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Criminal victimizations in the United 
States increased by nearly 613,000 to 
about 34.7 million in 1987 for persons 
age 12 and older, according to the 
National Crime Survey (N CS). This 
1.8% increase in overall crimes ended a 
trend that saw criminal victimizations 
reduced in 1986 to their lowest level in 
the IS-year history of the NCS; how
ever, as in 1985, overall crime was 
about 16% below the 41.5 million vic
timizations reported in thefeak year of 
1981 (figure 1 and table 1). The 
increase in the number of victimiza
tions was largely caused by an increase 
in household crimes, which rose 2.3% 
from the 1986 level of 15.4 million. 

Although there was a slight increase 
in the total numbe. of victimizations in 
1987, victimization rates per 1,000 
persons or households showed no signifi-

1For definition of the crimes measured by the 
National Crime Survey and a descdptlon of NCS 
operations, see Measuring Cri~ BJS Bulletin, 
NCJ-75710, February 1981. 

October 1988 

The data in this bulletin update 
the preliminary estimates of vic
timization in 1987, which were re
leased in March of this year. The 
overall level of crime increased mar
ginally, but the victimization rate 
remained stable from last year. For 
each of the past 3 years, the num
ber of crimes has been lower than in 
any of the preceding 12 years of the 
National Crime Survey (NCS). 

The NCS measures both crimes 
reported to the police and crimes 
not reported. Although nearly two
thirds of all NCS crimes, including 
about half of all violent crimes, are 
not reported to police, this year's 
survey indicates once aGain that 
reporting rates have increased sig
nificantly since the survey first 
began in 1973. 

Joseph M. Bessette 
Acthlg Director 
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Table 1. Vi(!timization levcls for selected crimes, 1913-81 
- ---------- - - -----------------------------~------------__l 

l'IlIlTl~r ()J_yl£!im.~atio~ili!),OOO's) 
----.~---

Total 
. _._------------ .. - - ------~-- -_ . 

1973 35,661 
1974 38,411 
1975 39,266 
1976 39,318 
1977 40,314 

1978 40,412 
1979 41,249 
1980 40,252 
1981 41,454 
1982 39,756 

1983 37,001 
1984 35,544 
1985 34,864 
1986 34,118 
1987 34,731 

Percent chnnge, 
1981-87 n 

-16.296b 

Q,rotal victimizations peaked in 1981. 

--~ ---~-----------------

Violent Personal Household 
crimes theft crimes 

----_. _. "'.~-~~ .. ----~---~---

5,350 14,970 15,340 
5,510 15,889 17,012 
5,573 16,294 17,400 
5,599 16,519 17,199 
5,902 16,933 17,480 

5,941 17,050 17,421 
6,159 16,382 18,708 
6,130 15,300 18,821 
6,582 15,863 19,009 
6,459 15,553 17,744 

5,903 14,657 16,440 
6,021 13,789 15,733 
5,823 13,474 15,568 
5,515 13,235 15,368 
5,061 13,344 15,726 

-14.096b -15.996b -17.396b 

~he difference is statistically significant 
at the 9596 confidence level. 

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file, please contact us at NCJRS.gov.
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cant change during the year for either 
personal or household crimes. Among 
crimes against persons, neither the rates 
for crimes of violence nor for crimes of 
theft showed any measurable change. 
The victimization rate for crimes of vi
olence, however, was about 1996 lower 
than its peak in 1981 (figure 2). 

The National Crime Survey obtains 
information on criminal victimizations, 
whether or not the crime was reported 
to the police. About 3796 of all cri mes 
measured by the NCS were reported to 
the police, a similar proportion to that 
recorded in 1986. 

Tablc 2. Changes in vlctimil'.8tion lcvels and rates !or personal and household crimes, 1986-87 

Number of victimizations (1,OOO's) Victimization rates 
Percent Percent 
chan&"e change 

1986 1987 1986-87 1986 1987 1986-87 

All crimes 34,118 34,731 1.896a ... ... ... 
Personal crimes 18,751 19,005 1.496 95.6 96.1 .596 

Crimes of violencc 5,515 5,661 2.6 28.1 28.6 1.8 
Completed 2,049 2,086 1.8 10.4 10.5 1.0 
Attempted 3,466 3,575 3.1 17.7 18.1 2.3 

Rapec 130 141 8.4 .7 .7 7.6 
Robbery 1,009 1,030 2.1 5.1 5.2 1.3 

Completed 622 678 9.1 3.2 3.4 8.2 
With injury 234 276 17.8 1.2 1.4 16.9 
Without injury 388 402 3.8 2.0 2.0 2.9 

Attempted 387 352 -9.1 2.0 1.8 -9.8 
With injury 117 97 -16.7 .6 .5 -17.3 
Without injury 271 255 -5.8 1.4 1.3 -6.6 

