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Children in the Courts, 1938 and 1939’

INTRODUCTION

The present report is the eleventh in the series of juvenile-court
statistics and the sixth in the series on Federal juvenile offenders.
The Children’s Bureau plan for the collection and analysis of juvenile-
court statistics was inaugurated in 1926 and the analysis of data
concerning Federal juvenile offenders was initiated by the Children’s
Bureau in 1932. The publication of statistics on Federal juvenile
offenders is a continuation of the cooperation of the Children’s Bureau
with the Department of Justice in furthering the program for the
trgatr_mlant of Federal juvenile offenders according to juvenile-court
principles. ‘

Each part of the report consists of an introductory discussion fol-
lowed by statistical tables. Interpretative discussions similar to those
E;%ented in reports from 1927 to 1937 on juvenile-court statistics

ve been omitted from the present report.

The material presented in Part 1, Juvenile-Court Statistics for the
2-Year Period Ended December 81, 1939, deals primarily with delin-
quency cases disposed of by the courts.? Totals of dependency and
neglect and special-proceedings cases dealt with by these courts are
presented in table 4 (p. 8). The tabulations are based on data re-
ceived from the courts that cooperate with the Children’s Bureau in
its plan for uniform reporting of juvenile-court statistics.

Part 2, Federal Juvenile Offenders for the 2-Year Period Ended
June 80, 1939, presents information concerning juveniles under 18

ears of age who violated Federal laws and came to the attention of

ederal authorities during this period. The statistics presented have
been collected by the Bureau of Prisons of the Department of Justice.
These cases are not included in the statistics obtained from juvenile
courts, unless Federal jurisdiction is waived and arrangements are
made for these juvenile offenders to be dealt with under State law
in their home communities. .

The analysis in part 1 of cases dealt with by the juvenile courts is
based on reports of cases disposed of, whereas the statistics in part 2
for Federal juvenile offenders are based on reports assembled at
different stages in the handling of the cases.

1 Material complled in the Division of Statistica! Rasearch of the Children's Bureau.

% Thase are cases in which a child is referred to a juvenile court for ons or more of the {ollowing reasons:
Aatomohile stesling, burglary or unlawlul entry, hold-up, other stealing, truancy, running away, being
ungovernable, sex oﬁen-e, injury to person, act of anie-n- or mbéxht, ¢ violation, u.nci other
mscellanecns reasons.

1
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PART 1.—JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS FOR THE 2-YEAR
PERIOD ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1939

CHARACTERISTICS AND LIMITATIONS OF JUVENILE-COURT
BTATISTICS

The expansion and strengthening of services for socially handi-
capped children that have occ in recent years lend particular
interest to statistics relating to the extent of juvenile delinquency.
There is a growing public understanding of delinquency as a form of
social maladjustment requiring specialized treatment in a unified and
comprehensive community child-welfare program, of which the
juvenile court forms a part. The fact that juvenile-court statistics
constitute the most comprehensive data that are collected on a
Nation-wide scale concerning juvenile delinquency makes especially
lang;tant the adequate understanding of the limitations of those
8 1CS.

Statistics relating to the work of the courts in dealing with juvenile-
delinquency cases are characterized by a number of limitations.
In the first place the number of delinquency cases disposed of by the
courts does not constitute a complete measure of the extent of juvenile
delinquency. Many children whose conduct is contrary to the law
never come into court. They may not be apprehended, or they may
be dealt with by the police, social agencies, or school authorities.
The extent to which the palice deal with children varies greatly from
community to community. In some cities practically all children
coming to the attention of the police are referred to the juvenile
court; in others the police handle many children’s cases that involve
minor offenses. :

The visiting teachers and child-welfare workers who are now at
work in many communities as part of the school system and of public
child-welfare programs are dealing with numerous problems of be-
havior and social maladjustment among children. Group-work
agencies, private-welfare agencies, and sectarian groups also provide
services to problem children and their families. .

The number of cases brought before the court is also influenced by
factors such as the personnel and facilities of the court and the concept
of the commubnity, the socia! agencies, local officials, and of the court
itself with regard to the function of the juvenile court.

Several other limitations characterize juvenile-court statistics. In
the first place, the figures refer to the number of cases of children
dealt with by the juvenile courts rather than the number of children.
Some of the children may have been brought before the courts more
than once duritg(f the year, and in the tables of this report such chil-
dren are counted as many times as they were referred to court on new
complaints. The figures, therefore, should not be interpreted as
representing the number of delinquent children.

2
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS 3

In the second tglace the juvenile-court laws in operation in each
State determine the age limits within which children may be referred
to the court. The age limit for children coming under juvenile-court
Jurisdiction is established by State law and in most instances is
uniform throughout a State. Of the 473 courts reporting in 1939,
76 ° had jurisdiction in delinquency cases over children ug to 16 years
of age; 244 had jurisdiction up to 17 years of age; 76 had jurisdiction
up to 18 years of age, and 4, up to 21 years of age. In addition to
these the 67 Indiana ecourts had jurisdiction over boys up to 16 years
of age and over girls up to 18 years of age, and 8 Texas courts had
Jjurisdiction over boys up to 17 years of age and over girls up to 18
years of age. ‘Table 15 (p. 16) shows the effect of the legal age limita-
tions under which the courts had original jurisdiction on the age
distribution of the children whoce cases were disposed of.

In the third place the number of delinquency cases reported by
the court is affected te a considerable extent by variations in the
K:lgci% of courts in the manner of handling cases. In addition to
handling cases officially—that is, by filing legal papers for the
initiation of court action—many courts handle certain cases unofficially.
Unofficial casss are those in which legal papers are not g‘epared, but
the cases are adjusted by the judge, referee, probation officer, or other
officer of the court. Although some of the courts have records of
their unofficial cases and report data regarding them, others do not
keep comparable records of these cases and, therefore, report only the
cases that are handled officially. Thus some of the included in
this report represent the total delinquency cases handled by the court
while others represent only a part of the cases. This variation in the
policies of the reporting courts results in a degree of incomparability
of data from court to court arising from the fact that the cases handled
unofficially usually do not present the same types of problems as those
handied officially. .

All these factors must be taken into consideration in interpreting
reports of the work of juvenile courts.

ata regarding juvenile-delinquency cases are reported to the
Children’s Bureau under two systems—either directly by individual
courts or under a State-wide system sponsored by a State agency.
Courts reporting directly send to the Bureau either a card for each
delinquency case disposed of during the year or a summary report for
all delinquency cases disposed of during the year. Courts reporting
under the State-wide plan report directly to the State agency concerned
with juvenile-court work or probation service; the State office then
{org]argia to the Children’s Bureau an annual report for each court
in the te.

THE REPORTING AREA

The area served by the juvenile courts that reported to the Chil-
dren’s Bureau for the calendar year 1939 included 38 percent and for
1938, 89 percent, of the total population of the United States in 1940.
The area covered was somewhat larger in these 2 years than in 1937

'mumﬁumhﬁhodemudhn’uﬂdlcdonm uvenile delinquents uader 16 years
of age and over wayward children under 18 years of age. !
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4 CEHILDREN IN THE COURTS; 1938 AND 10389

because of the addition of certain courts located in Indiana, Michigan,
Missouri, New York, and Ohio. The reporting area for 1939 in-
cluded the entire pogulation of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Utah,
and the District of Columbia; the greater part of the population of
Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, and New York; two-thirds of the popu-
lation of Ohio; and 85 courts in 20 other States.* .

The reporting area for 1938 included 476 courts, of which 93 served
areas of 100,000 or more population. The reporting area for 1939
included 478 courts, of which 82 served areas of 100,000 or more
population. With 8 exceptions the same courts serving areas of
100,000 or more population reported in both years.

The map on the cover shows the areas from which reports were
received for the calendar year 1939. The reporting courts were
located in each of the geographic divisions of the United States,
although the number included in the geographic divisions varied
considerably (table 1). These variations may be attributed in part

TapLe 1.~Popuii- = of the United Stales and of arear served by juvenile courts
tha, reported in 1889 in each geographic division

Population of the
B aited Btates Areas servad by courts
Goo:nph!e division Numberts of Population
Number | Percent | , 90UF
reporting
PO Number Percant
Total 131,866,275 100.0 473 §0, 095, 424 100.0
New England. 8, 437, 200 6.4 871 8,614,718 1.2
Middle Atlantic 37, 830, 487 2.9 ] 17,718, 561 85.4
East North Central....ceeeeeeoumenvrennes 626, 2.2 180 12, 634, 332 3.2
West North Central 18, 516, 990 10.3 118 4,891,300 9.8
Bouth AtlAntic. .o oeeneraacaeiveaenne 17,823,151 13.5 8 2, 005, 232 8.3
East Bouth Central.cuemuneeneevunacccnnacn , 778, 225 8.2 1 141, 974 .3
Waest South Central..oeeiceeeeeoneascnnnce 13, 064, 525 0.0 8 1,498, 629 30
Mountain. . 4, 160, 003 8.2 7 880, 310 L1
acific. .. - 9,733, 262 7.4 ] 4, 411,859 8.8
§ According to the 1040 census,

to the degree of development of State facilities for juvenile-court
work. Primarily, however, they may be attributed to the fact that
the area from which juvenile-court statistics are reported has not
been selected for geographical representativeness, nor by the use
of any other sampling technique. The individual courts have been
included in the reporting area when they expressed a desire to co-
operate with the Children’s Bureau in its plan to develop a uniform
reporting system for juvenile-court statistics. Most of the States
reporting under a State-wide system are limited to those that have
some provision by statute for reporting collection of statistics by the
State agency concerned 'with juvenile-court or probation work. Not

all the States having such statutory powers, however, are included in
the reporting area.
€ The pereentage of the 1940 populaiion included In the 1989 from these States was as follows:
Indians, 86 t; Mi \ t: Missourl, 87 percent; York, 58 t; Ohio, 86 percent.
S Two Ohls eourh—CShyl:;gglsa ity {Cleveland) and Lueas County (Foledo)—reported In 1088 but

not in 1989, The court in Bexar County, Tex. (Ban Antonio), reported in 1889 but not in 1938.

