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STATE*

Administrative Office of the Courts

Judicial Information Center
Supreme FLourt

Court of Chancery

Publie Guardian

Superior Court

New Castle County Prothenotary
Kent County Prothonotary
Sussex CLCounty Prothonotary

Law Libraries

Family Court

Court of Common Pleas

Justice of the Peace Courts
Violent Crimes Compensation Board
Foster Care Review Board

STATE TOTALS

NEW CASTLE COUNTY
Register in Chancery
Register of Wills
Prothonotary

Sheriff

NEW CASTLE COUNTY TOTALS

KENT COUNTY

Register in Chancery
Register of Wills
Prothonotary

Sheriff

KENT COUNTY TOTALS

*Figures include State governed funds,

N.A. = Not Available

SUMMARY OF JUDICIAL BUDGETS

F.Y. 1986
Actual

Disbursement

$ 2,776,400
542,600
1,057,600
934,900
134,900
4,164,200

333,900
7,060,500
1,833,700
5,385,300

827,100

132,900

$25,184,000

$ 404,809
478,770
1,284,831

905,694

$ 3,074,104

$ 61,576
41,608
162,103
116,966

$ 382,253

federal funds,

FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987-1988-1989

F.Y. 1987
Actual
Disbursement

F.Y. 1988

Appropriation

$ 3,278,300
583,400
1,147,800
979,200
158,700
4,570,800

274,700
8,172,400
1,978,200
5,78%,300

790,100

176,900

$27,895,800

$ 407,235
475,738
1,358,904
843,859

$ 3,085,736

$ 59,377
46,827
170,716
125,984

$ 402,904

and other funds.

$ 3,103,700
791,900
1,288,700
1,030,600
189,100
4,942,900
1,089,900
204,400
154,500
334,400
8,516,300
2,025,800
5,902,700
805,200

202,100

$30,582,200

$ 417,330
507,314
400,00C

958,821

$ 2,283,465

$ 63,904
48,961
195,487
133,970

$ 442,322

PAGE

F.Y. 1989
_Request

$ 3,996,500
851,000
1,306,000
1,043,500
223,900
5,733,600
1,754,000
282,300
214,800
368,000
9,901,000
2,192,100
6,420,400
1,146,600

212,000

$35,645,700
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; SUMMARY OF JUDICIAL BUDGETS (CONTINUED)
: FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987-1988-1989
F.Y. 1986 F.Y. 1987
Actual Actual F.Y. 1988 F.Y. 1989
Disbursement Disbursement Appropriations Request
SUSSEX COUNTY
Register in Chancery $ 50,618 $ 52,697 $ 54,754 N.A.
Register of Wills 47,964 54,298 56,324 N.A.
Prothonotary 90,349 98,652 111,212 -
Sheriff 77,775 119,559 110,367 N.A.
SUSSEX COUNTY TOTALS $ 266,706 $ 325,206 $ 332,657 N.A,
MUNTCIPALITIES
Municipal Court# $ 873,098 $ 948,104 $ 900,694 N.A.
Alderman's Courts N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
MUNICIPALITIES TOTALS N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
GRAND TOTALS - JUDICIAL BRANCH** $29,780,161 $32,657,750 $34,541,338 $35,645,700
N.A. = Not Available

*Figures include City of Wilmington funds and federal funds.
**Alderman's Courts not included in any totals. Totals for FY 1989 include only State totals.

i
i
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COURT-GENERATED REVENUE* = 9=

FISCAL YEAR 1987

Revenue :
i Fees and as a &% of
Costs Fines Interest** Miscellaneous# TOTALS Disbursement## :
SUBMITTED TO STATE GENERAL FUND i
l Administrative Office of the Courts $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 600 $ 600 0.0%
Judicial Information Center 1] o 0 o 0 0.0% ?
Supreme Court 36,000 0 0 0 36,000 3.1% %
Court of Chancery 0 1] 204,200 0 204,200 20.9% :
I Public Gusardian 0 0 1] 1,000 1,000 0.6%
Superior Court 22,400 6,300 43,500 7,900 80,100 1.8% f
Law Libraries 4] 0 o 0 0 0.0% !
I Family Court 323,700 31,900 0 10,800 366,400 4.5%
Court of Common Pleas 126,400 247,900 g 6,000 380,300 19.2% :
Justice of the Peace Courts 1,577,800 2,779,200 G 9,600 4,366,600 75.5% ;
E Foster Care Review Board . 0 0 0 100 100 0.0%
STATE GENERAL FUND TOTALS $2,086,300 $3,065,300 $247,700 $36,000 $5,435,300 19.5% :
RECEIVED BY VICTIMS COMPENSATION FUND %
l Superior Court - 5 34,477 - - $ 34,477 -
Family Court - 4,594 - - 4,594 - :
Court of Common Pleas - 58,954 - - 58,954 -
l Municipal Court - 82,140 - - 82,140 -
Justice of the Peace Courts - 646,782 - - 646,782 -
Alderman‘'s Courts - 121,807 - - 121,807 -
Restitution - 10,825 - -~ 10,825 -
f VICTIMS COMPENSATION FUND TOTALS - $ 959,579 - - $ 959,579 121.5% :
SUBMITTED TO NEW CASTLE COUNTY ;
Register in Chancery $ 263,813 § 0 $197,398 $ 0 $ 461,211 113.3%
Register of Wills 3,327,367 1] 76,265 0 3,403,632 670.9%
Prothonotary 605,675 0 25,972 ¢] 631,647 46.5%
Sheriff . 269,415 ] 8] 0 269,415 31.9%
Justice of the Peace Courts 8 442,952 0 0 442,952 7.7% ‘
NEW CASTLE COUNTY TOTALS $4,466,270 $ 442,952 $299,635 $ o $5,208,857 168.8%9 j

*Figures represent only revenue actually collected, not the total amount of fines and costs actually assessed.
*#Counties receive 50% of all Court of Chancery interest money and 25% of all Superior Court interest money.
#Bond forfeitures, transcript charges, fees for licenses of deadly weapons, duplicate dog licenses, copying ;
machine revenue, and escheated funds.
##FY 1987 Revenue divided by FY 1987 Actual Disbursement, which includes State general, federal, and other funds.
fRevenue as % of disbursement for county offices.
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COURT-GENERATED REVENUE (CONTINUED)*
Revenue
Fees and as a % of
Costs Fines Interest** Miscellaneous# TOTALS Disbursement##
SUBMITTED T0O KENT COUNTY
Register in Chancery $ 14,021 $ 0 $ 2,486 $ 0 $ 16,507 27.8%
Register of Wills 285,641 0 0 0 285,641 610.0%
Prothonotary 60,529 0 7,071 0 67,600 39.6%
Sheriff 17,764 [ 0 0 17,764 14.1%
KENT COUNTY TOTALS $ 377,955 $ 0o $§ 9,557 $ 0 $ 387,512 96.2%
SUBMITTED TO SUSSEX COUNTY
Register in Chancery $ 21,248 $ 0 § 2,103 $ G $ 23,351 44,3%
Register of Wills 355,156 0 0 0 355,156 654.1%
Prothonotary 57,774 11,672 4,986 9,595 84,027 86.2%
Sheriff 54,812 0 a 0 54,812 45.8%
SUSSEX COUNTY TOTALS $ 488,990 $11,672 $ 7,089 $9,595 $ 517,346 159.1%
SUBMITTED TO MUNICIPALITIES
Municipal Court $ 116,194 $ 645,677 $ 0 $ 0 $ 761,871 BO.4%
Justice of the Peace Courts 0 806,793 0 0 806,793 13.9%
Alderman's Courts 150,507 700,825 0 0 $ 851,332 N.A.
MUNICIPALITIES TOTALS $ 266,701 $2,153,295 §% 0 $ 0 $2,419,996 N.A.
GRAND TOTALS - JUDICIAL BRANCH $7,686,216 $6,632,798 $563,981 $45,595 $14,928,590 45.7%§

N.A., = Not Available
*Figures represent only revenue actually collected, not the total amount of fines and costs actually assessed.
**Counties receive 50% of all Court of Chancery interest money and 25% of all Superior Court interest money.
#Bond forfeitures, transcript charges, fees for licenses of deadly weapons, duplicate dog licenses, copying
machine revenue, and escheated funds.
##FY 1987 Revenue divided by FY 1987 Actual Disbursement, which includes State general, federal, and other funds.
§This figure is approximate as some expenditure data is not available.
NOTE: Total revenue generated by the Justice of the Peace Courts in FY 1987 was $5,616,345, which represents 97.1%
of expenditures for that year.




Court

Supreme Court
Court of Chancery
Superior Court:
NCC Prothonotary
Kent County Prothonotary
Sussex County Prothonotary
Family Court
Court of Common Pleas
Munlclipal Courtt
Justice of the Peace Courts*

TOTALS **

NCC = New Castle County
N/7A Not Avallable

1

RESTITUTION

FiSCAL YEAR 1987

Restitution
Assessed

818,000
304,200
N/A
166,600
156,200
N/A

450,100

$1,895,100

Restlituttion
Collected

$ 0
0

N/A
78,800
77,600

105,900
94,600
45,853

77,400

$480,153

o
=3
hm

Restitutlon

Disbursed

$ 0
0

233,000
78,800
77,600

105,900
97,300

N/A
77,400

$670,000

*Most restitutlion assessed In Justlice of the Peace Courts Is ordered to be pald directly to the victim,
thus explaining the apparent dlsparlity between +the amount assessed and the amount collected.

*¥*Totals exclude all Information which

Is not avatllable.

otk S s s



*State
A.0.C.
J.1.C.

Source:

DELAWARE STATE GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS® ZQ%E
(iN THOUSANDS)
FISCAL YEAR 1988

STATE APPROPRIATIONS - TOTAL
$995,922.2

STATE APPROPRIATIONS ~ JUDICHARY

$28,666.4
Foster Care
Judictial Branch Review Board
$28,666.4 $202.1
2.9% v 0.72 \
JotoCo
$791.9
v 2.8%
A.0.C. Supreme Court

$3,103.7 £ $1,203.7

E::Z:i:on Justice of 10.8% . i.z%

$327,491,2 The Peace Courts Court of

: ) $5,902.7 hancery
32,9% Executive 20,63 $1. 030 6

Branch gourf °;I \ i e
. ommo eas

ss:zt::7 ’ sz,ozg.a . . Public
7o uperior Court Guardlan

$4,942.9 $189. 1

17.2% 0.7%

Higher Family Court

'\ Education f; $7,490,7
N $111,195.2 /) 26.1%
N 11.2% /
X Law Librarles
~ $334.4
e _— ~ \ 1.2%
Legislative Branch Office of the
$6,112.0 Prothonotary
0.6% $1,448.9

5.1%
general fund monles only.
= Administrative Offlce of the Courts

= Judlcial Information Center

134+th General Assembly, House Bl!i 350
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

Legal Authorization

The Administrative Office of the Courts was established by 10 Delaware Code, Chapter 1.

Duties

The Administrative Office of the Courts serves as the central point for coordination and communications
concerning all court administrative activities in the judicial system. The office prepares budgets for the
Court of Chancery, and the Foster Care Review Board, and assists in preparation of the budgets of the Supreme
Court, Public Guardian and the Law Libraries. It administers the payment of all jurors and witnesses. The
AOC is responsible for the payment of certain court rentals. It has primary responsibility for the
acquisition, supervision, and administration of federal funds received to assist the court system. The
Administrative Office of the Courts has responsibility for the development and maintenance of the computerized
judicial information system and the Personnel System for the Non-Merit System Courts. Also, the AOC acts as

the focal point between the court system and other government agencies on the local, state, and federal levels.

The Administrative Office of the Courts collects statistics from the various courts and produces the Annual
Report of the Delaware Judiciary. The AOC also performs other duties as prescribed by the Chief Justice.

Personnel

The Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts is appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Delaware.

The Director may, with the approval of the Chief Justice, appoint such assistants and clerical personnel
as are required.
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

Main Office Judicial Information Center
11th Floor Public Building
Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Building 1020 King Street
820 North French Street Wilmington, 19801
Wilmington, DE 19801 (571-2344)
(571-2480)
PERSONNEL
Director
Vacant
Joyce A. Zeller, Secrerary
Deputy Director (Acting Director)
Lowell L. Groundland
Statistician
Adam Golby
Mgr. Personnel Services Fiscal Services Manager Information Resources Manager Data Processing Manager
Charlotte T. Lister E. Dawn Bowman James D. Brown James P. Boulanger

Personnel 0Officer

Vacant

Budget & Acct. Officer
E. Lynn Deramo-Durr

Accounting Clerks
Robin C. Jenkins
Vacant

Word Processing Operator

Maria Cook

Systems Software Spec.

Donald L. Hudgins
Allan Bruner

App. Support Specialist

Ernest J. Haoh
Michael D. Gibson
Robby U. Khanal

Computer Operators

Patrieia A. Hall
Annette Lang

Clerk Typist

Vacant
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Supreme Court =]18=

Authorization

The Supreme Court Is created by the Constlitution of Delaware, Artlcle IV, Section I.- The Supreme Court
slts In Dover but the Justices malntaln their chambers In the counties where they reside,

Jurisdiction

The Court has final appeilate Jurisdiction In criminal cases in which the sentence exceeds certain
minimums, In clvil cases as to flnal Judgements, and for certaln other orders of Court of Chancery, Superior
Court, and Family Court. Appeals are heard on the record. Under some circumstances the Supreme Court has
Jurisdictlion to Issue writs of prohibit+ion, quo warranto, certlorari, and mandamus.

Justlces

The Supreme Court consists of a Chlef Justice and four Justices, who are appointed by the Governor with
the consent of the Senate. The Justices are appolnted for 12-year terms and must be learned in the law and
cltlzens of the State. Three of the Justlices must be of one of +he major politlical parties whiie the other
two Justlces must be of the other major polttial party.

Administration

The Chlef Justice Is responslble for the administration of all courts In +the State and appolnts a Director
of the Administrative Office of the Courts to manage +the non-judlclal aspects of court administration. The
Supreme Court Is staffed by a Court AdmiInistrator, a Clerk, law clerks, a Chief Deputy Clerk, secretaries
and a clerk/balltff.

Caseload Trends

There were 401 {filings during FY 1987, which Is 4.5% less than +the 420 f1lings itn FY 1986, Dlsposlitlions
rose slightly from 418 in FY 1986 to 423 In FY 1987. Pending cases fell as a result of the decrease In fllings
and the Increase In dlispositions from 237 at the end of FY 1986 to 215 at the end of FY 1987, a 9.3% decrease.

Elapsed t+Ime Informatlion on the average time from filing to dispositlon was collected once agaln during
FY 1987 as was data on the average time from submisslon to disposition. The former measure deals wlith the
time from the date on which the case Is filed In the Supreme Court to the date of disposltlon while the latier
ts tImited to the time from the date on which the case is submlitted for Judicial dectislion to +he date of
dlsposlitlon. The average elapsed time from flling to disposli+lon rose by 3.3% to 192.4 days In FY 1987 from

186.3 days In FY 1986. The average time from submisslon to dispositlon Increased also to 52,3 days in FY
1987 from 40.9 days in FY 1986.




PAGE
The +ime taken from the date of filting for a case In Supreme Court Yo the date on which 1+ Is submltted
for Judlcial decislion Is the cause for the substantlal dlfference In the elapsed time data from flltng to
disposition as compared with submission to disposition. This reflects the fact that a case may take up to
165 days from the date 11+ Is filed to the date I+ 1s submitted for Judlclal decislon even where no time
extenslons are granted. These delays are caused by the tims periods allowed by the rules for the preparation
of transcript of the proceedings In the trial and for the submission of briefs In the Supreme Court.
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SUPREME COURT
JUDIC!ARY

Chtef Justlice Andrew D. Christlie (R, 9/30/97)
Elalne M. Ryan, Secretary (571-3700)
Elbert+ N. Carvel Delaware State Building, 11+h Floor
820 Nor+h French Strest
P.0. Box 1997
Wiimington, DE 19899

Justlce Henry R. Horsey (R, 10/30/90)
Audrey F. Baclno, Secretary (736-4214)

Supreme Court Bullding

57 The Green

P.O. Box 476

Dover, DE 19903

Justice Andrew 6. T. Moore, Il (D, 5/13/94)
Carolyn Miller, Secretary (571-3720)
Elbert+ N. Carvel Delaware State Building, 11+h Floor
820 North French Street '
P.0. Box 1997
Wilmington, DE 19899

Justlice Joseph T. Walsh (D, 9/30/97)
Litnda Fliohr, Secretary (571-2690)
Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Butldlng, 11+th Floor
820 North French Street
P.0. Box 1997
Witmington, DE 19899

Justice Randy J. Holland (R, 12/72/98)
Mary Catherline Pritchett (856-5363)

Supreme Cour+t Chambers

Sussex County Courthouse

The Clircle

P.0. Box 229

Georgetown, DE 19947
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Supreme Court Chambers
11th Floor

Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Building

820 North French Street
P.0. Box 1997
Wilmington, DE 19899

Court Administrator
Stephen D. Taylor
(571-3706)

Administrative Secretary

SUPREME COURT

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

KENT COUNTY

Supreme Court Building
55 The Green

P.0. Box 476

Dover, DE 19903

Clerk of the Supreme Court

Cecelia E. Kelley
(571-2429)

Law Clerks

Brian M. Colligan
(571-3709)

Alan J. Stone
(571-3722)

Robert M. Omrod
(571-3799)

Secretary
Deborah L. Collins

(571-24253)

Vacant
(736-4155)

Chief Deputy Clerk

Cathy L. Howard
(736-4155)

Bailiff/Clerk

Debra Zatlokovicz
(736-4155)

Michael J. Maimone
(736-4214)
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Supreme Court Chambers
Sussex County Courthouse
The Circle

P.0. Box 229

Georgetown, DE 19947

R. Anthony Salgado
(856-5363)




Criminal Appeals

Civil Appeals
Certifications
Original Applications*
TOTALS

FILINGS

Criminal Appeals
Civil Appeals
Certifications
Original Applications
Bd. on Prof. Resp.
Bd. of Bar Exam.
TOTALS

DISPOSITIONS

Criminal Appeals
Civil Appesals
Certifications
Original Applications
Bd. on Prof. Resp.
8d. of Bar Exam.
TOTALS

Pending

6/30/86

110
119
2
6

237

SUPREME COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Filings Dispositicns
135 153
230 236
4 4
32 30
401 423

Pending
6/30/87

92
113
2

8

215

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987

WORKLOAD

1986 1987
155 135
230 230
3 4
25 22
4 10
3 0
420 401

1986 1987
128 153
246 236
3 4
26 23
13 6
2 1
418 423

L. |

l'

+

=~ W

Change
In Pending

-18
- 6

]
+2
-22

PAGE
=22=

% Change
In Pending

% Change

- 12.9%

0.0%
+ 33.3%
- 12.0%
+150.0%
-100.0%
- 4.5%

% Change

+ 19.5%
- 4.1%
+ 33.3%
- 11.5%
- 53.8%
- 50.0%
+ 1.2%

*Board of Bar Examiners and Board on Professional Responsibility are included with the original applications in

the Workload Summary.

Each is listed separately, however

Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility

Bd. of Bar Exam.

n

Source:

Board of Board Examiners

Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court

?

in the Workload Comparison.
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FISCAL YEAR 1987
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS ;

FILINGS j
Court of Superior Family Non-Court ‘
Chancery Court Court Originated TOTALS
Criminal Appeals 0 0.0% 135 100.0% 0 0.0% o 0.0% 135 100.0%
Civil Appeals 42 18.3% 150 65.2% 38 16.5% 0 0.0% 230 100.0%
Certifications 0 0.0% 0 0.0% C 0.0% 4 100.0% 4 100.0%
E Original Applications ¢ 0.0% 0 0.0% G 0.0% 22 100.0% 22 100.0% :
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 0 -0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 10 100.0% 10 100.0%
TOTALS 42 10.5% 285 71.1% 38 9.5% 36 9.0% 401 100.0%
' DISPOSITIONS
Court of Superior Family Non-Caurt
Chancery Court Court Originated __TOTALS ;
. Criminal Appeals 0 0.0% 153 100.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 153 100.0% i
Civil Appeals 32 13.6% 153 64.8% 51 21.6% 0 0.0% 236 100.0% |
Certificatians 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 4 100.0% 4 100.0%
I Original Applications 0 0.0% ] 0.0% 0 0.0% 23 100.0% 23 1u0.0% :
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 0 0.0% o 0.0% 0 0.0% 6 100.0% 6 100.0% E
Bd. of Bar Exam. 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1.100.0% ‘
i TOTALS 32 7.6% 306 72.4% 51 12.1% 34 8.0% 423 100.0%
CHANGE IN PENDING CASES
Court of Superior Family Non-Court
! Chancery Court Court Originated TOTALS :
Criminal Appeals 0 -18 0 0 -18
Civil Appeals +10 -3 -13 0 -6 !
Certifications 0 0 0 0 0 !
' Original Applications 0 0 o -1 -1
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 0 0 0 +4 + 4
Bd. of Bar Exam. _ 0 0 0 =1 =1 i
. TOTALS +10 -21 -13 +2 ~22
l Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility.
Bd. of Bar Exam. = Board of Bar Examiners.
l Source: Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court
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SUPREME COURTY

Criminal Appeals
Civil Appeals
TOTALS

Certifications
Original Applications
Board of Bar Examiners
Bd. on Prof. Resp.
TOTALS

€Criminal Appeals

Civil Appeals
Certifications
Original Applications
Beoard of Bar Examiners
Bd. on Prof. Resp.
TOTALS

PAGE
FISCAL YEAR 1987 =2l=
WORKLOAD
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
APPEALS DISPOSITIONS
Reversed Leave to
AffF.Pt./ and Voluntary Court Appeal
Affirmed Rev.Pt. Reversed Remanded Remanded Dismissal Dismissal Denied TOTALS
111 72.6% 2 1.3% 6 3.9% 7 4.6% 0 0.0% 8 5.2% 19 12.4% 0 0.0% 153 100.0%
110 46.6% 11 4.7% 71 3.0% 8 3.4% 1 0.4% 43 18.2% 35 14.8% 21 B.9% 236 100.0%
221 56.8% 13 3.3% 13 3.3% 15 3.9% 1 0.3% 51 13.1% 54 13.9% 21 5.4% 389 100.0%
MISCELLANEOUS DISPOSITIONS
Leave to
Appeal Voluntary Court
Affirmed Denied Dismissal Dismiesal TOTALS
1 25.0% 3 75.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 4 100.0%
0 0.0% 3 13.1% 2 8.7% 18 78.3% 23 100.0%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 0 0.0% 1 100.0%
5 83.3% 0 _0.0% [1] 0.0% 1 16.7% _6 100.0%
6 17.7% 6 17.7% 3 8.8% 19 55.9% 34 100.0%
METHODS OF DISPOSITIONS
Assigned Per Curiam Written Voluntary
Opinion Opinion Order Dismissal TOTALS
25 16.3% 3 2.8% 117 76.5% 8 5.2% 153 100.0%
35 14.8% 6 2.6% 152 64.4% 43 18.2% 236 100.0%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 4 100.0% 1] 0.0% 4 100.0%
1 4.4% 0 0.0% 20 87.0% 2 B.7% 23 100.0%
0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 1 100.0%
0 _0.0% 0 0.0% 6 100.0% _0 __0.0% 6 100.0%
61 14.4% 9 2.1% 299 70.7% 54 12.8% 423 100.0%

AfF.Pt./Rev.Pt. =
Bd. on Prof. Resp. =

Source:

Affirmed in Part/Reversed in Part
Board on Professional Responsibility.

Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court



s

ME

Rurbsr of
Caaen

450 —

SUPREME COURT

10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND 5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS

448 ACTUAL

PAGE
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449
PROJECTED

TOTAL CASES O t
I
' 417
i
]
!
i
o __ | ,
§
. |
333 337 336
o l
319 |
|
293 t
270 __| .
274
|
257 R
240 < ‘
229 235 237\A |
224

215 :
180 ——F— 201 ‘
1

! Filings-Based on Paot 5 Yoars

o— | O0—O0 - inge.

NOTE: Trend lines computed by linear regression analysis. Filings : (1983-1987) of Actual Filinge
|

- - H Filingo-Bauod on Past 10 Years

so pispositions O O ! {1978-1987) of Actual Filings.
T |
!
?ending at End of Year )\ A
|
]
P
i
i

o | | l | | | 1 | | B l | | x
| ! I | | | l | I B | l | !
Flocal Year: 1978 1979 1980 1281 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Source: Administrative Office of the Courta
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SUPREME COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

Number of
Dispositions

Average Time from
Filing to Disposition

255.5 days
170.3
179.5

27.1
111.5
100.0
192.4 days

- FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

Criminal Appeals
Civil Appeals
Certifications
Original Applications
Bd. on Prof. Resp.
Bd. of Bar Exam.
TOTALS

Criminal Appesals 153
Civil Appeals 236
Certifications 4
Original Applications 23
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 6
Bd. of Bar Exam. 1
TOTALS* 423
COMPARISON

AVERAGE TIME FROM FILING TO DISPOSITION

1986

234.7 days
177.3

68.3

25.0
257.8

11.0
186.3 days

1987 Change
255.5 days + 20.8 days
170.3 - 7.0
179.5 +111.2

27 .1 + 2.1
111.5 -146.3
100.0 + 89.0
192.4 days + 6.1 days

Average Time from
Submission t¢ Disposition*

51.2 days

55.8

137 .3

17.2

34.7

52.3 days
% Change
+ .9

WO N N WD
. .
& W

a2 jav a® 3¢ a? a? av

.
A (= =

+ o+
—
o

|
wt

+80

+

*Average time from date submitted for judicial decision to actual date of disposition.
Not all Supreme Court dispositions require a judicial decision.

Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility.

Bd. of Bar Exam. = Board of

Saurce:

Bar Examiners.

Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court;

Administrative Office of the Courts

N O R R S S En R B .-



Type of Disposition

Affirmed

Affirmed Part/Reversed in Part
Reversed

Reversed and Remanded

Remanded

Voluntary Dismissal

Court Dismissal

Leave to Appeal Denied

TOTALS

Method of Disposition

Assigned Opinion
Per Curium Opinion
Written Order
Voluntary Dismissal
TOTALS

*Average time from date submitted for judicial decision to actual date of disposition.

Number of
Dispositions

SUPREME COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
PERFORMANCE BREAKDOWNS

ELAPSED TIME BY DISPOSITION TYPE

Average Time from
Filing to Disposition

Number of
Dispositions

Average Time from
Submission to Disposition*

227 245.0 days
13 390.2
13 363.0
15 327 .4
1 87.0
54 98.0
73 70.7
_27 19.6

423 192.4 days

ELAFSED TIME BY DISPOSITION METHOD

Average Time from
Filing to Disposition

55.2 days
118.1
134.4
102.3

0.0

21.5

14.8

52.3 days

Average Time from
Submission to Disposition*

61 398.0 days
9 293.3
299 164.4
_o4 98.0

423 192.4 days

Not all Supreme Court dispositions require a judicial decision.

Source: Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court;

140.5 days
87.9
33.3

52.3 days

Administrative 0O0ffice of the Courts
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COURT OF CHANCERY

Legal Authorization

The Constitutlon of Delaware, Artlcle |V, Sectlion 1, authorizes +the Court of Chancery.

Geographlc Organlzation

The Cour+ of Chancery holds court In Wilmington, Dover and Georgetown.

Legal Jurisdiction

The Court of Chancery has Jurlsdiction to hear and determine all matters and causes in equity. The
general equlty juritsdiction of +he Court is measured In terms of the generail equity Jurisdictlon of the High

Court of Chancery of Great Britain as 1+ existed prior +o the Separatlion of the Amerlican Colonles. The General

Assembly may confer upon the Court of Chancery additional statutory jurlsdictlton. |In today's practice, the
{1+tigation In the Court of Chancery conslsts largely of corporate matters, trusts, estates and other
fiductary matters, disputes Involving the purchase and sale of land, quesflons of tltle to real estate, and
commercial and contractual matters In general. When Issues of fact to be ¥rled by a Jury arise, the Court
of Chancery may order such facts to trial by Issues at the Bar of the Superfor Court (!0 Del. C. §369).

