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Fourteen States provided data describing 
the processing and disposition during 1988 
of felony arrests that arose from 648,463 
incidents. Eight States reported on the 
entire criminal justice process beginning at 
arrest. Of the more than 584,450 persons 
arrested in these 8 States, 81 % were prose­
cuted, 59% were convicted of a felony or 

• misdemeanor, and 39% received a sen­
tence to a State prison or a local jail. These 
findings are from data voluntarily submitted 
to the Offender-Based Transaction Statis­
tics (OBTS) program of the Bureau of Jus­
tice Statistics. 

• 

OBTS collects data from States on the crim­
inal justice processing of persons arrested 
for a felony. In 1988 the participating States 
- which accounted for more than 36% of 
the resident population of the United States 
- were Alabama, Alaska, California, 
Delaware, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New York, Oregon, Pennsylva­
nia, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. 

Other findings from an analysis of these 
felony arrests Include the following: 

• Of the 536,708 prosecutions reported 
by OBTS States in 1988, almost 1 in 4 
resulted In a court dismissal, and slightly 
less than 3 in 4 ended with a conviction. 
One percent of the prosecutions resulted 
in acquittal, and 5% resulted in other non­
convictional dispositions. 

Fourteen States participating In the 
Offender-Based Transaction Statistics 

. (OBTS) program voluntarily submitted 
criminal Justice processing data for this 
report. The data cover those felony ar­
rests that had a final disposition in 1988. 

08TS provides a valuable vantage point 
on the criminal justice process. It is 
based on the Individual arrested for a 
felony. Only this type of information 
at this level of detail permits a compre­
hensive examination of the outcomes 
of arrest, prosecution, and conviction. 

• More than 61n 10 of those convicted 
received a sentence to a State prison or 
local jail. Among those convicted of homi­
cide, 88% were sentenced to incarceration; 
among those convicted of rape or robbery, 
79%; and among those convicted of bur­
glary, 78%. 

• Most persons arrested for all types of 
felonies were male (86%), white (61%), 
and under age 30 (61%). Whites and 
blacks comprised nearly equal percentages 
of accused violent offenders . 

Introduction to oeTS 

This report is based on OBTS data received 
from 14 States and covers felony arrest 
cases that terminated in calendar year 
1988. State criminal records repOSitories 
sent reports for persons arrested for one or 
more felonies with a final disposition In 
1988. Each report had a readable finger-

June 1991 

As many who are knowledgeable about 
criminal justice issues have observed, 
an appropriate response to crime and 
criminals requires an understanding of 
each stage of the criminal justlc~ process, 

We appreciate the ongoing support that 
the State criminal records repositories 
afford OBTS. Only through their coopera­
tion and assistance have we been able to 
develop and expand this program over 
the past 10 years. 

Steven D. Dillingham, Ph.D. 
Director 

print Identification. The offenses may actu­
ally have occurred in earlier years; 67% of 
the 648,463 Incidents disposed of in 1988 
occurred in that year, 27% occurred in 
1987, and 5% occurred prior to 1987. 

An OBTS record distinguishes among 
arrestees, incidents, and charges. The 
arrestee Is identified through fingerprints 
and 15 assigned an Identification number 
which can be linked to earlier records. The 
Incident number Identifies each Incident 50 

that records in multiple-charge cases can 
be condensed. In the latter situation, the 
program collects the most serious arrest 
charge as well as the most serious disposi­
tion by the police, prosecutor, grand jury, 
or court, depending on the circumstances 
of the particular case. (Each State uses 
its statutes or other rankings to determine 
the relative seriousness of offenses.) Sen­
tencing information is also collected for the 
conviction on the most serious charge. 



-
Dispositions of felony arrests 

Data from Alaska, California, Kentucky, 
Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Oregon, 
and Pennsylvania indicate that for every 
100 persons arrested for a felony, 81 were 
prosecuted, 59 were convicted, 39 received 
sentences to Incarceration, and 10 were 
committed to a State prison, usually for 
more than a year (table 1). Alabama, 
Delaware, Nebraska, Utah, Vermont, and 
Virginia provide data that begin after the 
decision has been made to prosecute. 

Compared to persons arrested for violent, 
property, or drug felonies In the eight 
States, those arrested for public-ordor 
offenses had the highest subsequent 
prosecution and conviction rates. (Public­
order offenses Include such crimes as driv­
ing while Intoidcated and obstruction of 
Justice. See AppendIx for further Informa­
tion.) Eighty-four percent of persons 
arrested for publlc-order offenses were 
prosecuted; 66% were convicted of some 
offense, though not necessarily a felony 
or a public-order offense. Compared to 
persons arrested for other types of felonies, 
a smaller percentage of those arrested 

\ 

for public-order felonies received a prison 
sentence (5%) or to sentence to either Jail or 
prison (30%). 

For individuals arrested for property 
felonies, prosecution rates (82%) and con­
viction rates (62%) were higher than among 
violent or drug felony arrestees. Howev<3r, 
sentences to prison (9%) were less likely 
among property arrestees than among drug 
arrestses (12%) or those arrested for vio­
lent crimes (12%). Those charged with 
drug felonies at arrest were the most likely 
of all persons arrested for felonies to re­
ceive a sentence to Incarceration In Jail or 
prison (47%). About a fifth of the arrests for 
violent crimes such as rape or robbery were 
likely to result in confinement In a State 
prison, but ths likelihood of prison in the 
case of homicide was 1 In every 2 arrests. 

For the 18 specific types of crimes exam­
Ined, persons charged with homicide were 
the most likely to be prosecuted (90%) 
(table 2). Other persons arrested for a 
felony with a high likelihood of prosecution 
Included those charged with other sexual 
assault and larceny (88%), burglary (87%), 
and arson (86%). 

