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Children in the Courts, 1938 and 1939 1 

INTRODUCTION 

The present report is the eleventh in the series of juvenile-court 
statistics and the sixth in the series on Federal juvenile offenders. 
The Children's Bureau plan for the collection and analysis of juvenile­
court statistics was inaugurated in 1926 and the analysis of data 
concerning Federal juvenile offenders was initiated b}' the Children's 
Bureau in 1932. The publication of statistics on Federal juvenile 
offenders is a continuation of the cooperation of the Children's Bureau 
with the Department of Justice in furthering the program for the 
treatment of Federal juvenile offenders according to juvenile-court 
principles. 

Each part of the report consists of an introductory discussion fol­
lowed by statistical tables. Interpret.ative discussions similar to those 
presented in reports from 1927 to 1937 on juv.enile-court statistics 
have been omitted from the present report. 

The material presented in Part 1, Juvenile-Court Statistics for the 
2-Y ear Period Ended December 81, 1939, deals primarily with delin­
quency cases disposed of by the courts.' Totals of depl2ndency and 
neglect and special-proceedings cases dealt with by these courts are 
presented in table 4 (p. 6). The tabulations are based on data re­
ceived from the courts that cooperate with the Children's Bureau in 
its plan for uniform reporting of juvenile-court statistics. 

Part 2, Federal Juvenile Offenders for the 2-Year Period Ended 
June 80, 1939, presents information concerning juveniles under 18 
years of age who violated Federal laws and came to the attention of 
Federal authorities during this period. The statistics presentA..~ have 
been collected by the Bureau of Prisons of the Department of Justice. 
These cases are not included in the statistics obtained from juvenile 
courts, unless Federal jurisdiction is waived and arrangements are 
made for these juvenile offenders to be dealt with under State law 
in their home communities. 

The analysis in part 1 of cases dealt with by the juvenile courts is 
based on reports of cases disposed of, whereas the statistics in part 2 
for Federal juvenile offenders are based on reports assembled at 
different stages in the handling of the cases. 

I Material compiled In the DITialoll of Btatlatleal ~reh 01 the ChDdreD'. Bureau • 
• ~ are _Ill which a chUd II referred to a juftnlle court for Olle or more of the followml...-onl: 

~tomohUe lteallni.z. buriI~ or unlawful elltry, hold-up, other .tM~'\;i:ru&llCl' nmninll: awaYI beinK 
1IIII0ftl'IllLble,8I!X OU8118e, 11l)UTY to perw3Il, aet of csrel~_ or f, traIIIc 'rioIaUoIl, aDD other 
-iee1 I ,naoaD rMIOna. 
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PART I.-JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS FOR THE 2-YEAR 
PERIOD ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1939 

CHARACTERISTICS AND LIMITATIONS OF JUVENILE-COURT 
STATISTICS 

The expansion and strengthening of services for socially handi­
capped children that have occurred in recent years lend particular 
interest to statistics relating to the extent of juvenile delinquency. 
There is a growing public understanding of delinquency as a form of 
social maladjustment requiring specialized treatment in a unified and 
comprehensive community child-welfare program, of which the 
juvenile court forms a part. The fact that juvenile-eourt statistics 
constitute the most comprehensive data that are collected on a 
Nation-wide scale concerning juvenile delinquency makes especially 
important the adequate understanding of the limitations of those 
statistics. 

Statistics relating to the work of the courts in dealing with juvenile­
delinquency cases are characterized by a number of limitations. 
In the first place the number of delinquency cases disposed of by the 
courts does not constitute a complete measure of the extent of juvenile 
delinquency. Many children whose conduct is con~ to the law 
never come into court. They may not be apprehended, or they may 
be dealt with by the police, SOCIal agencies, or school authorities. 
The extent to which the police deal with children varies greatly from 
community to community. In BOme cities practically all children 
coming to the attention of the police are referred to the juvenile 
court; in others the police handle many children's cases that involve 
minor offenses. . 

The visiting teachers and child-welfare workers who are now at 
work in many communities as part of the school system and of public 
child-welfare programs are dealing with numerous problems of be­
havior and 80cial maladjustment among children.. Group-work 
agencies, private-welfare agencies, and sectarian groups also provide 
Iel'Vices to problem children and their families. 

The number of eases brought before the court is also influenced by 
factors such as the personnel and facilities of the court and the concept 
of the commUnity, the social ~cies, local officials, and of the court 
itself with regard to the function of the juvenile court. 

Several other limitations characterize Juvenile-eourt statistics. In 
the first place, the figures refer to the number of cases of children 
dealt with by the juvenile courts rather than the number of children. 
Some of the children may have been brought before the courts more 
than once during the year, and in the tables of this report such chil­
dren are counted as many times as they were referred to court on new 
complaints. The figures, therefore, should not be interpreted as 
representing the number of delinquent children. 

2 
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS 3 

In the second place the ~uvenile-court laws in operation in each 
State determine the age limIts within which children may be referred 
to the court. The age Iimjt for children comin~ under juvenile-court 
jurisdiction is established by State law and In most instances is 
uniform throughout a State. Of the 478 courts reporting in 1989, 
79 II had jurisdiction in delinquency cases over children up to. 16 years 
of age; 244 had jurisdiction up to 17 years of age; 76 had jurisdiction 
up to 18 years of age, and 4, up to 21 years of age. In addition to 
these the 67 Indiana courts had jurisdiction over bo~s up to 16 years 
of age and over girls up to 18 years of age, and 8 Texas courts had 
jurisdiction over boys up to 17 years of age and over girls up to 18 
years of age. Table 15 (p. 16) shows the effect of the legal age limita­
tions under which the courts had original jurisdiction on the age 
distribution of the childrenwhooo cases were disposed of. 

In the third place the numh>er of delinquency cases reported by 
the court is affected to a considerable extent by variations in the 
policies of courts in the manner of handling cases. In addition to 
handling eases officially-that is, by filing legal papers for the 
initiation of c~)Urt action-many courts handle certain cases unofficially. 
Unofficial eases are thOse in which legal papers are not prepared, but 
the cases are adjusted by the judge, referee, probation officer, or other 
officer of the court. Although BOme of the courts have records of 
tlieir unofficial cases and report data regarding them, others do not 
keep comparable records of these cases and, therefore, report only the 
cases that are handled officially. Thus some of the fi.InIres included in 
this report represent the total delinquency cases handled by the court 
while others represent only a part of the cases. This variation in the 
policies of the reporting courts results in a degree of incomparability 
of data from court to court arising from the fact that the cases handled 
unofficially usually do not present the same types of problems as those 
handled officially. 

All these factors must be taken into consideration in interpreting 
reJ:K>rts of the work of juvenile courts. 

Data regarding juvenile-delinquency cases are reported to the 
Children's Bureau under two systems-either directly by individual 
courts or under a State-wide system sponsored by a State agency. 
Courts reporting directly send to the Bureau either a card for each 
delinquency case disposed of during the year or a summary repOrt for 
all delinquency cases disposed of during the year. Courts reporting 
under the State-wide plan report directly to the State agency concerned 
with juvenile-court work or probation service; the State office then 
forwards to the Children's Bureau an annual report for each court 
in the State. 

THE REPORTING AREA 

The area served by the juvenile courts that reported to the Chil­
dren's Bureau for the calendar year 1989 included 88 percent and for 
1988,89 percent, of the total population of the United States in 1940. 
The area covered was somewhat larger in these 2 years than in 1987 

. 4 _ .,. 
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because of the :addition of certain eourts located in Indiana, Michigan, 
Missouri, New York, and Ohio. The reporting 8l!'E!a for 1939 in­
cluded the entire population of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Utah, 
and the District of Columbia; the greater part of the population of 
Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, and New York; two-thilrds of the popu­
lation of Ohio; IImd 85 eourts in 20 oth(~ States.· 

The reporting area iror 1938 included 476 eourts, of 1whi~h 93 served 
areas of 100,000' or more population. 'fhe reporting area for 1939 
included 473 eourts, of which 92 served areas of 1010,000 or more 
population. Wi1:h 8 exceptions the same courts seil'Ving areas of 
100,000 or more population reported in both years.1 

The map on tine cover shows the areas from whic:h reports were 
received for the calendar year 1939. 'Jrhe reporting courts were 
located in each .Iof the geographic divisions of the Uniu.>d States, 
although the number included in the gl90graphic divisions varied 
considerably (tab.le 1). These variations :may be attributed in part 

TABLJI: 1.-Popllk .. flf the United Stc.te, and 0/ areca .erved b-V jUflenik courtr 
thn. n ported in 18S9 in each geogrllphic difJi&ion 

POl!ulatlon of the 
UDJted States I ~ .-vt!d b)' DOUl'ta 

GeoIraphlc dJviII,on Number or Popul&t.lon 
Number Peroeut courts 

nportlni 
Nml1ber Peroent ---

TotaL ••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••• 181. &eQ.276 100.0 473 10,01111, 424 100.0 -New E,I&nd ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,437.~ 8.4 17 6, IIHI. 718 11.2 
Middle tlanUc ••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 27.639,487 2l.P 18 . 17. 7J£~ 561 16.4 
East North Central ••••••••••••..•••••••••• lift, 626, 34.2 m.2 180 12, 834. 332 25.2 
West North Central ••••••••••••••••••••••• 18, 616,WO 10.3 U8 4,891,300 8.8 
South Atlantic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17.823,151 13.6 8 2, 805, 232 6.2 
East South Central ......................... 10.778.226 8.2 1 141,1174 .S 
West South Central ••••••••••••••.••••••••• 13,064,525 P.II 8 1, 4118, 62Q 1.0 
Mountain ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4, 150,003 &.2 7 6110,310 1.1 
Pacltlc •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• G, 733. 211!! 7.4 e 4, 411, 8611 8.8 

I Aooordin& to the IVfO C&Il!Ua. 

to the degree of development of State facilities for juvenile-court 
work. Primarily, however, they may be attributed to the fact that 
the area from which juvenile-court statistics are reported has not 
been selected for geographical representativent~, nor by the use 
of any other sampling technique. The individual courts have been 
included in the reporti~g area when they expressed a desire to co­
operate with the Childr,en's Bureau in its pIan to develop a uniform 
reporting system for juvenile-court statistics. Most of the States 
reporting under a State-·wide system are limited to those that have 
lOme provision by statute for reporting collection of statistics by the 
State &gency concerned 'with juvenile-court or probation work. Not 
all the States having such statutory powers, however, are included in 
the reporting area. 

• The pereentlp of the le.O populai:fOllmcluded In the 11189 NJ)OI1a from thee Stat. ... _ follow: 
1Dd1&na, 86 peroent; Mlehiean, 83~pe_ntj Ml8eourf

j 
97 percent; New Yo~ 98 percent; Ohio, e6 peroent . 

• Two Ohio eoun.-<JuyahOlf& County lCIn-eland and Lueu County \.oledo)-ft~ In 1818 bllt 
lIot In 1889. The court In Daar County. Ta. (San Antonio). repoI1ed hi IN8 but Dot In 1818. 
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.rtrvENILE-COURT STATISTICS 5 

The reporting area for 1939 as for earlier years was particularly 
representative of the large urban areas. Data presented for 1939 in 
table 2 indicate that 77 percent of the population served by the courts 
in the total area in 1939 was located in areas of 100,000 or more 

T.dLE 2.-Number of ct:'um reptn"ting in 1989 and peruntage 01 population 'mied 
hl' CDOperating couru, bll tiu 01 area 

Population 01 area 

Population ohr ...... ""ed 

Number or 
byoourts l 

oou.rta 
Numbt>.r Percent 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "'" •••••••••••••••••• 473 1O.066,m 100.0 

IS U,M,l34 IU 
118 7.742.105 Ill. 5 

21 7.344,~1 14. 7 
foB 7, eII8. 926 lll.8 
65 4, 608,1193 8.2 

113 "PS8,~l 7.8 
1'10 2, 1104, 384 11.8 
28 218,8i6 .4 

IS 18.814 (I) 

1.000.000 or more •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

=::l:: ~ =:=:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
100.000 to :u9.009 ................................................. . 
iG.OOO to 89.m ................................................... . 
~.ooo to .9.m ................................................... . 
10.000 to 24.009 .................................................. .. 

