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Criminal Cases in 
Five States, 1983-86. 
Data from the Offender-Based Transaction 
Statistics (OBTS) program for California, 
Minnesota, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Virginia show that these 5 States disposed 
of the cases of 1.9 million persons arrested 
for felonies from 1983 to 1986. Over 1.6 
million of these persons (84%) were prose
cuted, and approximately 1.1 million (62%) 
were convicted of a felony or misde
meanor. During the 4 years more than 
750,000 (39%) of these persons received 
a sentenca to a State prison or local Jail. 

September 1989 Summary of criminal cases 

Other findings from an analysiS of these 
1.9 million records of felony arrests Include 
the following: 

• The number of persons arrested per year 
for a felony Increased 18% from 1983 to 
1986; the number of persons prosecuted 
rose 17%, as did the number convicted; 
and the number of persons sentenced 
to Incarceration was up 28%. 

• Drug offenses as a group showed the 
largest Increases: arrests were up 52%; 
prosecutions, 61 %; convictions, 71 %; 
and sent&nces to Incarceration, 104%. 
Property offenses showed the smallest 
increases. 

• Of every 100 felony arrests during the 
period, 41 were for property crimes, 26 
were for violent crimes, 17 for drug crimes, 
and 15 for public-order crimes. 

The Offender-Based Transaction 
Statistics (OBTS) program provides 
detailed data on the criminal Justice 
processing of those arrested for 
felonies In participating States. For 
1988 as m any as 16 States may con-
tribute OBTS data to BJS. 

This report tracks nearly 2 million 
felony cases disposed of In 5 States 
that provided comparable data from 
1983 to 1986. 

BJS Is grateful to all the States who 
make the OBTS program possible. 

Joseph M. Bessette 
Acting Director 

18% received a sentence to probation; 
14%,a sentence to a fine or other penalty 
without Incarceration; 50%, a sentence to 
a local Jail (usually for less than a year); 
and 18%, to a State prison. 

• Fifteen percent of all felony arrests for 
violent offenses resulted In a sentence to 
a State prlscn. The percentage of arrests 
concluding with a prison sentence was 
10% for property offenses, 9% for drug 
offenses, and 4% for public-order offenses. 

In five States, 1983-86 

1983 1986 

All offenses 
Arrests 443,504 521,786 
Prosecutions 369,945 433,335 
Convictions 274,842 322,808 
Sentences 

Jail 120,035 157,948 
Prison 45,845 54,632 

Violent offenses 
Arrests 120,148 138,026 
Prosecutions 98,585 : 11,326 
Convictions 66,849 72,667 
Sentences 

Jail 24,247 29,337 
Prison 18,526 19,351 

Propertyoffens88 
Arrests 196,269 200,609 
Prosecutions 168,634 172,216 
Convictions 132,143 134,948 
Sentences 

Jail 64,628 72,285 
Prison 19,591 21,300 

Drug offenses 
Arrests 68,447 103,826 
Prosecutions 50,921 81,992 
Convictions 34,364 58,630 
Sentences 

Jail 17,794 35,883 
Prison 5,055 10,832 

Publlc·ordor 
offenslls 

Arrests 58,640 79,325 
Prosecutions 51,805 67,801 
Convictions 41,486 56,543 
Sentences 

Jail 13,366 20,443 
Prison 2,673 3,149 

Percent 
change 

18% 
17 
17 

32 
19 

15% 
13 
g 

21 
4 

2% 
2 
2 

12 
9 

52% 
61 
71 

102 
114 

35% 
31 
36 

53 
18 

Note: The five States are California, Minnesota, 

• Three-fourths of those persons prose
cuted In the five States from 1983 to 1986 
were convicted. Of those convicted, 

• Most persons arrested for a felony were 
male (86%), white (62%), and under age 
30 (66%). 

New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file, please contact us at NCJRS.gov.



Offender·Based Transaction Statistics 

The oaTS program receives Information 
about dispositions of adult felony arrests 
from criminal Justice repositories of partici
pating States. 

California, Minnesota, New York, Pennsyl
vania, and Virginia, which cont rlbuted the 
data analyzed in this report, account for 
about 28% of the Nation's population. 
Atthough they are not necessarily repre
sentative of the United States as a whole, 
the five States do belong to diverse regions 
and contain a broad spectrum of economic 
and demographic characteristics. 

