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NIJ AIDS Clearinghouse helps you respond 
to the AIDS challenge 

• AIDS and intravenOllS drllg lise 
explores the relationship between 
intravenous drug use and the spread 
of AIDS and discusses some educa­
tional and prevention strategies 
currently being used with IV drug 
users. 

These and other AIDS Bulletins are 
available free from the NIl AIDS 
Clearinghouse. Upcoming topics in 
the NIl AIDS Bulletin series include 

"How do people get 
AIDS?" 
This sheriff received a copy of 
NIl's first AIDS Bulletin, The caus£'. 
transmission. and incidence o./AIDS. 
and was put on the mailing list to 
receive future AIDS' BIIlletills. 

legal and liability issues, technical 
requirements of testing, and training 
and education. 

NIl recognizes that AIDS presents 
unique problems for corrections 
and law enforcement officials. The 
Clearinghouse provides these pro­
fessionals with information specific 
to AIDS as it relates to their 
situations. 

AIDS and corrections 

NIl studies focusing on AIDS in cor­
rectional facilities review significant 
medical research, policy issues, and 
legal implications associated with 
AIDS in the correctional setting. As 
of October 1, 1987, a cumulative 
total of 1,964 confinned AIDS cases 
among inmates were reported in 70 
Federal. State. and local correctional 
systems. according to an NIJ study. 

The report, AIDS ill Correctional 
Facilities: Issues and Options, sum-

marizes the findings of NIl's annual 
survey of State and Federal con'ec­
tional systems and 33 of the larg~r 
city-county jail systems. It provIdes 
cOlTections officials and medical staff 
with reliable information to make 
sound policy decisions about AIDS., 
It gives statistics on incidence rates ~n 
corrections systems. up-to-date medI­
cal facts. and information on key 
issues such as screening and testing 
programs. 

A major controversy in corrections 
surrounds the testing of inmates for 
the AIDS virus. Of 82 correctional 
systems surveyed in October [987. 
25 employ selective screening of 
people they believe engage in .high­
risk behavior-homosexuals. mtrave­
nous drug abusers. and prostitutes. 

As of October 1987. 13 systems, in­
cluding the Federal Bureau of Pris­
ons. employ mass screening. Ques­
tions have arisen concerning the 
test's utility in predicting the future 
course of the disease. and the diffi­
culty in maintaining the confidential­
ity of the test results. What should be 
done with those identified as sero­
positive is another important issue 
that must be carefully weighed in any 
application of screening programs to 
con'ectional setting. 

A forthcoming publication. AIDS: 
Issues for Probation and Parole. will 
address the implications AIDS pre­
sents for community-based correc­
tions agencies. This publication. 
hased on a survey of probation and 
parole agencies. will provide infor­
mation about key issues. including 
confidentiality. legal liability. and 
effects of clients' medical status on 
parole/probation decisions. 

AIDS and law enforcement 

NIl surveyed 35 law enforcement 
agencies to determine their needs for 
AIDS information and guidance. The 
June 1987 report that resulted from 
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"Can you refer me to 
other departments 
that have instituted 
AIDS policies?" 

This police department received cop­
ies of NIJ's AIDS and the Law En­
forcement Officer, which contains 
examples of policies from the Los 
Angeles Police Department. the Bal­
timore Police Department. and the 
Washington. D.C .• Metropolitan Po­
lice Department. 

that survey. AIDS alU/ the Law En­
forcement Officer: COl/cerns and 
Poli(v Responses. summarizes key 
medical infonnation. documents 
operational policies and training 
programs. and discusses key legal 
and labor relations issues. Concern 
about AIDS tended to be highest in 
smaller departments and in those 
serving jurisdictions that had little 
experience with the disease. Accu­
rate knowledge about AIDS is a pre­
requisite for rational policy decisions 
and can help dispel misinformation 
about the disease. 

Recommendations 

Based on the most up-to-date infor­
mation from the Clearinghouse and 
other sources. NIl advises that it is 
dangerous to take either a complacent 
or an alarmist approach to the issues 
AIDS presents for the criminal justice 
system. 

Agencies should assess the situation 
in their departments and seek out 
both educational materials and ex­
amples of how other jurisdictions are 
responding before making any deci­
sions that have political, social, and 
public health implications. 

I 
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AIDS .. related materials for criminal justice professionals 

National Institute of Justice 
publications 

For free single copies of these pub. 
lications. call the NIJ AIDS Clear­
inghouse at 301·-251·5500. 

A1f)S in Correctiollal Facilities: 
Issues and Optiolls, hy Theodore 
M. Hammett. Third Edition. NCJ 
109943. April 1999. 

Alf)S alld tile l.aw El!f'orccl11t'nt 
O.t1kl'r: Concel'llS lind Policy 
He,II,mlses. by Theodore M. Hum­
mett, NCJ 105196. June 1987. 