Judges

The Court ot Chancery conslists of one Chancellor and three Vice-Chancellors. The Chancellor and Vice-
Chancellors are appolinted by the Governor with the consent of the majorlity of the Senate's elected members

for 12-year terms. The Chancellor and Vice-Chancellior must be learned In +he law and must be Delaware
clitizens.

Suppor+ Personnel

The Chancellor may appolint court reporters, balliffs, criers or pages, and law clerks. The Reglster
In Chancery iIs the Clerk of the Court for atl actions except those within the Jurisdiction of the Reglister
of Wills. A Reglster in Chancery is elected for each county. The Chancellor or Vice-Chancellor resident
In the county is fo appoint one Chlef Deputy Reglster In Chancery in each county. The Register in Chancery
in New Castle County appolnts a Chlef Deputy Reglster In Chancery as well.




L/

Public Guardian

The Chancellor has the duty to appolnt +he Publlc Guardlan.

Caseload Trend

There were 706 clvil cases flled during FY 1987, which was 3.1% more +han the 685 filings In FY 1986.
528 cases were dlsposed of In FY 1987, a decrease of 19.9% from the 659 cases termlinated in FY 1986. The
mild rise In fllings along with the substantlal fall In dlspesitions led to a 20.8% increase in year end
pending from 857 at +he end of FY 1986 to 1,035 at the end of FY 1987,

There were 619 miscellaneous petitlons flled In the Cour+t durlng FY 1987 (mlscellaneous petltions include
appllcatlons for appolntment of guardlans, for approval of +tort settiements for minors, etc.). This
represents an Increase of 13.8% In statewlde miscellaneous matters flled during FY 1987 from 544 flilings
durling FY 1986,

The number of estates opened (filed) decreased sllightly from 2,080 In FY 1986 to 2,027 In FY 1987.
There was a decrease In estates closed (disposcd) as well, dropping from 1,809 In FY 1986 to 1,722 1in FY
1987. The pending at the end of the year rose for +the fourth consecutlive year; increasing by 10.2% +o 3,307
at the end of FY 1987 from 3,002 a+ the end of FY 1985,

i




COURT OF CHANCERY

JUDICIARY

Chancellor

Hon. William T. Allen (R, 5/30/97)
Vickie L. Lally, Secretary
(571-2442)

Vice-Chancellors

Hon. Maurice A. Hartnett, III (D, 9/29/88)
Shirley D. Wood, Secretary
Joyce D. Stockslager, Secretary
(736-4397, 571-2440)

Hon. Carolyn Berger (D, 3/27/96)
Rosalie Barbera, Secretary
(571-2443)

Hon. Jack B. Jacobs (D, 9/30/97)
R. Cathy Daniels, Secretary
(571-2441)
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Court of Chancery

134 Public Building

1020 North King Street

Wilmington, Delaware 19801
(571-2440)

Master in Chancery

Richard C. Kiger, Esquire
(571-2348)
Court Reporters

Henry D. Skogmo, Chief
(571-2447)

Lorraine B. Marino
(571-2448)

Jack B. White
(571-2447)

Notereader/Transcribers

Sharon Mcflure
Ann Nolan

lLaw Clerks

Nikos Stamos

J. Caleb Boggs, III

Mark Kearney

David Schaffer, Jr.
(571-2444)

COURT OF CHANCERY

SUPPORT PERSONNEL
KENT COUNTY
Court of Chancery

48 The Green
Dover, Delaware 19901
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Court of Chancery

Sussex County Courthouse
The Circle

Georgetown, Delaware 19947

Judicial Secretary/Receptionist

Mary Lou Wilcoxson
(856-5338)




NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Register in Chancery

Mezzanine Public Building

1020 King Street

Wilmington, Delaware 19801
(571-7540)

Registers in Chancery
John D. Kelly, III

Chief Deputies
M. Roger Holmes
Jane. L. Koke

Deputies
Patricia G. Randolph

Ken Lagowski

COURY OF CHANCERY

SUPPORT PERSONNEL . (CONT'D)

REGISTERS IN CHANCERY
KENT COUNTY
Register. in Chancery
Kent County Courthouse
38 The Green

Dover, Delaware 19901
(736-2242; 736-2243)

toretta L. Wootten

B. Gail Shaughnessy

Delores Chadwick
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SUSSEX COUNTY
Register in Chancery
Sussex County Courthouse
The Circle

Georgetown, Delaware 19947
(855-7842)

Harvey F., Donovan, Sr.

Bonnie E. Gregory

Stkirley S. Sommers




NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Register of Wills

Mezzanine, Public Building

1020 North King Street

Wilmington, Delaware 19801
(571-7545)

Registers of Wills
Joseph F. Flickinger, IIX
Diane Button, Secretary

Chief Deputies
Grover D. Luttrell, Jr.
Patricia Olesky

Deputies
Lillian Kleveland

Adelaide Giacoma

COURT OF CHANCERY
REGISTERS OF WILLS
KENT COUNTY
Register of Wills
Kent County Courthouse
38 The Green

Dover, Delaware 19901
(736-2233)

Sandra W. Dean

Francine Gilbert

Carocl A. Dill
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Register of Wills

Sussex County Courthouse

P.0. Boex 111

The Circle

Georgetown, Delaware 19947
(855-7876)

Ronald B. Waller

Isabelle P. Morris

Marie A. Scott




Pending
6/30/86
New -Castle 676
Kent 70
Sussex 111
State 857
FILINGS
1986
New Castle 555
Kent 45
Sussex 85
State 685
DISPOSITIONS
1986
New Castle 536
Kent 35
Sussex 88
State 659

Source: New Castle County, Kent

COURT OF CHANCERY

FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Pending Change In
Filings Dispositians 6/30/87 Pendin
rilings 87207817 rending
598 436 838 +162
47 46 71 + 1
61 46 126 + 15
706 528 1,035 +178

COMPARISON -~ FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
CIVIL CASES

WORKLOAD
1987 Change
598 + 43
47 + 2
61 -~ 24
706 + 21
1987 Change
436 -100
46 + 11
46 - 42
528 -131

County, and Sussex County Registers in Chancery

% Change
In Pending

+24.0%
+ 1.4%
+13.5%
+20.8%

% EChange

.

+ o+

wlm &~
.

- N WX

2% jav av ae

1
N

+

% Change

-18.7%
+31.4%
-47.7%
~19.9%




Husber of
Cases

1,200 ——

1,000

800

600

400

200

400

NOTE:

COURT OF CHANCERY

10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND 5-YEAR WORKLUAD PROJECTIONS
Civiy, CASES

Trend lines computed by liasar regression analysis.

ACTUAL

1,035

Fidings Oo——10

Dispositions O--0

Pending at End of Year NH—D

PROJECTED
974
3
924
a4
Bz['.i]/ an?
850
773 B

Pilings-Bazed on Past 5 Yeaxs
O———  (1383-1387) of Actuad Filings.

[ — Pilings-Baged on Past 10 Yearo
(1978-1987) of Actual Filings.

Fiscal Year:

1978

Source

| | I |
l | ! |
1979 1980 1981 1982

1 Mninistrative Office of ths Courts

1907



COURT OF CHANCERY

FISCAL YEAR 1987
MISCELLANEQUS MATTERS
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Pending Pending Change In % Change

6/30/86 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle 3,160 299 262 3,197 + 37 +1.2%
Kent 675 140 88 7217 + 52 +7.7%
Sussex 1,236 aso i34 1,282 + 46 +3.7%
State 5,071 619 484 5,206 +135 +2.7%

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
MISCELLANEQUS MATTERS

FILINGS

1986 1987 Change % Change
} New Castle 292 299 + 7 + 2.4%
§ Kent 50 140 +90 +180.0%
g Sussex 202 180 -22 - 10.9%
§ State 544 619 +75 + 13.8%
? DISPOSITIONS
; 1986 1987 Change % Change
; New Castle 248 262 +14 + 5.7%
; Kent 28 88 +60 +214.3%
; Sussex 144 134 -10 - 7.0%
g State 420 484 +64 + 15.2%

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Registers in Chancery




FILINGS

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

DISPOSITIONS

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Guardians

for Minors

117 39.1%
19 13.6%

17 _9.4%

153 24.7%

Guardians

for Minors

62 23.7%
22 25.0%

18 13.4%

102 21.1%

PENDING AT END OF YEAR

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

CHANGE IN PENDING

Guardians

for Minors

484 15.1%
273 37.6%

304 23.7%
1,061 20.4%

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Guardians

for Minors

Source: HNew Castle County,

Guardians

for Infirm

79 26.4%
32 22.9%

40 22.2%

151 24.4%

Guardians

for Infirm

64 24.4%
14 15.9%

41 30.6%

119 24.6%

Guardians

for Infirm

891 27.9%
238 32.7%

__105 _8.2%
1,234 23.7%

Guardians

for Infirm

+ 15
+ 18
- 1
+ 32

County, and

COURT OF CHANCERY

FISCAL YEAR 1987

MISCELLANEQUS MATTERS
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS

Trustees for
Mentally Ill

~

0o
. . 3
o o

a® av av

Nio o N
o
.
w
RO

Trustees for
Mentally 111

[== I = R oo
O oo
3% AR 3R

ojo o o
o
o
aR

Trustees for
Mentally Il1

160 5.0%
15 2.1%
16 1.3%

191 3.7%

Trustees for
Mentally I1l

N

+

+
NIO ©

Sussex County Registers in Chancery

Other
Trusts Matters
70 23.4% 31 10.4%
82 58.6% 7 5.0%
71 39.4% 52 28.9%
223 36.0% 90 14.5%
Other
Trusts Matters
126 48.1% 10 3.8%
46 52.3% 6 6.8%
26 19.4% 49 36.6%
198 40.9% 65 13.4%
Other
Trusts Matters
1,243 38.9% 419 13.1%
176 24.2% 25 3.4%
841 65.6% 16 1.3%
2,260 43.4% 460 8.8%
Other
Trusts Matters
- 56 + 21
+ 36 + 1
+ 45 + 3
+ 25 + 25

TOTALS

299 100.0%
140 100.0%

180 100.0%

619 100.0%

TOTALS

262 100.0%
88 100.0%

134 100.0%

484 100.0%

TOTALS

3,197 100.0%

727 100.0%

1,282 100.0%

5,206 100.0%

TOTALS

+ 37
+ 52
+ 46
+135




Number of ’ I
Cases COURT OF CHANCERY |
700 _— 10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND S-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS |
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS AL | PROJECTED
| 642 ]
I 631 \
‘ l
600 __§
613 i
5
M | - ® » ]
569 568 569 571 573 574
|
539 i
so0 | 530 |
O . O _ o | '
T3~ _ ~ 48 ~ 7484 |
478 - ~0 O P
e 457 N . i
O-__”c_,) 452 N /ON"‘O I
400 426 : N ~ 428 420 i
——h e Pl
Q |
391
I l
300 '
b |
NOTES: 1) Pending at End of Year not included. ’
2) Trend lines computed by linear regression anaylsis. |
|
]
200 .t | N
f
]
|
A Filings-Based on Past 5 Years
100 Filings [} d : o £ (1983-1987) of Actual Filings.
!
Filings~Based on Past 10 Years
Digpositions - - 58 9
spa O o : {1978-1987) of Actual Filings.
|
0 1 ! | | | | l | | L | 1 n 1
| | | ! | I | | I ] l | | |
Fiscal Year: 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1892
Source: Administrative Office of tlie Courts l
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FISCAL YEAR 1987 |
ESTATES i
WORKLOAD SUMMARY ;
Pending Pending Change In % Lhange é
6/30/86 Opened Closed 6/30/87 Pending In Pending §
New Castle 1,241 1,246 1,175 1,312 + 71 + 5.7% %
Kent 1,125 305 133 1,297 +172 +15.3% i
Sussex 636 476 414 698 + 62 + 9.8% 2
State 3,002 2,027 1,722 3,307 +305 +10.2%

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987

ESTATES
WORKLOAD
OPENED
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 1,300 1,246 - 54 - 4.2%
Kent 327 305 - 22 - 6.7%
Sussex 453 476 + 23 + 5.1%
State 2,080 2,027 - 53 - 2.6%
CiLO0SED
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 1,142 1,175 + 33 + 2.9%
Kent 222 133 - 89 -40.1%
Sussgex 445 414 - 31 - 7.0%
State 1,809 1,722 - 87 - 4.8B%

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Registers of Wills
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PUBLIC GUARDIAN =4l=

Legal Authorization

The authority for the Office of the Public Guardian 1is derived from Title 12, §3991, of the Delaware
Code, which states that:

"There Is established the Office of the Public Guardian, The Chancellor shall appoint the Public
Guardian, who shall serve at hls pleasure,"

Geographlc Organization

The Offlice of the Public Guardian has responsibility for the entire State and presents its petitions
for guardianships in the Court of Chancery in all three counties,

Legal Jurisdiction

The powers and dutles of +the Public Guardian are stated in Title 12, §3992, of the Delaware Code;

"The Pubiic Guardian, when appointed as guardian by Court order, shali:

1. Serve as a guardian for the property of aged, mentatlly infirm of physically incapacitated persons,
pursuant to §3914 of this Title;

2. Serve as a guardian for the person of aged, mentally or physically incapacitated persons where such
persons are in danger of substantiaily endangering their health, or of becoming subject to abuse by
other persons, or of becoming the victim of designing persons; or

3, Serve as both guardian of the person and of property of such person,"

The legislation creating the Office of the Public Guardian creates a guardianship capability for a person
needing a guardian but who does not have a relative, friend, or other person interested in and capable of
serving as a guardian, whose estate Is insufficient to purchase the services of a private guardian, or who
would best be served by a neutral guardian, This has resulted in the Office of the Public Guardian serving
as consultant to agencies, attorneys, or familles about guardianship matters.

Personne!

The Publlic Guardian is aided by a staff assistant, one full-time and ftwo part-time caseworkers, and
an accounting clerk,
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Caseload

There was a total of 120 referrals received by the Office of t+he Public Guardian during FY 1987 compared
with 107 referrals in FY 1986, 16 of the referrals in FY 1987 were determined to need the services of the
Public Guardian as a guardian and petitions were presented in the appropriate counties In these cases, The
Public Guardian was responsible for 53 wards as of June 30, 1986, which increased to 56 wards as of Juhe 30,
1987,

The remaining 104 referrals during FY 1987 were determined not to need guardlianship to resolve their
problems and were served by utilizing the resources of other state and private agencies to ald the client,
involving the famlly of the client, helping the client take some voluntary actlion on his own behalf, or
of fering counseling to heip the client solve his own problems, This is an Increase of 14.3% from FY 986
when there were 91 such referrals,




New Castle County
[ith Floor
Elber+t N. Carvel Delaware State Bldg.
820 Nor+th French Street
Wilmington, DE 19801
(571-2990)

Publlc Guardtan
Barbara F. Blevins

Staff Asslstant
Barbara A. Wlaker

Casewvworker
Patricia E. Gesler

Accountling Clerk
Marilyn Bergeron—Huard

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

Kent County
James Willlams State Service Center
805 Rlver Road
Dover, DE 19901
(736~4072)

Elections Building

101 Court Sireet

Dover, DE 19901
(736-5651)

PERSONNEL

Caseworker

Hugh Waters

(Willlams St+ate Service Center)

Publtc Guardlan

Barbara F. Blevins
(Elections Bulldlng)}

Surrogate Parent Coordinator

Vacant
(Electlons Butiding)
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Sussex County
Laurel State Service Center
111 Mechanlc¢ Street
Laurel, DE 19956
(856—-5223}

Caseworker

Karen E. Bounds




PUBLIC GUARDIAN

FISCAL YEAR 1987
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Pending New Cases Pending

6/30/86 Referrals Closed 6/30/87
Guardianships 53 16 13 56
Investigations _17 104 99 a2
TOTALS 60 120 112 68

COMPARISON -~ FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987

WORKLGAD

New Referrals

1986 1987 Change
Guardianships 16 16 o
Investigations 91 04 +13
TOTALS 107 120 +13
Cases Closed

1986 1987 Change
Guardianships 9 13 + 4
Investigations 920 99 + 9
TOTALS 99 112 +13
Source: 0Office of the Public Guardian

PAGE |

Change In % Change E
Pending In Pending
+ 3 + 5.7%
+ 5 + 71.4%
+ 8 + 13.3%

% Change

0.0%
+ 14.3%
+ 12.2%

% Change

+ 44.4%
+ 10.0%
+ 13.1%
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Legal Authorlzatlon

The Constlitutlion of Delaware, Article IV, Section |, created the Superior Court.

Geographlc Organlzatlion

Sesslions of Superlor Court are held In each of the three countles at the county seat.

Legal Jurisdiction

Superlor Court has statewide original Jurisdiction over criminal and civil cases, except equlty cases,
over which the Court of Chancery has excluslive Jurisdiction. The Court's authority to award damages 1s not
sub Ject to.a monetary maximum. The Court hears cases of personal injury, libel and siander, and coniract claims.
The Court also trles cases Involving medical malpractice, legal malpractice, property cases involving mortgage
foreclosures, mechanics llens, condemnations, and appeals related to iandlord-tenant disputes and appeals from
+he Automoblle Arblitration Board. The Court has exclustve Jurlsdiction over felonies and drug offenses (except
most felonies and drug offenses Invoiving mlInors and except possession of mari juana cases).

Superlor Court has Jjurisdiction over Involuntary commitments of +he mentally 111l +o the Delaware State
Hosplital. The Court serves as an Intermedlate appeliate court, hearing appeals on the record from the Court
of Common Pleas, Family Court (adult criminal), and more than 50 administrative agencies Including the Industrial
Acclident Board, Unemployment insurance Appeal Board, Alcohol Beverage Control Commisslon, Tax Appeal Board,
Zoning and Adjustment Boards, and other quasi-judicial bodles. Appeals from Alderman's Courts, Justice of the
Peace Courts, and Municlipal Court are heard on trlals de novo (second trials) In Superior Court. Appeals from
Superfor Court are argued on the record before the Sup?Ehe Court. Senate BlIl 210, which became effectlive upon
belng signed by the Governor on July 13, 1987, changed the route for clvil and juvenile dellnquincy appeals
from Family Court to the Supreme Court rather +than the past appellate procedure to the Superior Court.

Judges

Number: There are thlirteen Judges appolnted to +the Superlor Court bench. One Judge Is appointed Preslident
Judge with administrative responsibillty for the Court, and three are appolnted as Resldent Judges and must
reside In the county In which they are appointed. No more than a bare majority of t+he Judges may be of one
polltical party; the rest must be of +he other major political party.

Appointment: The Governor appolnts Superior Ccurt Judges wi+h the consent of the Senate.

Tenure: The Judges are appolnted for 12-year terms,

Qualifications: The Jjudges must be learned In the law.
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Support Personnel

Superlor Court may appolnt court reporters, law clerks, balliffs, presentence offlicers, a secretary for
each Judge, and other personnel.

An elected Prothonotary for each county serves as Clerk of the Superior Cour+t for that county. The
Prothonotary 1s the record keeper for the Superlor Court and Is directly Involved with the daily operations
of the Court. The offlce handles the Jury list, property llens, reglstration of law students and attorneys,
and is the custodlian of costs and fees for the courts and for the Attorney Generai. 1+ Issues permits to carry
deadly weapons, recelves ball, deals with the refease of Incarcerated prisoners, Issues certificates of notary
public where applicable, issues certlficates of election to elected offlclals, Issues commlitments to the State
Hospltal and collects and distrlbutes restitution monles as ordered by the Court In addltion +o numerous other
duties. It Is also charged with the security, care and custody of Courts?' exhiblits. The Prothonotary Offlces
became State-funded depariments within Superlor Court on October 1, 1987.

Elected sheriffs, one per county, also serve Superlor Court.

Caseload Trend

There was a 3.8% drop In criminal filings to a total of 4,464 criminal fillngs 1n FY 1987 from 4,642 fllings
in FY 1986. Criminal dispositions Increased by 13.4% from 4,172 tn FY 1986 +o 4,731 in FY 1987, The Increase
in dispositlions whlle fllings decreased led o a 12.0% decrease In crimlnal pending from 2,234 at the end of
FY 1986 to 1,967 criminal pending at the end of FY 1987. The rate of compliance with the 120 Day Speedy Trial
Directive fell +o 50,2% statewlde during FY 1987 from 56.2% In FY 1986, Thls was due In large part to the 43.6%
rate of compllance in New Castle County durlng FY 1987,

Clvii fllings increased In each county for the second consecutive year with clivil filings statewlide risling
by 12.2% 4o 4,565 In FY 1987 from 4,067 In FY 1986, Clvil dlspositlons Increased by 3.3% from 3,470 in FY 1986
to 3,584 In FY 1987. Civil pendlng rose In all countles with a statewlide rilse of 18,9% from an amended total
of 5,189 at the end of FY 1986 to 6,170 at+ the end of FY 1987.

Durtng FY 1987 there was an Increase of 3.7% In total filings to a +total of 9,029 flltngs In FY 1987 from
8,709 In FY 1986. Total dispositions rose by 8.8% fo a total of 8,315 during FY 1987 from 7,642 In FY 1986.
Since more cases were filed than were disposed of, the total number of cases pending Increased by 9.6% fron
an amended total of 7,423 pending at the end of FY 1986 to 8,137 total pending at the end of FY 1987.




NEW CASTLE COUNTY

President Judge

Hon. Albert J. Stiftel (D, 8/8/90)
Ann Lafferty, Secretary
(571-2355)

Resident Judge

Han. Joshua W. Martin, III (R. 6/9/95)
Ann Wallace, Secretary
(571-2544)

Associate Judges

Hon. Vincent A. Bifferato (D, B/5/92)
Doris Myers, Secretary
(571-2361)

Hon. Vincent J. Poppiti (D, 6/10/95)
Mary Jane DeMatteis, Secretary
(571-2358)

Hon. Clarence W. Taylor (R, 7/1/96)
Barbara Rogers, Secretary
(571-2374)

Hor. Richard S. Gebelein (R, 9/14/96)
Patrice Wheeler, Secretary
(571-2369)

Hon. Bernard Balick (D, 9/30/97)
Ivone Marvel, Secretary
(571-2367)

Hon. John E. Babiarz, Jr. (D, 9/30/97)
Carol Edwards, Secretary
(571-2354)

Vacant

SUPERIOR COURT

JUDICIARY

KENT COUNTY

Resident Judge

Hon. William G. Bush, III (D, 9/13/96)
Eileen Masino, Secretary
(736-5333)

Associate Judge

Hon. Henry duPont Ridgely (R, 9/14/96)
Deborah Martin, Secretary
(736-5331)
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Resident Judge

Hon. William B. Chandler,

Mary Ellen Greenley, Secretary

(856-5257)

Associate Judge

Hon. William S. Lee (R, 6/30/98)

Karen J. Taylor,
(856-5256)

Secretary

IT1I (R, 6/30/98
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Superior Court

Public Building

1020 North King Street
Wilmington, DE 19801

Administrator

Thomas J. Ralston
S. Maureen Golden, Secretary
(571-2380)

Jury Manager

Doris E. Harris
(571-2380)
Administrative Officer

Michael E. Indellini
(571-2376)
Arbitration Coordinator

Felicia C. Jones
(571-2343) .
Case Scheduling Office

Arthur W. Birch, Director
(571-2409)
Asbestos Litigation Master

Mare P. Niedzielski

Law Clerks

Lydia F. Anderson
Lee Applebaum

Karen M. Cunningham
Elizabeth Daniello
Carol J. Dulin
Marsha J. Epstein
Carolyn T. Greene
Michael R. Ippoliti
Stephen L. Nowak
Jury Commissioners

Alma C. Allen
Robert S. Chapin

SUPERIOR COURT
SUPPORT PERSONNEL
KENT COUNTY
Superior Court
Kent County Courthouse

38 The Green
Dover, DE 19901

Joyce C. DuBour
(736-5353)

Paul E. Bilodeau
Carole E. L. Davis

Wallace F. McFaul, Jr.
John F. MecDonald
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Superior Court

Sussex County Courthouse
The Circle

Georgetown, DE 19947

Lisa D. Isaacs
(856-5525)

Kim Ayvazian
Jill L. Petersen

Ralton H. Dennis
Milan F. West
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Presentence Officers

William G. Echols, Chief

Cille Andersen
(571-2420)

Court Reporters
Morris D. Pearson, Chief
(571-2390)

Bailiffs
John K. Truitt, Chief

NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Prothonotary

Publiec Building

1020 North King Street

Wilmington, DE 19801
(571-6470)

Prothonotaries
Deborah H. Capano

Chief Deputies
Elizabeth 0. Richeson
Sandra Autman

Deputies

Sharon Agnew
Barbara Hrinak
Edgar Johnson
Wilma McDowell

SUPERIOR COURT

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED)

KENT COUNTY

Jesse L. Williams, Chief
(736-5275)

Debra S. Holt
(736~5311)

Wilkliam R. Staats, Chief
PROTHONOTARIES

KENT COUNTY

Prothonotary

Kent County Courthouse

38 The Green

Dover, DE 19901
(736-5328)

Emily G. Morris

Mary Jane Smith

Phyllis Lints

SUSSEX COUNTY

Jana E, Mollahan, Chief
(856-5549)

Eileen G. Kimmel
(856-5596)

Sydney J. Hitchens, Chief

SUSSEX COUNTY

Prothonotary

Sussex County Courthouse

The Circle

Georgetown, DE 19947
(856-5740)

Lynn W. Moore

Carol B. Thomas
Faith Wilson




NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Sheriff

Publlc Bullding

1020 North Klng Street

Wilmington, DE 19801
(571~7564, 571~7565)

Sheriffs

Michael P. Walsh

Chlef Deputles

Loretta Forsythe-Walsh

Sheriff's Offlice Administrator

Patrlicia C. Rappa

Chief Deputy Sheriff

Willlam 1. Houghton

SUPERIOR COURT

SHERIFFS

KENT COUNTY

Shertff

Kent County Courthouse

38 The Green

Dover, DE 1990}
(736-2160)

Carl M. Wrlght
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Sherl1{f

Sussex County Courthouse

The Circle

Georgetown, DE 19947
(855-7830)

Wililam L. Jones

Kenneth C. Whaley




Number
Pendin
6/30/8
New Castle 1,712
Kent 344
Sussex 178
State 2,234

FILINGS

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

RISPOSITIONS

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Source: Superior Court

SUPERIOR COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL CASES
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

of Defendants
g Pending
6 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87
3,232 3,551 1,393
616 563 397
516 617 177
4,464 4,731 1,967

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987

Number of Defendants

1986 1987

3,532 3,232
606 616
504 616

4,642 4,464

Number Of Defendants

1986 1987
3,142 3,551
546 563
484 617
4,172 4,731

Case Scheduling Office

WORKLOAD

Change

- 300
+ 10
+ 112
- 178

Change

+409
+ 17
+133
+559

Change 1In
Pending

-319
+ 53
- 1
-267

% Change

.
i

2% |aR 3' 3w

+ +
N
WiN -~
.
@I~

% Change

+13.0%
+ 3.1%
+27 5%
+13.4%

PAGE

% Change
In Pending

-18.6%
+15.4%
- 0.6%
-12.0%
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SUPERIOR COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL CASES
WORKLOAD
EXPLANATORY NOTES

The unit of count in Superlior Court criminal cases Is the defendant. A defendant 1s defined as an individual
named in an indictment, so that an Individual named in 3 Indlictments Is counted as 3 defendants. An
Indlvidual with a consecutlively-numbered series of informatlons, appeals, or transfers filed on the same

day 1ts counted as one defendant.

Informations are flled 1If defendants walve indlctment.

Transfers are defendants brought before the Court of Common Pleas In New Castle County who request jury
trials. Since the Court of Common Pleas In Kent and Sussex Counties itseif holds jJjury frlals, there are
no *transfers In elther of those counties.

Reinstatements represent defendants who have had their cases disposed of who are brought back hefore Superior
Court for one of the followlng reasons:

- Mlstrial

~ Hung Jury

- Motion for new trlal granted

- Guilty plea withdrawn

- Lower court appeal reinstated atter being dismlssed

- Convlictlion overturned by Supreme Court; remanded to Superior Court for new frial.