Outcomes of every 100 arrests 
In the five States, 1983·86 

For every 100 felony arrests in the five 
States from 1983 to 1986, 84 prosecutions, 
62 convictions, and 39 sentences to incar
ceration resulted (table 1). About 41 
of every 100 arrests in the five States were 
for property offenses. Next most frequent 
were vioient offenses (26 arrests), drug 
offenses (17), and public-order offenses 
(15). 

Out of avery 100 arrests, 29 resulted in Jail 
sentences: violent offenses (6 sentences), 
property offenses (14), drug offenses (5), 
and public-order offenses (4). Of the 10 
arrest dispositions that were sentences to 
prison, violent offenses accounted for 4; 
property offenses, 4; drug offenses, 2; and 
public-order offenses, 1. 

Results of felony arrests 

Of the 1.9 million persons with dispositions 
of felony arrests In the 5 States from 1983 
to 1986, 795,500 were charged with a 
property crime (table 2). Over 506,300 
were arrested for violent offenses; 
336,700, for drug offenses; and 286,200, 
fOI public-order offenses. (See the box on 
OaTS arrests and offenses.) 

The number of arrests reaching final dispo
sition increased each year from 1983 
through 1986 within every offense cate
gory, except property offenses from 1983 
to 1984 and from 1985 to 1986. For all of· 
fenses the number of arrest dispositions 
grew 18%, from 443,500 in 1983 to 
521,800 In 1986. Arrests for property of
fenses had the smallest percentage gain, 
2%, and arrests for drugs In the five States 
had the largest, 52%. In 1983 authorities 
disposed of 68,400 drug arrests; 3 years 
later, 103,800 drug arrests. 

Table 1. Offender-based transaction statistics In five State8, 1983-86 

For 100arrests 
PubllC-

All Violent Property Drug order 
Dlsposltlon oHenses oHenses oHenses oHenses oHenses 

Numbsrofpersoi1s: 
Arrested 100 
ProGecuted 84 
Convicted 62 
Sentenced to: 

Jail 29 
Prison 10 

Note: The flve States are California, Minnesota, 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 

26 
21 
14 

6 
4 

41 17 15 
36 14 13 
28 9 11 

14 5 4 
4 2 1 

Detall may not add to total because of rounding. 

Table 2, Disposition offelony arrests In five States, 1983-86 

Numbsr 
Percentofeersonsarrestedwhowere: 

Sentenced to 
of persons Prose-

ArrestoHense arrested cuted 

AUollanaea 1.924.778 84% 

1983 443,504 B3 
1984 465,538 84 
1985 493,950 84 
1986 521,786 B3 

Violent offenaes 506,336 82% 

1983 120,148 82 
1984 121,202 82 
1985 126,960 82 
1986 138,026 81 

Property offenses 795,526 86% 

1983 196,269 86 
1984 195,956 86 
1985 202,892 86 
1986 200,609 86 

Drug offenses 336,696 78% 

1983 68,447 74 
1984 75,117 78 
1985 89,306 78 
1986 103,826 79 

Publlc·orderoffenaea 286,220 88% 

1983 58,640 88 
1984 73,263 90 
1985 74,992 89 
1986 79,325 El6 

Note: The five States are California, Mlnnesote, 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Most of the 
Increase In arrests for publlc-ordar offenses between 
1983 and 1984 Is accounted for by a law In Pennsyl-

Con- Incarceration 
vlcted Total Prison 

62% 39% 100;. 

62 ;e 37 10 
63 39 10 
63 40 10 
62 41 11 

55% 
., 

36% 15% 

56 36 15 
56 36 15 
54 35 14 
53 35 14 

67% 45% 10% 

67 43 10 
68 44 10 
67 45 10 
67 47 11 

54% 40% 9% 

50 33 7 
53 37 8 
55 41 9 
57 45 10 

73% 29% 4% 

71 27 5 
75 30 4 
75 30 4 
71 30 4 

vania that changed driving under the influence of al
cohol from a misdemeanor to a felony, making it re
portable under oars definitions. 