Adjudication 

The 08TS program captures Information 
on the most serious charge and the most 
serious consequence for the arrestee at 
each decision point In the criminal Justice 

Tabla 2. likelihood of being prosecuted 
after a felony arrest In 8 States,1988 

Mostserlous 
arrest offense 

Homicide 
Larceny/theft 
Sexual assault, other 
Burglary 
Arson 
PUblic-order, other 
Fraud 
Robbery 
Drugs 
Weapons 
Sexual assault, type 
unspecified 
Rape 
Assault 
Property,othor 
Stolen property 
Kidnaping 
Violent, other 
MOlorvehlcle theft 

Percentofcmested 
personswhowere 
erosecuted 

90% 
88 
88 
87 
86 
85 
84 
82 
80 
80 

79 
77 
77 
76 
76 
75 
72 
64 

Note: Prosecutions were not necessarily pursuod 
for the offense at arrest or for a felony. 

Table 1. Disposition of felony arrests In 8 States, 1988 Table 3. DispoSition of cases prosecuted In 14 States, 1988 

Number Percentof eersons arrested 
Mostserlou5 of persons Prose- Con- Incarcerated 

Percentof cases prosecuted, 
Number according to dls[!osltion ~~ 

arrest offense arrested' cuted vlcted Total Prison Mostserious of persons Dis- Ac- Other non- Con-
arrest offen sa Erosecuted Total missal gulttal conviction' vlctlon 

All offenses 584,450 81% 59% 39% 10% 
All offenses 535,708 100% 22% 1% 5% 72% . 

Violentoffsns/.ls 144,916 79% 50% 32% 12% 
Homicide 6.089 90 68 60 49 Violentoffenses 125,536 100% 32% 2% 3% 63% 
Kidnaping 3,469 75 49 36 19 
Sexual assault 11,192 80 54 40 20 

Homicide 6,481 100 17 5 3 76 
Kidnaping 3,244 100 27 4 6 63 

Rape 5,060 77 48 38 21 Sexual assault 11,103 100 24 4 5 67 
Other 2,099 88 65 47 18 Rape 3,900 100 32 4 1 62 
Type unspecified 4,033 79 56 40 20 Other 2,135 100 21 2 4 73 

Robbery 40,432 82 53 42 21 
Assault 69,867 77 46 24 4 

Type unspecified 5.068 100 19 4 9 68 
Robbery 35,507 100 32 2 2 64 

Other violent 13,867 72 47 27 2 Assault 58,807 100 36 2 3 59 
Other violent 10,394 100 30 1 5 64 

Property offenses 202,572 82% 62% 42% 9% 
Burglary 65.991 87 70 54 15 Property offenses 197,020 100% 20% 1% 5% 75% 
Larceny/theft 53,698 88 65 38 7 Burglary 63,835 100 17 1 3 79 
Molorvehlcle theft 23,831 64 47 36 7 Larcony/theft 58,462 100 21 1 5 74 
Arson 2,208 86 61 39 14 Motorvehlcle theft 17,137 100 22 1 6 71 
Fraud 25,481 84 61 33 6 Arson 2,215 100 23 2 5 70 
Stolen property 23.D43 76 56 38 5 
Other property 8,320 76 51 23 5 

Fraud 29,823 100 19 1 9 71 
Stolen property 18,711 100 23 -- 3 74 
Other property 6,837 100 28 1 4 67 

Drug offenses 145,971 80% 58% 47% 12% 
Drug offenses 127,892 100% 19% 1% 7% 73% 

Public-order offenses 90,991 84% 66% 30% 5% 
Weapons 20,354 80 54 28 7 
Other public-order 70,637 85 70 30 4 

Public-ordaroffenses 86,260 100% 16% 1% 5% 78% 
Weapons 17,600 100 26 1 5 68 
Other public-order 68,660 100 13 1 5 81 

Nole: The 8 States are Alaska, California. Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, New 
York, Oregon, and Pennsylvania. The other 6 States provide OBTS data only 
from the point after the decision has been made to prosecute. 
'Includes only arrest reports containing readable fingerprints and excludes 

Nota: Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 
'Includes 10,574 cases of nollo prosequi. 
-Less than 0.5%. 

129 incidents for which National Crime Information Center (NCIC) codes are 
not known. 
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process. A basic program requirement is 

_
that the arrestee must have been originally 
harged with a felony, an offense that may 
e punishable by Imprisonment for more 

than 1 year. However, OBTS data reveal 
that more than a quarter of the felony 
charges at arrest were downgraded by 
prosecutors or the courts to misdemeanors 
or mere violations of local ordinances: 

Disposition 
offense type 

Total 

Among persons arrested 
for a felony, percent 
of court dispositions 

Felony 
Misdemeanor 
Local ordinance 

100.0% 
70.2 
23.3 
6.6 

This charge-reduction may have occurred 
from plea bargaining or because the evi­
dence or testimony supported only a lesser 
charge. 

Of the 648,463 felony arrests, 386,974, or 
60%, resulted In conviction. In the eight 
States reporting pre-adjudication disposi­
tions, the police released 5% of the persons 
arrested for felonies, grand juries or prose­
cutors failed to Indict 14%, and prosecutors 

_~ed nolle prosequi on 1.6%. (Nolle prose­
~Ulls notice to the court that the prosecutor 

will not pursue the case -In some jurisdic­
tions following approval by the court.) Of 
the total number of persons prosecuted, the 

courts dismissed 22% of the cases, acqUit­
ted the defendant In 1%, and rendered a 
judgment other than acquittal or conviction 
In 5% (table 3). 

