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STATE* 
Administ~ative Office of the Cou~ts 
Judicial Information Cente~ 
Supreme r.ourt 
Cou~t of Chance~y 
Public Guardian 
Superio~ Court 
New Castle County Prothon~tary 
Kent County Prothonota~y 
Sussex County Prothonotary 
Law Libraries 
Famil y Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
Justice of the Peace Courts 
Violent Crimes Compensation Board 
Foster Care Review Board 
STATE TOTALS 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
Register in Chance~y 
Registe~ of Wills 
Prothonotary 
Sheriff 
NEW CASTLE COUNTY TOTALS 

KENT COUNTY 
Register in Chancery 
Register of Wills 
Prothonotary 
Sheriff 
KENT COUNTY TOTALS 

SUMMARY OF JUDICIAL BUDGETS 
FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987-1988-1989 

F.Y. 1986 
Actual 

Disbui>sement 

$ 2,776,400 
542,600 

1,057,600 
934,900 
134,900 

4,164,200 

333,900 
7,060,500 
1,833,700 
5,385,300 

827,100 
132,900 

$25,184,000 

$ 404,809 
478,770 

1,284,831 
905,694 

$ 3,074,104 

$ 61,576 
41 ,608 

162,103 
116,966 

$ 382,253 

F.Y. 1987 
Actual 

Disbursement 

$ 3,278,300 
583,400 

1,147,800 
979,200 
158,700 

4,570,800 

274,700 
8,172,400 
1 ,97~,200 
5,78:;',300 

790,100 
176,900 

$27,895,800 

$ 407,235 
475,738 

1,358,904 
843,859 

$ 3,085,736 

$ 59,377 
46,827 

170,716 
125,984 

$ 402,904 

*Figu~es include State governed funds, federal funds, and other funds. 
N.A. = Not Available 

F.Y. 1983 
Appropriation 

$ 3,103,700 
791,900 

1,288,700 
1,030,600 

189,100 
4,942,900 
1,089,900 

204,400 
154,500 
334,400 

8,516,300 
2,025,800 
5,902,700 

805,200 
202,100 

$30,582,200 

$ 417,330 
507,314 
400,000 
958,821 

$ 2,283,465 

$ 63,904 
48,961 

195,487 
133,970 

$ 442,322 
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F.Y. 1989 
Request 

$ 3,996,500 
851,000 

1,306,000 
1,043,500 

223,900 
5,733,600 
1,754,000 

282,300 
214,800 
368,000 

9,901,000 
2,192,100 
6,420,400 
1,146,600 

212,000 
$35,645,700 

N.A. 
N.A. 

N.A. 
N. A. 

N.A. 
N.A. 

N.A. 
N. A. 



SUSSEX COUNTY 
Register in Chancery 
Register of Wills 
Prothonotary 
Sheriff 
SUSSEX COUNTY TOTALS 

MUNICIPALITIES 
Municipal Court* 
Alderman's Courts 
MUNICIPALITIES TOTALS 

GRAND TOTALS - JUDICIAL BRANCH** 

N.A. = Not Available 

SUMMARY OF JUDICIAL BUDGETS (CONTINUED) 
FISCAL YEARS 1906-1987-1988-1989 

F.Y. 1986 
Actual 

Disbursement 

$ 

$ 

$ 

50,618 
47,964 
90,349 
77,775 

266,706 

873,098 
N.A. 
N.A. 

$29,780,161 

F.Y. 1987 
Actual 

Disbursement 

$ 

$ 

$ 

52,697 
54,298 
98,652 

119,559 
325,206 

948,104 
N.A. 
N.A. 

$32,657,750 

*Figures include City of Wilmington funds and federal funds. 

F.Y. 1988 
Ae.E.E. 0 P ri a ti 0 n s 

$ 

$ 

$ 

54,754 
56,324 

111,212 
110,367 
332,657 

900,694 
N.A. 
N.A. 

$34,541,338 

'~*Alderman's Courts not included in any totals. Totals for FY 1989 include only State totals. 
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F.Y.1989 
Request 

N.A. 
N.A. 

N.A. 
N.A. 

N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 

$35,645,700 
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FISCAL YEAR 1987 

Revenue 
Fees and as a ~~ of 
Costs Fines Interest** Miscellaneoustf TOTALS DisbursementfJfI ---

SUBMITTED TO STATE GENERAL FUND 
Administrative Office of the Courts $ o $ 0 $ 0 $ 600 $ 600 0.0% 
Judicial Information Center 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
Supreme Court 36,000 0 0 0 36,000 3.1 % 
Court of Chancery 0 0 204,200 0 204,200 20.9% 
Publ ic Gua r dian 0 0 0 1 ,000 1 ,000 0.6% 
Superior Court 22,400 6,300 43,500 7,900 80,100 1 . arc 
Law Libraries 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 
Family Court 323,700 31,900 0 10,800 366,400 4.5% 
Court of Common Pleas 126,400 247,900 0 6,000 380,300 19.2~~ 

Justice of the Peace Courts 1,577,800 2,779,200 0 9,600 4,366,600 75.5% 
Foster Care Review Board 0 0 0 100 100 0.0% . ---
STATE GENERAL FUND TOTALS $2,086,300 $3,065,300 $247,700 $36,000 $5,435,300 19.5% 

RECEIVED BY VICTIMS COMPENSATION FUND 
Superior Court $ 34,477 $ 34,477 
Family Court 4,594 4,594 
Court of Common Pleas 58,954 58,954 
Municipal Court 82,140 82,140 
Justice of the Peace Courts 646,782 646,782 
Alderman's Courts 121,807 121,807 
Restitution 10,825 10,825 --- ---
VICTIMS COMPENSATION FUND TOTALS $ 959,579 $ 959,579 121.5%11 

SUBMITTED TO NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
Register in Chancery $ 263,813 $ 0 $197,398 $ 0 $ 461,211 113.3% 
Register of Wills 3,327,367 0 76,265 0 3,403,632 670.9% 
Prothonotary 605,675 0 25,972 0 631,647 46.5% 
Sheriff 269,415 0 0 0 269,415 31 .9% 
Justice of the Peace Courts 0 442 1952 0 0 442 2 952 7.7% 
NEW CASTLE COUNTY TOTALS $4,466,270 $ 442,952 $299,635 $ 0 $5,208,857 168.8%1' 

*Figures represent only revenue actually collected, not the total amount of fines and costs actually assessed. 
**Counties receive 50% of all Court of Chancery interest money and 25% of all Superior Court interest money. 

fJBond forfeitures, transcript charges, fees for licenses of deadly weapons, duplicate dog licenses, copying 
machine revenue, and escheated funds. 

fJfJFY 1987 Revenue divided by FY 1987 Actual Disbursement, which includes State general, federal, and other funds. 
llRevenue as % of disbursement for county offices. 
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COURT-GENERATED REVENUE (CONTINUED)* 

Revenue 
Fees and as a % 0 f 
Costs Fines Interest** Hiscellaneousff TOTALS DisbursementflH 

SUBMITTED TO KENT COUNTY 
Register in Chancery 
Register of Wills 
Prothonotary 
Sheri ff 
KENT COUNTY TOTALS 

SUBMITTED TO SUSSEX COUNTY 
Register in Chancery 
Register of Wills 
Prothonotary 
Sheriff 
SUSSEX COUNTY TOTALS 

SUBMITTED TO MUNICIPALITIES 
Municipal Court 
Justice of the Peace Courts 
Alderman's Courts 
MUNICIPALITIES TOTALS 

GRAND TOTALS - JUDICIAL BRANCH 

N.A. = Not Available 

---
$ 14,021 $ 0 

285,641 ° 60,529 0 
17.764 0 

$ 377,955 $ 0 

$ 21,248 $ 0 
355,156 0 
57,774 11,672 
54 2812 ° $ 488,990 $11,672 

$ 116,194 $ 645,677 
0 806,793 

150,507 700,825 
$ 266,701 $2,153,295 

$7,686,216 $6,632,798 

$ 2,486 $ 0 $ 16,507 27.8% 
0 0 285,641 610.0% 

7,071 ° 67,600 39.6% 
0 ° 17,764 14.1% 

$ 9,557 $ 0 $ 387,512 96.2% 

$ 2,103 $ 0 $ 23,351 44.3% 
0 0 355,156 654.1% 

4,986 9,595 84,027 86.2% 
0 0 54,812 45.8% 

$ 7,089 $9,595 $ 517,346 159.1% 

$ 0 $ 0 $ 761,871 80.4% 
0 0 806,793 13.9% 
0 0 $ 851,332 N.A. 

$ 0 $ 0 $2,419,996 N.A. 

$563,981 $45,595 $14,928,590 45.7%§ 

*Figures represent only revenue actually collected, not the total amount of fines and costs actually assessed. 
**Counties receive 50% of all Court of Chancery interest money and 25% of all Superior Court interest money. 

HBond forfeitures, transcript charges, fees for licenses of deadly weapons, duplicate dog licenses, copying 
machine revenue, and escheated funds. 

HHFY 1987 Revenue divided by FY 1987 Actual Disbursement, which includes State general, federal, and other funds. 
§This figure is approximate as some expenditure data is not available. 

NOTE: Total revenue generated by the Justice of the Peace Courts in FY 1987 was $5,616,345, which represents 97.1% 
of expenditures for that year.. 
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Court 

Supreme Court 
Court of Chancery 
SuperIor Court: 

NCC Prothonotary 
Kent County Prothonotary 
Sussex County Prothonotary 

Fam II y Court 
Court of Common Pleas 
MunIcIpal Court 
JustIce of the Peace Courts* 

TOTALS ** 

Nce 
N/A 

New Castle County 
Not AvaIlable 

RESTITUTION 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 

RestItutIon 
Assessed 

$ 0 
0 

818,000 
304,200 

N/A 
166,600 
156,200 

N/A 
450,100 

$1,895,100 

RestItutIon 
Co Ilected 

$ 0 
0 

N/A 
78,800 
77,600 

105,900 
94,600 
45,853 
77,400 

$480,153 

Rf.lstltutlon 
DIsbursed 

$ 0 
o 

233,000 
78,800 
77,600 

105,900 
97,300 

N/A 
77.400 

$670,000 

*Most restItution assessed In JustIce of the Peace Courts Is ordered to be paId directly to the vIctIm, 
thus explainIng the apparent dIsparIty between the amount assessed and the amount collected. 

**Tot8Is exclude all InformatIon whIch Is not avaIlable. 
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DELAWARE STATE GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS* 
(IN THOUSANDS) 

FISCAL YEAR 1988 
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STATE APPROPRIATIONS - TOTAL 
$995,922.2 

STATE APPROPRIATIONS - JUDICIARY 
$28,666.4 

PubliC 
Education 

$327,491.2 
32.9% 

Judicial Branch 
$28.666.4 

2.9'/. 

Executive 
Branch 

$522.457.4 
52.5% 

Legislative Branch 
$6,112.0 

0.6% 

*State general fund monies only. 
A.O.C. Administrative Office of the Courts 
J.I.C. = Judicial Information Center 

Source: 134th General Assembly, House Bill 350 

Foster Care 
Review Board 

$ 202.1 
. 0.7'f, ~ 

_--J .... --__ 

Peace Courts 
$5,902.7 

20.6% 

FamIly Court 
$7,490.7 

26.1% 

J.I.C. 

Superior Court 
$4,942.9 

17.2% 

Supreme Court 
$1,203.7 

4.2% 
t-Court of 

hancery 
$1,030.6 
,\ 3.6% 

Pub II c 
Guardian 

$189.1 
0.7% 

Law LI brar les 
$334.4 

Office of the 
Prothonotary 

$1,448.9 
5.1% 

1.2% 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

Legal Authorization 

The Administrative Office of the Courts was established by 10 Delaware Code, Chapter 1. 

Duties 

'PAGE 
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The Administrative Office of the Courts serves as the central point for coordination and communications 
concerning all court administrative activities in the judicial system. The o'ffice prepares budgets for the 
Court of Chancery, and the Foster Care Review Board, and assists in preparation of the budgets of the Supreme 
Court, Public Guardian and the Law Libraries. It administers the payment of all jurors and witnesses. The 
AOC is responsible for the payment of certain court rentals. It has primary responsibility for the 
acquisition, supervision, and administration of federal funds received to assist the court system. The 
Administrative Office of the Courts has responsibility for the development and maintenance of the computerized 
judicial information system and the Personnel System for the Non-Merit System Courts. Also, the AOC acts as 
the focal point between the court system and other government agencies on the local, state, and federal levels. 
The Administrative Office of the Courts collects statistics from the various courts and produces the Annual 
Report of the Delaware Judiciary. The AOC also performs other duties as prescribed by the Chief Justice. 

Personnel 

The Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts is appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Delaware. 

The Director may, with the approval of the Chief Justice, appoint such assistants and clerical personnel 
as are required. 
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Main Office 
11 th Floor 
Elbert N. Carvel 
820 North French 
Wilmington, DE 

(571-2480) 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

Delaware State Building 
Street 
19801 

Judicial Information Center 
Public Building 
1020 King Street 
Wilmington, DE 

(571-2344) 
19801 
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I PERSONNEL 
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Mgr. Personnel Services 
Charlotte T. Lister 

Personnel Officer 
Vacant 

Fiscal Services Manager 
E. Dawn Bowman 

Budget & Acct. Officer 
E. Lynn Deramo-Durr 

Accounting Clerks 
Robin C. Jenkins 
Vacant 

Word Processing Operator 
Maria Cook 

Director 
Vacant 

Joyce A. Zeller, Secrerary 

Deputy Director (Acting Director) 
Lowell L. Groundland 

Statistician 
Adam Golby 

Information Resources Manager 
James D. Bro wn 

Data Processing Manager 
James P. Boulanger 

Systems Software Spec. 
Donald L. Hudgins 
Allan Bruner 

App. Support Specialist 
Ernest J. Hoh 
Michael D. Gibson 
Robb y U. Khanal 

Computer Operators 
Patricia A. Hall 
Annette Lang 

Clerk Typist 
Vacant 
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Authorization 

The Supreme Court Is created by the ConstItution of Delaware, ArtIcle IV, Section I. The Supreme Court 
sIts In Dover but the Justices maIntaIn theIr chambers In the counties where they reslne. 

JurIsdIction 

The Court has fInal appellate JurisdictIon In crImInal cases In which the sentence exceeds certain 
minImums, In clvl i cases as to fInal JUdgements. and for certaIn other orders of Court of Chancery, Superior 
Court, and FamIly Court. Appeals are heard on the record. Under some circumstances the Supreme Court has 
JurIsdIctIon to Issue writs of prohibitIon. quo warranto, certiorari, and mandamus. 

JustIces 

The Supreme Court consists of a Chief Justice and four JustIces, who are appoInted by the Governor wIth 
the consent of the Senate. The Justices are appoInted for 12-year terms and must be learned In the law and 
cItIzens of the state. Three of the JustIces must be of one of the major polItIcal partIes while the other 
two Justl.ces must be of the other major polltlal party. 

AdmInistratIon 

The ChIef Justice Is responsIble for the admInistratIon of al I courts In the State and appoInts a DIrector 
of the AdmInistrative Office of the Courts to manage the non-JudIcIal aspects of court admInIstratIon. The 
Supreme Court Is staffed by a Court AdmInIstrator, a Clerk, law clerks, a Chief Deputy Clerk, secretaries 
and a clerk/baIlIff. 