~--------------------------------------------------------------~ 
The number of arrest dispositions for pub
lic-order offenses increased 25% from 
1983 to 1984 principally because Pennsyl
vania changed driving under the Influence 
of alcohol {DUI} from a misdemeanor to a 
felony. That change In the number of per
sons arrested for public-order offenses 
carried through to prosecutions and con
victions. 
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More than four-fifths of arrests In the five 
States were prosecuted. The OBTS pro
gram does not collect Information on why 
some cases were not prosecuted. Among 
persons categorized by offense, those 
charged with public-order offenses were 
most likely to be prosecuted (88% of all 
arrests for public-order crimes) and to be 
convicted (73%). Property offenses had 
the next highest prosecution (ate (86% of 
all arrests for property crimes) and convic
tion rate (67%). Regardless of offense cat
egory, the rate of prosecution changed 
little from 1983 to 1986. 

Twenty-nine percent of felony arrests for 
public-order offenses led to sentences of 
Incarceration, compared to 36% of arrests 
for violent offenses, 40% of arrests for 
drugs, and 45% of arrests for property 
offenses. 

Outcomes of prosecutions of persons 
arrested for folonles In the five States 

Of the 1.6 million persons prosecuted In 
the 5 States from 1983 to 1986, courts 
convicted 75% and dismissed the cases of 
24% (table 3). Acquittals or other forms of 
nonconvlction accounted for about 2% of 
all pror,ecutions. The persons prosecuted 
for public-order or property offense arrests 
were more likely to be convicted (83% and 
78%, respectively) than were persons 
prosecuted for drug (70%) or violent (67%) 
offense arrests. 

The annual number of prosecutions of per
sons arrested for property offenses In
creased 2% from 1983 to 1986, and the 
annual number of prosecutions for pub
lic-order offenses Increased by about the 
same percentage from 1984 - the year 
after Pennsylvania Ghanged Its DUllaw
to 1986. 

The number of persons prosecuted after 
their arrest for a violent offense went up 
13%, and the number of drug prosecutions 
Increased 61% (from 50,900 In 1983 to 
82,000 In 1986). The surge In the number 
of prosecutions of drug arrests comprised 
about half the total Increase In prosecu
tions of felony arrests. The Increase 
resulted more from the larger number of 
arrests than from the greater likelihood of 
prosecution. 

Offender-Based Transaction Statistics arrests and offenses 

OBTS collects felony adult arrest 
records that participating States have 
completed processing. (Note, however, 
that OBTS does not obtain data on all 
felony arrest dispositions In a year.) 
Processing begins with fingerprinting 
and ends when the case Is dismissed 
or the arrested person Is acquitted or 
convicted and sentenced. In this report 
all designated years refer to the year of 
final disposition of a case, not Including 
appeals. Aduh Is defined by State 
statute, and OBTS defines felony as any 
crime for which an offender can be Im
prisoned for more than 1 year. OBTS 
data Include cases where a feiony 
charge Is reduced in a conviction to a 
misdemeanor. 

This report uses BJS' standard crime 
definitions and categories. The basic 
categories and major crimes In each are 
as follows: 

Violent crimes - murder and 
nonnegllgent manslaughter, negligent 
manslaughter, kidnaping, rape, other 
sexual assault, robbery, aggravated 
assault 
Property crimes - burglary, larceny or 
theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, fraud, 
embezzlement, stolen property 
Drug crimes - possession, manufac
turing, trafficking of Illegal drugs 
Public-order crimes - weapons, driv
Ing while Intoxicated, disturbing the 
peace, obstructing police, vice, bribery, 
sex offenses not Involving assault, 
parole violations. 

Table 3. Disposition of cases prosecuted In five States, 1983-86 

Percent of persons prosecuted 
whose cases resulted In: 

Number Other 
ofp .. rsons Con- Dls- noncon-

Arrestoffense prosecuted Total vlction missal vlction 

All offenses 1,610,093 100% 75% 24% 2% 

1983 369,898 100 74 24 2 
1984 392,183 100 75 23 2 
1985 414,677 100 75 23 2 
1986 433,335 100 74 24 2 

Violent offenses 412,923 100% 67% 30% 3% 

1983 98,571 100 68 28 4 
1984 99,522 100 68 28 4 
1985 103,504 100 66 30 3 
1986 111,326 100 65 32 3 