Assault 4,376 4,489 2.6 22.3 22.7 1.7 
Aggravated 1,543 1,543 0 7.9 7.8 -.8 

Completed with injury 562 481 -14.4b 2.9 2.4 -15.1 b 
Attempted assault 

with weapon 981 1,062 8.3 5.0 5.4 7.4 
Simple 2,833 2,946 4.0 14.4 14.9 3.1 

Completed with injury 820 862 5.1 4.2 4.4 4.3 
Attempted assault 

without weapon 2,013 2,084 3.5 10.3 10.5 2.7 

Crimes of theft 13,235 13,344 .8 67.5 67.5 0 

Completed 12,402 12,510 .9 63.2 63.3 ° Attempted 833 834, .1 4.2 4.2 -.7 

Personal larceny with contact 536 509 -5.1 2.7 2.6 -5.9 
Purse snatchillg 163 185 13.3 .8 .9 12.4 
Pocket pickln&" 373 324 -13.2 1.9 1.6 -13.9 

Personal larceny 
without contact 12,699 12,835 1.1 64.7 64.9 .3 
Completed 11,895 12,064 1.4 60.6 61.0 .6 

Less than $50 5,516 5,317 -3.6 28.1 26.9 -4.4 
$50 or more 5,731 6,163 7.5a 29.2 31.2 6.7 a 
Amount not available 648 584 -9.9 3.3 3.0 -10.7 

Attempted 804 771 -4.1 4.1 3.9 -4.9 

Household crimes 15,368 15,726 2.396b 170.0 171.4 .896 

Completed 13,064 13,263 1.5
b 

144.5 144.5 0 
Attempted 2,304 2,463 6.9 25.5 26.8 5.3 

Household burglal'Y 5,557 5,623 1.2 61.5 61.3 -.3 
Completed 4,307 4,277 -.7 47.6 46.6 -2.2 

Forcible entry 1,813 1,963 8.3 20.1 21.4 6.7 
Unlawful entry 

-7.3b without force 2,494 2,313 27.6 25.2 -8.6a 
Attempted forcible entry 1,249 J.,347 7.8 13.S 14.7 6.2 

Househo ~d larceny .8,455 8,624 2.0 93.5 S4.0 .5 
Completed 7,869 8,018 1.9 87.1 87.4 .4 

Less than $50 3,434 3,459 .7
b 

38.0 37.7 -.8 
$50 or more 3,884 4,080 5.1

b 
43.0 44.5 3.5 

Amount not available 551 479 -13.2 0.1 5.2 -14.5 
Attempted 586 607 3.5 6.5 6.6 2.0 

Motor vehicle theft 1,356 1,479 9.1 15.0 16.1 7.4 
Completed 888 969 9.1 9.8 10.6 7.5 
Attempted 468 510 8.9 5.2 5.6 7.3 

Note: Detail may not add to total shown because of round- ... N ot applicable. 
ing. Percent chsnge Is based on unrounded figures. Vlctim- a,.he difference is statistically signi-
ization rates are calculated on the basis of the .lumber of ~ant at the 9596 confidence le¥el. 
victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 and older or per he dlfferent:e is statistically slgnl-
1,000 households. The population age 12 and older grew ficant at the 9096 confidence level. 
from 196,160,200 in 1986 to 19'1,769,500 in 1987, an increase C.rhe~e were 1.2 rapes per 1,000 women 
of 0.896. The number of households grew from 90,394,700 to age 12 and older in 1986 and 1.3 in 1987. 
91,764,000 between 1986 and 1987, an increase of 1.596. 
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For the first time, differences in 
criminal victimizations were examined 
among the Nation's four regions-
Northeast, Midwest, South, and West. 
For both personal and household crimes, 
people in the West experienced the 
highest rate of victimization, at 125.4 
per 1,000 persons and 222.8 per 1,000 
households, respectively. The Midwest 
and South had the next two highest 
rates fOl' personal crimes at 101.3 and 
91 per 1,000 persons, respectively; 
however, for household crimes, the 
South had a higher rate than the Mid
west (179.1 and 166 per 1,000 house
holds, respectively). The Northeast had 
the lowest victimization rate for both 
personal and household crimes (70.7 per 
1,000 persons and 115.9 per 1,000 
households, respectively). 

Personal crimes were stable 

The victimization rate per 1,000 
persons for all personal crimes 
combined--rape, robbery, assault, and 
personallarceny--remained basically 
unchanged between 1986 and 1987; 
there were also no measurable changes 
in any major category of crimes against 
persons (table 2). 

Among the specific categories of 
crimes of violence, however, there was 
one significant change in victimization 
rates from 1986: Aggravated assault 
with injury decreased by 1596, from 2.9 
to 2.4 per 1,000 persons. The rate of 
assault, which had remained stable for 
the 3 years prior to 1986, was 696 lower 
than the 1985 rate (tables 3 and 4). The 
rate in 1987--22.7 victimizations per 
1,000 persons--was 1796 lower than its 
high point in 1979 (figure 2). The 
robbery rate for 1987 was lower than 
that for any year between 1973 and 
1983. Since 1984, however, there has 
been no measurable change in the rate 
for robbery. 

As in crimes ot' violence, there was 
no measurable difference in the overall 
rate of personal crimes of theft between 
1986 and 1987. The only significant 
increase was in completed personallar
ceny without contact with a loss of 
more than $5\i_-Up by 796 from 29.2 to 
31.2 per 1,000 persons. The victimiza
tion rate for personal crimes of theft 
was about 3196 lower than its peak in 
1977-down to 67.5 from 97.3 per 1,000 
persons. 