Caseload Trends 

There were 401 fIlIngs durIng FY 1987, whIch Is 
rose slightly from 418 In FY 1986 to 423 In FY 1987. 
and the Increase In dIsposItIons from 237 at the end 

4.5% less than the 420 fIlings In FY 1986. DIsposItIons 
PendIng cases fell as a result of the decrease In fIlIngs 

of FY 1986 to 215 at the end of FY 1987, a 9.3% decrease. 

Elapsed tIme Information on the average time from fIlIng to dIsposItion was collected once again during 
FY 1987 as was data on the average tIme from submIssIon to dIsposItIon. The former measure deals wIth the 
tIme from the date on whIch the case Is filed In the Supreme Court to the date of disposItion while the latter 
Is limIted to the tIme from the date on which the case Is SUbmitted for JudIcial decisIon to the date of 
disposition. The average elapsed tIme from fIlIng to disposItIon rose by 3.3% to 192.4 days In FY 1987 from 
186.3 days In FY 1986. The average time from submissIon to dIspositIon Increased also to 52.3 days In FY 
1987 from 40.9 days In FY 1986. 

-~~ 
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The tIme taken from the date of fIlIng for a case In Supreme Court to the date on which It Is submitted 
for JudIcial decIsIon Is the cause for the substantIal dIfference In the elapsed time data from filing to 
dIsposItion as compared wIth submIssion to dispositIon. This reflects the fact that a case may take up to 
165 days from the date It Is fIled to the date It Is submitted for JudIcial decIsIon even where no time 
extensions are granted. These delays are caused by the time perIods al lowed by the rules for the preparatIon 
of transcrIpt of the proceedIngs In the trial and for the submissIon of brIefs in the Supreme Court. 



SUPREME COURT 

JUDICIARY 

Chief JustIce Andrew D. ChristIe (R, 9/30/97) 
Elaine M. Ryan, Secretary (571-3700) 

Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State BuIldIng, 11th Floor 
820 North French Street 
P.O. Box 1997 
Wllm'ngton~ DE 19899 

Justice Henry R. Horsey CR, 10/30/90) 
Audrey F. BacIno, Secretary (736-4214) 

Supreme Court BuildIng 
57 The Green 
P.O. Box 476 
Dover. DE 19903 

Justice Andrew G. T. Moore. I I (D, 5/13/94) 
Carolyn Miller, Secretary (571-37~O) 

Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State BuildIng, 11th Floor 
820 North French Street 
P.O. Box 1997 
W I I mIn 9 to n, DE 19899 

JustIce Joseph T. Walsh (D, 9/30/97) 
lInda Flohr, Secretary (571-2690) 

Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State BuIlding, 11th Floor 
820 North French Street 
P.O. Box t997 
WilmIngton, DE 19899 

Justice Randy J. Holland CR, 1212198) 
Mary CatherIne PrItchett (856-5363) 

Supreme Court Chambers 
Sussex County Courthouse 
The Circle 
P.O. Box 229 
Georgetown, DE 19947 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Supreme Court Chambers 
11th Floor 
Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Building 
820 North French Street 
P.O. Box 1997 
Wilm~ngton, DE 19899 

Court Administrator 
Stephen D. Taylor 

(571-3706) 

Administrative Secretary 
Cecelia E. Kelley 

(571-2429) 

Law Clerks 
Brian M. Colligan 

(571-3709) 
Alan J. Stone 

(571-3722) 
Robert M. Omrod 

(571-3799) 

Secretary 
Deborah l. Collins 

(571-2425) 

SUPREME COURT 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

KENT COUNTY 

Supreme Court Building 
55 The Green 
P.O. Box 476 
Dover, DE 19903 

Clerk of the Supreme Court 
Vacant 

(736-4155) 

Chief Deputy Clerk 
Cathy L. Howard 

(736-4155) 

Bail i ff /Clerk 
Debra Zatlokovicz 

(736-4155 ) 

Michael J. Maimone 
(736-4214) 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

PAGE 
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Supreme Court Chambers 
Sussex County Courthouse 
The Circle 
P.O. Box 229 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

R. Anthony Salgado 
(856-5363) 



Criminal Appeals 
Civil Appeals 
Certi fications 
Original Applications* 
TOTALS 

F lUNGS 

Criminal Appeals 
Ci v il Appeals 
Certifications 
Original Applications 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 
Bd. of Bar Exam. 
TOTALS 

DISPOSITIONS 

Criminal Appeals 
Civil Appeals 
Certi fications 
Original Applications 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 
Bd. of Bar Exam. 
TOTALS 

Pending 
6/30/86 

110 
119 

2 
6 

237 

SUPREME COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending 
Filings Dispositictns 6/30/87 

135 153 92 
230 236 113 

4 4 2 
32 30 8 

401 423 215 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
WORKLOAD 

1986 

155 
230 

3 
25 

4 
3 

420 

1986 

128 
246 

3 
26 
13 

2 
418 

1987 

135 
230 

4 
22 
10 

0 
401 

1987 

153 
236 

4 
23 

6 

423 

Change 

-20 
0 

... 1 

- 3 
+ 6 
- 3 
-19 

Chan~ 

+25 
-10 
+ 1 

- 3 
- 7 
- 1 
+ 5 

Change 
In Pending. 

-18 
- 6 

o 
+ 2 
-22 

PAGE 
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% Change 
In Pending 

- 16.4% 
5.0% 
0.0% 

+ 33.3% 
9.3% 

% Change 

- 12.9% 
0.0% 

+ 33.3% 
- 12.0% 
+150.0% 
-100.0% 

4.5% 

% Change 

+ 19.5% 
4.1% 

+ 33.3% 
- 11.5% 
- 53.8% 
- 50.0% 
+ 1. 2% 

*Board of Bar Examiners and Board on Professional Responsibility are included with the original applications in 
the liorkload Summary. Each is listed separately, however, in the Workload Comparison. 

Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board ~n Professional Responsibility 
Bd. of Bar Exam. = Board of Board Examiners 

Source: Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court 
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FILINGS 

Criminal Appeals 
Ci v il Appeals 
Certifications 
Original Applications 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 
TOTALS 

DISPOSITIONS 

Criminal Appeals 
Civil Appeals 
Certifications 
Original Applications 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 
Bd. of Bar Exam. 
TOTALS 

CHANGE IN PENDING CASES 

Criminal Appeals 
Civil Appeals 
CeI"tifications 
Original Applications 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 
Bd. of Bar Exam. 
TOTALS 

Court of 
Chancerl 

0 0.0% 
42 18.3% 

0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 

42 10.5% 

Court 0 f 
Chancerl 

0 0.0% 
32 13.6% 

0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 

32 7.6% 

Court of 
Chan~ 

0 
+10 

0 
0 
0 
0 

+10 

SUPREME COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

Superior 
Court 

135 100.0% 
150 65.2% 

0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 o.or. 

285 71.1r. 

Superior 
Court 

153 100.0% 
153 64.8% 

0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 

306 72.4r. 

SuperioI" 
Court 

-18 
- 3 

0 
0 
0 
0 

-21 

Famil y 
Court 
0 0.0% 

38 16.5% 
0 0.0% 
U 0.0% 
0 0.0% 

38 9.5% 

rami! y 
Court 
o 0.0% 

51 21.6% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 

51 12.1 % 

Family 
Court 

o 
-1.3 

o 
o 
o 
o 

-13 

Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility. 
Bd. of Bar Exam. = BO~I"d of Bar Examiners. 

Source: Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court 

Non-Court 
Originated 

o 0.0% 
o 0.0% 
4 100.0% 

22 100.0~~ 

10 100.0% 
36 9.0% 

Non-Court 
Originated 

0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
4 100.0% 

23 100.0% 
6 100.0% 
1 100.0% 

34 8.0% 

Non-CouI"t 
Originated 

o 
o 
o 

-1 
+4 
-1 
+2 

TOTALS 
135 100.0% 
230 100.0% 

4 100.0% 
22 100.0% 
10 100.0% 

401 100.0% 

TOTALS 
153 100.0% 
236 100.0% 

4 100.0% 
23 1UO.0% 

6 101LO% 
100 .. 0% ---

423 100.0% 

TOTALS 
-18 
- 6 

o 
- 1 
+ 4 

-22 
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Aff.Pt./ 
Affirmed Rev.pt. 

Criminal Appeals 111 72.6~o 2 1.3% 
Civil Appeals 110 46.6% 11. 4.n, 
TOTALS 221 56.8% 13 3.3% 

SUPREME COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
WORKlOAD 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 

APPEALS DISPOSITIONS 

Reversed 
and 

Reversed Remanded Remanded 

6 3.9% 7 4.6% o 0.0% 
7 3.0% 8 3.4% 1 0.4% --- --- ---

13 ).3% 15 3.9% 1 0.3% 

Voluntary 
Dismissal 

8 5.2% 
43 18.2% 
51 13.1~o 

MISCELLANEOUS DISPOSITIONS 

Leave to 
Appeal Voluntary Court 

Affirmed Denied Dismissal Dismiesal 

Certi fications 1 25.0% 3 75.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Original Applications 0 0.0% 3 13.1% 2 8.7% 18 78.3% 
Board of Bar Examiners 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 0 0.0% 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 5 83.3% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 16.7% 
TOTALS 6 17. 7% 6 17.7% 3 8.8% 19 55.9% 

METHODS OF DISPOSITIONS 

Assigned Per Curiam Written Voluntary 
Opinion -.!!Einion Order Dismissal 

Criminal Appeal s 25 16.3% 3 2.0% 117 76.5% 8 5.2% 
Civil Appeals 35 14.8% 6 2.6% 152 64.4% 43 18.2% 
Certifications 0 0.0r. 0 0.0% 4 100.0r. 0 0.0% 
Original Applications 4. 4~o 0 0.0% 20 87.0% 2 8.7% 
Board of Bar Examiners 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 100.0% 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 0 0.0% 0 0.0r. 6 100.0r. 0 0.0% 
TOTALS 61 14.4r. 9 2.1% 299 70.7% 54 12.8% 

AfF.Pt./Rev.Pt. = Affirmed in Part/Reversed in Part 
Bd. on ProF. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility. 

Source: Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court 

Court 
Dismissal 

19 12.4% 
35 14.8% -.- ---
54 13.9% 

TOTALS 

4 100.0% 
23 100.0% 

100.0% 
6 100.0% 

34 100.0% 

TOTALS 

153 100.0% 
236 100.0% 

4 100.0% 
23 100.0% 

100.0% 
6 100.0r. 

423 100.0% 

Leave to 
Appeal 
Denied 

0 0.0r. 
21 8.9r. 
21 5.4r. 
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TOTALS 

153 100.0% 
236 100.0% 
389 100.0% 
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·1 

450 

360 

270 

180 

H.-rof 
Cases 

SUPREME COURT 

10-YEAR WOIUtLOAD TIIEIID AIID 5-YEIIII WOIUtLOAD PROJECTIONS 
TOTAL CASES 

389 

363 367 
_ - 0 o 

361 

342 

o JJ3 337 

319 

240 
229 

NOTE, Trend Ilnoe computed by linear regreaolon analysis. 

90 

o 

Fincal Year: 1990 1981 1982 

Sourcer IIdmlniatrative Office of the Courto 

446 AC'/UAL 

o 
I 420 

423 
_ - 0 

401 

_ 0 
375 

336 

201 

Filings [J-------[] 

Dispositions 0 - - 0 

Pending at F~d of Year ~ 

190] 1984 1985 1986 1987 

PROJECTED 

0--0 

II III 

1988 

~A~~~'" - ,-¥, --

Filings-Baaed on "Bot 5 Yearo 
(198]-19871 of Actual rHlngs. 

Filings-Based on Past 10 Years 
11970-19871 of Actual rll1r.qs. 
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449 

1992 



Criminal Appeals 
Civil Appeals 
Certifications 
Original Applications 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 
Bd. of Bar Exam. 
TOT ALS* 

SUPREME COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 

Number of 
Dispositions 

153 
236 

4 
23 

6 

_1 
423 

Average Time from 
Filing to Disposition 

255.5 days 
170.3 
179.5 

27.1 
111. 5 
100.0 
192.4 days 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 

AVERAGE TIME FROM FILING TO DISPOSITION 

1986 

Criminal Appeals 234.7 days 
Ci v il Appeal s 177.3 
Cer ti fie at.ions 68.3 
Original Applications 25.0 
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 257.8 
Bd. of Bar Exam. 11.0 
TOTALS 186.3 days 

1987 

255.5 days 
170.3 
179.5 

27.1 
111. 5 
100.0 
192.4 days 

Change 

+ 20.8 days 
7.0 

+111 .2 
+ 2.1 
-146.3 
+ 89.0 
+ 6.1 days 

PAGE 
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Average Time from 
Submission to Disposition-

51.2 days 
55.8 

137. 3 
17.2 
34.7 

52.3 days 

% Change 

+ 8.9% 
3.9% 

+162.8% 
+ 8.4% 
- 56.7% 
+809.1% 
+ 3.3% 

*Average time from date submitted for judicial decision to actual date of disposition. 
Not all Supreme Court dispositions require a judicial decision. 

Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility_ 
Bd. of Bar Exam. = Board of Bar Examiners. 

Source: Court Administrator anc Clerk of the Supreme Court; Administrative Office of the Courts 

I 
I 
• ,II 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Type of Disposition 

Affirmed 
Affirmed Part/Reversed 
Reversed 
Reversed and Remanded 
Remanded 
Voluntary Dismissal 
Court Dismissal 
Leave to Appeal Denied 
TOTALS 

Method of Disposition 

Assigned Opinion 
Per Curium Opinion 
Written Order 
Voluntary Dismissal 
TOTALS 

in Part 

SUPREME COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
PERFORMANCE BREAKDOWNS 

ELAPSED TIME BY DISPOSITION TYPE 

Number of Average Time from 
Dispositions Filing to Disposition 

227 245.0 days 
13 390.2 
13 363.0 
15 327.4 

87.0 
54 98.0 
73 70.7 
27 19.6 

423 192.4 days 

ELAFSED TIME BY DISPOSITION METHOD 

Number of 
Dispositions 

61 
9 

299 
54 

423 

Average Time from 
Filing to Disposition 

398.0 days 
293.3 
164.4 

98.0 
192.4 days 

.Average time from date submitted for judicial decision to actual date of disposition. 
Not all Supreme Court dispositions require a judicial decision. 
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Average Time from 
Submission to Disposition* 

55.2 days 
118.1 
134.4 
102.3 

0.0 

21 .5 
14.8 
52.3 days 

Average Time from 
Submission to Disposition* 

140.5 days 
87.9 
33 .3 

52.3 days 

Source: Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court; Administrative Office of the Courts 
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COURT OF CHANCERY 

Legal Authorization 

The Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, Section 1. authorIzes the Court of Chancery. 

Geographic OrganIzation 

The Court of Chancery holds court In WilmIngton, Dover and Georgetown. 

Legal JurisdictIon 

PAGE 
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The Court of Chancery has JurisdictIon to hear and determIne al I matters and causes In equIty. The 
general equity JurIsdiction of the Court Is measured In terms of the general equIty JurisdictIon of the High 
Court of Chancery of Great BrItain as It existed prIor to the SeparatIon of the American Colonies. The General 
Assembly may confer upon the Court of Chancery addItIonal statutory JurisdIctIon. In today's practIce. the 
lItIgatIon In the Court of Chancery consIsts largely of corporate matters, trusts, estates and other 
fIducIary matters, dIsputes InvolvIng the purchase and sale of land, questions of title to real estate, and 
commercial and contractual matters In general. When Issues of fact to be trIed by a jury arIse, the Court 
of Chancery may order such facts to trial by Issues at the Bar of the Superior Court (10 Del. C. 5369). 

