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The American public fears violent crime more than any other type of crime. We are afraid of being
the victims of crimes like murder, assault, robbery and rape. While violent crime is usually viewed as
a problem in the urban areas, these crimes are also committed in the less populous suburban and rural
areas.

This report contains information on violent crime in rural and suburban areas of Kentucky that
was reported to Kentucky State Police. The information is based on data from the Uniform Offense
Report (UOR), compiled by the local jurisdictions and reported to the Kentucky State Police, Informa-
tion Services Branch.

The information on violent crime from the UOR provides a detailed description of these crimes
in rural and suburban areas of Kentucky. This information can be utilized for a variety of purposes
by law enforcement and other criminal justice agencies. It can also be useful for agencies and individuals
interested in crime trends as well as public information and education.

VIOLENT CRIME IN KENTUCKY

Violent crime as reported in this study includes the crimes of homicide, assault and related of-
fenses, kidnapping and related offenses, robbery, and sex offenses such as rape. There were 244 violent
crimes per 100,000 Kentucky residents, reported in rural and suburban areas of the Commonwealth
during 1988. This same year, there were 316 arrests for violent crime per 100,000 residents. The rate
of arrest per 100,000 residents never is exacily equal to the rate of crime per 100,000 residents because
of incidents involving multiple offenders and arrests for crimes in previous years that may have been
made, in this case, in 1988.

244

Reported

Violent Crimes per 100,000 Kentucky Residents

VIOLENT CRIME — UOR DATA
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The violent crime reported most often in rural and suburban Kentucky was the crime of assault.
Sixty-seven (67) percent of all reported violent crime was assault. Qther violent crimes reported in order
of frequency were: sex offenses (21 percent), robbery (7 percent), homicide (3 percent) and kidnapping
(2 percent).

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
VIOLENT CRIME - TOTAL

Assag{{tze

3%

. . S Sex Offenses 1892
Kidnapping 162 21%
2%

Homicide in Kentucky

Homicide includes the crimes of murder, manslaughter and reckless homicide. There were seven
(7) reported homicides per 100,000 residents and eight (8) arrests per 100,000 residents in rural/subur-
ban Kentucky in 1988.
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Most of the reported homicides were acts of murder (79 percent), that is, intentionally causing
the death of another person. This includes the operation of a motor vehicle in such a way that shows
extreme indifference to human life, i.e. drunken driving can be included as an act of murder.
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UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
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Y Offenses 1892
..... Lape” 21%
Robbery 680  Kidnapping 162 CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
7% 2%

UOR — TOTAL

Most of the victims of murder were not related to the offender as family members (57 percent).
However, almost cne-quarter of the crimes involved a victim and offender who were family members.

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
CRIMINAL HOMICIDE — VICTIMS
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Murders were committed most often in the summer months and on weekends. These are times of
the year and the week when individuals are in contact with one another at a high rate. Frequent contact
and socializing can lead to an argument or heated exchange that can result in murder.

Murder and other homicides also peaked in frequency slightly during the holiday months of
November, December and January. These are also times of increased social contact as well as times
of high stress and tension.

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
HOMICIDE BY MONTH
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UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
CRIMINAL HOMICIDE BY DAY
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The typical homicide offender was a young, white, male. Offenders who committed reckless homicide
and manslaughter were slightly younger than murderers but still fit within this general profile.

UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — HOMICIDE
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Assault

There were 164 reported assaults and 262 arrests per 100,000 residents in rural/suburban Kentucky
during 1988.

164

Reported

/ i
Assaults per 100,000 Kentucky Residents ’ - .
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Most of the assaults were misdemeanor, less serious, assaults. These misdemeanor assaults out
numbered the more serious felony assaults by 3 to 2. But, whether a misdemeanor or a felony, most
assaults occurred during the summer months and on weekends. Again, the times of the year and week
when people are most likely to be in contact with others. ‘

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
ASSAULT

_ Felony 2193
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Misdemeanor 3467
617

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
ASSAULT BY MONTH

Offenses Reported
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UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
ASSAULT BY DAY OF WEEK
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UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — ASSAULT

Race
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Race of Felony Offenders

UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — ASSAULT
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The profile of an offender who commits assault was a young, white, male. However, it is interesting
to note that while the ages and race of offenders who committed felony and misdemeanor assault were
similar, women were most likely to commit misdemeanor than felony assault. Sixteen percent of the
offenders who committed misdemeanor assault were women compared to 10 percent of the felony assauit

offenders.
UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — ASSAULT
Age

<18 18-20 21-30 31-40 41-60 61-60 61~-70 7>

e Felony Misderneanor

UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — ASSAULT

Sex

Misdemeanor Male 2142 89%

7355 76% 2397 26%

N
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Female 239 103
Unlnown 18 1%

Types of Assaults

Sex of Felony Offenders



UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — ASSAULT

Sex |
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Kidnapping

Kidnapping is one of the violent critnes which occurs only infrequently. However, it is a crime which
creates considerable fear among the public. In suburban/rural Kentucky in 1988, 4 kidnappings vvere
reported and 7 arrests were made per 100,000 residents. While these numbers are small, it is still possible
to establish certain offense patterns.

Unlike other violent crime, kidnappings were not more likely to occur during the summer, the holi-
day season or on the weekends. However, like other violent crimes, kidnapping is committed primarily
by young, white males.