~ ~~OO:j.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
I Acoordhlg to tbe 1~ oeD8UlI. 
t The COurt.! or Boston are IlOUIIted u 8 .parate oourta a1tbOUlb the citra. included u a unit in the croup 

100.000 to 009.009. 
11.- t.ban 1/10 011 percent. 

T AlILE 3.-Number oj couru reporting ;ufltnile-eourt .tatiat,·cs through a State agency, 
number reporting directly to the Children', Bureau, and number oj State. repre­
amted, 19£7-99 

courts reportlnc- states I rep_ted b1 
oourt!I nlporUng-

Tb.roa&h a State 1&!IICl' Directly to tbft Clilldren·. 
Bureau 

Y8&l' DI-
COurt.! ·Court.! Courta Courta rectly 

Total aerving lel'ViDg aerv1Dg IeI'ViIlg TlIrougb to the Total a State art'1lS areas areas II'II&S 1PIIC1' 
Clill· 

Total With with Total 1rfth with dren" 
oou.rta l 100.000 less tban courts 100.000 less than BWUII 

or more 100.000 or more 100.000 
popula· popula- ~ ~ &ion' &:Ion • 

1027 ...... 43 ...... ,- · ...... ·r · .... • .. 8· 43 rr IS 18 ........ r 18 
1828 ...... 65 as II :rT 17 18 
1e:l9 ...... 116 7 1 8 118 D 18 11 1 ., 
llI3O ...... 82 I 1 7 ~ 18 ., If 1 II 
1831. ..... leg 87 4 83 72 118 D If I III 
Il132 ...... 217 218 15 183 G 13 18 J6 4 11 
1i33 ...... ~ S39 foB 181 4IS ~ U :rT 8 11 
III:W ...... 134 :11K 44 leO «l III 10 IS 8 ., 
1lla.'S ...... IIl8 I5Q * lID III II I rr 7 19 
lIIIa6 ...... 184 148 10 JaIl 15 18 7 1& 7 18 
11137 ...... W 418 IS2 187 43 15 I II I !I 
1lI38 ...... 476 442 113 178 ~ III • 118 • 11 
I11III ...... .13 437 81 178 III II • III • 11 

I Including the Dlrtrlet or Oolumbla. 
I In most of the States In wblch reportlni bu been mlde tbrou(b 1\ 'Itate I&eDCIJ the reportlna couna han 

lIrVed areas rep~tiDg more than 80 percent or the populatlon 01 the States. Within ~b State. bowever. 
IiJIht obangllll have oocurred. from 1Mr to 78&1' in the number or oourta reportlnJ and in the peroenta&e 01 
UIe population included. 

'l'opulatlon tor yearn 1027-a1 are hued 011 the 1810 _and tor 1_ and 1_. 011 tile lMO-. 
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population. The area included 57 of the 92 cities in the United States 
tl:1at had a population of 100 000 or more in 1940. 

Tables 8 and 4 show the c~nges during the 13-year period, from 
1927 through 1939, in the number of courts cooperating and the num­
ber of cases disposed of by the courts. Table 3 gives the number of 
courts reporting under a State-wide system through a State agency 
and the number reporting directly to the Children's Bureau; it also 
ahows the number of States refresented. 
. Table 4 gives the number 0 delinquency, dependency and neglect, 
and special-proceedings eases reported by the courts. The number 
of cooperating courts has increased from 43 in 1927 to 473 in 1939; the 
.number of delinquency eases reported increased from 80,363 in 1927 
to 83,758 in 1939. The extension in the reporting area has resulted 
'primarily from the increase in State-wide reporting of juvenile-court 
work. During the early years of the project, data were received for 
the most part through cooperation dIrectly with individual courts. 

TABLE 4.-Number of eG3U of .pecified tllPell reported bJI ;ufIeflile courill, 19n-89 

Cues 
Number 

Year ofoourts Depend· Special repo.-tlng Total Dulin· encyand proceed· quency DIlglect l IDgs I 

43 42, 1115 1O,3Il3 l2,652 . ...................... 
85 l1li,171 18,882 16,~ ... ................... .,. 
lIS l1li,117 e,312 18, 805 

'''''''''833 112 76,401 113,757 ~,71l 
1l1li 13, 813 111,880 22,317 1,116 
217 III,IISO 65,274 J3,235 1,171 
ll84 80,836 118,039 2l,eos 1, 192 
1M 80,300 86, 651 22,4119 1, 160 
lUll 16,G96 71,475 '" Dig 1,:ll2 
184 18,236 13,320 23,590 1, 317 
e2 lOS, 635 78,1188 23,546 1, lkll 
476 108,054 n.789 27,816 2, gf9 
473 107,874 sa. 768 22,(29 1,887 

'lII27 ...................................... . 
·11128 ...................................... . 
lII29 ...................................... . 
1Q3O ...................................... . 
11131 ...................................... . 
l832 ...................................... . 
11133 ..................................... .. 
11134 ...................................... . 
11135 ......... __ ••• ____ • __ ................ .. 
lII36 ..................................... .. 
11137 ...................................... . 
lII38 ..................................... .. 
JSI3g ..................................... .. 

I 

I Dependency and Dtl&leci _ handled by Jo"""J, oourts include _ of chfidren reterred because of 
iDadequate care or support from parents or guardJw, abandonment or desertion abuse or cruel treatment, 
living under oondJtloll.! Injurioll.! to morals, and being physically handicapped and In need ot public care. 

I Spec:laI·prooeedings cases were not reported prior to lQ30. Ther.lnclude _ ot petitions tor oommi!· 
.ant or feeble-minded chlldren, adoption _, contronrm. npI'(UD& OIIIto1y of • chlld, children beld as 
IIIaterIaI witnesses. &lid oenain 0Chti' types 01_. 

As the program developed, however, cooperation with State agencies 
eoncerned with juvenile-court work or probation service was empha­
ai7.ed. This emphasis on reporting through a State agency is in 
accordance with the general policy of the Children's Bureau of working 
with and through State agencies wherever possible. Through the 
interest of the Juvenile Court Commission of Utah, that State has 
been able since 1928 to furnish reports under a State-wide system. 
The State of Connecticut was added to the reporting area in 1931;8 
Massachusetts and New York beRan reporting under the State-wide 
type of plan in 1932; Rhode Islana, in 1933; Indiana, in 1934; Michi­
pIl, in 1935; Missouri, in 1937; and Ohio, in 1938. It is ho~ that 
the gradual extension of State-wide reporting of juverule-court 
8tatistics will afford a foundation for more adequate statistics on 
juvenile delinquency as dealt with by the courts. 

'.- - ........ ' .. - -- ... ~ ... -- ... ".,. "" .. - ... T"!---___ ...... -..... _. ~ .. _ .. ., 
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.rovJ:Nn.E-COURT STATISTICS 7 
TREND IN DELINQUENCY CASES 

The trend in delinquency cases disposed of by juvenile courts from 
1933 to 1939 may be judged on the basis of reports from 67 courts 
serving areas of 100,000 or more population that reported comparable 
statistics throughout that period (table 5). These are the only courts 
in that llOpulation ~oup that reported continuously during those 
years. The population of the area served by the courts represented 
23 j>ercent of the total population of the United States in 1940. 

In the areas served by these 67 courts that have reported con­
tinuously since 1933 the number of delinquency cases in 1939 was 6 
percent greater than in 1938 and approximately equal to the number 
disposed of in 1937. The 1939 total was somewhat higher than the 
1936 figure but lower than that for 1933, 1934, or 1935. The 
number of cases reported in 1939 was 4 percent less than the number 
reported in 1933. As stated under Characteristics and Limitations of 
Juvenile-Court Statistics, trends based upon delinquency cases handled 
by juvenile courts are not necessarily indicative of aends of delin­
quency cases generally. 

TABLE 5.-Number oj delinquency caae. diaposed oj by 87 courU tMl.erwd .peci­
fled arecu oj 100,000 or more population, 1985-89 1 

Ares terved by court 

Tol&! casc.s ••• ___ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.llabama: MobUe COIlIlty_._ ••••••••••••••••• 
OalUornia: 

San Diego COunty ••• _ •• _ •• _____ ••••••• _. 
Ban Francisco (city U1d county) •• _._ •• _. 

Connecticut: 
BrldJ(eport (clty)_ ••••••••• _ •• _ ••••• _ •••• _ 
Hartford (clty). ___ •• _ ••••••• _ ••••••••••• _ 

District of Columbia •.••••• _ •• _ •• _ ••••••••••• 
Florida: Dade County •• _ •••••••••••••••••••• 
Georgia: Fulton County •••• _ •••••••••••••••• 
Indiana: 

Lake COunty ••.•••• _._ •••••• _ •••••••••••• 
Marlon Count& •••••••• _ •••••••••••••••• 
VUlderburgb unty •••••••••••••••••• _. 

Iowa: Polk County •• _ ••••••••••••••••• _ •••.• 
Louisiana: 

Caddo Parlsh. __ •••••••••••••••••••••••• _ 
Orleans Parlsh •••••••• _ ••• _ ••••• _ •••••• 

Karyland: Baltimore (city)_ ••••••••••••••••• 
M_lluaetts: 

Bo6ton: 
Bolton (eent:alleCtlon) •••••••••••• _. 
BrlgbtoD ...••••• _ •••••• _ ••••••••••••• 
Charlestown ••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••• 
Dorcbe.'<ter ..• _ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ibst Boston •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Roxbury •.• _ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Soutb Boston .•••••••••••••••• _ •••••• 
West Roxb~ •••••••••• _ ••• _ •••••••• 

Central dlstrlct 0 Worcester ••••••••••••• 
J:L!lt Norfolk dlstrlct •.•.• _ •..••.••••••••• 
I'Int district of eutern Middlealx •••••••• 
Lawrence distrlct._ ••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Lowell district .••.••••. 
8eoond dlstrlrt of BrbtoC:::::::::::::: 
Somerville district .•••••••••• _ ••••••••••• 
Soutbern Easex district ••••••••••• _ •••••• 
~ngtlcld distrlct. ••••.•••••••••••••.••• 

Ird district of BristoL •..•...••••••••• 
Third diltrlct of.at.erD Klddlele1 •••.••• 

Klcbl¥an: 
Kent County .• _ ••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••• 
Wayne COunty •••• _ ••••••••••••• _ •••• _ •• 

I Population _din, to the lNO oeI1IUI. 

