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To The Citizens of Tennessee:

One of the biggest problems facing this country is the tragic loss of
lives and injuries that result from automobile accidents on its streets
and highways.

The loss of any life in an automobile accident is a tragedy. It is a
greater tragedy if that loss is the result of a needless and thoughtless

act by a careless driver. Life is too precious a gift to be gambled with '

and perhaps lost in a traffic accident.

The Department of Safety is dedicated to the iask of reducing deaths and

injuries on the streets and highways of Tennessee. The Department has
compiled a report illustrating fatal accident facts for 1973. This repors

constitutes an in-depth look at the causes and results of automobile

accidents in Tennessee. Hopefully, it will make the public more aware
of the results of fatal accidents. If only one life was lost in an autormobile

accident, it would still have been too great a price to pay. Slowing down
to save gasoline is a commendable deed; slowing down to save lives is an

even better deed.

It is our sincere wish that this report will serve as a guide to the motoring

public to follow in trying to improve its driving habits. We hope that all

citizens will join with the Department of Safety in a united effort to reduce

deaths and injuries on our highways.

Sincerely,




Eaimmahes st s Al

vy

TABLE OF CONTENTS

1972.1973 Traffic Accldents, ata Glance ... ... oo v vl
Vehicle Trave! vs, Death and Death Rates by Year (Table) ,..........1
Voehicle Travel vs. Death and Death Rates by Year (Chart) . .......... .2~
Fatalitios by Age and Siex (Chartand Table) ...... ... vvvvivnv o, 8
Comparison of Drivers Invalved in Fatal Accidents by

Age Of DFIVEr « oo e e s e e 4
Comparlson of Licensed Drivers and Drivers Involved

in Fatal Accidents by Age Group (Chart and Table) ......... vee B
Fatal Accidents by THP Districts and by Countles (Map) ,...........
Fatal Accidents by Hour of Day (Chart) . ........... ... e .8
Fatal Accidents by Day of Weak (Chartand Table) .............. .9
Fatal Accldents and Fatalities by Month (Chart) ........ Ve 10
Fatal Accidents by Contributing Circumstances (Chart) ..........., .11
Fatal Accidents and Fatalities by Ten Highest Counties

(Chart and Table) ............... R ¥4
Fatal Accidents and Fatalities by System (Chart and Table) ... .......13
1973 Fatalities by Major Hollday Periods . ............ ..., RN ¥
Tennessee's 1973 Traffic Toll Frequency . ... .. e vl 15
Ten Year Comparison (1:%4-1973)

Registered Vehicles and Licensed Drivers .. .......... P 1 -



1972-1973 TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS IN TENNESSEE |
1972 | 1973+

. " DEATHS ' 1,431 1,427
INJURIES : 38,315 42,800
TOTAL REPORTED ACCIDENTS ' . 133,626 ) 140,020
5 MOTOR VEHICLE MILEAGE (Annuat) ‘ 264,899,000 285,695,000
j MOTOCR VEHICLE REGISTRATION . 2,382,918 2,474,959
i DEATH RATE (Number Killed Per 100 Million Miles) 5.4 4.9
INJURY PRODUCING ACCIDENTS:
Fatal Accidents 1,205 1,235
Non-Fatal Injury Accidents 30,487 31,322
9% of All Accidents Which Were Fatal 0.9% 0.9%
94 'of All Accidents Causing Non-Fatal Injuries 22.89% 22.39%
LOCATIONS OF 1573 ACCIDENTS
Fatal 9, of
Accidents Total
URBAN 398 32.2
RURAL 837 67.8
TOTAL . 1,235 100.09%
~ VEHICLE TRAVEL
VS.
DEATH AND DEATH RATES
BY YEAR
F Vehicle Miles No. of Fatal
f Travel Fatal Accidents No. of Death Rate
2 Year (100 Million) Accidents per 100,00G,000 vm Fatalities per 100,000,000 vm
; ,{ 1964 165,510 904 5.5 1,060 6.3
: 1965 172,970 925 5.3 1,077 6.2
i ; 1966 185,400 1,028 55 1,272 6.7
» 1967 198,660 1,043 5.4 1,250 6.2
: 1968 207,238 1,045 5.0 1,201 5.7
: 1969 - 225,588 1,126 4.9 1,348 5.9
§ ; , - 1970 224,193 1,153 4.7 1,390 6.2
1671 , 234,262 1,146 4.8 1,373 5.9
1972 264,899 1,221 4.6 1,431 5.4
§ 1973 | 285,695 1,235 43 1,427 4.9
; ‘All 1973 figures are preliminary figures as of Jan. 10, 1974, ‘
; : All figures from Accident Records Section, Driver Control, Dept. of Safety, Statewide unless otherwise noted.
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VEHICLE TRAVEL VS. DEATH AND DEATH RATES BY YEAR 1973 FATALITIES BY AGE AND SEX

and 285,695 miles driven in 1973.