The percentage of cases resulting In con­
viction varied by type of offense. For exam­
ple, convictions accounted for 78% of those 
prosecuted after an arrest for a public-order 
felony and 63% of those prosecuted follow­
Ing arrest for a violent felony. For court 
dismissals, however, the difference was in 

Table 4. Likelihood of being convicted 
If prosecuted after arrest for a felony 
in 14 States, 1988 

Mostserious 
arrest offense 

Public-order, other 
Burglary 
Homicide 
Larceny/theft 
Stolen property 
Drugs 
Sexual assault, other 
Motorvehlcle theft 
Fraud 
Arson 
Weapons 
Sexual assault, type 

unspecified 
Property, other 
Robbery 
Violent, other 
Kidnaping 
Rape 
Assault 

Percental 
prosecuted persons 
who were convicted 

81% 
79 
76 
74 
74 
73 
73 
71 
71 
70 
68 

68 
67 
64 
64 
63 
62 
59 

Table 5. Sentences received In 14 States, by arrest offenses, 1988 

Numberol Percent 01 convicted offenders, according to sentence ~l2e 
Most serious parsons Nonlncarceration Incarceration 
arrest offense convicted Total Probation" Other Total Prison Jail 

All offenses 386,670 34% 19% 15% 66% 20% 47% 

Violent offenses 78,771 33% 17% 17% 67% 27% 40% 
Homicide 4,896 12 7 4 88 72 16 
Kidnaping 2,036 24 15 8 76 43 33 
Sexual assault 7,421 23 15 7 77 41 36 

RaRe 2,436 21 15 6 79 44 35 
Other 1,550 26 19 7 74 29 44 
Type unspecified 3,435 23 14 9 77 44 33 

Robbery 22,832 21 11 9 79 43 37 
Assault 34,932 46 21 25 54 11 43 
Otherviolent 6,654 42 24 18 58 4 53 

Property offenses 147,102 32% 17% 15% 68% 19% 49% 
Burglary 50,451 22 13 9 78 25 53 
Larceny/theft 43,194 39 18 21 61 16 45 
Motor vehicle theft 12,221 24 14 9 76 17 59 
Arson 1,543 32 22 10 68 26 42 
Fraud 21,302 39 23 16 61 20 42 
Stolen property 13,803 32 20 12 68 11 57 
Other property 4,588 52 18 34 48 11 37 

Drug offenses 93,305 21% 12% 9% 79% 23% 56% 

Public-order offenses 67,492 56% 35% 22% 44% 8% 36% 
Weapons 11,917 48 34 15 52 14 38 
Other public-order 55,575 58 35 23 42 7 35 f· 

Note: Detail may not add to total because 01 rounding. "Includes 17,970 dispositions 01 "probation without ver-
Sentences given were not necessarily lor the offense dicr meted out in Minnesota (287), Pennsylvania 
at arrest or lor a lelony. (17,661), and Utah (22). 
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the opposite direction: courts dismissed 
cases of 32% of persons arrested for a 
violent felony and 16% of those arrested for 
a public-order felony. 

Conviction in OBTS refers to any conviction 
following a decision to prosecute. Persons 
prosecuted after being arrested for publlc­
order crimes that exclude weapons of­
fenses had the highest conviction rates, 
81 % of those prosecuted (table 4). Among 
those prosecuted, those charged at arrest 
with burglary or homicide also had relatively 
high percentages of conviction (79% and 
76%, respectively). 

Dismissals, acquittals, and other noncon­
vlctions among those prosecuted were 
highest for those charged with violent of­
fenses; 37% of those prosecuted following 
arrest for a violent crime had their cases 
terminated by other than a conviction. As­
sault, with 41 % of the cases endl ng by 
other than a conviction, rape (38% noncon­
viction), and kidnaping (37%) were the 
offenses with the highest percentages of 
prosecutions that resulted in no conviction. 

Sentencing 

Sentencing reflects the specific conviction 
offense, which may have been less serious 
than the arrest charge. For the OSTS data 
obtained from the 14 States In 1988, 66% 
of those convicted were sentenced to 
prison or jail, and 34% received probation 
or some other type of sentence without 
Incarceration (table 5). Among persons 
arrested for a violent or property felony and 
convicted, there were two sentences to 
Incarceration for every sentence to proba­
tion, fine, restitution, or community service. 

Convicted persons arrested for the most 
serious violent crimes had the highest per­
centage of convicted offenders receiving a 
sentence to confinement. Of those arrested 
for homicide and then convicted of homi­
cide or another offense, 88% received a 
sentence to Incarceration. Among those 
arrested for rape, robbery, or drug offenses 
and subsequently convicted, 79% received 
a confinement sentence. 

Fifty-six percent of convicted offenders 
who had been arrested for a public-order 
felony received a sentence that did not In­
clude confinement In prison or Jail. When 
all sentences are considered together for 
offenders convicted in the 14 States In 
1988, at least half of the persons arrested 
for motor vehicle theft, stolen property, a 
drug offense, other violent offenses, or 



burglary were sentenced to local Jails (table 
6). Following conviction, more than 7 of 10 
persons arrested for homicide ware sen­
tenced to State prisons (tabls 7). 