4
Reported

Kidnappings
per 100,000 Kentucky Residents
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UNIFORM CRIME REPORT
KIDNAPPING — MONTH

Reported Offenses
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UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — KIDNAPPING
Sex and Race

Unknown &

Thite 232 94%
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Sex Offenses

Sex offenses include the crimes of rape, sodomy, sexual assault and other related offenses. There
were 51 reported sex offenses and 28 arrests for sex offenses per 100,000 residents in rural/suburban
Kentucky in 1988.

o1

Reported

Sexual Offenses

per 100,000 Kentucky Residents

—

SEXUAL OFFENSES

Arrests for Sexual Offenses
per 100,000
Kentucky Residents

SEXUAL OFFENSES
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These types of crimes, like other violent crime, were committed most often during the warmer months
and on weekends.

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
SEXUAL OFFENSES BY MONTH
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UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
SEXUAL OFFENSES BY DAY OF WEEK
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The victims of rape were all female. However, there were 128 adult males and 77 juvenile males
who were the victims of sodomy during this time period. The usual sex offender was older than other
types of violent offenders but was, like other violent offenders, most often a white, male.

UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — SEXUAL OFFENSES
Age
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UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE — SEXUAL OFFENSES
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Robbery

Robbery is the violent crime which includes not only harm to the individual but also elements of
a property crime. This crime occurred at a rate of 18 per 100,000 rural/suburban residents in 1988.

18

Reported

Robberies
. per 100,000
Kentucky Residents

This crime was committed most often during the mid-summer months but also peaked during the
months of January and February. Robberies also increased toward the end of the week, occuring most
often on Saturdays.

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
ROBBERY BY MONTH
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UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
ROBBERY BY DAY OF WEEK

Reported Offenses
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Robbery 95 72 84 92 105 | 111 | 115
Day of Week

Approximately half (42 percent) of the robberies in rural/suburban Kentucky were robberies of
businesses. Of these, only 5 percent were bank robberies. The typical offender was under 30, male and
white. However, proportionately more black offenders were involved in this crime than any other violent
crime,

UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
OFFENDER PROFILE —ROBBERY

Sex and Race

Black 82 21X

Female 24 8%
. Unknown 4 1%

Mele 371 83%
White 311 78%

Sex Race
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Geographic Distribution

While data for the entire state is beneficial, more localized information can be drawn from this
data. This data can be based on a variety of geographic/political units - cities, counties, Area Develop-
ment Districts, or regions. Data based on geographic units that coincide with law enforcement jurisdic-
tions may be especially useful in resource allocation for these agencies.

In order to illustrate the data analysis possible on smaller geographical units, a. Kentucky State
Police Post and a county within that post were selected for evaluation and demonstration. Specifically,
Post 12 (Frankfort) and Franklin County were selected. Comparable data analysis could be performed
on other Kentucky State Police Posts, other counties, or any number of geographic/policial units. The
objective in selecting units for analysis is to choose that unit or units which will provide the most ap-
plicable information.

Kentucky State Police Post 12

There were 264 reported violent crimes per 100,000 residents in the counties that constitute KSP
Post 12 during 1988. Franklin County had 635 reported violent crimes per 100,000 residents of this
county during the same time period. There were 179 arrests per 100,000 residents for these crimes in
the area covered by KSP Post 12 and 312 arrests per 100,000 residents in Franklin County.

State Police Post 12

264

Reported
Violent Crimes

per 100,000
Residents

Franklin County

635

Reported
Violent Crimes

per 100,000 Residents
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State Police Post 12
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Among the counties which comprise Post 12, Franklin County had the highest rate of reported
violent crime per 100,000 residents while Anderson County had the highest rate of arrests per 100,000
residents for these crimes. While the violent crimes were fairly constant for all counties, Franklin County
and Shelby County had proportionately more robberies than the other counties.

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
VIOLENT CRIME — STATE POLICE POST 12
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UNIFORM ARREST CITATION
VIOLENT CRIME - STATE POLICE POST 12
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Within Franklin County, assault was the violent crime reported most often - 69 percent of all reported
violent crimes. Almost one quarter (23 percent) of reported violent crimes involved sex offenses, while
relatively few robberies (5 percent), kidnappings (2 percent) and homicides (1 percent) were reported.

UNIFORM OFFENSE REPORT
VIOLENT CRIME BY COUNTY
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SUMMARY

Violent crime in rural/suburban Kentucky is typically an act of assault committed by a young,
white, male against a victim who is not a family member. It is most prevalent during the warm months
of the year and on weekends.

Detailed assessments of violent crime in selected geographic areas can provide details that statewide
data can not. This information can highlight similarities and differences between the smaller geographic

unit and the state. These area-specific trends are especially important to agencies with limited jurisdiction. . .

The information from the Uniform Offense Report has the potential to greatly contribute to plan-
ning and policy development within criminal justice agencies as well as public education. This informa-
tion can be extracted and analyzed for any number of geographic/political units. It can be used to iden-
tify crime trends, victim and offender profiles, and geographic distribution of crime. It has the poten-
tial to make the allocation of limited crime prevention and law enforcement resources more rational
and calculated.

The quality and completeness of this information greatly affects the realization of its potential
contribution to planning within criminal justice agencies. Whether the cause is incomplete reporting
to the central repository or accurate input of information into computer files at the repository, missing
or unavailable information was a serious limitation during the course of this study. While it is evident
that this information is being reported and accurately input most of the time, efforts should be made
to increase the completeness so that it can be utilized to its fullest potential,