Severances are defendants indicted on multiple charges whose charges are severed to be Tried separately.

Trilal dispositlons refer to the number of defendants whose charges were disposed of at a trial rather than
the number of trials. The date of dlspositlon Is the +rtal date. Should the decislon be reserved, 11 wilil
be +he date when the opinlon 1s handed down.

A defendant Is counted as belng dlsposed of by nolle prosequl only if all charges In an Indlictment or
fnformatlon or ali charges transferred or appealed simultaneously are dropped. For example, If a defendant
pleads gutity to one charge In an Indlictment, and other charges in the same indictment are then nol-prossed,
t+hat defendant Is consldered to have been disposed of by guilty plea on the date of the plea.
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Defendants are not.counted as dlsposed of by nol-pros 1If the nolle prosequl was filed to an orlginal charge
because the defendant entered 2 gullty plea to a New Information. The New Information Is a further action
In an existling case and Is not counted as a separate filing, so the nol~pros is not the primary dlsposition.

Only nol-prosses filed for defendants who were actually brought before Superlor Court by Indlictment,
informat+ion, appeal, transfer, relinstatement, or severance are counted In the total number of Superlor Court
dispositions. Nolle prosequis of unindicted defendants are llsted separately because such defendants were
never formally before the Superior Court.

Unindlcted nolle prosequis are felony or dru§y defendants who were arrested and were bound over +to Superlor
Court by a lower court elther because probable cause was found or because the defendant walved prellminary
heerlng. The Attorney General then dectded not to seek indictment or the grand Jury tgnored the indlictment
and a nolle prosequi was filed.

Remands are defendants who appealed or transferred thelir cases to Superlor Court and had them remanded back
to the lower court. ADRR's are cases in which an appeal 1o Superior Court has been dismissed with the record
belng remanded to the court from which I+ came. ADRR's and remands do not constitute the disposltions of

all appeals that are flled; some are disposed of by trlal de novo, plea, or nolle prosequi.

A consollidatlon represents a single Individual who Is Indlicted separately on different charges but whose
charges are consolldated to be +ried together. Thus an individual Indicted in January and again In February,
and who Is counted as two flllings, will recelve one +trlal! dispositlon and one consolidatlion disposition If
+he charges are irled together.

Participation In the First Offender Program Is limited to defendants who are charged wi+th drlving under +the
influence or select drug possession charges and are flrst-time offenders. The defendants choose to enroli

in a rehabiiitation program and walve their right to a speedy *rial in the process. The charge s dropped

once the defendant satisfactorily completes the program and pays all fees.



SUPERIOR COURT

ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling O0ffice
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CRIMINAL CASES
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS
FILINGS
Number of Defendants Brought to Superior Court By:
Indictment Information Appeal Transfer Reinstatement Severance TOTALS
New Castle 2,468 76.4% 34 1.1% 149 4.6% 545 16.9% 31 1.0% 5 0.1% 3,232 100.0%
Kent 573 93.0% 31 5.0% 8 1.3% 0 0.0% 2 0.3% 2 0.3% 616 100.0%
Sussex 139 22.6% 473 76.8% 2 0.3% 0 0.0% .2 0.3% 0 0.0% 616 100.0%
State 3,180 71.2% 538 12.1% 159 3.6% 545 12.2% 35 0.8% 7 0.2% 4,464 100.0%
DISPOSITIGNS
Number of Defendants Disposed of By:
Guilty Nolle Remand or First
Trial Plea Prosequi Dismissal ADRR Transfer Offender Consoalidation TOTALS
New Castle 257 7.2% 2,292 64.6% 853 24.0% 26 0.7% 24 0.7% 4-0.1% 95 2.7% 0 0.0% 3,551 100.0
Kent 23 H.1% 445 79.1% 94 16.7% 1 0.2% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 563 1006.90%
Sussex 27 4.4% 455 73.7% 115 18.6% _2 0.3% _10.2% _6 1.0% 11 1.8% 0 0.0% 617 100.0%
State 307 6.5% 3,192 67.5% 1,062 22.4% 29 0.6% 25 0.5% 10 0.2% 106 2.3% 0 0.0% 4,731 100.0%
PENDING AT END OF YEAR
Number of Defendants
Triable Non-Triable TOTALS
New Castle 1,020 73.2% 373 26.8% 1,393 100.0%
Kent 142 35.8% 255 64.2% 397 100.0%
Sussex 109 61.6% 68 38.4% 177 100.0%
State 1,271 64.6% 696 35.4% 1,967 100.0%
CHANGE IN PENDING
Number of Defendants
Triable Non-Triable TOTALS
New Castle ~304 - 15 -319
Kent +.50 + 3 + 53
Sussex + 7 - 8 - 1
State -247 - 20 -267
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FISCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL CASES
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
TRIAL DISPOSITIONS -~ PART ONE
Number of Defendants Disposed of By:
No Final
Jury Trial Non-Jury Trial TOTALS Guilty Not Guilty# Dispositions#*# TOTALS
é New Castle 243 94.6% 14 5.4% 257 100.08% ] 167 65.0% 56 21.8% 34 13.2% 257 100.0%
/ Kent 23 100.0% 0 0.0% 23 100.0% 15 65.2% 4 17.4% 4 17.4% 23 100.0%
: Sussex 15 _55.6% 12 44.4% 27 100.0% | 21 77.8% _6 22.2% 0 _0.0% 27 100.0%
: State 281 91.5% 26 B8.5% 307 100-0% | 203 66.1% 66 21.5% 38 12.4% 307 100.0%
% TRIAL DISPOSITIONS - PARY TVO
E Number of Defendants Disposed of By:
Jury Trial Non-Jury Trial
Nolle Nolle
Guilty HNot Prosequi Dismissed Hung Guilty Not Prosequi Dismissed

Guilty LIO Guilty At Trial At Trial Mistrisl Jury|Guilty LIO Guilty At Trial At Trial Mistrial TOTALS

New Castle 142 16 43 6 3 15 18 g 1} 2 a 2 1 257
Kent 14 1 4 0 1} 4 0 0 0 0 a0 0 0 23
Sussex a2z o 3 0 ] 0 ol ¢ 3 2 ] 1 [ _21
State 168 17 50 6 3 19 18 15 3 4 0 3 1 307

LI0 = Lesser Included Offense
#Includes Dismissals at Trial and Nolle Prosequis at Trial
#*Hung Juries and Mistrials

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office

0




PG-0Original
New Castle 757 15.2%
Kent 181 82,6%
Sussex 212 75.2%
State 1,150 76.3%

PG-Origlinai
New Castle 279 21.7%
Ken+t 76 33.6%
Sussex 91 52.6%
State 446 26.5%

PG-0Orliglinal
New Castle 1,036 45.2%
Kent 257 57.8%
Sussex 303 66.6%
State 1,596 50.0%

Source:

Gullty plea dispositions do not Include pleas made durlng trials.

disposition tota

"PG-Orliglnal" lIncludes defendants who plied gulity +to ail
count indlctment, appeal, itransfer,
"PG-Lesser" Includes defendants whs pled gullty fo a
a less serlous charge of a muitl-~count tndlictment or other filings,

Ise.

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
GUILTY PLEA DISPOSITIONS

PG-Lesser

205 20.4%

28 12.8%
68 24.1%

301 20.0%

PG-Lesser

590 45.9%

126 55.8%
79 45.7%

795 47.2%

SUPERIOR COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987

CRIMINAL CASES

Felony
PG-N1
24 2.4%
3 1.4%
2 0.7%
29 1.9%

Misdemeanor

PG-N1
112 8.7%

9 4.0%

3 1.7%
124 7.4%

Gullty Plea Totals

PG~-Lesser

795 34.7%

154 34.6%
147 32.3%

1,096 34,3%

PG-NI
136 5.9%

12 2.7%

5 1.1%
153 4.8%

EXPLANATORY NOTES

or reinstatement.

serlious charge of a multli-count Indictment or other flllng.

"PG-NI" indlicates that a defendant pled gulity to a new Information ~ always a

the orlglnal one
"PG-Information"
the Attorney Gen

denotes a defendant who walved

eral.

Indlictment and pled gulity fo an

PG~-Informatton

21 2.5%
7 3.2%
0 0.0%

28  1.9%

PG-Information

TOTALS

1,007 100,0%
219 100.0%
282 100.0%

304 23.7%
15  6.6%
0 0.0%
319 18.9%

PG-Information

1,508 100,0%

TOTALS

1,285 100.0%
226 100.0%
173 100.0%

325 14.2%
22 4.9%
0 0.0%
347 10.9%

1,684 100.0%

TOTALS

2,292 100,0%
445 100.0%
455 100.0%

3,192 100.0%

They are lIncluded In the +triail

or a

charges or to the major charge of a muiti-

lesser-inciuded offense of the most serlous charge,

lesser Included offense of a less

less serlous charge than

information flled by

A plea of nolo contendere Is considered to be +he equlvalent of a guilty plea; e.g., a plea of nolo

contendere to a

lesser Included offense

Superlor Cour+i Case Schedullng Offlce.

1s counted with the PG-lLesser.
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PAGE
FISCAL YEAR 1987 =p2=
CRIMINAL CASES
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
NOLLE PROSEQUI DISPOSITIONS -~ PART ONE*
Number of Defendants Number of Defendants Total Number of
With Nolle Prosequis With Nolle Prosequis Defendants Disposed
By Special Condition By Merit 0f By Nolle Prosegui
New Castle 416 48.8% 437 51.2% 853 100.0%
Kent 37 39.4% 57 60.6% 94 100.0%
Sussex 31 27.0% 84 73.0% 115 100.0%
State 484 45.6% 578 54.4% 1,062 100.0%
¢ NOLLE PROSEQUI DISPOSITIONS - PART THWO*
Number of Defendants Number of Defendants
with Nolle Prosequis with Nolle Prosequis
by Special Condition by Merit
~
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§ New Castle 63 59 112 61 20 2 5 2 92 15 2 6 133 79 64 14 118 1 5 853
Kent 7 8 4 9 7 0 0o 2 0 1 o o 14 7 5 1 29 0 O 94
é Sussex 18 5 o 73 3 0 1 0 1 (o] (] 4 22 10 12 1 34 0 1 1i5
i State 88 72 116 73 30 2 6 4 93 16 2 10 169 096 81 i6 181 1 6 1,062
% ¥Nolle Prosequis for indlicted defendants only.

AG = Attorney General
Source: - Superlor Court Case Schedullng Offlice
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FISCAL YEAR 1987 _

CRIMINAL CASES i

DISPOSITIONS BY OFFENSE TYPE i
NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Number of Defendants Disposed of By:

Trial Guilty Remand/ First

0f fense G-NG-NFD Plea NP Dismissal ADRR Transfer Offender TOTALS
Crimes of Violence '
Murder fist 5- 1-°0 9 2 0 0 0 0 17
Murder 2nd 0- t- 0 2 9 0 0 0 o 12
Manslaughter 1- 0- 0O 5 G 0 1] ¢ o 6
Attempted Murder 1st 6- 0- 1 1 4 0 0 o 0 22
Assault 1st 6- 2- O 26 13 o 0 0 0 47
Assault 2nd 2- 4- 1 49 33 1 i} 0 0 90
Rape 1st 11- 0- 0 34 16 U] 0 (1] 1] 61
Rape 2nd 0- 0~ 1 16 7 0 0 1] 3] 24
Sodomy 1st/2nd 1- 0- O 4 1 o 0 o o 6
Kidnapping 1st/2nd 2- 1-0 13 11 0 0 o o 27
Robbery 1st 17- 4- 5 73 37 2 ¢ 0 o 138
Robbery 2nd 5- 0~ O 50 22 0 0 0 0 77 !
Drug Offenses f
Delivery 21~ 5- & 182 40 1 1] 0 4 257 i
Possession w/Intent to Deliver 13- 1~ 3 181 33 1 g 0 1 233 i
Possession NN Schedule I 0- 0~ 6 8 3 g 0 0 5 16 :
Other Drug Offenses 1- 0- 0 103 47 g 0 0 52 203
Remaining Indicted Offenses
All Forgery 3- 1- 0 157 37 0 0 0 o 198
Theft/RSP/Burglary 28-14- 9 638 202 0 2 0 0 893 :
Weapons Offenses 2- 8-10 182 56 2 0 0 0 250 :
Other 8- 3- 5 263 111 9 ] 1 0 400 é
Appeals and Transfers !
pui/cul 25- 5~ 3 140 14 4 8 1 33 233 §
Other Traffic Offenses 4- 3- 1 69 50 3 5 0 0 135 ;
Non~-Traffic Offenses 6- 3- 1 77 10> 3 _9 2 o 206 :
TOTALS 167-56-34 2,292 853 26 24 4 95 3,551
ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded NG = Not Guilty (includes Dismissals at Trial and
DUI/CUY = Driving Under the Influence/Control Under Nolle Prosequis at Trial)

the Influence NN = Non-Narcotic

G = Guilty NP = Nolle Prosequi
NFD = No Final Disposition (Hung Juries and Mistrials) - RSP = Receiving Stolen Property

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office
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% FISCAL YEAR 1987 4
CRIMINAL CASES

DISPOSITIONS BY OFFENSE TYPE

KENT COUNTY

Trial Guilty Remand/ First
: Offense ‘ G-NG-NFD Plea NP Dismissal ADRR Transfer Offender TOTALS
§ Crimes of Violence
Murder 1st 2-0-0 2 1 0 0 0 0 5
| Murder 2nd 0-1-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Manslaughter 0-0-0 o ] 0 0 0 0 0

Attempted Murder 1st 0-0-0 4 0 0 0 0 0 4

Assault 1st 0-1-0 10 5 0 0 0 o 16

Assault 2nd 0~0-0 26 1 0 0 0 0 27
! Rape 1ist 2-0-0 4 2 0 0 0 0 8
Rape 2nd 1-0-0 8 2 0 0 0 0 X
Sodomy 1st/2nd 0-0-0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Kidnapping 1st/2nd 0-0-1 3 2 0 0 0 0 6

Robbery 1st 4-0-0 7 10 0 0 0 0 21

Robbery 2nd 0-0-0 3 2 0 4] 0 1] 5

Drug Offenses

Delivery 0-0-1 17 3 0 0 ] 0 21
: Possession w/Intent to Deliver 0-0-0 9 2 0 0 0 0 11
Possession NN Schedule 1 0-0-0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
i Other Drug Offenses 1-0-0 24 4 o 0 V] o 29
: Remaining Indicted Offenses

All Forgery 0-0-0 63 13 0 ] 1] o 76
: Theft/RSP/Burglary 2-2-2 148 24 1 o o 0 179
i Weapans Offenses 1-0-0 55 12 0 0 0 ] 68
; Other 1-0-0 57 10 o 0 0 0 68

Appeals and Transfers

DUI/CUI 1-0-0 2 0 0 o 0 g 3

Other Traffic O0ffenses 0~-0-0 0 g o 0 0 0 0

Non-Traffic Offenses 0-0-0 _1 o g a a i) 1

TOTALS 15-4-4 445 94 1 0 0 0 563

ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded NG = Not Guilty - (Includes Dismissals at Trial

DUI/CUI = Driving Under the Influence/Control Under and Nolle Prosequis at Trial)

the Influence NN = Non-Narcotic
G = Guilty NP = Nolle Prosequi
NFD = No Final Disposition (Hung Juries and Mistrials) RSP = Receiving Stolen Property

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office



SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987 =65=
CRIMINAL CASES

DISPOSITIONS BY OFFENSE TYPE

SUSSEX COUNTY

Trial Guilty Remand/ First
Offense G-NG-NFD Plea NP Dismissal ADRR Transfer O0ffender TOTALS
Crimes of Violence
Murder 1st 0- 0-0 2 o 0 0 o 0 2
Murder 2nd 0- 0-0 1 0 0 Y 0 4] 1
Manslaughter 0- 0-0 1 ] a 0 1] 0 1
Attempted Murder 1st 0- 0-0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2
Assault 1ist 1- 0-0 14 0 0 0 o 0 15
Assault 2nd 1- 0-0 19 8 0 0 0 0 28
Rape 1ist 2- 1-0 11 1 0 0 0 o 15
Rape 2nd 0- 0-0 1 1 0 0 o 0 2
Sodomy 1st/2nd 1~ 0-0 0 g o 0 0 0 1
Kidnapping 1st/2nd 2- 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Robbery 1st 0- 0-0 14 4 0 0 0 0 18 :
Robbery 2nd 6~ 0-0 5 1 a 0 0 0 6 ;
Drug -Offenses :
Delivery 0- 0-0 19 6 0 0 0 0 25 ;
Possession w/Intent to Deliver 0- 0-0 9 4 1] 0 0 0 13 5
Possession NN Schedule I 0- 1-0 5 2 0 0 0 3 11 :
Other Drug Offenses 0- 0-0 16 6 0 0 0 1 23 :
Remaining Indicted Offenses i
All Forgery 0- 0-8 17 4 0 C 0 0 21 :
Theft/RSP/Burglary 7- 0-0 169 44 1 0 2 0 223 i
Weapons Offenses 0- 0-0 9 7 0 0 0 0 16 i
Other 6- 1-0 114 23 1 0 4 0 149 :
Appeals and Transfers
DUI/CUI 1- 2-0 21 3 0 0 o 7 34 ;
Other Traffic Offenses 0- 1-0 6 1 0 1 0 0 9 ;
Non-Traffic OFfenses 0- 0-0 _ 0 _a a a 1] 0 0 :
TOTALS 21- 6-0 455 115 2 1 6 1 617
ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded NG = Not Guilty (Includes Dismissals at Trial
DUI/CUI = Driving Under the Influence/Cantrol Under and Nolle Prosequis at Trial)
the Influence NN = Non-Nar~otic
G = Guilty NP = Nolle Prosequi
NFD = No Fipal Disposition (Hung Juries and Mistrials) RSP = Receiving Stolen Property

Sources Superior Court Case Scheduling Office



Trial Guilty Remand/ First

Offense G-NG-~NFD Plea NP Dismissal ADRR Transfer Of fender TOTALS
Crimes of Violence
Murder 1st 7- 1- 0 13 3 0 0 0 0 24
Murder 2nd 0- 2- 0 3 9 0 0 g 0 14
Manslaugher 1- 0- 0 6 0 o 0 0 0 7
Attempted Murder 1lst 6- 0- 1 17 4 0 0 0 1] 28
Assault lst 7- 3-0 50 18 0 0 0 a 78
Assault 2nd 3- 4- 1 94 42 1 0 0 ] 145
Rape 1st 15- 1- 0 49 19 0 4] 1] 0 84
Rape 2nd - 0- 1 25 10 0 o 0 o 37
Sodomy 1st/2nd 2- 0-0 4 2 0 0 0 0 8
Kidnapping 1st/2nd 4- 1- 1 16 13 0 0 0 ] 35
Robbery 1st 21— 4- 5 94 51 2 0 1] 0 177
Robbery 2nd 5- 0~ 0 58 25 1] 1] 0 0 88
Drug Offenses
Delivery 21~ 5- 5 218 49 1 0 0 4 303
Possession w/Intent to Deliver 13- 1- 3 199 39 1 0 0 1 257
Possession NN Schedule I 0- 1~ 0C 15 5 0 0 0 8 29
Other Drug Offenses 2- 0- 0 143 57 0 0 0 53 255
Remaining Indicted Offenses
All Forgery 3- 1-0 237 54 0 0 0 ] 295
Theft/RSP/Burglary 37-16-11 955 270 2 2 2 o 1,295
Weapons Offenses 3- 8- 0 246 75 2 0] 0 0 334
Other 15~ 4~ 5 434 144 10 0 5 0 617
Appeals and Transfers
DuI/CUI 27- 7~ 3 163 17 4 8 1 40 270
Other Traffic Offenses G- 4- 1 75 51 3 6 0 0 144
Non-Traffic Offenses 6- 3- 1 78 105 3 9 _2 _ 0 207
TOTALS 203-66-38 3,192 1,062 29 25 10 106 4,731
ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded NG = Not Guilty (includes Dismissals at Trial
DUI/CUI = Driving Under the Influence/Control Under and Nolle Prosequis at Trial)

the Influence NN = Non-Narcotic

G = Guilty NP = Nolle Prosequi
NFD = No Final Disposition (Hung Juries and Mistrials) RSP Receiving Stolen Property
Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office

SUPERIOR COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL CASES
DISPOSITIONS BY OFFENSE TYPE

STATE

Number of Defendants Disposed of By:




Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office

SUPERIOR COURT Zégi
FISCAL YEAR 1987 ?
CRIMINAL CASES
TRIAL CALENDAR ACTIVITY
Total Number Number of Percentage of Rescheduled Rescheduled Rescheduled Rescheduled
0Of Defendants Defendants Defendants At Defense At Prosecution At Mutual At Court
Scheduled Rescheduled Rescheduled Request Request Request
New Castle 4,049 1,646 772 46 .9% 462 167 10.1% :
Kent 673 149 34 .4% 129 28 6.5% i
Sussex 657 146 54.5% 56 46 17.2% !
State 5,379 2,347 1,067 45.5% 647 241 10.3%
COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
. CALENDAR ACTIVITY
SCHEDULED
Number of Defendants
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 3,480 4,049 + 569
Kent 587 673 + 86
Sussex 497 657 + 160
State 4,564 5,379 + 815
RESCHEDULED
Number of Defendants
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 1,542 1,646 + 104
Kent 346 433 + 87
Sussex 210 268 + 58
State 2,098 2,347 + 249



i
i
£
1
i
1

Number of
Defendents

6,000 —

5,000 __|

4,000 __|

3,000 __|

2,000 _ .

1,000 4.

SUPERIOR COURT

10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND S-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS
CRIMINAL CASES

Trend lines computed by linear regression analysis.

A\1.31‘)

Filings (F——-1{]

Cispositions O--0

Pending at End of Year A A

5,973

5,716

Filings-Based on Past 5 Years
(1983-1987) of Actual Filings.

Filings-Based on Past 10 Years
{1978-1987) of Actual Filings.

Fiscal Year:

Administrative Office of the Courts

| | I
I I !

1990 1991 1992
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SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987 :
CRIMINAL CASES ?
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY
Total Number Average Time Median Time Average Time from Median Time from
of Defendants from Arrest from Arrest Indictment/Information Indictment/Information
Disposed of to Disposition to Disposition* to Disposition# to Disposition*i#
New Castle 3,551 161.9 days 136.6 days 131.5 days 100.4 days
Kent 563 104.8 days 81.2 days 65.8 days 38.7 days
Sussex 617 111.8 dsays 89.5 days 79.2 days 60.9 days
State 4,731 148.6 days 123.9 days 116.8 days 87.9 days
COMPLIANCE WITH 120-DAY SPEEDY TRIAL MANDATE %
Number of Defendants Number of Defendants Total Number g
Disposed of Within Disposed of 121 Days of Defendants %
120 Days of Arrest or More After Arrest Disposed of §
E
New Castle 1,548 43.6% 2,003 56.4% 3,551 100.0% ;
Kent 405 71.9% 158 28.1% 563 100.0%
Sussex 423 68.6% 194 31.4% 617 100.0%
State 2,376 50.2% 2,355 49.8% ) 4,731 100.0%

#Calculsted using grouped medians method.
#Includes only defendants brought to Superior Court by indictment or information.

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office




SUPERIOR COURT

F1SCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL CASES
PERFORMANCE
EXPLANATORY NOTES

The Speedy Trlal Directive of Chlef Justice Dantel L. Herrmann states that all criminal defendants brought
before Superior Court should be trled within 120 days of arrest.

The charts measure the average and median time Intervals between arrest and disposition, and the average
and medtan time Intervals between Indictment/Information and disposition. Subtracting the flgures for
tndlictment/ informatlion to disposlition from the figures for arrest to dlsposition would not determine the
time from arrest to Indictment/information exactly. Thls Is because there may be a different number of
cases belng counted In the different categories (l.e., unindicted nolle prosequlis).

In measuring the elapsed time of defendants for the purposes of computlng compliliance wlth speedy trial
directives or average elapsed ftime, Superlior Court excludes the following time intervals:

a. For all caplases, the tlme between the date the caplas Is Issued and the date the caplas ls executed.

b. For all Rule 9 Summonses and Rule 9 Warrants, the time betweer arrest and Indiciment/ Information,
If any.

c. For all nolle prosequls, the t+ime between the scheduled trial date and the actual flling date of the
nolie prosequl.

PR




SUPERIOR COURT PA%E

FISCAL YEAR 1987
PRESENTENCE OFFICE
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Pending* Investigations Investigationg#** Pending* Change In % Change
6/30/86 Ordered Completed 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle 234 1,157 1,113 278 + 44 + 18.8%
Kent*** 33 309 318 24 - 9 - 27.3%
Sussex**x 112 222 233 101 - 11 - 9.8% ;
State 379 1,688 1,664 403 + 24 + 6.3% !

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
PRESENTENCE OFFICE

WORKLOAD
INVESTIGATIONS ORDERED
198@ 1987 Change % Change ;
New Castle 1,251 1,157 - 94 - 7.5%
Kent #** 304 309 + 5 + 1.7%
Sussex*** 257 222 ~ 35 -13.6%
State 1,812 1,688 -124 -~ 6.9%
INVESTIGATIONS COMPLETED** :
1986 1987 Change % Change i
New Castle 1,384 1,113 - 271 -19.6% ;
Kent*** 327 318 - 9 - 2.B% :
Sussgex#t*# 184 233 + 49 +26.6%
State 1,895 1,664 - 231 -12.2%

*A pending investigation is one which has been ordered but has nct yet been
been written and typed or otherwise closed (i.e. deceased defendant, motion for
new trial granted, etc.).
**An investigation is completed when it has been both written and typed or has been
otherwise closed (i.e. deceased defendant, motion for new trial granted, etec.).
*#¥#The Kent County and Sussex County Presentence Offices do investigations for bhoth
Superior Court and Court of Common Pleas. These figures reflect Superior Court investigetions.

Source: Superior Court Presentence Offices: New Castle, Kent and Sussex
Counties.



New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Number of
Defendants

Average Time

SUPERIOR COURT

FISCAL

YEAR 1987

PRESENTENCE OFFICE

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

Average Ti

me Average Time

Average Time

Average Time

Sentenced After From Date From Date From Date From Date From Date
Presentence Ordered to Written to Ordered to Typed to Ordered to
Investigations Date Written Date Typed Date Typed Date Sentenced Date Sentenced*
1,040 41.3 days 5.5 days 46 .8 days 51.2 days 98.0 days
276 54.3 16.4 70.7 51.2 121.9
219 140.5 1.6 142 .1 27 .1 169.2
1,535 57.8 days 6.9 days 64.7 days 47.8 days 112.5 days

COMPLIANCE WITH 30-DAY STANDARD#*%*

Number of
Investigations

Completed Within
30 Days of Verdict

205 18.4%
56 17.6%

Number of
Investigations

Completed 31 Days
or More After Verdict

908 81.6%
262 82.4%

Total Number
of Investigations
Completed

1,113 100.0%
318 100.0%

7 3.0%
268 16.1%

226 97.0%

1,

396 83.9%

233 100.0%

1,664 100.0%

*These figures are gross elapsed time from the date the presentence investigation was ordered to

the defendant's sentencing date.
continuances, and motions was subtracted from these figures,

If all the time the sentencings were delayed due to capiases,
the net average elapsed times for

presentence investigations from the date ordered to the date sentenced would be as follows:

New Castle 72.1 days
Kent 109.9 days
Sussex Not Available
State Not Available

**The Speedy Trial Directive of Chief Justice Daniel L. Herrmann inciudes a standard that the time
from the Court's verdict to the completion of the presentence investigation should not exceed

30 days.

Source:

Administrative 0ffice of the Courts

New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Presentence Offices;

A presentence investigation is considered to be completed once it has been written
and typed or otherwise closed (i.e., motion granted, defendant deceased, etc.).




