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Fourteen States provided data describing
the processing and disposition during 1988
of felony arrests that arose from 648,463
Incidents. Eight States reported on the
entire criminal justice process beginning at
arrest. Of the more than 584,450 persons
arrested in these 8 States, 81% were prose-
cuted, 59% were convicted of a felony or
misdemeanor, and 39% received a sen-
tence to a State prison or a local jail. These
findings are from data voluntarily submitted
to the Offender-Based Transaction Statls-
tics (OBTS) program of the Bureau of Jus-
tice Statistics.

OBTS collects data from States on the crim-
inal justice processing of persons arrested
for a felony. In 1988 the participating States
— which accounted for more than 36% of
the resident population of the United States
— were Alabama, Alaska, California,
Delaware, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, New York, Oregon, Pennsylva-
nia, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia.

Other findings from an analysis of these
felony arrests include the following:

¢ Of the 536,708 prosecutions reported
by OBTS States in 1988, almost 1 in 4
resulted in a court dismissal, and slightly
less than 3 in 4 ended with a conviction,
One percent of the prosecutions resulted
in acquittal, and 5% resulted in other non-
convictional dispositions.

ffenders, 1988

Fourteen States participating in the
Offender-Based Transaction Statistics

. (OBTS) program voluntarily submitted
criminal justice processing data for this
report. The data cover those felony ar-
rests that had a final disposition in 1988.

OBTS provides a valuable vantage point
on the criminal justice process. ltis
based on the individual arrested for a
felony. Only this type of information

at this level of detail permits a compre-
hensive examination of the outcomes

of arrest, prosecution, and conviction,

June 1991

As many who are knowledgeable about
criminal justice issues have observed,

an appropriate response to ctime and
criminals requires an understanding of
each stage of the criminal justice process,

We appreciate the ongeing support that
the State criminal records repositories
afford OBTS. Only through their coopera-
tion and asslistance have we been able to
develop and expand this program over
the past 10 years.

Steven D. Dillingham, Ph.D.
Director

¢ More than 6 in 10 of those convicted
recaived a sentence to a State prison or
local jail. Among those convicted of homi-
cide, 88% were sentenced to incarceration;
amang those convicted of rape or robbery,
79%; and among those convicted of bur-
glary, 78%.

» Most persons arrested for all types of
felonies were male (86%), white (61%),

and under age 30 (61%). Whites and
blacks comprised nearly equal percentages
of accused violent offenders.

Introduction to OBTS

This report is based on OBTS data received
from 14 States and covers felony arrest
cases that terminated in calendar year
1988. State criminal records repositories
sent reports for persons arrested for one or
more felonies with a final disposition in
1988. Each report had a readable finger-

print identification. The offenses may actu-
ally have occurred in earlier years; §7% of
the 648,463 incidents disposed of in 1988
occurred in that year, 27% occurred in
1987, and 5% occurred prior to 1987.

An OBTS record distinguishes among
arrestess, incidents, and charges. The
arrestee Is identified through fingerprints
and is assigned an identification number
which can be linked to earlier records. The
incldent number identifies each incident so
that records in multiple-charge cases can
be condensed. In the latter situation, the
program collects the most serious arrest
charge as well as the most serious disposi-
tion by the police, prosecutor, grand jury,
or court, depending on the circumstances
of the particular case. {Each State uses
its statutes or other rankings to determine
the relative sericusness of offenses.) Sen-
tencing information is also collected for the
conviction on the most serious charge.




Dispositions of felony arrests

Data from Alaska, California, Kentucky,
Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Oregon,
and Pennsylvania indicate that for every
100 persons arrested for a felony, 81 were
prosecuted, 53 were convictad, 39 recelved
sentences to Incarceration, and 10 were
committed to a State prison, usually for
more than a year (table 1). Alabama,
Delaware, Nebraska, Utah, Vermont, and
Virginla provide data that begin after the
declislon has been made to prosecute.

Compared to persons arrested for violent,
property, or drug felonies In the sight
States, those arrested for public-order
offenises had the highest subsequent
prosecution and conviction rates. (Public-
order offenses include such crimes as driv-
ing while Intoxicated and obstruction of
justice. See Appendix for further informa-
tion.) Eighty-four percent of persons
arrested for public-order offenses were
prosecutad; 66% were convicted of some
offense, though not necessarily a felony

or a public-order offense. Compared to
persons arrested for other types of felonies,
a smaller percentage of those arrested

for public-order felanies received a prison
sentence (5%) or & sentence to sither jall or
prison (30%).

For individuals arrested for property
felonies, prosecution rates (82%) and con-
viction rates (62%) were higher than among
violent or drug felany arrestess. Howevar,
sentences to prison (9%) were less likely
among property arrestees than among drug
arresteas (12%) or those arrested for vio-
lent crimes (12%j). Those charged with
drug felonies at arrest were the most likely
of all persons arrested for falonies to re-
celve a sentence to incarceration in jail or
ptison (47%). About a fifth of the arrests for
violent crimes such as rape or robbery were
likely to result in confinement in a State
prison, but the likelihood of prison in the
case of homicide was 1 in every 2 arrests,

For the 18 spaecific types of crimes exam-
ined, persons charged with homicide were
the most likely to be prosecuted (90%)
(table 2). Other persons arrested for a
felony with a high likelihood of prosecution
included those charged with other sexual
assault and larceny (88%), burgiary (87%),
and arson (86%).