PRI
-
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS 5

The reporting area for 1939 as for earlier years was particularly
regresentative of the large urban areas. Data presented for 1939 in
table 2 indicate that 77 percent of the population served by the courts
in the total area in 1939 was located in areas of 100,000 or more

Tasie 2.—Number of couris reporting in 1989 and percenlage of populalion served
by cooperating courts, by size of area

Population of arsas served
by oourts!
Population of area Number of
oourts
Number Percent
Total - 473 50,088, 424 200.0
1,000,000 or more . & 18, 509, 134 3.2
800,000 to 990,609 18 2,742, 105 18.8
960,000 to 409,099 3l , 344, 041 M7
100,000 to 240,089 [ 7,088,926 15.3
00008090999 . ...... . ceeacercensaeenn 65 4, 608, 993 9.3
35,000 to 49,800 . 113 3, 058, 251 7.9
10,000 to 24,999_.._.. .. 10 2,004, 384 5.8
8,000 t0 8,099, .. ooimeraennnnnrianeen rimrscacasiens 3 219,876 o
Less than 5,000 [ 190,814 (U]
1 According to the 1840 oensus.
m;%et?%&r’m are counted as 8 separate oourts although the city is included as s unit in the group
3 Less than 1/10 of I parcent.

TasLe 8.— Number of courts reports

Juvenile-court staitstics through a State agency,

number reporling directly to the Children’s Bureau, and number of Siates repre-

senied, 1927-89
Btates! represented by
Courts reporting— courts reporting—
4
Through & Btete agency ~ | Directly to the Children's
Year . Dk
Coulr;a Coulx:s Courts | Courts hroug! gcg)ye
serv. serving serving | serving
Total aress. | Aross Sreas: | areas | Total | aBtate | Gy
Total | with with | Total | with with 8gency ? | dren’s
oourts?| 100,000 |less than | oourts | 100,000 | Jess than Buresu
or muc;re m,ouolo or more | 100,000
- IS
RaL | caka
L] E 43 n 16 b | I R 16
e 7 1 [} 88 81 7 17 1 16
96 7 1 [ % ] 5 21 1 20
92 8 1 7 ) ] [ ) N 1 ]
160 7 4 83 2 o] 2 M 2 -]
27 318 '3 183 [ ] 3 16 35 4 N
84 L 48 191 45  v] 13 n [ i)
334 34 “ %0 40 20 30 2 [ 0
398 350 «® 810 » 81 8 n 4 b
384 349 &0 200 ] » 7 ] 7 10
#82 410 82 07 Q 35 | ] 31 8 23
476 42 63 370 8 o) %0 4 0 [ ] n
o8 «7 18 876 » 31 ) » ] n
:llgcgditnz! :ge Et.‘:gs? o g&ummm bas been mad h p State sgancy the reporting courts ha
ost of the nw re n made through p re ve
served areas repreaenting more thu:%g percent of the population of the States. %zmn sach State, however,
ghtghmngmmz‘ego%umdmmmtoywinthenumbero!ooumreporunemdlntbemnmol
o uded.

? Population for years 1927-87 ars based on the 1030 census and for 1628 and 1938, on the 1940 cansus.

o
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6 CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 1088 AND 1080

population.  The area included 57 of the 92 cities in the United States
that had a population of 100,000 or more in 1940,

Tables 3 and 4 show the cilang&s during the 18-year period, from
1927 through 1939, in the number of courts cooperating and the num-
ber of cases disposed of by the courts. Table 3 gives the number of
courts reporting under a State-wide system through a State agency
and the number reporting directly to the Children’s Bureau; it also
shows the number of States represented.

Table 4 fives the number of delinquency, dependency and neglect,

-proceedings cases reported by the courts. The number
of cooperating courts has increased from 43 in 1927 to 473 in 1939; the
-number of delinquency cases reported increased from 80,363 in 1927
to 83,768 in 1939. The extension in the reporting area has resulted
‘primarily from the increase in State-wide reporting of juvenile-court
work. During the early years of the project, data were received for
the most part through cooperation directly with individual courts.

TasLE 4. —Number of cases of apecified types reported by juvenile couris, 1927-39

Cases
¥ of ot
oar oo Depend- | Bpecial
TepoTting | . oty Dalin. | opooand | prooced
quency neglect! fngs?

927, 43 42,915 20, 353 12,552 |eeemanneen
‘1028, 65 85,171 38, 882 16,289 |...erecee
3020, . ececiicierecniccccnemrnannannan o8 85,117 46,312 18,805 lieemaee...
1830.. 92 75, 401 83, 757 0,711 933
1931.. 160 3,313 26, 830 22,317 116
1832 07 80, 630 65,274 8,235 1,1
3. ...... 84 90, 836 88, 039 21,605 1,102
1934........ 334 60, 300 68, 651 22,499 1,180
1635.. 08 06, 096 7,475 M, 019 1, %02
1836. . 384 88, 236 €3, 320 n, 59 1,317
1837.. 482 108, 535 78,688 B, 546 1, %1
1838 476 108, 054 {7,289 27,816 2,049
1839, 473 107,874 83,758 22,429 1,687

1 Dependency and neglect cases handled by juve.«!s oourts include eases of children referred because of
inadequate care or support from parents or guardians, abandonment or desertion, abuse or crue! treatment,
lh;ing under oonditions injurions to morals, and being physically handicapped and in need of public care.

Bpecial-prooceedings cases were not re; rior to 1930.  They include cases of petitions for commit-
mtpoe!d (eeele-mlnciefiﬁ children, udoptiozfoned ORges, %ontmvm nnrxmz ocustody of a cﬁld. children held as
materia] witnesses, and ocsrtain other types (f oases,

As the program developed, however, cooperation with State agencies
eoncerned with juvenile-court work or probation service was empha-
sized. This emphasis on reporting through a State agency is in
accordance with the general policy of the Children’s Bureau of working
with and throuj;h State agencies wherever possible. Through the
interest of the Juvenile Court Commission of Utay, that State has
been able since 1928 to furnish reports under a State-wide system.
The State of Connecticut was added to the reporting area in 1931,
Massachusetts and New York began reporting under the State-wide
type of plan in 1932; Rhode Island, in 1933; Indiana, in 1934; Michi-
gan, in 1935; Missouri, in 1937; and Ohic, in 1938. It is hoped that
the gradual extension of State-wide reporting of juvenile-court
statistics will afford a foundation for more adequate statistics on
juvenile delinquency as dealt with by the courts.

ldgonmedwtmmbhmantBuh-ﬂdcbw&nlmndliu. Raporting was rescmed in
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JUVENTILE-COURT BTATISTICS 7

TREND IN DELINQUENCY CASES

The trend in delinquency cases disposed of by juvenile courts from
1933 to 1939 may be judged on the basis of reports from 67 courts
serving areas of 100,000 or more population that reported comparable
statistics throughout that period (tabm. These are the only courts
in that population group that repo continuously during those
years, he population of the area served by the courts represented
23 percent of the total population of the United States in 1940.

n the areas served by these 67 courts that have reported con-
tinuously since 1933 the number of delinquency cases in 1939 was 6
percent greater than in 1938 and approximately equal to the number
disposed of in 1937. The 1939 total was somewhat higher than the
1936 figure but lower than that for 1933, 1934, or 1935. The
number of cases reported in 1939 was 4 percent less than the number
reported in 1933. As stated under Characteristics and Limitations of
Juvenile-Court Statistics, trends based upon delinquency cases handled
by juvenile courts are not necessarily indicative of trends of delin-
quency cases generally.