SUPERIOR COURT

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
PRESENTENCE OFFICE

PERFORMANCE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY 1986
# of Defendants Sentenced After Presentence Investigations 1,517 1,
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Written 50.0 days
Average Time From Date Writtenm toc Date Typed 8.1 days
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Typed 58.0 days
Average Time From Date Tyned to Date Sentenced 60.9 days
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Sentenced 119.0 days
KENT COUNTY® 1986
# of Defendants Sentenced After Presentence Investigations 328
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Written 49.3 days
Average Time From Date Writtenm to Date Typed 3.6 days
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Typed ’ 52.9 days
Average Time From Date Typed to Date Sentenced 40.2 days
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Sentenced 93.0 days
SUSSEX COUNTY* 1986
# of Defendants Sentenced After Presentence Investigations 188
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Written 86.8 days
Average Time From Date Written to Date Typed 2.4 days
Aversge Time From Date Ordered to Date Typed 89.2 days
Average Time From Date Typed to Date Sentenced 30.3 days
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Sentenced 119.5 days
STATE* 1986
# of Defendants Sentenced After Presentence Investigations 2,033 1,
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Written 53.3 days
Average Time From Date Written to Date Typed 6.8 days
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Typed 60.1 days
Average Time From Date Typed to Date Sentenced 54.8 days
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Sentenced 114.8 days

*Kent County and Sussex County Presentence 0ffices also do investigations for

Court of Common Pleas.
New Castle County,

Source:

Kent County,

These figures are for Superior Court only.
and Sussex County Presentence Offices;

Administrative Office of the Courts

142 .1
27 .1
169.2

1987

535
57.8
6.9
64.7
47.8
112.5

the

days
days
days
days
days

days
days
days
days
days

days
days
days
days
days

days
days
days
days
days

PAGE

- 31.4%

- 17.4%
- 32.1%
- 19.3%
- 15.9%
- 17.6%

% Change
- 15.9%

+ 10.1%
+355.6%
+ 33.6%
+ 27.4%
+ 31.1%




New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

FILINGS

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

DISPOSITIONS

New Csstle
Kent
Sussex
State

Pending

6/30/86

3,943
834+

412%

5,189%

SUPERIOR COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Pending Change 1In

Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending
3,513 2,884 4,572 +629
493 319 1,008 +174
559 381 590 +178
4,565 3,584 6,170 +981

1986

3,154
455
458

4,067

2,686
396
388

3,470

*Amended from 1986 Annual Report.

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
CIVIL CASES

WORKLOAD
1987 Change
3,513 +359
493 + 38
559 +101
4,565 +498
1987 Change
2,884 +198
319 - 717
381 - 7
3,584 +114

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries

In Pending

% Change

+11.4%
+ B.4%
+22.1%
+12.2%

% Change
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Change

+16.0%
+20.8%

+43.2%

+18.9%




v

S 20 R S G M O e &

SUPERIOR COURT

F1SCAL YEAR 1987
ClVIL CASES
EXPLANATORY NOTES

Complalnts are sults for damages. During FY 1987, activity In the Complaints category Included Complalnts
for Damages, Condemnatlons, EjJectments, Appeals from Justlice of the Peace Court and from arbitratlon panels,
Declaratory Judgements, Forelgn Judgements, Replevins, Foreign Attachments, Domestic Attachments, lnter-—
pleaders, Amlcable Actlions, Breach of Conitract, Transfers and Removals from the Court of Chancery,

Transfers and Removals {from the Court of Common Pleas and debt actlons.

Mechanic's llens and Mortgages are property sults.

Involuntary Commlitments are proceedings held to determine whether Indlviduals shall be Involuntarily
comm]tted as mentaliy 1ll. Because Delaware State Hospltal, the State's faciilty for mentally 11l patlents,
is located In New Castle County, almost all Involuntary Comml+ment hearlings are held In New Castle County.

Appeals are appeals on the records Thls category Includes Appeals from Administratlive Agencles, Appeals
from Family Court, Appeals from the Court of Common Pleas, and Certloraris.

Miscellanecus Includes all other cases. Durling FY 1987 +hls category itncluded Complalnts Requesting Order,
Habeus Corpus, Mandamus, Wrlts of Prohibttion, Petitions for Destructlion of Indicia of Arrest, Petitions

to Compel Statisfaction of Judgement, Petitlons to Extend Judgement, Petltions for Ball Forfeitures,
Petitlons to Satlsfy Mortgage, Petitlons tc Set Astde Mortgage, Petltlons for issuance of Subpoena,
Petl+lions for Appolntment of Attorney, Out of State Depositlons, Petltlions to Sell Real Estate for Property
Taxes, Petitlons for Return of Property, Petltions to Vacate Publlc Road, Tax Ditches, Rules +to Show Cause,
Road Resolutions, Cease and Deslst Orders and Motlons for Habltual Offenders.




FILINGS

Complaints
New Castle 2,296 65.4%
Kent 292 59.2%
Sussex 282 50.4%
State 2,870 62.9%
DISPOSITIONS

Complaints
New Castle 1,718 59.6%
Kent 206 64.6%
Sussex 222 58.3%
State 2,146 59.9%

PENDING AT END OF YEAR

Camplaints

New Castle 3,772 B82.5%
Kent 554 55.0%
Sussex 336 57.0%
State 4,662 75.6%

CHANGE IN PENDING*

Complaints

New Castle +578
Kent# + B6
Sussex#* + 60
State* +724

Mechanic's
Liens and
Mortgages
400 11.4%
76 15.4%
172 30.8%
648 14.2%

Mechanic's
Liens and
Mortgages
399 13.8%
69 21.6%
113 29.7%
581 16.2%

Mechanic's
Liens and

Mortgages
270 5.9%
59 5.8%
134 22.7%
463 7.5%

vlechanic's
Liens and
Mortgages
+ 1
+ 7
+59
+67

SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987

CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS

Involuntary

Appeals Commitments
167 4.7% 247 7.0%
30 6.1% 0 0.0%
_55 9.8% 0 0.0%
252 5.5% 247 5.4%
Involuntary
Appeals Commitments
199 6.9% 229 7.9%
6 1.9% 0 0.0%
_33 B.7% _ 0 0.0%
238 6.6% 229 6.4%
Involuntary
Appeals Commitments
248 5.4% 95 2.0%
65 6.5% 0 0.0%
_67 11.4% _ 0 0.0%
380 6.2% 95 1.5%
Inveluntary
Appeals Commitments
-32 +18
+24 0
+22 _0
+14 +18

#Change in pending from amended pending for the end of FY 1986.

Source: New Castle County,

Kent County,

and Sussex County Prothonotaries’

Miscellaneous

403 11.5%

95 19.3%
_50 _8.9%
548 12.0%

Miscellaneous

PAGE
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TOTALS

3,513 1006.0%
493 100.0%
559 100.0%

339 11.8%

38 11.9%
_13 _3.4%
390 10.9%

Miscellaneous

4,565 100.0%

TOTALS

2,884 100.0%
319 100.0%
381 100.0%

187 4.1%
330 32.7%
53 _9.0%
570 9.2%

Miscellaneous

3,584 100.0%

TOTALS

4,572 100.0%
1,008 100.0%
590 100.0%

+ 64
+ 57
+ 37
+158

0ffices

6,170 100.0%

TOTALS
+629
+174
+178
+981




Trial Dispositions

Judgment Judgment
for for
Plaintiff Defendant

SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS

COMPLAINTS DISPOSITIONS*

Non-Trial Dispositions¥

Default Other
Judgment Judgment Judgment
for for for Voluntary Court

Plaintiff Plaintiff Defendant Dismissal Dismissal

our]
p=s
o
[¢:]
]

New Castle

T B . & G B e =

New Castle

*Includes cases assigned

New Castle County,

Trial Dispositions

Judgment Judgment
for for
Plaintiff Defendant

PAG

TOTALS

MECHANIC'S LIENS AND MORTGAGES DISPDSITIONS*

Non-Trial Dispositions*

=]
cr
=
[+
ry

2 0.5% 1 0.3%
1 1.4% 0 0.0%
2 1.8% 0 0.0%
5 0.9% 1 0.2%

.
CcoQ

42 2.4% 28 1.6% 77 4.5% 159 9.3% 63 3.7% 1,249 72.7% 94 5.5% 6 D.4% 1,718 100.0%

3 1.5% 2 1.0% 13 6.3% 6 2.9% 1 0.5% 177 85.9% 4 1.9% 0 0.0% 206 100.0%
8. 3.6% G p.0% 25 11.3% 11 5.0% _20.9% 144 64.9% 32 14.4% 0 0.0% 222 100.0%
53 2.5% 30 1.4% 115 5.4% 176 8.2% 66 3.1% 1,570 73.2% 130 6.0% 6 0.3% 2,146 100.0%

TOTALS

399 100.0%

69 100.0%

113 100.0%

Default Other

Judgment Judgment Judgment

for for for Voluntary Court

Plaintiff Plaintiff Defendant Dismissal Dismissal
154 38.6% 73 18.3% 4 1.0% 155 38.8% 10 2.5%
36 52.2% 1 1.4% 0 0.0% 30 43.5% 1 1.4%
53 46.9% 5 _4.4% 0 0.0% 46 40.7% 1 6.2%
243 41.8% 79 13.6% 4 0.7% 231 39.8% 18 3.1%

for arbitration that are disposed af for Superior Court.

Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries' Offices

olo oo
oo oo
o

3% {a% 3% ag

581 100.0%
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SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENTS DISPOSITIONS
Dismissed- Dismissed- Dismissed- Dismissed-
Voluntary No Probable Released Defendant
Commitment Cause By Hospital Deceased TOTAL
New Castle 173 75.6% 1 0.4% 55 24.0% 0 0.0% 229 100.0%
APPEALS DISPOSITIONS
Affirmed Part/ Voluntarily Dismissed
Affirmed Reversed Reversed Part Dismissed By Court Remanded TOTALS
New Castle 70 35.2% 10 5.0% 2 1.0% 52 26.1% 34 17.1% 31 15.6% 199 100.0%
Kent 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 5 83.3% 1 16.7% 0 0.0% 6 100.0%
Sussex _8 24.2% 2 6.1% 2 6.1% B 24.2% 12 36.4% 1 3.0% 33 100.0%
State 78 32.8% 12 5.0% 4 1.7% 65 27.3% 47 19.8% 32 13.4% 238 100.0%
MISCELLANEGUS DISPOSITIONS
Disposition Simultaneous
Signed/Granted Denied/Dismissed With Filing TOTALS
New Castle 234 69.0% 61 18.0% 44 13.0% 339 100.0%
Kent 30 78.9% 8 21.1% 0 0.0% 38 100.0%
Sussex 11 B4.6% 2 15.4% -0 0.0% 13 100.0%
State 275 70.5% 71 18.2% 44 11.3% 390 100.0%
Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries' 0Offices
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New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Sources: New

Number of
Jury Trials

66 79.5%
6 66.7%

5 16.1%

77 62.6%

Cases Settled

SUPERIOR COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES

CIVIL TRIALS

Number of
Non-Jury Trials

17 20.5%

3 33.3%
26 83.9%
46 37.4%

CIVIL CALENDAR ACTIVITY

Cases Continued

Cases Continued Due to Lack

Cases Cantinued

at Request

PAGE
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Total Number
0f Trials

83 100.0%

9 100.0%

31 100.0%
123 100.0%

Total

Cases Tried or Dismissed for Settlement of Judge of Attorney Cases Scheduled
83 12.6% 300 45.6% 7 1.1% 13 2.0% 255 38.7% 658 100.0%
9 12.5% 32 44.4% 0 0.0% 1 1.4% 30 41.7% 72 100.0%
31 32.6% 28 29.5% 2 2.1% _0 _0.0% 34 35.8% 95 100.0%
123 14.9% 360 43.6% 9 1.1% 14 1.7% 319 38.7% 825 100.0%

Castle County,

Kent County,

and Sussex County Prothaonotaries'

Offices




Number of
Cases
SUPERIOR COURT
7,000 _ !
10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND 5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS ACTUAL 1 PROJECTED
CIVIL CASES !
6,170 ]
|
6.000 .| t
!
|
|
5,189
| 4,985
5,000 1 4,851
000 6 o —0
i 4,581 A'I;/
i 4,447 [J_____,_—_,
/
o PO— »
— 414 4,411
By 4,301 4,358 * '
.
4,000 § 4,245
|
|
|
3,421% !
3,000 —f 2.875* 3,213 1
1
} Filings-Based on Past 5 Years
$ (1983-1987) of Actual Filings
o Filings [}——-I1} i 0 0 using Constant Jurisdiction.
{
2,000 3 NOTES: 1) Trend lines computed by linear regression analysis. { Filings-Pased on Past 10 Years
2) Superior Court's jurisdiction was changed in mid-Fy Dispasitions O--0 i @ (1978-1987) of Actual Filings
1981 when adoptions and terminations were removed. using Constant Jurisdiction.
Adoptions and terminations are removed throughout ! :
when computing the trend line so that a constant |
jurisdiction is used.
Pending at End of Year [N—AN\ I
1,000 —f— !
*amended. from 1986 Annual Report. |
I
I
[
o | n | | | | | | | L x | | |
I | l l l l I I I ] |
Fiscal Year: 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1950 1991 1992

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts




New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Source:

PAGE
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SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY
Complaints Mechanic's Liens and Mortgages
Average Average
Time from Time from
Number of Filing to Number of Filing to
Dispositions Disposition Dispositions Disposition
1,718 571.5 days 399 358.1 days
206 509.5 days 69 236.9 days
222 528.5 days 113 272.7 days
2,146 561.1 days 581 327.7 days
Appeals Involuntary Commitments Miscellaneous
Average Average Average
Time from Time from Time from
Number of Filing to Number of Filing to Number of Filing to

Dispositions

Disposition

199

6
_33
238

New Castle County, Kent

Dispositions

Disposition

361.7 days 229
230.2 days 0
308.5 days _ 0
351.1 days 229

County, and Sussex County
Administrative 0ffice of the Courts

Prothonotaries'

62.3 days

62.3 days

Dispositiaons

Disposition

0ffices;

339

38
_13
390

65.9 days
49.4 days

194.5 days
68.6 days
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SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CiVIL CASES
- PERFORMANCE BREAKDOWNS
COMPLAINTS - METHOD
METHOD OF DISPOSITION
Number of Cases Dlsposed of by:
Trial Arbiirator's Order Default Judgment Voluntary Dismissal Other TOTAL
New Castle 70 4.1% 149 8.7% 77 4.5% 1,249 72.7% 173 10.1% 1,718 100.0%
Ken+ 5 2.4% Not+ Avatlable 13 6.3% 177 85.9% 11 5.3% 206 100.0%
Sussex 8 3.6% Not Available 25 11.3% 144 64.9% 45 20.3% 222 100.0%
State 83 3.9% 149+ 6.9% 115 5.4% 1,570 73.2% 229 10.7% 2,146 100,02
COMPLAINTS~-ELAPSED TIME
AVERAGE TIME FROM FILING TO DISPOSITION
Cases Disposed of by:
Trial Arbltrator's Order Defaul+ Judgment Voluntary Dismlssal Other TOTAL
New Castle 1,227.4 days 257.9 days 151.9 days 552.3 days 902,0 days 571.5 days
Kent 1,062,4 days Not Avatlable 118.6 days 513.5 days 654.9 days 509.5 days
Sussex 545.1 days Not Avallable 129.8 days 507.6 days 814.1 days 528.5 days
State 1,151.7 days 257.9 days¥* 143.3 days 543.8 days 872.9 days 561.1 days

*New Castle County oniy.

Source: New Castie County,
Adminlstrative Offlce of the Courts.

Kent County and Sussex County Prothonotaries' Offlces.
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SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
PERFORMANCE BREAKDOWNS
MECHANIC'S LIENS AND MORTGAGES - METHOD
METHOD OF DISPOSITION
Number of Cases DIsposed of by:
Trilal Arblirator's Order Default Judgmentt Voluntary BDismlssali Other TOTAL
New Castle 3 0.8% 7 1.8% 154 38.6% 155 38.8% 80 20.1% 399 100.0%
Kent 1 1.4% Not Avallable 36 52,2% 30 43.5% 2 2,9% 69 100,0%
Sussex 3‘ 1.8% Not Avallable 53 46.9% 46 40.7% .lg 10.6% 113 100.0%
State 6 1.0% T¥* 1.2% 243 41.8% 231 39.8% 94 16.2% 581 100.0%
MECHANIC'S LIENS AND MORTGAGES - ELAPSED TIME
AVERAGE TIME FROM FILING TO DISPOSITION
Cases Disposed of by:
Trlal Arblitrator's Order Default Judgment Voluntary Dismissal Other TOTAL

New Castle 569.0 days 319.6 days 98.5 days 256.5 days 1,050.3 days 358.1 days
Kent 797.0 days Not Avallable 104.8 days 387.4 days 225.0 days 236.9 days
Sussex 1,231.0 days Not Avallable 135.7 days 262.2 days 758.5 days 272.7 days
State 827.7 days 319.6 days¥* 107.5 days 274,6 days 995,5 days 327.7 days

*New Castle County only.

Source: New Castle County,

AdmiInistrative Offlce of the Courts.

Kent County and Sussex County Prothonotarlies' Offices.




Numbgr of
cCases
12,000 — !
SUPERIOR COURT l
10-YEAR WORKLORD TREND 58" S-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS ACTURL [ PROJECTED 10,958
. TOTAL 1 i
i 10,567
|
10,000
£000 | ] s
i 9,925
|
|
!
8,000__. '
7,208 '
Kon |
= i
7,101 6,953 |
I
6.000__ 1
|
5,117* 5,14%4¢* l
|
l
4,076 }
4,000 | i
i
! Filinga-pased on Past 5 Years
NOTES: 1) Trend lines computed by llnear regression analysia. (1983-1987) of Actuval Filings
2) - Superior Court hae civil juriséiction over terminations fitlngs OF—13 } [3————13 using Constant Jurisdiction.
and adoptions until mid-FY 1981. These cases are not {
included when developing the trend lines, assuring
that constant jurisdiction is used. I Filings-Based on Past 10 Years
2,000 | — = {1978-1987} of Actual Filings
biapositions O o ! % using Constant Juriscition.
*Amended from 1986 Annual Report i
i
Fending at End of Year L\ 1
|
H
Fiscal Year: 1978 1979 1280 1981 1982 1983 1984 198s 1986 1987 19s8 1989 1990 1991 1992
Source: Administrative Office of the Courts
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SUPERIOR COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
ARBITRATION
EXPLANATORY NOTES

Arbliration Is compulsory for civil cases fn whichy

a) Trlal ts avallable, and

b) Monetary damages are sought, and

c) Non-monetary damages are Insubstanttal, and

d) Damages do not exceed $30,000 (+o Increase to $50,000 on 1/1/88).

The President Judge of Superlor Court or hls designee 1s +o select +the arbltrator for an arbilitration
proceeding sub ject to the followlng guldellnes:

a) The parties may request a speciflc arblitrator by Joint agreement, or

b)Y 1f the parttes fall +o agree upon a set arbitrator of thelr cholce, the Court then Is to provide
a list of three (3) alternative arbltrators for review by the partles, The plaintiff(s) and the
defendant(s) may each strlke one alternatlive arbitrator, and the Court Is to appoint the arblirator
from the remaining alternative arbiirators.

The arblitrator's declision Is to be In the form of a wrlititen order. The order Is to become a Judgement
of the Court unless a triai gg_novo Is requested. Any party may request a *trial de novo before Superior
Court within 20 days followling the arbitrator's order.

The Arbltration Unlt of the Supertor Court prepares an annual report which reviews In greater detatil
the operatlion of the Superlior Court arbitfration program.

H
H
H
i
i
i
4
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SUPERIOR COURT =36=
FISCAL YEAR 1987

; ARBITRAT | ON

’ WORKLOAD SUMMARY

§ Pending Pending Change

: 6/30/86 Fillngs¥* Dispositions#*¥ 6/30/87 In Pending % Change

: New Castie 677 1,367 1,112 932 +255 +37.7%

k Kent 87 - 182 163 106 + 19 +21.8%

E Sussex 95 269 221 143 + 48 +50.5%

% State 859 1,818 1,496 1,181 +322 +37.5%

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987

; WORKLOAD

' Fillngs*

|

: 1986 1987 Change # Change

% New Castie 1,100 1,367 +267 +24.3%

! Kent 181 182 + 1 + 0.6%

] Sussex 220 269 + 49 +22.3%

§ State 1,501 1,818 +317 +21.1%

E Disposlitlions¥#*

| _1986 1987 Change % Change

;

g New Castte ' 904 1,112 +208 +23.0%

; Kent 163 163 0 0.0%

Pe Sussex 189 221 + 32 +16.9%
State 1,256 1,496 +240 +19.14%

*Includes new arbitratlion cases, cases stipulated Into arbitration, cases reactlvated, and
cases omltted previousiy.
**Includes cases removed before hearing, final dispositlons at hearing, and de novo appeals.

Source: Court Administrator, Superior Court

i




SUPERIOR

COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
ARBITRATION

WORKLOAD SUMMARY (Continued)

PENDING AT END OF YEAR

Awaltling

Responslve

Pleading
New Castle 873 93.7%
Kent 80 75.5%
Sussex 115 80.4%
State 1,068 20.4%

*Inctudes complaints and méchanlc's Itens and mortgages.
*¥Includes only nsw fillngs.

Source: Court Adminlstrator, Superlior Court

FILINGS

Cases Eltglible for Arbitration¥*

Arblitration¥*# Non—-Arbitration

Cases Flled Cases Filled
New Castle 1,321 48.9% 1,382 51.1%
Kent 178 48,0% 193 52.0%
Sussesx 263 58.8% 184 41.2%
State 1,762 50,0¢% 1,759 50.0%

All Cltvil Cases

Arbltration#* Non—-Arbltration

Casaes Flled Cases Flled
New Castle 1,321 37.6% 2,192 62.4%
Kent 178 36.1% 315 63.9¢
Sussex 263 47.0% 296 53.0%
State 1,762 38.6% 2,803 61.4%

Assigned to
An Arbltrator

59 §.3%
26  24.5%
28  19.6%
113 9.6%

Total Flled
2,703 100.0%
371 100,0%
447 100.0%
3,521 100.0%
Total Filled
3,513 100.0%
493 100.0%
559 100.0%
4,565 100.0%
Totals
932 100.0%
106 100.0%
143 100.0%
1,181 100.0%

PAGE
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SUPERIOR COURT =88=
ARBITRATION
FI1SCAL YEAR 1987
4 TYPES OF FILINGS*
Number of Fllings
: Mechanic's Liens
P Complalnts and Mortgages Total
New Castle 1,085 82.1% 236 17.9% 1,321  100,0%
Kent 133 74.7% 45 25.3% 178 100.0%
Sussex 152 57.8% 111 42,2% 263 100.0%
State 1,370 77.8% 392 22.2% 1,762 -100.0¢%
Complaints
: Number of Filings
} Personal Personal Debt/Breach Arbltration
: injury (Auto) Injury (Non-Auto) of Contract Board ‘Appeals Other Total
: New Castle 495 45.69% 118 10,9% 324 29.9% 87 8.0% 61 5.6% 1,085 100.0%
Kent 37 27.8% 12 9.0% 63 47.4% 16 12.0% 5 3.8% 133 100.0%
Sussex 49 32.2% 10 6.5% 15 49,3% 12 7.9% 6 4.0% 152 100,0%
State 58% 42.4% 140 10,22 462  33,7% 115 8.4% 72 5.3% 1,370 100,0%
Mechanic's Llens and Mortgages
Number of Fllings
Mechanic's Llens Mor+tgages Total
New Castle 65 27.5% 171 72.5% 236 100.0%
Kent 13 28.9% 32 71.1% 45 100,0¢%
Sussex 42 37.8% 69 62.2% 111 100.0%
State ’ 120 30,6% 272 69.4% 392 100.0%

*¥Includes only new fllings.

Source: Court Administrator, Superlor Court.
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New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

SUPERIOR COURT

ARBITRATION

FISCAL YEAR 1987

METHOD OF DISPOSITICN

Number of Dispositions

Removed Final Disposition

Before Hearing*

666  59.9% 216
100 61.3% 27
158  71.5% 23
924  61.8% 266

Removed Before Hearing*

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Number of Dispositions

Default

Judgment Dismissal
179 26.9% 413 62.0%
37 37.0% 49 49.0%

_60 38.0% _67 42.4%
276 29.9% 529 57.3%

Arbitrator's Orders

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Number of Dispositions
Final Disposition#*

216 48.4%

27 42.9%
23 36.5%
266  46.5%

De Novo Appeal###*

Arbitrator's Order**

19.4%

16.6%

10.4%

17 .8%
Settled
3 0.4%
1] 0.0%
1 0.6%
4 0.4%

De Novo Appeal#**

230

36
40
306

51.6%
57.1%

63.5%

53.5%

230 20.7%
36 22.1%
40 18.1%

306 20.4%

Other
71 16.7%
14 14.0%
30 19.0%

115 12.4%

PAGE
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Total
1,112 100.0%
163 100.0%
221 100.0%
1,496 100.0%
Total
666 100.0%
100 100.0%
158 100.0%
924 100.0%

Taotal

446 100.0%
63 100.0%
63 100.0%

572 100.0%

*Includes dispositions before hearing and removals (certificate of value, stay orders, etc.)
**Cases in which the arbitrator's decision is not appealed de novo.
*#*Cases in which the arbitrator's decision is appealed de novo.

Source: Court Administrator, Superior Court.

:
;



SUPERIOR COURT

ARBITRATION iggz
FISCAL YEAR 1987
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
NEW CASTLE COUNTY
FiNAL DISPOSITION®* DE NOVO APPLICATIONS HEARINGS
Order for Plaln. Order for Def. All
Judg. Judg. ApPpo. App. Appe. App.
for for by by by by

Plain. Def. Dismiss TOTAL { Plaln. Def. Total Pifain. Def. Total TOTAL TOTAL
Personal
Injury (auto) a7 9 2 108 28 41 69 13 1 14 83 191
Personai
Injury (non—auto) 25 10 2 37 5 9 14 22 0 22 36 73
Debt/Breach
of Contract 34 7 i 42 15 35 50 12 1 13 63 105
Arbitra+ton
Board Appeal 11 5 0 16 2 3 5 10 o 10 15 31
Other Compliaints 5 2 0 7 4 7 11 8 0 8 19 26
Mechanlic's Lien 5 0 0 5 2 5 7 2 1 3 10 15
Mortgage 1 o o 1 o 4 4 0 0 (o] 4 5
TOTAL 178 33 5 216 56 104 160 67 3 70 230 446

*¥Arbltrator's order Is not foillowed by de

Judgement.
Judg., =
Plain. =
Detf.
App.

It

Source:

Judgement
Platntiff
= Defendant

Applica¥tlon

Court+ Administrator,

novo application.

Superlor Court.

In such cases,

the arbtlirator's order becomes a




SUPERIOR COURT PA%E
ARBIT "ATION
FISCAL YEAR 1987

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
KENT COUNTY

FINAL DISPOSITION* DE NOVO APPLICATIONS HEARINGS ;
Order for Plaln. Order for Def. All
~Judg. Judg. App. App. Appe. App.
for for by by by by
Platn. Def. Dismlss TOTAL | Plaln. Def. Total Plaln. Def. Total TOTAL TOTAL
Personal
Injury (auto) 12 1 0 13 8 7 15 4 0 4 19 32
Personal
Injury (non—-auto) 3 1 0 4 0 1 1 3 0 3 4 8
Debt/Breach : é
of Contract 4 1 0] 5 3 5 8 2 0 2 10 15 :
Arbitration %
Board Appeal 3 1 0 4 o o] 0 1 0 1 1 5 :
Other Complaints 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1
Mechanlc's Lien 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0] 1 1
Mor+gage 1 0 02 A L 0 L 0 S L L -
TOTAL 23 4 0 27 i1 15 26 10 0 10 36 63
*Arbitrator's order is not followed by de novo applicatlion. In such cases, the arbltrator's order becomes a
Judgement,

Judg. = Judgement
Plain. = Plaintiff
Def. = Defendant

App. Appilcation

it

Source: Court Adwministrator, Superior Court.



