privacy and security of criminal
history information and inforrna
tion poelicy — New State legislation;
maintaining and releasing intelligence
and investigative records; data quality

[1BJS bulletins & special reports —
Timely reports of the most current
justice data

[ State felony courts — Defendant
demographics and criminal history;
pretrial release, prosecution, adjudi-
cation, and sentencing; State felony
laws; indigent defense

Name:

O Corrections reports — Results of
sample surveys and censuses of jails,
prisons, parole, probation, and other
corrections data

[ National Crime Victimization
Survey reports — The only ongoing
national survey of crime victims

(] Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual) — Broad-based
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables,
100+ figures, subject index, anno
tated bibliography, addresses ¢
sources)

[J Send me a signup form for the
NIJ Catalog (free 6 times a year),
which abstracts both private and
government criminal justice publica-
tions and lists upcoming conferences
and training sessions in the field.

Title:

Organization:

Street or box:

City, State, ZIP:

Daytime voice phone: ( ) Fax no: ( )
INTERNET address:
| am interested in receiving BJS reports electronically: yes no
I am interested in receiving BJS reports on CD-ROM: yes no
Criminal justice interest:
Title and organization if home
address is used above
Place
first-class
stamp
here

Bureau of Justice Statistics Clearinghouse

P.O. Box 179, Dept. BJS

Annapolis Juncticn, MD 20701-0179



Reserve your copy {oday!

Criminal Victimization in
the United States, 1992

The 20th annual report

on the National Crime
Victimization Survey —
available in early 1994

if you send in your order now!

Essential facts on victims, crimes, offenders, reporting to police

e More than 160 pages on crime ¢ Characteristics of rapes,
victimization in the United States. rwries, assaults, larcenies,
blrglaries, motor vehicle thefts:
Time, place, distance from home,
number of victims, number of
offenders, self-protection, weapon
use, physical injury, medical
expenses, thett loss, recovery

of property, days lost from work,
economic losses to victims.

e Crime trends since 1973.

e Victim characteristics: Sex, age,
race, ethnicity, marital status,
education, family income, locality
of residence, region of the

United States.

Notice of change
in distribution

e Violent offender characteristics
Age, race, sex, single or multiple
offenders, relationship to victim,
drug and alcohol use.

e Victim households: Race, sex,
age, ethnicity of household head
owner or renter; family income;
number in household; length

of residence.

L1 Yes! Send me 1 copy of NCJ 145125
Criminal Victimization in the United States, 1992

policy Name
Organization
Because of the increased cost of Address
printing, postage, shipping, and )
handling, BJS can no longer mail City, State, ZIP
large documents without a specific Daytime phone: ( )

individual order.

Readers will continue to receive Fax to 410-792-4358 or mail to:
Bulletins and Special Reports but’
must order large final reports such
as Criminal Victimization in the
United States, 1992, by using the
order form on this page.

P.O.Box 179

Bureau of Justice Statistics Clearinghouse

Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0179




To order this report
or ask about other BJS
crime and justice data:

Call 1-800-732-3277

Bureau of Justice Statistics
Clearinghouse

Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20850

Or call the BJS section of the
NCJRS electronic bulletin board
for the latest data releases:

1-301-738-8895

Questions about drugs
and crime?

Call 1-800-666-3332

Drugs & Crime Clearinghouse
1600 Hesearch Boulevard
Rockville, MD 20850

U.S. Department of Justice Official Business

Office of Justice Programs Penalty for Private Use $300 BULK RATE
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