Despite the increase in fatalities and accidents the
death rate of 4.9 per 100,000,000 vehicle miles
traveled is lower than it has been in the ten year period
covering 1964-1973.

improved traffic control davices, building of more Inter-
state Highways, improved traffic laws and more Highway
Patrol officers does play a part in the reduction of fatal
traffic accidents,
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/ AGE GROUF
200 ~ / s.e0 - 35
/ ". 1973 FATALITIES BY AGE AND SEX
190 = / - 30 1100 TOTAL KILLED PEDESTRIANS '
1 ' ) BICYCLISTS
1060, ,10177 o 185400 | FATALITY .
180 — - 2.5 AGE Total Male Female | Total Male Female Total Male Female
“,‘172'970 FATALITY RATE 0 ] o
170 — ‘ - 2.0 1000 . 56 22 18 15 3 1 1 0
e DEATHS 5.9 56 36 20 26 19 7 9 7 2
160 — ’ cesvsuna= VEHICLE MILES L 15 10-14 56 45 11 14 13 1 5 5 0
15-19 260 198 62 11 9 2 1 1 0
20-24 . 183 145 38 8 0 0 0 0
150 . - 1.0 900
T | I 1 | ! ! | [ | 3 25-34 236 192 44 12 11 1 0 0 0
64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 ' 35.44 159 114 45 9 7 2 0 0 0
VEAR 45.54 167 126 41 18 14 4 0 0 0
’ 55-64 121 95 26 22 21 1 0] 0 0
65-74 91 59 32 14 7 7 0 0 0
Motor vehicle mileage increased 73% between the Although fatalities seemingly always remain too high 75-Over 42 22 20 12 7 5 0 0 0
years of 1964 and 1973. There were 165,510 annual it can be seen from these facts that improvements in
vehicle miles driven (per 100 million miles) in 1964 the design of automobiles, highways, improved planning, TOTALS 1,427 1,066 361 164 131 33 16 14 2

Of the total 1,427' persons killed in 1973, 499 were
under the age of 25 or 359% of the total. Qf the 49S
persons under the age of 25, 458 were maies, or 32.1%

of the total. These facts show that age and sex have a
distinct bearing on highway deaths.
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1973 COMPARISON OF DRIVERS INVOLVED IN FATAL ACCIDENTS
BY AGE OF DRIVER

-

15 & Younger

Of the 1,798 drivers involved in {atal accidents, 611 of the total drivers. This clearly indicates the fact that
drivers or 349, are under the age of 25. Licensed drivers, the age of the driver of an automobile has a connection
however, under the age of 25 accounted for only 22.99, with death on the highway.
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1973 COMPARISON OF LICENSED DRIVERS AND DRIVERS
INVOLVED IN FATAL ACCIDENTS BY AGE GROUP
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INVOLVED IN ACCIDENTS BY AGE GROUPS
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1973 FATAL ACCIDENTS BY TENNESSEE HI?HWAY PATROL DISTRICTS AND BY COUNTIES
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Population:

1960 | 3,567,089

1970 3,924,164

1980 4,456,200 (Prr.acted)

SULLIVAN
STEWART |MONTGOMERY | ROBERTSON SUMNER MACON CLAY PICKET SCOTT CLAIBORNE HANC;OCK & 32
- 2
s . 2 17 CAMPBELL N
GREENE