~-·2 

11133 11134 

63,825 53,4IQ --
165 222 

I,m 
659 

1,415 
fI03 

178 6!19 
671 &to 

1,646 1,705 
612 8.'15 

1,009 1,006 

2UO 143 
135 esl 
83 1M 

105 714 

1143 416 
138 1,003 

1,073 I, 122 

DB 1118 
72 117 
Q3 127 

146 185 
1111 1116 
ID2 140 
188 IU 
182 U.8 
1& 1117 
178 ~ 
157 m 
107 128 
148 170 
1M3 217 

110 105 
lIQ IIIQ 
143 110 
176 IS.~ 
161 181 

470 403 
2,1116 2,491 

Dt1IDqllmlC)' eues 

·11135 111M 11137 11138 1839 

----
52,076 47,aes 111,1183 48,1185 III,Wf -- ----

1113 116 W 95 123 

1,54 1, &47 1,768 2, INS 2,102 
810 I!S9 78.5 65{ Ul 

162 In ~ 237 256 
M 653 ao .s2 479 

1, lI36 1,474 1,431 1,867 2,723 
61; 1105 eo4 816 6i3 

1,&47 1,216 l,2S0 1,12t I,INQ 

I!kl 1118 ass J« 147 
1,118 1,035 1,082 lI17 4U 

:m a19 :111 153 In 
891 130 1574 1186 C53 

857 2U6 ltV .1 180 
849 1,()()g m 759 B38 

2,798 :'635 2, 618 2,231 2,279 

U2 $111 III 1&4 m 
62 • 41 • 18 

107 13 62 76 78 
1114 118 n 1117 140 
127 122 163 J66 Sl7 
127 145 .. 486 IIIlI 
ass 144 1&4 1211 128 
100 118 108 141 110 
12.5 100 130 1M 1M 
165 1lI6 1&2 147 124 
1118 161 1211 It6 189 

114 76 116 70 7i 
115 119 1M 112 116 
118 IN 188 14Q 121 

IIG 84 83 84 76 
1&4 114 US 118 III - 1M 1112 186 1&8 
11211 1113 1113 145 312 
IIMI J66 110 118 82 ... 4'78 &21 442 Gl 

2,_ 2, 167 2,80i 1,164 1,186 



8 
TABLE S.-Number of delinqumcy CIJIe. di.po.ed of bll 67 rourt. that ItTfled .peci­

. ~ Clreal oj 100,000 or more population, IS"H9-ContiDued 

J)eIlDQUIlIC)' _ 

.w.~ by llOOft 

~I~.J~ 11133 llIa7 ... U1ia 

MIDDeeot&: Hennepin County •••••••.••••••• ~ 1,1MQ 1, I2!I I,IM8 1,256 1,232 1,810 
Ne", J_y: BudJon CODDty ................ 876 1118 .. Q ~ 633 121 U7 
New York: 

.Albany COUllty .......................... 198 to4 172 .802 .s6 leU 123 
Broome COUll!)' .......................... 124 176 1&4 UII 1&4 146 1211 
Ohautt.uqua COUllty ..................... 134 IIl0 JI8 161 188 1117 128 
Erie County ............................. 891 1,181 1,008 7118 885 8J( Ie6 
Monroe County .......................... 171 189 236 J61 1Q8 149 160 
Ne", York (city) ......................... '7,727 8,2112 8,070 6, 127 "7~ "350 6.26.'1 
N\aI!ara COUllty .......................... 141 192 131 114 313 78 10:; 
Oneida County .......................... 2111 :a63 1152 lIlI8 2M Igg 228 
Renwlacr County ....................... 134 195 177 221 :1>7 233 225 
8chent'Cl.Bdy COUll!y ..................... 17Q 142 151 123 166 110 121 
SuJ'Iolk COUllly .......................... 111 '71 113 lit 114 72 Sf 
'Westchester COUllty ..................... 8117 ~ ISS 137 851 1152 165 

North CllOilDa: BWlcombe COUllty .......... 161 248 ZI7 1117 Ie 113 167 
Ohio: 

Frantlln County ......................... 1,192 1,_ I,tsl 1,1711 I,lJIIg 1,1&'1 1,1113 
BamUton COUllty._ ..................... 2,2\16 J,0t4 J,J60 2, 1131 1,160 a,321 1,436 
Mabon!ng COunly ....................... l,1In 1,881 1,11)6 1,62S 1,1169 l,tIro 1,384 
MOlltgomery COUllty .................... 454 429 658 1133 1,018 1,112 1,188 

Oregon: Multnomah COUllty ................ 9113 1,101 tl6Q 1,068 172 1132 1811 
PeDI1Sr,Jvanla: 

AI egheny COUllty ....................... 738 881 '/'Q6 100 1,312 1,4ga I,Sf1 
Berts COUllty ............................ 113 101 74 114 115 117 124 
Monl.!lomery County .................... 8) 77 63 112 103 gg 128 
PblJadeJphla (city and coUllty) ........... 8,787 G,461 &,735 ,,688 &,332 (,1i07 &,313 

Rbode lBJand: Slxtb dlstrict.. ................ :Il8 162 1110 24S 235 197 :m 
Boutb CllfoJlna: Greenville COUllty .......... 107 104 1118 149 219 191 241 
Utah: Tblrd district ......................... I, 0!l3 1117 tI64 8f6 1,073 ~ 1, III 
Virginia: Norfolk (city) ...................... 861 eII6 ns &36 G22 1133 lIN 
Wasblngton: 

Pierce County ........................... 189 230 165 1118 ~ 145 174 
Spo~ane COUD~ ......................... 6112 l!38 163 132 6S8 611 612 

WiscOD5lII: MlIw ee Coanty .............. a, 7156 1,C82 3,163 a, 162 "1131 f,8f6 &,7:1> 

- : ... ",,' _ .. ::..;;:;_""2 .......... ".''''. ,.......",... ...... -. -- ---'. '-------

........ - ..... --' 
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS 9 

SUMMARY, DELINQUENCY CASES REPORTED IN 1138 

During 1938, 77,289 delinquency eases were disposed of by 476 
juvenile courts that served areas representing 39 percent of the total 
population of the United States. Of these. 84 percent were boys' 
cases and 16 percent were girls' cases. This proportion is practically 
the &ame from year to year. White children were involved in 79 
percent of the cases, Negro children in 20 percent, and children of 
other races in 1 percent. 

TAll~ 6.-Rau, nativity. and parent ftOtivity of boy, aM uf piTU dealt 'lDith in 
delinquency caaee diepoaed of by 476 courts, 19S8 

NlUIlber 

Total Soya Olrll Total Bo)'1l Olrla 
---------------1--------'---

Tot&! cues ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ II(, 807 12, 482 •••••••• == ....... . 
Race Nported........................................ 71,623 S,713 11,810 100 100 100 

- I-
White..... ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• eo, 432 47,2112 e, 140 7V 7V 't7 

-----1-----
Native ............. "......................... C2, IiOO 15, 868 CI, &42 8Q eo 611 

1---1---/---1-----
Native parentage.. ....................... :18, 03S 23,4115 4, 640 lI9 5 a9 
Foreign or mlIed parentage............... 11, 771 10,305 1, 466 16 17 12 
l'lrentage not reported.......... ••••••••• 2, 1194 2, 058 G36 , .. ~ 

Foreign born ................................ . 
Nativity not reported ......................... . 