Property offens .. , 683,362 100% 78% 20% 1% 

1983 168,616 -100 78 20 1 
1984 168,392 100 79 20 1 
1985 174,138 100 78 20 1 
1986 172,216 100 78 21 1 

Drug offenslls 261,114 100% 70% 30% 1% 

1983 50,918 100 67 32 1 
1984 58,225 100 68 31 1 
1985 69,979 100 70 29 1 
1986 81,992 100 72 28 1 

Publlc-orderoffenBeB 252,694 100% 83% 16% 2% 

1983 51,793 100 80 18 2 
1984 66,044 100 83 15 1 
1985 67,056 100 83 15 2 
1986 67,801 100 83 15 1 

Note: The five States are California, Minnesota, New available. Detail may not add to total because of 
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia Information on the rounding. 
court disposition of 100 cases prosecuted was not 
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'. 
The percentage of convictions for drug 

Table 4. Sentences received by persons arrested for felonies, arrests Increased from 67% of the prose-
cutions In 1983 to 72% In 1986, while the by arrest offense In five Ststes, 1983-86 

percentage of convictions for violent Number Percentol sentences resulting In: 
offense arrests decreased from 68% of Arrest ofpersons Nonlncarceration Incarceration 

prosecutions to 65%. Convictions as a 
offense convicted ToiBl Probation ather ioiBl Jail Prison 

percentage of prosecutions changed All offon8111 1,124,007 33% 18% 15% 67% 50% 17"11. 

slightly for property and public-order 1983 258,375 36 20 16 64 46 18 
offense arrests. 1984 272,641 34 19 15 66 49 17 

1985 290,280 33 18 15 67 50 17 

Sentences received by persons arrested 
1986 302,711 30 16 14 70 52 18 

for felonies Violent offenees 267,212 33% 17"1. 15% 67% 40% 28% 

Of the 1.9 million persons arrested for 
1983 64,592 34 18 15 66 38 29 
1984 65,475 33 18 15 67 39 28 

felonies In the 5 States, 1.1 million were 1985 66,766 33 17 16 67 40 27 

convicted from 1983 to 1986 (table 4). 
1986 70,379 31 16 15 69 42 27 

Two-thirds of the sentences Imposed on Property offenl1l6 520,025 32% 19% 13% 68°/. 53% 15% 

offenders In the five States were to prison 
1983 127,109 34 20 14 66 51 15 

or Jail, and a third of the sentences were to 1984 127,511 33 19 13 67 52 15 
some form of nonlncarceratlon like proba- 1985 133,610 32 19 13 68 53 15 

tlon, fines, restitution, community service, 1986 131,795 29 17 12 71 55 16 

and participation In a treatment program. Drug offlnll. 180,136 26% 16% 10% 74% 68% 16% 

Nearly half (46%) of the persons convicted 
1983 33,848 32 20 13 68 63 16 
1984 38,964 29 18 11 71 66 16 

In the five States were arrested for a prop- 1986 48,926 25 16 10 75 59 16 

erty offense. Nearly a fourth of the per- 1986 58,400 20 12 8 80 61 19 

sons convicted (24%) were arrested for a Publlc·order 
violent offense, and the remaining number afflnll .. 166,634 46% 21% 25% 64% 46% 8% 

of persons had been arrested for drug 1983 32,828 51 25 26 49 41 8 
(16%) or public-order (13%) offenses. 1984 40,691 46 21 25 54 47 7 

1985 40,978 46 20 26 54 46 8 

Convictions following an arrest for a drug 1986 42,137 44 19 25 66 49 7 

offense brought the highest percentage of Nate: The five States are California, Minnesota, New those convicted. Detail may not add to total because 
sentences to Incarceration from among the York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, Information on the of rounding. 

offense categories. Fifty-eight percent of sentence received was not available for 6.5% 01 

09TS offense designations at arrest and at conviction 

An OSTS arrest reccrd may Include two affected the percentages of sentence number within these offense categories 
offense designations: one recorded at types for all offenses. for these same Individuals at the time of 
arrest ~nd one recorded by a court. arrest (tables 4 and 5). The largest re-