Adjudlcation

The OBTS program captures Information
on the most seficus charge and the most
serious consequence for the arrestee at

each declsion peint in the criminal justice

Tabie 2. Likellhood of being prosecuted
aftor a folony arrest In 8 States, 1988

Percentofurrested

Mostserlous personswho were
arrestoffense prosecuted
Homiclde 90%
Larceny/theft 88
Sexual assault, other ag
Burglary 87
Arson 8
Public-order, other 85
Fraud 84
Robbery 82
Drugs 80
Weapons 80
Sexualassault, type

unspacified 79
Rape 77
Assault 77
Property, other 76
Stolen property 76
Kidnaping 75
Violent, other 72
Motorvehicle theft 64

Note: Prosecutions were not necessarily pursuad
for the offense at arrest or for a felony.

Table 1. Disposition of felony arrests in 8 States, 1988 Table 3. Disposition of cases prosecutad In 14 States, 1988
Number Percentof persons arrested Percentof cases prosecuted,
Mostserious ofpersons  Prose- Con- Incarcerated Numbar according te dispasition type
arrestoffense arrested* cuted  victed Total Prison Mostserious of persons Dis- Ac-  Othernon- Con-
arrestoffenise prosecuted Tota! missal  quittal conviction* victlon
Alloffenses 584,450 81% 59% 39% 10%
Alloffenses 535,708  100% 22% 1% 5% 72% .
Violentoffensss 144,916 79% 50% 32% 12%
Homicide 6,089 90 68 60 49 Violentoffenses 125,536  100% 32% 2% 3% 63%
Kidnaping 3,469 75 48 36 19 Homicide 6,481 100 17 5 3 76
Sexual assault 11,192 80 54 40 20 Kidnaping 3,244 100 27 4 6 63
Rape 5,060 77 48 38 21 Sexual assault 11,103 100 24 4 5 67
Other 2,099 88 65 47 18 Rape 3,900 100 32 4 1 62
Type unspecified 4,033 79 56 40 20 Other 2,135 100 21 2 4 73
Robbery 40,432 82 53 42 21 Type unspecified 5,068 100 19 4 9 68
Assault 69,867 77 45 24 4 Robbery 35,507 100 32 2 2 64
Other violent 13,867 72 47 27 2 Assault 58,807 100 36 2 3 &9
Otherviolent 10,394 100 30 1 5 64
Property offenses 202,572 82% 62% 42% 9% .
Burglary 85,991 87 70 54 15 Proparty offensas 187,020  100% 20% 1% 5% 75%
Larceny/theft 53,698 88 65 38 7 Burglary 63,835 100 17 1 3 79
Motorvehicle theft 23,831 64 47 36 7 Larcony/theft 58,462 100 21 1 5 74
Arson 2,208 85 61 39 14 Motorvehicle theft 17,137 100 22 1 6 71
Fraud 25,481 84 61 a3 6 Arson 2,215 100 23 2 5 70
Stolen property 23,043 76 56 38 5 Fraud 29,823 100 18 1 9 4l
Other property 8,320 76 51 23 5 Stolen property 18,711 100 23 -- 3 74
Other property 6,837 100 28 1 4 67
Drugoffenses 145,971 80% 58% 47% 12%
Drugoffenses 127,892  100% 19% 1% 7% 78%
Public-orderoffenses 90,991 84% 66% 30% 5%
Weapons 20,354 80 54 28 7 Public-orderoffenses 86,260  100% 16% 1% 5% 78%
Other public-order 70,637 85 70 30 4 Weapons 17,600 100 26 1 5 68
Otherpublic-order 68,660 100 13 1 5 81
pute: The 8 States are Alaska, California, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, New ; ,
York, Oregon, and Pennsylvania. The other 6 States provide OBTS data only Note: Detail may not add to total becausa of rounding.
from the point after the decision has been mads to prosscute. Includes 10"’3:4 cases of nolle prosequi
*Includes only arrest reports containing readable fingerprints and excludes ~Less than 0.5%.
128 incidents for which National Crime Information Center (NCIC) codes are
not known,
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process. A basic program requirement is
that the arrestee must have been originally

harged with a felony, an offense that may

e punishable by imprisocnment for more
than 1 year. However, OBTS data reveal
that more than a quarter of the felony
charges at arrest were downgraded by
prosecutors or the courts to misdemeanors
or mere violations of local ordinances:

Among persons arrested

courts dismissed 22% of the cases, acquit-
ted the defendant in 1%, and rendered a
judgment other than acquittal or conviction
in 5% (table 3).

The percentage of cases resulting in con-
viction varied by type of offense. For exam-
ple, convictions accounted for 78% of those
prosecuted after an arrest for a public-order
felony and 63% of those prosecuted follow-
ing arrest for a violent felony. For court

Disposition  for a felony, percent dismissals, however, the diiference was in
offense type of court dispositions
Total 100.0% Table 4. Likslihood of being convicted
Falon 70.2 if prosecuted after arrest for a felony
y in 14 States, 1988
Misdemeanor 23.3 n Sy
Local ordinance 6.6 Percentof
Mostserious prosecuted persons
This charge-reduction may have occurred arrestoffense who were convicted
from plea bargalining or because the svi- Public-order, other 81%
dence or testimony supported only a lesser Burglary 79
charge Homicide 76
' Larceny/theft 74
Stolen property 74
Of the 848,463 felony arrests, 386,974, or gfugsl i oth ;g
60%, resulted in conviction. In the eight P s omer 7
States reporting pre-adjudication disposi- Fraud 71
tions, the police released 5% of the persons Cvr:;;ons o
arrested for felonies, grand juries or prose- Sexualassautt, type
cutors failed to indict 14%, and prosecutors unspecified 68
filed nolle prosequi on 1.6%. (Nolle pross- g:)%%eerz, other 2?1
‘qu Is notice to the court that the prosecutor Violent, other 64
will not pursue the case — in some jurisdic- g'd"ap"‘g gg
tions following approval by the court.) Of Acoautt =8
the total number of persons prosecuted, the

