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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The nation's state and federal prison 

population grew by 31,449 inmates--just under 4 percent--during 

the first half of the year to reach a record 855,958 men and 

women as of June 30, the Bureau of Justice statistics announced 

today. The Bureau, a component of the u.S. Department of 

Justice's Office of Justice Programs, said the six-month increase 

was well below the record 47,000 increase in prisoners recorded 

during the first half of 1989. 

"This year's increase was the equivalent of about 1,209 more 

inmates every week, compared to 1,160 per week during the first 

half of 1991 and more than 1,800 additional prisoners per week 

during'the first half of 1989," said Bureau Director stevan D. 

Dillingham. 

"The 12-month growth from June 1991 to June 1992 was 6.4 

percent--an increase of more than 51,000 inmates," he said. 

"Although this is the lowest rate of growth since 1984, the total 

increase in prisoners represents the third largest annual 

increase on record." 
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During the first half of the year, the federal prison 

population grew by 8.1 percent, compared to an increase of 

3.4 percent among the 50 states and the District of Columbia. 

Prisoners in the western states increased by 3.2 percent 

during the first half of the year, compared to a 3.6 percent 

increase in the Northeast. Southern and Midwestern prisoner 

counts grew by 3.4 and 3.6 percent, respectively. 

One state recorded double-digit half-year increases--West 

Virginia by 14.3 percent. Twelve states had prisoner growth of 

at least 10 percent for the 12 months ending June 30. Three 

states recorded declines during this one-year period. 

During the first half of this year the number of female 

inmates in state and federal prisons 9'rew 3.8 percent, the same 

increase among men. As of June JO, women prisoners accounted for 

5.8 percent of all prisoners nationwide. 

The number of prisoners per capita on June 30, 1991, also 

reached a record 319 sentenced offenders (inmates sentenced to a 

year or more in prison) held in state and federal prisons per 

100,000 residents. There were 35 sentenced female offenders in 

prison for every 100,000 females in the population--for males the 
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incarceration rate was almost 18 times higher, 618 sentenced male 

prisoners for every 100,000 males. 

Information about other Bureau of Justice statistics 

publi~ations may be obtained from the National Criminal Justice 

Reference Service, Box 6000, Rockville, Maryland 20850. The 

telephone number is 1-301-251-5500. The toll-free number from 

places other than Maryland and metropolitan Washington, D.C., is 

1-800-732-3277. 
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AI.... Prisaw and jaIs tam m Hegnted system. 
NPS diU i1cU:la both jaI mel pls<Xl pop!.IImlons. 

Arim,,.. i'qxillion cans II'Q lased <Xl custody data 
and axcUde m maJa ivostes housEd il belli jaIs We 
10 c:rowdng. 

Callfomia. Pq:Uat1on ca.ns II'Q based <Xl custody 
data Rld incUde eM nan:di: addicI cannit/TlBi1s, 
CCU1Iy ciagnosti: ca;es, Federal zn:I c:thor Staes' 
inmales, and salekoapom. 

CoIoI8do. PqlIJatIon ca.ns ta' 'Inmates >Mth 01« 
1 YB maxmun IIGI1lmeo" i1cklda a smaI runber of 
InroIltm ~ a IT'.8KiTun IIGI1lmeo d 1 year. BegilnIng 
JLnO 30, 1991, Oob'aio II raporIing jI..Iri;dctiln 
popUatIon ca.ns v.tkh II'Q Id 1IIIIcIt( CXIT1p«BlIo 10 
priscn:t' carts tor 11"" reflll8l1CO ~es. 

ConnectIcut Prisals snd /as lam IWl ~od 
system. t.PS data incUde !leAh Jail md plsa'l 
popWfuli. 

0tI_.... In DeIawaro, popUatlons of klnam glvon 
~ cmpeOOod smlmem ~ saved i1 pisa1. JDt 
tndar ~ are i1cUded v.th tho 'maas ~h 01« 
1 yarw maxmun .nmee" odoJ I tho pls<Xl patlon d 
tho sentmee Ekceods 1 yarw. PrlsaIS Inl jails tam IWl 
InlqatEd systsn. NPS data hckJdo both Jail lind pri&ClfI 
poptjakli1&. 