TaBLE 5.—Number of delinquency cases disposed of by 67 courts tha! served speci-
Jied areas of 100,000 or more population, 1983-89 1

Delinquency osses
Area served by eourt
1633 1934 1935 1838 1637 18 1039
ToLal CBSCS...cveneeacercnnnanmcanconnnn 53,419 | 62,076 | 47,368 | 51,063 | 48,085 | bB1,004
Ahglm?: Mobile County 2 108 136 135 85 123
ornia:
Ban Diego County. _oovuoeroorocacnroan 1,327 | 1415 1,604 | 1,847 | 1,788 2,045 2,102
Ban Francisco (city and county)......... 858 603 830 889 795 854 [ ¥<]
Connecticut:
Bridgeport (city) 378 889 62 311 U 87 356
Hartford (city) 871 640 [ 853 €20 482 479
District of Columbia. . —oveeeoooaeonoonones 1,646 | 1,705 | 1,86 | 1,474 | 1,431 [ 1,867 [ 2,78
Florida: Dade County.. 285 514 605 604 816 873
g%oygls: Fulton Cousnty 1,006 | 3,847 | 1,216 1,250 | 1,121 1,040
18848
343 380 288 85 M M7
811 1,118} 1,085 | 1,082 617 425
bl 25 319 ail 183 173
14 391 30 o4 566 €53
415 357 206 Mo 81 80
1, 849 | 1,000 %59 838
S 12| %708 6% | 2,518 2231 3,21
ton:
Boston (central ssetion). o cvvecccnene 28 [ ] €22 519 811 4 72
Brighton. .. . 73 87 82 % 41 26 8
Charlestown. cocmeeeeeennmmcrcvenonen <) 1 107 [ ] 75 Ll
DOrChester. o occeerecmacmcecrcooneses 148 185 14 138 206 i 140
Esst Boston 81 938 o2 %3 388 207
Roxbury... 02 M0 7 M5 358
Jouth Boston. - 188 4 L7 184 120 128
West Roxbur'y ....................... 182 148 100 138 108 141 110
Central district of Woroester....ooooo.- 357 330 85
East Norfolk distriet. ._.......ocicceecnne 178 04 168 182 47 124
district of esstern Middlesex 57 m 151 146 100
Lawrence district. . .eeeeeooanann. 107 128 [ 0 116
Lowell distriet...._.... .. 48 170 188 130 188 112 113
nd district of Bristol.. M3 n7 313 170 168 149
Bomerville district..._.... 105 96 8 83
Bouthern Easex district. 110 1580 164 114 jv ) 118 111
Bpringficld district. ... M3 210 00 284 102 166 160
ird district of Bristol.._.......... 178 n8 o33 18 13 145 212
M mg‘ll;kd district of eastern Middlesex....... 51 %1 00 M5 20 138 «
an!
Kent County..cuecvavmmcereecnricncans 470 i) M4 476 821 #2 420
Wayne CouDLy. oeeuvnnereorencencoveces 8,815 2,401 1 2,980 | 2,167 | 2,307 | 1,85 1,888

1 Population acoording to the 1940 census.
344D —. 2



8 CHTLDREN IN THE COURTS, 1038 AND 1939

TanLE 5.—Number of delinquency casee disposed of by 67 courts tha! served speci-
Red areas of 100,000 or more population, 1838-89—Continued

Delinguency oxses
JAres served by court
1033 193¢ 1088 10048 w7 18 19
Minnesots: Hennepin County...coeeianennee 0! 1,080 L1128 L0481 1,256} 1,232 1,310
New Jersey: Budson County..ccccevacees .- 876 968 e 54 833 Vil 357
New York:
Albany County. 372 802 456 33
Broome County 149 184 146 12
Ohautauqua County 218 181 188 167 128
Krie County 1,008 866
Monroe County... 28 161 1 149 160
New York (city).. 60| 8127 4,758 ) 4350 8, 265
ars County.. 131 114 78 105
Oneids County... 252 199 228
nsselacr County. . 177 21 207 225
Schencetady County. 181 123 166 121
Buffolk County &3 ™ 72
Westchester County-. 358 837 351 252
Ngrth Carolina: Buncombe County. m 167 [ ] [ 157
F¥raoklin County 02 1,851 | 1, 1, 1,157 1,18
Hamilton County..caecmnecnunecrsnanannn 2 %8 230 2831 3,160 8,321 3,436
Mahoning County 1,802 L306) 1,625 1,060 | 1, 1,384
Montgomery County 454 558 1,018 1,112 1,188
Oregon: Multnomah County....cceecevacens w3 | 1,101 969 | 1,068 [ 32
Pennsi'lvania:
Allegheny County. ...ceecenceccvecacann. 738 281 706 900 | 1,312 1,483 1,841
Berks County...coeennen . 83 101 " 4 115 117 24
Montgomery County. ... 80 77 53 92 103 99 128
Philadelphia (city and coun 6,787 | 6,461 ) 5735 | 4,088 | 5,332 ] 4,507 5,313
Rbode Island: 8ixth district... 08 162 190 A5 235 197
Bouth Carolina: Greenville Col 107 108 149 219 101 241
Utah: Third district........ 1,083 017 964 846 | 1,073 1,111
Virginfa: Norfolk (city). 861 738 36 622 83
‘Washington:
Pletce County B9 165 18 227 145 174
8pokane Coun 838 a 538 511 512
isconsin: Milw 3,682 3,563 | 3,362 | 4,831 4,848 8,720

e e . AR A s e - &
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS )

BUMMARY, DELINQUENCY CASES REPORTED IN 1938

During 1988, 77,289 delinquency cases were disposed of by 476
juvenile courts that served areas representing 39 percent of the total
population of the United States. Of these, 84 percent were boys’
cases and 16 percent were girls’ cases. This proportion is 1practicza,lly
the same from year to year. White children were involved in 79
percent of the cases, Negro children in 20 percent, and children of
other races in 1 percent.

TaBLE 8.—Race, nativity, and paren! nativily of boys and of pirls dealt with in
delinguency casee dieposed of by 476 courts, 1988

Delinguency oases
Race, nativity, and parent nativity of child Number Percent
Total | Boys | Girls | Total | Boys | Girls
Total cases. . 77,280 | 64,807 | 12,482 |.
Raoe reported. ... 71,523 | 89,713 | 11,810 100 100 100
‘White..... $,140 ™ 7 el
Native... 6, 642 5% 1] 5
Native parentage 4,540 2] -] 3
Foreign or mixed parentage. . 1,466 16 17 12
Parentage not reported 6356 4 4 3
Forelgn born. . 887 482 95 1 1 i
Nativity not reposted 18,375 | 10,972 | 3,403 19 18 0
Negro. .. 14,450 | 11,89 554 2 20 2
Othrrwe' . "&H 525 znﬁ 1 1 1
Raos not reported. - - 5,768 | &0 en

1 Mexican children were tabulated as “other"-m 1838 by the Los Angeles court, In other years they
bave been tabulated as “white.”

TABLE 7.—Age of boys and of girls when referred Lo couri in delinquency coses
disposed of by 476 courts, 1938

Delinquency cases

Age of ehild. when referred to court Number Peroent

Total | Boys | Qirls | Totel | Boys | Girls

g
g

UDder 10 JeArs . - ..o ocoeenrivarecrmasancesccannnas 2 835
10 yesrs, under 12.... G 642
12 years, under 14..
14 years, under 16..
16 years, under 18..
18 years ANd OVer..cceccvcncncccccscrcroronncnnas

Agenot reportad ..o ceeeiiniiieciiiiiiicnccnnnenes

981 1PN
"
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i0 CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 19388 AND 1839

In almost two-thirds of the boys’ cases (63 percent) and in almost
three-fourths of the girls’ cases (72 percent) in which court experience
was reported the children had had no previous court experience.
Reasons for reference of boys’ cases differed considerably from those
for which girls were brought into court. Stealing, acts of carelessness
or mischief, and traffic_violations were much more frequent among
boys than among girls, 78 percent of the boys’ cases being referred for
these reasons, compared with 21 percent of the girls’ cases. The

roportion of girls’ cases that were referred for truancy, running away,
ing ungovernable, and sex offenses was 74 percent, compared with
18 percent for the boys.

During 1938, 45 percent of the &.XB’ cases and 36 percent of the
girls’ cases were ‘‘dismissed, adjusted, or held open without further
action.” Approximately one-third of both boys’ and girls’ cases
were turned over to a probation officer for supervision. In 10 percent
of the boys’ cases and in 16 percent of the girls’ cases the children were
committed or referred to an institution.