Judges 

The Court of Chancery consists of one Chancel for and three Vice-Chancellors. The Chancellor and Vlce­
Chancellors are appointed by the Governor with the consent of the majority of the Senate's elected members 
for 12-year terms. The Chancel lor and Vice-Chancel lor must be learned In the law and must be Delaware 
citIzens. 

Support Personnel 

The Chancel lor may appoInt court reporters, bailiffs, crIers or pages, and law clerks. The Register 
In Chancery Is the Clerk of the Court for al I actions except those wIthin the JurIsdIctIon of the RegIster 
of WII Is. A Register In Chancery Is elected for each county. The Chancellor or Vice-Chancel lor resident 
In i~e county Is to appoint one Chief Deputy Register In Chancery In each county. The Register In Chancery 
In New C~stle County appoints a Chief Deputy Register In Chancery as wei I. 
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Public Guardian 

The Chancel lor has the duty to appoint the Public Guardian. 

Caseload Trend 

PAGE 
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There were 706 clvl I cases filed durIng FY 1987, which was 3.1% more than the 685 filings In FY 1986. 
528 cases were disposed of In FY 1987, a decrease of 19.9% from the 659 cases terminated In FY 1986. The 
mild rise In filings along with the substantial fall In disposItions led to a 20.8% Increase In year end 
pending from 857 at the end of FY 1986 to 1,035 at the end of FY 1987. 

There were 619 mlsceJ laneous petitions filed In the Court during FY 1987 (miscellaneous petitions include 
applications for appointment of guardians, for approval of tort settlements for minors, etc.). This 
represents an Increase of 13.8% In statewide miscellaneous matters filed durIng FY 1987 from 544 fl lings 
during FY 1986. 

The number of estates opened (filed) decreased slightly from 2,080 In FY 1986 to 2,027 In FY 1987. 
There was a decrease In estates closed (disposed) as wei I, dropping from 1,809 In FY 1986 to 1,722 In FY 
1987. The pending at the end of the year rose for the fourth consecutive year, Increasing by 10.2% to 3,307 
at the end of FY 1987 from 3,002 at the end of FY 1986. 



COURT OF CHANCERY 

JUDICIARY 

Chancellor 
Hon. William T. Allen (R, 5/30/97) 

Vickig L. Lally, Secretary 
(571-2442) 

Vice-Chancellors 
Hon. Maurice A. Hartnett, III (0, 

Shirley D. Wood, Secretary 
Joyce D. Stockslager, Secretary 
(736-4397, 571-2440) 

Hon. Carolyn Berger (0, 3/27/96) 
Rosalie Barbera, Secretary 
(571-2443) 

Hon. Jack B. Jacobs (0, 9/30/97) 
R. Cathy Daniels, Secretary 
(571-2441) 
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NEW CASTLE' COUNTY 

Court of Chancery 
134 Public Building 
1020 North King Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 

(571-2440) 

Master in Chancery 
Richard C. Kiger, Esquire 

(571-2348) 
Court Reporters 
Henry D. Skogmo, Chief 

(571-2447) 
Lorraine B. Marino 

(571-2448) 
Jack B. White 

(571-2447) 

Notereader/Transcribers 
Sharon McClure 
Ann Nolan 

Law Clerks 
Nikos Stamos 
J. Caleb Boggs, III 
Mark Kea rney 
David Schaffer, Jr. 

(571-2444) 

COURT OF CHANCERY 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

KENT COUNTY 

Court of Chancery 
48 The Green 
Dover, Delaware 19901 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Court of Chancery 
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Sussex County Courthouse 
The Circle 
Georgetown, Delaware 19947 

Judicial Secretary/Receptionist 
Mary Lou Wilcoxson 

(856-5338) 



NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Register in Chancery 
Mezzanine Public Building 
1020 King Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 

(571-7540) 

Registers in Chancery 
John D. Kelly, III 

Chie f Deputies 
M. Rogel' Holmes 
Jane L. Koke 

Deputies 
Patricia G. Randolph 
Ken Lagowski 

COURT OF CHANCERY 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTrD) 

REGISTERS IN CHANCERY 

KENT COUNTY 

Register in Chancery 
Kent County Courthouse 
38 The Green 
Dover, Delaware 19901 

(736-2242; 736-2243) 

Loretta L. Wootten 

B. Gail Shaughnessy 

Delores Chadwick 

SUSSEX COUNTY 
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Register in Chancery 
Sussex County Courthouse 
The Circle 
Georgetown, Delaware 19947 

(855-7842) 

Harvey F. Donovan, Sr. 

Bonnie E. Gregory 

Shirley S. Sommers 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Register of Wills 
Mezzanine, Public Building 
1020 North King Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 

(571-7545) 

Registers of Wills 
Joseph f. flickinger, III 

Diane Button, Secretary 

Chief Deputies 
Grover D. Luttrell, Jr. 
Patricia Olesky 

Deputies 
Lillian Kleveland 
Adelaide Giacoma 

COURT Of CHANCERY 

REGISTERS Of WILLS 

KENT COUNTY 

Register of Wills 
Kent County Courthouse 
)8 The Green 
Dover, Delaware 19901 

(7J6-223J) 

Sandra W. Dean 

francine Gilbert 

Carol A. Dill 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Register of Wills 
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Sussex County Courthouse 
P.O. Box 111 
The Circle 
Georgetown, Delaware 19947 

(855-7876) 

Ronald B. Waller 

Isabelle P. Morris 

Marie A. Scott 



New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

FILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Pending 
6/30/86 

676 
70 

111 
857 

1986 

555 
45 
85 

685 

1986 

536 
35 
88 

659 

Filings 

598 
47 
61 

706 

COURT OF CHANCERY 

FI SCAl YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASF.:S 

IWRKlOAD SUMMARY 

Dispositions 

436 
46 
46 

528 

Pending 
6/30/87 

838 
71 

126 --
1,035 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD 

1987 Change 

598 + 43 
47 + 2 
61 - 24 

706 + 21 

1987 Change 

436 -100 
46 + 11 
46 - 42 

528 -131 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Registers in Chancery 

Change In 
Pending 

+162 
+ 1 
+ 15 
+178 
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% Change 
In Pending 

+24.0% 
+ 1.4% 
+13.5% 
+20.8% 

% Change 

+ 7.8% 
+ 4.5% 
-28.2% 
+ 3.1% 

% Change 

-18.7% 
+31.4% 
-47.7% 
-19.9% 
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1.2 

N_~ of 

Cases 

1,000 

000 

600 

400 

200 

o 

~ 

417 411 

400 38) 

COIJIIT Ot' ClIANCEIlY 

IO-YEAR IIOIIJ(LOAD TIIEHD AND !;-YEAR WOIlKLtJAIl I'Rf~It:t-rIOHS 

CIVil. CASts 

751 

- 0 - 415 

lB4 

544 

Or.l 

-0 
524 

NOTE. Trend 11n •• COIIputtod by U.aar r<lgreDDlon "nalyuis. 

Fiscal Yean 1'110 191'1 1900 1'181 1982 1'1111 1904 

SoureOJ A<halnlDtratlvCl DUica of tho Cou~tB 

IICTUAL 

1,0)5 

Inl 

"41 , 
, 
o 

520 

rlUng" 0-0 

Dispositions 0 - - 0 

rending at End of Year ~ ~ 

1'1115 I 'lor. 1907 

PROJECTED 

0----0 

• II! 

1988 

~~~~ 

Filing8-8".ed on Paat 5 Years 
(1901-1901, of Actual FlllngG. 

Fllinga-B".ed on PODt 10 Yaara 
11918-1981) of Actual Filings. 

1989 1990 19'11 1992 



New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

FILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Pending 
6/30/86 

3,160 
675 

1 ,236 
5,071 

Filings 

299 
140 
180 
619 

1986 

292 
50 

202 
544 

1986 

248 
28 

144 
420 

COURT OF CHANCERY 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending 
Dispositions 6/30/87 

262 3,197 
88 727 

134 1,282 
484 5,206 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

1987 Change 

299 + 7 
140 +90 
180 -22 
619 +75 

1987 Change 

262 +14 
88 +60 

134 -10 
484 +64 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Registers in Chancery 

Change In 
Pending 

+ 37 
+ 52 
+ 46 
+135 

% Change 
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In Pending 

+1.2% 
+7.7% 
+3.7% 
+2.7% 

% Change 

+ 2.4% 
+180.0% 
- 10.9% 
+ 13.8% 

% Change 

+ 5.7% 
+214.3% 

7.0% 
+ 15.2% 
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fILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Guardians 
for Minors 

117 39.1% 
19 13.6% 

-12 9.4% 
153 24.7% 

Guardians 
for Minors 

62 23.7% 
22 25.0% 
18 13.4% -----

102 21.1% 

PENDING AT END Of YEAR 
Guardians 
for Minors 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

484 15.1 % 
273 37.6% 
304 23.7% ----

1,06120.4% 

CHANGE IN PENDING 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Guardians 
for Minors 

+ 55 
3 

+ 51 

Guardians 
for Infirm 

79 26.4% 
32 22.9% 

-.iQ. 22.2% 
151 24.4% 

Guardians 
for In firm 

64 24.4% 
14 15.9% 
41 30.6% ----

119 24.6% 

Guardians 
for Infirm 

891 27.9% 
238 32.7% 
105 8.2% ------

1,234 23.7% 

Guardians 
for Infirm 

+ 15 
+ 18 

1 
+ 32 

COURT Of CHANCERY 

fISCAL YEAR 1987 
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

Trustees for 
Mentally III 

2 0.7% 
o 0.0% 
o 0.0% ---
2 0.3% 

Trustees for 
Mentally III 

o 0.0% 
o 0.0% 
o 0.0% 
o 0.0% 

Trustees for 
Mentally III 

160 5.0% 
15 2.1% 
16 1.3% -----

191 3.7% 

Trustees for 
Mentally III 

+ 2 
o 
o 

+ 2 

Trusts 

70 23.4% 
82 58.6% 
71 39.4% ----

223 36.0% 

Trusts 

126 48.1% 
46 52.3% 
26 19.4% ---

198 40.9% 

Tl'usts 

1,24338.9% 
176 24.2% 
841 65.6% -----

2,260 43.4% 

Trusts 

- 56 
+ 36 
+ 45 
+ 25 

II Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Registers in Chancery 

II 

Other 
Matters 

31 10.4% 
7 5.0% 

52 28.9% ---
90 14.5% 

Other 
Matters 

10 3.8% 
6 6.8% 

49 36.6% ---
65 13.4% 

Other 
Matters 

419 13.1% 
25 3.4% 
16 1.3% ---

460 8.8% 

Other 
Matters 

+ 21 
+ 1 
+ 3 

+ 25 
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TOTALS 

299 100.0% 
140 100.0% 
180 100.0% 
619 100.0% 

TOTALS 

262 100.0% 
88 100.0% 

134 100.0% 
484 100.0% 

TOTALS 

3,197 100.0% 
727 100.0% 

1,282 100.0% 
5,206 100.0% 

TOTALS 

+ 37 
+ 52 
+ 46 
+135 
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Nwnber Dr 
Cases 

700 

600 
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400 

300 
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Fiscal Year: 

0 
426 

NOTES. 1) 
2) 

1978 

COURT OF CHANCERY 

10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AND 5-YEAR WORKLOAD PROJECTIONS 
MISCELI.ANEOUS MATTERS 

554 
558 

539 

.... 0_ .... 0 

474 .... 483 
488 

...- 0 0 
457 , 

0 
427 

452 , , 
0 

391 

Fending at End of Year not included. 
Trend lines computed by linear regression anaylsis. 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 19134 

source: Administrative Office of tlte Courts 

/' 

ACTUAL 

544 

530 

o 
/484 

/ 

428 
o - 0 

420 

/ 

Filings 0---0 

Dispositions 0 - - 0 

1985 1986 1987 

PROJECTED 

619 
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631 

568 569 571 573 

0-0 

II II 

1988 

Filings-8aaed on Fast 5 Years 
(1983-1987) of Actual Filings. 

Filings-Bassd on Past 10 Years 
(1978-1987) of Actual Filings. 

1989 1990 1991 

I 
I 
I 

642 

I .. 
5741 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1992 

I 
I 
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New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

OPENED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

CLOSED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

, -

Pending 
6/30/86 

1 ,2'+ 1 
1 ,125 

636 
3,002 

fr.! 

Opened 

1,246 
305 
476 ---

2,027 

COURT Of CHANCERY 

fISCAL YEAR 1987 
ESTATES 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Closed 

1,175 
133 
414 

1,722 

Pending 
6/30/87 

1 ,312 
1,297 

698 
3,307 

COMPARISON - fISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
ESTATES 

WORKLOAD 

1986 1987 --- Change 

1,300 1,246 - 54 
327 305 - 22 
453 476 + 23 

2,080 2,027 - 53 

1986 1987 Change --- ---
1,142 1,175 + 33 

222 133 - 89 
445 414 - 31 

1,809 1,722 - 87 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Registers of Wills 

Change In 
Pending 

+ 71 
+172 
+ 62 
+305 

% Change 

- 4.2% 
- 6.7% 
-I- 5.1 % 

- 2.6% 

% Change 

+ 2.9% 
-40.1% 
- 7.0% 
- 4.8% 
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% Change 
In Pending 

+ 5.7% 
+15.3% 
+ 9.8% 
+10.2% 



Number of 
Cases 

3,500 

3,000 

2,500 

2,000 

1,500 

1,000 

SOD 

o 

2,527 

2,419 

1,744 1,766 

0- -0 
1,657 

1,598 

COURT OF CIIANCERY 
10-YEAR tlORKLOAO TREND AND 5-YEAR WORXLOAO PROJECTIONS 

2,432 

1,8S2 

0-

1,757 

2,497 

1,874 

ESTATES 

1,999 

".0, 

1,699 

tIDTE: Trend line computed by linear r<'9resoion anblyAls. 

Fiscal Year: 1978 1979 19"0 19B1 19B2 19B3 1984 

Source: IIdmlnistrative Office of the Courts 

2,731 

-0 
1,601 

0_ .,. 
I,B09 

JlCTUAI, 

3,307 

-0 
1,722 

Fi lings 0---0 

Dlspositlonn 0 - - 0 

rending at End of Year ~ 

1985 1986 1987 

PROJECTED 

2,037 

0--0 

II III 

~~~~ 

Fi1in9S-B~sed on Past 5 Years 
(19B3-1987) of Actual Filings. 

Filings-Babed on Pant 10 Years 
(1978-1987) o[ Actual Filings. 

2,530 
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PUBLIC GUARDIAN 

Legal Authorization 
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The authority for the Office of the Public Guardian Is derived from Title 12, §3991, of the Delaware 
Code, which states that: 

"There Is estabi Ished the Office of the Public Guardian. The Chancel lor shal I appoint the Public 
GuardIan, who shal I serve at his pleasure.~ 

Geographic OrganizatIon 

The Office of the Public Guardian has responsibi I ity for the entire State and presents Its petitions 
for guardlanshlps In the Court of Chancery in al I three countIes. 