A reduction in offense seriousness from ar­
rest to conviction, as cases passed through 
the criminal justice process, can be ob­
served In the decreasing percentages In 

Table 6. Likelihood of being snntenced 
to Jail If convicted after a felony arrest 
In 14 States, 1988 

~ostserious 
arrest offense 

Motorvehicle theft 
Stolen property 
Drugs 
Burglary 
Violent, other 
Larceny/theft 
Sexual assault, other 
Assault 
Fraud 
Arson 
Weapons 
Robbery 
Property, other 
Rape 
Public-order, other 
Sexualassau~, type 

unspecified 
Kidnaping 
Homicide 

Percantofconvlcted 
offenders who were 
sentenced to jail 

59% 
57 
56 
53 
53 
45 
44 
43 
42 
42 
38 
37 
37 
35 
35 

33 
33 
16 

Note: Sentences given were not necessarily 
for the offense at arrest or for a felony. 

all offense categories except public-order. 
As shown to tho right, among those ar­
rested for a felony and convicted of some 
offense, public-order offenses such as 
driving while Intoxicated, gambling, and 
obstruction of justice accounted for about 
17% of those convicted based on the arrest 
charge, but nearly 26% of those convicted 
based on the court-disposed offense. 

Table 7. Likelihood of baing sentenced 
to prison If convicted after a felony arrest 
In 14 States, 1988 

Most serious 
arrest offense 

Homicide 
Rape 
Sexual assault, type 
unspecified 

Robbery 
Kidnaping 
Sexual assault, other 
Arson 
Burglary 
Drugs 
Fraud 
Motorvehlcle theft 
Larceny/theft 
Weapons 
Stolen property 
Assault 
Property, other 
Publlc-order, other 
Violent, other 

Percent of convicted 
offenders who were 
sentenced to prison 

72% 
44 

44 
43 
43 
29 
26 
25 
23 
20 
17 
16 
14 
11 
11 
11 
7 
4 

Note: Sentences given were not necessarily 
for the offense at arrest 

Table 8. Sentences received In 14 States, by conviction offense,1988 

Number Percent of convicted offenders, according to sentence !Yee 
Mostserlous of persons Nonlncarceralion Incarceration 
conviction offense convicted" Total Probationb Other Total Prison Jail 

Alloffenses 382,610 33% 19% 14% 67% 20% 47% 

Violentoffenses 60,233 29% 18% 11% 71% 32% 38% 
Homicide 3,789 8 5 3 92 81 11 
Kidnaping 861 20 13 7 80 60 20 
Sexual assault 5,756 18 13 4 82 48 34 

Rape 971 8 7 1 92 75 17 
Other 1,885 27 23 4 73 26 47 
Type unspecified 2,900 15 9 6 85 54 31 

Robbery 14,216 13 11 2 87 63 24 
Assault 26,214 34 25 9 66 15 52 
Other violent 9,397 58 18 40 42 3 39 

Property offenses 136,207 28% 18% 10% 72% 21% 51% 
Burglary 30,057 15 11 4 85 40 45 
Larceny/theft 48,806 31 18 13 69 15 54 
Motorvehlcletheft 11,961 22 14 8 78 17 61 
Arson 1,207 26 18 7 74 33 42 
Fraud 20,388 37 25 12 63 21 42 
Stolen property 16,153 31 23 7 69 14 55 
Other property 7,635 43 22 22 57 7 50' 

Drug offenses 87,369 19% 12% 7% 81% 25% 57% 

Publlc·orderoffenses 98,801 55% 27% 28% 45% 7% 38% 
Weapons 13,420 41 32 9 59 16 43 
Other publlc·order 85,381 57 27 31 43 5 38 

Note: Detail may not alld to total because of rounding. b'ncludes 17,970 dispositions of "probation without 
"sentencing data were available for 99% of convlc- verdlcr meted out In Minnesota (287), Pennsylvania 
tions. (17,661), and Utah (22). 

4 

Type of 
offense 

Total 
Violent 
Property 
Drugs 
Public-order 

Arrest 
offense 

100.0% 
20.5 
38.3 
24.4 
16.8 

Conviction 
offense-

100.0% 
15.7 
35.6 
22.8 
25.8 

·The arrest offense was a felony; the of­
fense at the ~me of disposition may have 
been a felony or misdemeanor. 

• 
Sentencing patterns observed for convicted 
offenders based on the court-disposed con 
viction offense were similar to those based 
on the arrest offense (tables 8 and 5). The 
more serious violent crimes, such as homi-
cide and rape, reflected the highest per­
centages of prison commitments, while less 
serious public-order offenses resulted In 
higher percentages of convicted offenders 
receiving a nonincarceration sentence. 

The three major sentencing options of pro­
bation, jail, and prison reveal substantial 
differences in the composition of those 
sentenced (table 9). For example, while 
robbers accounted for 4% of those con-
victed and about 2% of those sentenced 
to either probation or a local jail, they com­
prised 12% of offenders sentenced to 
prison. Violent offenders made up 26% of 
convicted defendents sentenced to prison • 
but 13% of those sentenced to jail and 15% 
of those sentenced to probation. 

Table 9. Conviction offense, by type 
of sentence received In 14 States, 1988 

Percent of convicted offenders 
Mostserious Pro-
conviction offense Total" bation Jail Prison 

All offenses 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Violentoffenses 16% 15% 13% 26% 
Homicide 1 4 
Kidnaping 1 
Sexual assaultb 2 1 1 4 
Robbery 4 2 2 12 
Assault 7 9 8 5 
Other violent 2 2 2 

Property offenses 37% 34% 38% 38% 
Burglary 9 4 8 16 
Larceny/theft 13 12 15 9 
Motorvehicle theft 3 2 4 3 
Arson 1 
Fraud 5 7 5 5 
Stolen property 5 5 5 3 
Other property 2 2 2 1 

Drug offenses 25% 14% 28% 28% 

Public-order offenses 22% 37% 21% 8% 
Weapons 4 6 3 3 
Other public-order 18 31 18 6 