357 4112 \15 1 1 1 
18, 376 10,872 2,403 111 18 JO 

~~~noei::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 14, 450 11,896 2,664 a> a> 22 
&4l 625 116 1 1 1 

JI.aoe not reponed ................................... . &,7e6 &,1»1 en ............ ............... ............... -
I Mexlcsn children were tabulated u "other" 111 1938 by UIe Loe .A.Ilples oourt. lJ:I other JeIIlS they 

have been tabulated IS "white." 

TABLE 7.-Age of boy, and of giru when referred to court in delifUJuency COIeB 
di'poaed of by 476 court,. 19S8 

Number 

Tot&! Bo)'ll Olrls TouJ Bo)'1l Olrla 

Total cues. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 77, _ &4, 107 l2, 482 ........................ . 
=:========== Ace reported... ••••..•••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• 74, 1151 82, W9 11, 1152 100 100 100 
:---I---/'--j--I---

Under 10 )'t~..... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2, \135 2, 801 1M , , I 
10 )'tIll'S, under 12.... ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• a. &42 CI, 140 102 e 10 , 
12 years, under 14................................. 16, 126 13, 289 1,837 10 21 1& 
14 rears, under 16................................. JU, 849 ~ 604 ~:US 40 IG " 
16 years, under 18.. ••••••• ••••• •••• •••••••• ....... 18, 614 It, 1188 .. 826 16 " 10 
III ),enn and over... ...... ••••••••••••• •••••• ••••• 1, 786 1, 877 408 II :I • 

Ace Dot reported..................................... " 138 1, 108 DO ....................... . 
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10 ~ IN THE OOUB'm, IPIS AND 1919 

In almost two-thirds of the boys' cases (68 percent) and in almost 
three-fourths of the girls' eases (72 percent) in which court experience 
was reported the children had had no previous court experience. 
Reasons for reference of boys' cases differed considerablr from those 
for which girls were brought into court. Stealing, acts 0 carelessness 
or mischief, and traffic violations were much more frequent among 
boYs than among girls, 78 percent of the boys' cases being referred for 
these reasons, compared with 21 percent of the girls' cases. The 
proportion of girls' cases that were referred for truancy, running away, 
being ungovernable, and sex offenses was 74 ~cent, compared with 
18 percent for the boys. 

During 1938, 45 perc:ent of the boys' cases and 36 percent of the 
girls' cases were "dlSmissed, adjusted, or held open without further 
action." Approximately one-third of both boys' and girls' cases 
were turned over to a probation officer for supervision. In 10 percent 
of the boys' cas"'G and in 16 percent of the girls' cases the children were 
c:ommitted or refmed to an institution. 

TAlILl!: S.-lUClMl for reference Ie court in boll" ond in virZ,' tklinqtUtICfI c:a3e. 
dilpo.ed of bll 476 courtl, 1988 

Number 

Total Bon Olrll Total Bon Olrll 

Total_ .. __ •••.•••.••.••..•...••••.••••.•.. 77.. Cl4,807 12, 482 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
=-=a a-n tor rerereuoe reported •••• __ •••••••••• _ •••••••• I-"...;,a.. __ -I_83,..;.....IKl6-j 12, QIS 100 100 100 

BterUlDg •••.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• """" 13.614 J2, 136 1,378 C4 10 11 
.Act of eareJeam_ or I!liJchkf aDd traIIIc violatloD. 18, 737 17.1IU~ 1, 1'2 15 • 10 
TruaDCY .•••••••••••••••••• _ ••• _... •••••••••• ••••• .,1177 I, 416 ~ W ., I 12 
BonniDg _ny.. .................................................... 4. m 2,~!; 1.842 e f5 15 
Being ungovern~bJe............................... e, M5 .. 412 a. 243 8 6 f7 

ti~e:eP«~;D:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: t:t Hf~"=n : : ~ 
Other _D ....................... _ ..... _........ I, _ 1, JaO 1611 2 I • 

• "'OOD tor nierence not re~ •••••••••••• _........ l, - 1, 001 lIN ._ •• _._ ••••••• __ ._._ •• _ • 

TAlILJ!: D.-Source of reference Ie court in boll" ond in girz,' tklinquencJI CGIU 
dil~ed of bll 476 courtl, 1988 

Number 

Total B07I Olrli Total Don Oitla 
---------------------------I----I--------I----lI----l 

Tota1_ ...... _ •... _._ ..•.... _ .•....•••• ___ •.. 77. _ 114,1107 12, 482 •••••••• """" ., •••••• 

-. '--------:::. -._--.,..-.-_ .. - . _0- _._0 .. ____ _ 
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J'UVENILE-COURT STATISTICS 11 

TABLE lO.-PlaCfl' oj dtUntion core oj boilS end of girl. dtclth with in dtlinqucncJf 
Cales di.po.ed oj bll 476 courU, 19S8 

DelinquellC7 _. 

To&al Boya Olrll TOC&! Soya Olrll --------------1--1-------­
Total _ .••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 77,219 6(,807 12,4112 ••••••••.••••••••••••••• 

=====~ 
Dt!tenUon eIIle reported... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 110,915 61,108 11,807 100 100 100 ----------No deunUon care •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 37,628 32, 214 6, 414 G2 63 65 

Detention rore overnight or 101ll18l' •••••••••••••••• 23,2117 18,894 .. 3113 11\ 87 46 -----------
BOlIldin~ bome. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 653 416 188 1 1 1 
Detention bome I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 16,088 12,808 1,1180 1& 16 13 
Othtrilllltirotion .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I, lSI 2,464 tIII7 I I 7 
;Jail or poliet station I. ........................ J, liM J, 406 148 4 I t 
Other place of care I.. ......................... 168 298 110 1 (I) 1 
PIaoe of care not reported..................... 183 103 80 I I 1 

Detention care not reported........................... 16, 87' 13, eD9 2, 875 ....................... . 

I Includes CL"CS of children cared for part of the time In det.ention bomel and part CIt tb. tlmp ei~ "'here 
but excludes cases of children &150 cared for tn JIIIIs or polk'\) stations. 

I Inc1ude..<cases ofcblldrcn cared for part of the time tn jails or polioe stations and partott~t1me.lse~hm. 
• Includes CIIlIeS of cbIIdrcn cared tor tn mort.· than 1 piace but tn places other tban detentloD homes. lalli, 

or IlOUce stations. 
1 Less than 1 percent. 

TABLE n.-Di.position oj boll" end oj girl.' dtlinquencJI c:aau dilPMw oj 01/ 476 
eourt:, 19S8 

De1lDquenCf _ 

DlsposUioD of cue Number Pw06Dt 

Total Boys Olrls Total Bon Glrls 

Tot&! cues ...................................... 77._ M,807 12, 482 ... --.~ ..... 
I~ 

............ -. 
~ ==-== =-== 

DlIposltiOD reportad .................................. 6(,137 12, aI2 100 100 ---
Cue disml8sed. adJDltad, ar held open without 

1II.7lN 4,168 .. twtber actlOD ................................... a, 082 " • Cblld IUpervlaed b,. probation ofIIoer ............. 1&,00 t2,0Il7 1,1IC7 It It a 
Cblld committed or reterred &0 an iDltftution ..... 1,2&1 6,aoo 1.1161 11 10 16 -

State IlIStltution 'or deUnquent cbDdrsn ...... ,,212 3,258 164 6 i • Other iIIlItltution tor deliDqueDt cbIIdren ..... 1,1l87 I, 376 n2 4 4 • Penal iDltltUtlOD ... _ ......................... 121 112 16 (I) I (I) 1 (I) 
Other iDltltutlOD ............................. at I6A - t 

Cblld committed or reIIIrred &0 an 1IPIIC7 ......... 1,484 1,l1li3 121 I I 7 ----- -Public depwtment. __ ....................... 1,J39 - 160 1 t • Other IPDay ................................. 1,~6 774 471 J 1 4 

Cblld committed or reterred to:; iUI tndJYidual ..... t33 8110 1'3 1 I J 
Case raferred t.e lII!other court_ ................... 55 681 11' 1 1 1 
JPtne or cost! ordered .............................. 708 677 II 1 1 (I) 
Bunaway"'turned ............................... 1,061 1,623 as I t • Other disposJtlon 01_ .......................... 2, 171 1.882 189 • I t 

DilposJtlOD Dot reparled .............................. 170 . . I 170 100 ...... -.... ........ ........ 
I X- tblll! 1 perceDt, 
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12 c:m::ILOOlEN IN 'l'BE COURTS, 1 g 8 8 .AND 1 g a 9 

TAJlLm 12.-Prefliow court e:eperimce of bolla and of girl:. dtolt IDiIh in cklinquencll 
CGle. dUpoIed of bJi 476 court_, UJ!8 

Prnlous comt uperionce Numbu Percent 

Total Bo)'J Girls Tmal Bo7a Gull 

~-------------I'--I----I----
Total_ ...................................... 

I
17 •• N,1I07 12,482 ;;.;.;.;;;;;~~ 

PrevlOGI court e:rperlenoe report.ed ....... _m ........ 
1 

el,483 61, 616 ~ ~ ~ ~ 

PrevlOWlcourt erper\enoe......................... 21,761 111,023 2, 728 14 17 J8 
No prevlOlU court uperle1lce..................... 1\1, '132 J2, G.23 7, I~ G5 e3 n 

PreYiOGlcourt uperlenoe not reported ................ , 16, 806 13,161 2, 64S ....................... . 

SUMMARY, DELINClUENCY CASES REPORTED IN 1939 

During 1939, 83,758 delinquency eases were disposed of by 473 
courts that served areas representing 38 percent of the total popula­
tion of the United States. Of these, 85 percent were boys' cases and 
15 percent were girls' cases. White children were involved in 79 
percent of the cases, Negro children in almost 21 percent, and children 
of other races in less than one percent of the cases. 

TAJlLJ: la.-Race, raativity. and parent raativity of boye and of girls dealt 1DiJh in 
delinquency caae. dispo.ed of bll 478 couril, 1999 

DeIlnquency Q&geS 

Baoe, nativity, and IJIRInt Il&tivlt~ or child Number Percent 

Total Do)'J Girls Total Do),!! Girls 

Totalcuea ..................................... 83,7&8 71,275 12,483 ...................... .. 
I ===== 

Baoereported ........................................ 711,00 _lIS; l2,068 ~~ ~ 

White ............................................ Cl,W 63,274 II,:Q! 7II1-..!. __ 17_ 

N.tlve ........................................ 
1 

48, 275 ~ e. 705 111 112 Ie 

N.tlver-ren~ ......................... 13,317 ts,1I07 ,,710 42 U III 
Foreign or roiled parent8le.. ............. 11,1187 10,424 1,163 15 16 11 
Parenta;cnotreported ................... 1,271 2,~ 732 4. 4. II 

Foreijm·born................................. 618 627 81 1 1 1 
N.tI~lty not reported ......................... 13,689 n,177 2.4.12 17 17 *l = iiOO:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: Ie. m 13, ~~ to 81S 21 *l t3 

B2 (I) (I) (I) 

Baoe DOt reported. __ ................................. .. 7lS ,,188 426 ....................... . 

• ~ tban 1 peroect. 

"'~ --- ,­---.-'._._--
~-

. __ .... _ ........... _ .... -.:0'" 

" 
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS 13 
TABLE H.-Age of boua end of girls when referred to court in tklinquenctl (:CWI 

diapoled of bu ~7S courtl, 19S9 

Dtllnquency _ 

Ale of chUd wben nlferred to court Number PeroeDt 

Total BCIl'. Girls Total Boys Glrle 

---------------1------------------
Total _. • ......................... .... •••••. 13. 768 71. 276 12, C83 ....... ....... .. ... .. 

== ====== 
Ap nlported......... .............. ......... .... ...... 12, 786 70, 628 12, 268 100 100 100 --,-----------1-

UnderlO years ........ ............ ............. I, 144 I, 861 :183 4 4 II 
10 years. underI2................................. 7.470 8, 7M 715 8 10 II 
12 years. UDdrr 14 ................................. 16.m 14.1112 1.800 111 :ao 16 
14 years. uDdrr 16 .. ...... ............... ......... &'3.153 lI7.751 6.402 40 89 44 
Il1years.uDderI8 ................................. 21.138 17,480 a,lI58 ~ ~ 10 
18years.Ddover ................................. 1.889 1.489 400 2 2 • 

Ale not reported I.................................... 872 747 = ....................... . 
I Tbe number of cues Included In ''ale not nlported" In thl.l table II not tbe l&IIIe IS In table 16, beauIae 

the QJeClf.lc 1111! of lOme cIUldreD was not reported. Ale JI'Oupe tn thll table diller from tboe In table 16 

TABLE I5.-Age under which jUl1mile court htu original iurudiclion, end age wheri 
referred to court of bOy8 and of girz, dealt with in cklsnguencu CCUel dupoaed of 
bu ~7S couru, 19S9 

Number of dello~nC)' cues of Penlent of delinquency cues of 

.tee of IlbJId wbeD referred Total 
coDltll ba vlnr jur iction to I- eourtI b.vtnc juiildicUon ~ 

to court cues 
18 17 18 21 18 17 18 2J 

JMI'! :rears )'NrS :rears :rears :rears ,.rs ,.... 
---------------------------

Total_ ............ 83, 768 :.I,~I 18, 883 82, 646 1,229 ...... __ .. -.. _-- .. -.. ---_ ...... - -.............. .y .. _' ......... n.m 23,844 1«1,244 :.I,~ 6,287 --- ......... ---- ........ _ ............ -
Ap nlported ................ 

- I- -
70,423 22, 874 II!, 019 :.1,149 6, 281 100 100 100 100 

2:86l ---~ 
Under 10 years .......... l.lI76 ~1 m 81 II • 4 II 
10 years, UDder 12 ....... I!, 755 3, 186 1,421 1,841 187 14 8 7 4 
12 years, UDder 14 ....... 1(,1112 I!, 124 1,313 (,104 861 21 21 18 1: 