Legal Jurisdiction 

I • 

2. 

3. 

The powers and duties of the Publ ic Guardian are stated in Title 12, §3992, of the Delaware Code; 

"The Publ ic Guardian, when appointed as guardian by Court order, shal I: 

Serve as a guardian for the property of aged, mentally infirm of physically Incapacitated persons, 
pursuant to §3914 of this Title; 

Serve as a guardian for the person of aged, mentally or physically Incapacitated persons where such 
persons are In danger of substantially endangering their health, or of becoming subject to abuse by 
other persons, or of becoming the victim of designing persons; or 

Serve as both guardian of the person and of property of such person." 

The legislatIon creating the Office of the Public Guardian creates a guardianship capability for a person 
needing a guardian but who does not have a relative, friend, or other person Interested In and capable of 
serving as a guardian, whose estate Is Insufficient to purchase the services of a private guardian, or who 
would best be served by a neutral guardian. This has resulted In the Office of the public Guardian serving 
as consultant to agencies, attorneys, or faml lies about guardianship matters. 

Personnel 

The Public Guardian is aided by a staff assistant, one ful I-time and two part-time caseworkers, and 
an accounting clerk. 
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Caseload 
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There was a total of 120 referrals received by the Office of the publ ic Guardian during FY 1987 compared 
with 107 referrals in FY 1986. 16 of the referrals In FY 1987 were determined to need the servlces of the 
Public Guardian as a guardian and petitions were presented In the appropriate counties In these cases. The 
Public Guardian was responsible for 53 wards as of June 30, 1986, which increased to 56 wards as of JUhe 30, 
1987. 

The remaining 104 referrals during FY 1987 were determined not to need guardianship to resolve their 
problems and were served by utilizing the resources of other state and private agencies to aid the cl lent, 
Involving the family of the cl lent, helping the cl lent take some voluntary action on his own behalf, or 
offering counseling to help the cl lent solve his own problems. This is an Increase of 14.3% from FY 1986 
when there were 91 such referrals. 



New Castle County 
11th Floor 
Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Bldg. 
820 North French Street 
Wilmington. DE 19801 

(571-2990) 

PublIc Guardian 
Barbara F. BlevIns 

Staff Assistant 
Barbara A. Wlaker 

Caseworker 
PatrIcia E. Gesrer 

Accounting Clerk 
MarIlyn Bergeron-Huard 

PUBLI C GUARD I AN 

Kent County 
James wrl Irams State Service Center 
805 River Road 
Dover, DE 19901 

(736-4072) 

Elections Building 
101 Court Street 
Dover, DE 19901 

(736-5651) 

PERSONNEL 

Caseworker 
Hugh Waters 
(Wit Ilams State Service Center) 

Public GuardIan 
Barbara F. Blevrns 
(Electrons Building) 

Surrogate Parent Coordinator 
Vacant 
(Elections BuildIng) 

Sussex County 
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Laurel State ServIce Center 
111 MechanIc Street 
Laurel. DE 19956 

(856-5223) 

Caseworker 
Karen E. Bounds 
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Pending New 
6/30/86 Referrals 

Guardianships 53 16 
Investigations 7 104 
TOTALS 60 120 

PUBLIC GUARDIAN 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Cases 
Closed 

13 
99 

112 

Pending 
6/30/87 

56 
12 
68 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 

New Referrals 

Guardianships 
Investigations 
TOTALS 

Cases Closed 

Guardianships 
Investigations 
TOTALS 

1986 

16 
91 

107 

1986 

9 
90 
99 

Source: Office of the Public Guardian 

WORKLOAD 

1987 

16 
104 
120 

1987 

13 
99 

112 

Change 

o 
+13 
+13 

Change 

+ 4 
+ 9 

+13 

Change In 
Pending 

+ 3 
+ 5 
+ 8 

% Change 

0.0% 
+ 14.3% 
+ 12.2% 

% Change 

+ 44.4% 
+ 10.0% 
+ 13.1% 
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% Change 
In Pendin::j 

+ 5.7% 
+ 71.4% 
+ 13.3% 
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SUPERIOR COURT 

Legal AuthorIzatIon 

The ConstItutIon of Delaware, ArtIcle IV, SectIon I, created the SuperIor Court. 

GeographIc OrganizatIon 

SessIons of SuperIor Court are held In each of the three countIes at the county seat. 

Legal JurisdictIon 
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Superior Court has statewIde orIgInal JurIsdiction over crImInal and cIvIl cases, except equIty cases, 
over whIch the Court of Chancery has exclusive JurisdIctIon. The Court's authorIty to award damages Is not 
subject to a monetary maxImum. The Court hears cases of personal Injury, lIbel and slander, and contract claIms. 
The Court also tries cases Involving medIcal malpractice, legal malpractIce, property cases involvIng mortgage 
foreclosures, mechanIcs liens, condemnations, and appeals related to landlord-tenant disputes and appeals from 
the AutomobIle ArbItratIon Board. The Court has exclusIve JurIsdIctIon over felonIes and drug offenses (except 
most felonies and drug offenses InvolvIng mInors and except possession of marijuana cases). 

SuperIor Court has JurIsdiction over Involuntary commItments of the mentally III to the Delaware State 
HospItal. The Court serves as an IntermedIate appel late court, hearIng appeals on the record from the Court 
of Common Pleas, FamIly Court (adult crImInal), and more than 50 admInIstratIve agencies IncludIng the Industrial 
AccIdent Board, Unemployment Insurance Appeal Board, Alcohol Beverage Control CommIssIon. Tax Appeal Board, 
ZonIng and Adjustment Boards, and other quasI-JudIcIal bodIes. Appeals from Alderman's Courts, Justice of the 
Peace Courts, and Municipal Court are heard on trIals de novo (second trials) In SuperIor Court. Appeals from 
SuperIor Court are argued on the record before the Supr;me Court. Senate BII I 210, which became effectIve upon 
beIng sIgned by the Governor on July 13, 1987, changed the route for cIvIl and JuvenIle dellnqulncy appeals 
from FamIly Court to the Supreme Court rather than the past appellate procedure to the SuperIor Court. 

Judges 

Number: There are thirteen judges appoInted to the SuperIor Court bench. One judge Is appoInted PresIdent 
Judge wIth admInIstratIve responsibIlIty for the Court, and three are appoInted as ResIdent Judges and must 
resIde In the county In which they are appoInted. No more than a bare majority of the judges may be of one 
polItical party; the rest must be of the other major polItical party. 

Appointment: The Governor appoints Superior Court Judges with the consent of the Senate. 

Tenure: The judges are appointed for 12-year terms. 

QualificatIons: The judges must be learned In the law. 
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Support Personnel 
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SuperIor Court may appoInt court reporters, law clerks, baIliffs, presentence offIcers, a secretary for 
each Judge, and other personnel. 

An elected Prothonotary for each county serves as Clerk of the SuperIor Court for that county. The 
Prothonotary Is the record keeper for the SuperIor Court and Is dIrectly Involved wIth the daily operatIons 
of the Court. The offIce handles the Jury lIst, property lIens, regIstratIon of law students and attorneys, 
and Is the custodian of costs and fees for the courts and for the Attorney General. It Issues permits to carry 
deadly weapons, receives ball. deals with the release of Incarcerated prIsoners, Issues certIfIcates of notary 
public where applIcable, Issues certIfIcates of election to elected offIcials, Issues commItments to the State 
HospItal and collects and distrIbutes restitutIon monies as ordered by the ~ourt In addition to numerous other 
duties. It Is also charged with the securIty, care and custody of Courts' exhIbIts. The Prothonotary Offices 
became State-funded departments within Superior Court on October 1. 1987. 

Elected sheriffs, one per county, also serve SuperIor Court. 

Caseload Trend 

There was a 3.8% drop In criminal filings to a total of 4,464 criminal fIlings In FY 1987 from 4,642 fIlings 
In FY 1986. Criminal disposItions Increased by 13.4% from 4,172 In FY 1986 to 4,731 In FY 1987. The Increase 
in dIsposItions whl Ie filIngs decreased led to a 12.0% decrease In criminal pending from 2,234 at the end of 
FY 1986 to 1,967 criminal pending at the end of FY 1987. The rate of compliance wIth the 120 Day Speedy Trial 
DIrective fel I to 50.2% statewIde during FY 1987 from 56.2% In FY 1986. This was due In large part to the 43.6% 
rate of complIance In New Castle County durIng FY 1987. 

CIvil filIngs Increased In each county for the second consecutive year with clvl I filIngs statewIde rising 
by 12.2% to 4.565 In FY 1987 from 4,067 In FY 1986. Clvl I dIsposItions Increased by 3.3% from 3,470 In FY 1986 
to 3,584 In FY 1987. CivIl pending rose In al I counties with a statewide rIse of 18.9% from an amended total 
of 5,189 at the end of FY 1986 to 6,170 at the end of FY 1987. 

During FY 1987 there was an Increase of 3.7% In total fIlings to a total of 9,029 fIlIngs In FY 1987 from 
8,709 In FY 1986. Total dIsposItions rose by 8.8% to a total of 8,315 durIng FY 1987 from 7,642 In FY 1986. 
Since more cases were filed than were disposed of, the total number of cases pendIng Increased by 9.6% from 
an amended total of 7.423 pendIng at the end of FY 1986 to 8,137 total pendIng at the end of FY 1987. 

.,~ 



NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

President Judge 
Han. Albert J. Stiftel (D, 8/8/90) 

Ann Lafferty, Secretary 
(571 -2355) 

Resident Judge 
Han. Joshua W. Martin, III (R~ 6/9/95) 

Ann Wallace, Secretary 
(571-2544) 

Associate Judges 
Han. Vincent A. Bifferato (0, 8/5/92) 

Doris Myers, Secretary 
(571-2361) 

Han. Vincent J. Poppiti (0, 6/10/95) 
Mary Jane DeMatteis, Secretary 
(571-2358) 

Han. Clarence W. Taylor (R, 7/1/96) 
Barbara Rogers, Secretary 
(571-2374) 

Han. Richard S. Gebelein (R, 9/14/96) 
Patrice Wheeler, Secretary 
(571-2369) 

Han. Bernard Balick (D, 9/30/97) 
Ivane Marvel, Secretary 
( 571-2367) 

Han. John E. Babiarz, Jr. (D, 9/30/97) 
Carol EdWards, Secretary 
(571-2354) 

Vacant 

SUPERIOR COURT 

JUDICIARY 

KENT COUNTY 

Resident Judge 
Hon. William G. Bush, III (D, 9/13/96) 

Eileen Masino, Secretary 
(736-5333 ) 

Associate Judge 
Hon. Henry duPont Ridgely (R, 9/14/96) 

Deborah Martin, Secretary 
(736-5331) 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Resident Judge 
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Hon. William B. Chandler, III CR, 6/30/98) 
Mary Ellen Greenley, Secretary 
( 856-5257) 

Associate Judge 
Hon. William S. Lee (R, 6/30/98) 

Karen J. Taylor, Secretary 
(856-5256) 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Superior Court 
Publ ic Build ing 
1020 North King 
\'/ilmington, DE 

Street 
19801 

Administrator 
Thomas J. Ralston 

S. Maureen Golden, Secretary 
(571-2380) 

Jury Manager 
Doris E. Harris 

(571-2380) 
Administrative Officer 
Michael E. Indellini 

(571-2376) 
Arbitration Coordinator 
Felicia C. Jones 

(571-2343) 
Case Scheduling Office 
Arthur W. Birch, Director 

(571-2409) 
Asbestos Litigation Master 
Marc P. Niedzielski 
Law Clerks 
Lydia F. Anderson 
Lee Applebaum 
Karen M. Cunningham 
Elizabeth Daniello 
Carol J. Dulin 
Marsha J. Epstein 
Carolyn T. Greene 
Michael R. Ippoliti 
Stephen L. Nowak 
Jury Commissioners 
Alma C. Allen 
Robert S. Chapin 

SUPERIOR COURT 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

KENT COUNTY 

Superior Court 
Kent County Courthouse 
38 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901 

Joyce C. DuBour 
(736-5353 ) 

Paul E. Bilodeau 
Carole E. L. Davis 

Wallace F. McFaul, Jr. 
John F. McDonald 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Superior Court 
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Sussex County Courthouse 
The Circle 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

Lisa D. Isaac s 
(856-5525) 

Kim Ayvazian 
Jill L. Petersen 

Ralton H. Dennis 
Milan F. West 



NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Presentence Officers 
William G. Echols, Chief 
Cille Andersen 

(571-2420) 

Court Reporters 
Morris D. Pearson, Chief 

(571-2390) 

Bail i ffs 
John K. Truitt, Chief 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Prothonotary 
Public Building 
1020 North King Street 
Wilmington, DE 19801 

(571-6470) 

Prothonotaries 
Deborah H. Capano 

Chief Deputies 
Elizabeth O. Richeson 
Sandra Autman 

Deputies 
Sharon Agnew 
Barbara Hrinak 
Edgar Johnson 
Wilma McDowell 

SUPERIOR COURT 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED) 

KENT COUNTY 

Jesse L. Williams, Chief 
(736-5275) 

Debra S. Holt 
(736-5311) 

William R. Staats, Chief 

PROTHONOTARIES 

KENT COUNTY 

Prothonotary 
Kent County Courthouse 
38 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901 

(736-5328) 

Emily G. Morris 

Mary Jane Smith 

Phyllis Lints 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Jana E. Mollahan, Chief 
(856-5549) 

Eileen G. Kimmel 
(856-5596) 
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Sydney J. Hitchens, Chief 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Prothonotary 
Sussex County Courthouse 
The Circle 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

(856-5740) 

Lynn W. Moore 

Carol B. Thomas 
Faith Wilson 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

SherIff 
Public BuildIng 
1020 Nor~h KIng S~ree~ 
Wllmlng~on, DE 19801 

(571-7564, 571-7565) 

Sheriffs 
Michael P. Walsh 

ChIef DeputIes 
Lore~ta Forsy~he-Walsh 

SherIff's OffIce Admlnls~ra~or 
Pa~rJcla C. Rappa 

ChIef Deputy Sheriff 
William I. Hough~on 

SUPERIOR COURT 

SHERIFFS 

KENT COUNTY 

Sheriff 
Ken~ Coun~y Cour~house 

38 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901 

(736-2160 ) 

Carl M. Wrlgh~ 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Sher I ff 

PAGE 
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Sussex Coun~y Cour~house 
The CIrcle 
George~own, DE 19947 

(855-7830) 

WI II lam L. Jones 

Kenne~h C. Whaley 



New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

FILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

f\ISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Number of Defendants 
Pending 
6/30/86 Filings 

1 ,712 3,232 
344 616 
178 616 

2,234 4,464 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending 
Dispositions 6/30/87 

3,551 1,393 
563 397 
617 177 

4,731 1,967 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
WORKLOAD 

Number of Defendants 
1986 1987 

3,532 3,232 
606 616 
504 616 

4,642 4,'~64 

Number Of Defendants 
1986 1987 

3,142 3,551 
546 563 
484 617 

4,172 4,731 

Change 

300 
+ 10 
+ 112 
- 178 

Change 

+409 
+ 17 
+133 
+559 

Source: Superior Court Case Sc~eduling Office 

Change In 
Pending 

-319 
+ 53 

1 
-267 

% Change 

- 8.5% 
+ 1.7% 
+22.2% 
- 3.8% 

% Change 

+13.0% 
+ 3.1 % 

+27. 5% 
+13.4% 
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% Change 
In Pending 

-18.6% 
+15.4% 
- 0.6% 
-12.0% 
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SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES 

WORKLOAD 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 
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I. The unit of count In SuperIor Court crImInal cases Is the defendant. A defendant Is defined as an Individual 
named In an Indictment, so that an IndIvidual named In 3 IndIctments Is counted as 3 defendants. An 
IndIvIdual with a consecutively-numbered series of Informations, appeals, or transfers filed on the same 
day Is counted as one defendant. 