There were no measurable changes in 
the rates for rape and some of the 
smaller categories of personal crimes, 
such as purse snatching and pocket 
picking, possibly because these crimes 
occur far less often than other cate-
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Table 3. Victimization rates for personal and household crimes, 1S73-87 

Victimization rates Qer 1,000 Qersons age 12 and older or Qer 1,000 households 
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 198,1 1985 1986 1987 

Personal crimes 123.6 128.1 128.9 128.7 131.2 130.5 126.4 116.3 120.5 116.8 107.9 103.2 99.4 95.6 96.1 

Crimes of violence 32.6 33.0 32.8 32.6 33.9 33.7 34.5 33.3 35.3 34.3 31.0 31.4 30.0 28.1 28.6 
Rape 1.0 1.0 .9 .8 .9 1.0 1.1 .9 1.0 .8 .8 .9 .7 .7 .7 
Robbe7Y 6.7 t.2 6.8 6.5 6.2 5.9 6.3 6.6 7.4 7.1 6.0 5.7 5.1 5.1 5.2 
Assault 24.9 24.8 25.2 25.3 26.8 26.9 27.2 25.8 27.0 26.4 24.1 24.7 24.2 22.3 22.7 

Aggravated 10.1 10.4 9.6 9.9 10.0 9.7 3.9 9.3 9.6 9.3 8.0 9.0 8.3 7.9 7.8 
Simple 14.8 14.4 15.6 15.4 16.8 17.2 17.3 16.5 17.3 17.1 16.2 15.7 15.9 14.4 14.9 

Cri m es of theft 91.1 95.1 96.0 96.1 97.3 96.8 91.9 83.0 85.1 82.5 76.9 71.8 69.4 67.5 67.5 
Personal larceny 

with contact 3.1 3.1 3.1 2.9 2.7 3.1 2.9 3.0 3.3 3.1 3.0 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.6 
Personal larceny 

without contact 88.0 92.0 92.9 93.2 94.6 93.6 89.0 80.0 81.9 79.5 74.0 69.1 66.7 64.7 64.9 

Household crimes 217.8 235.7 236.5 229.5 228.8 223.4 235.3 227.4 226.0 208.2 189.8 178.7 174.4 170.0 171.4 

Household burglary 91.7 93.1 91.7 88.9 88.5 86.0 84.1 84.3 87.9 78.2 70.0 64.1 62.7 61.5 61.3 
Household larceny 107.0 123.8 125.4 124.1 123.3 119.9 133.7 126.5 121.0 113.9 105.2 99.4 97.5 93.5 94.0 
Motor vehicle theft 19.1 18.8 19.5 16.5 17.0 17.5 17.5 16.7 17.1 16.2 14.6 15.2 14.2 15.0 16.1 

Note: Detail may not add to total shown because of the rates for 1987 and each preceding year are identified in 
rounding. Statistically significant differences between table 4. 

Table 4. Comparison of changes in victimization rates for personal and household crimes, 1973-87 

Percent change in victimization rates 
1973-87 1974-87 1975-87 1976-87 1977-87 1978-87 1979-87 1990"S7 1981-87 1982-87 1983-87 1984-87 1985-87 1986-87 

Personal crimes -22.3% -25.0% -25.4% -25.3% -26.7% -26.4% -24.0% -17.3% -20.2% 

Crimes of violence -12.1 -13.2 -12.9 -12.1 -15.6 -15.1 -17.1 -14.0 -19.0 
Rape -25.3· -27.6 -22.0· -15.5" -20.2· -26.8· -34.3 -24.5· -2S.3* 
Robbery -22.7 -27.4 -22.9 -19.3 -16.2 -11.5 -16.8 -20.6 -29.7 
Assault -8.7 -8.6 -9.8 -10.2 -15.3 -15.5 -16.6 -11.8 -15.8 

Aggravated -22.5 -24.9 -18.8 -20.9 -21.8 -19.5 -21.4 -lS.8 -19.1 
Simple .7· 3.2· -4.2* -3.3* -11.4 -13.2 -13.8 -9.6 -14.0 

Crimes of theft -2S.9 -29.1 -29.7 -29.8 -30.6 -30.3 -26.6 -18.7 -20.7 
Personal larceny 

with contact -16.3 -17.4 -16.8 -11.1* -3.0" -17.6 -10.S* -lS.2'" -20.9 
Personal lal'ceny 

without contact -26.2 -29.5 -30.2 -30.4 -31.4 -30.7 -27.1 -18.9 -20.7 

Household crimes -21.3% -27.3% -27.5% -25.3% -2S.1% -23.3% -27.2% -24.6% -24.2% 

Household burglary -33.2 -34.2 -33.2 -31.1 -30.S -2S.7 -27.1 -27.3 -30.3 
Household larceny -12.2 -24.1 -2S.0 -24.3 -23.S -21.6 -29.7 -2S.7 -22.3 
Motor vehicle theft -15.6 -14.4 -17.3 -2.2'" -5.1* -8.0' -S.O· -3.5· -S.8· 

Note: Percent change was calculated using rates "The difference is not statistically Significant 
that were rounded to the nearest hundredth. at the 9096 confidence level. 

Trends in victimization rates of personal crimes, 1973-87 
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-16.5 -7.6 -8.7 -4.6· 1.8* 
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gories of personal crimes; consequently, 
actual changes in their levels or rates 
are much more difficult to measure. 