I At the court stage the arrest offense auction occurred among violent of-
• Altogether, the 5 States did not prose- designation may be changed by substl- tenses. The total number of violent 
cute about 314,700 arrests in the 4 tutlng another offense (usually one that offense convictions, based on the con-
years; only arrest dispositions were was less serious), by not conVicting the vlctlon offense, was 195,564 - 71,648 
therefore assigned. If a person were ar- arrestee on the most serious of mUltiple less than the total based on the arrest 
rested for more than one offense, the of- charges, or by changing an offense from offense. Only the public-order category 
fense recorded was the most serious. a felony to a misdemeanor. OSTS can- had a greater number when categorized 

not account for multiple charges for dlf- by conviction offense than when catego-
• About 12,400 more arrest offenses ferent or Identical offenses. rlzed by arrest offense. In a comparison 
than conviction offenses were Identlfled of conviction data for the same Indlvldu-
In the data from California, Minnesota, In this study the number of persons con- als, the 156,634 public-order offenses at 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. vlcted of violent, property, and drug of- arrest Increased by more than 71 % to 
These missing cases only slightly fenses was 13% smaller than the 268,605 at conviction. 

4 



the drug offenders received sentences to 
Jail, and 16% received sentences to prison. 
About 67% of the sentences for violent or 
property offenses, as designated at arrest, 
were terms of Incarceration - with the 
percentage of prison sentences for violent 
offenses being almost double that for prop
erty offenses. 

Of all convicted persons, those convicted 
after an arrest for a public-order offense 
were the most likely to receive a penalty 
other than a term in jailor prison and the 
most likely to receive an alternative to pro
bation. Forty-six percent of the persons 
found guilty of a publlc-order offense re
ceived a nonlncarceration sentence; of 
these offenders, slightly more than half re
ceived sentences other than probation. 

Based on conviction offense rather than 
arrest offense, the overall pattern of types 
of sentences does not change (table 5). 
Drug offenders, compared to persons con
victed of other types of offenses, had the 
highest percentage of sentences to prison 
or Jail (78%). Persons convicted of pub
lic-order offenses had the lowest percent
age of Incarceration sentences (50%). 
Over the 4-year period and for every of
fense category, the percentage of persons 
sentenced to Incarceration Increased. For 
example, a larger percentage of drug of
fenders received sentences to either Jailor 
prison in 1986 (83%) than In 1983 (71 %). 
Conversely, sentences to nonlncarceratlon 
declined from 29% of all sentences for 
drugs in 1983 to 17% In 1986. 

The sentences received by convicted per
sons who were arrested for crimes of high 
concern (homicide, sexual assault, robe 
bery, aggravated assault, and burglary) 
were predominantly sentences to incarcer
ation (table 6). The more serious the of
fense category, the higher was the 
percentage of sentences to prison. 

Among those convicted, 70% of the per
sons arrested for homicide, a category In
cluding murder and manslaughter, 
received a prison sentence. Sentences to 
prison comprised the following percent
ages of convictions: 42% of persons 
arrested for robbery, 40% of those ar
rested for sexual assault, 22% of those 
arrested for burglary, and 9% of those 
arrested for aggravated assault. 

-------

Table 5. Sentences received by persons arrested for felonies, 
by conviction offense In five States, 1983-86 

Number Percentol sentences resultln\1ln: 
Conviction of persons Nonincarceraiion Incarc6raiion 
offense convicted Total Probation Other Total Jall Prison 

Alloffeneeo 1,111,572 32% 18% 14% 68% 50% 18% 

1983 255,894 35 20 15 65 47 18 
1984 269,184 33 19 14 67 49 17 
1985 287,124 32 18 14 68 51 17 
1986 299,420 29 16 13 71 53 18 

Violent offen see 195,564 27% 17% 10% 73% 38% 35% 

1983 46,324 28 19 9 72 36 36 
1984 47,922 28 18 10 72 37 35 
1985 48,586 28 17 10 72 39 34 
1986 52,732 25 16 9 75 41 34 

Propertyoffenaea 483,584 28% 19% 9% 72% 55% 17% 

1983 118,554 30 21 9 70 53 17 
1984 118,584 29 20 9 71 54 17 
1985 123,787 28 20 9 72 55 17 
1986 122,659 25 17 8 75 57 18 -

Drugofflnl .. 163,819 22% 16% 7% 78% 60% 18% 

1983 29,968 29 19 10 71 64 18 
1984 36,070 26 17 9 74 68 16 
1985 44,839 22 15 7 78 82 17 
1986 63,942 17 12 6 83 63 20 

Publlo'ordlr 
offln.11 268,606 50% 19% 31% 50% 44% 6% 

1983 61,048 54 22 33 46 40 6 
1984 67,558 49 19 30 51 45 6 
1985 69,912 49 19 30 51 45 6 
1986 70,087 48 17 30 52 46 6 

Note: The five States are California, Minnesota, New Information on the conviction offense code and lor 
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. the sentence received was not available for 7.6% of 
Detall may not add to total because 01 rounding. those convicted. 