Note: The numbers of convicted offenders follow: 
total, 328,328; probation, 72,428; jail, 179,705; and 
prison, 76.195. Detail may not add to total because 
of rounding. 
-Less than 0.5%. 
"Excludes convicted offenders sentenced to other 

~~~I~~~~~:~~: ~~e~r !:~~~~'assaults, and type 
unspecified. 



Demographic characteristics 

• 
The majority of persons arrested for a 
felony In the 14 participating States were 
male, white, and under age 30 (table 10). 

Although men predominated among per­
sons arrested for all the categories of 
felonies, their percentages were espe~lally 
high among persons arrested for violent 
(90%) and public-order offenses (89%). 
Higher percentages of women were found 
among arrests for larceny (24%) and fraud 
(3.6%). 

Sixty-one percent of persons arrested for 
a felony were white, 38% were black, and 
about 1 % were Native Americans, Asians, 
or Pacific Islanders. This overall pattern 
also existed for drug and property offend­
ers, but blacks were more highly repre­
sented among those arrested for violent 
offenses (48% of arrestees), while whites 
accounted for a larger percentage of publlc­
order arrestees (76%). 

Persons in their twenties accounted for 
47% of those arrested for violent offenses, 
47% of property arrestees, 52% of those ar­
rested for drug violations, and 44% of those 

• 
arrested for public-order felonies. These 
young adults were most overrepresented 

among those arrested and charged with 
robbery, kidnaping, and motor vehicle theft . 
By contrast, arrestees of at least age 40 
were overrepresented among those arrest­
ed for assault, arson, fraud, sexual assault 
other than rape, and public-order offenses 
other than weapons violations. The OBTS 
program Is designed to account for adult 
felons and only those juveniles who are 
Involved In very serious felonies and tried 
as adults In criminal courts. The data show 
that persons under age 20 are overrepre­
sented among those arrested for robbery 
(23%), burglary (21 %), motor vehicle theft 
(24%), other property (23%), stolen property 
(20%), and weapons violations (18%). 
Across the major offense categories, an 
overall decline In arrests was associated 
with increases in age, and regardless 
of category, persons in their twenties 
accounted for the largest percentage of 
arrests (figure 1). 

Appendix 

Felons and felonies 

All 14 States under study provided ID num­
bers for both arrestees and arrest events. 
There were 616,149 final dispositions (ex­
cluding 32,314 unknown 10's) attributable 
to 501,299 arrestees, or 1.23 ~elony arrest 
events per offender. 

Table 10. Sex, race, and age of persons arrested for a felony In 14 States, 
by arrest offense, 1988 

Percentof !;!ersons arrested for a felon~ 
AGe 

Mostserious Sex Race Under 40 or 
arrostoffense Total Male Female White Black Other 20 20-24 25-29 30-39 older 

All offenses 100% 86% 14% 61% 38% 1% 14% 25% 22% 25% 13% 

Violent offenses 100% 90% 10% 51% 48% 1% 14% 25% 22% 25% 15% 
Homicide 100 91 9 53 47 1 16 26 20 22 15 
Kidnaping 100 92 8 55 44 1 9 26 26 27 13 
Sexual assault 100 99 1 65 35 1 10 2Q 20 28 21 

Rape 100 99 1 53 46 1 11 25 22 27 15 
Other 100 98 2 77 22 1 11 17 17 28 26 
Type unspecified 100 ge 2 69 30 1 9 18 19 29 24 

Robbery 100 92 8 35 65 -- 23 30 22 20 5 
Assault 100 87 13 54 46 1 11 23 21 26 18 
Other violent 100 88 12 73 26 1 6 19 23 32 20 

Property offenses 100% 82% 18% 63% 36% 1% 18% 26% 21% 23% 11% 
Burolary 100 90 10 65 34 1 21 29 21 22 7 
Larceny/theft 100 76 24 58 42 1 16 23 21 25 14 
Motorvehicle theft 100 90 10 59 40 1 24 31 20 19 6 
Arson 100 84 16 65 34 1 15 22 19 26 18 
Fraud 100 64 36 67 32 1 9 23 21 27 19 
Stolen property 100 88 12 68 31 1 20 28 20 22 10 
Other property 100 92 8 68 31 1 23 26 22 21 9 

Drug offenses 100% 84% 16% 59% 41% -- 12% 27% 25% 27% 9% 

Public-order offenses 100% 89% 11% 76% 23% 1% 8% 22% 22% 27% 21% 
Weapons 100 94 6 56 44 1 18 27 21 22 12 
Other public-order 100 87 13 82 17 1 5 20 22 28 24 • Note: The sex, race, and age of persons arrested for felonies were reported in 99%, 97%, 

and 98% of the cases, respectively. Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 
-Less than 0.5%. 
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Public-order offenses 

The most frequently charged categories of 
public-order felonies at arrest Included: 

Driving-related felonies 40% 
Weapons 21 
Family-related felonies 9 
Flight or escape 9 
Sex offenses, excluding 

assault and 
commercialized sex 5 

Obstruction of justice 5 

Arrests, by offense and age of arrestee, 1988 

Percentofarrests 
30% 

20% 

10% 

0% . 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 
Under 20- 25- 30- 35- 40- 45- 50- 55 

20 24 29 34 39 44 49 54 or 
older 

Age of arrestee 

Figure '1 



Access to data 

OBTS data are publicly available for the dis­
position years 1980 through 1988. Data for 
1989 are being processed and should be 
available in late 1991. Researchers inter­
ested in analyzing the OBTS data may ac­
cess them through the National Archive of 
Criminal Justice Data (NACJD) at the Uni­
versity of Michigan. Information can be ob­
tained from NACJDIICPSR, P.O. Box 1248, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106; telephone (800) 999-
0960. 

Methodology 

Local criminal justice agencies record arrest 
data and other information on fingerprint 
cards and disposition documents. The 
agencies forward the data to a State's crimi­
nallnformatlon repository that updates ap­
propriate master records. OBTS receives 