Household crimes show a slight increase 

The overall number of household 
crimes increased marginally between 
1986 and 1987, showing a 2.3% change. 
However, the overall victimization rate 
per 1,000 households as well as individ
ual rates for the three categories of 
household crimes measured by the NCS-
burglary, household larceny, and motor 
vehicle theft--remained basically un
changed between 1986 and 1987. 

The rate for burglary was 61.3 per 
1,000 households; household larceny oc
curred at a rate of 94 per 1,000 house
holds; and motor vehicle theft occurred 
at a rate of 16.1 per 1,000 households. 
The burglary rate was lower than for 
any year between 1973 and 1983, though 
it has not been measurably different 
since 1984 (figure 3). The overall 
household larceny rate was lower than 
for any time between 1973 and 1984. 

West shows highest crime rates 

In 1987 the West was the region most 
vulnerable to cl'ime in the Nation. 
Personal crimes and household crimes 
occurred at ratcs of 125.4 per 1,000 
persons and 222.8 per 1:000 households: 
respectively (table 5). The Northeast 
was the least vulnerable to crime; the 
personal crime rate was 70.7 per 1,000 
persons, and the househc,ld crime rate 
was 115.9 per 1,000 households. The 
Midwest experienced a higher personal 
crime rate than the South (101.3 versus 
91 per 1,000 persons, resp!!ctively). 
However, for the household crimes, the 
South had a higher victimization rate 
than the Midwest (179.1 versus 166 per 
1,000 households, respectively). 

Between 1986 and 1987 the West was 
the only region to show an increase in 
its personal crime rate (8.6%). The 
South had a 4.8% decrease in its per
sonal crime rate from last year, and 
neither the Northeast nor the Midwest 
had measurable changes in their person
al crime rates. The yearly rate of 
change in personal crime rates was also 
greater for the West than for the North
east 01' the South. None of the regions 
experienced a significant change in 
household crimes from last year. 

Table 5. Victimization rates for personal and household crimes, by region, 1986-87 

.. 

Trends in victimization rates 
of household crimes, 1973·87 
Number (If victimizations 
per 1,000 households 
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Victimization rates Qer 1,000 Qersons age 12 and older or Qer 1,000 households 
Northeast Midwest South West -Percent Percent Percent Percent 

change change change change 
1986 1987 1986-87 1986 1987 1986-87 1986 1987 1986-87 1986 1987 1986-87 

Personal crimes 72.6 70.7 -2.696 99.3 101.3 1.996 95.5 91.0 -4.896b 115,4 125.4 8.696a 

Crimes of violence 20.7 21.1 2.1 30.7 :11.4 2.5 27.3 26.6 -2.5 34,1 36.5 6.9 
Robbery 5.1 5.9 16.4 5.8 4.9 -15.2 4.3 4.5 4.0 5.8 6.1 4.8 
Assault 15.4 14.6 -5.3 :: 1.1 25.8 6.9 22.2 21.4 -3.6 27.6 29.7 7.6 

Aggravated 4.8 4.5 -5.9 7.2 7.9 10.3 9.5 7.9 -17.6a 9.2 11.1 20.7 
Simple 10.6 10.0 -5.0 17.0 17.9 5.5 12.7 13.5 7.0 18.5 18.7 1.0 

Crimes of theft 51.9 49.6 -4.5 68.7 69.8 1.7 68.2 64.3 -S.7b 81.3 88.9 9.48 

Personal larceny 
with contact 4.1 3.6 -13.0 2.4 2.4 -2.6 2.1 1.8 -11.3 2.8 3.0 9.2 

Personal larceny 
-5.Sb 9.4a without contact 47.8 46.0 -3.8 66,2 67.5 1.8 66,1 62.5 78.5 85.9 

Total population age 12 
and over (in 1,000's) 41,551 41,648 .2 49,163 48,986 -.4 66,462 67,822 2.0 38,984 39,313 .8 

Household crimes 114.8 115.9 1.096 169.6 166.0 -2.296 179.2 179.1 -.196 212.7 222.8 4.796 

Household burglary 38.6 40.7 5.4 63.6 59.1 -7.0 68.5 70.6 3,1 71.0 69.6 -2.0 
Household larceny 59.4 60.2 1.3 91.1 91.8 ,8 98.6 94.1 -4.6 123.7 131.6 6.4 
Motor vehicle theft 16.7 15.0 -10.4 15.0 15.0 .3 12.2 14.4 18.2 18.0 21.6 20.2 

Total number 
of households 
(In l,OOO's) 18,967 19,176 1.1 :l2,891 22,870 -.1 30,369 31,293 3.0 18,168 18,425 1.4 

Note: Detail may not add to totals shown because of tLrhe difference is statistically significant at the 
rounding. Percent change is based on unrounded numbers. ~96 confidence level. 
Rape rates ttl'e inclUded in crimes of violence but are not he diffe-:ence is statistically significant at the 

I 
shown separately because of too few sample cases within 9096 confidence level. 
each region for statistically reliable comparisons. 
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Police reporting remains at the highest 
level recorded 

About 3796 of all NCS crimes In 1987 
were reported to the police, the same 
as the 1986 reporting level. The 1987 
rate of reporting for all NCS crimes 
remained at the highest level ever re
corded by the NCS and was 1496 higher 
than the 1973 reporting rate (table 6 

, and figure 4). About half of all violent 
crimes, two-fifths of all household 
crimes, and slightly more than a fourth 
of all crimes of personal theft were 
reported to the police. 