14 years, UDder 16 ....... lI7,751 11,~ I!, 840 8, 140 1,803 411 43 '1 10 
18 years, UDder 17 ....... 10, 1138 1,786 6,088 1,225 4 J3 m J3 
17 years, UDder 18 ....... I!, 437 1M 116 (,769 1, J99 1 1 18 lI3 
18 yean and over ....... 1,4811 17 23 aI, J34 '16 (I) C") 4 II 

.lee not nlported I .......... 862 170 225 lISl II _ ... __ ..... .... -..... -.. .. .......... -.. ................ 
-= = = = = = = = F== QIrIa' QHI ' ... __ .. - 12,483 1,177 2,1lIl 1,346 142 

Ale reported ................ 12,268 1,037 J, lOtI I, 173 142 100 100 100 100 ----
Under 10 years .......... :183 100 49 1~ 8 a 2 2 1 
10 years. UDder 12 ....... 715 :106 107 187 16 7 II 8 J 
12 years, UDder 14 ....... 1,800 fI43 187 712 '78 21 18 12 8 
IC years. UDder 18 ....... 6,402 1,851 1,035 2, 179 137 III 411 .6 18 
18 YMnl. UDder 17 ....... 2,2113 140 601 1.407 215 15 If lI3 lI3 
17 years, UDder 18 ....... 1,895 77 42 1,078 IllS 2 2 17 21 
18 JMI'! and over ....... 400 :ao 15 '3Sf 81 1 C") 6 10 

Ap DOt reported ............ 225 140 18 n ................ ................ ..- ........ -.. .. -......... .. ........... -
I Some courts bave jurladlctloD UDder .pecIal clrcumJtanoea beyoDd the ~ .pteltled; also courts ~OD' 

1liiy deal Informally with cblldreD wbo are just beyoDd the age of juveDUe-oourt, jurbdictioD. 
I In boys' cues 148 courts bad jurlldlctiOn up to 16 years, 247 up to 17 yean, 78 up to 18 years. and 4 up 

to 21 years. 
I This Is • coIlSlderable Iocreaae over the number reported durlDg 11137; 1,020 out of the 1.134 cases were 

from Oblo. Tbe Incrpa,se may be due to the fact tbat • Imw WBS approved tn May 1037 pro\'tdlnf! that 
Oblo juveDUe oourts shall bave jurlsdlctioD over PClSOIIS over 18 years of 1111! wbo arc cbari~d wlUl OtJCIl8OS 
eommlUed whUe UDdcr 18 years of IiC. 

, Le88 than 1 perocDt. 
• Tbe Dumber of cases IDcluded ID "AIn' not reportt>d" 1:1 this table Is not the 18Ill~ BS In tablr 14, beoaua 

&be specific age of lOme chlldreD was not reported. Are (roups ID this tabl~ dltfrr from thOI!(' In table 14. 
I IIi girls' cases 79 court/; bad jurlldlcUon up to 18 years. 2M up to Z7 Je8I'I, 148 up to 18 yean, and 4 up 

to 21 years. 
, Of these. 288 were Oblo 0IIIeS. (Bee fcotnote 3.) 

f4824f--{2-"-8 
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14 CHIl.4OOlE'N IN '1'BE COURT4>, 1938 AND U39 

In 63 percent of the boys' eases and 72 percent of the girls' eases 
in which court experience was reported the children had had no 
previous court experience. In 79 percent of the boys' cases the 
referral was for some type of stealing, acts of careJessness or mischief, 
or traffic violations. Only 22 percent of the girls' cases were referred 
for these reasons. On the other hand, 72 percent of the girls' cases 
were referred for truancy, running away, being ungovernable, or sex 
offenses whereas only 17 percent of the boys' cases were referred for 
these reasons. 

During 1939, 49 :percent of the bodys' cases and 88 percent of the 
girls' cases were "dismissed, adjuste , or held open without further 
action." In approximately one-third of the cases the boys and girls 
were turned over to a probation officer for supervision. In 9 percent 
·of the boys' cases and. in 16 percent of the girls' cases the children 
were committed or referred to an institution. 

TABLE 16.-ReGlon for reference to court in bOYII' and in girls' delinqueACJI COte • 
• "poled of bll 473 court., 1939 

Delinquency cues 

Reuon tor ~ference to lXlurt Number 

To~ Bon Girl! To~ Boys Girls 
---------------1------------1---1--

To~ cues.... ................................. 83, 768 71,:r75 12. 483 ........................ . 
~=I ==1=== 

Jleuun for ~ferecce ~ported. ..••• ••••.•• .••••••••.•. 83, ~ 70,1168 12. t21 100 100 100 ----1-----1-Stealing ............................................... l!~2.51 M. 7(;7 I,~ 114 fG 12 
ActofcareJIlIIIIDe8Sormlachlefacdtrafllcviol.tlon. 22.~ 21,144 1.219 rt 10 10 
Truancy............................................. a,1f8 a,m 1,471 II 15 12 
Running .w.y..................................... a, 232 a. 337 1,8115 II 15 15 
Being ucgovernabJe............................... e. 500 a, 233 a, 2117 8 f J8 
Sex otTen5e........................................... 4, 182 1,827 2, ass 6 • IG 
IuJury to penon.................................. 1, IIfJ7 1,1142 12.5 2 2 • 
Other 1'eIIa01.1...................................... 1,1186 1,141 145 II 2 I 

, Reuon lor ~ferenoe not ~ported...................... IMJQ J01 112 •••••••••••••••••••••• ;. 

TABLI: 17.-Source of reference to court in bolle' and in girls' delinqueflCJj eoaes 
d"poaed of bTl 478 courtll, 19.'9 

DeUnqlleDCY CUllS 

Number 

Total Bon Girl! Tutal Bo)'l Girl! ---------------·1----------1-·_-
Total cues....................................... 83,766 71, rts 12, 483 ....................... . 

===== 8ow'ae 0( nfmnoe reported........................... 1III,7:r7 1iQ,8M 10,373 100 100 100 /--·1---1 
Polloe ............................................. fG,e.5Q u,m 4,0!!0 tI7 72 Ie 
BcbooJ dep&Ttm~t................................ 4, 162 2,l,~ I, ~ & 15 12 
Prob.tlon ollloer.................................. 2,&98 woo 710 4 • 7 
Other court....................................... 1,678 1,448 130 2 II 1 
Boclal &IIeney. •.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. Q88 431 657 1 1 & 
P~nL!lorreJatives .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,617 2,343 2,:r74 7 4 12 
Other IDdlvldu.L................................ 8, 211 &. G57 1,2M 12 12 12 
Otber &auree......... ••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• 1114 610 104 1 1 1 

IICIuroe of reference Dot reponed...................... 14,031 11,021 .. 110 ••.•••••.••.•...•.•••••• 

.... --. -~- .. ,.-.-~~~--> "",'" - ..-.+~' -
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JUVENILE-COURT STATISTICS 15 

TABLE IS.-Place of cUuntion care of boya and of girla dealt tDith in tkUnquencJI 
ClUea diapoaed of by 47S court8, 1989 

Place of detention care Number Peroent 

___ , ......... mmm ............. mm. ~ :;, ,:: .~= ."=.I.~.~: 
~tentlon care reporiod .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 67,669 67,456 10,113 100 100 100 ------------ ---

No detention care ..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 41,828 36,341 6,487 1\2 63 64 
Detention care overnight or lonler •••••••••••••••• 26,741 21,115 (,826 18 ~~ 

BOIII'dlnll!bome .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 125 P 117 1 (It. 1 1 
Detention home •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17, 703 1~,lI<l3 1,140 1& tII'

l 
a; 

Other Instltution ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,358 2,5119 7~ 6 6 7 
1all or police station '......................... 8,614 3, 623818 276 6 6 I I 
Other place of care .............. ______ •• ____ • eoo 82 1 1 1 
Place of care not reported .. ____ ••••••••• ______ lItl 1811 1\2 (I) (I) 1 

Detention care not reported .. ______ • ____ • ____ ••••• ____ III, 1811 IS, Big 2.170 --•••••••• ----.T------. 

J lDcludes cues of chUdren cared for part 01 the time In detention home:! and part 01 the time elsewhere but 
excludes csses of children also cared lOT In jalls or police stations . 

• Includes cases 01 chUdren cared lor part 01 tbe time In jails or poUoe 1tatI0DI and ~ or the time I.'lIe­
..,here . 

• Includes cues 01 cbUdren cared for In more than 1 place but In places other than detention homes, jaUs, 
or police stations. 

• Less thaD 1 peroent. 

TABLE 19.-DUpolition of boy.' and of girZl' deli~ COIei diapo.ed of by 476 
courts, 19S9 

DIlinquenC}' _ 

D.1spa!Jtlon of cue Number Pwoent .-
Total Bo}'1 Olrls Total Boys alrls 

---.----------
Total 0IIIeS •••• _ ............ __ ••••••••••••••••••• 83,768 71,276 12,483 

~ 
.. _-_ ... --- ... _------= DIIpoI.;ftlon reported. __ •••••••••• __ ••••••••••••••••• 83,61\2 71,110 12, 452 100 100 

CIlIIt dlsml!lled, adjuated, or beld open 1FIUIout 
r--- ,----

further .ctlon .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 111,1:10 M,OS 4,882 «1 • 18 
ChUd 5UflCrvi!ed by prob.tlon ol!lcer .... _ ••••••• 27,161 23,263 J,8SB 12 13 11 
ChUrl committed or referred to an InStitution ....... 8,«2 1I,4l1 2,031 10 II 16 - ---- ---State iDJtltutlon lor delinquent chDdreD .. "" U06 1,102 1,006 6 6 8 

Other InIItltutlon for delinqUent rhUdren •••••• I, 164 :l,44g 7'05 • 
(I) : 

I 
PenBllnStitutlon .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 163 133 ~ (I) 1 (I) 
Other InIItltutlon .••••••••••••••• __ •• _ •••••••• 127 U7 100 J 

CbDd committed orreflln'ed t.o an lIeDCY ••••• _.,. 2,1&2 1,1IlI3 m I :I I 

PobUc deputment ••••••••••••• _ ••• _ •••••• _ •• 1,100 162 148 :J 1 I 
Other lIency ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,01\2 .1 181 1 1 • 

Cbnd committed or referred to liD iDdlvldnal.. ••••• 176 - 180 1 1 :I 
Case referred to another court ' ••••••••••••••••••• 74g 114 135 1 1 1 
Fine or coati! ordered •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 131 7112 au 1 1 (I) 
Runllway returnrd ............................... :I, 2111 I,m 11116 I J • OUier dllposltlon of c&SC ••••••••••••• _ •••••••••• 1,770 1,638 332 2 II 2 

Dl!posltlon not reported •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 111& 116 11 ........ -. --.. _- -.----
I Lea than 1 percent. 
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16 CHIlJDREN IN THE COURTS, 1988 ANID 1939 

TABLE 2O.-Prmout court cptrience oj bOlla and oj girl. dealt tDtth in delinquencv 
c:GIt. di,pomi 01 bll 478 courta, 1859 

Number i'erOlDt 

Total Boys Glrla Total Boy. Girls 
---------------1------------------

Totalauel .••. __ •• ___ •••• _........... 83,768 11, Z7S 12, 483 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
===== -. 

Previoua oourt aP«ience re~ ••••••••••••• _..... 70,481 iii, ~ 10,638 100 100 100 
. ---r-------I-

Previous oourt aper\~Dce......................... IN,lI6O 22, Of8 2, 1112 as B'T :as 
No previous 00U11 experienoo.. ••••••••••••••••••• '60 621 37,8116 7, CI:Ol& 65 83 72 

Previous oourt aperient'llllot reported .. _............. 13, m 11,332 I, DfS .'.'.'.' ••••••••• _'" 
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PART 2.-FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS FOR THE 2-YEAR 
PERIOD ENDED JUNE 30, 1939 

INTRODUCTION 

The data in this section of the report are based upon reports received 
in the Bureau of Prisons of the United States Department of Justice 
from United States probation officers, from United States marshals, 
and from institutions that received Federal offenders by court com­
mitment. The information is concerned with the juveniles under 18 
years of age charged with violating Federal laws and brought to the 
attention of Federal authorities during the 2-yea.r period ended June 
80, 1939.1 

Cases of children charged with violating Federal laws may be 
handled by Federal authorities or may be dealt with under State 
~uvenile-court laws. The policy has been to divert cases of Federal 
Juvenile offenders to State authorities wherever possible and in some 
communities serious violations of Federal laws as well as minor viola­
tions are handled by juvenile courts. Such cases are reported by the 
juvenile courts and included in the figures presented in part 1, Juvenile­
Court Statistics. The number of cases of children dealt with by 
Federal courts is influenced by several factors such as the age limits 
of State juvenile-court jurisdiction and the stage of development of 
State juvenile-court and probation systems.' 

The data presented in part 2, Federal Juvenile Offenders, cannot be 
eompared directly with the data presented in part 1, Juvenile-Court 
Statistics, because the information for juvenile-court statistics is as­
sembled from one source, namely, cases disposed of by juvenile courts, 
whereas statistics for Federal juvenile offenders are assembled from 
three different sources and represent four stages in the handling of 
the case. It has been necessary, therefore, to present the material 
according to the source of the reports received as follows: 

Federal juvenile ofl'enders brought to the attention of 
United Statal probation officers _________________ TablM 1,2. 

Federal juvenile ofl'enders received in jails and held pending trial __________________________________ Table 8. 
Federal juvenile ofl'enders diacharred from detention 

after heini held ~ndini trial ___________________ TablM '-7. 
Federal juvenile offenders placed on probation and 