data from the repositories. OBTS coverage 
may remain Incomplete within the reporting 
States for several reasons. Not all law en­
forcement agencies fingerprint all persons 
arrested, and some do not submit all their 
fingerprint cards. Offenders sometimes 
surrender directly to a court and are not fin­
gerprinted. Even when a fingerprint card Is 
filed, the prosecutor or court may not report 
the final disposition. 

BJS sponsored a survey of 50 States and 
the District of Columbia to assess the qual­
ity of data In the criminal record repositories 
at the end of 1989. As noted above, Juris­
dictions varied In the completeness of re­
porting. Interested readers can refer to the 
report, SUNey of Criminal History Informa­
tion Systems (NCJ-125620, March 1991), 
to gain estimates of the amount and type 
of missing data. 

BJS annually solicits State repositories to 
extract and submit data from their master 
records, following OBTS guidelines. Some 
States are In the process of automating 
their criminal-history files and cannot partici­
pate. Other States do not participate be­
cause of Insufficient reporting by local 
agencies, criminal-history files not designed 
for statistical extraction, or lack of re­
sources. 

In 1990 BJS and the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance (BJA) Initiated a joint program 
to make systematic Improvements in the 
quality and timeliness of State criminal­
history records Information throughout the 
country. The program has a duration of 3 
years and an annual budget of $9 million. 
Additional resources will be made available 

by BJA beginning In fiscal year 1992. It Is 
anticipated that one by-product of this effort 
will be Increased State participation 
In OBTS and general Improvement In the 
quality snd completeness of the data 
submitted. 

To ensure comparability among States, the 
OBTS standards use the FBI's National 
Crime Information Center (NCIC) offense 
codes. To preserve privacy, an OBTS 
record uses as personal Identifiers only an 
encrypted Identification number (to permit 
study of repeat offenders), sex, race, and 
age. 

oaTS data are based on the year of final 
disposition, not on the year of arrest. Thus, 
an OaTS year Includes arrests that oc­
curred in an earlier year. A final disposition 
refers to either a decision not to prosecute 
or a trial court finding, not to an appeal. 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Bulletins are 
written principally by BJS staff. This 
report was written by Jacob Perez. 
Tom Hester edited the report, and Brian 
Reaves provided statistical review. 
Priscilla Middleton assisted with graph­
Ics. Marilyn Marbrook administered 
production, assisted by Priscilla Middle­
ton, Jayne Pugh and Yvonne Boston. 

June 1991, NCJ-129861 

The Assistant Attorney General, Office 
of Justice Programs, coordinates the 
activities of the following program offices 
and bureaus: Bureau of Justice Statis­
tics, National Institute of .Justice, Bureau 
of Justice Assistance, Office of JUVenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 
and Office for Victims of Crime. 
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Call toll-free SOO-732-3277 (local 301-
251-5500) to order BJS reports, to be 
added to one of the BJS mailing lists, 
or to speak to a reference specialist In 
statistics at the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, National Criminal 
Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, 
Rockville, MD 20850_ 
BJS maintains the following mailing 
lists: 
• Law enforcement reports (new) 
• Drugs and crime data (new) 
• Justice spending & employment 
• White-collar crime 
• National Crime Survey (annual) 
• Corrections (annual) 
• Courts (annual) 
• Privacy and security of criminal 

history Information and 
Information policy 

• Federal statistics (annual) 
• BJS bulletins and special reports 

(approximately twice a month) 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statistics (annual) 
Single copies of reports are free; use 
NCJ number to order_ Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive of 

•

mlnal Justice Data (formerly 
N), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 

(toll-free 1-S00-999-0960). 

National Crime SUlvey 
The Nation's two crime measures: Unlfonn 

Crime Reports and the National Crime 
Survey, NCJ-122705, 4190 

Criminal victimization In tho U.S.: 
1973-a8 trends, NCJ-129392, 7/91 
1989 (IInal), NCJ·129391, 6191 
1988 (IInal), NCJ-122024, 10/90 
1987 (linal report), NCJ·115524, 6189 

BJS special reports 
Handgun crime victims, NCJ-123559, 7/90 
Black victims, NCJ-122562, 4/90 
Hispanic victims, NCJ·120507, 1/90 
The redesiGned National Crime Survey: 

Selected new data, NCJ-114746, 1189 
Motor vehicle theff, NCJ·109978, 3/88 
Elderiy victims, NCJ·107676, 11187 
Violent crime trep.ds, NCJ-107217, 11187 
Robbery victims NCJ-104638, 4/87 
Violent crime ':it strang'lrs lind non· 

strangers, NCJ·103702, 1187 
Preventing domestic violence against 

women, NCJ·102037, 8186 
Crime prevention measures, NCJ-100438, 

3/86 
The use of weapons In committing crimes, 

NCJ·99643, 1186 
Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ·9943.2, 

12185 
Tho economic cost of crime to victims, 

NCJ·93450, 4/84 

BJS bulletins: 
Crime and the Nation's households, 1990, 

NCJ·130302,7/9f 
Criminal victimization 1989, NCJ·125615, 

10/90 
The crime 01 rape, NCJ-967n, 3/85 
Household burglary, NCJ·96021, 1/&5 

_
asuring crime, NCJ·75710, 2181 

technical reports 
w directions for the NCS, NCJ-115571, 