H ..,·~s • 

The proportion of all crimes reported 
to the police in 1987 was similar to the 
level recorded during 1986. As in the 
past, motor vehicle theft, with roughly 
7 in every 10 Incidents reported to the 
police, had the highest level of 
reporting; personal larceny without 
contact and household larceny had the 
lowest levels, with about 1 in every 4 
cases reported to the police. 

Table 6. Reporting victimizations to the police, 1973-S'{ 

rna· 

Percent of victimizations reQorted to the Qolice 
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 

All crimes 3296 3396 3596 3596 3496 3396 3396 3696 3596 

Personal crimes 2896 3096 3296 3296 3096 30% 30% 33% 33% 

Crimes of violence 46 47 47 49 46 44 45 47 47 
Rape 49 52 56 53 58 49 51 41 56 
Robbery 52 54 53 53 56 51 55 57 56 
Assault 44 45 45 48 44 43 42 45 44 

Aggravated 52 53 55 58 51 53 51 54 52 
Simple 38 39 39 41 39 37 37 40 39 

Crimes of theft 22 25 26 27 25 25 24 27 27 
Personal larceny 

with contact 33 34 35 36 37 34 36 36 40 
Personal larceny 

without contact 22 24 26 26 24 24 24 27 26 

Household crimes 3896 37% 39% 38% 38% 36% 3696 3996 3996 

Household burglary 47 48 49 48 49 47 48 51 51 
Household larceny 25 25 27 27 25 24 25 28 26 
Motor vehicle theft 68 67 71 69 68 66 68 69 67 

Trends in reporting crimes to the police, 1973·87 

General trends Violent crime trends 

Percent of crimes reported Percent of crimes reported 
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1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 
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The National Crime Survey 

'Ilhe NCS measures selected personal 
and household offenses, including 
crimes not reported to the police, 
through interviews at 6-month intervals 
with the occupants ot housing units that 
make up a representative national sam
ple. During 1987 some 93,000 persons-
occupants of about 46,000 housing 
units--participated in the survey. 
Interviews are administered 'monthly to 
a sixth of the sample according to a 
rotation schedule, Information per
taining to the previous 6 months is 
gathered at each interview. 

Over a 6-month interval in 1987, 
approximately 3,400 households were 
designated to be interviewed using a 
new technique called computer-assisted 
telephone interviewing (CATI). Data 
from households in these interview 
areas are excluded from this report in 
order to study the effect of this new 
interview procedure on the designated 
households. Adjustments were made in 
the NCS weighting to compensate for 
the exclusion of these CATI cases in 
the 1987 data. It is anticipated that 
data collected from CATT-designated 
households will be included in the 
Criminal Victimization 1988 bulletin 
and final report.' At that time, 1987 
data will be retabulated to include 
CA TI-designated households in order to 
provide a common basis of comparison 
between criminal victimization data for 
1988 and 1987. 

Preliminary estimates and sampling 
error 

In March 1988 the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics released preliminary NCS vic
timization levels and rates as well as 
police reporting data for 1987. When 
levels and rates of victimization for the 
early 1987 estimates are compared to 
the final 1987 results, the procedure 
used in calculating the preliminary esti
mates appears to have yielded fairly re
liable indicators of both magnitude and 
change in criminal victimization during 
1987 (table 7). For example, the 1987 
preliminary rate for assault was 8.0 l2er 
1,000 persons; the final rate was 7.8. 

2For a complete discussion of preli minary 
estlmatior: procedures, see Criminal Victimization 
1983, BJS Bulletin, NCJ-93869, June 1984. 

Table 7. Preliminary estimates and final results 
Cor 1987 vietiml7'..atlon levels and rates 

Number oC victimizations 
(In 1,000's) Victimization rates 

Prelim- Percent Prellm- Percent 
inary Final change Inary Final change 

Personal crimes 18,997 19,005 096 96.1 96.1 096 

Crimes oC violence 5,540 5,661 2.2 28.0 28.6 2.2 
Rape 113 141 24.9 .6 .7 24.7 
Robbery l,OliG 1,030 -1.5 5.3 5.2 -1.5 
Assault 4,383 4,489 2.4 22.2 22.7 2.4 

Aggravated 1,575 1,543 -2.0 8.0 7.8 -2.0 
Simple 2,809 2,946 4.9 14.2 14.9 4.9 

Crimes of theft 13,458 13,344 -.8 68.1 67.5 -.9 

Personal larceny 
with contact 515 509 -1.3 2.6 2.6 -1.3 

Personal larceny 
without contact 12,943 12,835 -.8 65.5 64.9 -.8 

Household crimes 15,423 15,726 2.096 168.1 171.4 2.0% 

Household burglary 5,395 5,623 4.2 58.8 61.3 4.2 
Household larceny 8,476 B,G24 1.8 92.4 94.0 1.7 
Motor vehicle theft 1,564 1,479 -5.4 17.0 16.1 -5.5 

Note: Numbers and rates may not add Percent change Is based on unrounded 
to totals shown because of rounding. 