TasLE 8.—Reason for reference to court in boys' and in girla’ delinque case
disposed of by 476 courts, 1838 id ¢

Dalinquency cases
Reason for reference to court Number Percent
Total | Boys | Girls | Towl | Boys | Girls
Total cases 77,380 | 64,807 | 12 482 emmmien
Reason for reference reported . . .vvveeivecocnascnsenas| 75,804 | 63,806 | 12,088 100 100 100
Btealing. .. cciv.ccrccrcencnncemcsenecsnaen sensnes 33,514 | 32 136 b1t “ 80
Act of carclessness or mischicf and traffic violation.{ 18, 737 | 17, 805 }',142 35 8 :(1)
ney : 48771 4151 1 462 7 ] 12
Running away.. . 29501 1,842 [} (] 18
Being ungovernable 3,412 3,243 |- 9 8 n
et bl tml o5 3%
n.. +

[o] n:ryrusom;” 1,30 060 2 2 3

Reasor for refarence not reported 1,001 %4 .-

TasLr 9.—Source of reference to court in boys’ and in girls’ delinguency cases
disposed of by 476 courts, 1888 ™

Delinquency onses
Bource of reference to court Number Percent
Total | Boys | Girls | Total | Boys | QGirls
Total cases.... T, 30 1 64,807 | 12482 ... .. feciicac]irnnnnnn
BSoaree of reference reported. ...occcccernaconencacenass 61,753 | 81,838 | 9,017 100 100 100
Baboo! depastinebt. o “HInm tm % % B
00} de €Ol caviccnnncnvonnvsovensnnantonans

Probation Officer... . -..-...... WS | nrm| em 4 3 rl
Other coUrt ccvevvceranncocen 1,541 100 3 3 3
Bocial agency...... - 1,026 47 855 1 1 8
Parents or relatives 351! 21 8 [ ™
Dtber {ndlvidusl.... 6762 ) &m82[ 1,080 11 1 11
OLher BOUrCE —vocvvercrcucscavenoveasnoaseniorease 800 048 152 1 1 ]
Souzoe of reference not reported 15,506 | 12,971 | 2565 | veensonsfreenanas
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JUVENILE-COURT BTATISTICS 11

TaBLE 10.—Places of delention care of boys and of girls dealth with tn delinguency
cases disposed of by 476 courts, 1988

Delinquency cases
Place of detention cars Number Percent
Total | Boys | Qirls | Total | Boys | Qirls

Total cases..... W 71,380 | 64,807 | 12,482 |..coiiieeieen ) iaiannee
Detention care reported... .| 60,015 | 51,108 | 9,807 100 100 100
No detentioneare.. ooeoerannicann. eeseromeane=a) 37,028 | 82,214 | 5,414 62 63 55
Detention care overnight or longer.....ccceeeveeecee 23,287 | 18,804 | 4,303 38 L1 45
Boarding home. . 583 415 138 1 1 1
Detention home ... 16,088 | 12,808 | &, 980 % 25 8
Other Institution. ...cccscercanencceccnaccnsss 3,181 § 2,484 087 [ & 7
Jal] or police station 3. 3,054 | 2408 148 4 ) 2
Other placeof care d....cccivevecvcrcncocnsonns 358 208 a0 1 (O] 1
Place of care not reported......cocorceaccaness 883 503 80 1 1 3

Detention care not reported .| 16,874 | 13,000 { 2,675 |. .

VIncludes canes of children wedcgmn of the time in detention homes and part of the time ¢ where
but excludes cases of children also for in jails or police stations.

3 Includes cases of children cared for part of the time in jalls or police stations and part of the time elsew here.

8 Iri‘cludgtm‘ of children cared for in mofyv: than 1 place but in places othar than detention homes, jails,
ot police stations.

‘ than 1 percent,

TaBLE 11.—Disposition of boys’ and of girls’ delinguency cases disposed of by 476

courts, 1988
. Delinquency casss .
Disposition of case Number Percent
Total | Boys | Girls | Total | Boys | Qirls
Total cases 77,389 | 64,807 | 12482 | ... eeeecinaee
Disposition reported . 76,410 | 64,137 | 12, 282 100 100 100
Case dismissed, adjusted, or held open without

hxrtheru-tinn.d’ 2 33,082 | 38,724 | 4388 [} 45 %
Child supervised by probationr oficer. 0044 | 2,007 M7 M ;] 2
Child committed or referred to an institution. .... 8,351 ) 6,300 1,031 11 10 16
Btate institution for delinquent children...... 4,212 3,258 854 [ ] [
Otber institution for delinquent children..... 3,087 | 2375 n2 [} 4 [}

Penal institution 138 112 16 (o] (U] Q
Other institution. o 855 ” 1 1 2
Ohild committed or referred to an AgeDCY.ceveene- 2,484 | 1,083 821 3 3 7
Public dspartment 1,59 [ ] 350 1 2 3
Other agency... LM T4 471 2 1 4
OChild committed or referred t; an individual.....| 633 0 13 1 1 2
Case referred t0 AnOLHEr OOUrt e o oecerivencmmenan 05 881 14 1 1 1

Fipe or costs ordered......coa.e 708 o877 31 1 1 m
Runaway returped.... 2,081 | 1,823 [V} 3 2 4
Other disposition of oase el 3171 1,882 89 H 3 2

Disposition not reported 870 670 200

1 Less then 1 peroent,
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CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 1988 AND 19369

TasLx 12.—Previcus courl experience of boys and of girls deall with in delingquenc
cases disposed of by 476 courts, 1838 nauency

Delinquency omsos

Previous court expericnce Number Percent
Total | Boys | Qirls { Total | Boya | Qirls
TOtAl OMBES. coericcenucnnnacnccacsacnonnnnsennne 7,380 | 64,807 | 32482 [ ... feiiciniiecnaaaas
Previous court experienoe reported. ...... evessasremes 61,483 | 81,640 | 9,837 100 100 100
Previous court exparienos. .. .coeemeeciocceaacans 21,751 { 19,023 | 278 38 7 L]
No previous court experience. ...ceae- ) 32,623 | 7,108 65 a3 72
Previous court sxperience not reported 15,806 | 13,161 { 2645 | c.cueeilocnmacac)iracnana

SUMMARY, DELINQUENCY CASES REPORTED IN 1939

During 1939, 83,758 delinquency cases were disposed of by 473
courts that served areas representing 38 percent of the total popula-

tion of the United States.
15 percent were girls’ cases.

Of these, 85 percent were boys’ cases and
White children were involved in 79

percent of the cases, Negro children in almost 21 percent, and children
of other races in less than one percent of the cases.

TABLE 13.—Race, nalivily, and poerent nalivil

of boyc and of girls dealt with in

delinquency cases dssposed of by 478 courts, 19389

Delinquency cases
Raos, nativity, and parent pativity of child Number Percent

Tota! | Boys | Qirls | Total | Boys | Girls
TOLR) CREEE . _ o ccrcecceciamenrennarsnnsanonnnnnns 83,758 [ 71,275 [ 12,483 |....ooiiieecinii]ioinaats
Reoe reported. coceneicennenciecerecnraneaniansoscnnan 79,045 | 09,987 | 12,058 100 100 100
White. .. 62,482 | 63,274 | 0,208 ™ ] m”
Natve. oo ceiiiimecreiereer e irnisen e 48,275 | 41,570 ) 6,705 [} 82 &
Native parentaee. . c.o.cveevimiennenacnnes 33,317 { 9,007 | 4,710 2 43 0
Foreign or mixed parentage. ....coumneeee. 1,687 1 10,424 | 1,963 15 18 11
Parentage not reported . ...ccevumciunnnen. 271 25839 4 4 [
Forelgn-born. ccoecreremecrviirncnnciroenas 818 8§27 o1 1 1 1
1,177} 412 17 17 2

13,876 | 2,818 21 0 <]

138 2| O ® (O]
4,388 [ V7 R IO

4 Lass than 1 percent.
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JUVENILE-COURT BTATISTICS 13

TaBLE 14.—Age of boys and of girls when referred to court in delinquency casss
diaposed of by 478 courts, 1859

Delinquency oases

Ape of child when referred to court Number Percent

Total | Boys | Girls | Total | Boys | QGirie

5
¢
:
B
g
8
§
]
B
5
5
5

Under 10 years ..
10 years, under 12.
12 years, under 14,

wRENs.
1% _$ 379

. 1
14 Yesrs, under 16 la3s3 ) 2781 | 5
16 years, Under 18. . ... meerciecnreeceeamm——as 21,138 1 17,480 { 3,
18 yours And OVer. ... outioiiii i aeiianeeaas 1,889 1 1,489

Agenotreported t. oo oeiiii i eeianicecaennaceanaas 72 "7

1 The number of oases included in “age not reported’’ {n this table is not the same as in table 15, because
the specific age of some children was not reported. Age groups in this table differ {rom those in table 16

TaBLE 15.—Ape under whick j’uvem'le courl has original jurisdiciion, and age when
referred to court! of boys and of girls deglt with in delsngquency cases disposed of
by 478 courts, 1989

Number of delinquency cases of | Percent of delinquency cases of
oourts having jurisdiction to '~ | eourts haviag jurisdiction to—

Age of child when referred | Total
to court

16 17 18 21 16 17 | 18 | 21
yoars | years | years | years { years | years | yoars | years

Total cases .. ........ 18,363 | 82,645

Boys’ cases . 16,244 | 26, 400

Agereported....cocoereane.. 16,019 | 26,149
Under 10 years, .. ....... 2,861 1,276 821

973

€755 2106 [ 1,421 | 1,041

digim | €124 ) 8313 ) 4104
¢ 840

0038 | 'm0 X7e6 | K088
| €e37] sss T1is| 4709

10 years, under 12..
12 years, under 14..
14 years, under 16..
16 years, under 17..
17 years, under 18..