2. Informations are fl led If defendants waIve Indictment. 

3. Transfers are defendants brought before the Court of Common Pleas In New Castle County who request Jury 
trials. SInce the Court of Common Pleas In Kent and Sussex Counties Itself holds Jury trials, there are 
no transfers In either of those counties. 

4. Reinstatements represent defendants who have had their cases dIsposed of who are brought back before Superior 
Court for one of the fol lowing reasons: 

5. 

Mistrial 
- Hung Jury 
- Motton for new tr!al granted 

Guilty plea withdrawn 
- Lower court appeal reinstated after being dismissed 
- Conviction overturned by Supreme Court; remanded to Superior Court for new trial. 

Severances are defendants indicted on multiple charges whose charges are severed to be tried separately. 

6. Trial dl$posltlons refer to the number of defendants whose charges were disposed of at a trial rather than 
the number of trials. The date of disposition Is the trial date. Should the decisIon be reserved, It wi I I 
be the date when the opinion 13 handed down. 

7. A defendant Is counted as being disposed of by nol Ie prosequI only If al I charges In an Indictment or 
Information or all charges transferred or appealed simultaneously are dropped. For example, If a defendant 
pleads guilty to one charge In an IndIctment, and other charges In the same indictment are then nol-prossed, 
that defendant Is considered to have been dIsposed of by guilty plea on the date of the plea. 

-------------------------------------------------~----~-
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8. Defendants are not.counted as dIsposed of by nol-pros If the nol Ie prosequI was fIled to an original charge 
because the defendant entered a guilty plea to a New Information. The New Information Is a further actlon 
In an existIng case and Is not counted as a separate filing, so the nol-pros fs not the primary dIsposItion. 

9. Only nol-prosses filed for defendants who were actually brought before Superior Court by IndIctment, 
Information, appeal, transfer, reInstatement, or severance are counted In the total number of SuperIor Court 
dispositions. Nol Ie prosequls of unlndlcted defendants are listed separately because such defendants were 
never formally before the Superior Court. 

10. Unlndlcted nol Ie prosequls are felony or druJ defendants who were arrested and were bound over to Superior 
Court by a lower court either because probable cause was found or because the defendant waived prelIminary 
hearing. The Attorney General then decIded not to seek Indictment or the grand Jury Ignored the Indictment 
and a nol Ie prosequI was filed. 

I I. Remands are defendants who appealed or transferred theIr cases to Superior Court and had them remanded back 
to the lower court. ADRR's are cases In which an appeal to SuperIor Court has been dismIssed with the record 
beIng remanded to the court from whIch It came. ADRR's and remands do not constItute the disposItIons of 
al I appeals that are filed; some are dIsposed of by trIal de novo, plea, or nol Ie prosequI. 

12. A consolIdatIon represents a single IndIvidual who Is Indicted separately on different charges but whose 
charges are consolIdated to be tried together. Thus an indivIdual Indlcted'in January and again In February, 
and who Is counted as two fIlings, wll I receive one trial disposItIon and one consolidatIon disposition If 
the charges are tried together. 

13. PartIcipation In the FIrst Offender Program Is lImited to defendants who are charged with driving under the 
Influence or select drug possessIon charges and are first-time offenders. The defendants choose to enroll 
In a rehabIlItation program and waIve theIr right to a speedy trIal In the process. The charge Is dropped 
once the defendant satisfactorily completes the program and pays all fees. 

I 
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FILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

Number of Defendants Brought to Su~erior Court B~: 

Indictment Information A~peal Transfer Reinstatement 

2,468 76.4% 34 1 .1 % 149 4.6% 545 16.9% 31 1.0% 
573 93.0% 31 5.0% 8 1. 3% 0 0.0% 2 0.3% 
139 22.6% 473 76.8% 2 0.3% 0 0.0% 2 0.3% ---

3,160 71.2% 538 12.1% 159 3.6% 545 12.2% 35 0.8% 

Number of Defendants Disposed of By: 
Guilty Nolle Remand or First 

Trial Plea Prosequi Dismissal ADRR Transfer Offender 

257 7.2% 2,292 64.6% 853 24.0% 26 0.7% 24 0.7% l~ O. 1 % 95 2.7% 
23 r, .1 % 445 79.1% 94 16.7% 0.2% o 0.0% o 0.0% o 0.0% 
27 4.4% 455 73.7% 115 18.6% 2 0.3% 1 0.2% 6 1.0% 11 1.8% --- --- --- -----

307 6.5% 3,192 67.5% 1,062 22.4% 29 0.6% 25 0.5% 10 0.2% 106 2.3% 

PENDING AT END OF YEAR 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

CHANGE IN PENDING 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Number of Defendants 
Triable 

1,02073.2% 
142 35.8% 
109 61.6% 

1,271 64.6% 

Number of Defendants 
Triable 

-304 
+ 50 
+ 7 
-247 

Non-Triable 

373 26.8% 
255 64.2% 

68 38.4% 
696 35.4% 

Non-Triable 

- 15 
+ 3 

8 

- 20 

II ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded 

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office 

I 

Severance 
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TOTALS 

5 0.1 % 3,232 100.0% 
2 0.3% 616100.0% 
o 0.0% 616 100.0% ---
7 0.2% 4,464 100.m,; 

Consolidation 

o 0.0% 
o 0.0% 
o 0.0% ---o 0.0% 

TOTALS 

1,393 100.0% 
397 100.0% 
177 100.0% 

1,967 100.0% 

TOTALS 

-319 
+ 53 

1 
-267 

TOTALS 

3,551 100.0% 
563 100.0?~ 

617 100.0% 
4,731 100.0% 



New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

SUPER lOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMiNAL CASES 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 

TRIAL DISPOSITIONS - PART ONE 

Number of Defendants Disposed of By: 

Jury Trial Non-Jury Trial TOTALS Guilty Not Guilt¥* 

243 94.6% 14 5.4% 257 100.0% 167 65.0% 56 21.8% 
23 100.0% 0 0.0% 23 100.0% 15 65.2% 4 17. 4% 
15 55.6% II 44.4% 27 100.0% ..-ll 71.8% ...i 22.2% 

281 91.5% 26 8.5% 307 100<0% 203 66.1% 66 21.5% 

TRIAL DISPOSITIONS - PART TWO 

Number of Defendants Disposed of By: 

Jury Trial 

Nolle 

No Final 
Dispositions** 

34 13.2% 
4 17. 4% 
o 0.0% ----

38 12.4% 

Non-Jury Trial 

Nolle 
Guilty Not Prosequi Dismissed 

Guilt¥ LIO Guilt¥ At Trisl At Trial 
Hungl Guilty Not Prosequi Dismissed 

Mistrial Jury Guilty lIO Guilt¥ At Trial At Trial 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

142 
14 
12 

168 

16 
1 
o 

17 

43 
4 
3 

50 

LIO ; Lesser Included Offense 

6 
o 
o 
6 

3 
o 
o 
3 

15 
4 
o 

19 

*Includes Dismissals st Trial and Nolle Prosequis at Trial 
--Hung Juries and Mistrials 

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office 

18 
o 
o 

18 

9 
o 
6 

15 

o 
o 
3 
3 

2 
o 
2 
4 

o 
o 
o 
o 

2 
o 

3 
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TOTALS 

257 100.0% 
23 100.0% 
27 100.0% 

307 100.0% 

Mistrial TOTALS 

257 
o 23 
o 27 
1 307 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
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PG-Ortglnal 
New Castle 757 75.2% 
Kent 181 82.6% 
Sussex 212 75.2% 
State " 150 76.3% 

PG-Orlglnal 
New Castle 279 21 .7% 
Kent 76 33.6% 
Sussex 91 52.6% 
State 446 26.5% 

PG-Orlgtnal 
New Castle 1,036 45.2% 
Kent 257 57.8% 
Sussex 303 66.6% 
State 1,596 50.0% 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 
GUILTY PLEA DISPOSITIONS 

Felony 

PG-Lesser PG-NI 
205 20.4% 24 2.4% 

28 12.8% 3 1.4% 
68 24.1% 2 0.7% 

301 20.0% 29 ~ 

MIsdemeanor 
PG-Lesser PG-NI 
590 45.9% 112 8.7% 
126 55.8% 9 4.0% 

79 45.7% 3 1.7% 
795 47.2% 124 7.4% 

GuIlty Plea Totals 

PG-Lesser PG-NI 
795 34.7% 136 5.9% 
154 34.6% 12 2.7% 
147 32.3% 5 1. 1 % 

1,096 34.3% 153 4.8% 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 

PG-Informatlon 
21 2.5% 

7 3.2% 
0 0.0% 

28 ""i"":9% 

PG-Informatlon 
304 23.7% 

15 6.6% 
0 0.0% 

319 18.9% 

PG-Informl'.ltlon 
325 14.2% 

22 4.9% 
0 0.0% 

347 10.9% 
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TOTALS 
1.007 100.0% 

219 100.0% 
282 100.0% 

1,508 100.0% 

TOTALS 
1,285 100.0% 

226 100.0% 
173 100.0% 

1.684 100.0% 

TOTALS 
2,292 100.0% 

445 100.0% 
455 100.0% 

3,192 100.0% 

1. GuIlty plea dispositIons do not Incluee pleas made durIng trials. They are Included In the trial 
disposition totals. 

2. "PG-Orlglnal" Includes defendants who pled guilty to al I charges or to the major charge of a multl­
count Indictment, appeal. transfer, or reinstatement. 

3. "PG-Lesser" Includes defendants who pled guilty to a lesser Included offense of the most serious charge, 
a less serious charge of a multI-count IndIctment or other fIlIngs, or a lesser Included offense of a less 
serious charge of a multI-count Indictment or other fIling. 

4. "PG-NI" IndIcates that a defendant pled guIlty to a new Information - always a less serious charge than 
the orIgInal one. 

5. "PG-Informatlon" denotes a defendant who waived Indictment and pled guilty to an Information fl led by 
the Attorney General. 

6. A plea of nolo contendere is considered to be the equivalent of a guilty plea; e.g., a plea of nolo 
contendere to a lesser Included offense Is counted with the PG-Lesser. 

Source: Superior Court Case SchedulIng OffIce. 



SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CR IMINAL CASES 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 

NOLLE PROSEQUI DISPOSITIONS - PART ONE* 

Number of Defendants Number of Defendants 
With Nolle Prosequis With Nolle Prosequis 
By Special Condition By Merit 

New Castle 416 48.8~~ 437 51 .2% 
Kent 37 39.4% 57 60.6% 
Sussex 31 27.0% 84 73 .m~ 
St ate 484 45. 6~~ 578 54. 4~~ 

NOLLE PROSEQUI DISPOSITIONS - PART TWO* 

III 
III 
Ol 
~ ...., 
III C 
.c OJ 
U E ...., 
~ () 
OJ ..... 
.c"tJ ...., C 
C) H 

4-...., 
0 C 

OJ 
>. r.< ...., OJ 
~4-
.... 4-
:::I .... 
t.!l0 

New Castle 63 
Kent 7 
Sussex 18 
State 88 

Number of Defendants 
with Nolle Prosequis 
by Special Condition 

...., ~ 
~ III 
:::I C .c 
0 0 ...., 

U ..... C) ...., 
~ III 4-
OJ .0 0 

.c 0 ...., ~ >. 
C) 0- C "tJ 

0 0 
C III ..... ...., 

..... ...., III 
t.!l :::I :::I C 

4- ..: ...., U 0 
0 "tJ ..... '.-i 

OJ C ...., C ...., 
"tJ ...., 0 III ..... () 

OJ () OJ ..... 
III ..... "tJ 0::: "tJ"tJ 
0 "tJ OJ OJ ~1 

C () OJ (J 'r-! 
III ..... III "tJ III I-< . ... OJ ~ III ~ :::J 

0 0::: 0- ~ 0- I""J 

59 112 61 20 2 
8 4 9 7 0 
5 0 73 3 0 

72 116 73 30 2 

III 
III 

~ 
III 
.c 
U 

~ 

OJ 
.c ...., 
C) 

C 
0 

"tJ 
OJ ...., 
() ..... 

"tJ 
C 

H 

5 
0 
1 
6 

*Nol Ie Prosequts for indIcted defendants only. 
AG = Attorney General 
Source: SuperIor Court Case SchedulIng Office 

...., 
~ ..... III 
:::I E 

OJ III t.!l OJ 
() :::I ~ ..... 0 ...., .0 

"tJ OJ C 0 
:::I C III ~ 

III "tJ 0-
OJ ~ C 
~ ~ OJ OJ 
0- OJ 4- () 

() OJ ..... 
C) III "tJ .-I , • .-i 0 0 
3: ~ Ui 0-

2 92 15 2 
2 0 0 
0 1 0 0 
4 93 16 2 

Number of Defendants 
with Nolle Prosequis 
by Merit 

, 
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~ , 
..... III 
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III ...., E ...., > ...., ...., 
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OJ r.< ..... m ..... I-< OJ 

0 0- >0 >u 0::: 

6 133 79 64 14 
0 14 7 5 
4 22 10 12 

10 169 96 81 16 

OJ 
() 

c 
OJ 

"tJ ..... 
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W 

...., 
C 
OJ ..... 
() ..... 