Personal
InjJury (auto)

Personal
Injury (non-auto)

Debt/Breach
of Contract

Arbitration
Board Appeal

Other Complalints
Mechanlic's Lien
Mortgage

TOTAL

*Arbitrator's order

Jjudgementt.
Judg. = Judgement

Plaln. = Plaintiff

Def. = Defendant

App. = Application

Source:

Court Administrator,

Superior Court.

SUPERIOR COURT PAGE
ARB1ITRATION =02=
FISCAL YEAR 1987
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
SUSSEX COUNTY
FINAL DISPOSITION* DE NOVO APPLICATIONS HEARINGS
Order for Plain. Order for Def. All
Judg. Judg. App. App. Appe App.
for for by by by by
Plaln. Def. Dismtss TOTAL | Platine. Def. Total Plain. Def. Total TOTAL TOTAL
1 0 9 3 2 5 2 o] 2 7 16
2 0 4 2 0 2 3 0 3 5 9
4] 0 5 4 ) 10 10 0 10 20 25
1 0 2 0 2 2 1 0 1 3 5
0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 2
0 0 0 0 3 3 1 0 1 4 4
l_ 2_ 2 2_ 0 0 0 0 _2 0 2
5 0 23 9 13 22 18 0 18 40 63
is not followed by EE novo applicatlon. in such cases, the arblfrator's order becomes a

|
|

©




.

Personal
injury (autol

Persanal
Injury (saon-auto)

Debt/Breach
of Contract

Arbitration
Board Appeal

Other Complalnts
Mechanlc's Lien
Mortgage

TOTAL

*Arbitrator®s oruer
Judgement.
Judg. = Judgement
Plain. = Plaintiff
Def. = Defendant
App. = Appllicatlion

Source:

Court Administrator,

PAGE
SUPERtOR COURT =03=
ARBITRATION
F1SCAL YEAR 1987
TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS
STATE
FINAL DISPOSITION* DE NOVO APPLICATIONS HEARINGS
Order for Plain. ‘Order for Def. All
Judg. Judg. App. Aop. App. App.
for for by by by by
Plaln. Def. Dismliss TOTAL | Plain. Det. Total Plain. Def. Total TOTAL TOTAL
117 11 2 130 39 50 89 19 1 20 109 239
30 13 2 45 7 10 17 28 0 28 45 90
43 8 1 52 22 46 68 24 1 25 93 145
15 7 0 22 Z 5 7 12 0 12 19 41
6 2 0 8 4 8 12 9 0 9 21 29
5 0 0 5 2 9 11 3 i 4 15 20
3 1 0 4 0 4 4 ~£> 2. _il 4 8
219 42 5 266 76 132 208 95 3 98 306 572

I's not followed by de

novo applicatlion.

In suych cases, the arbitrator's order becomes a

Superlor Court.
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FISCAL YEAR 1987
ARBITRATION
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

Average Time From Average Tlme From
Date of Filing to Date of Appolntment
: Date of Appolintment To Date of Hearing

Average Time From
Date of Filing
To Date of Hearing

s

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

131.7 days
102.0 days
107.5 days

125.7 days

57.6 days
72.1 days
66.3 days

60.2 days

189.3 days
174.1 days

173.8 days

185.9 days

%' Average Time
: From Flllng to
! Final Disposition*

Average Time Average Time from Fllling
From Flling to to. Final Disposition or
De Novo Appeal De Novo Appeali¥*

New Castle 209.7 days 215.6 days 212.7 days
Kent 185.4 days 203.0 days 195.5 days
Sussex 199.2 days 190.9 days 193.9 days
State 206.3 days 210.9 days 208.8 days
COMPLIANCE WITH 40-DAY RULE®*¥
Number of Hearings Held Number of Hearlngs Held
Wi+hin 40 Days After More Than 40 Days After Total Number of

Appoinitment of Arbitrator

Appoinitment of Arbitrator

Hearings Held

New Castle 186  41.7% 260  58,3% 446  100.0%
Kent 21 33.3% 42  66.7% 63  100.0%
Sussex 23 36.5% 40  63.5% 63 100.0%
State 230 40.2% 342  59.8% 572 100.0%

*Disposed of at arbitration hearing and not followed by de novo appeal.

*¥*%¥All cases for which an arbitration hearling was held.
**¥%Superfor Court Civlil Ruie 16{(c)(6)(A) states that +he arbitration hearing is to be held within

40 days of the appointment.

hearing to a date certalin.

Source:: Court Administrator, Superior Court

Arbitrators are authorized to grant an extension of tlme for =&
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Average Time From
Date of Filing to
Date of Appolintment

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Average Time From
Date of Appolntmentt
To Date of Hearing

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Average Time From
Date of Flilng
To Date of Hearing

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

SUPERIOR COURT
F1SCAL YEAR 1987
ARBITRATION

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY (Continued)

COMPARISON ~ FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
ELAPSED TIME -~ FILING TO HEARING

1986

136.7 days
93.7 days
79.2 days

122.0 days

1986

35,3 days
52.3 days
50.0 days
40.0 days

1986

172.0 days
146.0 days
129.2 days

162.0 days

Source: Court Adminisirator, Superlor Court

1987

131.7 days
102.0 days
107.5 days

125.7 days

1987

57.6 days
72,1 days
66.3 days

60,2 days

1987

189.3 days
174.1 days

173.8 days

185.9 days

Change

- 5.0 days
+ 8,3 days
+28.3 days

+ 3.7 days

Change

+22,3 days
+19,.8 days
+16.3 days

+20.2 days

Change

+17.3 days
+28.2 days

44,6 days

+23.,9 days
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% Change

- 3.7%
+ B.9%
+35.7%
+ 3,0%

4 Change

+63.2%
+37.9%
+32.6%
+50.5%

% Change

+10.1%
+19,.2%
+34.5%
+14.8%
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Average Time
From Fillng to

Fitnal Dispostition¥*

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Average Tlme
From Fillng to
De Novo Appeal

SUPERIOR COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987
ARBITRATION

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY (Continued)

COMPARISON - FiSCAL YEARS 1986-1987
ELAPSED TIME - FILING TO DISPOSITION/APPEAL

New Castle
Ken+
Sussex
State

Average Tlime From
Filing 4o Final
Or De Novo Appeal**

1986

200.6 days
191.0 days
175.3 days

195.4 days

1986

190.5 days
192.6 days

146.6 days

185.6 days

Disposition

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

*¥Disposed of at arbitration hearing and not followed

1986

195.2 days
192.0 days

162.1 days

199.2 days

1987

209.7 days
185.4 days

199.2 days

206.3 days

1987

215.6 days
203,0 days

190.9 days

210.9 days

1987

212.7 days
185,5 davys
193.9 days

208.8 days

*¥All cases for which an arbltration hearing was held.

Source: Court Administrator,

Superlor Court

Change

+ 9.1 days
- 5.6 days
+23.9 days

+10.9 days

Change

+15.1 days
+10.4 days
+44.3 days

+25.3 days

Change

+17.5 days
+ 3.5 days
+31.8 days

+18.6 days

by de novo appeal.
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% Change

+ 4.5%
- 2.9%
+13.6%
+ 5.6%

Z Change

+ 7.9%
+ 5.4%
+30.2%
+13,6%

% Change

+ 9.0%
+ 1.8%
+19.6%
+ 9,8%
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Number of Hearlings Held
WithIn 40 Days After
Appointment of Arbltrator

1986
New Castle 183
Ken+t 28
Sussex 35
State 246

Number of Hearlngs Held
More Than 40 Days After
Appolntment of Arbitrator

1986
New Castle 158
Kent 40
Sussex 30
State 228
Total Number
of Hearlngs Held

1986
New Castle 341
Ken+t 68
Sussex 65
State 474

Source: Cour+t Adminlstrator,

SUPERIOR COURT
F1SCAL YEAR 1987
ARBITRATION
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY (Contlnued)

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
HEARINGS HELD

1987 Change
186 + 3
21 - 7
23 -12
230 ~-16
1987 Change
260 +102
42 + 2
40 + 10
342 +114
1987 Change
446 +105
63 - 5
63 -~ 2
572 + 98

Superlor Court

% Change

+ 1.6%
-25,0%
~-34,3%

- 6.5¢%

Z Change

+64,6%
+ 5.0%
+33.3%

+50.0%

% Change

+30.8%
- 7.4%
- 3.1%

+20.7%
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LAW LIBRARIES

The standards for the control and supervision of the three Law Librarles are set In 10 Del. Codg §1941.

There are three Law Llibrarles located In the State of Delaware, staffed and malntained by state funds
and each presided over by a Law Librartan. The llbrarles are named after the countles In which they are
situated.

The primary function of the Law Librarles Is to provide a legal -Information center for the Judlclary,
Public Defender's Offlce, legal representatives of counties and municlpallties, city soilcltors, and members
of the Delaware Bar. They are also the offlclal deposltorlies for state laws, administrative regulations, and
court rules. The librarles are made avaliable to reglstered law students to assist them In preparation for
state bar examinatlions and In their legal education. All three llbraries are designated as offlclal depository
librartes by the U.S. Government Printing Offlice. As state-supported agencies, the libraries are avallable
+o the general pubilc durlng normal! working hours although use of the Kent County Law Llbrary has sometimes
been lImited to court-related users. Assistance Is given to persons wishing to use the facllitlies whenever
possible.

The New Castle County Law Library, located In the Public Bullding, Wilmington, Delaware, is the buslest
of the three librartes. It houses about 25,000 books and there Is presently seated working space for about
32 persons at one time. The recent purchase of a reader—printer which can make positlive printouts from both
ultrafiche and microflche records has been a help to the Law Library and 1ts users. The facllity Is maintalned
and adminlistered by a Law Librartan and a Library Asslistant. The Kent County Law Library, due to its locatlon,
Is deslgnated as the State Llbrary. |+ houses the largest legal library malntalned by the state wlth about
35,000 volumes and Is staffed by one Law Llbrartan. The Sussex County Law Llbrary Is staffed by one Law
Ltbrarian and houses about 14,000 volumes.

The Law Librarlies are responslble for administrative library work as well as malntalning the bookkeepling
records requlired by the State. These duties and responsibiiitles Include but are not limited to the following:
Insertion of pocket parts, malntenance of loose leaf service bookkeeplng for +he agency's accounts, preparing
Involces for Ililbrary expenditures, flling and Indexing reported and unreported opinions from the several courts,
obtalning and flling coples of rules and regulatlons promulgated by the governmental agenclies, malntalining
of books and their monetary values, obtalnling and flling statutes from the Leglslative Councll| and other states,
handling requests from varlous persons for Informatlon contalned In the Illbrary, handling speclal requests
for research work from +the judges, planning and recommending development and Improvement of services, writing
reports, and performing other dutles assoclated with {lbrary work.
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY

New Castle County Law Library

Public Building

1020 North King Street

Wilmington, DE 19801
(571-2437)

Law Librarian

Rene Yucht

Library Assistant

Alda Monsen

LAW LIBRARIES

PERSONNEL

KENT COUNTY

Kent County Law Library

Kent County Courthouse

38 The Green

Dover, DE 19901
(736-5467)

Law Librarian

Harold J. Hester
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Sussex County Law Library
Sussex County Courthouse
The Circle -
Georgetown, DE 19947
(856-5483, B56-5235)

Law Librarian

Mary Tylecki Dickson
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FAMILY COURT

Legal Authortzation

The Family Court Act, Title 10, Chapter 9, Delaware Code, authorizes the Famlly Court.

Geographlic Organization

The Famlly Court Is a unifled statewlde Court with branches In New Castle County at Wilmington, Kent
County a+t Dover, and Sussex County at Georgetown.

Legal Jurisdiction

The Family Court has had conferred upon it by the General Assembly Jurisdictlon over Jjuvenile
delinquency, chlld neglect, dependency, chlld abuse, adult misdemeanor crimes against Juvenfles, chllid and
spouse support, paternity of chlldren, custody and visitatton of children, adoptlons, terminations of parental
rights, divorces and annulments, property divislons, specliflic enforcement of separatifon agreements, guardlan-
shlp over mlnors, Imperiling the family relatlonshlp, and Intra-family misdemeanor crimes.

The Family Court does not have Jurisdictlon over adults charged with felonles or Juvenlles charged wilth
first degree murder, rape, or kidnapping.

Cases are appealed to the Supreme Court with the exception of adult criminal! cases which are appealed
to the Superfior Court.

Judges

Number: The Court Is allowed 13 judges of equal judicial authority, one of whom Is appolinted by the
Governor as Chlef Judge and who !s the chlief administrative and executive offlcer for the Court. A bare

ma Jorfty of the Jjudges must be of one major polltical party with the remalnder of the other major polltical
partye.

Appointment: The Governor appoints the Judges, subject to conflrmatlion by the Senate.

Tenure: The judges are appolnted for I2-year +terms.

Qualiflcatlons: Judges must have been duly admitted to the practlice of law before the Supreme Court
of Delaware at least 5 years prior to appointment and must have a knowledge of the law and interest In and

understanding of famliiy and chlild problems. They shall not practice law during thelr tenure and may be
reappolinted.
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Other Judicial Personnel

The Chief Judge appolnts and commlisslons masters for +he Court who shall hold offlce at+ his pleasure
and must have resided In the State for at least 5 years prior to thelr appolntment. Masters may hear any
matters properly before them, and thelr declslons become Judgements of the Court unless dlsapproved by a
Judge. Partles may request a revliew de novo by a Judge, by petitionling In writing within |5 days of the
master's declislon. -

Support Personnel

The 3 major administrative divisions of the Court are Court Operatlons, Fiscal Services, and Personnel ;
Services. Flscal Services and Personnel Services perform staff functlons, whereas Court Operations is g
responslible for the dellvery of services to the public.

The Family Court has a staff of more then 220 persons In additlon to the Judiclary. The staff Includes
clerks of court, Jjudlclal secretarles, counselors, accounting personnel, clerks, clerk—-typists, ballliffs,
process servers, and hearing offlcers in medlatlion and arbitratlion cases, as well as volunteers workling In
all areas of the Court.

Caseload Trends

Total fllings In Famlty Court were virtually unchanged between FY 1986 and FY 1987, with 34,925 total
flilngs durling FY 1987 as compared wl+th an amended total of 34,979 total fllings in FY 1986. The total flllngs
during FY 1987 was the second largest for a fiscal year in Famlly Court, surpassed only by the total from
FY 1986.

There was a 5.8% drop in total dispositlons from an amended total of 34,916 dispositlons In FY 1986 to f
32,892 total dispositlons In FY 1987. As with total fllings, the total number of dispostlions In Famlly Court :
during FY 1987 was greater than the total for any flscal year except for FY 1986,

The Tmpact of the decrease In disposli+tlons from the record levels of FY 1986 can be seen In the Increase f
in total pending. The tofal pending rose from an amended total of 7,761 at the end of FY 1986 to 9,794 at i
the end of FY 1987, an increase of 26.2%. This is the largest total pending at the end of a fiscal year for
Fam!ly Court, lIncreasing by 2,033 from the previous record set In FY 1986.



NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Associate Judges

Hon. James J. Horgan (D, 9/29/88)
Kathy Mort, Secretary
(571-2229)

Hon. Jay Paul James (R, 7/31/90)

-Bunny J. Senn
(571-2226)

Hon. Karl J. Parrish (D, 10/30/90)
Terry A. Koryecki, Secretary
(571-2232)

Hon. John T. Gallagher (D, 11/6/91)
Diane H. Ruggerio, Secretary
(571-3923)

Hon. Jay H. Conner (R, 12/17/93)
Dolores A. Howard, Secretary
(571-6286)

Hon. Charles K. Keil (D, 9/30/95)
Marianne H. 0'Donnell, Secretary
(571-2432)

Hon. Peggy L. Ableman (D, 9/30/95)
Barbara Ann Hedgepath, Secretary
(571-2257)

Hon. Robert W. Wakefield (R, 9/30/97)

Carol Walton, Secretary
(571-2254)

FAMILY COURT

JUDICIARY

Chief Judge

Hon. Robert D. Thompson (D, 10/25/86)

Grace Davis, Secretary
(856-5301)

Lynn Booth, Secretary
(571-2205)

KENT COUNTY

Associate Judges

Hon. David P. Buckson (R, 4/24/87)
Ruth Potter, Secretary
(736-4563)

Hon. Roger D. Kelsey (R, 7/28/87)
Karen Price, Secretary
(736~4513)

SUSSEX COUNTY
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Associate Judges

Hon. Battle R.
Judy Maddox
(B56-554D)

Robinson (R,
y Secretary

Hon. Kenneth M. Millman (R,
Ruth Chasanov, Secretary

(856-5417,

856-5320)

8/29/97)

10/31/98)



WNEW CASTLE COUNTY

fFamily Court

Family Court Building

900 King Street

P.0. Box 2359

Wilmington, DE 19899
(571-2200)

Chief Master

D. Thomas Reardon
Pat Kane, Secretary
(571-2315)

Masters

William H. MecDonough
Joy Billinge, Secretary
(571-2417)

frederick Kenney
Joan Prettyman, Secretary
(571-2593)

Mary Ann Herlihy
Mary Lou McNulty, Secretary
(571-2212)

Susan Paikin
Carolyn Wrightson, Secretary
(571-2303)

H. Kemp Vye
Pat Berry, Secretary
(571-2282)

FAMILY COURT

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

KENT COUNTY

family Court
Arden Building
11 North Street
P.0. Box 310
Dover, DE 19901
(736-4501)

Gary E. Grubb
Janice Carroll, Secretary
(736-5031)

Mark Buckworth
Carolyn Downs, Secretary
(736-5359)
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Family Court

Family Court Building

Race and East Pine Streets

P.0. Box 609

Georgetown, DE 19947
(856-7702)

Pamela Deeds Holloway
Peggy Butler, Secretary
(856-5638)

Andrew Horsey, Jr.

Kay VanAuken, Secretary
(856-5405)



FOR THE STATEWIDE COURT

Administrator
James T. Glessner
(571-2216)

Chief of Fiscal Services
William B. Breighner
(571-2222)

Chief of Personnel Services
Hope M. Murray
(571-2296)

Director for Research & Planning

Emmett M. Partin
(571-2215)

Director for Treatment Services
Janis F. Harrison
(571-2219)

Director of Support
John R. Carrow
(571-2622)

Director of lLegal Services
Patricia Tate Stewart
(571-2280)

FAMILY COURT

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED)

NEW CASTLE COUNTY KENT COUNTY

Director Director
Randall E. Williams ‘James F. Truitt
(571-2241) (736-4297)
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Director

Robert F. Stuart
(856-5515)
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FISCAL YEAR 1987 !
WORKLOAD SUMMARY :
Number of Filings é
Pending Fending Change In % -Change i
6/30/86 Filed Disposed 6/30/87 Pending In Pending E
New Castle 4,352% 20,605 19,030 5,927 +1,575 +36.2%
Kent 1,686% 6,781 6,761 1,706 + 20 + 1.2% :
Sussex 1,723* 7,539 7,101 2,161 + 438 +25.4% é
State 7,761% 34,925 32,892 9,794 +2,033 +26.2% 3
COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 %
WORKLDAD :
FILED §
Number of Filings _ ;
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 19,711% 20,605 + B94 + 4.5%
Kent 7,610% 6,781 . - 829 -10.9%
Sussex 7,658* 7,539 - 119 - 1.6%
State 34,979+ 34,925 - 54 - 0.2%
1
DISPOSED
Number of Filings
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 19,874% 19,030 - B44 - 4.2%
Kent 7,523% 6,761 - 762 -10.1%
Sussex 7,519*% 7,101 - 418 - 5.6%
State 34,916* 32,892 -2,024 - 5.8%

*Amended from 1986 Annual Report.

Source: Statistician, Family Court
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FAMILY COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987

TOTAL CASES
WORKLOAD
EXPLANATORY NOTES

The unlt of count In Family Court adult criminal, Jjuvenlle dellnquency, and civll cases is the fitlling.

A criminal or dellinquency flllng Is defined as one Incident filed against one fIndlvidual. Each Incident
Is counted separately, so that three inclidents brought before the Court on a single Individual are counted
as three criminal or delinquency fillngs.

as A single criminal or delinquency flling may be comprised of single or multlipie charges relating to
2 single Incident.

b. A criminal filing Is recelved by the Court In the form of an tnformatlon or a complaint, and a
dellinquency flliing Is recelved by the Court In the form of a petition or a complaint.

A civl!i fillng Is deflned as a slingle clvil Incldent flled with Famlily Court. A civil Incltdent Is
fnttlated by a petition. In the Instance of a dlvorce, although the petitlon may contaln multiple matters
anclillary to the divorce, each petlitlon is counted as one flilng.
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FAMILY COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987
ADULT CRIMINAL CASES
WORKLOAD SUMMARY
Number of Filings
Pending Pending Change In % Change
6/30/86 Filed Disposed 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle 457 2,418 2,260 615 +158 + 34.6%
Kent 73 434 372 135 + 62 + 84.9%
Sussex 158 646 650 154 - 4 - 2.5%
State 688 3,498 3,282 904 +216 + 31.4%
COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
ADULT CRIMINAL CASES
WORKLOAD
FILED
Number of Filings
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 2,132 2,418 +286 +13.4%
Kent 404 434 + 30 + 7.4%
Sussex 636 646 + 10 + 1.6%
State 3,172 3,498 +326 +10.3%
DISPOSED
Number of Filings
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 1,977 2,260 +283 +14.3%
Kent 373 372 - 1 - 0.3%
Sussex 590 650 + 60 +10.2%
State 2,940 3,282 +342 +11.6%
Source: Statistician, Family Court
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FISCAL YEAR 1987
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES
WORKLOAD SUMMARY
Number of Filings
Pending Pending Change In % Change
6/30/86 Filed Disposed 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle 1,152 4,366 4,181 1,337 +185 +16.1%
Kent 237 1,125 1,154 208 - 29 -12.2%
Sussex 324 1,574 1,379 519 +195 +60.2%
State 1,713 7,065 6,714 2,064 +351 +20.5%

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES

WORKLOAD

FILED

Number of Filings

1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 4,266 4,366 + 100 + 2.4%
Kent 1,096 1,125 + 29 + 2.7%
Sussex 1,334 1,574 + 240 +18.0%
State 6,696 7,065 + 369 + 5.5%
DISPOSED

Number of Filings

1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 4,006 4,181 + 175 + 4.4%
Kent 1,023 1,154 + 131 +12.8%
Sussex 1,374 1,379 + 5 ) + 0.4%
State 6,403 6,714 + 311 + 4.9%

Source: Statistician, Family Court
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FAMILY COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS

FILED

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

DISPOSED

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

PENDING AT END OF YEAR

__Felony

1,454 20.6%

1,367 20.4%

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

CHANGE IN PENDING

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Source: Statistician,

Number of Filings

891 20.4%
220 19.6%
343 21.8%

3,218 73.7%
824 73.2%

5,171 73.2%

Number of Filings

Felony Misdemeanor
845 20.2% 3,090 73.9%
221 19.2% 838 72.6%
301 21.8% 964 69.9%

4,892 72.9%

Number of Filings

Felony Misdemeanor
322 24.1% 940 70.3%
33 15.9% 150 72.1%
115 22.2% 391 75.3%
470 22.8% 1,481 71.8%

Number of Filings

Misdemeanor

1,129 71.7%

Felony Misdemeanor
+ 46 +128
- 1 - 14
+ 42 +165
+ 87 +279

Family Court

Traffic

257 5.9%

81 7.2%
102 6.5%
440  6.2%

Traffic

2646 5.9%
95  8.2%
114 8.3%
455  6.8%
Traffic
75 5.6%
25 12.0%
13 _2.5%

113 5.5%

Traffic
+ 11
- 14
- 12

- 15

TOTALS
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4,366 100
1,125 100
1,574 100

.0%
0%

0%

7,065 100

TOTALS

or
20

4,181 100
1,154 100
1,379 100

.0%
.0%

.0%

6,714 100

TOTALS

0%

1,337 100
208 00
519 100

.0%
0%

-0%

2,064 100

TOTALS

+185
- 29
+195
+351

.0%
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FAMILY COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987

CIvVIL CASES
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Disposed

12,589
5,235

5,072

22,896

Pending
6/30/87

3,975
1,363
1,488
6,826

COMPARISON -~ FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987

*Amended from 1986 Annual

Source: Statistician, Fa

Number of Filings
Pending
6/30/86 Filed
New Castle 2,743% 13,821
Kent 1,376% 5,222
Sussex 1,247% 5,319
State 5,360 24,362
FILED
Number of Filings
1986
New Castle 13,313%
Kent 6,110%
Sussex 5,688%
State 25,111%
DISPOSED
Number of Filings
1986
New Castle 13,891+
Kent 6,127*%
Sussex 5,555*%
State 25,573*

Report.

mily Court

CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD

Change

+ 508
- B8s
- 369
- 749

Change

-1,302
- 892
- 483
-2,677

Change In
Pending
+1,232
- 13
+ 247
+1,466
% Change
+ 3.8%
-14.5%
- 6.5%
- 3.0%
% Change
- 9.4%
-14.6%
- B8.7%
-10.5%
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% Change
In Pending

+

+

44 .9%

1.0%

19.9%

27.4%

-r - -



FILED

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

DISPOSED

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

FAMILY COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987

CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS

Divorces RTSC/
and Other Civil New Support
Annulments Contempts Non-Support Arrearages
2,060 14.9% 1,129 8.2% 2,914 21.1% 1,824 13.2%
726 13.9% 215 4.1% 1,218 23.3% 820 15.7%
636 12.0% 148 2.8% 1,034 19.4% 953 17.9%

Support
Modifications

3,422 14.0%

1,492 6.1%

Imperiling

5,166 21.2%

3,597 14.8%

Terminations

1,649 12.0%
563 10.8%
759 14.3%

2,971 12.2%
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Custody

1,497 10.8%
872 16.7%
781 14.7%

3,150 12.9%

Visitation

571 4.5%
226 4.3%
178 3.5%
975 4.3%

RTSC = Rule to Show Cause

Source: Statistician,

Family

Imperiling
Family
Relations
621 4.9%
58 1.1%
126 2.5%
BOS 3.5%

Court

Terminations

of Parental

Family of Parental
Visitation Relations Adoptions Rights Miscellaneous TOTALS
571 4.1% 593 4.3% 127 0.9% 70 0.5% 1,387 .10.0% 13,821 100.0%
208 4.0% 62 1.2% 46 0.9% 23 0.4% 469 9.0% 5,222 100.0%
209 3.9% 122 2.3% 38 0.7% _26 0.5% 613 11.5% 5,319 100.0%
988 4.1% 777 3.2% 211 0.9% 119 0.5% 2,469 10.1% 24,362 100.0%
Divorces RTSC/
and Other Civil New Support Support
Annulments Contempts Non-Support Arrearages Modifications Custody
1,858 14.8% 1,085 8.6% 2,590 20.6% 1,676 13.3% 1,337 10.6% 1,441 11.5%
645 12.3% 199 3.8% 1,256 24.0% 825 15.8% 601 11.5% B79 16.8%
614 12.1% 119 2.3% 986 19.4% 882 17.4% 737 14.5% 760  15.0%
3,117 13.6% 1,403 6.1% 4,832 21.1% 3,383 14.8% 2,675 11.7% 3,080 13.5%

Adoptions Rights Miscellaneous TOTALS
67 0.5% 42 0.3% 1,301 10.3% 12,589 100.0%
50 1.0% 21 0.4% 475 9.1% 5,235 100.0%
42 D0.8% 34 0.7% 594 11.7% 5,072 100.0%
159 0.7% 97 0.4% 2,370 10.4% 22,896 100.0%
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CIVIL CASES

PENDING AT END OF YEAR

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS (CONTINUED)

Custody
402 10.1%
185 13.6%
133 8.9%
720 1n.6%

TOTALS

3,975 100.0%
1,363 100.0%
1,488 100.0%

Divorces RTSC/
and Other Civil New Support Support

Annulments Contempts Non-Support Arrearages Modifications
New Castle 1,072 27.0% 92 2.3% 898 22.6% 416 10.5% 541 13.6%
Kent 377 27.7% 39 2.9% 299 21.9% 211 15.5% 105 7.7%
Sussex 328 22.1% 54 3.6% 359 24.1% 239 16.1% 169 11.4%
State 1,777 26.0% 185 2.7% 1,556 2Z.8% 866 12.7% 815 11.9%

Imperiling Terminations
Family of Parental

Visitation Relations Adoptions Rights Miscellaneous
New Castle 162 4.1% 81 2.0% 61 1.5% 71 1.8% 179 4.5%
Kent 41 3.0% 8 0.6% 14 1.0% 14 1.0% 76 5.1%
Sussex 4B 3.2% 11 0.7% 31 2.1% 24 1.6% 92 6.2%
State 251 3.7% 100 1.5% 106 1.6% 109 1.6% 341 - 5.0%
CHANGE IN PENDING

Divorces RTSC/
and Other Civil New Support Support

Annulments Contempts Non-Support Arrearages Modifications
New Castle +202 + 44 +324 +148 +312
Kent + 81 + 16 - 38 - 5 - 38
Sussex + 22 + 29 + 48 + 71 + 22
State +305 + 89 +334 +214 +296

Imperiling Terminations
Family of Parental

Visitation Relations Adoptions Rights Miscellaneous
New Castle 0 - 28 + 60 + 28 + 86
Kent - 18 + 4 - 4 + 2 - 6
Sussex + 31 - 4 - 4 ~ B + 19
State + 13 - 28 + 52 + 22 + 99

RTSC = Rule to Show Cause

Source: Statistician,

Family

Court

6,826 100.0%

Custody
+ 56

+ 21
+ 70

TOTALS
+1,232
- 13
+ 247
+1,466
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Number of
Cases
PROJECTED
ACTU
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I
10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND 5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS |
TOTAL CASES
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= A e




PAGE
=118=

FAMILY COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
ARBITRATION
EXPLANATORY NOTES

Arbltratlion Is an informal proceeding In which a speclally tralned hearing offlcer attempts to resolve
Juvenlle dellnquency cases Involving mlinor charges and adult crimlnal cases lnvolving sefected misdemeanors.