Table 6. Sentences received by persons arrested for felonies, 
by selected arrest offenses In five States, 1983-86 

Number Elltl:enlgislloWCQIlS tllSLlllicg Ic' 
Arrest olpersons lIIr:mincatcaratlcn Inca[ca[atlon 
offense convicted Total Probation Other Total Jail Prison 

Homicide 17,401 12% 8% 3% 88% 19% 70% 
Sexual assault 24,213 22 17 5 78 38 40 
Robbery 90,578 22 14 8 78 36 42 
Aggravated 
assault 114,838 45 21 24 55 46 9 
Burglary 202,523 23 15 8 77 55 22 

Note: The five States are California, Minnesota, New Detall may not add to total because 01 rounding. 
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 
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Sex, race, and age of persons arrested percentages differed according to the of- Probation, Jail, and prison dispositions 
for felonies In the five States fense category. For violent offenses, 52% 

of the persons arrested were white and The distribution of offenses varied within 
The majority of persons arrested for 48% were black. For both property and the three main types of sentences Imposed 
felonies In the five States were male, white, drug offenses, 64% of the persons (table 8). Those sentenced to prison wer6~ 
and under 30 years of age (table 7). The arrested were white and 36% were black. more likely to have committed a violent of-
characteristics of the arrestees did not Of those arrested for public-order offenses, fense and less likely to have committed a 
change appreciably during the 4 years 76% were white and 24%, black. public-order offense than those sentenced 
reported. to Jail or probation. Persons given proba-

More than 49% of felony arrests In the five tlon were much more likely to have com-
Men predominated among persons ar- States were arrests of persons 20 to 29 mltted a public-order offense than persons 
rested for any f'910ny, but especially for years old, except for public-order offenses. sentenced to Jail or prison. Unlike types of 
violent offenses (90% male) and pub- Those age 40 or older accounted for 21 % sentences discussed prlilvlously, probation 
IIc-order offenses (88%). The larger per- of the public-order arrests during the pe- Includes awards of probation before judg-
centages of women were among arrests rlod; they were 8% to 11 % of the persons ment, with about a fourth of the 278,000 
for drug offenses (15% female) and prop- arrested for other categories of offenses. receiving probation during the period. 
erty offenses (17%). Regardless of offense category, persons 

In their thirties comprised 22% to 25% of While violent offenders composed 18% of 
Sixty-two percent of persons arrested for all arrestees. Those arrested for property everyone receiving one of the three types 
a felony were white, 37% were black, and offenses and those arrested for violent of dispositions In the five States, almost 
1% were Native Americans, Asians, or offenses closely resembled one another 35% of those receiving a prison sentence 
Pacific Islanders. The racial group In age categories. had been convicted of a violent offense. 

Robbery accounted for more than half the 
percentage of prison sentences for violent 

Table 7. Sex, race, and age of persons arrested for felonies In five States, 1983-86 
offenses. Persons convicted of assau~ re-
ceived more than half the sentences that 

Percent of those arrested were to probation or Jail for violent of-

Ond!!r 
i'i~e 

40and 
fenses. 