Data collected in the NCS are ob
tained from a sample and not from a 
complete enumeration. Consequently, 

numbers. 

a sampling error (standard error) is 
associatf'Q with each number in the re
port, including the numbers measuring 
change. In general, if the difference 
between two numbers is greater than 
twice the standard error for that 
difference, we can sr.'] that we are 95% 
confident that the two numbers are in 
fact different; that is, the apparent 
difference is not simply the result of 
surveying a sample rather than the en
tire population. If the difference is 
greater than 1.6 standard errors, we are 
90% confident that the two numbers are 
different. All comparisons made in the 
text are at or above the 90% confidence 
level. When differences between two 
numbers are below the 90% confidence 
level, the two numbers are described in 
the text as "not measurably different." 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 
(revised September 1988) 

Call toll-free 800-732-3277 (local 
301-251-5500) to order BJS reports, 
to be added to one of the BJS mailing 
lists, or to speak to a reference 

.speclalist In statistics at the JusUce 
Statistics Clearinghouse, National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service. 
Box 6000, Rockville. M D 20850. 
J3JS maintains the following 
mailing lists: 
o Drugs and crime data (new) 
o White-collar crime (new) 
o National Crime Survey (annual) 
o Corrections (annual) 
o Juvenile corrections (annual) 
o COLlrts (annual) 
o Privacy and security of criminal 

history Information and 
information policy 

c Federal statistics (annual) 
o BJS bulletins and special reports 

(approximately twice a month) 
o Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statistics (annual) 

Single copies of reports are free; use 
NCJ number tC' order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 tiUes $1 0; more than 40. $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the Criminal Justice 
Archive and Information Network, P.O. 
Box 1248. Ant' Arbor, M I 48106 
(313-763-5010). 

National Crime Survey 
Criminal victimization In the U.S.: 

1986 (linal report), NCJ-11145ii. 9/88 
1985 (final report). NCJ-l 04273, 5/87 
1984 (final report). NCJ-l 00435,5/86 
1983 (linal report). NCJ-96459, 10/85 

BJS special reports: 
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-l09978, 3/88 
Elderly victims, NCJ-l07676. 11/87 
Violent crime trends, N:::J-1 07217. 

11/87 
Robbery victims, NCJ-1 04638. 4/87 
Violent crime by strangers and 

nonstrangers, NCJ-103702. 1/87 
Preventing domestic violence against 

women. NCJ-l 02037.8/86 
Crime prevontion measures, 

NCJ-l 00438.3/86 
The use of weapons In committing 

crimes, NCJ-99643. 1/86 
Reporting crimes to the pOlice, NCJ-

99432. 12/85 
Locating city, suburban. and rural 

crime, NCJ-99535, 12/85 
The risk of vlolont crime, NCJ-97119. 

5/8'5 
The llconomlc cost of crime to Victims, 

NCJ-93450, 4/84 
Family Violence, NCJ-93449. 4/84 

BJS bulletins. 
Households touched by crime, 1987, 

NCJ-111240, 5/88 
Criminal victimization 1986, NCJ-

106989, 10/87 
. Households touched by crlma, 1986, 

NCJ-l05289,6/87 
The crime of rapa, NCJ-96777. 3/85 
Household burglary, NCJ-96021, 1/85 

• Violent crime by strangars, NCJ-80829. 
4/82 

Crime and the elderly, NCJ-79614, 1/82 
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2/81 

The seasonality of crime victimization, 
NCJ-l11033, S/88 

Series crimes: Report of a lIeld test (8JS 
technical report), NCJ-l 04615. 4/87 

Crime and older Americans Information 
package, NCJ-l04569. $10, 5/87 

Llfetima likelihood of Victimization, (8JS 
technical report), NCJ-l 04274, 3/87 

; 

Teenage victims, NCJ-l 03138, 12/86 
Response to screening questions In the 

National Crlma Survey (8JS technical 
report), NCJ-97624, 7/85 

Victimization Bnd fear of crime: World 
pe/spectivos, NCJ·93872, 1/85 

The National Crime Survey: Working 
papers, vol. I: Current and historical 
perspectives. NCJ-75374, 8/82 
vol. II: Methodological studies. 
NCJ'90307, 12/84 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Capital pUnishment 1987. NCJ-111939, 
7/88 

Drug USg and crlmo: State prison Inmate 
survay, 1986. NCJ-111940, 7/88 

Prisoners In 1987, NCJ·l1 0331.4/88 
Timed servad In prison and or. parole 

1984,NCJ-l08544,1/88 
Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986. 

NCJ-l09926,1/88 
Imprisonment In four countries. NCJ-

103967,2/87 
Population density In State prisons, 

NCJ-l03204.12/86 
State and Federal prisoners, 1925-85, 

102494, 11/86 
Prison admissions and releases. 1983, 

NCJ-l 00582.3/86 
Exa"Tllnlng recidivism. NCJ·96501. 2185 
Returnln9 to prison, NCJ·95700. 11/84 
Time served In prison, NCJ·9:J924, 6/84 

Historical statistics on prisoners In State 
and Federal Institutions, yearend 
1925-86, NCJ-l11 098.6/88 

Correctional populations In the U.S. 
1985. NCJ-l 03957.2/88 

1984 census of State adult correctional 
facilities, NCJ-l05585, 7/87 

Historical correct:ons statistics In the 
U.S., 1850-1984, NCJ·l 02529,4/87 

1979 survey 0/ inmates 0/ State correctlOnat 
laclllties and 1979 census 01 State 
correctlonallacillties: 

BJS special reports: 
Tha prevalence of Imprisonment, 

NCJ-93657. 7/85 
Career patterns In crime, NCJ-

88672.6/83 

BJS bulletins: 
Prisoners and drugs, NCJ-87575. 