those received under .entence in jails and Federal institutioDB ___________________________________ TablM 8-10. 

----
I Prevlou. lJUluaI repotta 011 Federal junnlle C«eod.,. baft lift!! data -eBf'IIiDI tile junnll. WIder 

18 )'e&I'II of ~ wbo were dealt wltb by Federal autboritl.. In thII report data are p~nted Dilly for 
tile croup of ,uvenUe D«endera wbo .. ere under 18 )'e&I'II of ace, IlinCl! tbe Federal Juftll1le Da1inqueney 
Act. enacted In 1938, deftn .. a junnile .. a penon 17 yearw of ace or under. 

I In order to provide for Improvement In tbe metboda of deallnr witb the 1&rJe proPOl'tlon of tbe _ or juvenUe D«endera that cannot be dlYerted to State autboriU .. a Federal ",unnUe DelInqueney Act 
.. u ~d by Coner- and .... 'felled by tbe Preeldent on June 16 1838. This act appli .. to ~na 
17 yeAI'll of are or under wbo eommlt Federal olfena. not punlsbable by death or life impn.onment. 
Tbe purpoee ill to do away witb 1001 jail detention, to make pe.ibl. JII'CIIIIpt IUId print. ia-nnp, IUId to 
broaden tbe ~bIllU .. for diapo.ltion and treatment. 

Under tbia act tbe Attorney General may direct, with the eo_t of the junnlle, the IDititutlOll 01 
proeeedJn~ on a cbarre of Juvenile del!nqueney, ratber than 'or a epeeilIc Dll'enee. ProceedJnp on a 
Charlie of Junnile d.llnqueney may be IlIItiated by the aline Df an information lnalad of bY.cranli-J!U')' 
Indietment. Hearlnra ,ball be without a jllJ')' and may be held at IUIY time lind In elaaiDbera. 'l'De 
Attorney Geoeral Ito autborlsed to pro1'ide for the detention of juftllll. In a junnlle home 01' other 
II1lItable place. A JunnUe "found rullty" of Junnll. dallnqueney may be plaa8d 011 probatiDn car eom· 
mftted to tbe cuatody of the Atto':!rn~eral ... ho may ~ta a public or printa apDC:)' 'or.-tocl1. 
eare, .. bUtenoe, educat/oo. &lid • 
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18 CBIildlIRE'N IN THE COURTS, 1088 AND 19 39 

FEDERAL JUVEND.E OFFENDERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION 
OF UNITED STATES PROBATION OFFICERS 

For the judicial districts having United States probation officers 
the statistics presented in tables 1 and 2 include all cases of Federal 
iuvenile offenders that are disposed of officially by Federal authorities. 
There were probation officers in Puerto Rico and in 80 of the 84 
Federal districts in continental United States during the period July 1, 
1937-June SO, 1939. Statistics for the districts not covered, where no 
probation officer was on duty, are included with those reported by 
other districts whenever the offenders were referred to United States 
probation officers in the adjoining districts. Reports of the District 
of Columbia are not included, since the administrative relationship of 
the District of Columbia courts to the Department of Justice differs 
from that of other Federal courts. 

TAlILE I.-Total CGle. and tnOPefnem of celie. of Federal iUflmik offender. brought 
to the attention of United State. probation ojfiur' in each Federal judicial diltrict 
d"ring the I-year 'Period ended J"m 30, 1989 

0_ broucht '" tbe ataDtioD 01 UDited stat. pro~ti9n doers 

July 1, 11137-1lU1t 10, 11138 July I, lli118-1ll11e 10, 111311 

Fodera! judicial dlatllct I 
Cues 0-Total 0_ Total C&!eS C&.!IeS 

earrled New cues dl&- carried New cues dl&- cwrIed 
over, - dealt ~ 

over, -- chait ~ 
over, 

July 1, with July I, with 01 JIlIIe 30, 
11137 11138 11139 ----

TotaL •••••••••• _ ••••• f48 l,ew 2, 147 1,173 274 1,783 2,057 l.801 166 ---------
Alabama: 

Northern ••••••••••••••• 11 .a 18 18 18 18 IIG 87 18 
Middle ••••••••••••••••• 8 If 13 18 10 14 ~ If ···'···S SOuthern_ •••••••••••••• 8 :.I 18 2'f 1 13 l( 8 

Arizona ••••••••••••••••••••• 18 til 17 13 4 18- .. II -I 
Ark&.DS8S: 

Eastern ••••••••••••••••• 18 18 18 12 4 Q 47 " II 
Western •••••••••••••••• 18 If G U 

OtalIlorn!a: 
1 14 16 12 I 

Nortbern ••••••••••••••• :I 7 8 II I 18 18 III I 
SOUthern._ ••••••••••••• 1 11 12 1:1 ······r 11 11 11 .-...... 

Colorado ••••••••••••••••••• I 10& lei 14 It 1& 1& ......... 
CollDeCticut •••••••••••••••• 1 I I I .......... 4 4 4 . ........ 
~r!dB: 

Northern ••••••••••••••• a If 27 lIB • 16 III 27 I 
SOUtb~ ................. 8 0&0 4G III 

Cieom!O: 
10 lei 48 U 4 

Northern ••••••••••••••• 14 lei 10 Q '1 .a 12 41 11 
Middle ••••••••••••••••• 8 II " lei I 10 13 III 4 
Southern ••••••••••••••• 4 17 41 12 8 12 41 16 8 

Idaho ••••••••••••••••••••••• ........... 1 1 1 . ............ 6 6 I I 
I1llno!s: 

Northern ••••••••••••••• 4 18 lIB 13 1 0&0 41 18 • Eastern .•••••••••••••••• 4 17 11 11 .............. 11 11 8 I 
Southern ••••••••••••••• • 16 10 10 

IDdlaDa: 
............... 10 10 10 .. ............ 

N ortbern ••••••••••••••• I lei 1'7 17 ............... 16 1& 1& . ......... -
Southern ••••••••••••••• 1 • 8 8 .............. ............ .. ........... .. ............. .......... 

1011'8: 
Northern ••••••••••••••• ............. 1 1 1 .. ............. I I I . ........... 
Southern ••••••••••••••• ............. • 4 • ······r I • I .......• 

EanJas .•••••••••••••••••••• I 14 lei U 16 lei II 
Kentucky: 

Eastern ••••••••••••••••• 1J 811 12 ft1 16 811 74 '1 II 
Western •••••••••••••••• I 18 It 12 I " 48 0&0 • Loualana: 
Eutern ••••••••••••••••• 7 aa to 17 • 16 18 111 ............ 
W.tern •••••••••••••••• I 14 18 III 4 :t2 ~ 1& ............... 

I There was no probation oftIoer on duty In Dtlaware, Ohio (Northern), Utah, &lid Wiloonaln (Eut.m) 
dl1liDi the perjod July I, 11137-June 30, 1113l1j Federa! JUYlDUe olrendera In theM dlItrictl .... pnwally 
nferred '" tbe Uulled Btatee probation ollloen In adJolnlna dilU1ct1 • 

. _ .. -.. - ._-------- -- .-... -.. ~.. .._--
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FEDERAL JUVENILE OFBNDERS 19 

TABU I.-Total (:(Uel and moIIement of cese. of Fe~aljUt1enile offender. brought to 
the attention of United Stat,. 1>"obation ojJicer. in each Federal judicial diltrict 
during the I-year period ended J,me 80, 19"9--Continued 

-
0_ bl'OUlht &0 tile attention 01 Ulllted Slala prob&tloD omtWII 

lilly 1. lla7-lUDIIO. 1\l38 1111, 1. 1118-1UD1IO. 1_ 

hdenl judicl&l dillrict 
Cues Oues C_ 

Total C_ Total C_ 
IIIITled New - dis· IIIITled New - df5. CIIITied 
over, - dealt ~ 

over. - dealt poaed over, 
July I,' with lu1y 1, 'With or lWle30. 

11137 11138 JII3P 

---- .-----
MaJne .•••• _________________ 1 4 6 6 _____ oj" i 8 a ---- "-j Maryland __ .. ______ •• _ ••• _. 2 10 22 21 25 ~ 25 
MuSachuaetts •• ____ • _______ 8 I 11 t 7 8 16 8 7 
M.\chigan: 

8 U Eutern. ________________ 
t6 28 27 1 'I '1 1 

Western ________________ .............. 7 7 7 ------;- 2 :I 2 ....... -....... -1Itnneeo1a .• ________________ 
2 8 11 8 a 10 10 ............ -

KiasissJppl: Northern. ______________ 
10 115 ~ 24 2 10 22 18 I 

&ulbero ___________ ---. 16 ~ 81 12 S as 87 66 12 
MlaIiourl: Eastern •• _______________ 

8 10 as Ie :I 23 25 10 6 Western __________ .. -.. _ 10 t6 16 14 11 G 6t 61 I Montana ___________________ .. -............ 2 2 l/ ------i- 27 27 13 • Nebraska. __________________ 
1 8 8 8 • 6 II ............... 

Nevada. ____ •• ______ • _______ 1 8 7 6 I 8 10 10 .............. -New B&IIlpehire ____________ 
------2- 2 2 2 .. -........... 1 1 1 .. ... -...... -New Jeraey. _______________ • 14 18 18 ------r 10 10 10 ................ New Me.tiClO ________________ 7 11 18 17 8 8 8 ................. 

New York: Northern _______________ 1 1 2 1 1 7 8 'I 1 Eutero. _____ • __ • _______ 4 t 8 7 1 17 18 17 1 
Southern ________ .. ____ • t 1~ 18 12 1 18 17 111 1 W estern ________________ 

8 18 211 21 , 10 It 11 I 
North CaroUna: Butern _________________ 

3 23 ~ t6 1 Ie 17 17 ------ia Middie. ________________ 8 22 81 11 ------7- 12 12 11 Wlllltern ________________ 
8 a tl It 68 80 11 • North Duola ______________ 1 6 8 II ........... __ .. 6 6 • 1 

Ohio: Northern _______________ .............. ................ ............... .. .............. .............. 13 sa sa -------i Southern _______________ 11 11 48 46 I 18 II 10 
Oklahoma: Northern _______________ 

4 22 ~ ~ ------a- 8 8 'I 1 Eutern ________________ • 
12 Ie '" G II lIII 26 1 Wlllltern _________ . ______ 
If 1& 10 lIII , 16 19 18 1 Onlgon ____________________ • ................ 8 8 8 .. ............. 4 , , .. ............. 

Pennsylvania: Eutern. _____________ • __ 'I , 'I -----'j" 11 17 17 -------. Middle __________ • ______ 
1 If 16 It 10 11 'I Western ________________ 
II 22 18 .. • 18 12 27 I ahode Ialand _______________ ................ II " I 1 8 10 • I 

South Carolln&: BlI8tern ________________ • sa 18 Q 42 10 17 C 17 10 Western. _______________ ................ J9 til 111 10 l' .. 13 1 
Booth Duote ______________ 2 18 10 18 I , 8 I I 
TIa~: Eutern. ____________ • ___ 

2 III as Ie I " '7 11'1 • Klddle __________ • ____ •• 18 l§ It 16 18 11 40 16 16 
W.tern _________ • ______ , 16 18 18 1 10 21 111 • ToP.a: Northam _______________ 

4 ~ 10 18 I 46 " '7 1 z..tern _________________ 
It 111 a 16 • 15 13 18 I Iouthern _______________ 
10 sa a II I 11 11 18 ------ii WIII!Itern _______ •• ______ • 
8 ~ 112 110 I 1111 121 107 Utah _______________________ .............. • 8 8 . ............. -----or ·-----r ------j- . ............. 

vllrlllont ________________ • ___ 1 .............. 1 1 _ ............ .. ............ 
Vt~ ________________ . , 

I" U '1 I IV II II ------jo Weetern ________________ 1I 18 10 18 I l1li III Gl 
Wublnllton: Eutern ________________ • 

I 'I 10 10 ------i- • , I 1 Wlllltern. _______________ 
1 10 11 10 11 12 II 1 

Wilt VlrIllnlG: Northern _______________ .............. I • I -----i6' J2 12 12 --·--··i Southern _______________ 26 '11 102 81 

11 
67 iiI 

Wiloonaln: WIItern _____ • __ t 8 10 8 2 , , ----·--i W:romlng .. _______ • _________ 10 10 8 1 I I PDeno lUClO _______________ • I I ......... 
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TABLJ: 2.-PopulatiOft 16 to 11 rear. oJ 0IJe induril1e,l in 1940, lind total M.e. lind mOIIemmt oJ calef oj Fedfflll jUfleflm o§mthr. brouglat to 
the attention oj United Statelt pro~tion oJliurlt in each geographic diviltion during the t-year period ended June !lO, 19!19 

- -

0_ broul!ht to tbe attention of United etates probation oftIcen 

PopaJatIou III to 
17J~oflll\! 

In 11140 I 

1uly I, 11137-11I1111 30. 1m 101y I, 1931H1IIItI30. 1_ 

Oeocraphlc dl?lslon 0_0lIl" Total_ O_d .. 0 ..... TotaI_ 0_418-

C ___ 

rlp<lovar New_ dealt with ~or rie<lOVel' New_ dealt with posed or rIed OVel' 
luly 1.1937 luly I, 1\138 lune3().I03I 

Nomber PIlI'- Nmn· Pel" Nom· Per· Nom· Pel" Num· Per· Nom· .... Nom· Per- Nom· Per- Num· Per- Nom· Per-
ClInt her cent ber cent ber ClInt ber ClInt her OIlIIt ber cenCI ber MIt bill' Gent ber oent ---------------------------- - ------ - --

Total· ••••••••••.••••••.•.••••••••• T ...... 1011 4411 100 I." 100 2, 147 100 I,m 100 114 100 I,m 100 2,087 1m 1,IIOt 100 2!MI 1011 
= =e= = = = = = = = = = == = = =; Pour DOrtbern d1v11don1 ••••••••••••••• '" 4,1M!3.1I10 ~ 117 2'l 378 2'l 4711 2'l 429 23 411 17 432 :M 478 23 431 24 47 ----------------------r--. ----

New E~IaDd ••••••••••••••••••••••• 452,422 ~ 11 3 17 1 28 1 21 1 8 I ~ It 1 2li 1 • • Middle t1antlc ••••••••••••••••••••• 1,4153,2110 71 II 117 II 124 II 112 II 12 .. 125 ,. m ,. 122 ,. III • East North CentraL •••••••••••••••• 1,4011,7&0 III 81 7 1&0 II 183 II 1711 II 1 I 172 .;) 1711 • 172 10 7 I 
Wellt North Central ••••••••••••••••• 7411.478 10 ~ II 114 7 140 II 121 7 111 7 I~ II 128 II 112 II 111 • , 

Three IIIJIIItbem dh1s1on1 ••••••••••••••••• 2, eat,., II lUI 70 1,1117 III 1,4113 III 1,:1117 III 2111 71 1,177 l1li I,. III 1.1111 l1li 1117 '17 - 1m ---------- --I. --[8iiI ----r--a. Soutb Atlmtle ••••••••••• _ ••••••••••• 1,0IIII,001 1: 211 471 28 lIII5 71 804 71 81 10 1507 28 2t 2!1 711 
Em Bouth ~ntnJ •.•••••••••••••••• 1174,041 112 21 aUI 10 411 111 311 17 100 811 341 III 441 21 3:17 :10 84 13 
Wm Bouth Central •••••••.••••••••• 7112.4113 11 110 25 377 22 48~ 23 4~2 :M 311 13 329 III 3114 18 330 18 34 131 

Two WMt«n dlvlslOll8 ••••••••••••••••••• ",0lIl II 8/J 8 IN II 

51. ... ;. 
177 8 12 .. 171 10 188 • 171 10 11 I 

i-'- I- r-; -- -Moantaln ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _,717 I 28 ., 101 ., 118 II 10 103 • 113 • 104 • • .. 
Pacific ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 462,3411 II 7 2 113 3 118 3 :I 1 lIS 4 70 3 117 41 3 I 

Puerto Rm •••••••••••.•••••••••.••••••• 118,4411 2 •••••• I (I) I (I) • ("j --........ -...... -
~~~~- ~- - -