A1 2 i A 5 P




1
N :
. . R £
X s.\u\\o\uo.u.%%\\ Z m N 2
O o A u 7 In 0
;] g o r ©
D o~ -— —_
o .m s
o
2.3 .=
» a e
8
_ % & -
o S & s 2 5
L SR o s o
. o ™ 4= ox
ud : : 3
s e 3
= 2 = ;
5 ] g o:
5 3 2 3 S 5
ADH - hun — = ~ .m_uv
o)
3 | = 2 o G
o W NAEG | : : :
« v
e HlemEmg i g : E £
= =L e [ | : :
_m_ v S m = % & w 3 3
- I—leuen 823 S : : i :
S e > g " : m :
Zvagad = | o g
P .
<L «t — 0O 3 ~ . : : _
~d © PN ° 2 - 2
[ : : -
2 - @ © p= _
. (T = : E : :
: u 3 9 3 & 8
o = [0} - ® 3
: o © £ Q
i - 8 " :
T . c >,
e 4+
£ 7 o
i) c
58 £ 3
> g 2 5
4 bl [0)] » O <33 2
o & o™ L0 U Ko =
S E ™ el < o
= 38 © =
n 1]
c® a o
— Y- In P .
%]
38 7 3
2 ©
- . % N o, . w
> % <« = @ m -
z g —_— cc &
=] < O ® T o o
3 £ 5 20 = ’
| = W (8] (TS
I ! ] | l I | T | | |
m % b= o b4 o o
N - L) o |
SINIAIOOV TVivd
R . e b e v e A S ET
K
R R ERSER 53 3
R R =
SRR R S R - S
| | RS R vt o
O R R R R AR
[Te] n'b”ﬂnn:.nooﬂo.:.@.c. QIR R R R 3 g
R R sy g
BRI S PO - o
KT IRSK 2 2 © .
| TR - o
R R R IS R X S
S A S R R R © =
: : : o B
R T T R 22 |
R S S ~ o = w
> TR RN = g |
IR TR TR s M
: TR S EhHEiITES £79
N — € 0 i
Ll h.uu.u@vw.ﬁffro.uﬁs.ﬂ/f.ﬁﬂ/w.no!.« % N RS X S |
3 o
NCOR IS
L. s A s LA
: £ MM TS i
o R RS ;
N SRR NIRRTy O R SRS
T -~ I _ ln
X IR % R R T x FaE
L D AR o™ = S
B S a ES 5
| " =2 0 :
m wm EmAaNm AN AR NN NN RN R ACE AR RSN EARU N AR R . - H : rncu 2 ,,
—_
- R g2
: o o 5 Eg |
-~
: & o5
: . S S 1)
- . : 223
: I —_ 0 4 _
- N 1
2 S n @
: @ o E
o™ : .M
o o 2 N
5 . P -
a e5s
w
i
[>e] £ 5 o
Jo 9
~ . cc =
M :
0 < P o I
oo Y
o =2
© =
1 ]
O
et
« <t [ © :m
i ’ 53 o
a w .2
oo
32 o o0
Mw Q.
2 p o
| . EgE
_ - 237
| " l | 1 1 1 e
. . % ! T ® © o
S N (Ye] a &
. 2 e o
: 285
. 2EY
@
=o® X

L A

. B P . -




1973 FATAL ACCIDENTS AND FATALITIES BY MONTH A 1973 CONTRIBUTING CIRCUMSTANCES IN FATAL ACCIDENTS
200 FATAL ACCIDENTS
e ] 100 200 300 400 500 600 700
7 Fatal Accidents SR EEEE
180 5 16 17 18 13 20 21
—i Q B '.'_
, Fatalities EEEEEE : SPEEDING Y
162 . : DROVE LEFT
160 — OF CENTER LINE
143 HAD BEEN ;
140 - DRINKING :
133
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= RIGHT OF WAY
= 120
= :
= n
s ul | DISREGARDED :
2 S | TRAFFIC SIGNAL |
< Z |
A 100 a ;
B = |FoLLowep
: Q © |TOO CLOSELY 2
o & !
o o f
) 80 o
z Z |QTHER IMPROPER %U
< l5 DRIVING
@
=
60 — Z |INADEQUATE 12 ;
§ S IBRAKES R
4 PASSED
i 40 \”,; STOP SIGN @“ ’
N
. N IMPROPER 8
20 S LIGHTS
& | MADE
0 N IMPROPER TURN {° ;
APR .
IMPROPER 5 |
1973 y OVERTAKING |
July had the largest number of February had the lowest number Fatal accidents were the lowest in Speeding was the biggest contributing circumstance in circumstances, Speeding and drinking thgether ac-
fatal accidents and fatalities, 134  of fatal accidents and fatalities, 76  the months of January through June, | ‘ . . . _— L o .
and 162 respectively. and 86 respectively. and highest in the months of July i fatal accidents in 1973 leading to 532 contributing cir- counted for over 800 contributing circumstances or

through December. cumstances ror 35.99% of the 1,483 total contributing 53.99 of the overall total.
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1973 FATAL ACCIDENTS AND FATALITIES BY THE TEN HIGHEST COUNTIES

20 40

Fatal Accidents and Fatalities

120 140

1973 FATAL ACCIDENTS AND FATALITY RATE BY SYSTEM

ACCIDENTS AND FATALITIES

SHELBY

DAVIDSON

KNOX

HAMILTON

SULLIVAN

COUNTY

MONTGOMERY

GREENE

SUMNER

BRADLEY

ANDERSON
MARION*
ROANE

Fatalities

Fatal Accidents

County

Shelby
Davidson
Knox
Hamilton
Sullivan
Montgomery
Greene
Sumner
Bradley

Anderson
Marion
Roane

O NOUT.AE WD

*®
e
e

Fatal Accidents

Fataiities

148
72
71
68
32
27
24
23
21

19
19
19

Total 543

163
89
78
73
39
36
27
26
26

20
20
20

617

*These three counties same.