3/89 

Series crimes: Report of a field test, 
NCJ-104615, 4187 

Teenage victims of crime, NCJ·128129, 5/91 
Female victims of violent crime, 

NCJ·127187, 1/91 
Redoslgn of tho National Crime Survey, 

NCJ·111457,3/89 
The seasonality cf crime victimization, 

NCJ·111033,8188 
Crime and older Americans Infonnallon 

package, NCJ-104569, $10, 5187 
Victimization and fear of crime: Worid 

perspectives, NCJ-93872, 1185, $9.15 
The National Crime Survey: Working papers, 

vol. I: Current and historical perspectives, 
NCJ·75374, 8182 
vol. II: Methodology studies, NCJ·9Q307 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Prisoners In 1990, NCJ·129198, 5/91 
Women In prison, NCJ·127991, 4191 
Capital punishment 1989, NCJ·124545, 10/90 
Violent State prison Inmates and their 

victims, NCJ·124133, 7/90 
Prisoners In 1989, NCJ·122716, 5/90 
Prison rule violators, NCJ·120344, 12189 
Capital punishment 1988, NCJ·118313, 7189 
Recidivism of prisoners released In 1983, 

NCJ·116261,4189 
Drug use and crime: State prison Inmate 

survey, 1986, NCJ·111940, 7188 
Time served In prison and on parole 1984, 

NCJ·108544, 12187 
Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986, 

NCJ·109926, 1/88 
Imprisonment In four countries, 

NCJ·103967,2187 
Population density In State prisons, 

NCJ·103204, 12186 
State and Federal prisoners, 1925-85, 

NCJ·102494,11186 
Prison admissions and relliases, 1983, 

NCJ·100582, 3/86 
The prevalence of Imprisonment, 

NCJ·93857, 7185 

Race of prisoners admitted to State and 
Federellnstltutions, 1926-88, NCJ·125618, 6J91 

National oorrections reporting program, 
1985, NCJ·123522, 12190 

Prisoners at midyear 1990 (press release), 
10/90 

Correctional populations In the U.S.: 
1988, NCJ·124280, 3/91 
1987, NCJ·118762, 12189 
1986, NCJ·111611, 2189 

Historical statistics on prisoners In State and 
Federal Institutions, yearend 1925-88, 
NCJ·111098,6186 

1984 census of State adult correctional 
facilities, NCJ·105585, 7/87 

Census of falls and survey of fall Inmates: 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Drug use and /all Inmates, NCJ·130389, 
7/91 

Jail Inmates 1990, NCJ·129756, 6191 
Profile of /all Inmates 1989, NCJ·129097, 

4/91 
Jail Inmates, 1989, NCJ·123284, 6190 
Population density In local/ails, 1988, 

NCJ·122299, 3/90 
Census of local/ails, 1988 (BJS bulletin), 

NCJ·121101,2/90 
Jail Inmates, 1987, NCJ·114319, 12186 
Drunk driving, NCJ·109945, 2186 
Jail Inmates, 1988, NCJ·107123, 10187 

Census oflocal/all8 1988, vol. I, Summary, 
NCJ·127992, 4/91 

Census 01 local/ails, 1983: Data fClr 
Individual/ails, vols. I·IV, Northeast, 
Midwest, South, West, NCJ·112796-9; 
vol. V. Selected IIndlngs, methodology, 
summary tables, NCJ·112795, 11186 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins 

Probation and parole: 
1989, NCJ·125833, 11/90 
1988, NCJ·119970, 11189 

RJS special reports 
Recidivism of young parolees, NCJ·104916, 

5187 

Children in custody 
Census of public and private /uvenlle 

detention, correctional, and shelter 
facilities, 1975-85, NCJ·114065, 6189 

Survey of youth In custody, 1987 
(special report), NCJ·113385, 9188 

Law enforcement management 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Police departments In lal'lle cities, 1987, 
NCJ·119220, 8189 

Prolile of slato and !ocal law enforcement 
agenclos, NCJ·113949, 3/89 

Expenditure and employment 
BJS bulletins: 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1988, NCJ·123132, 7190 

Anti-drug abuse fonnula grants: Justice 
variable pass·through data, 1988 (BJS 
Technical Report), NCJ·120070, 3/90 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1988 (full report), NCJ·125619, 7/91 
1985 (full report), NCJ·108356, 8189 
Extracts, 1984, 1985, 1986, NCJ·124139, 7/91 

Courts 
BJS bulletins: 

Pretrial release of felony defendants, 1988,' 
NCJ·127202, 2191 

Felony sentences In State courts, 1988, 
NCJ·126923, 12190 

Criminal defense for the poor, 1986, 
NCJ·112919,9/88 

State felony courts and felony laws, 
NCJ·106273,8I87 

The growth of appeals: 1973-83 trends, 
NCJ·98381, 2185 

Case IIlIngs In State courts 1983, 
NCJ·95111,10184 

BJS special reports: 
Felony case processing In State courts, 

1988, NCJ·121753, 2190 
Felony cllse-processlng time, NCJ·101985, 

8186 
Felony sentencing In 18 local/urisdlctions, 

NCJ·97681, 6185 

Felons sentenced to probation In Stato 
courts, 1986, NCJ·124944, 11/90 

Felony defendants In large urban counties, 
1988, NCJ·122385, 4190 

Profile of felons convicted In State courts, 
1986, NCJ·120021, 1/90 

Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony courts, 
NCJ·105743, 8187 

The prosecution of felony arrests: 
1987, NCJ·124140, 9/90 

Felony laws of the 50 States and the District 
of Columbia, 1986, NCJ·105066, 2188, $14.60 

Slate court model statistical dictionary, 
Supplement, NCJ·98326, 9185 
1st edlllon, NCJ-62320, 9180 

Privacy and security 
Compendium of State privacy and security 

legislation: 
1989 overview, NCJ·121157, 5190 
1987 overview, NCJ·111097, 9188 
1989 full report (1, 500 pages, 

mlcrollche $2, hard copy $145), 
NCJ·121158,9/90 

Criminal Justice Infonnation policy: 
Forensic DNA analysis: Issues, NCJ·128567, 

6191 
Statutes requiring use of criminal hletory 

record Infonnation, NCJ·129896, 6191 
Survey of criminal history Infonnation 

systems, NCJ·125620, 3/91 
Original records of entry, NCJ·125626, 

12/90 
BJSlSEARCH conference proceedings: 

Criminal justice In the 1990's: The future 
of Infonnatlon manegement, 