Arrest Sex Race 
offense Total Male Female White Black Other 20 2('-24 25-29 30-39 over 

All 
Burglary accounted for nearly half (21%) 

off.n.e. 100% 86% 14% 62% 37% 1% 15% 29% 22% 23% 11% the total percentage of persons given 

1983 100 87 13 61 39 15 30 21 22 12 
prison sentences for property offenses 

1984 100 86 14 62 37 14 30 22 23 12 
(43%). Burglary also accounted for 11% 

Hl85 100 86 14 63 36 17 29 22 22 11 of the sentences to jail and 6% of the sen-
1986 100 86 14 63 37 15 28 22 24 11 tences to probation. Among property of-

Vlolant fenses larceny had the largest percentages 
offensGs 100% 90% 10% 52% 48% 1% 17% 29% 21% 22% 11% for sentences to probation (14%) and to Jail 

1983 100 90 10 50 49 18 30 20 21 11 
(18%). Larceny comprised 9% of the 

1984 100 91 9 51 48 17 29 21 22 11 prison sentences. 
1985 100 90 10 52 47 18 28 21 22 11 
1986 100 90 10 52 47 16 28 22 23 11 Drug offenses composed 18% of the sen-

Property tences to Jail, 15% of the sentences to 
offenees 10(\% 83% 17% 64% 36% 1% 19% 30% 21% 22% 9% prison, and 9% of the probation terms In 

1983 100 84 16 63 37 19 31 20 21 9 the 1983-86 period. Public-order offenses, 
1984 100 83 17 63 36 17 31 21 22 9 which accounted for 23% of all the sen-
1985 100 82 18 65 34 20 29 21 21 8 tences handed down, comprised 37% of 
1986 1CO 83 17 64 35 19 29 21 23 8 all probation terms, 21 % of Jail sentences, 

Drug and 8% of prison sentences In the five 
offen881 100% 85% 15% 64% 36% 11% 31% 26% 24% 8% States. 

1963 100 84 16 64 35 9 31 26 24 9 
1984 100 84 16 64 36 9 31 26 25 9 Methodology 
1985 100 85 15 65 35 12 31 25 24 8 
1986 100 85 15 63 37 12 30 26 25 8 

Local criminal Justice agencies record 
P!,lbJlc'order arrest data and other Information on finger-
oilenaee 100% 88% 12% 76% 24% 8% 24% 21% 25% 21% print cards and disposition documents. 

1983 100 89 11 71 28 8 25 19 25 23 The agencies forward the data to a State's 
1984 100 88 12 76 23 7 25 21 25 22 criminal Information repository that updates 
1985 100 88 12 77 23 9 25 21 25 20 
1986 1tlo 88 12 77 23 8 24 22 27 19 appropriate master records. OBTS re-

ceives data from the repositories. OBTS 
Note: The sex, race, and age of persons arrestBd and VirgInia. coverage may remain Incomplete within 
for felonIes were reported In 99.2%, 97.2%, and --Less than .5%. the reporting States for several reasons. 
97.4% of the cases, respectively. The five States are Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 

Not all law enforcement agencies flnger-CalifornIa, Minnesota, New York, Pennsylvania, 
print all persons arrested, and some 
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Tablo 8. Offenses of persons with a court disposition of probation, Jail, 
or prison In five States, 1983-86 

Court-disposed T~~e of court action or sentence 
Probation' Jail Prison offense Total 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Violent offenaell 17.8% 14.6% 13.4% 34.7% 
Homicide 1.2 .2 .3 5.1 
Kidnaping .2 .1 .1 .7 
Sexual assault 

Rape .4 .1 .1 1.8 
Other sexual assault .7 .7 .7 .g 
Type unspecified .6 .2 .4 1.7 

Robbery 5.7 2.6 2.7 18.6 
Assault 7.7 S.8 7.9 5.4 
Other violent 1.2 1.8 1.2 .4 

PropertyollenBH 44.2% 38.8% 47.5% 42.7% 
Burglary 11.3 5.5 10.7 21.2 
Larceny 14.9 13.6 17.7 8.6 
Motor vehicle theft 2.9 2.0 3.5 2.2 
Arson .4 .3 .4 .7 
Fraud 6.6 7.7 6.2 5.8 
Stolen property 6.0 7.1 6.2 3.6 
Other property 2.3 2.5 2.7 .5 

Drug ollenall 14.9% 9.4% 17.7% 14.7% 

Publlo·ordllrolfenaes 23.1% 37.3% 21.4% 8.0% 
Weapons 4.6 6.6 4.0 3.2 
Other public-order 18.6 30.7 17.4 4.7 

Number 1,029,778 277,990 556,358 195,430 

Note: The five Slates are California, Minnesota, New 
York, Pennsylvania, and VIrginia. Detail may not add 
to total because of rounding. 

do not submit all their fingerprint cards. 
Offenders sometimes surrender directly to 
a court and are not fingerprinted. Even 
when a fingerprint card Is flied, the prose
cutor or court may not report the final dis
position. 