4-
4-
:::I 
III 
C 
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118 
29 
34 

181 

Total 

PAGE 
=62= 

Number of 
Defendants Disposed 
Of By Nolle Prosequi 

853 100. m~ 
94 100.0% 

115 100. m~ 
1,062 100.0% 

III 
:::I 

III 0 
III OJ 
OJ C 
() III 
0 ~ 
~ ~ In 
0- OJ -l 

() ..: 
OJ III I-
:::I '.-i C) 

0 ~ I-

5 853 
0 0 94 
0 1 1 i 5 

1 6 1,062 

1\, 
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Offense 
Crimes of Violence 
Murder 1st 
Murder 2nd 
Manslaughter 
Attempted Murder 1st 
Assault 1st 
Assault 2nd 
Rape 1st 
Rape 2nd 
Sodomy 1st/2nd 
Kidnapping 1st/2nd 
Robbery 1st 
Robbery 2nd 
Drug Offenses 
Delivery 
Possession w/Intent to Deliver 
Possession NN Schedule I 
Other Drug Offenses 
~emaining Indicted Offenses 
All Forgery 
Theft/RSP/Burglary 
Weapons Offenses 
Other 
Appeals and Transfers 
OUI/CUI 
Other Traffic Offenses 
Non-Traffic Offenses 
TOTALS 

Trial 
G-NG-NFD 

5- 1- 0 
0- 1- 0 
1- 0- 0 

6- 0- 1 
6- 2- 0 
2- 4- 1 

11- 0- 0 
0- 0- 1 
1- 0- 0 
2- 1- 0 

11- 4- 5 
5- 0- 0 

21-; 5- 4 
13- 1- 3 
0- 0- 0 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1981 
CRIMINAL CASES 

DISPOSITIONS BY OFFENSE TYPE 
NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Number of Defendants Disposed of By: 
Guilty Remand/ 
Plea NP Dismissal ADRR Transfer 

92000 
29000 
5 0 0 0 C 

11 4 0 0 0 
26 13 0 0 0 
49 33 0 0 
34 16 0 0 0 
16 7 0 0 0 

4 1 0 0 0 

13 11 0 0 0 
73 31 2 0 0 
50 22 0 0 0 

182 
181 

8 

1- 0- 0 103 

40 
33 

3 
47 

o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 

3-1-0 151 
28-14- 9 638 

2- 8- 0 182 
8- 3- 5 263 

25- 5- 3 140 
4- 3- 1 69 
6- 3- 1 11 

161-56-34 2,292 

31 
202 

56 
111 

14 
50 

105 
853 

o 
o 
2 
9 

4 
3 

3 
26 

o 
2 
o 
o 

8 

5 
9 

24 

o 
o 
o 
1 

1 
o 
2 
4 

First 
Offender 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

4 

5 
52 

o 
o 
o 
o 

33 
o 
o 

95 

TOTALS 

11 
12 

6 
22 
41 
90 
61 
24 

6 

21 
138 

11 

251 
233 

16 
203 

198 
893 
250 
400 

233 
135 
206 

3,551 
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AORR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded 
OUI/CUI = Driving Under the Influence/Control Under 

the Influence 

NG = Not Guilty (includes Dismissals at Trial and 
Nolle Prosequis at Trial) 

G = Guilty 
NFD = No Final Disposition (Hung Juries and Mistrials) 

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office 

NN = Non-Narcotic 
NP = Nolle Prosequi 
RSP = Receiving Stolen Property 



SUPERIOR COURT PAGE I =64= 
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

CRIMINAL CASES I DISPOSITIONS BY OFFENSE TYPE 

KENT COUNTY 

I Trial Guilty Remand/ First 
Offense G-NG-NFD Plea NP Dismissal ADRR Transfer Offender TOTALS 

Crimes of Violence I 
Murder 1st 2-0-0 2 0 0 0 0 5 
t~urder 2nd 0-1-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 I Manslaughter 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Attempted Murder 1st 0-0-0 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 
Assault 1st 0-1-0 10 5 0 0 0 0 16 

I Assault 2nd 0-0-0 26 1 0 0 0 0 27 
Rape 1st 2-0-0 4 2 0 0 0 0 8 I 

Rape 2nd 1-0-0 8 2 0 0 0 0 11 
I Sodomy 1st/2nd 0-0-0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 I , 

Kidnapping 1st/2nd 0-0-1 3 2 0 0 0 0 6 I 

i 

Robbery 1st 4-0-0 7 10 0 0 0 0 21 
Robbery 2nd 0-0-0 3 2 0 0 0 0 5 I Drug Offenses 
Delivery 0-0-1 17 3 0 0 0 0 21 
Possession w/lntent to Deliver 0-0-0 9 2 0 0 0 0 11 

I Possession NN Schedule 1 0-0-0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Other Drug Offenses 1-0-0 24 4 0 0 0 0 29 
Remaining Indicted Offenses 
All Forgery 0-0-0 63 13 0 0 0 0 76 I Theft/RSP/Burglary 2-2-2 148 24 1 0 0 0 179 
Weapons Offenses 1-0-0 55 12 0 0 0 0 68 
Other 1-0-0 57 10 0 0 0 0 68 

I A~~eals and Transfers 
DUI/CUI 1-0-0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Other Traffic Offenses 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

I Non-Traffic Offenses 0-0-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
TOTALS 15-4-4 445 94 0 0 0 563 

ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded NG = Not Guilty - (Includes Dismissals at Trial I DUI/CUI = Driving Under the Influence/Control Under and Nolle Prosequis at Trial) 
the Influence NN = Non-Narcotic 

G = Guilty NP = Nolle Prosequi 

I NFD = No Final Disposit ion (Hung Juries and Mistrials) RSP = Receiving Stolen Property 

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office 

I 
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I CRIMINAL CASES 
DISPOSITIONS BY OFFENSE TYPE 

I 
SUSSEX COUNTY 

Trial Guilty Remand/ Fi rst 

I 
Offense G-NG-NFD Plea NP Dismissal ADRR Transfer Offender TOTALS 

Crimes of Violence 
Murder 1st 0- 0-0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 

I Murder 2nd 0- 0-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Manslaughter 0- 0-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Attempted Murder 1st 0- 0-0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 

I 
Assault 1st 1- 0-0 14 0 0 0 0 0 15 
Assault 2nd 1- 0-0 19 8 0 0 0 0 28 
Rape 1st 2- 1-0 11 1 0 0 0 0 15 
Rape 2nd 0- 0-0 1 0 0 0 0 2 

I Sodomy 1st/2nd 1- 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kidnapping 1st/2nd 2- 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Robbery 1 st 0- 0-0 14 4 0 0 0 0 18 

I Robbery 2nd 0- 0-0 5 0 0 0 0 6 
Drug Offenses 
Delivery 0- 0-0 19 6 0 0 0 0 25 

I 
Possession w/lntent to Deliver 0- 0-0 9 4 0 0 0 0 13 
Possession NN Schedule I 0- 1-0 5 2 0 0 0 3 11 
Other Drug Offenses 0- 0-0 16 6 0 0 0 1 23 

I 
Remaining Indicted Offenses 
All Forgery 0- 0-0 17 4 0 0 0 0 21 
Theft/RSP/Burglary 7- 0-0 169 44 1 0 2 0 223 
Weapons Offenses 0- 0-0 9 7 0 0 0 0 16 

I Other 6- 1-0 114 23 0 4 0 149 
Aeeeals and Transfers 
DUl/CUI 1- 2-0 21 3 0 0 0 7 34 

I 
Other Traffic Offenses 0- 1-0 6 0 1 0 0 9 
Non-Traffic Offenses 0- 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTALS 21- 6-0 455 115 2 1 6 11 617 

I ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded NG = Not Guilty (Includes Dismissals at Trial 
DUI/CUI = Driving Under the Influence/Control Under and Nolle Prosequis at Trial) 

the Influence NN = Non-NaI~otic 

I G = Guilty NP = Nolle Prosequi 
NFD = No Final Disposition (Hung Juries and Mistrials) RSP = Receiving Stolen Property 

I 
Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office 



Offense 
Crimes of Violence 
Murder 1st 
Murder 2nd 
Manslaugher 
Attempted Murder 1st 
Assault 1st 
Assault 2nd 
Rape 1st 
Rape 2nd 
Sodomy 1st/2nd 
Kidnapping 1st/2nd 
Robbery 1 st 
Robbery 2nd 
Drug Offenses 
Delivery 
Possession w/Intent to Deliver 
Possession NN Schedule I 
Other Drug Offenses 
Remaining Indicted Offenses 
All Forgery 
Theft/RSP/Burglary 
Weapo.ns Offenses 
Other 
Appeals and Transfers 
DUI/CUI 
Other Traffic Offenses 
Non-Traffic Offenses 
TOTALS 

Trial 
G-NG-NFD 

7 - 1- 0 
0- 2- 0 
1- 0- 0 
6- 0- 1 
7 - 3 - 0 
3 - 4- 1 

15- 1- 0 
1- 0-

2- 0- 0 
4- 1- 1 

21- 4- 5 
5 - 0- 0 

21- 5- 5 
13- 1- 3 

0- 1- 0 
2- 0- 0 

3- 1- 0 
37-16-11 

3- 8- 0 
15- 4- 5 

27- 7- 3 
4- 4- 1 
6- 3- 1 

203-66-38 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES 

DISPOSITIONS BY OFFENSE TYPE 

STATE 

Number of Defendants Disposed of By: 
Guilty Remand/ 

Plea 

13 
3 
6 

17 
50 
94 
49 
25 

4 
16 
94 
58 

218 
199 

15 
143 

NP Dismissal 

3 0 
9 0 
o 0 

4 0 
18 0 
42 1 
19 0 
10 0 

2 0 
13 0 

51 2 
25 0 

49 
39 

5 

57 

1 

o 
o 

237 54 o 
2 

2 
955 270 
246 75 
434 144 

163 17 

75 51 
_-.:..7.:::.8 1 05 
3,192 1,062 

10 

4 

3 
3 

29 

ADRR Transfer 

o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
2 

o 
o 

8 

6 
9 

25 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
2 
o 
5 

o 
2 

10 

First 
Offender 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

4 

8 
53 

o 
o 
o 
o 

40 
o 
o 

106 

TOTALS 

24 
14 

7 
28 
78 

145 
84 
37 

8 
35 

177 
88 

303 
257 

29 
255 

295 
1 ,295 

334 
617 

270 
144 
207 

4,731 

PAGE 
=66= 

ADRR = Appeal Dismissed, Record Remanded NG = Not Guilty (includes Dismissals at Trial 
DUI/CUI = Driving Under the Influence/Control Under 

the In fluence 
G = Guilty 
NFD = No Final Disposition (Hung Juries and Mistrials) 

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office 

and Nolle Prosequis at Trial) 
NN = Non-Narcotic 
NP = Nolle Prosequi 
RSP = Receiving Stolen Property 
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New Castle 
I<ent 
Sussex 
State 

SCHEDULED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

RESCHEDULED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Total Number Number of 
Of De fendants Defendants 
Scheduled Rescheduled 

4,049 1,646 
673 433 
657 268 

5,379 2,347 

Number of Defendants 
1986 ---

3,480 
587 
497 

4,564 

Number of Defendants 

~ 

1,542 
346 
210 

2,098 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES 

TRIAL CALENDAR ACTIVITY 

Percentage of Rescheduled 
Defendants At Defense 
Rescheduled Request 

40.7% 772 46.9% 
64.3% 149 34.4% 
40.8~~ 146 54.5% 
43.6% 1,067 45.5% 

Rescheduled 
At Prosecution 
Request 

462 28.1% 
129 29.8~~ 

56 20.9% 
647 27.6% 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
CALENDAR ACTIVITY 

1987 Chan~ 

4,049 + 569 
673 + 86 
657 + 160 ---

5,379 + 815 

1987 Change 

1,646 + 104 
433 + 87 
268 + 58 

2,347 + 249 

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office 

Rescheduled 
At Mutual 
Request 

245 14.9% 
127 29.3% 

20 7.5% 
392 16.7% 

% Change 

+ 16.4% 
+ 14.7% 
+ 32.2~~ 

+ 17.9% 

% Change 

+ 6.7% 
+ 25.1 % 
+ 27.6% 
+ 11.9% 
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Rescheduled 
At Court 
B!:..9uest 

167 10.1% 
28 6 • 5~~ 
~ 17 .2% 
241 10.3% 



6,000 

5,000 

~,ooo 

Number of 
Oefcnd.::nts 

3,000 

2.00{) __ , 

1,000 

o 

SlIPI>llJOR COURT 

10-YEII~ WOnKlnll{) TREND liND 5-YEIIR WOnKLOIID PROJECT)ONS 
CnJMINII[. C~SES 

4,642 

IICTUIII. 

4,731 
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5,973 

PROJF.cTED 

~'716 ° 
5,459 

5,202 ___ 

4,945 _______ 0---- _D 

~. / -----------,-.-------;.'" 
____ 111---- ~ ,273 

.____ 4 5,0<)7. 

,c. ..... y--. ,910 
?/ I ·.,729 

J,470 3 ?4'425~ ,771 3,884 0 - / 

4,464 

o ,0' - - 0 
, ' - '.'" ,<.'" 

, ,"'" '.,"' 0/ 0 _' <.m 

3,293 - -
~- -0, : ,.n' ~'" ,.,n 
____ ~~/ 3,300 

2,950 2,970 

2,234 

NOTF:: Trend lines computed by line~r regression analysis. 

1,696 

1,464 

"6---J 
Filings 0--0 

l'ispositions 0 - - 0 

Pending at End of Year ~ ~ 

0--0 

III II 

Filings-Based on Past 5 Ye~rs 
(1983-19B7) of Actual Filings. 

Filings-Based on Past 10 Years 
(1978-1987) of Actual Filings. 

~ls<:~11 Year'! )']7A 1')7') 1')110 I<JOI l'lU2 1<)03 1')04 1')05 l ')£1fl 1')07 1<)811 198<) 1990 1991 1992 

Source: I\dmiliintrnlivfJ Orfice of thc Courts 
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Total Number Average Time 
of Defendants from Arrest 

Disposed of to Disposition 

New Castle 3,551 161.9 days 
Kent 563 104.8 days 
Sussex 617 111.8 da~s 
State 4,731 148.6 days 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES 

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 

Median Time Average Time from 
from Arrest Indictment/Information 

to Disposition* to Disposition# 

136.6 days 131.5 days 
81.2 days 65.8 days 
89.5 da~s 79.2 da~s 

123.9 days 116.8 days 

COMPLIANCE WITH 120-DAY SPEEDY TRIAL MANDATE 

Number of Defendants Number of Defendsnts 
Disposed of Within Disposed of 121 Days 
120 Days of Arrest or More After Arrest 

New Castle 1,548 43.6% 2,003 56.4% 
Kent 405 71.9% 158 28.1% 
Sussex 423 68.6% 194 31.4% 
State 2,376 50.2% 2,355 49.8% 

*Ca1culated using grouped medians method. 
#Inc1udes only defendants brought to Superior Court by indictment or information. 

Source: Superior Court Case Scheduling Office 

Median Time 
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from 
Indictment/Information 

to Disposition*# 

100.4 days 
38.7 days 
60.9 da~s 
87.9 days 

Total Number 
of Defendants 

Disposed of 

3,551 100.0% 
563 100.0% 
617 100.0% 

4,731 100.0% 



SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES 

PERFORMANCE 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 
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1. The Speedy Trial DIrectIve of ChIef Justice Daniel L. Herrmann states that al I crIminal defendants brought 
before Superior Court should be trIed wIthin 120 days of arrest. 

2. The charts measure the average and median time Intervals between arrest and disposition, and the average 
and medIan tIme Intervals between Indictment/Information and disposItIon. SubtractIng the fIgures for 
Indlctment/ InformatIon to dispositIon from the figures for arrest to dIsposition would not determIne the 
time from arrest to IndIctment/information exactly. ThIs Is because there may be a different number of 
cases beIng counted In the dIfferent categorIes (I.e., unlndlcted nol Ie prosequls). 