Family Court decldes according fto establilshed criterlia if a case should be prosecuted at a formal hearlng
or If It should be referred to the Arbltration Unl+t.

A hearing offlcer determines If the case should be dlsmlissed, sent to a formal hearing, or kept open.
A case Is kept open If a defendant Is requlired to fulfill condltions set by the officer and agreed to by
the defendant.

The complalnant, victlm, defendant, or parent has ten (10) days to request a review of the dlspositlion.
The revlew Is done by a Deputy Attorney General, who elther upholds the dispositlon or decides that the
matter should go to a formal hearling.
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Pendling
6/30/86
New Castle 463
Kent 32
Sussex 181
State 676
Flled
1986
New Castle 2,034
Kent 528
Sussex 582
State 3,144
Disposed
1986
New Castle 1,866
Kent 538
Sussex 507
State 2,911

Placed On Condlttions

1986
New Castle 1,280
Ken+t 425
Sussex 400
State 2,105

Source: Famlly Court Statisticlan

Flled

2,282
611
589

3,482

ARBITRATION ACTIVITY

Disposed

2,216
556
603

3,375

1987

2,282
611
589

3,482

1987

2,216
556
603

3,375

1987

1,271
487
477

2,235

FAMILY COURT
F1SCAL YEAR 1987

WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Pending
6/30/87

529
87
167

783

WORKLOAD

Change In

Pending

+ 66
+ 55
- 14
+107

COMPARISON ~ FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987

Change

+248
+ 83
+ 7
+338

Change

+350
+ 18
+ 96
+464

Change

+ 62
+ 77
+130

% Change

In Peanding

+ 14.3%
+171.9%
- 7.7%
+ 15.8%
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Placed On

Conditlons

1,271
487
477

2,235

% Change

+12.2%
+15.7%
+ 1.2%
+10.8%

% Change

+18.8%
+ 3.3%
+18.9%
+15.9%

% Change

- 0.7%
+14.6%
+19,2¢%
+ 6,2%
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COURT OF LOMMON PLEAS

Legal Authorizattion

The state Court of Common Pleas wius created by 10 Delaware Code, Chapter 13, effectlve July 5, 1973,

Geographlc Organlzatlon

The Court of Common Pleas slits In each of the three countles at the respectlve county seats.

Legal Jurlsdlction

Tha Court of Common Plesas has statewlde Jurisdictlon which Includes concurrent Jurisdiction with Superior
Court In clvll actlons where the amount Involved, "exclusive of Interest, does not exceed $15,000 on the
complaint. There Is no limltatlion In amcunt on counterclaim. All clvll cases are trled without a Jury.

The Court has criminal Jjurisdlction over all misdemesanors occurring In the State of Delaware except drug-
related cases (other than possesslon of wmarl Juana), and those occurring within the corporate lIlmits of the
Clty of Wilmington. It also Is responsible for al!l pretlminary hearings. Jury trlal Is avallable to defend-
ants but In New Castle County Jury trials are referred to Superlior Court for disposlition.

Judges

There are flve Judges of +the Court of Common Pleas, of which three are to be residents of New Castle
County, one of Kent County and one of Sussex County. They are appolnted by the Governor with the consent
of the Senate for l2-year terms. They must have been actively engaged In the general practice of law In +the
State of Delaware for at least flive years and must be cltizens of the State. A majorlty of not more +than
one Judge may be from the same polttical party. The Judge who has senlority In service Is to serve as Chlef
Judge.

Suppor+ Personnel

Personnel are appolnted by the Chief Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, including a Court Administrator
(Chlef Clerk) and one Cierk of the Court for each county. Other employees as are necessary are also added,
Includling balliffs, court reporters, secretartes, clerks, presentence officers, etc.
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Caseload Trend

There were 21,413 criminal flilings In FY 1987, which was 20.0% above the 17,841 criminal flllings In
FY 1986. The number of criminal fillIngs In FY 1987 was more than double the number during FY 1981, which
was Just six years earller, when there were 10,702 criminal fillngs. Criminal disposlitions followed a simllar
course, rising by 16.3% from 17,521 In FY 1986 +o 20,381 in FY 1987, Crlimlinal dispositions neariy doubled
In the six-year perlod from FY 1981 +o FY (987, lIncreasling by 94.4% from 10,483 in FY 1981 +o 20,381 in FY
1987. There was a slimilar increase In the criminal pending, which rose to a record level of 3,863 at the
end of FY 1987 and more than doubled between FY 1981 and FY 1987.

Clvil case flilings and clvil pending at the end of the year both decreased between FY 1986 and FY 1987, §
These decreases were due, In large part, to decreases in New Castle County from the record levels of FY 1986. ;
Civil disposltions rose, however, from 4,630 In FY 1986 to a record level of 5,271 In FY 1987; thls was an i
Increase of 13.9%. Thls Is due, In great part, to a rise in New Castlie County, which !ncreased by 16.6%,
from 3,662 In FY 1986 to 4,268 In FY {987.




NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Chief Judge
Hon. Robert H. Wahl (D, 9/14/96)

Beulah 0. Goldsborough, Secretary
(571-2412)

Resident Judge

Hon. William C. Bradley, Jr. (D, 9/29/88)
Peggy Papili, Secretary
(571-2410)

Hon. Arthur F. DiSabatino (R, 6/27/97)
Margaret Renai, Secretary
(571-2411)

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

JUDICIARY

KENT COUNTY

Resident Judge

Hon. Merrill C. Trader (R, 9/14/96)
Mary Elyn Massey, Secretary
(736-4617)
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Resident Judge

Hon. Paul E. Ellis (D, 8/28/97)
Katherine Truitt, Secretary
(856-5591)



NEW CASTLE COUNTY (571-2430)

Court of Common Pleas
Courthouse

10th & King Streets
Wilmington, DE 19801

Clerks of Court

Frederick Kirch

Deputy Clerks

Angeline Pineault, Chief
Elizabeth Jonklert
Catherine Whar+ton

Court Reporters (571-2863)

Carol Schatzman
Jacalyn Aff
Chery!l Simmons

Presentence Offlcers (571-3834)

John Jaremchuk, Jr., Chlef

Ballliffs

Allan Rogers, Chief

Richard Hurst

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Court Admintstrator (571-2804)

Carole B. Kirshner
Vacant, Secretary
Joan Stadelman, Account Clerk

KENT COUNTY (736-4618)
Court of Common Pleas
Courthouse

The Green
Dover, DE 19901

Ruth Biddle

Anna Benton

Shella Dougherty

David Reld

SUSSEX COUNTY (85%6-5333)

Court of Common Pleas
Courthouse
The Circle
Georgetown, DE 19947

Doris Wllkins

Joyce Betts

Raymond Kenney

Substance Abuse
Coordinating Counselor

Shirley Fish

Donald Beebe
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FISCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL CASES*
WORKLOAD SUMMARY
Pending Pending Change In % Change
6/30/86 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle 1,745 12,563 12,225 2,083 + 338 +19.4%
Kent 530 4,636 4,454 712 + 182 +34.3%
Sussex 556 4,214 3,702 1,068 + 512 +92.1%
State 2,831 21,413 20,381 3,863 +1,032 +36.5%
COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
CRIMINAL CASES*
WORKLOAD
FILINGS
1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle 10,741 12,563 +1,822 +17.0%
Kent 3,765 4,636 + 871 +23.1%
Sussex 3,335 4,214 + B79 +26.47%
State 17,841 21,413 +3,572 +20.0%
DISPOSITIONS
1986 1987 Change % _Change
New Castle 10,519 12,225 +1,706 +16.2%
Kent 3,615 4,454 + -839 +23.2%
Sussex 3,387 3,702 + 315 + 9.3%
State 17,521 20,381 +2,860 +16.3%

*The unit of count for criminal cases is the charge. For example, a defendant
brought before the court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas
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FISCAL YEAR 1987 :
CRIMINAL CASES* z
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS

FILINGS
Optional Mandatory Reduced to
Original** Transfersi# Transfers## Misdemeanor@ TOTALS Hearings 3
New Castle 355 2.8% 11,187 89.1% 472 3.8% 549 4.4% 12,563 100.0% 3,908
Kent 155 3.4% 4,053 87.4% 401 B8.7% 27 0.6% 4,636 100.0% 1,830
Sussex 281 6.7% 3,090 73.3% 600 14.2% 243 5.8% 4,214 100.0% 2,314
State 791 3.7% 18,330 B5.6% 1,473 6.9% 819 3.8% 21,413 100.0% 8,052

Preliminary

DISPOSITIONS

Jury Non-Jury TOTALS :
New Castle 0 0.0% 12,225 100.0% 12,225 100.0% :
Kent 122 2.7% 4,332 97.3% 4,454 100.0%
Sussex 31 0.8% 3,671 99.2% 3,702 100.0%
State 153 0.8% 20,228 99.2% 20,381 100.0%

PENDING AT END OF YEAR

Capiases Other TOTALS
New Castle 1,163 55.8% 920 44.2% 2,083 100.0%

Kent 78 11.0% 634 89.0% 712 100.0%
Sussex 117 11.0% 951 89.0% 1,068 106.0%
State 1,358 35.2% 2,505 64.8% 3,863 100.0%

CHANGE IN PENDING :
Capiases Other TOTALS

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

+228
+ 14
x 4z
+284

+110
+168
+470
+748

+ 338
+ 182
+ 512
+1,032

N BN W EN U AR G e e G

*The unit of count in criminal cases is the charge. For example, a defendant brought before the Court
on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.

**Charges filed initially in the Court of Common Pleas.

#fiCharges filed originally in Justice of the Peace Courts which were transferred to the Court of Common Pleas

at the option of the defendant. :

##Charges originally filed in Justice of the Peace Courts which by statute must be transferred to the !
Court of Common Pleas.

@Felong charges brought before the Court of Common Pleas for preliminary hearing which are reduced to
misdemeanors and pled guilty to.

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas
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28,132
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COURT Of COMMON PLEAS

FISCAL YEAR 1987
PRESENTENCE OFFICE
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Pending Investigations Investigations Pending Change In

6/30/86 Ordered Completed* 6/30/87 Pending
New Castle 132 373 389 116 -16
Kent** 2 46 42 6 + 4
Sussex** iz 3 7 _8 -4
State 146 432 448 130 ~-16

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
PRESENTENCE OFFICE

WORKLOAD

INVESTIGATIONS ORDERED

1986 1987 Change
New Castle 447 373 -74
Kent»* 25 46 +21
Sussex** 19 13 - &
State 491 432 -59
INVESTIGATIONS COMPLETED*

1986 1987 Change
New Castle 435 389 -46
Kent** 32 42 +10
Sussex** 20 17 -3
State 487 448 -39

*An investigation is considered completed when it has been both written and typed or has
been otherwise closed (i.e. deceased defendant, motion for new trial granted, etc.).

**¥Presentence investigastions for the Court of Common Pleas in Kent and Sussex Counties are
done by the Superior Court Presentence 0Office.

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Cecmmon Pleas; Superior Court Presentence Offices, Kent and
Sussex Counties.
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% Change

In Pending

- 12.1%
+200.0%
- 33.3%
- 11.0%

% Change

- 16.6%
+ B84.0%
- 31.65%
- 12.0%

% Change

i0.6%
+ 31.3%
- 15.0%
- 8.0%

1
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

FISCAL YEAR 1987
PRESENTENCE OFFICE

i

Nc. of Defendants
Sentenced After

Average Time
From Date

PERFORMANCE

Average Time
From Date

Average Time
From Date

Average Time
From Date

Average Time
From Date

Presentence Ordered to Written to Ordered to Typed to Ordered to
Investigation Date Written Date Typed Date Typed Date Sentenced Date Sentenced
New Castle 390 27.2 days 0.5 days 27.7 days 1.5 days 29.2 days
Kent N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Sussex N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
State N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
PRODUCTIVITY
INVESTIGATIONS TYPING
Number of Average Number Number of Average Number
Investigations Written Per Investigations Typed Per
Written Month Typed Month
New Castle 389 32.4 389 32.4
Kent N.A. N.A. N.A N.A.
Sussex N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
State N.A. N.A. N.A N.A.
: N.A. = Not Applicable. This is because presentence investigations for the Court of Common Pleas
: in Kent County and Sussex County are done by the Superior Court Presentence Office.
Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas



Pending

6/30/86
New Castle 3,577
Kent 224
Sussex 246
State 4,047

FILINGS

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

DISPOSITIONS

New Castle
Kent
Sussex
State

Source: Court Administrator,
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD SUMMARY
Pending Change In % Change
Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending

3,866 4,268 3,175 - 402 -11.2%

429 394 259 + 35 +15.6%

623 609 260 + 14 + 5.7%

4,918 5,271 3,694 - 353 - 8.7%

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD

1986 1987 Change % Change
4,697 3,866 - 831 -17.7%
438 429 - 9 - 2.1%
546 623 + 77 +14.1%
5,681 4,918 - 763 -13.4%
1986 1987 Change % Change
3,662 4,268 +606 +16.6%
425 394 - 31 - 7.3%
543 609 + 66 +12.2%
4,630 5,271 +641 +13.9%

Court of Common Pleas
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FILINGS

New Castle

Kent
Sussex
State

DISPOSITIONS

New Castle

Kent
Sussex
State

Source:

Court Administrator,

Complaints
3,659 94.6%
377 87.9%
569 91.3%
4,605 93.6%
By Court
1,451 34.0%
145 36.8%
178 29.2%
1,774 33.7%

COURT OF COMMCwN PLEAS

FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS

Civil Judgments,

Name Changes

207 5.4%
52 12.1%
54 B.7%
313 6.4%
By Counsel
2,817 66.0%
249 63.2%
431 70.8%
3,497 66.3%

Court of Common Pleas

P

TOTALS
3,866 100.0%
429 100.0%
623 100.0%
4,918 100.0%

TOTALS
4,268 100.0%
394 100.0%
609 100.0%
5,271 100.0%

“
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Cases

6,000

4,800

3,600 _ ]

2,400

1,200

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND S5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS

CIVIL CASES

1,586

NOTES: 1) Trend lines computed by linear regression analysis.
2) Projections using S-year base (1983-1987) not used
due to axtreme fluctuations in recent civil workload.

5,681 ACTUAL

3,510,
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bispositions O —_ - O
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PROJECTED

./5,194
./51,617

5,440
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(1978-1967) of Actual Filings.

—a

FISCAL YEAR:

1978 1979 1980 1981 19682 1983

Source: Adminiatrative Office of the Courts
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MUNICIPAL COURT

Legal Authorization

The Municlpal Court of the City of Wilmington Is authorlized by 10 Delaware Code, Chapter 17.

Geographlc Organization

The Court has Jurlsdiction within the geographic boundaries of WilImington.

Legal Jurisdiction

The Munlcipal Court has criminal. jurisdiction over traffic, misdemeanor, and municipal ordlinances
concurrent with the Justice of the Peace Courts and the Court of Common Pieas. The Court conducts preliminary
hearings for both felonles and drug-related misdemeanors. Jury ftrials are not+ avallable. The Court has a

Violations Division which processes all moving and parklng cltatlons.
Judges
Number ~ There are 3 Judges of the Municipal Court of Wllmington; at present two are full time

and one Is part time. Not more than 2 of the Judges may be members of the same
political party.

Appointment - The Judges are appolinted by the Governor, with the approval by the Senate.

Tenure - Judges are appointed for l2~year terms.

Qualiflcations The Judges must be llcensed to practice law in the State of Delaware for 5 years
preceding appointment.

Support Personnel

The Chtef Judge of the Munliclpal Court appolints a Chlef Clerk who may in turn appoint Deputies.

Caseload Trend

While criminal, traffic and total flllings a!l increased during FY 1987, there were also Iacreases In
criminal, traffic, and total disposfitions during FY 1987. The activity In Munrlcipal Cour+ during FY 1987
actually fed to a most dliverse combination of changes In pending.
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Criminal fllings Increased by 7.4% from 12,740 In FY 1986 t+o 13,685 In FY 1987. <Criminal dispositlions
rose even more sharply, risling by 9.5% from 12,988 In FY 1986 to 14,219 in FY 1987. The greater rate of
Increase In dispositions than In filings led to a 33.5% decrease in criminal pending from !,503 at the end
of FY 1986 to 969 at the end of FY 1987.

There was a rise of 4.2% in traffic filings +o 18,543 In FY 1987 from 17,801 in FY 1986. Trafflc dlspo-
si+lions increased only sitghtly from 17,526 In FY 1986 to 17,767 in FY 1987. The result of the greater rise
in frafflic filings than in dispositlions was a 44.4% increase In trafflc pending from 1,746 at the end of FY
1986 to 2,522 at the end of FY 1987.

While criminal dlspositlions rose more rapldly than criminal filings even as trafflic fillngs increased
more sharply than +trafflc dlsposttions during FY 1987, +the totals for criminal and traffic data for fllings
and dispostions were nearly the same. There was a total of 32,228 filings during FY 1987, which was less
than 1% more than the 31,986 dlisposlitlons during the same perlod. Even as criminal pending dropped notliceably
and traffic pending rose sharply during FY 1987, total pending increased only moderately from 3,249 at the
end of FY 1986 to 3,491 at the end of FY [987.



MUNICIPAL COURT

Court House
1000 King Street
Wilmington, Delaware
(571-4530)

JUDICIARY

Chief Judge
Hon. Alfred Fraczkowski (R,

Karen A. Brandenberger,
(571-4550)

Associate Judges

19801

8/7/93)
Executive Secretary

Hon. Carl Goldstein (R, 6/30/94)

Joyce Vietri, Secretary
(571-4551)

Hon. Leonard L. Williams (D
(571-4551)

, 6/4/78)
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Process Service

Steven Jonkiert

Bailiffs

David L. Dempsey
Gerald Nolan
Cornelius Morris
Carmen Merced

MUNICIPAL COURT

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

Court Commissioners

T. Roger Barton, Clerk of Court
(571-4534)
Richard 0. Douglas, Deputy Clerk
(571-4540)
Furio R. Casale, Deputy Clerk
(571-4540)
Laurence L. Fitchett, Deputy Clerk
(571-4540)
Nancy L. Clark-Roberts, Deputy Clerk
(571-4540)
Lucy Gomez, Secretary
(571-4534)

Criminal Clerical Staff

Josephine Smulski

Kathy Holstein

Mary E. Devine

Debra Gibbs

Evelyn M. Smith

Jacquelyn Smith

Vacant

Janet Davis (part-time)
Kathy Craighead (part-time)
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Traffic Violation Staff

Shirley Cohen
Carolyn Sylvester
Ann Collins
Kimberly Betz

et
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Criminal
Traffic
TOTALS

FILINGS

Criminal
Traffic
TOTALS

DISPOSITIONS

Criminal
Traffic
TOTALS

*The unit of count in Municipal Court is the charge.
brought before the Court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.

Source: Chief Court Commissioner,

Pending

6/30/86

1,503
1,746
3,249

Filings

13,6

MUNICIPAL COURT

FISCAL YEAR 1987
WORKLOAD SUMMARY*

Dispositions

85

18,5

32,2

12,988

17,526

30,514

43
28

COMPARISON -

Municipal Court

14,219
17,767
31,986

FISCAL YEARS
WORKLOAD*

13,685

18,543

32,228

1987

14,219

17,767

31,986

For example,

Pending

6/30/87

969
2,522
3,491

1986-1987

Change

+ 945
+ 742
+1,687

Change

+1,231
+ 241
+1,472

a defendant

Change In
_Pending
-534
+776
+242
% Change
+ 7.4%
+ 4.2%
+ 5.5%
% Change
+ 9.5%
+ 1.4%
+ 4.8%
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% Change
In Pending

-35.5%
+44.,4%
+ 7.5%
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Numbar of

Cases

20,000 ___
16,000
12,000
8,000
4,000
0

NUNICIPAL COURT

10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND ARD 5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS
CRIMINAL CASES

9,972

9,044

8,89]

NOTE: Trend linen computed by linear regreasion analysis.

407

10,540

ACTUAL

11,386

Filings O———0
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Pending at End of Year A A\

1,751
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Number of
Caseas
RT
24,000 MUNICIPAL COU ,
10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND ARD 5~YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTION
TRAFFIC CASES !
ACTUAL 1 PROJECTED 23,569
1 22,548
|
20,000 _ | - |
}
18,543
! 19,485
|
‘ 16,238 !
1
le,000__ 1 ~ 17,199
- 1
O i
15,431
[
|
i
12,000 | '
[
]
[}
[}
Filings [} o ! Pilinge-Based on Past 5 Years
o O (19€3-1907) of Actual Filings.
8,000_ | t
8,484 }
pispositions O — - O ]
MOTE: Trend lines computed by linear regression analysis. )
§
pending at End of Year [yw————dy\ !
4,000} b
t
2,522 |
}
1,225 )
813 1,125 :
5] 1 !
= —
Fiscal Year: 1978 1979 1980 1981 1981 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 |
1988 1909 1990 1991 1992

Source; Adminisirative Office of the Courts



Number of
' Cases MUNICIPAL COURT
42,000—p—— 10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND 5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTION 1 H
TOTAL CASES ACTUAL | . PROJECTED 41,998 H
\ ;
40,032

1
( ni
36,000 | ‘)
' I
|
31,986 |
30,000 !
4 ] :
30,514
26,614 | H
i
25,131 1
: ]
24,000
24,475 L
|
[
!
20,538 . I
18,000 I
Filinga-Pasad on Past 5 Years
16,029 o—a o0—~0
l ' Filings i (1983-1987) of Actual Filings.
- |
| {
NOTE: Trend lines computed by linear regraession analysis. ;
pispositions O - - O | H
. 12,000 i H
|
Pending at End of Year [——2\ {
[} !

1

6,000 I
1
3,222 3,249 3,491 |
1,632 1,371 1,800 1,532 1,698 1,551 2Az‘m/'a'____la'_———”‘A } :
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

Legal Authortzatlon

The Justlce of +he Peace Courts are authorized by the Constltutlon of Delaware, Article 1V, Section |.

Geographlc Organltzatlon

The Jurisdictlon of the Courts Is statewlde and sesslons are held throughout the State. Of the 19 Courts
currently operating, 8 are In New Castie County, 4 are In Xent County, and 7 are In Sussex County.

Legal Jurlsdictlon

The Justlce of the Peace Courts have Jurlsdiction over civil cases In whlich the amount In controversy does
not exceed $2,500. JP Courts are authorlzed to hear certaln misdemeanors and most motor vehicle cases
(excluding felonles) and may act as committing maglstrates for all crimes. Appeals may be taken de novo to
Superlor Court. The subject matter Jurlisdiction of the Justice of the Peace Courts Is shared with the Court
of -Common Pleas.

Justlices of the Peace

The Delaware Code authorizes a maximum of 53 Justices of the Peace. The maxImum number of Justlices of
+he Peace permltted In each county Is: 24 In New Castle County, 12 !n Kent County, and |7 In Sussex County.
Maglstrates are appointed by the Governor and conflrmed by the Senate for terms of four years. A Justlce of
+he Peace must be at least 21 years of age and a resident of the State of Delaware and of the county In which
he serves. In additlon to the 53 Justlices of the Peace, the Governor appolnts a Chief Maglstrate, subject ‘o
Senate conflrmation.

Support Personnel

An Administrator, two administrative offlcers, and a flscal administratlive offlcer help the Chilef
Maglsirate direct the JP Courts on a day-to—-day basis. The State provlides clerks of the court, constables and
other personnel for the courts.

Caseload Trend

For the second consecutive year criminal flllngs and dispositions both rose to new single fiscal year levels.

There was an lIncrease of 3,500 criminal flllngs to 172,527 tn FY 1987 from 167,027 durlng FY 1986, a rise of
3.3, There was a 3.5% rilse in criminal dispositlons from 165,212 criminal dispositlons In FY 1986 to 170,946
In FY 1987 which was an lIncrease of 5,734 dispositions. There was a rise in criminal pending from 5,495 at
the end of FY 1986 to 7,076 criminal pending at the end of FY 1987, an Increase of {,581 criminal pending.