3/83 
Prisoners and alcohol. NCJ'86223, 

1/83 
Prisons and prisoners, NCJ-80697. 

2/82 
Voterans In prison, NCJ-79232. 11/81 

Census 01 jails and survey 01 jail inmates; 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Drunk driving, NCJ-l09945, 2/08 
Jalllnmiltes. 1986, NCJ·l07123. 

10/87 
The 1983 jail census, NCJ-95536. 

11/84 

Our crowded jails: A national plight, 
NCJ-111846,8/88 

Jail Inmates, 1985, NCJ-105586, 7/87 
Consus of jails, 1978: Data for 

Individual Jails, vols HV, Northeast, 
N. Central, South, Wes~ NCJ-72279-
72282, 12/81 

Profile of jail Inmates, 1978, NCJ-
65412.2/81 

Parole and probation 
BJS bulletins: 

Probation and parole 1988, NCJ-
108012,12/87 

Probation and parole 1985, NCJ-
103683, 1/87 

Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218, 8/83 

BJS special reports: 
Time served In prison and on parole, 

1984, NCJ-l08544, 1/88 
Recidivism of young parolees, NCJ-

104916, 5/87 

Parole In the U.S., 1980 and 1981, 
NCJ-87387,3/86 

Characteristics of persons entering 
parole during 1 978 and 1979, NCJ-
87243,5/83 

Characteristics of the parole population, 
1978, NCJ-66479,4/81 

Children In custody 
Public JUvenile facilities, 1985 

(bulletin). NCJ-l 02457, 10/86 
1982-83 census of Juvenile detention 

and correctional facilities, NCJ-
101686,9/86 

Expenditure and employment 
BJS bulletins; 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
1985, NCJ-l 04460, 3/87 
1983, NCJ-l 01776. 7/86 
1982, NCJ-98327, 8/85 

Justice expenditure and employment: 
Extracts, 19~2 and 1983, NCJ·l06629, 

8/88 
Extracts, 1980 and 1981, NCJ-96007, 

6/85 
1971'79, NCJ-92596, 11/84 

Courts 
BJS bullettns: 

Criminal defense for the poor, ·'986, 
NCJ-112919.9/88 

State felony courts and felony laws. 
NCJ-l 06273.8/87 

The 9rowth of appeals: 1973·83 trends, 
NCJ-96381.2/85 

Case filings In State courts 1983. 
NCJ-95111. 10/84 

BJS speCIal reports. 
Felony case-processln9 time, NCJ· 

101985.8/86 
Felony sentencin9 In 18 local jurlsdlc· 

tions, NCJ-97681. 6/85 
The prevalence of guilty pleas, NCJ· 

96018.12/84 
Sentencln9 practices In 13 States, 

NCJ·95399. 10/84 
Criminal defense systems: A national 

survey. NCJ·94630, 8/84 
Habeas corpus, NCJ-92948.3/84 
State court caseload statistics, 1977 

and 1981, NCJ-87587, 2/83 

Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony 
courts, NCJ-l05743. 8/87 

National criminal defense systems stUdy, 
NCJ-94702. 10/86 

The prosecution of folony arrests: 
1982. NCJ-l06990. 5/88 
1981. NCJ-l 01380,9/86. S7,60 
1980, NCJ·97684, 10/85 
1979. NCJ-86482, 5/84 

Felony laws of the 50 Slates and the 
District of Columbia, 1986, 

NCJ-l05066. 2/88. $14,70 
: • .Jte court model statistical dictionary, 

Supplament, NCJ-98326. 9/85 
1 st edition, NCJ-62320, 9/80 

State court organization 1980, NCJ-
76711,7/82 

Privacy and security 
Compendium of State privacy and security 

legislation: 
1987 overview. NCJ'111 097, 9/88 
1987 full rapOrt (1,497 pJges. 

mlcrofi~he only), NCJ-113021, 9/88 

Criminal justice Information policy: 
Automated fingerprint Identification 

systems: Technology and policy 
Issues, NCJ-l 04342,4/87 

Criminal Justice "hot" flies, 
I'JCJ'101850, 12/86 

Data quality policies and procedures; 
Proceedings of a BJS/SEARCH 
conference, NCJ-l01849,12/86 

Crime control and criminal records 
(8JS special report). NCJ-99176, 
10/85 

State criminal records raposltorles 
(8JS technical report), NCJ-99017, 
10/85 

Data quality of criminal history records, 
NCJ-9a079, 10/85 

Intalligence and Investigative records, 
NCJ-95787,4/85 

Vlctlm/wltnass legislation: An over
view, NCJ-94365, 12/84 

Information policy and crime control 
stratagles (SEARCH/8JS conference), 
NCJ-93926, 10/84 

Research access to crlm·'nal justice 
data, NCJ-S4154, 2/83 

Privacy snd Juvenile Justice records, 
NCJ-84152,1/83 

!iN 

Computer crime 
BJS special reports: 