18 yearsand over.._.._.] 1,489 17 23 ]31,134
Age not reported . _........ 852 70 n5 251 [ ) PSR IR [T A
Girls’ eanest...._.. - 12,4831 3177 3,110 | 6,945 [V 18 RN AUURIN PRV R -
3,037 | 21068] 6178 2 100 100 100 100
100 49 120 8 3 2 2 1
107 387 15 7 5 [ b1
1,800 843 367 712 78 21 18 12 8
14 years, under 16....... 5402 | 1,851 ] 3,035 | 2170 7 6l “w 35 36
16 years, under 17._..... 2,263 140 801 1,407 215 8 M b <] 3
17 years, under 18..._... 1,395 7 42| 1,078 198 2 2 17 a
18 years and over....... 400 0 8| 1384 o 1l & 10
Age ot reported. ........... 25 140 13 |3 TR [PURRINN ISR FNPVURY SR

1 Bome courts have jurisdiction under special circumstances beyond the age specified; also courts oocasion.
slly deal informally with children who are just beyond the age of juvenile-court. jurisdiction.
w' In boys' cases 148 oourts had jurisdiction up to 16 years, 247 up to 17 years, 76 up to 18 years, and ¢ up

21 years,

8 This is a considerable increase over the number reported during 1937; 1,020 out of the 1,134 cases were
fromm Ohlo. The increase may be due to the fact that a low was approved in May 1937 providing that
Ohio juvenlle courts shall have jurisdiction over persons over 18 years of age who arc charged with offenses
committed while under 18 years of sge.

§ Less than 1 percent.

§ The number of cascs included in **Age not reported” in this table is not the same as in table 14, beoause
the specific age of some children was not reported. Age groups in this table diffcr from those in table 4.
to.zlin girls’ cases 70 oourts had jurisdiction up to 18 years, 2¢4 up to 27 years, 146 up to 18 years, and ¢ up

years,
T Of these, 208 were Ohio oases. (Bee footnote 3.)

448244-—42-——3
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14 CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 1938 AND 19389

In 63 percent of the boys’ cases and 72 percent of the girls’ cases
in which court experience was reported the children had had no
previous court experience. In 79 percent of the boys’ cases the
referral was for some type of stealing, acts of carelessness or mischief,
or traffic violations. Only 22 percent of the girls’ cases were referred
for these reasons. On the other hand, 72 percent of the %ir!s’ cases
were referred for truancy, running away, being ungovernable, or sex
offenses whereas only 17 percent of the boys’ cases were referred for
these reasons.

During 1939, 49 percent of the boys’ cases and 88 percent of the
girls’ cases were ‘“‘dismissed, adjusted, or held open without further
action.” In approximately one-third of the cases the boys and girls
were turned over to a probation officer for supervision. In 9 percent
of the boys' cases and in 16 percent of the girls’ cases the children
were committed or referred to an institution.

TABLE 18.—Reason for reference lo courl in boys’ and in girle’ delinquency cases
disposed of by 478 courts, 1889

Dellnguency cases
Resson for reference o oourt Number Peroent
Toilal | Boys | Girls { Total | Boys | QGirls
TOtAl CABES. ... oocemenenincnnnanenneracnancesess] B, TO8 [ 71,275 | 12,483 | . ifiaiiiieniinas
Reason for reference reported 100 100 100
11T S Y 44 49 12
Act of carelessness or mischief and traffic violation. ” 0 10
CY.cstecncscurcrasersrannnaunomennnssnsnanne 877 [] ] 12
Running away.... 837 [] [ 18
ing ungoverna 23 8 4 ]
Bex offense.......... 1,827 355 ] 3 19
Injury to person ——- 1,067 { 1,842 325 2 2 3
N Otber rssson - 1,686 | 1,341 M5 3 2 3
* Reason for reference not reported. .. ..eiomiccecianna. 300 27 a2

TaBLE 17.—Source of reference to court in boys’ and in girls' delinguency cases
disposed of by 473 courts, 1989

Delinquancy cases

BSouroe of reference to court Number Percaut

Total cases............. 83,758 [ 71,275 | 12,483 | ..o o )eceiiid]ianinnan

Bource of reference reportad. ....ceeecnceenconacenesnan 69,727 | 50,854 | 10,373 100 100 100

Police......cc.coneenns Lo | 67 ] »

. B8ehool department 1,964 ] 8 12

: Probation officer....c.ceecemcacniminncseccmecnane 2,608 710 4 3 7

! Other court.... 130 2 2 1

Social agency..... 857 1 1 [

Parents or relatives 2,214 7 [ n

Other Individual....ccoereeeen.nn 1,354 12 12 12

Other B0UMDe..cocomneeerennrcarenscnnencracocsanse [ 104 1 1 1

BSouroe of relerence not TOPOFted.....cvueeeecanmsvnnan 14,080 13,021 | 200 [ooooooi e
",'.‘.,e}:_‘,,,‘._.._._..‘___-.. —— - e - . o e ye—————-

- -9
o e, e S | AP TR Y -



JUVENILE-COURT BTATISTICS 15

TaBLE 18.—Place of detention care of boys and of girls deall with in delinguency
cases digposed of by 478 courts, 1939

Delinquency cases

Place of detention care Number Percent

Total | Boys | Qirls | Total | Boys | Qirls

T'Ot8 CBSLS.cceoeneeecarracacanenamranncanseion 83,768 1 71,275 | 12,483\ .o feeeenceeeans
Detention care reportod....cccceecorearacasacaenacann 87,5689 | 57,456 | 10,113 100 100 100
No detention csre -] 41,828 | 86,341 | 5,487 62 63 4
Detention care overnight or Jonger... 25,741 | 21,115 | 4,826 8 37 @8
Boarding home.. 25 208 117 1 [O] 1
Detention home 1 ... oiiriinaaenaen 17,703 | 14,233 | 3,340 2% 25 t ]

Other institution....... ceee| 3,358 | 2,500 759 -] [ 7

Jail or police station 3._. o] 8,514 5,238 26 8 [ 3

Other place of cared.._._.. S 600 518 82 1 1 1

Place of care not reported...oococeacciociocnns Ml 189 52 © [0} 1
Detention care not reported 16,180 | 15,810 [ 2370 |.... ————

¥ Includes cases of children cared for part of the time {n detention homes and part of the time elsewhers but
exrludes cases of children also cared for in Jails or police stations.

;1 Includes cases of children cared for part of the time in jails or police stations and part of the time clse-
where.

8 Includes cases of children cared for in more than 1 place but in places other than detention bomes, jails,

TaBLE 19.—Dirposition of boys’ and of girls’ delinquency cases disposed of by 478
courts, 1989

Delinquency cases
Dispaaition of case Number Peroent
Total { Boys | Qirls | Total | Boys { Girls
Total cases 83,758 | 71,275 | 12,483
Disposition reported 83,582 [ 71,110 { 12,452 100 100 100
Cose dismissed, adjusted, or beld open without
K furtber action. 90,120 | 34,438 | ¢, 082 [ ® .
Child supervised by probation oficer. . ...cncew-.| 27,151 | 33,263 | - 3,888 2 n 31
Chiid committed or referred to an institution....... 8,442} 6,411 ] 2,031 10 ] 16
Btate institution for delinquent chfidren...... 4,38 | 3,302 1,008 8 [ 8
Other inst{tution for delinquent children...... 3,164 | 3440 705 4 3 ]
Penal institution. ... 153 133 20 ® ® ]
Other {pstitution. ..cocerceeernnen- [ 4 V) 300 1 1 2
Chifld committed or referred to an agency...coeeee- 2,962 | 1,68 T 3 2 [}
Public department 1,%00 082]| M8 3 1 3
Other agency. 1,002 8] 1 1 1 3
Child committed or referred toan individusl...._.. [ ] [ 3 180 1 1 2
Case referred to another oouUrt s, .. ceccmeececmsean 749 814 135 1 1 1
Fine or costs ordered 831 792 39 1 1| O
Runaway returned... 3,21 1 1,72 $36 ) 3 [
Other disposition of casc. 1,770 | 1,838 n2 2 2 2
Disposition not reported 108 165 k i
§ Less than 1 peroent,



16 CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 1088 AND 1930

TaBLE 20.—Previous court experience of boys and of girls deall with in delinguency

cases disposed of by 478 couris, 1889

Delinquency cases
Previous court experience Number Perosnt
Total | Boys | QGirls | Tota! | Boys | Ofrls
Total cases 83,758 | 71,275 | 12,483
Previous court experience repotted. .comcecmconccnnis 70,481 | 88,043 | 10, 838 100 100 100
Previous court experience. 4,960 | 22,048 | 2,012 35 14 %
No previous oourt eXperience. . ...cccremmaresaeaes] 45,521 | 37,805 | 7,62 [ [ <3 2
Previous court experience not reparted. . cceeevevenaans 13,277 | 11,332 | 1,045
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PART 2.—FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS FOR THE 2-YEAR
PERIOD ENDED JUNE 30, 1939

INTRODUCTION

The data in this section of the report are based upon reports received
in the Bureau of Prisons of the United States Department of Justice
from United States probation officers, from United States marshals,
and from institutions that received Federal offenders by court com-
mitment. The information is concerned with the juveniles under 18
years of age charged with violating Federal laws and brought to the
gtteixgé%nl of Federal authorities during the 2-year period ended June

0, .