Table 5. Sentences received in 14 States, by arrest offenses, 1988

Number of Porcent of convicted offenders, according to sentence type
Most serious persons Nonincarceration Incarceration
arrestoffense convicted  Total Probation* Other Total Prison Jall
Allofferises 386,670 34% 18% 15% 66% 20% 47%
Violentoffenses 78,771 33% 17% 17% 67% 27% 40%
Homicide 4,896 12 7 4 88 72 16
Kidnaping 2,036 24 15 8 76 43 33
Sexualassault 7,421 23 15 7 77 41 36
Rape 2,436 21 15 6 79 44 35
Other 1,550 26 19 7 74 29 44
Type unspacified 3,435 23 14 9 77 4 33
Robbery 22,832 21 11 9 79 43 37
Assault 34,832 48 21 25 654 11 43
Otherviolent 6,654 42 24 18 58 4 53
Property offenses 147,102 32% 17% 15% 68% 19% 49%
Burglary 50,451 22 13 9 78 25 53
Larceny/theft 43,194 39 18 21 61 16 45
Motor vehicle theft 12,221 24 14 9 76 17 59
Arson 1,643 32 22 10 68 26 42
Fraud 21,302 38 23 16 61 20 42
Stolen property 13,803 32 20 12 68 11 57
Other property 4,588 52 18 34 48 11 37
Drugoffenses 93,305 21% 12% 9% 79% 23% 56%
Public-orderoffenses 67,492 56% 35% 22% 44% 8% 36%
‘ Weapons 11,917 48 34 15 52 14 38
Othar public-order 55,575 58 35 23 42 7 35

Note: Datail may not add to total because of rounding.
Sentences given were not necessarily for the offense
at arrest or for a felony.

*Includes 17,970 dispositions of "probation without ver-
dict" meted out in Minnesota (287), Pennsylvania
{17,661), and Utah (22).

the opposite direction: courts dismissed
cases of 32% of persons arrested for a
violent felony and 16% of those arrested for
a public-order felony.

Conviction in OBTS refers to any conviction
followlng a decision to prosecuts. Persons
prosecuted after being arrested for public-
order crimes that exclude weapons of-
fenses had the highest conviction rates,
81% of those prosscuted (table 4). Among
those prosecuted, those charged at arrest
with burglary or homicide also had relatively
high percentages of conviction (79% and
76%, respectively).

Dismissals, acquittals, and other noncon-
victions among those prosecuted were
highest for those charged with violent of-
fenses; 37% of those prosecuted following
arrest for a violent crime had their cases
terminated by other than a conviction. As-
sault, with 41% of the cases ending by
other than a conviction, rapse (38% noncon-
viction), and kidnaping (37%) were the
offenses with the highest percentages of
prosecutions that resuited in no conviction.

Sentencing

Sentencing reflects the specific conviction
offense, which may have been less serlous
than the arrest charge. For the OBTS data
obtained from the 14 States in 1988, 66%
of those convicted were sentenced 1o
prison or Jall, and 34% received probation
or some other type of sentence without
incarceration (table 5). Among persons
arrested for a violent or property felony and
convicted, there were two sentences to
incarceration for every sentence to proba-
tion, fine, restitution, or community service.

Convicted persons arrested for the most
serious violent crimes had the highest per-
centage of convicted offenders recelving a
sentence to confinement. Of those arrested
for homicide and then convicted of homi-
cide or another offense, 88% recelved a
sentence to Incarceration. Among those
arrested for rape, robbery, or drug offenses
and subsequently convicted, 79% received
a confinement sentence.

Fifty-six percent of convicted offenders
who had been arrested for a public-order
felony received a sentence that did not in-
clude confinement in prison or jail. When
all senterices are considered together for
offenders convicted in the 14 States in
1988, at least half of the persons arrested
for motor vehicle theft, stolen propsrty, a
drug offense, other violent offenses, or




burglary were sentenced to local jails (table
6). Following conviction, more than 7 of 10
persons arrested for homicide ware sen-
tenced to State prisons (table 7).

A reduction in offense seriotssness from ar-
rest to conviction, as cases passed through
the criminal justice process, can be ob-
served In the decreasing peicentages in

Table 6. Likellhood of being suntenced
to Jall If convicted after a felony arrest
in 14 States, 1988

Parcentofconvicted

Mostserious offenders who were
arrestoffense sentencedto jail
Motorvehicle theft 59%
Stolen propsrty 57
Drugs 56
Burglary 53
Violent, ather 53
Larceny/theft 45
Sexual assault, other 44
Assault 43
Fraud 42
Arson 42
Weapons 38
Robbery 37
Property, other 37
Rape 35
Public-order, other 35
Sexual assault, type

unspecified 33
Kidnaping 33
Homicide 16

all offense categories except public-order.
As shown to the right, among those ar-
rested for a felony and convicted of some
offense, public-order offenses such as
driving while intoxicated, gambling, and
obstruction of justice accounted for about
17% of those convicted based on the arrest
charge, but nearly 26% of those convicted
based on the court-disposed offense.