DllItrld 0' Columbia. In the District d 0:IIumbIa. 
poptjalons d inlTam givm p:JItlatf IlUlpondod 
.nEilCes ~ saved i1 plsa'l, p!Wt tIldor ~ 
are hcUded 'Aoih tho 'rmales ..... h 01« 1 year macinun 
IIGI1lmea" orIf litho II"Bon portion d tho GOOIenee 
8)(~ 1 Y9IJI, PrisalS md ~ tam M lnIegnItoo 
system. NPS data nckJdo both Jail md p-isa'l 
popUmlon&. 

Fed4ll'll. PoptJaIlon c:otRs fa 'bnat1lS v.th a sooteoco 
of 1 year a less." incuoo 1,615 males md 164 kmaIas 
\Ioilose &enlooco length is lIlkrown. PopJIaIlon ca.ns 
fa '\Jnsmtenced Irmates." i1cilde 1,001 males and 14 
fll'l1llles v.Oo are \Ilde( tho juris<icti:ln d tho US. 
IIT11'IIgrUIon and Nall.rnlizalon Serves. 

FloddL P<lpUaIkln cans II'Q InsEd a'I custody data. 

GeCII"gIa. PqlUaIIoo ccuu flO lased <Xl custody data 
and 8)(ctJdo IWlllldaermhod lUllbel' d ilmaIm houaaf 
i1 belli jaIs soIet( 10 oose cr~ a awaItilg Pckl4l 
by sum IUhcsllas. 

HlwIllL Priscns md jaiS bm an ~Ed systan. 
NPS data iJcUJo both /aI md pisa1 poflUMlons. 

llinoIa, Poputatlon cans II'Q lased <Xl custody dcta. 
Cotna d 'rmalaa 'Aoih 01« 1 yOOI maxiJun Mltance" 
i1clda m lJ1deIernWlod runbor d InrTv.tIlS \loth a 
IIGI1lmce all V9IJI. 

1ndI..... Pq:Uatbn cans II'Q Insed <Xl cUGtody dsta 
and axcUde IJ5B male md 70 tomaIe bnataa MId il 
local )lib acIdy 10 ease aowd1ng a IllNakIng Pckl4l by 
stae aJIhorkloo. 

10M. P~ cans II'Q lased <Xl custody dSa. 

Marylmd. V>hiIa popUalion kUla II'Q a:tualltl!llUlll 
CIUlIs, the t.eakdoY;n& fer smtOllCO ~h 110 
estinaIes. 

Table 1. PrIilOMC'e uncler !urbcllc:tlon of SIWI end Fcd4ar1l! 
correctional authorltlMJune 30, 1~ December 31, 1891, 
and June 30, 1991, by region and Sta1a 

U.s.lotaI 

Federal Irwtlulions 
SllIIe Insllltlons 

Millo 
Female 

Ncdleasl 

Ca'lnectJcut 
Mai1e 
MIl$sac:husets 
New Hlmpshlre 
NewJeluy 
N...,VoIk 
Pennsyt.tanla 
Rhode blard 
Vennont 

MkiNes! 

IhlIrI 
indiana 
lows 
Kareas 
Mlch!oan 
MlmtlSOta 
Missourt 
Neb/lISka 
Na1h Dakota 
Ohio 
SOIth Dakota 
Wisconsn 

South 

Alabama 
Arkansas 
Delaware 
DlsL of CoIlI'1lbia 
Flodda 
GfiOI'gla 
KerbJd<y 
Loulalana 
MarylaM 
Mississippi 
NMhClI'oIlna 
Oklahoma 
SOW!! carolInG 
T_~.\5eO 
T_ 
VIrgilia 
WillI Virginia 

WillI 

AleDka 
AlIzona 
CIIIromla 
CoIofado 
Havali 
Idaho 
Mortana 
Neveda 
NewMt!ldco 
Oregon 
Ulllh 
WlIShington 
Wyomlftij 