3. In measuring the elapsed tIme of defendants for the purposes of computIng complIance wIth speedy trial 
directives or average elapsed time, SuperIor Court excludes the followIng time Intervals: 

a. For al I capiases, the tIme between the date the capIas Is Issued and the date the capIas Is executed. 

b. For al I Rule 9 Summonses and Rule 9 Warrants, the tIme betwee~ arrest and Indlctment/ informatIon, 
If any. 

c. For al I nol Ie prosequls, the tIme between the scheduled trIal ~ate and the actual fIlIng date of the 
nolle prosequI. 
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Pending* 
6/30/86 

New Castle 234 
Kent*** 33 
Sussex*** 112 
State 379 

INVESTIGATIONS ORDERED 
1986 

New Castle 1 ,251 
Kent*** 304 
Sussex*** 257 
State 1,812 

INVESTIGATIONS COMPLETED** 
1986 

New Castle 1,384 
Kent*** 327 
Sussex*** 184 
State 1,895 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
PRESENTENCE OFFICE 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Investigations Investigations** 
Completed 

Pending* 
6/30/87 Ordered 

1 ,157 
309 
222 

1,688 

1 ,113 
318 
233 

1,664 

278 
24 

101 
403 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
PRESENTENCE OFfICE 

WORKLOAD 

1987 

1 ,157 
309 
222 ---

1,688 

1987 

1 ,113 
318 
233 ---

1,664 

Cha~ 

94 
+ 5 
- 35 
-124 

Change 

- 271 
9 

+ 49 
- 231 

*A pending investigation is one which has been ordered but has nct yet been 
been written and typed or otherwise closed (i.e. deceased defendant, motion for 
new trial granted, etc.). 

**An investigation is completed when it has been both written and typed or has beon 
otherwise closed (i.e. deceased defendant, motion for new trial granted, etc.). 

***The Kent County and Sussex County Presentence Offices do investigations for both 

Change. In 
PendinL 

+ 44 
9 

- 11 
+ 24 

% Change 

- 7.5% 
+ 1.7% 
-13.6% 
- 6.9% 

% Change 

-19.6% 
- 2.8% 
+26.6% 
-12.2% 

Superior Court and Court of Common Pleas. These figures reflect Superior Court investigations. 

Source: Superior Court Presentence Offices: New Castle, Kent and Sussex 
Counties. 
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% Change 
In Pellding 

+ 18.8% 
- 27.3% 

9.8% 
+ 6.3% 



Number of 
De fendan ts 
Sentenced After 
Presentence 
Investigations 

New Castle 1,040 
Ken t 276 
Sussex 219 
State 1,535 

Average Time 
From Date 
Ordered to 
Date Written 

41.3 days 
54.3 

14D.5 
57.8 days 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
PRESENTENCE OFFICE 

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 

Average Time Average Time 
From Date From Date 
Written to Ordered to 
Date Typed Date Typed 

5.5 days 46.8 days 
16.4 70.7 
1.6 142.1 
6.9 days 64.7 days 

COMPLIANCE WITH 30-DAY STANDARD** 

Average Time 
From Date 
Typed to 
Date Sentenced 

51 .2 days 
51 .2 
27.1 
47.8 days 

Total Number 
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Average Time 
From Date 
Ordered to 
Date Sentenced* 

98.0 days 
121 .9 
169.2 
112.5 days 

Number of 
Investigations 
Completed Within 
30 Days of Verdict 

Number of 
Investigations 
Completed 31 Days 
or More After Verdict 

of Investigations 
Completed 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

205 18.4% 
56 17.6% 

7 3.0% ---
268 16.1% 

908 81.6% 
262 82.4% 
226 97.0% -----

1,396 83.9% 

1,113 100.0% 
318 100.0% 
233 100.0% 

1,664 100.0% 

*These figures are gross elapsed time from the date the presentence investigation was ordered to 
the defendant's sentencing date. If all the time the sentencings were delayed due to capiases, 
continuances, and motions was subtracted from these figures, the net average elapsed times for 
presentence investigations from the date ordered to the date sentenced would be as follows: 

New Castle 72.1 days 
Kent 109.9 days 
Sussex 
State 

Not Available 
Not Available 

**The Speedy Trial Directive of Chief Justice Daniel L. Herrmann includes a standard that the time 
from the Court's verdict to the completion of the presentence investigation should not exceed 
30 days. A presentence investigation is considered to be completed once it has been written 
and typed or otherwise closed (i.e., motion granted, defendant deceased, etc.). 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Presentence Offices; 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
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SUPERIOR COURT 

COMPARISON - fISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
PRESENTENCE OffICE 

PERfORMANCE 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
# of Defendants Sentenced After Presentence Investigations 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Written 
Average Time from Date Written to Date Typed 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Typed 
Average Time from Date Typed to Date Sentenced 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Sentenced 

KENT COUNTY* 
# of Defendants Sentenced After Presentence Investigations 
Average Time from Dste Ordered to Date Written 
Average Time from Date Written to Date Typed 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Typed 
Average Time from Date Typed to Date Sentenced 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Sentenced 

SUSSEX COUNTY* 
# of Defendants Sentenced After Presentence Investigations 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Written 
Average Time from Date Written to Date Typed 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Typed 
Average Time from Date Typed to Date Sentenced 
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Sentenced 

STATE* 
# of Defendants Sentenced After Presentence Investigations 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Written 
Average Time From Date Written to Date Typed 
Average Time from Date Ordered to Date Typed 
Average Time from Date Typed to Date Sentenced 
Average Time From Date Ordered to Date Sentenced 

1986 
1,517 

50.0 days 
8.1 days 

58.0 days 
60.9 days 

119.0 days 

1986 
328 
49.3 days 

3.6 days 
52.9 days 
40.2 days 
93.0 days 

1986 
188 

86.8 days 
2.4 days 

89.2 days 
30.3 days 

119.5 days 

1986 
2,033 

53.3 days 
6.8 days 

60.1 days 
54.8 days 

114.8 days 

1987 
1,040 

41.3 days 
5.5 days 

46.8 days 
51.2 days 
98.0 days 

1987 
276 
54.3 days 
16.4 days 
70.7 days 
51.2 days 

121.9 days 

1987 
219 
140.5 days 

1.6 days 
142.1 days 

27.1 days 
169.2 days 

1987 
1,535 

57. 8 days 
6.9 days 

64.7 days 
47.8 days 

112.5 days 

*Kent County and Sussex County Presentence Offices also do investigations for the 
Court of Common Pleas. These figures are for Superior Court only. 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Presentence Offices; 
Administrative Office of the Courts 

Change 
-477 

8.7 days 
2.6 days 

11.2 days 
9.7 days 

- 21.0 days 

Change 
- 52 
+ 5.0 days 
+ 12.8 days 
+ 17.8 days 
+ 11.0 days 
+ 28.9 days 

Change 
+ 31 
+ 53.7 days 

0.8 days 
+ 52. 9 days 

3.2 days 
+ 49.7 days 

Change 
-498 
+ 4.5 days 
-I- 0.1 days 
+ 4.6 days 

7.0 days 
2.3 daY~l 
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~~ Change 
- 31.4% 
- 17.4% 
- 32.1% 

19.3% 
- 15.9% 
- 17.6% 

% Change 
- 15.9% 
+ 10.1% 
+355.6% 
+ 33.6% 
+ 27.4% 
+ 31.1 % 

% Change 
+ 16.5% 
+ 61.9% 

33.3% 
+ 59.3% 
- 10.6~~ 

+ 41.6% 

% Change 
- 24.5% 
+ 8.4% 
+ 1.5% 
+ 7.7% 
- 12.8% 

2.0% 



New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

F lUNGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Pending 
6/30/86 

3,943 
834* 
412* 

5,189* 

*Amended from 1986 Annual Report. 

SUPERIOR COURT 

fISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending 
Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 

3,513 
493 
559 

4,565 

1986 

3,154 
455 
458 

4,067 

1986 

2,686 
396 
388 

3,470 

2,884 4,572 
319 1 ,008 
381 590 

3,584 6,170 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD 

1987 Change 

3,513 +359 
493 + 38 
559 +101 

4,565 +498 

1987 Change 

2,884 +198 
319 - 77 
381 7 

3,584 +114 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries 
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Change In % Change 
Pending In Pending 

+629 +16.0% 
+174 +20.8% 
+178 +43.2% 
+981 +18.9% 

% Change 

+11. 4% 
+ 8.4% 
+22.1% 
+12.2% 

% Change 

+ 7.4% 
-19.4% 
- 1.8% 
+ 3.3% 
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SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
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I. Complaints are suIts for damages. During FY 1987, activity In the Complaints category Included Complaints 
for Damages, CondemnatIons, Ejectments, Appeals from JustIce of the Peace Court and from arbItratIon panels, 
Declaratory Judgements, ForeIgn Judgements, Replevins, Foreign Attachments, Domestic Attachments, Inter­
pleaders, Amicable Actions, Breach of Contract, Transfers and Removals from the Court of Chancery, 
Transfers and Removals from the Court of Common Pleas and debt actIons. 

2. MechanIc's 'lens and Mortgages are property suIts. 

3. Involuntary CommItments are proceedings held to determine whether IndIviduals shal I be InvoluntarIly 
commItted as mentally II I. Because Delaware State Hospital, the State's facIlIty for mentally II I patIents, 
Is located In New Castle County, almost al I Involuntary Commitment hearings are held In New Castle County. 

4. Appeals are appeals on the record. ThIs category Includes Appeals from AdminIstratIve AgencIes, Appeals 
from Family Court, Appeals from the Court of Common Pleas, and Certlorarts. 

5. Miscellaneous Includes al I other cases. During FY 1987 thIs category Included ComplaInts RequestIng Order, 
Habeus Corpus, Mandamus, WrIts of ProhibItion, Petitions for Destruction of Indicia of Arrest, PetItions 
to Compel Statlstactlon of Judgement, Petitions to Extend Judgement, PetItions for Ball Forfeitures, 
Petitions to SatIsfy Mortgage, PetitIons to Set Aside Mortgage, PetitIons for Issuance of Subpoena, 
Petitions for Appointment of Attorney, Out of State DeposItIons, PetItions to Sel I Real Estate for Property 
Taxes, PetItions for Return of Property, Petitions to Vacate PublIc Road, Tax Ditches, Rules to Show Cause, 
Road Resolutions, Cease and Desist Orders and Motions for Habitual Offenders. 
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FILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Comelainta 
2,296 65.4% 

292 59.2% 
282 50.4% 

2,870 62.9% 

Comelaints 
1,718 59.6% 

206 64.6% 
222 58.3% 

2,146 59.9% 

PENDING AT END OF YEAR 

Comelaints 
New Castle 3,772 82.5% 
Kent 554 55.0% 
Sussex 336 57.0% , 
state 4,662 75.6% 

CHANGE IN PENDING* 

Comelaints 
New Castle +578 
Kent* + 86 
Sussex* + 60 
State* +724 

Mechanic's 
Liens and 
Mortgages 
400 11.4% 

76 15.4% 
172 30.8% -----
648 14.2% 

Mechanic's 
Liens and 
Mortgages 
399 13.8% 

69 21.6% 
113 29.7% -----
581 16.2% 

Mechanic's 
Liens and 
Mortgages 
270 5.9% 

59 5.8% 
134 22. 7% 
463 7.5% 

~-1echanic' s 
Liens and 
Mortgages 

+ 1 
+ 7 
+59 
+67 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

Involuntary 
Apeeals Commitments 

167 4.7% 247 7.0% 
30 6.1% 0 0.0% 
55 9.8% 0 0.0% 

252 5.5% 247 5.4% 

Involuntary 
Aeeeals Commitments 

199 6.9% 229 7.9% 
6 1 .9% 0 0.0% 

33 8.7% 0 0.0% 
238 6.6% 229 6.4% 

Involuntary 
Aeeeals Commitments 

248 5.4% 95 2.0% 
65 6.5% 0 0.0% 
67 11.4% 0 0.0% 

380 6.2% 95 1 .5% 

Involuntary 
Aeeeals Commitments 

-32 +18 
+24 0 
+22 0 
+14 +18 

*Change in pending from amended pending for the end of FY 1986. 

Miscellaneous 
403 11.5% 

95 19.3% 
50 8.9% -----

548 12.0% 

Miscellaneous 
339 11.8% 

38 11.9% 
..J1. 3.4% 
390 10.9% 

Miscellaneous 
187 4.1 % 
330 32.7% 

53 9.0% 
570 9.2% 

Miscellaneous 
+ 64 
+ 57 
+ J7 
+158 

Sour.ce: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries' Offices 
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TOTALS 
3,513 100.0% 

493 100.0% 
559 100.0% 

4,565 100.0% 

TOTALS 
2,884 100.0% 

319 100.0% 
381 100.0% 

3,584 100.0% 

TOTALS 
4,572 100.0% 
1,008 100.0% 

590 100.0% 
6,170 100.0% 

TOTALS 
+629 
+174 
+178 
+981 
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New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Trial Dispositions 

Judgment Judgment 
for for 
Plaintiff Defendant 

42 2.4% 28 1.6% 
3 1.5% 2 1.0% 
8 3.6% o 0.0% --- ---

53 2.5% 30 1.4% 

Trial Dispositions 

Judgment Judgment 
for for 
Plaintiff Defendant 

2 0.5% 1 0.3% 
1 1 .11% o 0.0% 
2 1.8% o 0.0% ---
5 0.9% 1 0.2% 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 

COMPLAINTS DISPOSITIONS* 

Non-Trial Dispositions* 

Default Other 
Judgment Judgment Judgment 
for for for Voluntary Court 
Plainti ff Plainti ff De fend ant Dismissal Dismissal 

77 4.5% 159 9.3% 63 3.7% 1 ,249 72.7% 94 5.5% 
13 6.3% 6 2.9% 1 0.5% 177 85.9% 4 1 .9% 
25 11.3% 11 5.0% 2 0.9% 144 64.9% 32 14.4% ----- ---

115 5.4% 176 8.2% 66 3.1% 1,570 73.2% 130 6.0% 

MECHANIC'S LIENS AND MORTGAGES DISPOSITIONS* 

Non-Trial Dispositions* 

Default Other 
Judgment Judgment Judgment 
for for for Voluntary Court 
Plainti ff Plainti ff Defendant Dismissal Dismissal 

154 38.6% 73 18.3% 4 1.0% 155 38.8% 10 2.5% 
36 52.2% 1 1 . 4~~ o 0.0% 30 43.5% 1 1.4% 
53 46.9% 2- 4.4% o 0.0% 46 40.7% 7 6.2% ---

243 41.8% 79 13.6% 4 0.7% 231 39.8% 18 3.1 % 

*Includes cases assigned for arbitration that are disposed of for Superior Court. 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries' Offices 

Other 

6 0.4% 
o 0.0% 
o 0.0% ---
6 0.3% 

Other 

o 0.0% 
o 0.0% 
o 0.0% ---o 0.0% 
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TOTALS 

1,718 100.0% 
206 100.0% 
222 100.0% 

2,146 100.0% 

TOTALS 

399 100.0% 
69 100.0% 

113 100.0% 
581 100.0% 



New Castle 

New Castle 
Ken t 
Sussex 
State 

Dismissed­
Voluntary 
Commitment 

173 75.6% 

Affirmed 

70 35.2% 
0 0.0% 
8 24.2% 

78 32.8% 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 

INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENTS DISPOSITIONS 

Dismissed­
No Probable 
Cause 

1 0.4% 

Dismissed­
Released 
By Hospital 

55 24.0% 

APPEALS DISPOSITIONS 

Affirmed Part/ Voluntar il y 
Reversed Reversed Part Dismissed 

10 5.0% 2 1.0% 52 26.1% 
0 0.0% o 0.0% 5 83.3% 
2 6.1 % 2 6.1% 8 24.2% ---

12 5.0% 4 1.7% 65 27.3% 

MISCELLANEOUS DISPOSITIONS 

Dismissed­
De fendant 
Deceased 

o 0.0% 

Dismissed 
By Court 

34 17.1% 
16.7% 

12 36.4% ----
47 19.8% 

TOTAL 

229 100.0% 

Remanded 

31 15.6% 
0 0.0% 
1 3.0% 

32 13.4% 
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TOTALS 

199 100.0% 
6 100.0% 

33 100.0% 
238 100.0% 

Disposition Simultaneous 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Signed/Granted 

234 69.0% 
30 78.9% 
11 84.6% 

275 70.5% 

Denied/Dismissed 

61 18.0% 
8 21.1 % 
2 15.4% 

71 18.2% 

With Filing 

44 13.0% 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 

44 11 .3% 

Source: New Castle Cou~ty, Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries' Offices 

TOTALS 

339 100.0% 
38 100.0% 
13 100.0% 

390100.0% 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Cases Tried 

83 12.6% 
9 12.5% 

31 32.6% -----
123 14.9% 

Number of 
Jury Trials 

66 79.5% 
6 66.7% 
5 16.1% ----

77 62.6% 

Cases Settled 
or Dismissed 

300 45.6% 
32 44.4% 

--1!!. 29.5% 
360 43.6% 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

CIVIL TRIALS 

Number of 
Non-Jury Trials 

17 20.5% 
3 33.3% 

26 83.9% ---
46 37.4% 

CIVIL CALENDAR ACTIVITY 

Cases Continued 
Cases Continued Due to Lack 
for Settlement of Judge 

7 1 .1% 13 2.0% 
o 0.0% 1.4% 
2 2.1 % 0 0.0% ---
9 1.1 % 14 1 .7% 

Cases Continued 
at Request 
of Attorney 

255 38.7% 
30 41.7% 
34 35.8% 

319 38.7% 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries' Offices 
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Total Number 
Of Trials 

83 100.0% 
9 100.0% 
~ 100.0% 

123 100.0% 

Total 
Cases Scheduled 

658 100.0% 
72 100.0~~ 

95 100.0% -----
825 HIO .0% 



Number of 
Cases 

7,000 

6.000 

5.000 

4,000 

3,000 

2.000 

1,000 

o 

Fiscal Year: 

surERIOR COURT 

10-YElIR WOIlK(,()AD TREND AND 5-YElIR ~:oIUtLOAD PROJECTIONS 
CIVIL CASES 

o -
3,631 

2,521· 

!:S. 