Note: Sentences given were not necessarily
for the offense at arrest or for & felony.

Table 7. Likelihood of balng sentenced
to prison [f convicted after a felony arrest
in 14 States, 1988

Percent of convicted

Maost serious offenders who were
arrest offense sentenced to prison
Homiclde 72%
Rape 44
Sexualassault, type

unspacified 44
Robbery 43
Kidnaping 43
Sexualassault, other 29
Arson 26
Burglary 25
Drugs 23
Fraud 20
Motor vehicle theft 17
Larceny/theft 16
Weapons 14
Stolen property 1
Assault 11
Property, other 11
Public-order, other 7
Violent, other 4

Note: Sentences given were not necessarily
for the offense at arrest.

Table 8. Sentences recelved in 14 States, by conviction offense, 1988

Number Parcantof convicted offenders, according to santence type
Mostsarious of persons Nonincarceration Incarceration
conviction offense convicted"  Tolal _Probation”__ Other Total Prison _ Jail
Alloffenses 382,610 33% 19% 14% 67% 20% 47%
Violentoffenses 60,233 29% 18% 11% 71% 32% 38%
Homicide 3,789 8 5 3 a2 81 11
Kidnaping 851 20 13 7 80 €0 20
Sexualassault 5,756 18 13 4 82 48 34
Rape 971 8 7 1 92 75 17
Other 1,885 27 23 4 73 26 47
Type unspecified 2,900 15 9 6 85 54 31
Robbery 14,218 13 11 2 87 63 24
Assauit 26,214 34 25 8 66 15 52
Otherviolent 9,397 58 18 40 42 3 39
Property offenses 136,207 28% 18% 10% 72% 21% 51%
Burglary 30,057 15 11 4 85 40 45
Larcany/theft 48,806 31 18 13 69 15 54
Motorvehicle theft 11,961 22 14 8 78 17 61
Arson 1,207 26 18 7 74 33 42
Fraud 20,388 37 25 12 63 21 42
Stolen property 16,153 31 23 7 69 14 55
Other property 7,635 43 22 22 57 7 50'
Drugoffenses 87,369 19% 12% 7% 81% 25% 57%
Public-orderoffenses 98,801 55% 27% 28% 45% 7% 38%
Waeapons 13,420 41 32 9 59 16 43
Other public-ordar 85,381 857 27 31 43 5 38

Note: Detall may not add to total bacause of rounding.
“Sentencing data were avallabls for 99% of canvic-
tions.

®ncludes 17,970 dispositions of "probation without
verdict” metad out in Minnesota (287}, Pennsylvania
(17,661), and Utah (22).

Type of Arrest Conviction
offense offense  offense*
Total 100.0% 100.0%
Violent 20.5 18.7
Property 38.3 35.6
Drugs 24.4 22.8
Public-order 16.8 25.8

*The arrest offense was a felony; the of-
fense at the time of disposition may have
been a felony or misdemeanor.

Sentencing patterns observed for convicted
offenders based on the court-disposed con
viction offense were similar to those based
on the arrest offense (tables 8 and 5). The
more serious violent crimes, such as homi-
cide and rape, reflected the highest per-
centages of prison commitments, while less
serlous public-order offenses resulted in
higher percentages of convicted offenders
receiving a nonincarceration sentence.

The three major sentencing options of pro-
bation, jall, and prison reveal substantial
differences in the composition of those
sentenced (table 9). For example, while
robbers accounted for 4% of those con-
victed and about 2% of those sentenced
to either probation or a local jall, they com-
prised 12% of offenders sentenced to
prison. Violent offenders made up 26% of
convicted defendents sentenced to prison
but 13% of those sentenced to jall and 15%
of those sentenced to probation,

Table 9. Conviction offense, by type
of sentance recelved In 14 States, 1988

Percentofconvicted offenders

Mostserious Pro-
conviction offense  Total® bation  Jail Prison
Alloffenses 100% 100% 100% 100%
Violentoffenses 16% 15% 13% 26%
Homicide 1 - - 4
Kidnaping -- - - 1
Sexual assault 2 1 1 4
Robbery 4 2 2 12
Assault 7 9 8 5
Otherviolent 2 2 2 -
Proparty offenses 37% 84% 38% 38%
Burglary 8 4 8 16
Larceny/theft 18 12 15 9
Motorvehicle theft 3 2 4 3
Arson - - - 1
Fraud 5 7 5 5
Stolen property 5 5 5 3
Other property 2 2 2 1
Drugoffenses 25% 14% 28% 28%
Public-orderoffenses 22% 87% 21% 8%
Weapons 4 6 3 3

Otherpublic-order 18 3 18 6

Note: The numbers of convicted offenders follow:
total, 328,328; probation, 72,428; jali, 179,705; and
prison, 76,195, Detail may not add to total bacause
of rounding.
--Less than 0.5%.

xcludes convicted offenders sentenced to other
than probation, jail, or prison.

Includes rape, other sexual assaults, and type

unspecified.




Demographlc characteristics

The majority of persons arrested for a
felony in the 14 participating States were
male, white, and under age 30 (table 10).