G i I N BN B o B B e e

-
i



PAGE
=147=

Civil flitngs rose by i0.7% from 25,955 during FY 1986 to 28,724 1n FY 1987. The tncrease In civil dispo-
sltions was somewhat smaller, increasing to 27,329 during FY 1987 from 27,232 during FY 1986, The larger
rate of lIncrease In filings than In dlspositlions led to a 24.6% increase In clvll pending from 5,675 at the
end of FY 1986 to 7,070 at the end of FY 1987,

An Increase In both criminal and clvll actlvl+ty promlises an Increase In total activity as well, so the
Increases In total fllings and disposlitlons as well as total pending at the end of the year for FY 1987 was
to be expected. Total fillngs rose by 4.3% to a record level of 20{,25| In FY 1987 from 192,982 In FY 1986,
Total dispositlons also reached new record levels, Increasing by 3.0% to 198,275 from 192,444 in FY 1986,
Pendling at the end of the year was nearly ldentical for both criminal and clivlil pending with total pending
rising to i4,146 by the end of FY 1987 from 11,170 at the end of FY 1986.
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS IN DELAWARE
A

10-Kirkwood Highway

15-Penny Hill

13-Wilmington
14-Wilmingten
B=Wi i n

l1l-New Castle

XEY
‘. Criminal and Traffic Court
O civil court
/ - ®  Criminal, Traffic, and Civil
Court
\9-Middleto

. 7-Dover

16«Dover C)

6-Harrington

©

S=Milford

3-Georgetown

17~Georqetown3
(] 4-Seaford
Q _T8-seaford - il o
=5
o

l-Millsbor®
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Court location

New Castle County

Court 9 Townsend

Court 10 Kirkwcod Highway
Court 11 New Castle

Court 12 Newport

Court 13 Wilmington

Court 14 Wilmington

Court 15 Penny Hill

Court 18 Wilmington

Kent County

Court 6 Harrington
Court 7 Dover
Court 16 Dover
Court 8 Smyrna

Sussex County

Court 1 Millsbore

Court 2 LlLewes Winter:
Summer

Court 3 Georgetovwn

Court 17 Georgetown

Court Seaford

Court 19 Seaford

Court 5 Milford

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

Hours Open

M, Tu, Th, F BAM-&4PM; W Noon-8PM
7 Days Per Week, 8AM-Midnight

7 Days Per Week, 24 Heours Per Day
M-F 8:30AM-4:30PM

M-F BAM-4PM

M-F BAM-4PM

M, Sat BAM-4PM; Tu-F BAM-Midnight
M-F 9AM-5PM

M-F BAM-4PM

7 Days Per Week, 24 Hours Per Day
M-t B8:30AM-4:30PM

M-F BAM-4PM

M-F BAM-4PM

M, Tu BAM-4PM; W-Sat BAM-Midnight

Sun, M BAM-4PM;Tu-Sat BAM-Midnight
7 Days Per Week, 24 Hours Per Day

M-F BAM-4PM

M-Sat BAM-Midnight

M-F B8AM-4PM

M-F BAM-4PM

Total Hours
Open Per Week

40

112

168
40
40
40
80
40

40
168
40
40

40
80
96
168
40
96
40
40
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Jurisdiction

Criminal & Civil

Criminal
€riminal
Civil

Civil

Criminal
Criminal
Criminal

Criminal
Criminal
Civil

Criminal

Criminal
Criminal
Criminal
Criminal
Civil

Criminal
Civil

Criminal

e

Civil

Civil

Civil
Civil
CivilCourt

Civil



New Castle County
Deputy Chief Magistrate

Hon. Morris Levenberg (6/30/89)

New Castle County
Justices of the Peace

Hon. Andrew G. Ahern, Jr. (6/27/88)
Hon. David R. Anderson (10/6/90)
Hon. Richard L. Brandenberg (6/30/90)
Hon. William W. Brittingham (6/20/89)
Hon. Ronald E. Cheeseman (5/22/88)
Hon. Thomas E. Cole (4/16/90)

Hon. Barbara C. Hughes (6/30/89)
Hon. Lorin P, Hunt (6/27/88)

Hon. Virginia W. Johknson (6/30/90)
Hon. Ann A. Lewis (5/10/87)

Hon. Edwin L. Lord, Jr. (6/30/89)
Hon. Kathleen C. Lucas (6/30/89)
Hon. Ruth P, Malm (1/11/89)

Hon. John .P. MclLaughlin (5/22/88)
Hon. Mable M. Pitt (6/22/83)

Hon. Edward M. Poling (6/30/89)
Hon. William S. Rowe, Jr. (6/20/88)
Hon. Rosalie 0. Rutkowski (8/5/88)
Hon. David R. Skelley (6/30/89)
Hon. Rosalind Toulson (5/2/87)

Hon. John H. Wilding (9/2%/88)
Vacant

Vacant

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

JUDICIARY

Chief Magistrate

Hon. Norman A. Barron (6/20/88)
Pamela A. Nagle, Secretary

Kent County
Deputy Chief Magistrate

Hon. Charles M. Stump (6/5/88)

Kent County
Justices of the Peace

Hon. Ernst M. Acndt (6/30/89)
Hon. Margret L. Barrett (6/20/86)
Hon. Helen M. Brandt (6/20/86)
Hon. George W. Kershner, III (6/30/90)
Hon. Joseph A. Knussman (6/22/87)
Hon. Ellis B. Parrott (6/10/90)
Hon. Agnes E. Pennella (7/19/87)
Hon. Russell T. Rash (6/30/89)
Hon. Alice W. Stark (9/1/89)

Hon. Wallace P. Wootten (5/9/78)
Vacant
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Sussex County
Deputy Chief Magistrate

Hon. William J. Hopkins, Jr. (4/19/86)
Hon. Thomas J. Orr (6/20/90)

Sussex County
Justices of the Peace

Hon. Sheila A. Blakely (7/19/87)

Hon. William A. Booth (7/1/86)

Hon. Francis G. Charles (9/30/89)
Hon. Richard D. Comly (8/28/89)

Hon. Edward G. Davis (7/2/87)

Hon. Walter J. Godwin (6/30/88)

Hon. Jeffrey W. Hague (7/1/88)

Hon. Robert F. Handy (6/5/88)

Hon. Thomas W, Hutson (6/27/91)

Hon. Howard W. Mulvaney, III (7/19/87)
Hon. Almetia J. Murray (7/1/90)

Hon. William F. Plack, Jr. (6/20/90)
Hon. Edward G. Pollard, Jr. (6/30/88)
Hon. Abigayle E. Truitt (7/2/87)
Vacant



NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Administrative Offlce

61 Christlana Road
New Castle, DE 19720
(323-4530)

Admintstrator

Michael E. MclLaughlin
Anne Amalfitano, Secretary

Administrative Officers

Thomas W. Nagle
Mary E. Cooper
Christine H. Roberts, Clerk

Fiscal Admintstrative Offlicer

Vacant

Administrative Assistant

Sandra L. Coleman

COURT 9

R.D. 5355, Summit+ Brldge
Townsend, DE 15734
(378-9533)

Clerk of t+he Court

Agnes B. Thompson

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

KENT COUNTY

COURT 6

Post Office Box 3

Route 13

Harrington, DE (9952
{(398~8247)

Clerk of the Court

Betty Pleasanton

SUSSEX COUNTY

COURT |

Post Offlce Box 192

Route |1I3

MIlisboro, DE 19966
(934-7268)

Clerk of the Court

Debbie Vickers




NEW CASTLE COUNTY
Court 10
2207 S$t. James Church Road

Wiimington, DE 19808
(995-8640)

Clerk of the Court
Carollne F. PIni

COURT 11
61 Christlana Road

New Castlie, DE 19720
(323~-4450)

Clerk of the Court

Nancy Snipes
COURT 12
{500 East Newport Pike

Wiimington, DE 19804
(994-9314, 994-9652)

Clerk of the Court

Ann Marte Elllingsworth

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

SUPPORT PERSONNEL {CONTINUED)

KENT COUNTY

COURT 7

Post Offlce Box 108i
Rallrocad & Loockermar Streets
Dover, DE 1990}

(736-4554, 736-4555)

Clerk of the Court
Mar Jorte Nolette

Data £niry Tech.

Monika Rash

COURT 8.

115 East North Sireet
Smyrna, DE 19977
{(653-7083)

Clerk of the Court

Eunice C. Ridgeway

COURT 16

Post Office Box |08}
Railroad & Loockerman Streets
Dover, DE 1990}

(736-4316)

Clerk of the Court

Shella Fox

SUSSEX COUNTY

COURT 2

Post Offlce Box 492

Route 9
Lewes, DE 19958
(645-6163)

Clerk of the Court

Joanne R. Ash

COURT 3

Post Office Box 605

Route 113

Georgetown, DE 19947
(856~1445)

Clerk of the Court

Barbara E. Adams

COURT 4

Post Offlice Box 718

817 Norman Eskridge Highway

Seaford, DE (9973
(629-8101)

Clerk of the Court

Mary Lee Lowe
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY

COURT 13

Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Bldg.

820 North French Street
Wlimington, DE 1980}
(571-2550)

Clerk of the Court

Clalre Lucas

COURT 14

Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Bldg.

820 Nor+th French Street
Wlimington, DE 1980i
(571-2552)

Clerk of fhe Court

Margaret Kenney

COURT |5

716 Phlladelphla Pike

Wlimington, DE 19809
(764-4142)

Clerk of the Cour+t

Geraldine McLaughlin

COURT 18

Mul+1-Purpose Crimlnal Justice Faclllty

Post Offlce Box 9279

1301 East 12th Street

Wiimington, DE 19809
(429-7740, 429-7741)

Cierk of the Court

Edna -Conner

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED)

KENT COUNTY
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SUSSEX COUNTY

COURT 5

Post Offlce Box 254

715 S. DuPont Bivd.
Milford, DE 19963
(422-8871)

Clerk of the Court

Leah Betts

COURT 17

Post Offlce Box 605

Route 113
Georgetown, DE 19947
(856-1447)

Clerk of the Court

Wanda Abbott

COURT 19

Post Offlce Box 718

817 Norman Eskridge Highway
Seaford, DE 19973
(629~5433)

Clerk of +the Court

Ida Mae Frledel

s




NEW CASTLE COUNTY CAPIAS CONTROL CENTER
Justice of the Peace Court No. i
61 Christlana Road
New Castle, DE 19720
(325-4451)

Clerk of the Court

Galle Kerrligan

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONT INUED)

KENT COUNTY CAPIAS CONTROL CENTER
Justlice of the Peace Court No. 7
Post Office Box 1081
Rallrcad & Loockerman Streets
Dover, DE 1990|

(736-4353)

Clerk of +the Court

Rella Goodson

SUSSEX COUNTY CAPIAS CONTROL CENTER
Justice of the Peace Court No. 3
Post Office Box 605
Route 113
Georgetown, DE [9947

(856-5222)

Clerk of the Court

Shirley Johnson

-



New Castle County

Court

9

Court 10

Court 1
Court 1
Court 1

1

L%
5

Court 18

Kent County

Court 6
Court 7
Court B8
Sussex County
Court 1
Court 2
Court 3
Court 4
Court 5
State

Pending

6/30/86

19
61
1,976

452
175

2,463
222
56

69

5,495
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES*
WORKLOAD SUMMARY
Pending Change In % Change
Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
6,925 6,928 16 - 3 - 15.8%
19,006 18,986 81 + 20 + 32.8%
35,973 35,690 2,250 + 283 + 14.4%
0 0 0 0 -
16,626 16,626 0 0 -
5,653 5,653 0 0 -
5,864 5,871 o - 7 -100.00%
30,694 30,499 647 + 195 + 43.2%
2,677 2,682 170 - 5 - 2.9%
2,749 2,739 14 + 10 +250.0%
15,240 14,244 3,459 + 996 + 40.4%
13,152 13,129 245 + 23 + 10.4%
15,002 14,913 145 + 89 +158.9%
2,966 2,986 49 - 20 - 29.0%
172,527 170,946 7,076 +1,581 + 28.8%

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant
brought before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant,
and other cases which are included in the totals for other courts.

Source:

Chief Magistrate's Office,

Justice of the Peace Courts
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS
FISCAL -YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES*
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS
FILINGS
Title 7 Title 11 Title 21
Fish/Game Criminal Traffic Miscellaneous TOTALS

New Castle County

Court 9 246 3.6% 140 2.0% 6,392 92.3% 147 2.1% 6,925 100.0%

Court 10 333 1.8% 2,732 14.4% 14,615 76.9% 1,326 7.0% 19,006 100.0%

Court 11 431 1.2% 7,992 22.2% 25,127 69.9% 2,423 6.7% 35,973 100.0%

Court 14%» g - 0 - o - 0 - 0 -
: Court 15 58 0.4% 1,139 6.9% 15,429 92.8% 0 0.0% 16,626 100.0%
§ Court 18 C 0.0% 4,252 75.2% 495 8.8% 906 16.0% 5,653 100.0%
§ Kent County
; Court 6 10 0.2% 537 9.2% 5,214 88.9% 103 1.8% 5,864 100.0%

Court 7 366 1.2% 5,051 16.5% 23,907 77.9% 1,370 4.5% 30,694 100.0%

Court 8 83 3.1% 457 17.1% 1,952 72.9% 185 6.9% 2,677 106.0%

Sussex County

Court 1 191 6.9% 300 10.9% 2,179 79.3% 79 2.9% 2,749 1060.0%
f Court 2 162 1.1% 750 4.9% 14,119 92.7% 209 1.4% 15,240 100.0%
: Court 3 118 0.9% 5,279 40.1% 7,326 55.7% 429 3.3% 13,152 100.0%
\ Court 4 144 1.0% 1,717 11.5% 12,859 85.7% 282 1.9% 15,002 100.0%

Court 5 43 1.5% 583 19.7% 2,225 75.0% 115 3.9% 2,966 100.0%
§ State 2,185 1.3% 30,929 17.9% 131,839 76.4% 7,574 4.4% 172,527 100.0%

*The unit of count fer criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant
brought before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant, and
other cases which are included in the totals for other courts.

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts

-
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*The untt of count for crimlinal

New Castle County
Court 9
Court 10
Court 11
Court 14%*
Court 15
Court 18

Kent County
Court 6
Court 7
Court 8
Sussex County
Court |
Court+ 2
Court 3
Court+ 4
Court 5

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS (CONTINUED?}

F1SCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL AND .TRAFFIC CASES*

DISPOSITIONS

Title 7 Title 11
Fish/Game Criminal
243 3.5% 130 1.9¢%
337 1.8% 2,812 14.8%
402 1.1% 7,861 22.0%
0 0 -
58 0.3% 1,139 6.9%
0 0.0% 4,252 75.2%
10 0.2% 537 9.1%
370 1.2% 4,997 16.4%
83 3.1% 460 17.2%
191 7.0% 306 11.0%
154 1.1% 616 4.3%
119 0.9% 5,280 40.2%
146 1.0% 1,716 11.5¢%
38 |.3% 614 20.6%
2,151 - 1.3% 30,714 18.0%

and traffic cases

Title 21
Traffic

6,414
14,518
25,036
0
15,429
495

5,221
23,784
1,953

2,169
13,274
7,302
12,769
2,215

92.6%
76.5%
70.2%
92.8%

8.8%

88.9%
78.0%
72.8%

79.2%
93.2%
55.6%
85.6%
74.2%

130,579

is the charge.

76.4%

For example,

brought before the court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.
14 1s used to handle some driving under the

*¥*¥Court
other

Source:

cases whlch are included

Chief Maglstrate's Office,

influence,
In the totals for other courts.

Justlice of the Peace Courts

fugli+lve warrant,
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Miscel laneous TOTALS
141§ 2.0% 6,928 100.0%
1,319 6.9% 18,986 100.0%
2,391 6.7% 35,690 100.0%
0 - 0 -
0 0.0% 16,626 100,0%
906  16.0% 5,653 100.0%
103 1.8% 5,871 100.0%
1,348 4.4% 30,499 100.0%
186 6.9% 2,682 100,0%
79 2.,9% 2,739 [00.0%
200 1.4% 14,244 100,0%
428 -3,.3% 13,129 100.0%
282 1.9% 14,913 1.0.0%
119 4.0% 2,986 100.0%
7,502 4.4% 170,946 100.0%

and

a defendant
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES*
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS
CHANGE IN PENDING
Title 7 Title 11 Title 21
Fish/Game Criminal Traffic Miscellaneous TOTALS
New Castle County
Court 9 + 3 + 10 - 22 + 6 - 3
Caurt 10 - 4 - BO + 97 + 7 + 20
Court M1 + 29 +131 + 91 + 32 + 283
Court 14%* 0 0 0 0 ]
Court 15 0 0 0 0 0
Court 18 0 0 0 0 0
Kent founty
Court 6 ] 0 - 7 0 - 7
Court 7 - 4 + 54 +123 + 22 + 195
: Court 8 0 -~ 3 -1 - 1 - 5
Sussex County
Court 1 0 0 + 10 0 + 10
Court 2 + B +134 +845 + 9 + 996
Court 3 - 1 - 1 + 24 + 1 + 23
Court 4 - 2 + 1 + 90 o + 89
Court 5 + 5 - 31 + 10 - 4 - 20
State + 34 +215 +1,260 + 72 +1,561

*The unit of count far criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant
brought before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant, and
other cases which are included in the totzsls for other courts.

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts




PAGE :

=159= g

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS %

FISCAL YEAR 1987 :

CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES* %

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS i

By Mail-In By Court By Counsel %

Fine Appearance Appearance TOTALS é

New Castle County z

Court 9 5,891 85.0% 889 12.8% 148 2.1% 6,928 100.0% %

Court 10 8,665 45.6% 9,946 52.4% 375 2.0% 18,986 100.0% f

Court 11 11,601 32.5% 22,480 63.0% 1,609 4.5% 35,690 100.0% 1

Court 14%» 0 - 0 - o0 - 0 -

Court 15 7,317 44.0% 9,309 56.0% 0 0.0% 16,626 100.0% i

Court 18 0 0.0% 5,653 100.0% 0 0.0% 5,653 100.0% E

Kent County %

Court 6 4,288 73.0% 1,550 26.4% 33 0.6% 5,871 100.0% ?

Court 7 15,497 50.8% 14,249 46.7% 753 2.5% 30,499 100.0% :
Court B8 1,012 37.7% 1,468 54.7% 202 7.5% 2,682 100.0%

Sussex County

Court 1 1,742 63.6% 9861 35.8% 16 0.6% 2,739 100.0%
Court 2 10,269 72.1% 3,975 27.9% 0 0.0% 14,244 100.0%

Court 3 3,370 25.7% 9,759 74.3% 0 0.0% 13,129 100.0% :

Court 4 8,879 59.5% 6,034 40.5% 0 0.0% 14,913 100.0% ?

Court 5 1,149 38.5% 1,818 60.9% 19 0.6% 2,986 100.0% ;
State 79,680 46.6% 88,111 51.6% 3,155 1.8% 170,946 100.0%

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant
brought before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant,
and other cases which are included in the totals for other courts.

Source: Chief Magistrate's 0ffice, Justice of the Peace Courts




New Castle County

Court
Court
Court
Court
Court
Court

Kent County

Court
Court
Court

Sussex County

9
10
11
14%%
15
18

6
7
8

Court
Court
Court
Court
Court

State

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge.

1
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COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES*
WORKLOAD
FILINGS DISPOSITIUNS
986 1987 Change % Change 1986 1987 Change % Change
5,435 6,925 +1,490 +27.4% 5,422 6,928 + 1,506 +27.8%
22,391 19,006 -3,385 -15.1% 22,465 18,986 - 3,479 -15.5%
40,837 35,973 -4,864 -11.9% 39,776 35,690 - 4,086 -10.3%
0 i 0 - 0 0 0 -
14,815 16,626 +1,811 +12.2% 14,815 16,626 + 1,811 +12.2%
3,827 5,653 +1,826 +47.7% 3,827 5,653 + 1,826 +47.7%
6,329 5,864 - 465 - 7.3% 6,322 5,871 - 451 - 7.1%
25,061 30,694 +5,633 +22.5% 24,939 30,499 + 5,560 +22.3%
2,783 2,677 - 106 - 3.8% 2,789 2,682 - 107 - 3.8%
2,866 2,749 - 117 - 4.1% 2,867 2,739 - 128 - 4.5%
14,734 15,240 + 506 + 3.4% 14,030 14,2644  + 214 + 1.5%
12,663 13,152 + 489 + 3.9% 12,638 13,129  + 491 + 3.9%
12,760 15,002 +2,242 +17.6% 12,803 14,913  + 2,110 +16.5%
2,526 2,966 + 440 +17 .45% 2,519 2,986 + 467 +18.5%
167,027 172,527 + 5,500 + 3.3% 165,212 170,946 + 5,734 + 3.5%

before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.
**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence,
cases which are included in the totals for other courts.

Source:

Chief Magistrate's Office,

Justice of the Peace Courts

For example, a defendant brought

fugitive warrant, and other
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Number of é
Casest 1 z
240,000 ______ JUSTICE OF TIE PEACE COURTS 1
10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND S5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS ACTUAL ! PROJECTED
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES 1
| 213,819
! 206,055
|
198,290 H
200,000 _ | i i QB.V
| 190,-5V . /D
182,761
i ! D/’/ 0 194,510
189,491
172,527 184,472 :
167,027 ! 179,453 ' :
| 174,434
A 170,946 {
160,000__| _ 156,925 165,212 ’ | ;
152,483 ’ H
= I :
Z 155 :
151,752 /093 | ;
137,655 147,922 i :
130,541 i -
137,277 i
7129,933 131,227 !
120,000___} i :
!
! i
94,935 | ;
! :
94,465 | ;
80,000} i :
[
|
Filings-Based on Past 5 Years
NOTES: 1) Pending at End of Year not included to avoid
graphical distorxion. Filings Ob——1] i O———— (1983-1987) of Actual Filings.
2) Trend lines computed by linear regression analysis. |
! :
40,0004 i i - _ Filings-Based on Past 10 Years i
0 Dispositions Q) (@) ] 8 (1976-1987) of Actual Filings. H
§
!
1
|
: |
Fiscal Year: 1978 1979 1980 1981 1932 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD SUMMARY

Pending Pending Change In % Change

6/30/86 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle County
Court 9 22 320 328 14 - 8 - 36.4%
Court 12 1,289 6,981 6,300 1,970 + 681 + 52.8%
Court 13 1,009 8,719 8,370 1,358 + 349 + 34.6%
Kent County
Court 6 20 1,514 1,484 50 + 30 +150.0%
Court 16 1,538 4,081 3,990 1,629 + 91 + 5.9%
Court 8 40 917 818 139 + 99 +247.5%
Sussex County
Court 1 40 506 505 41 + 1 + 2.5%
Court 2 1,199 624 537 1,286 + 87 + 7.3%
Court 17 166 1,930 1,869 227 + 61 + 36.8%
Court 19 194 1,560 1,604 150 - 44 - 22.7%
Court 5 158 1,572 1,524 206 + 48 + 30.4%
State 5,675 28,724 27,329 7,070 +1,395 + 24.6%

Seurce: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS
FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS
FILINGS DISPOSITIONS
Complaints Landlord/Tenant TOTALS Complaints Landlord/Tenant TOTALS
New Castle County
Court 9 216 67.5% 104 32.5% 320 100.0% 206 - 62.8% 122 37.2% 328 100.0%
Court 12 4,299 61.6% 2,682 38.4% 6,981 100.0% 3,676 58.3% 2,624 41.7% 6,300 100.0%
Court 13 6,195 71.1% 2,524 28.9% 8,719 100.0% 6,326 T75.6% 2,044 24.4% 8,370 100.0%
Kent County
Court 6 1,440 95.1% 74 4.9% 1,514 100.0% 1,413  95.2% 71 4.8% 1,484 100.0%
Court 16 3,619 88.7% 462 11.3% 4,081 100.0% 3,434 B86.1% 556 13.9% 3,990 100.0%
Court 8 873 95.2% 44 4.8% 917 100.0% 775 94.8% 43  5.2% 818 100.0%
Sussex County
Court 1 354 70.0% 152 30.0% 506 100.0% 353 69.9% 152 30.1% 505 100.0%
Court 2 494 78.7% 133 21.3% 624 100.0% 417 77.7% 120 22.3% 537 100.0%
Court 17 1,831 94.9% 99 5.1% 1,930 100.0% 1,763 94.3% 106 5.7% 1,869 100.0%
Court 19 1,318 84.5% 242 15.5% 1,560 100.0% 1,362 B84.9% 242 15.1% 1,604 100.06%
Court 5 1,537 97.8% 35 2.2% 1,572 100.0% 1,507 98.9% 17 1.1% 1,524 100.0%
State 22,173 77.2% 6,551 22.8% 28,724 100.0% E 21,232 77.7% 6,097 22.3% 27,329 100.0%

Source: Chief Magistrate's 0Office, Justice of the Peace Courts



JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

FISCAL YEAR 1987
CIVIL CASES

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS (CONTINUED)

CHANGE IN PENDING

Complaints Landlord/Tenant
New Castle County
Court 9 + 10 - 18
Court 12 + 623 + 58
Court 13 - 131 + 480
Kent County
Court 6 + 27 + 3
Court 16 + 185 - 94
Court 8 + 98 + 1
Sussex County
Court 1 + 1 0
Court 2 + 74 + 13
Court 17 + 68 - 7
Court 19 - 44 0
Court 5 + 30 + 18
State + 941 + 454
Source: <Chief Magistrate's O0ffice, Justice of the Peace Courts

TOTALS
- 8
+ 681
+ 349
+ 30
+ 91
+ 99
+ 1
+ 87
+ 61
- 44
+ 48
+1,395
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS
COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
CIVIL CASES
WORKLOAD
FILINGS DISPOSITIONS

1986 1987 Change % Change 1986 1987 Change % Change
New Castle County
Court 9 418 320 - 98 - 23.5% 401 328 - 73 - 18.2%
Court 12 7,594 6,981 - 613 - B8.1% 7,770 6,300 -~ 1,470 - 18.9%
Court 13 7,777 8,719 + 942 + 12.1% 7,841 8,370 + 529 + 6.8%
Kent County
Court 6 665 1,514 + B49 +127.7% 671 1,484 + 813 +121.2%
Court 16 3,610 4,081 + 471 + 13.1% 4,616 3,990 - 626 -~ 13.6%
Court 8 397 917 + 520 +131.0% 476 818 + 342 + 71.9%
Sussex County
Court 1 680 506 - 174 - 25.6% 683 505 - 178 - 26.1%
Court 2 514 624 + 110 + 21.4% 458 537 + 79 + 17.3%
Court 17 1,599 1,930 + 331 + 20.7% 1,589 1,869 + 280 + 17.6%
Court 19 1,368 1,560 + 192 + 14.0% 1,308 1,604 + 296 + 22.6%
Court 5 1,333 1,572 + 235 + 17.9% 1,419 1:524 + 105 + - 7.4%
State 25,955 28,724 +2,769 + 10.7% 27,232 27,329 + 97 + 0.4%

Source: Chief Magistrate's 0Office, Justice of the Peace Courts
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HNunber of JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS '
Cases
40,000 10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND 5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS |
CIVIL CASES
ACTUAL i PROJECTED
39,455
|
i
: 37,244
: i
; i
; 32,000 i :
00§
' i 33,265
NOTE: Trend lines computed by linear regrassion analysis. I 31,950
28,724 30,611 " 30,715
27,232 29,440
6,005 _ -0 — ~O | 28,165
27,356 | .
25 |
24,000} /955 |
/ '
21,168 21,283 |
20,028 o~ _ 20,244 |
19,382 = 20,806
- 20,270 19,907 |
-0 ' Fili Filings-Based on Past 5 Years
18,509 ngs O3 00 1 O———0 [(1983-1987) of Actual Filings.
'
15,844 I
16,000__) i
- Dispositions — Filings-Based on Past 10 Years
15,384 e O O | @8  (1978-1987) of Actual Filings.
12,925 I
’ Pending at End of Year A——— A i
9,841
8,943 9,280 8,803 !
8,322 I
8,000 —§ _ {
H ]
|
1
|
|
'
0 | | | | | | | 1 | | ! | | | | .
» ! | | | | L L
scal Year: 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1905 1916 1987 1988 1939 1990 1991 1992
Souyxce: Administrative Office of the Courts l




JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

FISCAL YEAR 1987

RANKINGS "IN ORDER OF TOTAL CASES FILED

Rank Court Total Number of Cases Filed* Percentage of Total
1 11 35,973 17.9%
2 7 30,694 15.3%
3 10 19,006 9.4%
4 15 16,626 8.3%
5 2 15,864 7.9%
6 4 15,002 7.4%
7 3 13,152 6.5%
8 13 8,719 4.3%
9 6 7,378 3.7%

10 9 7,245 3.6%
11 12 6,981 3.5%
12 18 5,653 2.8%
13 5 4,538 2.3%
14 16 4,081 2.0%
15 8 3,594 1.8%
16 1 3,255 1.6%
17 17 1,930 1.0%
18 19 1,560 0.8%
19 14%% 0 , 0.0%

State 201,251 100.0%

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge.

before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases.

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the lnfluence,
which are included in the totals for other courts.

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts

For example,

fugitive warrant,

PAGE
=167~

FY 1986 Rank

a defendant brought

and other cases
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Humber of
Cases

250,000

200,000

150,000

106,000 |

50,000

150,445 171,65%
149,569 151,255
NSRS, § 157,92%
0,11
149,315 1300119
110,779
107,390
NOTE: Trend Iines computed by linear regression analysis.
9,899 11,2089 10,769 11,837

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS

10-YEAR MORKLOAD TREND AND S5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS

TOTA. CASES

172,727

z

177,131

" 176,376

13,172

ACTUAL

192,982

198,302
192,444
174,646/

172,006

Fillngs O-——0

bispositions () - - ()

Pending at End of Year A/

14,119

10,632 1,170

Y ARt — A"

| PROJECTED

219,965

D/D/ 226,735
219,505

' 210,926

201,251 "/'D//

P
168

247,004

238,045 -

229,005
- 233,965
3 ’

212,275

205,045

Pilings-Based on Past 5 Years
(1963-1987) of Actual Filings.