6130192 12/31/D1 1.V301!11 

855.958 824,509 

77,389 
778,569 

806.528 
49.431 

136.sao 

11,419 
1,586 
0.458 
1,842 

23.733 
00.254 
24,344 
2.922 
1,222 

181,41'6 

30,432 
13,248 
4,485 
6,185 
37~ 

3.647 
15,997 
2,5M 

41'6 
37,452 

1,464 
8,266 

312,006 

17,268 
8,188 
3,1189 

10,781 
47,012 
24,332 
10,196 
20.426 
19.997 
9,517 

19,689 
14,125 
18,843 
11,004 
53,420 
21.112 

1.717 

188,417 

2,715 
16,005 

104,352 
8,G98 
2.947 
2,352 
1.549 
0,066 
3,298 
6,714 
2,892 
9,892 
1.057 

71,608 
752,901 

778,913 
47,596 

131,866 

10.0TT 
1,579 
0.155 
1,533 

23,483 
57,1182 
23,368 
2,Tf1 
1,118 

155,917 

29,115 
13,008 
4,145 
5,SlO3 

36,423 
3,472 

15,897 
2,495 

492 
35,744 

1,374 
7,849 

301,866 

16,760 
7,766 
3,717 

10.455 
48,533 
23.644 

0.799 
20,003 
19,291 

8,S04 
18.903 
13,340 
16,269 
11,474 
51,877 
19,829 

1,502 

163,2!S2 

2,706 
15.415 

101,008 
11,,382 
l~,700 
~~143 
1,471S 
5,878 
3, 119 
6,732 
2,825 
9,156 
1,099 

/104,702 

eo,so. 
735,196 

758,495 
48.207 

126.588 

11,231 
1,614 
8,817 
1,496 

22,346 
56,530 
22,710 

2,734 
1.106 

150.854 

28,941 
12,806 

4,077 
5,607 

35,324 
3,136 

15.252 
2,438 

497 
33.715 

1,354 
7,709 

16.302 
7,341 
3,458 

10,095 
48,233 
23,300 
0.425 

19,005 
18,306 
8,715 

18,708 
12,631 
18,346 
11,200 
50,611 
18,416 

1,576 

181,716 

2,670 
14,900 

101,995 
7,1183 
2,618 
2,230 
1,487 
5,888 
3,156 
8,573 
2,466 
8,751 
1,091 

Percent change from 
6,130/91 12/310'91 

to 10 
6IaIJI92 81301&2 

6.4 3.8 

11.3 
5.9 

6.3 
7.0 

6.2 

1.7 
(1.7) 
7.3 
9.6 
6.2 
6.8 
7.2 
6.9 

10.3 

7.0 

5.2 
3.4 

10.0 
10.3 
5.4 

16.3 
4.9 
6.8 
(3.8) 
11.1 
6.1 
7.2 

6.1 

5.9 
11.5 
12.5 
6.8 
1.7 
4.4 
6.2 
7.0 
9.2 
9.2 
5.1 

10.1 
2.7 
2.9 
5.6 

14.6 
6.9 

".1 
1.7 
1.0 
2..3 

10.2 
12.7 
5.5 
4.2 
2.9 
4.5 
2.1 
9.2 

13.0 
(3.1) 

8.1 
3.4 

3.8 
3.8 

3.6 

".0 
.4 

3.3 
7.1 
1.1 
4.1 
4.1 
5.4 
9.3 

3.6 

4.5 
1.8 
8.2 
4.8 
2.2 
5.0 
.6 

4.0 
(2.8) 
4.6 
6.6 
5.3 

3.4 

3.0 
5.4 
4.6 
3.1 
1.0 
2.0 
4.1 
2.1 
3.7 
6.9 
4.1 
5.9 
3.1 
1.1 
3.4 
8.5 
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3.2 

.3 
4.4 
2.5 
3.8 
D.l 
9.8 
4.8 
3.0 
5.7 
( ·31 
2.0 
8.0 
(3.8) 

Nl.IIIberof 
Hltenced 
Pfllcnels 
1* 100,000 
populalon 
<Xl8l3011Yi' 