Although men predominated among per-
sons arrested for all the categories of
felonies, their parcentages were gspecially
high among persons arrested for violent
(90%) and public-ordsr offenses (89%).
Higher percentages of women were found
among arrests for larceny (24%) and fraud
(36%).

Sixty-one percent of persons arrested for
atelony were white, 38% were black, and
about 1% were Native Americans, Asians,
or Pacific Islanders. This overall pattern
also existed for drug and property offend-
ers, but blacks were more highly repre-
sented among those arrested for violent
offenses (48% of arrestees), while whites
accounted for a larger psrcentage of public-
order arrestees (76%).

Persons in their twenties accounted for
47% of those arrested for violent offenses,
47% of property arrestees, 52% of those ar-
l rested for drug violations, and 44% of those
arrested for public-order felonies. These
young adults were most overrepresented

among those arrested and charged with
robbery, kidnaping, and motor vehicle theft,
By contrast, arrastees of at least age 40
were overrepresented among those arrest-
ed for assault, arson, fraud, sexual assault
other than rape, and public-order offenses
other than weapons viclations. The OBTS
program Is designed to account for adult
felons and only those juveniles who are
involved in very serious felonies and tried
as adults in criminal courts, The data show
that persons under age 20 are ovetrepre-
sented among those arrested for robbery
(23%), burglary (21%), motor vehicle theft
(24 %), other property (23%), stolen property
(20%}), and weapons violations (18%).
Across the major offense categories, an
overall decline In arrests was associated
with increases in age, and regardless

of category, persons in their twenties
accounted for the largest percentage of
arrests (figure 1).

Appendix
Felons and felonies

All 14 States under study provided ID num-
bers for both arrestess and arrest events.
There were 616,149 final dispositions (ex-
cluding 32,314 unknown ID's) attributable
to 501,299 arrestees, or 1.23 {elony arrest
avents per offender,

Public-order offenses

The most frequently charged categories of
public-order felonles at arrest included:

Driving-related felonies 40%
Weapons 21
Family-related felonles 9
Flight or escape 9
Sex offenses, excluding

assault and

commercialized sex 5
Obstruction of justice 5

Table 10. Sex, race, and age of parsons arrested for a felony in 14 States,
by arrast offense, 1968
Percentof persons arrasted fora felony
Ago
Mostserious Sex Race Under 40or
arrostoffonse Total Male Female White  Black Other 20 20-24 25-29 30-39 older
Alloffenses 100% 86% 14% 61% 38% 1% 14% 25% 22% 25% 13%
Violentoffenses 100% 90% 10% 51% 48% 1% 14% 25% 22% 25% 15%
Homicide 100 91 9 53 47 1 16 26 20 22 15
Kidnaping 100 92 8 55 44 1 9 26 26 27 18
Sexualassauit 100 99 1 65 35 1 10 20 20 28 21
Rape 100 99 1 53 46 1 11 25 22 27 15
Other 100 98 2 77 22 1 11 17 17 28 26
Typeunspecified 100 9e 2 69 30 1 9 18 19 29 24
Robbary 100 92 8 35 65 - 23 30 22 20 5
Assault 100 87 13 54 46 1 11 23 21 26 18
S Otherviolent 100 88 12 73 26 1 6 19 23 32 20
! Property offanses 100% 82% 18% 63% 36% 1% 18% 26% 21% 23% 11%
3 Burglary 100 S0 10 65 34 1 21 29 21 22 7
Larceny/theft 100 76 24 58 42 1 16 23 21 25 14
p Motorvehicle theft 100 20 10 59 40 1 24 31 20 19 6
Arson 100 84 16 65 34 1 15 22 18 26 18
Fraud 100 64 36 67 32 1 9 23 21 27 19
Stolen property 100 a8 12 68 31 1 20 28 20 22 10
Other propsrty 100 92 8 68 31 1 23 26 22 21 9
Drug offenses 100% 84% 16% 59% 41% -- 12% 27% 25% 27% 9%
[ Public-orderoffenses 100% 89% 11% 76% 23% 1% 8% 22% 22% 27% 21%
i Weapons 100 94 6 56 44 1 18 27 21 22 12
‘ Other public-order 100 87 13 82 17 1 5 20 22 28 24
Note: The sex, race, and age of persons arrested for felonies were reported in 88%, 87%,
: and 98% aof the cases, respectively. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.
i ~Lass than 0.5%.

Arrests, by offense and age of arrestee, 1988
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Access to data

OBTS data are publicly available for the dis-
position years 1980 through 1988, Data for
1989 are being processed and should be
available in late 1991. Researchers Inter-
ested in analyzing the OBTS data may ac-
cess them through the National Archive of
Criminal Justice Data (NACJD) at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Information can be ob-
tained from NACJD/ICPSR, P.O. Box 1248,
Ann Arbor, M| 48106; telephone (800) 999-
0960.

Methodology

Local criminal justice agencies record arrest
data and other information on fingerprint
cards and disposition documents. The
agencies forward the data to a State's crimi-
nal Information repository that updates ap-
propriate master records, OBTS receives
data from the repositories. OBTS coverage
may remain incomplete within the reporting
States for several reasons. Not all law en-
forcement agencies fingerprint all persons
arrested, and soma do not submit all their
fingerprint cards. Offenders sometimes
surrender directly to a court and are not fin-
gerprinted. Even when a fingerprint card is
filed, the prosecutor or court may not report
the final disposition.