BJS annually solicits State repositories to 
extract and submit data from the master 
records, following OBTS guidelines. Some 
States are In the process of automating 
their criminal-history flies and cannot par
ticipate. Other States have not joined be
cause of Insufficient reporting by local 
agencies, criminal-history flies not de
Signed for statistical extraction, or lack 
of resources. 

To allow compara.bliity among States, the 
OBTS standards use the FBI's National 
Crime Information Center (NCIC) offense 
codes. To ensure privacy an OBTS record 
uses as personal Identifiers only an en
crypted Identification number (to permit 
study of repeat offenders), sex, race, and 
age. 

OBTS data are based on the year of final 
disposition, not on the year of arrest. 
Thus, an OBTS year Includes arrests that 
occurred In an earlier year. A final 

oU.S. G.P.O. 1989-262-190,00019 

'Includes grants of probation awarded by a court be
fore judgment 

disposition refers to either a decision not to 
prosecute or a trial court finding, not to an 
appeal. 

In addition to the five States Included In 
this report, Alabama, Alaska, Delaware, 
Georgia, Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Utah, 
and the Virgin Islands have provided OBTS 
data. The 1987 data submission also In
cluded New Jersey and Vermont for the 
first time. Additional States are expected 
to participate over the next few years. 

Access to data 

OBTS data are available for the disposition 
years 1980 through 1986. Data for 1987 
ar'3 being processed and should be avail
able In October 1989. Data for 1988 
should be available by the spring of 1990. 
Researchers Interested In analyzing the 
OBTS data may access them through the 
National Archive of Criminal Justice Data 
(NACJD) at the University of Michigan. 
Information can be obtained from NACJDI 
ICPSR, P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 
48106; telephone (800) 999-0960. 
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The Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Special Reports are prepared princi
pally by BJS staff. The staff of the 
State Statistical Programs Branch 
wrote this report. Thomas Hester 
edited It. Marianne Zawltz provided 
technical assistance. Marilyn 
Marbrook, publications unit chief, 
administered production, assisted by 
Jayne Pugh, Yvonne Boston, and 
Tina Dorsey. 

September 1989, NCJ-118798 

The Assistant Attorney General, 
Office of Justice Programs, coordi
nates the activities of the following 
program offices and bureaus: Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, National Institute 
of Justice, Buroau of Justice Assist
ance, Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention, and Office 
for Victims of Crime. 



To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy 
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to: 

o If your mailing label below is correct, 
check here and do not fill in 
your name and address. 

Name: 

Title: 

Organ ization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number. ( 

Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Box 6000 
Rockville, M D 20850 

Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above): 

Please put me on the mailing list for

O Law enforcement reports-national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' departments: operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 
spending, policies, programs 

o Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from inves
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime data-sentencing 
and time served by drug offenders, 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
inmates and State prisoners, and 
other quality data on drugs, crime, 
and law enforcement 

o Justice expenditure and employment 
reports-annual spending and 
staffing by Federal/State/local 
governments and by function 
(police, courts, etc.) 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20531 

Specn21ll 
R~Jl))o>rt 

o White-collar crime-data on the 
processing of Federal white-collar 
crime cases 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and information 
policy-new legislation; maintaining 
and releasing intelligence and inves
tigative records; data quality 
issues 

o Juvenile corrections reports
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correctional 
facilities 

o BJS bulletins and special reports
timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

o Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case processing from 
prosecution through court disposi
tion, State felony laws, felony 
sentencing, criminal defense 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 

1m 1ltHM Wili.Iiii£j<~u 
.t:ee:e ,,~ 

You will receive an 
annual renewal card. 
If you do not return it, 
we must drop you from 
the mailing list. 

o Corrections reports-results of 
sample surveys and censuses of jails, 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

o National Crime Survey reports-the 
only regular national survey of 
crime victims 

o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)-broad-based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ tables, 
100+ figures, subject index, 
annotated bibliography, -addresses 
of sources) 

o Send me a form to sign up for NCJ 
Reports (free 6 times a year), which 
abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice 
publications and lists upcoming 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 
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