I VIII'Y few Federal )uTenlle olJenden are onder III :reara or ale. 
I Excludes the Dlstnct of Columbia becauae the administratIve relation of tbe District or Columbia DOIIrU to the Department of lustloe dlflen i'iYm tbat of GIbei' "eden! coorta. 
• LHs than 1 percent. 
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FEDERAL rnVENILE OFFENDERS RECEIVED IN JAILS AND HELD 
PENDING TRIAL 

Data presented in table 8 concerning the number of Federal juvenile 
offenders received in jails and held pending trial are obtained from 
reports submitted to the Bureau of Prisons by United States marshals. 

TAIILE S.-.Age and Ie:!: of Feder-al jUPmile offender. recftved in ;am and held pending 
trial during each fi.eal "ear ended JUM SO, 1986-S9 

O1fendm rGnd In Jail and beld pendiDi tria1 

Yell, and lit! or olfender Total BOJII Girl! 

Number P_t Number Peroent Number Percent ____________ 1 ____ 1 ___ -1 ________ .N ___ _ 

Yan EIfDKD lUNa 10, 1~ 
Total. _._ •••••• _____________________ 1,036 100 822 100 114 100 

Under 15 rcsrtl ____________________________ 
101 10 f(T ~ 14 12 15 ),eII \'S _________________________________ •• 
145 14 125 14 2J 17 16 )'eIII'II ________________________ • __________ 
265 15 22P 2fi 16 12 17 )'aIIl'!I._ •• ____________ • ________________ ._ 
625 61 .s1 a2 " 811 

Y ...... EIfDKD lUN!!. ao. 1838 
Total ______________________________ • 

1, 136 100 1,001 [00 115 100 --Under 15 y,,,I'1l _____ • __ •• ___________ • ______ 
~ 109 10 ~ lD 14 16 )'eII\'S ••• __ •• _____________ • ____________ ._ 

160 IS 122 12 J8 11 Ie )'ee\'S •• __ ._ . ______________________ •• __ •• 
311 'r1 27lI 18 13 If 17 )'ee\'S ___________ ._ ••••• ___________ •••••• aetl 60 611 11 65 41 

Ya.n EIfDKD lwa 10, 11137 

Total •• _ ••••• __ ••• _._._ •• _ ••• __ ••• _. 1164 100 11153 100 101 100 ---1----
Under 15 )'.I'!I. ___ .. _ ........... _ ........ 76 8 M 8 11 11 16 yee\'S._ ••••• __________________ ••• __ ••••• 162 HI 132 16 2J 2J 
18 yeel'S. ___ ._ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• J80 III 260 til 10 10 
17 )'eIIl'!I. __ ._ ••• _ •••••••••••••••••••• _ ••• _. W 47 417 " «l 18 

Yan EIfDKD 1'11N); 10, 11136 

Total_ •• _ •••• _ ••••••• _ •••••••••••••• 107 100 122 100 16 100 

Under 15 ,..I'!I. ........................... 11 ~ 86 8 16 18 
16 ,..I'!I_ ....•.. _ ... __ . __ ...••. _ .•.. _ ...... 1111 U llJ 14 18 ~ 
181e111'!1._ •• _ ••••••••••••• _ ••• _._ •••••• _ •• _ 180 J8 J22 17 J8 13 
17 y.I'!I .. _ •... _ .. _ .. _ ... __ ... _._ .......... "7 G 421 61 10 10 
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22 CHIilJMlE'N IN THE 'COURTS, 11188 A!m' 1089 

FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS DISCHARGED FROM DETENTION 
.AFTER BEING HELD PENDING TRIAL 

The figures covering Federal juvenile offenders discharged from 
detention after being held pending trial (tables 4 to 7) are also reported 
by United States m&rshalS and include all cases of Juveniles who were 
dlscharged during the year-both those received for detention prior 
to the beginnine; of the year and those received during the year. The 
figures do not mclude cases of offenders received for detention who 
were not discharged during the year. 

TABL!: 4.-Place of detention pending trial of Federal jUllmile offender8 of elU!h .t;% 
diacharged from detention during the veara ended June flO, 1.9S8 and 1989 

O1rendera dlJcbaried from d.wnUon after beInc beld for tria1 

PIaoe of detenUOII pendlDa trial Total Bop 01rla 

Number Peroent Number Peroent Number Percent ---- -
Til .. ENDKD ;JUNII 10, 1839 

Total S8eS •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,169 100 1,134 100 125 100 

County aDd city Instltutlons .••• __ ••••••• _ 
1-'--

1,1(2 14 1,00 85 100 ., 
Froel'lll correctional instItutions aDd de· 

ientlon headquarters •••••••••••••••••• 79 a 79 a ···--··is· ··-·-· .. i. JuvenUe detention bomes ••••••••••••••••• 122 8 11M 8 
Otber instItutions .•••••••••••••••••••••••• 111 1 8 1 7 • 

Tau ENDIID JUNI 10, IIl38 

Total S8eS •••••• __ ................. _ 1,«1 lIOO 1,- 100 153 100 

Ooonty and city Inltitutlons , ............ 
Federal correctional InstituUon. and d&-

1,270 18 l,Ul III 12U 14 

tentlon headQuartel'll' •••••••• __ •• __ .... 110 • lID 7 ··----·is· .... _-_._, 
JuvenUe detention homes ................. !Ill 6 a , 
Other ID!tltutlOIl5. .......... _ ............. 16 1 , (I) 11 ., 

, In .rller yean the terms ''losl )an" aDd "Federal jail" were uiled. The wording III this table rapre· 
IeDt! the tel'IlllDology of the lDa11raport 011 Federal Oftenden, laIled by the BlUtl&u oC Pri80DS. 

I Lea Ulan 1 percell t. ' 

..... -~.. ~'''.' , 
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T,uu 6.-2\'pe oj di.cMrge oj Fttkrol iUWlfliZ, offender. oj 14th Ie: ditcAarged 
from d4!untion during tM IIllar.lndtd JURIl 60, 1888 and 1889 

oaeuden dlJchargl!d from detention after 
be1nc held pendln, trial 

Total 
Bop Olrle 

Number Plm!nt -----------------1------------
YBn ENDED lUNE 10, ID3g 

TotaL •••• _ ••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••••••• _ •••• _._._.... 1, W 100 l.lIS4 126 

J&eleued 011 bell or J'e()()CDh&llce •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• =a36 ===t5 ~ ==as 
On b&IJ ................... _____ ................... _........ J87 III :leO ~ 
On hOOIrui&aDoe •••••••• ___ •••••••••• _._.................... .g • .a e 

Not rsIeued on ball or recornlunce ••••••••••••• _.............. 1.023 76 
1----1----

Turnl!d I)ver to State authorltles .• _........................ 106 II 
Cue dlsllll!sed .................................. _.......... 104 !I 
Pilced Din probatlon ....... _................................ ~6 20 

~te~I~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1~ (I) 1 
OommIt1ed to-

Federal peolteutlNy, reionnatory, or State IDstltutJon.. b 
1ftU •••••••••••••••• __ ._. ...................... ......... 87 

1uvenlle 'e!lClped.. ••••• .................................... 'I 
'I'ransCened to immigration authorities..................... 14 
Transfen'ed to 1II0ther Federal district..................... 'I 
GUle: Q1;1O, or type not IIIported •••• _ .... _ •• _.............. 72 

(I) 

23 
'I 

a 
(I) & 

Yu. END~ ivm. 10, 11138 
ToW ...... _ ..... __ ........................ _............. 1,441 100 

1====1=== BeIeued on l.n 01' reooen\zaDoe ............. _ ... _____ .. _....... .02 28 1---1·---1 On tHUl ... _ ....... _._._._ ••• _ ........ _ .... _ ..... _ •• _ .... _.. 162 16 
On lIIooculunce. ___ •• ___________ • ______ • __ • ___ •• _._........ to I 

Not reJeued I~n ball or recornIunoe •• __ ••• _._ •• ___ • ___ ._ .... _.. 1,039 72 

Turned over to State authoritled .• ___ •••• _ •••••• _ •••• _ ••••• I---gg-
I---'1 

C- dlsml!s{>d ......... _ ••• _. __ •• _ ••••• __ ._ ••• _ ••••• _ .. __ •• 112 II 
PIaeed 00 probatloo .... _ .. _ ................. _............ mt 14 

~~orl~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1: (I) 1 
ComInlttlld to-

Fedm-aJ penitentiary, reionnatory, or State IDStltation. liS 

1uv~Uei~i.e(C:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1~ 
Transferred to Immigration .athorltlE'S ........... _ .... _.... S4 
Traosterrl!d to anoth~r Federnl d~trict ••• _................ . 15 
GUlP!' tnle, 01' type oot reported ... _ .. _ .......... _......... lit 

I X- than 1 percent. 