BJS sponsored a survey of 50 States and
the District of Columbia to assess the quai-
ity of data In the criminal record repositories
at the end of 1989. As noted above, jurls-
dictions varied in the completeness of re-
porting. Interested readers can refer to the
report, Survey of Criminal History Informa-
tion Systems (NCJ-125620, March 1991),
to gain estimates of the amount and type

of missing data,

BJS annually solicits State repositories to
extract and submit data from their master
records, following OBTS guidelines. Some
States are In the process of automating
their criminal-history files and cannot particl-
pate. Other States do not participate be-
cause of insufficient reponting by local
agencles, criminal-history files not designed
for statistical extraction, or lack of re-
sources.

In 1990 BJS and the Bureau of Justice
Assistance (BJA) initiated a joint program
to make systematic improvements in the
quality and timeliness of State criminal-
history records information throughout the
country. The program has a duration of 3
years and an annual budget of $9 milllon.
Additional resources will be made available

by BJA beglnning in fiscal year 1992, ltis
anticipated that one by-product of this effort
will be increased State participation

in OBTS and general improvement in the
quality and completeness of the data
submitted.

To ensure comparabllity among States, the
OBTS standards use the FBl's National
Crime Information Center (NCIC) offense
codes, To preserve privacy, an OBTS
record uses as personal Identiflers only an
encrypted Identification number (to permit
study of repsat oftenders), sex, race, and
age.

OBTS data are based on the year of final
disposition, not on the year of arrest. Thus,
an OBTS year includes arrests that oc-
curred in an earlier year. A final disposition
refers to either a decision not to prosecute
or a trial count finding, not to an appeal.

Bureau of Justice Statistics Builetins are
written principally by BJS staff. This
report was written by Jacob Perez.

Tom Hester edited the report, and Brian
Reaves provided statistical review.
Priscilla Middleton assisted with graph-
ics. Marilyn Marbrook administered
production, assisted by Priscilla Middle-
ton, Jayne Pugh and Yvanne Boston,
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The Assistant Attorney General, Office
of Justice Programs, coordinates the
activities of the following program offices
and bureaus: Bureau of Justice Statls-
tics, National Institute of Justice, Bureau
of Justice Assistance, Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention,
and Office for Victims of Crime.




Bureau of Justice Statistics
rts

sed July 1991)

Call toll-free 860-732-3277 (local 301-
251-5500) to order BJS reports, to be
added to one of the BJS maliling lists,
or to speak to a reference specialist in
statistics at the Justice Statistics
Clearinghouse, National Criminal
Justice Reference Service, Box 6000,
Rockville, MD 20850,
I?Jts maintains the following mailing
sts:
® [aw enforcement reports (new)
Drugs and crime data (new)
Justice spending & employment
White-collar crime
National Crime Survey (annual)
Corrections (annual)
Courts (annuai)
Privacy and security of criminal
history information and
information policy
Federal statistics (annual)
® BJS bulletins and special reports
(approximately twice a month)
® Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)
Single copies of reports are free; use
NCJ number to order. Postage and
handling are charged for bulk orders
of single reports. For single coples of
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free;
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
libraries call for special rates.
Public-use tapes of BJS data sets
and other criminal justice data are
available from the National Archive of
iminal Justice Data (formerly
N), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, Ml
(toll-free 1-800-999-0960).

National Crime Survey

The Natlon's two crime measurss: Uniform
Crime Reports and the National Crime
Survey, NCJ-122705, 4/90

Criminal victimization in the U.S.:

1973-88 trends, NCJ-129392, 7/91
1989 (final), NCJ-129391, 6/91

1988 (final), NCJ-122024, 10/90
1987 (final report), NCJ-115524, 6/89

BJS special reports

Handgun crime victims, NCJ-123559, 7/90

Black victims, NC.J-122562, 4/90

Hispanic victims, NCJ-120507, 1/90

The redesigned National Crime Survey:
Selected new data, NCJ-114746, 1/89

Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-109978, 3/88

Elderly victims, NCJ-1076786, 11/87

Violent ¢crime trends, NCJ-107217, 11/87

Robbery victims NCJ-104638, 4/87

Violent crime sy strangars and non-
strangers, NCJ-103702, 1/87

Preventing domestic violence against
women, NCJ-102037, 8/86

Crime prevention measures, NCJ-100438,
3/86

The use of weapons in committing crimes,
NCJ-99643, 1/86

Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ-89432,
12185

The ecoriomlic cost of crime to victims,
NCJ-93450, 4/84

BJS bulletins:
Crime and the Mation's housgholds, 1920,
NC.J-130302, 7/91
Criminal victimization 1889, NCJ-125615,
10/20
‘The crime of rape, NCJ-86777, 3/85
Household burglary, NCJ-96021, 1/85

easuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2/81
technical reports
w directions for the NCS, NCJ-115571,

388
Serles crimes: Report of a fleld test,
NCJ-104615, 4/87

Teenage victims of crime, NCJ-128129, 5/91

Female victims of violent crime,
NCJ-127187, 1/91

Redesign of the National Crime Suvey,
NCJ-111457, 3/89

The seasonality cf crime victimization,
NCJ-111033, 6/88

Crime and older Americans Information
peckage, NCJ-104569, $10, 5/87

Victimization and fear of crime: World
perspectives, NCJ-93872, 1/85, $9,15

The Natlonal Crime Survey: Working papers,
vol. I: Current and historical perspectives,
NCJ-75374, 8/82
vol. Il: Methodology studies, NCJ-90307