319 

24 
295 

618 
35 

257 

266 
122 
157 
140 
304 
332 
200 
172 
148 

257 
230 
156 
241 
396 

81 
306 
152 
67 

339 
203 
165 

342 

401 
325 
368 

1,256 
M3 
351 
273 
464 
379 
353 
281 
«1 
484 
228 
305 
326 
95 

293 

348 
400 
320 
258 
181 
224 
181 
0872 
201 
225 
152 
194 
229 

() Indicates a decrlll!5od percent clur!go. 
"Tho total prisoner pop!,Ilatklo Includes Ihose "nlanced 10 mOle Ihmn 1 year (rofClllrfld tI as "sentenced 
Pfbonoll') and those W~ o.mtenc!lS of 1 year Of 11m a no llenter.ce. Prison« coonts may dllOf from 
!hose reported In Pfeviols plbIIc8Jons and .e subject 10 I'OVIsIon as updllted llguras bItcomalMll!Jble. 
'"rho rata per 100,000 residents II based upon the number of prlsonerl wtIh aonencea 
greater 1hwl1 YIIIII'. • 
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Muoachuaetta. Population courts 8"0 based en 
CUltodf dO ani OICclId& f!S'I males Iloused i1 kK:sI 

While p:lpU!aIion taSs am actual COLIlIs. the brGck· 
c:IoM!s for Bnence IangtIJ mJ estinatoo believed to 
be accuato v.illn 1% dille 8ClLD runbers. 

Prisons llfld jais tam an r.egmted sysUm. N>S 
data inoUde b::t1J jallIld priaon populations. 

jails rue 10 crowding. Populaion ca.ns could nIX be 
provkJod b; ~o IongtI1. Quts of serienced 
priscners for oaI1ior mporting periods may nIX be &lrictti 
ccxnpMIbID. PopUation lotals 8"e actual cans: 
howoYor. tIJo ~ tJmkdown G m estinso 
believed to be ~tin 0. 1 % a the actual tisaggrogOOon. 
By law. offendeIl; i1 Massa:tusdls may be salIenced 
to torms 01 ~ to 21/2 years i1 kx:a&i opemIed jails IIld 
carectKmi nstllJions. Su::1J popJIations am OICCkJded 
from IIle Stato ew1l:U 8"0 i1cUdod in publisOOd 
popt,Cmion COlris Inl rates fer kK:aI jaIs md correctional 
instlL"ions. 

Ohlo. PopLtaIion cxmIs for irvlaw MIJ rroxintm 
oontoncm l)'OOJer ItIan 1 yOat ilcUdo III'1l.1ld3t.ennhod 
runbor of imales y,(t1J a sentenco 011 yrs or loss. 

T.,.,....., PqluIabn cans am as a JlJlII:as. 1992 
am inokJdo 1.883 males IIld 74 IomaIoo housed n local 
jails 5oIoIy to ease CIOWding. BIoakdot.wls a the irlrnao 
pc:flUIatbn b; Il6I( wore estinated ani tte 00Irt a 
males v.i1J macinool sentencm grealer than 1 yeEl' 
ilckJdes a 6ITI31I rumbor v.i1J 6EII'I.ooces 011 y_. Oklahoma. Populallon ca.ns for mutes ""'IJ 

macilun sentencm greater Iilan 1 yOOl may i1ckJdo 
a smallJ'IOO(orrninad IlJITlbef a imales y,(t1J a sentence 
011 YeEl'. 

Taxu. Popiatbn COlDs 8'0 bosod en custody data 

Vennonl PopUatbn ccultluw as a Jmo 50 1992. 
PopuIaIion co.ns excUde 3B9 malo End 43 female 
irvlaes I\9Id i1 bcaI j!iIs sdr:lf to ease Cfowding. Priscns md PIs lam IJ"I ~agmted sy&tGm. N>S dIta 

ilcUdo botlJ jallIld p'ilen populations. Michigan. P~ion co..nts a'0 based at custody 
data IIld i1cUde mses in the ~ Aosideltial 
prognm 

Ontgon. P~lon cans for irvlaes witlJ ITlEIXnun 
sentences greatOf' ItIan 1 year i1cUde Ilf'I II'ldaIoonhod 
runbor a imalos ""'IJ a sentlllCO 011 yrs or kIs8. 