The highest number of fatal accidents and fatalities
in 1973 occurred in Shelby County in West Tennessee.,
There were 148 fatal accidents and 163 fatalities. The

largest number of fatal accidents and fatalities occurred

in the four largest populated counties.
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State RAd87 L
2 Route YRGS
o | County 252
) Route ] 286
3
Interstate
URBAN Fatal Accidents Fatalities Total Accidents Fatalities
2,500-10,000 52 57 4.2% 4.0%
10,000-25,000 56 61 4.5 4.3
25,000-50,000 35 43 2.8 3.0
50,000 & Over 221 242 17.9 17.0
{-City 34 43 2.8 3.0
Total 398 446 32.29 31.3%
RURAL
State Route 487 575 39.49% 40.3%
County Route 252 286 20.4 20.0
Interstate 98 120 8.0 8.4
Total 837 981 67.8% 68.7 9%
OVERALL TOTALS

In 1973 there were 1,235 fatal ac-
cidents and 1,427 fatalities. Of these
fatal accidents, 67.89% occurred in
rural areas and 68.7.9 of the fatali-
ties. occurred in rural areas., Urban

Urban and Rural

1,235 fatal accidents

1,427 fatalities

—_13 —

areas with populations between 25,-
000-50,000 had the lowest fatal ac-
cident rate with a percentage of
2.8% and a 3.0% percentage for
fatalities. State routes had the most

fatal accidents and fatalities, The In-
terstate System had the lowest num.

ber.
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1973 FATALITIES BY MAJOR HOLIDAY PERIODS

Memorial Day (78 Hours)

(May 25-6:09 p.m.)-(May 28-Midnight)
TotaiDeaths ... .................... 26

Fourth of July (30 Hours)

(July 3-6:00 p.m.)-(July 5-Midnight)
Total Deaths . ......................

Labor Day (78 Hours)

(Aug. 31-6:00 p.m.)-(Sept. 3-Midnight)
Total Deaths . ...................... 22

Thanksgiving (102 Hours)

(Nov. 21-6:00 p.m.)-(Nov. 25-Midnight)
TotaiDeaths ....................... 23

Christmas (102 Hours)

(Dec. 21-6:00 p.m.)-(Dec. 25-Midnight)
Total Deaths . ... ................... 22

New Years (102 Hours)

{Dec. 28-6:00 p.m.)-(Jan. 1-Midnight)
Total Deaths . ......................

Most Severe Accident During 1973:

July 27, 1973, 5:43 a.m., eight (8) persons were killed on 1-65 in
Davidson County when their vehicle struck a traffic island and went
through a protective guard rail. The vehicle then plunged approxi-
mately 150 feet off the Silliman Evans Bridge in Washville killing
eight (8) of the nine vccupants.
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TENNESSEE'S
1973 TRAFFIG TOLL
- FREQUENCY

1 Accident Reported
Every 3 Minutes
and 45 Seconds

1 Injury
Every 12 Minutes
and 1 Second

1 Fatality Every
6 Hours-9 Minutes

ACCIDENT TOTALS IN 1973 ' DAILY AVERAGE IN 1973

. Reported Accidents 140,020 Reported Accidents 383
Injuries 42,800 Persons Injured 117
Fatalities ’ 1,427 Persons Killed 3.9
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1973
2,474,959
2,362,765

1972
2,382,918
2,297,496
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1971
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2,152,491
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1970

2,113,065
2,083,251
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1,984,570
2,021,720

YEAR

1968

11£'226

1,922,711
1,960,188
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1967

1,900,125
1,882,856

TEN YEAR COMPARISON (1964-1973)
REGISTERED VEHICLES AND LICENSED DRIVERS
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SUMMARY

This study indicated that traffic accidents and fatalities on our highways
are increasing. 1,427 fatalities were recorded in 1973 on Tennessee streets
and highways. In spite of this increase, the death rate of 4.9 per 100,000,000
vehicle miles traveled is lower than it has .been in the last ten years.
(1964-1973).

Speed continues to be the biggest single contributing factor to the cause
of accidents, accounting for 35.99% of all contributing factors.

in 1973, a traffic accident was reported every 3 minutes and 45 seconds,
one injury every 12 minutes and 1 second, and one fatality every 6 hours and
9 minutes.

Fatal accidents were highest in the afternoon hours of the day, on the last
day of the week, and the summer and fall months of the year.

The age of the driver of an automobile, as well as the sex of the driver, af-
fected the proportionate distribution of all fatal accidents. In proportion to age
group and sex the male driver under 25 years of age accounts for the greatest
number of fatal accidents.

The counties with the most population and the highest number of motor
vehicle registration had the greatest number of fatal accidents.