Cases of children charged with violating Federal laws may be
handled by Federal authorities or may be dealt with under State
juvenile-court laws. The policy has been to divert cases of Federal
juvenile offenders to State authorities wherever possible and in some
communities serious violations of Federal laws as well as minor viola-
tions are handled by juvenile courts. Such cases are reported by the
juvenile courts and included in the figures presented in part 1, Juvenile-
Court Statistics. The number of cases of children dealt with by
Federal courts is influenced by several factors such as the age limits
of State juvenile-court jurisdiction and the stage of development of
State juvenile-court and probation systems.?

The data presented in part 2, Federal Juvenile Offenders, cannot be
compared directly with the data presented in part 1, Juvenile-Court
Statistics, because the information for juvenile-court statistics is as-
sembled from one source, namely, cases disposed of by juvenile courts,
whereas statisties for Federal juvenile offenders are assembled from
three different sources and represent four stages in the handling of
the case. It has been necessary, therefore, to present the material
according to the source of the reports received as follows:

Federal juvenile offenders brought to the attention of

United States probation officers_______._.______. Tables 1, 2.
Federal juvenile offenders received in jails and held

pending trial .. e ccaooiooas Table 8.
Federa! juvenile offenders discharged from detention

after being held pending trial_ . _ . . .. ... Tables 4-7.
Federal juvenile offenders placed on probation and

those received under sentence in jails and Federal
InBtitutions. o ce e o cmccnceccmcnctccmnccaan Tables 8-10,

1 Previous annual reporta on Federal juvenile offenders have given data conesrning the juveniles under
19 years of age who were dealt with by Fedsral authorities. this report data are presented only for
the group of i:venile offenders who were under 18 years of age, since the Foderal Juvanile Delinquency -
Ac:&k cted in 1838, defines & juvenileas a n 1"I,£un of age of under.

t In order to provide for itnprovement in the methods of dealing with the ] pro, on of the cases
of juvenile offenders that eannot be diverted to State authorities, 8 Federal Juvenile Delinquency Act
was passed by Congreas and was signad by the President on June 16, 1938. This act applies to persons
17 years of age or under who commit Federal offenses not punhhlble by death or life imprisonment.
The purpose is to do away with long jail detention, to makse possible promnpt and privats h-:fnu. and to
broaden the possibilities {or disposition and treatment.

Under this act the Attorney General may direct, with the consent of the juvenile, the institution of
proceedings on & charge of juvenile delina:ency. rather than for a specific offense. ngs on &
eharge of juvenile dolinquencgeml be initiated by the filing of an information instead of by md—‘wy
indictment. Hearings shall thout a jury and may be beld at any time &nd in cham
Attorney General is suthorized to provide for the detention of juveniles in a juvenile home or other
e G B T e b

e y of the roe , who may & public or private ageocy for .
eare, subeistence, education, and tnﬁx&n: :
17
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18 CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 1938 AND 1939

FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION
OF UNITED S8TATES PROBATION OFFICERS

For the judicial districts having United States probation officers
the statistics presented in tables 1 and 2 include all cases of Federal
juvenile offenders that are disposed of officially by Federal authorities.

here were probation officers in Puerto Rico and in 80 of the 84
Federal districts in continental United States during the period July 1,
1937-June 30, 1939. Statistics for the districts not covered, where no
probation officer was on duty, are included with those reported by
other districts whenever the offenders were referred to United States
probation officers in the adjoining districts. Reports of the District
of Columbia are not included, since the administrative relationship of
the District of Columbia courts to the Department of Justice differs
from that of other Federal courts.

TasLE 1.—Total cases and movement of cases of Federal juvenile offenders brought
lo the altention of United States probaiion officers in Federal judicial district
during the £-year period ended June 30, 1889

Cases brought to the sttention of United States probation officers
July 1, 1637-June 30, 1638 July 1, 1%68-June 30, 1939
Foderal judicial district t
Cases Cases

Total | Cases Total | Cases
ot li:'d New | cases | dis- “o"g:'d New | cases | dis. |ourTied
July 1, | oases ‘:“t}: p‘:,’d July 1, | €8 d"l'"_h‘ MO, June 30,

1937 1839

Total....eercvncncan 48] 1,600 | 2,147 1,87 4| 1,783 | 2,057 | 1,801 286
n 45 [ ] 8 18 68 86 &7 w
M 83 n 10 14 M M.
20 28 18 1 13 14 8 [
@ (.14 e 4 2. - 31 ]
38 56 82 4 S €7 ] 8
M [ -] 42 1 14 18 12 3
7 L 8 1 18 19 18 1
n n | <3 - 11 11 b} 1 (-
14 16 14 3  } » .3 O,
2 3 | I PO, [ 4 [} S
M n n 4 25 % 44 2
[ 1] “® ] 10 38 L] 42 4
3 0 43 7 445 52 41 11
3] » 36 3 ] -] b 4
74 41 32 ] 2 41 35 []
1 1 ) N R [ ] 3 ]
19 n » 1 [ 1] 41 ] 3
17 n 3 j........ 1 11 9 ]
15 20 20 foeeenenn 10 10 W oeanen
16 17 17 feeeanaas 18 15 16 feennannn
8 1 | PO FON PSRRI PO S,
1 3 ) I S, ] 3 T,
[} 4 L3 ] L] -3 N

1 16 15 1 16 10 13
® 82 .24 18 » 7 81 13

s R -] 2 “ L)
33 60 4 3 18 18 18 | euineee
14 16 13 4 n ” »l......
tah, and Wisoonsin (Eastern)

1 There was ngdprobnkm officer on duty in Delaware, Ohlo (Northern), U
July 1, 1837-June 30, 1939; Federal juvenile offenders in
refarred to the United States probation officers in adjol districts,

1

districts wers genenally

P - i aabte G para n ore 4
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TanLE 1.—Total cases and movement of cases of Federal juvenile offenders brought to
the atiention of United States probation officers in each Federal judicial district
during the 2-year period ended June 30, 1989—Continued

Oases brought to the attention of United States probation ofirers

July 1, 1687-June X, 1838 July 1, 1038-June 50, 1939
Federal judicial district Cases Cases c

Total | Cases | 8% Total | Cases | 02
“var. | New | cwms | dis | Tyen!| New | awss | dis | G0
te| omses 1| cases | :
ng&'_]u with |  of ‘"l’gsx' with | of "“““gggo'

1 4 L] [- 1 PO, 3 3

2 20 2 21 1 25 2

8 3 11 4 7 8 15

3 28 28 n 1 [} 42

7 7 T Jamcoannn 2 3

2 ) 3} ) 2 8 10

10 16 E 24 2 b 1) 2

15 40 61 2 F- 38 67

8 30 38 38 2 <} 25

10 25 35 11 [ 4] B

........ 2 ] n 7

1 8 ] 4 ]

1 .3 7 8 i0

2 2 1 1

2 14 16 10 10

7 ) ¥ 18 8 [

1 1 2 7 8

4 4 8 17 18

4 i) -3 18 17

® 16 2% 20 M

3 n 2 3¢ 37

'} 22 31 32 32

8 41 88 ]

1 [] [ [

;-]

31

8

]

a5¥s BN

| bl [ d
—— D

S aER, B2

SRE BT &R,

L1 [ ]

[
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Tasre 3.—Population 15 to 17

the atiention of United States pro

rs of ages;ndumoe,l in 1940, and total cases and movement of cases of Federal juvenile offenders brought to

tion officers in each geographic division during the 2-year period cndcd June 30, 1939

Cnses brought to the attention of United States probetion officers

Population 13 to July 1, 1937-June 30, 1928 July 1, 1898-June X0, 1929
17 years of age
Geographic division fn 10401 C Oases om- Conss

P foes ORr- Totai cases | Cases dis- Total cases | Onses dis- hanid
Jord %oty | New oMot | dealt with | posed of | 7ied0Yer, | NeW oS | geut with | posedof |y ried over

Nombee | Per: Num-| Per- [Num-| Per- [Num-| Per- INum-|{ Per- [Num-| Por- [Num-| Per- |Nwm-| Per- [Num-| Per- (Nom-| Per-

cent | ber | cent | ber | cent | ber | cent | ber { cent | ber | cent | ber | cent/| ber {ocent | bor | cent | ber | cent