Woet Virginia. PopuIaIion 00IrtB accWe 325 IT1IIIa IJ"Id 
20 female imale& housed in bcaI jais &OJet,t to _ 
crowcing or lWIitilg pic\<l4l b; SlRo lII.thoItioB. North Carolina. In NortIJ Carolina. poptJiaIions a 

IIvnatm OvEll JDlliaIIy IIlSpoodod sentences (part 
served i1 piscn. JDIII.I1de.- p'cba1lon) 8'0 ilcUdod v.i1J 
tile 'Inmates \MIIJ CNer 1 yOOl maxinun sentence" criy 
if tte Jrisoo portion a tile senllIlCO OICceeds 1 year. 

fIlode Wind. 10 RlOdo island. populations of i'mI!tes 
givEll JDlllaIy swpondod lIenlences (put BS'Ved in 
priscn. pm Lnder JrObaIion) _ i1cWed ~IJ ilmates 

Wyoming. BeOmino Jmo 00. 1992, YvYomino IMI be 
reporting jOOsdct~on fXlIlOIstion counl8 wtlic:1J m/¥ rICA be 
mrictlf ~ to JIiscnor courts lor p'u rdoronco 
dates. 

\\t1J lTlEIXinool saliences grmter than 1 year orYi I tho 
pnsOll portion IX the sentenco Q)(ceods 1 YeEl'. 

Table 2. The prillOn u/tuatlon among the S1atee, June 30, 1m 

10 Stales wth Stofllenced 10 Stales 
th3l11'gest Number 10 Stalm wlh p!&oo8fl with highest 
total prLson 0/ hlghostlncar. pof 100.000 annuai growth 
popu8tlons Irvnalos ceratlon ral!!$· residents CI30191 to 6t:r:J192 

CaI.orllla 104.352 South Carolna 484 MlnMBOla 
New YOlk 60.254 NGWda 472 Virginia 
Texas 53.420 Loulslala 484 Washlngten 
Florida 47.012 Oklahoma 441 Hawaii 
Ohio 37,452 Arizona 406 Delawaro 
Michigan 37,228 Alabama 401 Arkansas 
IUInois 30.432 Michigan 396 Ohio 
Pennsylvania 24.344 Maryland 379 Kansas 
G8O!gla 24.332 Delaware 368 Vermont 
New Jersey 23.733 Mlsslsslwl 353 Colerado 

Note: The District of Columbia as a wholly urban Jurisdiction Is excluded. 
"The nll11ber of prlsonors wllh sentences "realer than 1 yOat per 100.000 residents. 

Table 3. Average weekly growth In thG nurnbef of 
priaoMl'. during tne flret half ot the year, 1M9-112 

Allerage weekly !J!owth illlle ",mber 0/ prisooers 
January to January to January to January 10 
Juno 1992 June. 1991 Juno. 1000 June. 1969 

U.S. total 1,209 1,160 1.842 1.1139 

Feders/ 222 80 182 186 
Stale 987 1.080 1.46(1 1,653 

Male 1,139 1.083 1,529 1.658 
Female 70 77 113 102 

Regions 
NOI'th0ast 101 200 304 347 
MIdwost 214 195 314 3G3 
South 393 385 542 560 
Weal 199 300 300 383 

Noto: Ccrnp61isons are IOf December 31 and June 30 • 

2 

10 Stator; wth 
the III'gest 

Percent number 0/ 
change lemale prll500ers 

16.3'lC. ClJIWornia 
14.6 NewYOfk 
13.0 Texas 
12.7 Florida 
12.5 Ohio 
11.5 Michigan 
11.1 Georgia 
10.3 IMlnols 
10.3 Louisiana 
10.2 Virginia 

Number 
of lomaID 
p!1sonenI 

6.34-4 
3.465 
2.540 
2,504 
2.401 
1.825 
1.372 
1.343 
1.333 
1.182 