NCJ·121697,5I9O 

Juvenile and adult records: One system, 
one record?, NCJ·114947, 1/90 

Open vs. confidential records, 
NCJ·113560, 1188 

Strategies for Improving data quality, 
NCJ·115339,5189 

Public access to criminal history record 
Infonnation, NCJ·111458, 11188 

Juvenile records and recordkeeplng 
systems, NCJ-112815, 11188 

Automated fingerprint Identification 
systems: Technology and policy Issues, 
NCJ·104342,4187 

Criminal justice "hot" Illes, NCJ·101850, 
12186 

Drugs & crime data: 
Drugs and crime facts, 1990, NCJ·128862, 7/91 
State drug resources: A national directory, 

NCJ·122582, 5190 
Federal drug data for national policy, NCJ· 

122715, 4/90 
Drugs and crime facts, 1989, NCJ·121022, 

1/90 

Computer crime 
BJS special reports: 

Electronic fund transfer fraud, NCJ·96666, 
3/85 

Electronic fund transfer and crime, NCJ· 
92650,2184 

Electronic fund transfer systems fraud, NCJ· 
100461, 4186 

Expert witness manual, NCJ·77927, 9181, 
$11.50 

Federal justice statistics 
Federsl criminal case processing, 1980-87, 

Ac)dendum for 1986 and preliminary 1989, 
NCJ-125616, 11/90 

Compendium of Federal justico statistics 
1986, NCJ·125617, 1/91 
1985, NCJ·123560, 8190 
1984, NCJ·112816, 9189 

The Federal civil justice system (BJS 
bulletin), NCJ·104769, 8187 

Federal offenses and offenders 

BJS special reports: 
Immigration offens9s, NCJ·124546, 8190 
Federal Criminal cases, 1980-87, 

NCJ·118311,7189 
Drug law violators, 198Q.86, NCJ 111783, 

6186 
Pretrial release and detention: 

The Ball Refonn Act of 1984, 
NCJ·109929, 2188 

White-collar crime NCJ·106876, 9187 

Ge.l1eral 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

BJS telephone contactf., '91, NCJ·130133, 
7/91 

Tracking offend6rs 1988, NCJ-129861, 6/91 
Tracking offenders, 1987, NCJ·125315, 

10/90 
Criminal caSBS In live stotes, 1983-86, 

NCJ·118798,9189 
Int"matlonal crime rates, NCJ·110776, 5188 

BJS program application kit, IIscal 1991, 
NCJ·128413, 3/91 

Violent crime In the United States, 
NCJ-127855, 3/91 

Attomey General's progrsm lor Improving the 
Nation's criminal history records and 
Identifying felons who attempt to purchase 
llreanns, NCJ·128131, 3/91 

BJS data report, 1989, NCJ·121514, 1/91 
Sourcebook of criminal justice statistics, 

1989, NCJ·124224, 9/90 
Publications of BJ5, 1985-89: 

Microfiche library, PR030014, 5190, $'190 
Bibliography, TB0030013, $17.50 

Publications of BJS, 1971-84: 
Mlcroflcho library, PR030012, $203 
Bibliography, TB030012, $17.50 

1990 directory of automated criminal Justice 
Infonnation systems, Vol. 1, Corrections; 2, 
Courts; 3, Law enforcement; 4, Probation 
and parole; 5, Prosecution; NCJ·12222f3.30, 
5/90 

BJS annual report, IIscal1988, NCJ·115749, 
4189 

Report to the Nation on crime and justice: 
Second edlllon, NCJ·105506, 6188 
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software catalog, NCJ·112178, 8186 
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Please put me on the mailing list for­

O Law enforcement reports-national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' departments: operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 
spending, policies, programs 

o Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from inves­
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime data-sentencing 
and time served by drug offenders, 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
inmates and State prisoners, and 
other quality data on drugs, crime, 
and law enforcement 

o Justice expenditure and employment 
reports-annual spending and 
staffing by Federal/State/local 
governments and by function 
(police, courts, etc.) 

To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy 
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to: 

o If your mailing label below is correct, 
check here and do not fill in 
your name and address. 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number. ( 

II White-collar crime-data on the 
processing of Federal white-collar 
crime cases 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and information 
policy-new legislation; maintaining 
and releasing intelligence and inves­
tigative records; data quality 
issues 

o Juvenile corrections reports­
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correctional 
facilities 

o BJS bulletins and special reports­
timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case processing from 
prosecution through court disposi­
tion, State felony laws, felony 
sentencing, criminal defense 

Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above): 

U.s. Department of Justice 

Office of Justice Programs 

Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20531 

Bulletin 

Official Business 
Penillty for Private Use $300 
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o Corrections reports-results of 
sample surveys and censuses of jails,. 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the 
only regular national survey of 
crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 
100+ figures, subject index, 
annotated bibliography, addresses 
of sources) 

o Send me a form to sign up for NCJ 
Reports (free 6 times a year), which 
abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice 
publications and lists upcoming 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 

You will receive an 
annual renewal card. 
If you do not return it, 
we must drop you from 
the mailing list. 
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