Total?. ... .oceeeaen... iu,m 100 | 48| 100 [1,000 | 100 |2,347 | 100 (1,873 | 100 | 274 | 100 |1,783 | 100 {2,067 | 100 [1,801 | 00| 256 | 108
Pour northern divizions. ... _._......._... 4,063,910 %6 '14 2% 38 21 475 2y 420 p4] 48 17 ] 432 M| 478 n) 41 4 47 18
New England . 482,472 . 1 3 17 1 28 1 0 1 ] 3 2 1 34 1 23 1 9 3
Middle Atiantic 1, 458, 200 ] n ] 97 8| 124 6] 12 [ 12 4| 125 7] 3 1 12 7 15 [
East North Centeal____.. .. ......___. 1,409,750 19 33 71 180 9 183 9] 178 9 7 3] 1M i m 9 172 10 7
West North Central. .. 746,478 10 ] 6| 114 71 140 81 12t 7 1¢ 7] 19 e 128 e} 12 [} 16 [
Thres southern divisions. .. 2,534, 006 M| s 70 11,187 00 {1,483 00 |1, 267 0| 218 miLI77 08 i1, %3 88 {1,108 e8| 197 T
Bouth Atlantied_.______ 1,008, lg 114 25) 4N %] 588 27| B804 n a1 0 | 507 3| s ! 09 3 7 N
Enst South Central._._ 674,041 2 2| 319 191 411 19§ 311 171 100 3| 4l 19F M al | 387 30 84 <
West Bouth Central .. _.__........._. , 453 11} 110 25| 317 22| 487 23| 452 M 35 13} 320 19] 84 181 3% 18 3 13
Twowestern divisions_. ___.___.._._.____ o, 083 9 ‘85 8! 134 91 1 e 177 9 12 41 111 10] 183 ol 172 10 12 1]
Moantain_ 20,717 3 2 6} 101 6l 19 el 1o [ 10 3| 13 8] 113 0] 104 [ [ J 4
Pacific - 452,348 [ 7 2 53 3 60 3 58 3 2 1 ] 4 3 &7 4 3 1

Puerto Rico_ . 118,449 25 TR IR U SR NI W SO O 3| M 3O 3 5

fow Federsl juvenile offenders are un

under 18 of afe.
udes the District of Columbia because the nd inlstrzme relation of the District of Columbis courta to ths Department of Justics differs fiom that of other Federal courts.

l Loas than 1 percent.
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FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS RECEIVED IN JAILS AND HELD
PENDING TRIAL

Data presented in table 8 concerning the number of Federal juvenile
offenders received in jails and held pending trial are obtained from
reports submitted to the Bureau of Prisons by United States marshals.

TapLE 8 -Agc and m,- of Federal
during each

A

jupenile offenders received in jails and held pending
cal year ended June 30, 1886-89

Offendars received in jail and held pending trial

Year, and age of offender Total Boys Girls
Number l;mt Number | Percent | Number | Percent
‘Yrax ENDED JUNE 30, 1030
Total. 1,038 100 922 100 114 100
Under 15 years 101 87 9 )7 12
5 years 145 14 125 b b Y] 17
m YesTSs. .. 265 2. 35 ] 32
17 years... 825 81 481 82 & ]
Yxar ENDED JUNE 30, 1638
Total 1,186 100 1,001 100 185 100
Under 15 yoars. 109 10 90 9 1] X}
15 years...... . 160 13 122 12 » 21
IO YEBTS v icccarcannrrcccnmanasecncnans an b 14 278 8 ] ]
17 years .- 566 850 811 81 [ ] 41
Yxar ENDED JUNE 3, 1637
Total. 964 100 863 100 101 100
Under 15 years. k(] L] o 11 11
16 years... cme- 1562 18 132 15 2 b
16 yea's . 80 0 0 0
17 years 57 [ 44 417 L] 40 ]
Yxax EXDXD JURE 30, 1938
Total. 100 [ -] 100 88 100
Under 15 yeara. 81 9 (] 8 15 18
15 years 120 14 118 e 16 19
16 years 80 - n ] ]
17 years “7 431 81 . X




22 CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 1038 AND 19890

FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS DISCHARGED FROM DETENTION
AFTER BEING HELD PENDING TRIAL

The figures covering Federal juvenile offenders discharged from
detention after being held pending trial (tables4 to 7) are also reported
by United States marshals and include all cases of iuvenil% who were
discharged during the year—both those received for detention prior
to the beginning of the year and those received during the year. The
figures do not include cases of offenders received for detention who
were not discharged during the year.

TaBLE 4.—Place of detention pending trial of Federal suvenile offenders of each sex
discharged from detention during the years ended June 80, 1888 and 1939

Ofenders discharged from detention after being held for trial

Placs of detention pending trial Total Boys Qirls
Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percant
Yxar ENDED JUNE 30, 1039
Total ORBeS.....ceceraucceccrevaanes 1,359 100 1,24 100 125 100
County and ety Institutions. ............. 1,12 ] 1,042 85 100 80
Federal corrections) institutions and de-
tention beadquarters. . ...ececccnaenncn 70 [ ™ [ 75 PR FOR—
Juvenile detention bOmeS. caveecnecnronna- 122 [] 104 8 18 14
Other institutions. ... .ccvceeecacnnaaaenns 16 1 9 1 7 L)
Yxax ExDED JUNE 30, 2438
Total caues 1,441 %00 1,388 300 153 100
Oounty and ety institutionsy._.......... L2700 [ -] 1,141 ] 12 “
Federal correctional institutions and de-
tantion headquarters?. . ..ccoevmencanne 80 ) %0 7
Juvenile detention homes. ...cceeveceences [ 5 -] ¢ 13 9
Other fnstitutions 15 1 4 Q@ 11 7

1 In earlier years the terms “looal jail” and *'Federsl jail” were used. The wording in this table repre.
-u’lts the termllnology {:r the 1639 report on Federa} Offenders, issaed by the Bureau of Prisons,
Loss than 1 percent,

F— o ~ - . - . -
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FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDEIRS 23

Tainrx 5 —Type of discharge of Federal juvenile offenders of each sex discharged
Jrom detention during the years 3nded June S0, 1838 and 1889

Oflenders discharged from detention afier
bel trial

ng held pending
Type of discharge Total
Boys Qirls
Number | Percent
YEan ENpxp JUNE 30, 1030

Total..... .. 1,8% 100 1,284 128
Releassd cn ball or recognizance. .. 336 25 %03 8
ball...... 87 21 260 4
OD POOOITIZAN0O. .. o eeevecccnreacecccrnmseareeneesnononmennen [ [} 43 [}
Not released on bail or recognizance . 1,023 %6 931 /]
Turned over to Stats suthorities. . coeeercuncean... 106 8 ™ 12
Case dismissed. . .. 104 8 85 10
Piaced on probation... 278 2 262 14
Bentenos suspended . 10 b 10 [aeevvenie-
Pine pald 1 (U] I TR
809 23 301 ]
7 7 95 2
7 () IS
M ] 33 1
7 o 6 1
7 [ 37 38
1,441 100 1,288 153
402 2 39 <]
202 25 335 o
40 3 34 [}
1,039 72 910 120
9 7 ® 8
112 8 87 2%
204 " 181 2
19 1 16 3
2 (O] -

318 n

155 11

Juvenile pscaped. ... - . 7 (0]

Transferred to immigration authorities. H 2

erred to another Foderal diatrict. 35 2

Other typs, or type not reported..... . o4 []

1 Lass than 1 percent,
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24 CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 1988 AND 1939

TasLe 6.—Length of detention pending trial of Federal juvenile offenders of each
sex discharged from detenifor. during the years ended June 80, 1938 and 1985

Ofenders Aischarged from detention after
belng held pending tris}
Langth of detention pending trial Total
Boys Qtrls
Number | Percent
Yzar ENDED JUNE 80, 1830
Total cases. . e 1,3% 300 1,24 125
Less than 3days........ .- . 20 0 ]
S days, 1ess than ] Week. .. oceimcecncnccecrccormencvnnocmcnoens 212 18 197 15
1 week, Jess then 2...... . 18 24 M
2 weeks, less than 1 month. - ) 21 70 21
1 month, less than 2. . 208 18 186 »
2 montbs, less than 3 as [ ] 74 14
3 months, less than 6....... voon ae 81 4 45 [ ]
€ months, Jess than 1 year. 2 (0] 30 IR .
Yeir EXDED JUNE 30, 1038

TotAl COBES. oo carecccaccicccaucncrrenrenressesrsneans 1,441 100 1,288 153

Less than 3 days.... ] 183
3 days, less than 1 week. e 21 16 214 17
Y week, Jessthan 2., .. 202 {1 175 14
2 weeks, less than 1 montb...... . 337 2 04 33
1 month, Jess than 2, . 15 17 217 3
2 months, less thal 8. i ecaenrcncoccecrecraccnonn 137 10 114 n
3 months, less than 6.. aan 87 8 80 7
6 nvvnths, less than 1 year 2 (U] 1 i

1 Less than 1 percent,

TABLE 7.-~Length of detention pending trial by type of discharge in cases of Federal
Juvenile oﬁendenfdiachargcd Jrom detention during the years ended June 830,

