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Drug Use Forecasting-Fourth Quarter 1992 Results 
Findings from adult booked arrestees 

During the fourth quarter of1992, 23 of the 
24 DUF sites collected data fr'om male 
booked arrestees, and 20 of the sites col­
lected data from female booked arrestees 
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(arrestees in Manhattan were not inter­
viewed during the fourth quarter). 

The percent of male booked arrestees 
testing positive for any of the 10 drugs 
tested ranged from 48 percent in Omaha 
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Source: National Institute of Justice/Drug Use Forecasting Program 
Note: Positive by urinalysis, October through December 1992 

to 79 percent in Philadelphia. In the ma­
jority of sites, cocaine remained h1e preva­
lent drug. Exceptions were Indianapolis 
and Omaha, where marijuana use was 
higher than cocaine use, and San Anto­
nio and San Jose, where marijuana use 
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* Drugs tested for include cocaine, opiates, PCP, marijuana, amphetamines, methadone, methaqualone, benzodiazepines, barbiturates, 
and propoxyphene. 
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Drug Use Forecasting 
and cocaine use were about the same. 

For female arrestees, the percentage of 
drug positives ranged from 31 percent 
in San Antonio to 80 percent in Port­
land. In all sites except Indianapolis 
and San Antonio, cocaine was thepreva­
lent drug among females. In Indianapo­
lis, female arrestees were as likely to 
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test positive for marijuana (26 percent) 
as cocaine (27 percent). In San Anto­
nio, female arrestees were also as likely 
to test positive for marijuana (12 per­
cent) as cocaine (14 percent). 

Juvenile arresteesldetainees 

The percent of juvenile male arresteesl 
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detainees testing positive for drugs 
ranged from 12 percent in St. Louis to 
47 percent in Washington, D.C. (data 
from Portland were not included be­
cause of an insufficient sample size). 
Forjuveniles, marihlana was the preva­
lent drug in all sites except Cleveland 
and St. Louis, where cocaine use and 
marijuana use were about the same. 
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* Drugs tested for include cocaine, opiates, PCP, marijuana, amphetamines, methadone, methaqualone, benzodiazepines, barbiturates, 
and propoxyphene. 

** Less than 1 % 
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Drug Use Forecasting Methodology 

DUF data are collected in booking facilities 
throughout the United States. For 
approximately 14 consecutive evenings 
each quarter, tn;tined local staff obtain 
voluntary and anonymous urine 
specimens and interviews from a new 
sample of booked arrestees.1 In each site, 
approximately 225 males are sampled. In 
some sites, female arrestees and juvenile 
arrestees/detainees are also sampled. 
Response rates are consistently high, with 
more than 90 percent of the arrestees 
approached agreeing to be interviewed. 
Approximately 80 percent of those 
interviewed provide urine specimens. 

To obtain samples with sufficient 
distribution of arrest charges, DUF 
interviewers, where possible, limit the 
number of male booked arrestees who are 
charged with the sale or possession of 
drugs. Because such persons are likely 
to be using drugs at arrest and are 
undersampled, DUF statistics frequently 
are minimum estimates of drug use in the 
male arrestee population. With the 
exception of Omaha, males charged with 
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driving offenses generally are excluded 
from the sample due to DUF's emphasis 
on more serious crimes. (In Omaha, all 
male arrestees brought to the booking 
facility are included in the DUF sample to 
obtain a sample of sufficient size.) 
Because they are fewer in number, all 
adult female arrestees and all juvenile 
arrestees/detainees brought to the 
booking center or detention facility during 
the data collection period are included in 
the DUF sample, regardless of charge. 

Twelve of the DUF sites collect data from 
male juvenile arrestees/detainees. hi 
each of the juvenile facilities, with the 
exception of Bir'mingham, Denver, and 
Indianapolis, only those youngsters who 
are detained by the criminal justice system 
are available for interviewing. Arrestees 
who are released to their parents or 
released for other reasons are not included 
intheDUFjuvenilesample.ln Birmingham, 
Denver, and Indianapolis, however, all 
juvenile arrestees are available for 
interviewing. For juveniles in each of the 
sites, excluding Washington, D.C. and 

S1. Louis, the catchment area 
encompasses the county. In Washington, 
D.C., youngsters arrested and detained 
in the District of Columbia are included in 
the sample, and in st. Louis only male 
juveniles arrested and detained in the city 
of St. Louis are included. 

All urine specimens are sent to a central 
laboratory for analysis. The specimens 
are analyzed by EM 111M for 10 drugs: 
cocaine, opiates, marijuana, PCP, 
methadone, benzodiazepines, meth­
aqualone, propoxyphene, barbiturates, 
and amphetamines. All positive results 
for amphetamines are confirmed by gas 
chromatography to eliminate positives 
that may be caused by over-the-counter 
drugs. For most drugs, the urine test can 
detect use in the previous 2 to 3 days. 
Exceptions are marijuana and PCP, which 
sometimes can be detected several weeks 
after use. 

lThe DUF sample is based on arrestees brought 
into the booking faCility. Arrestees released 
before booking are not part of the DUF sample. 
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that may be caused by over-the-counter 
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sometimes can be detected several weeks 
after use. 

lThe DUF sample is based on arrestees brought 
into the booking facility. Arrestees released 
before booking are not part of the DUF sample. 
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