EM 

Electronic fund transfer fraud. NCJ· 
96666,3/85 

Electronic fund transfer and crime, 
NCJ-92650.2/64 

Eloctronlc fund transfer systems fraud, 
NCJ-j 00461,4/86 

Computer security techniques, NCJ-
84049,9/82 

Electronic fUnd trllnsfor systems and 
crime, NCJ-83736, 9/82 

Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927. 9/81, 
$11.50 

Crlml"al justice resOUrce manual. 
NCJ'61550, 12/79 

Federal justice statistics 
The Federal civil justice system (8JS 

bulletin). NCJ-l04769, 7/87 
Employer perceptions of workplace 

crime, NCJ-l01851, 7/87, $6 

Federal offenses and offenders 
BJS special reports: 

Drug law violators, 1980-86. NCJ· 
111763.6/88 

Pretrial release and detention: 
The 8all Reform Act of 1984, 
NCJ-l 09929,2/88 

Whlte-coilar crime, NCJ-l 06876. 9/87 
Pretrial release and misconduct, NCJ-

96132.1/85 

BJS bulletinS: 
Bank robbery, NCJ·94463.8/84 
Federal dru9 law violators. NCJ-

92692.2/84 
Federal Justice statistics. NCJ· 

80814,3/82 

General 
BJS bulletins and specIal reports: 

International crime rates, NCJ'110776, 
5/88 

Trackln9 offenders, 1984, NCJ·l09686, 
1/88 

8JS telephcone contacts '87, NCJ-
102909. 12/86 

Trackln9 offenders: White-collar crime. 
NCJ-l02867.11/86 

Police em;>loyment and expenditure, 
NCJ-l 00117,2/66 

Tracking offenders: The child victim, 
NCJ-95785,12/84 

Sourcebook of criminal Justice statistics, 
1987, NCJ-111612,9/88 

Report to the Nation on crIme and 
justice: 

Second edition, NCJ-l05506. 6/88 
Technical appendix, NCJ-112011, 

8/88 
DrU9S & crime data: 

'Holodex <l3rd. 800'666-3332,8/88 
Dala centar& clearinghouse brochure, 

8C-000092, 2/88 
A guide to 8JS data, NCJ-l09956, 2/88 

Criminal justice microcomputer guide 
and software cat910g, NCJ-112178. 
8/88 

Proceedln9~ of the third workshop on law 
and jus!lce statistics, NCJ-112230, 

7/8f{ 
8JS datli report, 1987, NCJ-ll 0643, 

5/88 
BJS annu:,1 report, IIsca11987, 

NCJ-l09928,4/88 
1986 directory of automllted criminal 

Justice Information sytems, NCJ-
102260, 1/87. $20 

Publications of 8JS, 1971·84: A topical 
bibliography, T8030012, 10/86, $17.50 

8JS publications: Selected library In 
microfiche, 1971-84, PR030012, 

10/86, $203 domestic 
National survey of crime severity, NCJ-

96017, 10/85 
Criminal victimization of District of 

Columbia rosldonta and Capitol Hili 
employees, 1982-83, NCJ-97982; 
Summary, NCJ-98567, 9/85 

How to gain access to BJS data 
(brochure), 8C-000022, 9/84 

See order form 
on last page 



To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy 
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to: 

o If the mailing label below is 
correct, check here and do not 
fill in name and address. 

Name: 

Title; 

Organiza tion: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 

Daytime phone number: 

Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS 
U.S. Department of Justice 
User Services Department 2 
Box 6000 
Rockville, MD 20850 

You will receive an 
annual renewal card. 
If you do not return it, 
we must drop you from 
the mailing list. 

Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above): 

Please put me on the mailing list for-

o Justice expenditur~ and employ
ment reports--annual spending 
and staffing by Federal/State/ 
local governments and by func
tion (police, courts, etc.) o 
processing of Federal white- New! 
White-collar crime--data on the} 

collar crime cases 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and informa-
tion policy--new legislation; 0 

o 

maintaining and releasing 
intelligence and investigative 
records; data quality issues 

Federal statistics--data describ
ing Federal case processing, from 
investigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Bureau of Justics Statistics 

Washington. D. C. 20531 

o 

it" 1 Juvenile corrections reports-- U 
juveniles in custody in public and 
priva te detention and correction-
al facilities 

Drugs and crime data--sentencing 0 
and time served by drug offend-
ers, drug use at time of crime by 
jail inmates and State prisoners, 0 
and other quality data on drugs, 
crime, and law enforcement 

BJS bulletins and special reports 
--timely reports of the most 0 
current justice data 

Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts--case processing 
from prosecution through court 
disposition, State felony laws, 
felony sentencing, criminal 
defense 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 

Corrections reports--resul ts of 
sample surveys and censuses of 
jails, prisons, parole, probation, 
and other corrections daU1 

National Crime Survey rep~')rts-
the only regular national sllr'vey 
of crime victims 

Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Sta tistics (annual)--broad..,based 
data from 150+ sources (400+ 
tables, 100+ figures, index) 

~nd me a form to sign up for NlJ 
Reports (issued free 6 times a 
year), which abstracts both 
private and government criminal 
justice publications and lists 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 

BULK RATE 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 

DOJ/BJS 
Pennit No. 0.91 

"u.s. G.P.o. 1988-241-693180037 