AIDS IIlld tlze Law i:'ntilrCenll'ilt 
Qlficel' (RIA). NCJ 167541. 
November/December 1987. 

A.lJ)S Bulletin series 

The callSt', trallsmission, and il/d­
dC1/c'L' (?lAIDS. hy Theodore M. 
Hmnmett, Harold Jaffe. and Bruce 
Johnson. NCJ 106b78. June 1987. 
First in a series. 

Risk o/i1!f'£'C'tiOlI with tlie AIDS' 
virus t!zmllglt l'.\lJOslIres ttl blood. 
by Theodore M. Hammett lind 
Walter Bnlld. NCJ 107538. October 
1987. Second in a series. 

Precautionary measures and p/'O' 

tel'fil'c el/uipm£'lIt: Del'doping a 
reasonable respOllse, hy Theodore 
M. Hammett. NCJ 108619. Febru­
ary 1988. Third in a series. 

,\IDS alld intrm'ellous drug use. hy 
Don Des Jarlais and Dana E. Hunt. 
NCJ 108620. Fehruary 1988. 
Fourth in a series. 

U.S. Public Health Service 
publications 

For multiple copies of the following 
publications call the National AIDS 
Information Clearinghouse (NAIO at 
1-~m()-45R-5231 hetwt'en 9:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. eastern time, or contact 
tht' U,S. Puhlk Health Service. Room 
721-H. 200 In(kpendenl.'e Avenue 
SW., Washington, DC 20201. 
202...:245-6867, 

• "Surgeoll (ilmeral's RepOl't Oil Ac­
quirt~d Immune Defidellcy SYll­
drom~~" (also available in Spanish) 

• "Whut You Should Know About 
AIDS" 

• "AIDS and Your Joh--Arc There 
Risks'!" 

• "Facts Ahout AIDS and Drug 
Abuse" 

• "Facts Ahout AIDS" 

• "AIDS: Infonuation/Education Plan 
To Prevent and COlltrol AIDS in the 
Unit~d States" 

• "Protectioll Against Occupational 
Exposure to Hl'patitis B Virus {HEV) 
and Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(IIIV)" 

• "Update: Universal Precautions for 
PCl'vention of Transmission of Hepa­
titis B Virus, Human Immunodefi­
ciency Virus. Hl~patitis B Virus, and 
Other Blood-Borne Pathogens in 
Health Care Settings" 

Additional information 

For more infonnatioll about AIDS. 
the U.S. Public Health Servic\" operA 
tttes the National AIDS llotlinc 2·1. 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Call the 
AIDS Hntlilll.' at I-H()(}··342.~"AIDS. 

Videos 

To obtain the following videos on 
AIDS, coutacllhe agencies listed 
below. 

"AIDS: A Bad Way To Die" 
Time: 40 minutes 
Charles Hernandez, Superintendent. 
Taconic Correctional Facility. 250 
Han'is Road, Bedford Hills, NY 
10507. 914"-241,,<'~OI0. 

"Beyond Fear" 
Time: 60 nlinutes 
American R<.'d Cross General Supply 
Divisioll. 7401 Lockport Place, Lor·· 
ton. VA 22079. 703-339-8890. 

"AIDS: The Challenge for 
Corrections" 
Time: 18 minutes 
"Prewnting AIDS: It's a Matter of 
Life or Dl~ath" (available in Spanish) 
Time: 15 minutes 
National Sheriffs' Assochtion. 1450 
Duke Strcl't, Alexandria. VA 22314. 
70.:Qn6" 7827. 

"AIDS: Kl~y Facts for Correctional 
Staff" 
Time: 35 minutes 
"AIDS: KI'Y FUl'ts for Inmates" 
(available in Spmlish) 
Time: 30 minutes 
American Correctional Associatioll" 
,t21 Hartwick Road. College Park. MD 
20740. 301·699··7600. 

"AIDS Bulletin for Law Enforcement" 
Time: 23 minutes 
Eleanor Crow, Supervisor. Video 
Communications and Training. Florida 
Dcpm1ment of Law Enforcement, Di­
vision of Crime Laboratories am! Sr.ln 
Services. P.O. Box 1489. Tullahassee, 
FL 32302. 904-4SH-9432. 
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NIJ training recommendations for criminal 
justice professionals: 

• Provide training and education to 
law enforcement personnel, correc­
tions staff, and lnmates. 

• Develop specific policy guide­
lines that will ensure the safety of 
criminal justice system personnel. 
as well as protect the rights and 

U.S. Department of .Justice 

National Institute of Justice 

Washillg/oll. D.C. 20531 

Official Business 

Penalty for Private tlse $30() 

health of those within the jurisdic­
tion of the system. 

• Counsel caution and follow 
recommended pl'ecuutions when 
involved in incidents where trans­
mission may occur. 

U.S. GRO: 1988-202-048/80008 
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To react. the NIJ AIDS 
Clearinghouse, call 
301-251-5500 . 
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