Corrections

BJS bulletins and speclal reports:
Prisoners in 1990, NCJ-129198, 5/91
Women In prison, NCJ-127991, 4/91
Capitai punishment 1989, NCJ-124545, 10/90
Violent State prison Inmates and thelr
victims, NCJ-124133, 7/80
Prisoners In 1989, NCJ-122716, 5/90
Prison rufe violators, NCJ-120344, 12/89
Capllal punlshmsm 1988, NCJ-118313, 7/89
Recidivism of p I d in 1983,
NCJ-116261, . 4189
Drug use and crlme State prison inmate
survay, 1886, NCJ-111940, 7/88
Time served in prison and on parole 1984,
NCJ-108544, 12/87
Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986,
NCJ 109926, 1/88
t In four ¢
NCJ 103967, 2/87
Population density in State prisons,
NCJ-103204, 12/86
State and Federal prisoners, 1925-85,
NCJ-102494, 11/86
Prison admissions and rel¢asses, 1983,
NCJ-100582, 3/86
The prevaience of imprigonment,
NC.J-93657, 7/85

Race of prisoners admitted to State and
Federal institutions, 1926-88, NCJ-125618, 6/91

National comrections reporting program,
1985, NCJ-123522, 12/90

Prisoners at midyear 1990 (press release),
10190

Correctional populations in the U.S.
1988, NCJ-124280, 3/91
1987, NCJ-118762, 12/89
1988, NCJ-111611, 2/89

Historical statistics on prisoners in State and
Federal institutions, yearend 1925-88,
NCJ-111098, 6/88

1984 census of State adult correctional
tacllities, NGCJ-105585, 7/87

Census of jalls and survey of jall inmates:
BJS bulletins and speclal reports:
Drug use and jall Inmates, NCJ-130389,
7191
Jall inmates 1580, NCJ-129756, 6/91
Profite of jail inmates 1989, NCJ-129097,
4191

Ir i

Jall inmates, 1989, NCJ-123264, 6/80

Population density in local jails, 1988,
NCJ-122299, 3/90

Census of local Jails, 1988 (BJS bulletin),
NCJ-121101, 2/90

Jail inmatas, 1987, NCJ-114319, 12/88

Drunk driving, NCJ-109945, 2/88

Jall inmates, 1988, NCJ-107123, 10/87

Census of {ocal Jalis 1988, vol. |, Summary,
NCJ-127992, 4/91

Census of local Jails, 1983: Data for
Individual jalls, vols. -1V, Northeast,
Midwest, South, West, NCJ-112796-9;
vol. V. Selected findings, methodology,
summary tables, NCJ-112795, 11/68

Parole and probation

BJS bulletins
Probation and parole:
1989, NCJ-125833, 11/90
1988, NCJ-118970, 11/89

RJS spec/a/ reports
Recldivi

of young p , NCJ-104916,

5/87

Children in custody

Census of public and private juvenile
detention, comrectional, and shelter
facllities, 197585, NC.J-114085, 6/89

Survey of youth in custody, 1987
(special report), NCJ-113365, 9/68

Law enforcement management

BJS bulletins and special reports:
Police departments In large cities, 1987,
NCJ-119220, 8/89
Profile of state and !ocal law enforcement
agencles, NCJ-113949, 3/89

Expenditure and employment

BJS bulletins:
Justice expenditure and employment:
1888, NCJ-123132, 7/90

Anti-drug abuse formula grants: Justice
variable pass-through data, 1988 (BJS
Technical Report), NCJ-120070, 3/90

Justice expenditure and employment:

1988 (full report), NCJ-125619, 7/91
1985 (full report), NCJ-106356, 8/89
Exiracts, 1984, 1985, 1986, NC.J-124139, 7/91

Courts

BJS bulletins:

Pratrial release of felony defendants, 1988,
NCJ-127202, 2/91

Felony sentences In State courts, 1988,
NCJ-126923, 12/90

Criminal defense for the poor, 1886,
NCJ-112919, 9/88

State felony courts and felony laws,
NCJ-106273, &/87

The growth of appeals: 1973-83 trends,
NCJ-96381, 2/85

Casao filings in State courts 1983,
NCJ-95111, 10/84

BJS special reports:
Felony case processing in State courts,
1688, NCJ-121753, 2/30
Felony case-processing time, NCJ-101985,
8/86

Felony santencing In 18 local jurisdictions,
NCJ-97681, 6/85

Falons sentenced to probation in State
courts, 1986, NCJ-124944, 11/90

Felony defendants in large urban countles,
1988, NCJ-122385, 4/90

Profile of felons convicted in State courts,
1986, NCJ-120021, 1/90

Sentencing cutcomes in 28 felony courts,
NCJ-105743, 8/87

The tion of felony t
1987, NCJ-124140, 9/80

Felony laws of the 50 States and the District
of Columbia, 1986, NCJ-105066, 2/88, $14.60

State court model statistical dictionary,
Supplement, NCJ-98326, 9/85
1st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80

Privacy and security

Compendium of State privacy and security
legtslation:
1989 overview, NCJ-121157, 5/90
1887 overview, NCJ-111097, 9/88
1989 full report (1, 500 pages,
microfiche $2, hard copy $145),
NCJ-121158, 9/90