1838 and 1939

Offenders discharged from detention after being beld for trial

Released on bail | Not released on ball
Length of detsntion pending trial Total or recoguizance or recognizance
Number | Percant | Number | Percent | Number | Percent
Yxar ExDXp JUNE 30, 1639
Total casas L% 100 e 100 1,08 100
Laoes & 3 days. 20 20 150 [ 119 13
8 days, less than 1 week. 212 16 86 % 128 13
1week, Jessthan 2 . . ccccriacnnne. 288 18 0 12 190 0
2 weeks, jess than 1 month 201 a1 0 n 354 ]
1 month, less than 2......... eiummsacsasane 208 15 16 ] 192 19
2 months, less than 3 [} [ ] 3 [ -] 8
3 months, lass than 6........... eacvenevann 51 4 3 (0] "®
€ months, Jess than 1 year. ...coeuee-. . 3 ) IR, O PR, H (0]
Yzix EpEn JUXE 30, 1038
Total cases. 1441 100 02 100 1,080 100
Lees than 3 days........... evesornue eenans 200 b7} 1% 2 n T
8 days, Jess than 1 week. . [ 01 18 17 2 104 10
lweek, less than 2_____._... - 202 b1 [+ 18 13 3
3 weaks, leas than 1 month.. . 837 » s n 08 »
1month, Jess than 2_........ memesseus M5 17 -] ] 0 31
S months, less than 3. ....oeeeveransareanes 137 10 [ 1 us 13
@ months, less than 6. .. . 87 [ § 1 -] 8
$months, lees than 1 YOl .oecvenenenceens 3 (V] . 3 o
| Less than 1 perosat,

- n e rgers b w



FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS 25

FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS PLACED ON PROBATION AND
THOSE RECEIVED UNDER SENTENCE IN JAILS AND FEDERAL
INSTITUTIONS

The figures concerning Federal juvenile offenders placed on proba-
tion and those received under sentence in jails and Federal institutions
(tables 8 to 10) include all Federal offenders under 18 years of age
received frem courts by United States probation officers for super-
vision during the year and all Federal offenders under 18 years re-
ceived under sentence in county and city jails, Federal detention
headquarters, correctional institutions, penitentiaries, reformatories,
and prison camps. These comprise the great majority of juvenile
offenders for whom Federal authorities continue responsibility and
supervision after disposition of the case.

TaBLE 8.—Sezx of Federal juvenile offenders placed under the supervision of United
States probalion officers, and of offenders received under genience in jails and
sn Federal snatitulions during each fiscal year ended June 80, 1936-39

Federa] juvenile offenders
Phged Rezaived under sen-
Year, and sex of juventle o taoce in—
of United
Btates Federal
probation Jalls instito.
officers tions 1
Yxar ENDED JONE 30, 1039
Total... .. 613 i3l 17
Boys....... 868 120 104
QGirls...... ——- 45 11 3
Yzan ENDED JUNK 30, 1938
Total __ 453 180 183
Boys.. 418 178 172
Qirls . - 35 1 10
Yxzixr ExpEp JUNE 30, 1037
b 3 N 433 161 183
BOYB. e cmccecerarcrcaancnsaeneneaecmse e arn———- e 406 182 151
Qirls ceme b1) L) 2
Yzar Exoxo JUNE 30, 1938
Total 85 171 88
Boys. . 904 162 )
Qirls - 31 [ 2

1 Includes Federal correctional institutions and detention headquarters and ocounty and city jils,
1 Includes penitantiaries, reformatories, and priscn oamps,

o ey e e
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26 - CHILDREN IN THE COURTS, 1988 AND 1930

TaBLE 9.—Age of Federal juvenile offenders placed under the supervision of United
States Jrobatian officers and of offenders received under gentence in jails and in

Feder

snatituiions during each

cal year ended June 80, 1836-88

Foderal juvenile oflenders
Placed under su- Received under peatence in—~
Year, and age of juvenile o ooayed redeeal
ofticers Jails $ edegal Logtitu-
Number | Percent.| Number | Percent | Number | Percent
YEax EXDED JUNX 30, 1030
Total. 13 100 i3 100 107 100
Under 18 yoars. .....cccvceeennnn 130 2 18 14 & 3
38 yoars 162 % 32 ] » 2
17 yoars 81 [ [ 1] [ -] 152 n
YEas ENDED JUNE 30, 1638
Total R 453 100 100 182 100
Ugder 18 0 a 17 9 4 2
16 years. e 147 7] 42 n 3 16
17 yoars. us [y} 130 [ 149  v]
Ymaz ENDED JONE 30, 1837
Total. 433 1060 161 100 18 100
Under 18 81 19 17 11 ] 4
16 years yoan 138 32 42 » a '7]
17 years N4 1] 102 a3 126 &2
YEAR EXDED JUNE 30, 1036
Total 85 100 m 100 [ ] 100
Under 16 years 7 18 2 15 3 3
16 years 108 E ] L 4 22 2 38
17 years 206 5 108 [ 4 63 72

t Includes Federal oorrectional institutions and detention beadquarters and county and city jalls.

# Includes penitentaries, reformatories,

and prison camps.



FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS

27

TaBLE 10.—~Offense chorged in cases of Federal juvenile offenders placed under the
supervision of Uniled Siales probation officers, and offenders received under sen-
tence ¢n jails and sn Federal inslitulions during each fiscal year ended June 80,

1936-88
Yederal juvenile offenders
Pisced under st Received under sentence in—
Year, and offense charged tates :l{otl{:ﬂtggg Foderal {nstit
4 er u.
officers Jalls t tions *
Number | Percent | Number | Peroent | Number | Percent
Yzax ENDED JUNE 30, 1838
Total. 813 100 131 100 197 100
Violation of—
Liquor laws 205 8 16 12 3 13
2 0] [ 42 1 ™
132 -] 18 12 [ 45
tal Jaws o1 15 12 9 35 18
Laws against counterfeiting and f . 54 $ 11 8 2 11
Interstate Commerce Act (Car Seal Act). 12 2 2 3 8 4
Narcotic D Act 13 2 8 [ 2 1
‘White Blave Traffic Act.....ccecmcnane. 1 [O T SN S —a—cee 2 1
Other laws or offense not reportad. ... 103 17 15 1 13 7
YEir ENDED JUNE 30, 1038
Total 453 100 100 182 100
Violation of—
Liquor laws mn 38 n {1 2 i1
Immigration Act..eceneceeneenrecnn.. 4 1 % 82 1 (Y]
Motor Vehicle Thelt Act. 87 19 18 10 ] 2
Postal Jaws. . oooveer oo iananen. 72 16 15 8 35 1]
Laws against counterfeiting and forging. 85 12 [ 3 19 10
Xnterstate Commerce Act (Car Seal Act). 14 3 4 2 8 3
Narcotic Drug Act. .o ceeeenmeneeeamanns [ 1 3 3 2 1
‘White Slave Traffic Act..... Cemean . 5 1 1 1 2 1
Other laws or offense not reported....... 8 [} 16 8 1 ]
Yz ENDED JUNR 30, 1687
Total, 433 100 168 100 153 100
Violation of—
By Y ——— oo % H * *
ation ]J{ @ OO leccnvcemcec|cacnsancns
Motor Vehicle Theft Act.....cceeneno.. 101 -] 13 8 [ L]
Postal Jaws. .o iiieeneiiones 46 11 1 1 M ®
Laws against counterfeiting and forging._ 42 10 4 ] 17 11
Interstate Commeroe Act (Car Beal Act). 3 1 1 1 11 7
Narcotie Dm’f P, SO ] 1 2 1 H 1
White Blave Traffic Act.ooveeeeuneann. . 4 ) U I 1 1
laws or offense not reported....... » ] % 13 18 12
YrAR ENXDED JUNE 30, 1036
Total._. 1 100 m 100 8 100
Violation of—
Liquor h‘{a".rct" 187 4*® a :g l; l:
igration Act..... .
Motor Vehicle Theft Act. [ 13 ® B 41 47
08LAl IaWSE e eiieniieeaanan. (14 17 10 [ 8 9
Laws against oounterfeiting and forging. 19 [ [ ] 8 []
Interstate Commeroe Act (Car Beal Act). 12 3 1 1 3 2
Narootle Drug Act.....eeeeneeecnccnnnns [] 1 2 )
White 8lave Traffic Act...oveuennn.. - H @ eecnacnaos|een ———nven 1 1
Otber laws or offense not reported...... [2] 13 1] 7 ® 10

1 Includes Federal correctional institutions and detention headquarters and county and city jalls.
# Includes.penitentiaries, reformatories, and peison oamps.

9 Lass then 1 peroent,
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Geographic Distribution of Areas That Reported Juvenile-Court Statistics in 1939

S STATES IN WHICH COURTS REPORTED THROUGH
STATE-WIDE SYSTEM

777 STATES IN WHICH ONE OR MORE
1MDIVIDUAL COURTS REPORTLD

@ MIDIVIDUAL COURTS REPORTING
3 STATES FROM WHICH N2 REPORTS WIRE RECEIVED