22 
11 

(I) 
2 
2 
e 

D31 82 ------
84 12 
8S 19 

1162 14 
10 
1 

101 II 
eli 2 
'I .. --..... j 

&3 
6 1 

17 16 

1,2118 Is:! 
------

I6lj &3 

135 rT 
14 e 

IIG 120 

83 6 
87 2Ii 

lSI 23 
16 I 
2 

102 III 
149 6 
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TABLE 6.-ungth of tkuntion 7Jending u'ial 0/ Fetkral jUflenile oJfendm of each 
.ex dilchargea from detention during the "eara ended June 80, 1988 and 1959 

worth of delelltlon Jl8DdiJIc trial 

Olrendel'l "l5char,:ed (rom detenUoo alter 
be[1II: held JlI!Dd[ng LrJa[ 

Total 
Bo1I Olrll 

Number Percent 
---------,---------1:------------

Yu. J1:NDItIl 1Vx1 10, 18311 

Total_ .•.•••.•••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•.•.. 
---r---I----­Less than II d.Y5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

125 

23 
16 
If 
21 
12 
14 
II 

a d~Y5, I~ th~n I week ....................................... . 
1 week, 11m than 2 ............................................ . 
I weeks, less th~n I month .................................... . 
1 month, '- than 2 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I months, less thRn 3 .......................................... . 
• months, less than 6 .......................................... . 
II months, less than I :FPM •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

YIUJI ENDItIl lwu 30, 1038 

ToW CIIIIeS............................................... 153 
r----I---~---I----Less than 3 days.... ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17 

• day~, Ie&!! than I week............. ............................ 17 
1 week, I~ l.ban 2.... ......................................... 17 
2 wl'f'ks, less thRn I month..................................... III 
1 month. IllS.<; than 2. ........................................... lIB 
2 months, less thnn 3.... ....................................... 23 
• months, less than 6........................................... 7 
II r..; roths, 1l1l5I than I :year...................................... 1 

I LeIS than 1 percent. 

TAllLJ: 7.-Length of detention pending trial bll type of dilcharge in eGlU of Fedual 
jUfJeflile oJfentkTl dilcharged from tkUntion during tile reaTi ended June 80, 
1988 and 1989 

OlJanden dlIctwced from deteotlon liter beilli held fer trial 

LeD&th or deteotlon pudinc trial ReJeued 00 ball Not rele&!ed 00 b&lJ 
Total or noocniulloe ar noocnianoe 

Number l'IraIJIt Namber r.n.nt Namber Pwoent 

Yua EIIDD lvn 10. I_ I 
To2a1_ .••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,~1 100 - 100 1,= 100 

x- thaD B dan •••••••••••••••••••••••••• - lK) lro 411 11e 12 
I da:ys, _ than 1 WML_ •••••••••••••••• 112 111 M 115 1111 12 
1 week, leas than 2 •••.••••••••••••••••••• 138 18 Ie 12 1l1li 111 
I weeks, less thaD 1 month_ •••••••••••••• IIPI ::11 17 11 1114 • 1 month, less than 2 ....................... lK)8 16 111 15 1112 1. 
I months, _ thaD 8 ...................... 18 II II J 12 • I months, Jess than II ...................... II .. I (I) .. e I 
• months, _ thalli Jar._ •...•....•... J (I) ............. ... --.--.-. I (I) 

Yualhmltlllvn 10, 11II1II 

Total_._ •••••.••••••••••••••• 1,"1 100 a 100 1,_ 100 ---------x- thaII a d.:ys .......................... D " lie 12 11 T 
I d.ys, _ th.n 1 WMk._ •••••••••••••••• 131 18 127 12 11K 10 
1 week, lees thaD 2 ........................ 812 14 U II UII U 
J weeks, leu than 1 month •••••••••••••••• 187 • II II M • 1 month, leas thaD 2 .••••••••••••••••••••• Jt6 17 12 I 123 11 
• months, _ thaD a •••••••••••••••••••••• 117 10 I 1 112 U a months, _ thaD 11.. •••••••••••••••••••• 17 II I 1 a • • montba,'" than 1 Jar-.••...•...... J (I) ........ -. ~ .. -.-.. -. I (I) 
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FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS PLACED ON PROBATION AND 
THOSE RECEIVED UNDER SENTENCE IN JAILS AND FEDERAL 

INSTI'.J.'UTIONS 

The figures concerning Federal juvenile offenders placed on proba­
tion and those received under sentence in jails and Federal institutions 
(tables 8 to 10) include all Federal offenders under 18 years of age 
received from courts by United States probation officers for super­
vision during the year and all Federal offenders under IS years re­
ceived under sentence in county and city jails, Federal detention 
headquarters, correctional institutions, penitentiaries, reformatories, 
and prison camps. These comprise the great majority of juvenile 
offenders for whom Federal authorities continue responsibility and 
Bupervision after disposition of the case. 

TABLE S.-Sa of Federal jUlienile offender. plaud under the wpm1irion of United 
Btatea probation officera, and of offender. rectified under .entence in ,aill and 
in Federal imtitutiom during each fiaco.lllear ended June !D, 19!6-!9 

~!Unnlle o1Ienciens 

Placed a-Ived under 1111· 

Year, and lex of junDlle under Cenoelu-
IQpervlslon 
of United 

States J'ecleral 
probation lalls I inatilu. 

dloers tioes J 

Yan END:&D 1'D1f:& 30, 11139 
Total ........................................................ . 1113 131 1117 

M8 I~ IOf 
~ 11 • lIors .............................................................. . 

Olrls .............................................................. .. 

Van END:&D 1'11JB :SO, 11138 
Total ...................................................... .. ~ 180 112 

418 178 172 
IS 11 10 ~~:.:.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Yan END:&D 1'D1f:& 30, 11137 
Total ........................................................ . Q3 181 113 

.oe 152 161 
Z1 II 2 

lIors ............................................................. .. 
Olrls .............................................................. .. 

Y:&a EIID:&1l 1'11JB :SO, 11138 
Total ........................................................ . 185 171 18 

1&4 1112 18 
II II I 

lion .............................................................. . 
Olrls ............................................................... . 

I Includes P'ecleral oometlonallnstitutioDS and cieCention '-'iqUAl'tlrl and ooanty and city jails. 
I IncJudei penitentiaries, reformatories, IIDd priIon DllDps. 
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26 . CHIWREN IN 'l'BE coua'm, 1 e 8 8 AND 1 e 89 

TABLE 9.-Age oj Federal ;uvmileti;endtrl 'Placed under 1M tupertlUitm oj UniUd 
Statu probation officer. arul of 0 ender. receifled under .entrnce in ;ailt and in 
Federal i",titutitml during each call/ear e1ided June 60, 1966-69 

c::. 

Year, IUd IP III Janllile 
PI~ WIder 10' 
~~Uru~I----------~---------
litotes probation I'tdenJ IDItltu. omoen lailll tiODII • 

_____________ li_N_UDl_ber __ 1 Percent ~~ ~~ 
Yau Jl:HDKD JtJNX 30, 11130 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 813 100 1.1 100 187 100 ------------------
Vnder 18 JNn .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 110 10 18 14 6 

H =:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1&3 18 12 II III 
.1 " 11 a 163 

Y.... Jl:HDJD) .JtnfI 10, 11138 

Total •••• _ •••••••••••••••••••••••• &53 100 1811 100 112 

VDder 111 7'MI'I._ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 83 21 17 D 4 
1117NlB ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 147 12 42 J2 lID 
17 JaIlS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 113 47 UO III 148 

Yua :&xPKD .Jvn 10, 1837 

TOUI ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• aa 100 1111 100 la3 

VDder 111 JMn .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 81 18 17 11 II 
111 )'8aI'!I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 138 12 42 18 21 
17 J8V1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11' .8 102 ell 1111 

Tau Jl:JQ)JW .Jt1KB 10, 1l13li 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 115 100 1'11 100 18 
-','-

Vnder 111 JNn •• _ •••••••••••••••••••••••• '11 18 18 15 • 111 years ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 106 JlI 17 12 12 
17 JeUlI ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 108 M 108 ell 83 

I Includes Federal OOl'I'8Ctional lDItitDtlolIS IDd detention beadqau1erllDd OOWItf IDd city JII1s. 
I Includes penltentariel, retormatorles, IDd priJOn camps. 

I 
1IO 
7a 

100 

:t 
18 
12 

100 

4 
14 
12 

100 

• 15 
12 

('-~------ -" 
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TABLE lO.-offeme charged in ca8e8 of Federal juvenile offender. placed under the 
.upervuion of United BLatt8 PToootion ojJicer8, and offendera received under .en­
Ctme in jam and in Ftderal inatitutiona during eacIi. jUcal llear ended June 60, 
J966-69 

Fedenl JOYenUe ollenden 

P~ OlIder 10· a-IYed OlIder RDteDOll m-
Year, IDd olfeDIII chilled ~O(UDIted 

tates probation Feder&1ll1Stlto. oIfloers . lalls I tiona' 

Number Percent Number Percent Number I Percent ------
u71-: 

Yu. EKDan lt7n 10, 1838 

TotII ............................... 813 100 181 100 - •. ----:.. 
Violation of-

Liquor laws ............................. lOS aa 16 12 15 11 
IlIllIIlgration Act ........................ 2 (I) as 42 1 (I) 
Motor Vehicle Theft Act ................ 132 22 16 12 811 46 
Postal laws ............................. III 15 12 II 15 18 
lAws against OOtlDterfelt~ and r~ng. 64 II 11 I 22 11 
IDterstBte Commerce Act (\.ill Seal ct). 12 2 I J 8 , 
Narcotic D~ Act ...................... 13 2 6 , J 1 
White Slave aftIc Act ................ 1 (1\7 .. · .... i6· ...... ·ii" 2 1 
Other l!\WI or olfenae Dot reported ...... 103 13 7 

Yu. EKDan .JUNK 10, 11138 

Total ............................... f63 100 1811 100 182 100 

Violation of-
Liquor law8 ............................. 172 18 rt 14 10 11 
Immigration Act ........................ , 1 8G 62 1 (I) 
Motor VEihlcle TbeCt Act ................ 87 111 18 10 ec 62 
Post&1law5 ............................. 72 111 16 8 :as 14 
Laws agslllllt OOtlDterfelt~ and rorrl~. as 12 8 • 111 10 
lntemate Commerce Act ( III Se!II Act . 14 a , 2 6 • Narcotic D~ Act ...................... 6 1 • II 2 1 
White Slave ramc Act ................ 6 1 1 1 2 1 
Other laws or OI!eDIII not I'IJ!ported ....... 18 II 16 8 14 I 

Yua EKDBD .Jt7n 10, 1\la7 

Tout .............................. G3 100 101 100 163 100 ------- ---Vlolr.tlOD of-
Liquor lewa ............................. 1112 .. II 11 16 10 
JmInjgration Act ........................ 1 (I) .. Ii) 6& ....... i5 . .. · .... ·43 Motor VehJcIe Tbell Act ............... 101 III 8 
Postal laws ............................. CO 11 1 1 lC • lAws against OOOlIterfelt~ and r~. 42 10 , I 17 11 
IDterstate Commerce Act ( III 8e&1 Act). • 1 1 1 11 7 
Nillcotl~ D~ Act ...................... & 1 I 1 I 1 
White Slilve ramc Act ................. , 1 ...... ·ii· .... · .. if 1 1 
Other la'll'l or olfeDIe not reported. __ ••• III • 18 11 

Yua ZKDan .Jt7n 10,1_ 

Total ............................... 116 100 In 100 IS 100 

Violation of-
Liquor laws .............................. 117 'D 12 III 17 III 
ImInlgratlon Act ........................ ........ 0- ...... ·ia- M * • , 
Motor Vehicle Tbeft Act ............... II I .. '1 Post&1laws ............................. 87 17 10 e I 
1.&ws agalnat OOtlDterfelt~ and rOrrl~. III 6 I • 6 
IDterstate Commerce Act ( III 8eaI Act . l' • 1 1 I 
NlllooUc D~ Act ...................... • 1 -_ .......... -............ I 
Wblte Slave aIllc Act ................ I (I) IJ ....... ie). · .. •· .. if· 1 
Other law. or olfeDle Dot l'lported ...... '6 • 
IlDeludes Federal correctional fDlUtutiona and detention beadquarterl and 00011&,. and cit,. JIlII. 
I Includes peDitentiarlea, relonnar.torl6l, and prIion O&mPl. 
1 !Au tlwi I perosnt. 
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Geographic DlmlhuHon of Areae That Reported luvenne-Court StaHstiCli In 1939 
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INDIVIDUAl. COUIITS 1I["OIiTED 
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