Criminal justice information policy:
Forensic DNA analysis: Issues, NC.J-128567,
6/91
Statutes requiring use of criminal history
record information, NCJ-129896, 6/91
Survey of criminal history Information
systems, NCJ-125620, 3/91
Original records of entry, NCJ-125626,
12190
BJSISEARCH conforonce procesdings:
Criminal justice In the 1980’s: The future
of Information management,
NCJ-121697, 590
Juvenile and adult records: One system,
one record?, NCJ-114947, 1/90
Open vs. confidential records,
NC.J-113560, 1/88
Strategles for improving data quality,
NCJ-115338, 5/89
Public access to criminal history record
information, NCJ-111458, 11/88
Juvenile records and recordkeeping
systems, NCJ-112815, 11/88
Automated fingerprint Identification
systems: Technology and policy issues,
NCJ-104342, 4/87
Criminal justice “hot” files, NCJ-101850,
12/86

U.S. Government Printing Office:

Drugs & crime data:

Drugs and crime facts, 1990, NCJ-128662, 7/91

State drug resources: A natlonal directory,
NCJ-122582, 5/80

Federal drug data for natlonal policy, NCJ-
122715, 4/90

Drugs and crime facts, 1989, NCJ-121022,
1190

Computer crime

BJS special reports:
Electronic fund transfer fraud, NCJ-96666,
3/85
Electronic fund transfer and crime, NCJ-
92650, 2/84

Electronic fund transfer systems fraud, NCJ-
100461, 4/86

Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81,
$11.50

Federal justice statistics

Federal criminal case processing, 1980-87,
Addendum for 1888 and preliminary 1989,
NCJ-125616, 11/90

Compendium of Federal justice statlstics
1986, NCJ-125617, 1/91
1985, NCJ-123560, 8/90
1984, NCJ-112816, 9/89

The Federal civll justice system (BJS
bulletin), NCJ-104769, 8/87

Federa! offenses and offenders

BJS speclal reports:

Immigration offenses, NCJ-124546, 8/90

Fedsral criminal cases, 1980-87,
NCJ-118311, 7/88

Drug law violators, 1880-86, NCJ 111763,
6/88

Pretrial release and detention:
The Baii Reform Act of 1984,
NCJ-109929, 2/88

White-collar crime NCJ-106876, 9/87

General

BJS bulletins and special reports:

BJS telsphone contacts, '91, NCJ-130133,
79

Tracking offenders 1988, NCJ-129861, 6/91

Tracking offenders, 1987, NCJ-125315,
10/90

Criminal cases in five states, 1983-86,
NCJ-118798, 9/89

Intemational crime rates, NCJ-110776, 5/88

BJS program appllcation kit, fiscal 1991,
NCJ-128413, 3/1

Violent crime In the United States,
NCJ-127855, 3/91

Attomey G g {or improving the
Natlon's crimlnal hlstory racords and
identitying felons who attempt to purchase
tirearms, NCJ-128131, 391

BJS data report, 1989, NCJ-121514, 1/91

Sourcabook of criminal justice statistics,
1989, NCJ-124224, 9/90

Publications of BJS, 1985-89:
Microtiche library, PRO30014, 5/90, $190
Bibliography, TBO030013, $17.50

Publicatlons of BJS, 1971-84:
Microfiche library, PRO30012, $203
Blbliography, TBO30012, $17.50

1990 directory of automated criminal Justice
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and parole; 5, Prosecution; NCJ-122226-30,
5/90

BJS annual report, fiscal 1988, NCJ-115749,
4/89

Report to the Nation on crime and Justice:
Second edition, NCJ-105506, 6/88
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National survey of crime severity, NCJ-86017,
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Please put me on the mailing list for—

3 Law enfercement reports—national
data on State and local police and
sheriffs’ departments: operations,
equipment, personnel, salaries,
spending, policies, programs

0 Federal statistics—data describing
Federal case processing, from inves-
tigation through prosecution,
adjudication, and corrections

O Drugs and crime data—sentencing
and time served by drug offenders,
drug use at time of crime by jail
inmates and State prisoners, and
other quality data on drugs, crime,
and law enforcement

O Justice expenditure and employment
reports-—annual spending and
staffing by Federal/State/local
governments and by function
(police, courts, etc.)

To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to:

0O If your mailing label below is correct,
check here and do not fill in
your name and address.

Name:
Title:
Organization:

Street or box:

City, State, Zip:
Daytime phone number: ( }

[1 White-collar crime—data on the
processing of Federal white-collar
crime cases

{0 Privacy and security of criminal

{0 Corrections reports—results of

sample surveys and censuses of jails, ‘
prisons, paroie, probation, and other
corrections data

history information and information 0O National Crime Survey reports—the

policy—new legislation; maintaining
and releasing intelligence and inves-
tigative records; data quality
issues

O Juvenile corrections reports—
juveniles in custody in public and
private detention and correctional
facilities

{0 BJS bulletins and special reports—
timely reports of the most current
justice data

[0 Prosecution and adjudication in
State courts—case processing from
prosecution through court disposi-
tion, State felony laws, felony
sentencing, criminal defense

Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS
U.S. Depantment of Justice

Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20850

Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above):

U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs
Bureau of Justice Statistics

Official Business
Penalty for Private Use $300

only regular national survey of
crime victims

O Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)—broad-based
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables,
100+ figures, subject index,
annotated bibliography, addresses
of sources)

O Send me a form to sign up for NCJ
Reports (free 6 times a year), which
abstracts both private and
government criminal justice
publications and lists upcoming
conferences and training sessions
in the field.

You will receive an
annual renewal card.

If you do not return it,
we must drop you from
the mailing list.
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