Filingu-Based on Past 10 Years
(1978-1987) of Actual Flilings.

Flocal Year:

l

1978

1979 1980 1901 1902

1981

|

1904

- I I

— e . e o= e

1908

1989

1990 1991 1992
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ALDERMAN®S COURT

Legal Authorization

Alderman's Courts are authorized by the town charters of thelr respective towns.,

Geographlc Organtzatlon

Alerman's Courts have Jurisdliction only within their own town IlImits. There were {3 active Alderman's
or Mayor's Courts at the start of FY 1987; 5 In New Castle County and 8 in Sussex County. The Alderman's Court
in Middletown was closed In November, 1986, leaving 4 Courts In New Castle County at the end of FY 1987 along
with the 8 in Sussex County. When a town Is without a court or an alderman for any perlod of time, 1ts cases
are transferred to the nearest Justice of the Peace Court. In the case of Middletown, the cases were trans-
ferred to J. P. Court #9.

Legal Jurisdiction

The Jurisdiction of an Alderman's Court Is limited to minor misdemeanors, traffic offenses, parking
violations, and mlnor civil matters. The specliflc Jurisdictlon of each court varles wlth the town charter
(which Is approved by the State Leglislature). Appeals are taken de novo to Superlor Court within 15 days of
the trial.

Aldermen
The selection, number, tenure and qualifications of aldermen are determined by the towns themselves.
Some requlre lawyers while others choose ordinary citizens. A few aldermen serve full-t+Ime, while some are

part-time Judges. In New Castle, the mayor serves as Judge of thelr court.

Caseload Trend

Total statewide filings In +he(A|derman's Courts fell by 8.8% from 24,620 during FY 1986 to 22,452 in
FY 1987. There was a drop In total statewlde disposltions for the Alderman's Courts as well, decreasing by
7.6% to 22,009 in FY 1987 from 23,828 In FY 1986.

Information on total pending for Aiderman's Courts began for FY 1980 and has risen durling each flsceal
year. ‘In FY 1987 there was a 9.6% Increase from 4,598 total pending at the end of FY 1986 +o 5,041 total
pending at the end of FY {987.




ALDERMAN'S COURTS IN DELAWARE

KEY

41l-New Castle

140-Newark _—
@ Active court
gg-sridfeville
l 37-Rehoboth Beach

38~-Dewey  Beach

‘ ' 43-Ocean View
35-Laurel 3l=-Bethany Beach PI_I‘g
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4-Fenwick Island

33-Delmar




NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Elsmere
Hon. Edward F. Doyle, Jr., Mayor

Newark
Hon. Thomas B. Ferry, Chief Alderman
of Delaware
Hon. Michael B. Joseph, Deputy Alderman

New Castle
Hon. John F. Klingmeyer, Mayor

Newport
Hon. Annette Leech, Alderman

ALDERMAN'S COURTS

ALDERMEN

KENT COUNTY
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SUSSEX COUNTY

Bethany Beach
Hon. J. Joseph Tansey, Alderman

Hon. Harold Britton Barber, Assistant Alderman

Brideville
Hon. Constance H. Collins, Alderman
Hon. F. Eugene Crockett, Assisant Alderman

Delmsar
Hon. Linda H. Walmsley, Aldermen

Dewey Beach

Hon. James C. Pope, II, Alderman
Hon. Albert C. Gibson, Alderman

Fenwick Island
Hon. Richard A. Barton, Chief Deputy
Alderman of Delaware

Laurel
Hon. Edward Walmsley, Jr., Alderman
Hon. Linda H. Walmsley, Assistant Alderman

Ocean View
Hon. Marilyn F. Denny, Alderman

Rehoboth Beach
Hon. Michael J. DeFiore, ‘Alderman
Vacant, Assistant Alderman
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY

ELSMERE

Mayor's Court 49

11 Poplar Avenue

Elsmere, DE 19805
(998-2215)

Executive Secretary

Mary Kelleher

NEWARK

Alderman's Court 40

220 Elkton Road

P.0. Box 390

Newark, De 19715
(366-7028, 366-7029)

Clerk of the Court

Margaret B. Nelson

Clerk Typist

Betty Hales
Donna Mooyman (part-time)
Kathryn Conner (part-time)

ALDERMAN'S COURTS

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

KENT COUNTY

SUSSEX COUNTY

BETHANY BEACH

Alderman's Court 31

P.0. Box 109

Bethany Beach, DE 19930
(539-8011)

BRIDGEVILLE

Alderman's Court 32

101 N. Main Street

Bridgeville, DE 19933
(337-7371)

DELMAR

Alderman's Court 33

P.0. Box 398

Delmar, DE 19940
(846-2138)

DEWEY BEACH

Alderman's Court 36

Town Hall

105 Rodney Street

Dewey Beach, DE 19971
(227-6363)

FENWICK ISLAND

Alderman's Court 34

Town Hall

Fenwick Island, DE 19944
(539-3011)



NEW CASTLE COUNTY

NEW CASTLE

Mayor's Court 41

220 Delaware Street

New Castle, DE 19720
(322-9802)

Court Clerk
P. M. DiEmidio

NEWPORT

Alderman's Court 42

15 N. Augustine Street

P.0. Box 3053

Newport, DE 19804
(998-2707)

ALDERMAN'S COURTS

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED)

KENT COUNTY
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SUSSEX COUNTY

LAUREL

Alderman's Court 35

P.0. Box 210

Laurel, DE 19956
(875-2855)

Court Clerk

Linda H. Walmsley

OCEAN VIEW

Alderman's Court 43

Town Hall

Oakwood Avenue

P.0. Box 3

Ocean View, DE 19970
(539-9797)

REHOBOTH BEACH
Alderman's Court 37
P.0. Box C

Rehoboth Beach, DE . 19971

(227-7917)
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ALDERMAN'S COURT
FISCAL YEAR 1987
TOTAL CASES*
WORKLOAD SUMMARY
Pending Pending Change In % Change :
Court 6/30/86 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle County ‘
Elsmere** 122 407 522 7 - 115 - 94.3%
Middletown 115 179 294 0 - 115 -100.0%
Newark 2,689 7,732 6,592 3,829 +1,140 + 42.4%
New Castle 0 471 471 0 0 - i
Newport** 434 3,272 3,610 96 - 338 - 77.9%
Sussex County %
Bethany Beach 319 1,798 1,786 331 + 12 + 3.8% ;
Bridgeville 199 3,453 3,458 194 - 5 - 2.5% §
Delmar 106 288 310 84 - 22 - 20.8% z
Dewey Beach 424 1,309 1,428 305 - 119 - 28.1% :
Fenwick Island 0 1,510 1,510 0 0 -
Laurel 102 676 675 103 + 1 + 1.0%
Bcean View 0 200 200 0 0 - ;
Rehoboth Beach 88 1,157 1,153 92 + 4 + 4.6%
TOTALS 4,598 22,452 22,009 5,041 + 4453 + 9.6% -;

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant with 3 charges
disposed of is counted as 3 dispositions. ;
**The Elsmere Court and the Newport Court only collect fines for traffic cases and do not actually try the case. :

Source: Alderman's Courts
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; ALDERMAN'S COURTS
' FISCAL YEAR 1987
CRIMINAL CASES*
WORKLOAD SUMMARY
Pending Pending Change In % Change
Court 6/30/86 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle County
Elsmere 0 0 0 o 0 -
Middletown 2 12 14 0 - 2 ~-100.0%
Newark 950 1,745 1,626 1,069 +119 + 12.5%
: New Castle 0 1 1 0 0 -
! Newport 0 0 0 0 0 -
§ Sussex County
: Bethany Beach 21 82 71 32 + 11 + 54.2%
Bridgeville . 11 400 411 ] - 11 -100.0%
Delmar 23 34 36 21 - 2 - B.7%
Dewey Beach 179 583 637 125 - 54 - 30.2%
Fenwick Island o 265 265 0 0 -
Laurel 22 169 164 27 + 5 + 22.7%
Ocean View 0 0 0 0] 1] -
Rehoboth Beach 2 320 322 0 - 2 -100.0%
TOTALS 1,210 3,611 3,547 1,274 + 64 + 5.3%

*The unit of count for criminal cases is the charge. For example, a defendant with 3 charges disposed of
is counted as 3 dispositions.

Source: Alderman's Courts

w“
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ALDERMAN'S COURTS
FISCAL YEAR 1987
TRAFFIC CASES*
WORKLDAD SUMMARY
Pending Pending Change In % Change
Court 6/30/86 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending
New Castle County
Elsmere** 122 407 522 7 - 115 - 94.3%
Middletown 113 167 280 0 - 113 -109.0%
Newark 1,739 5,987 4,966 2,760 +1,021 + 58.7%
New Castle 0 470 470 0 0 -
Newport** 434 3,272 3,610 96 - 338 - 77.9%
Sussex County
Bethany Beach 298 1,716 1,715 299 + 1 + 0.3%
Bridgeville 188 3,053 3,047 194 + 6 + 3.2%
Delmar 83 254 274 63 - 20 - 24.1%
Dewey Beach 245 726 791 180 - 65 - 26.5%
Fenwick Island 0 1,245 1,245 0 0 -
Laurel 80 507 511 76 - 4 - 5.0%
Ocean View o 200 200 o ] -
Rehoboth Beach 86 837 831 92 + 6 + 9.3%
TOTALS 3,388 18,841 18,462 3,767 + 379 + 11.2%

*The unit of count in traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant with 3 charges disposed of is
counted as 3 defendants.
**The Eismere Court and the Newport Court only collect fines for traffic cases and do not actually try the case.

Source: Alderman's Courts




Court

New Castle County

Elsmere**
Middletown
Newark

New Castle
Newport**

Sussex County
B2thany Beach
Bridgeville
Delmar

Dewey Beach
Fenwick Island
Laurel

Ocean View
Rehoboth Beach

TOTALS

*The unit of count in criminal and traffic cases is the charge.

ALDERMAN'S COURTS

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987
TOTAL CASES
WORKLODAD

Number of Dispositions*

1986

2,557
1,013
6,875
1,027
2,794

1,542
2,682
439
804
1,158
963
157

1,817

23,828

522
294
6,592
471
3,610

1,786
3,458
310
1,428
1,510
675
200
1,153

22,009

disposed of is counted as 3 dispositions.
**The Elsmere Court and the Newport: Court collect fines for traffic cases and do not actually try the case.

Source: Alderman's Courts

For example,

Change

-2,035
- 719
- 283
- 556
+ B16

244
776
- 129
624
352
~ 288

+

+ o+

- 664

-1,819
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% Change

79.6%
71.0%

4.1%
54.1%
29.2%

15.8%
28.9%
29.4%
77.6%
30.4%
29.9%
27.4%

36.5%

a defendant with 3 charges

m
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ALDERMAN'S COURTS
FISCAL YEAR 1987
RANKINGS IN ORDER. OF TOTAL CASES FILED
Rank Total Number of Filings* Percentage of Total FY 1986 Rank
1 Newark 7,732 . 34.4% 1
2 Bridgeville 3,453 15.4% 2
3 Newport** 3,272 14.6% 3
4 Bethany Beach 1,798 8.0% 6
5 Fenwick Island 1,510 6.7% 8
[ Dewey Beach 1,309 5.8% 7
7 Reheboth Beach 1,157 5.2% 5
8 Laurel 676 3.0% 11
9 New Castle 471 2.1% 10
10 Elsmere** 407 1.8% 4
11 Delmar 288 1.3% 12
12 Ocean View 200 0.9% 13
13 Middletown 179 0.8% 9
TOTALS 22,452 100.0%

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example
disposed of is counted as 3 dispositions.
**The Elsmere Court and the Newport Court only cellect fines for traffic cases

Source: Alderman's Courts

?

a defendant with 3 charges

and do not actually try the case.




Number of ALDERMAN'S COURTS © ACTUAL PAOJFCTED
Cases
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Source: Administrative Office of the Courts
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VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION

Thé Violent Crimes Compensatlon Board 1la authorlzed by || Delavware Code, Chapter 90.

PURPOSE

I+ is +he purpose of the Violent Crimes Compensatlon Board to "promote the pubilc welfare by establishing a
means of meeting the additional hardships Imposed upon +the Innocent victims of certaln crimes and the family
and dependents of those victlims". Compensation Is avallable to meet +he added burden which sometlmes face

+he Innpocent crime victim up to a maximum of $20,000. The minlmum award Is $25, +though In dire hardshlp cases
the minlmum loss may be walved. The Board recelves a 15% penalty assessment which, by law, Is added onto every
state fine, penalty and forfelture. These monles are deposited Into the "Victim's Compensation Fund" for use
when needed. The fund !s also replenlshed through court ordered restitution. WIi+h +he passage of "The Victims
of Crime Act of 1984" (VOCA), Delaware's Violent Crimes Compensatlion Board recelves relmbursement for 35% of
+he amount pald out In claims from the state's victim compensatlion fund for the previous federal fiscal year.

GEOGRAPH{C ORGAN!ZATION

The Board Is responsible for handliling requests for compensation throughout the State of Delaware. Hearings
on these requests may be held anywhere In the State at the convenleinice of the victIm, with +he Administrative
Oifice of the Violent Crimes Compensation Board located In Willmington.

PERSONNEE

The Violent Crimes Compensation Board conslists of five members: a chalfwoman, a vice-chalrman and three addi-
tional Board members. Each member 15 appointed by the Governor and must be approved by the Senate before
serving on the Board. The term of each Board member Is three years as long as no more +than two members have
thelir terms explre at the end o{ any given year. The Board may appolnt an Executlive Secretary and other
employees as needed up to a maximum of five at any one fime. The Board currently empleys an Executlve
Secretary, an adminlstrative assistant, +wo claim Investigators and a secretary.

CASELOAD TREND

The revenue recelpts of over $948,750 received from penalty assessments and court-ordered restltutlon durling
FY 1987 were deposited In +he "Victim's Compensation Fund®. The budget éxpenditures of roughly $790,200 are
a comblination of approximately $209,300 in adminfstrative costs and $580,800 In award payments and revenue
refunds. The Board has pald out approximately $3,395,000 In award payments since FY 1976, In FY 1987, the
Board awarded $608,700 bu+t, due +o budget lImltations, pald out $580,400, The dlfference of $28,300 will be
patd out In FY 1988,



VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD
Sufte 10
1500 East Newport Plke
Wllmington, Delaware 193804
(995-8383)

BOARD MEMBERS

Leah W. Betts, Chalrwoman (D, 8/5/89)
Edward Stansky, Vice—-Chalrman (D, 6/30/90)
Saxton C. Lambertson (R, 5/30/88)

Stephen L. Manlista (R, 1/20/88)

Charles H., Tollver, IV (R, 6/30/88)

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

Executlve Secretary
Oakley M. Banning, Jr.

AdmInlstrative Assistant Clatm Investigators

Ann L. DelNegro Marcla A. Jenklins
Howard P, Wllson

Secretary

Barbara E. Welss
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FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARD

Lega! Authorizatton

The Foster Care Review Board Is authorlzed by 31 Delaware Code, Chapter 38.

Purpose

The Board serves as a volunteer—based monltoring system responstible for ldentifying and periodically
reviewling Delavare's chlldren placed In out-of-home foster care. Perlodic reviews of chtildren In out-of-home
placement are conducted to ensure that contlnulng efforts zre belng made to obtaln permanent homes for chlld-
ren, to provide stabillty In the llves of chlldren who must be removed from thelr homes, to make the needs
of a chlld for physlical, mental, and emotlonal growfh the determining factors In permanency planning, and
+o ensure that foster care remalns a temporary status.

The Board engages In caese advocacy on behalf of Individual foster chlidren, and class advocacy actions
on beha!f of the class of foster chlldren.

The Board must report annually to the Chlef Justice of the Supreme Court, the General Assembly, and the
Governor regarding the effectiveness of I+s activities. The Board must also make recommendations concerning

resources, policies, and statutes which affect the goal of permanency for children at that tlime.

Geographlc Organtizatlon

The Board is responslible for reviewing the placement of chlldren throughout the State of Delaware and
actual review sesslons are conducted In WlImington, Dover, Milford and Georgetown. The Adminlstrative Offlce
of the Board s located In Wilmington.

Personnel

78 cltlzen volunteers composed the Foster Care Review Board In FY 1987. Board members are appolnted
by t+he Governor and serve terms of not more than three years. Not more than a simple majorlty of the Board
members mav be members of elther major poli+ical party. The Governor deslgnates one member who serves at
his pleasure as Chalrman of the Board. The Board hires an Executive Director who may, In turn, employ
addlitional support personnel.

Performance
Leglislaflon slgned by Governor Michael N. Castle on June 23, 1986 has expanded the Board's program to

review 100 percent of chlidren In out-of-home foster care efiective by March 1, 1987, Durlng FY 1987, the
Board conducted 1,125 case reviews of children In foster care.
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The Board, or Its Executlive Commlttee, may petition Famliily Court for a judiclal hearing when the Board
belleves there has been no progress towards achleving permanency for a chlild during a six-month perlod or
when the placement agency disagrees wlth the Board's recommendation. The Board flled petitions for a Judlictal
hearing on behalf of 57 foster children during FY 1987.

As of June 1987, the Board's statewlde inventory of chlldren ldentifled 734 foster chlildren. The Board's
sample of children to be reviewed contalned 734 chlldren.




FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARD
7th Floor
Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Building
820 North French Street
Wilmington, Delaware 19801
(571-6000)

BOARD MEMBERS

Chairman
Shirley A. Cuprey (D)

Vice-Chairmen
Nancy McKenna (D, 9/7/89)
Linda Burris (R, 10/31/90)

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

Executive Director
Barbara A. Brown

Staff Assistant

Andra D. Berry

Robin Mayhew

Cathy K. Conner (part-time)
Deborah L. Simon (part-time)

Secretary
Chariotte J.

Lorraine Kunz

Harris
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COURT ON THE JUDICIARY

Article 1V, Sectlon 37 of the Constitutton of the State of Delaware created this Court, consisting of +the
Chlef Justlice and the Justices of fthe Supreme Cour+t, the Chancellor of the Court of Chancery, and the Presldent
Judge of Supertlor Court.

Any Judicltal offlicer appolnted by the Governor may be censured, removed, or retlired by the Court on +the
Judicliary for willful misconduct In office, willful and persistent fallure to perform dutlies, commisslon of
an offense Involving moral turpiture after appointment, other misconduct In violatlon of +he Canons of Judiclal
Ethlcs, or permanent mental or physical disabl!llity Interfering with the proper performance of his dutles.

No censure, removal, or retirement can be effectlive until the Judiclal offlcer has been served wl+th written
charges and has had the opportunity to be heard In accordance with due process of law.

The Court on the Judlclary has the power to:

(a) summon wltnesses to appear and testify under oath and to compel productlion of other evidence, and
(b) adopt rules establishing procedures for the investigation and trlal of a Judiclal offlcer.

JUDICIAL CONFERENCE

Legal Authorlzaiion

The Judiclal Conference is authorlzed by Supreme Court Rule 71.
Duties

The Judiclial Conference siudles the Jjudiclal busliness of the courts with a view towards Improving the
administration of Justlice In the State. The Conference alsc conslders Improvements In procedure, conslders
and recommends leglslatlon, consliders and implements the Canons of Judicial Ethlcs, holds symposta of Bench
and Bar, and revlews contlnuling Judicial educatlon programs.

Membershlp

The membership of the Conference Includes the Judges of the Supreme Court, Court of Chancery, Superilor
Court, Family Court, Court of Common Pleas, and the Munlcipal Court of Wilimington as well as the Chlef Magistrate
of the Justice of the Peace Courts. The Chief Justice Is preslding offlicer of the Conference. The Director
of the Administrative Offlce of the Courts serves as secretary for the Conference. Scheduled meetings of the
Conference are held on the flrst Wednesdays of December and June. Additional! meetings may be called by the
Chlef Justice or by the sentor Assocftate Justice If he Is absent.
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Legal Authorization

The Criminal Justice Council Is authorized by 11 Delaware Code, Chapter 87.

Dutles

The Councll Is charged with the contlinuous study of the adminlstration of Justice In the State, Including
the organization, procedure, practlce, rules, and methods of administratlion and operatlon of each and all the
courts of the State, whether of record or not of record. The Council collects and uses statlstical and other
Informatlon concernling the work of the cour+ts and other criminal Justlce agencles and makes recommendatlions
to the Governor, the General Assembly, the courts and/or the bar. The Councll allocates federal block grant
funds to varlous agencles for the Improvement of the state criminal Justlice system.

Membership

The 19 members of the Council are: +the Chlef Justlce, the President Judge of Superlor Court, the Chlef
Judge of Family Court, the Chlef Maglstrate, the Atftorney General, the Publlc Defender, the Commlssloner for
the Department of Correctlion, the Chief of the Bureau of Adult Correction, the Director of the Dlvislon of
Youth Rehabliitation, the Chalrman of the Board of Parole, the Superlintendent of the State Pollce, the Chlefs
of Pollce for New Castle Ccunty and Wlimington, the Chalrman of the Delaware Pollce Chlefs' Counct], the Super-
Intendent of Publlic Instruction, :nd four (4) at-large members selected by the Governor. The current members
are as follows:

Hon. Andrew D. Christlie, Chief Justlce, Supreme Court

Hon. Albert J. Stiftel, Preslident Judge, Superlor Court

Hon. Robert+ D. Thompson, Chlef Judge, Family Court

Hon. Norman A. Barron, Chlef Maglstrate, Justlice of the Peace Courts
Charles M. Oberly, 1ll, Attorney General

Lawrence M. Sullivan, Esq., Publlic Defender

Robert J. Watson, Commissloner, Depariment of Corrections
Henry Rlsley, Chlef, Bureau of Adult Correctlon

Danfel W. Cox,; Director, Divislon of Youth Rehabifitation
Oliver Casson, Chalrman, Board of Parole

Col. Clifford Graviet, Superlintendent, State Police

John McCarnan, Chief, New Castle County Pollce

Joseph Pennell, Chlef, Wlimington Pollce

Donald McGinty, Vice—-Chalrman, Delaware Pollice Chlefs' Councll
Dr. Wi'llam B. Keene, Superlintendent, Publlic lnstruction

Carl Schnee, Esq., (Chalrman), At-Large Member

James E. Llquorl, Esq., At-Large Member

Ann Burton, At-Large Member

Robert C. Forney, At-Large Member
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Legal Authorization

The Board of Managers, Delaware Justlice Information System, 1s authorized by || Delaware Code,
Chapter 86.

Dutles

The Board ts charged with the establlishing of policy for the development, implementation, and operatlon
of comprehensive data systems In support of the agencles and cour+ts of the criminal Justlice system of the
State. Sald data systems Include, but are not iimited to, criminal history record information with respect
to Indlviduals who are arrested, or agalnst whom formal criminal charges are preferred within this State,
or against whom proceedings related to the adjudicatlon of a Juvenlle as delinquent are Instituted.

Membership

The Board Is composed of fourteen members, nine of whom are voting members who represent the following
agencles and courts: +the Office of the Governor, the Division of State Police, tThe Delaware Police Chlefs
Councll, +the Office of +t+he Attorney General, the Offlce of the Publlc Defender, the Famlly Court, all other
Courts, the DIvision of Youth Rehabllitation Services, and the Department of Correction. The non-votlng
members represent the following entlties: +the Senate, the House of Representatives, the State Bureau of
ldenttflcation, the Offlice of Information Systems and the Crlminal Justlce Council. The current appointing
authorities are:

Voting:

Hon. Michael N. Castle, Governor

Hon. Andrew D. Christie, Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Hon. Charles M. Oberly, 111, Attorney General

Lawrence M. Sulllvan, Esquire, Public Defender

Robert J. Watson, Commissioner, Department of Correction

Daniel W. Cox, Dlrector, Divislion of Youth Rehabtilitation Services
Col. Clifford Graviet, Superlintendent, State Pollce

Col. John McCarnan, Chalrman, Delaware Pollce Chiefs Counclli

Non—-Yoting:

Hon. Rlchard Cordrey, Presldent Pro Tempore, Senate
Hon. Joseph Petrllill, Speaker, House of Representatives
Col. Clifford Graviet, Superintendent, State Pollce
John Nold, Director, Office of Information Systems
Thomas J. Qulnn, Dlrector, Criminal Justlice Council
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LEGISLATION

The followling seiect, court-related legislation was enacted during 1987 by the Delaware General Assembly.
SENATE

Senate BIll 46

Sponsors: . Senator Sharp; Representatives Hebner, Houghton, Buckworth, Davls and Plant.
Signed by the Governor 2/17/87.

This blll changes the Delaware Code relating to Jurtes, trial by jury, Jury selectlon and service.

Senate Bill 69

Sponsors: Senators Vaughn and Holloway; Representatlves Davis and B. Ennls.
Signed by the Governor 7/1/87.

This blll authorilzes the Department of Correctlion to admlinistratively handie technicai and minor violations
of conditlons of partial confinement, probation or suspension of sentence.

Senate Bill 71

Sponsors: Senators Vaughn and Holloway; Representatives Davis and B. Ennts.
Slgned by the Governor 7/10/87.

This bill authorlzes a flve~level contlinuum of punishment as recommended by the Sentencling Accountability
CommlIssion.

Senate Blii 93

Sponsors: Senators Sharp, Zimmerman, Vaughn, Berndt and Bane; Representstives Hebner, Spence and Houghton.
Signed by the Governor 7/9/87.

This blll amends the Delaware Code relatling to the General Corporation Law of the State.

Senate Blil 128

Sponsors: Senators Holloway and Balr; Representatlves Taylor and Van Sant.
Stgned by the governor 6/29/87.

This biti clarifltes the deflnltion of a controlled substance.



PAGE
=195=

Senate Bill 171

Sponsors: Senator Sharp and Representative Hebner.
Signed by the Governor 7/8/87.

This bill authorlzaes the Court of Chancery to appolnt an Interim guardlan under emergency clircumstances.

Senate BIl) 210

Sponsor: Senator Holloway. !
Slgned by the Governor 7/13/87.

This blil amends the Delaware Code to vest jJjurisdictlion over all appeals from Famlly Court orders In clvil
proceadlings directly to the Supreme Court.

Senate Bill 228

Sponsors: Senator Adams; Representatlves Barnes and Carey.
Signed by the Governor 7/8/87.

Thls bl1ll amends the State Judicial Pension Plan by permitting an alternative method for a State Judge
to become a member of said plan.

Senate BlIlIl 267

Sponsors: Senator Adams and Representative Barnes.
Slgned by the Governor 7/9/87.

This bll! amends the manner by whlch Judiclal penslons may be calculated so as not to penallze senlor
Judges who retire prior to 1990,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

House Bl 35

Sponsors: Representatlives Jonklert, Davis, Barnes, Bennett, Boykln, Brady, Buckwor+th, Bunting, Campanelll],
Carey, Caulk, Clark, Corrozl, B. Ennts, Fallon, Houghton, Jester, Maroney, Oberie, Outten, Petriill, Quillen,
Roy, Spence, Taylor, Van Sant, West and Wingate; Senators Connor, MlInner and Torbert.

Slgned by the Governor 5/18/87.

Thls blll provides for a house arrest program for non-violent offenders.



House Substltute No. 1 for House Bill 61
Sponsors: Representatives Maroney and Jester; Senators Holloway and Connor.
Stgned by the Governor 4/10/87.

This blll amends +he Delaware Code relating to child support obligations.

House BllIl 63
Sponsors: Representatives Davlis, Soles, Spence, Hebner and Buckworth; Senators Vaughn and Slatcher.
Signed by the Governor 7/16/87.

This bill establlishes speciflc procedures for the disbursement of restitution payments to the victims
of crimes.

House BI1ll 282

Sponsors: Representatlive Oberle and Senator Bane.
Stgned by the Governor 7/16/87.

This bill transfers responsiblltity and authorlty for Prothonotary Offlces from county governments to the
State of Delaware.

House B1Il 309
Sponsor: Representatlive Petrilli.
Signed by the Governor 6/17/87.

Thls blll amends the Delaware Code relating to Justlice of the Peace Court costs.
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