NOTES. 1) Trend lines computed by linear regressio, analysis. 
2) Superior Court's jurisdiction was changed in mid-FY 

1981 when adoptions and terminations were removed. 
Adoptions and terminations are removed throughout 
when computing the trend line so that a constant 
jurisdiction is used. 

- 0 _ 
3.486 

ACTUAL 

6,170 

5,189· 

4,592· 4,565 

_ 0 - -0 

- 0 - 3,410 3,584 

3,213 

Filings [}-------{] 

Dispositions 0 - - 0 

Pending at End of Year ~ 

"Amended from 1986 Annual Report. 

PROJECTED 
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.. ~:--,~.~ 
• III l1li--

11 
• 

4,358 4,414 
4,245 4,301 

0--0 

Filings-Basod on Past 5 Years 
(1983-1987) of Actual Filings 
using Constant Jurisdiction. 

Filings-Dased on Past 10 Years 
II III (1978'·19871 of Actual Filings 

using Constant Jurisdiction. 

4,471 

I I I I I I I I I I: I I I 1--1 
1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 I'J84 HlBS 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 

Source. Administrative Office of the Courts 
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SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 
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Complaints Mechanic's Liens and Mortgage~ 
Average 
Time from 

Number of Filing to Number of 
Dispositions Disposition Disposi tions 

New Castle 1 J 718 571.5 days 399 
Kent 206 509.5 days 69 
Sussex 222 528.5 days 113 ---
State 2,146 561 .1 days 581 

Appeals Involuntar~ Commitments 
Average Average 
Time from Time from 

Number of Filing to Number of Filing to 
Dispositions Disposi tion Dispositions Disposition 

New Castle 199 361.7 days 229 62.3 days 
Kent 6 230.2 days 0 
Sussex 33 308.5 da~s 0 
State 238 351 .1 days 229 62.3 days 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County, and Sussex County Prothonotaries' Offices; 
Administrative Office of the Courts 

Average 
Time from 
Filing to 
Disposition 

358.1 days 
236.9 days 
272. 7 days 
327.7 days 

Miscellaneous 
Average 
Time from 

Number of Filing to 
Dispositions Disposition 

339 65.9 days 
38 49.4 days 
13 194.5 da~s 

390 68.6 days 

A 
< 



METHOD OF DISPOSITION 

Number of Cases DIsposed of by: 

Trial ArbItrator's Order 

New Castle 70 4. 1% 149 8.7% 
Kent 5 2.4% Not Avaflable 
Sussex 8 3.6% Not Avatlable 
State 83 3.9% 149* 6.9% 

AVERAGE TIME FROM FILING TO DISPOSITION 

Cases Disposed of ~y: 

Trial ArbItrator's Order 

New Castle 1,227.4 days 257.9 days 
Kent 1,062.4 days Not Available 
Sussex 545.1 days Not Available 
State 1,151.7 days 257.9 days* 

*New Castle County only. 

SlIPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

PERFORMANCE BREAKDOWNS 

COMPLAINTS - METHOD 

Default Judgment Voluntary DIsmissal 

77 4.5% 1,249 72.7% 
13 6.3% 177 85.9% 
25 11. 3% 144 64.9% 

115 5.4% 1,570 73.2% 

COMPLAINTS-ELAPSED TIME 

Default Judgment Voluntary DIsmissal 

151.9 days 552.3 days 
118.6 days 513.5 days 
129.8 days 507.6 days 
143.3 days 543.8 days 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County and Sussex County ProthonotarIes' OffIces. 
AdminIstrative Office of the Courts. 

Other 

173 10.1% 
1 1 5.3% 
45 20.3% 

229 10.7% 

Other 

902.0 days 
654.9 days 
814.1 days 
872.9 days 
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TOTAL 

1,718 100.0% 
206 100.0% 
222 100.0% 

2,146 100.0% 

TOTAL 

571.5 days 
509.5 days 
528.5 days 
561 • 1 day s 

I 
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SUPERiOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

PERFORMANCE BREAKDOWNS 

MECHANIC'S LIENS AND MORTGAGES - METHOD 

METHOD OF DISPOSITION 

Number of Cases Disposed of by: 

Trial Arbitrator's Order Default Judgment Voluntary Dismissal 

New Castle 3 0.8% 7 1 .8% 154 38.6% 155 38.8% 
Kent 1 1. 4% Not AvaJlable 36 52.2% 30 43.5% 
Sussex 2 1. 8% Not Available 53 46.9% 46 40.7% 
State 6 1. 0% 7* 1.2% 243 41. 8% 231 39.8% 

MECHANIC'S LIENS AND MORTGAGES - ELAPSED TIME 

AVERAGE TIME FROM FILING TO DISPOSITION 

Cases Disposed of by: 

Trial Arbitrator's Order Default Judgment Voluntary DIsmIssal 

New Castle 569.0 days 319.6 days 98.5 days 256.5 days 
Kent 797.0 days Not Available 104.8 days 387.4 days 
Sussex 1,231.0 days Not Avallable 135.7 days 262.2 days 
State 827.7 days 319.6 days* 107.5 days 274.6 days 

*New Castle County only. 

Source: New Castle County, Kent County and Sussex County Prothonot&rles' Offices. 
AdminIstrative OffIce of the Courts. 

Other 

80 20.1 % 
2 2.9% 

12 10.6% 
94 16.2% 

Other 

1,050.3 days 
225.0 days 
758.5 days 
995.5 days 

399 
69 

113 
581 
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TOTAL 

100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 

TOTAL 

358.1 day s 
236.9 days 
272.7 days 
327.7 days 



NUlItbelr of 
c.nses 

l2.000 
SUPERIOR COURT 

10':YEIIR WORi<LOiln TREND ,\N!' S-i'EIIR WORJ{j.QIID PROJECTIONS 
TOTAl. 

IICTUIIL PROJECTED 
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,561 ~58 
lOt;---

10,000 

.n-< I - -------- ------------. 111.------ 9,'-- 9,')25 
9,212 9,450 9,607 

S.OOi] 

6.000_ 

4.000 

~.OOO 

1,20a 

7,515 7,127 ~OVi _ ~ 1,674 
_ _ _ _ _ - 0 '.on '.'" 1,101 _ _ 0 _ - 7,642 '.'" '.'" _ _ _ _ '.m - _-- r--/ 

7,258 6,964 0 - - - 0 1,157 1,35;; 
6,356~ 

5,117" 

NO'I'ES, 11 Tr~"d UneS coo.pute<S by linear regreaaion analYlliI>. 
2) Superior Courthb~ civil jur19~ictlon over terminations 

and adoptions until ml<S-FT 1981. Thele cases are not 
included ",hell developing th .. trend lines, aS9urinq 
that con9tan~ jurisdiction is used. 

"llmended from 19B6 Annual Report 

fiUnq9 0---0 

Olsposi Hona 0 - - 0 

Pending at: I;ntt of Year 6. 6 

8,974 

0---0 

II • 

Fillnqc-Bascd on Past 5 Yesrs 
(1983-1997) of Actual Filings 
uslnq Cons""nt Jurisdiction. 

Fil1nqs-Based on Past 10 fears 
(IS7B-19B7) of /lctual Filings 
using Constant Juriscltion. 

o 
L-- I I 1 -I ~ I -+--1 

Finenl Yeat": 19'1" 1979 1980 1981 1'382 19B) 19M 199!; 1986 19B7 19B!! 1989 1990 1991 1992 

source: Admlni9tr1>tive DrUce of the Courts 
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SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
ARBITRATION 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

I. Arbitration Is compulsory for civil cases In whJch~ 

a) Trial Is available, and 
b) Monetary damages are sought, and 
c) Non-monetary damages are Insubstantial, and 
d) Damages do not exceed $30,000 (to Increase to $50,000 on 1/1/88). 
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2. The PresIdent Judge of Superior Court or his designee Is to select the arbItrator for an arbitratIon 
proceeding subject to the fol lowIng guidelines: 

a) The parties may request a specific arbitrator by Joint agreement, or 
b) If the partIes fall to agree upon a set arbItrator of theIr choice, the Court then Is to provide 

a lIst of three (3) alternative arbitrators for revIew by the partIes. The plalfitlff(s) and the 
defendant(s) may each strIke one alternatIve arbItrator, and the Court Is to appoInt the arbitrator 
from the remainIng alternatIve arbItrators. 

3. The arbitrator's decIsion Is to be In the form of a written order. The order Is to become a judgement 
of the Court unless a Triai cie ~ Is requested. Any party may request a forlal ~~ before Superior 
Court wIthIn 20 days fol lowing the arbitrator's order. 

4. The Arbitration UnIt of the SuperIor Court prepares an annual report whIch reviews In greater detail 
the operation of the SuperIor Court arbitration program. 
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SUPERIOR COURT 
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

ARBITRATION 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending Pending Change 
6/30/86 Fillngs* D hspos I t I on s** 6/30/87 In Pending 

New Castle 677 1,367 1 , t 1 2 932 +255 
Kent 87 182 163 106 + 19 
Sussex 95 269 221 143 + 48 
State 859 1,818 1,496 t • t 81 +322 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
WORKLOAD 

FlllnQ.:.* 

1986 1987 Change % Change 

New Castle 1. 100 1,367 +267 +24.3% 
Kent 181 182 + 1 + 0.6% 
Sussex 220 169 + 49 +22.3% 
State 1,501 1, a 18 +317 +21. 1 % 

DJ spos I t I on s** 

1986 1987 Change % Change ---
New Castle 904 1 • 112 +208 +23.0% 
Kent 163 163 0 0.0% 
Sussex 189 221 + 32 +16.9% 
Stat~ 1.256 1,496 +240 +19.1% 

*Includes new arbitratIon cases. cases stipulated Into arbitratIon, cases reactivated, and 
cases omitted previously. 

**Includes cases removed before hearing, final dispositions at hearing, and de novo appeals. 

Source: Court Admtnlstrator, SuperIor Court 
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% Change 

+37.7% 
+21.8% 
+50.5% 
+37.5% 
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Fill NGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussesx 
State 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

PENDING AT END OF YEAR 

New Castle 
KenT 
Sussex 
State 

SUPERIOR COURT 
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

ARBITRATION 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY (ContInued) 

Cases ElIgIble for ArbttratJon* 

Arbltratlon** 
Cases Filed 

1.321 
178 
263 

1,762 

48.9% 
48.0% 
58.8% 
50.0% 

All Civil Cases 

ArbltratJon** 
Cases Ft led 

1,321 
178 
263 

1,762 

37.6% 
36.1% 
47.0% 
38.6% 

AwaItIng 
ResponsIve 
Pleadln_g_ 

873 93.7% 
80 75.5% 

115 80.4% 
1,068 90.4% 

Non-ArbItratIon 
Cases FIled 

1,382 51.1% 
193 52.0% 
184 41.2% 

1,759 50.0% 

Non-ArbItration 
Cases FIled 

2,192 62.4% 
315 63.9% 
296 53.0% ---

2,803 61.4% 

AssIgned to 
An Arbitrator 

59 6.3% 
26 24.5% 
28 19.6% 

113 ~ 

*Includes complaints and mechanic's liens and mortgages. 
**Includes only new filIngs. 

Source: Court AdmInIstrator, Superior Court 

Total F II ed 

2,703 100.0% 
371 100.0% 
447 100.0% 

3,521 100.0% 

Total Flied 

3,513 100.0% 
493 100.0% 
559 100.0% 

4,565 100.0% 

Totals 

932 
106 
143 

1 , 1 8 1 

100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 
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New C<lstle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Compl<llnts 

SUPERIOR COURT 
ARBITRATION 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 

TYPES OF FILINGS* 

Number of FI lings 

Compl<lints 

1.085 
133 
152 

1, 370 

Number of FilIngs 

82.1% 
74.7% 
57.8% 
77 .8% 

Mechanic's Liens 
and Mortgages 

236 
45 

111 
392 

17.9% 
25.3% 
42.2% 
22.2% 

Person<ll Personal Debt/Breach ArbItration 
Injury (Auto) Injury (Non-Auto) --

New Castle 495 45.6% 118 10.9% 
Kent 37 27.8% 12 9.0% 
Sussex 49 32.2% 10 6.6% 
State 58t 42.4% 140 10.2% 

MechanIc's LIens and Mortgages 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

*Includes only new filings. 

~umber of FIlIngs 
MechanIc's LIens 

65 27.5% 
13 28.9% 
42 37.8% 

120 30.6% 

Source: Court Administrator. SuperIor Court. 

of Contract Board "Appeals 

324 29.9% 87 8.0% 
63 47.4% 16 12.0% 
75 49.3% 12 7.9% 

462 33.7% 115 8.4% 

Mortgages 

171 72.5% 
32 71.1% 
69 62.2% 

272 69.4% 

Total 

1,321 
178 
263 

100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 

1,762 100.0% 
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Other Total 

61 5.6% 1,085 100.0% 
5 3.8% 133 100.0% 
6 4.0% 152 100.0% 

72 5.3% 1,370 100.0% 

Total 

236 100.0% 
45 100.0% 

1 11 100.0% 
392 100.0% 
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Number of Diseositions 
Removed 
Before Hearing* 

New Castle 666 59.9% 
Kent 100 61 .3% 
Sussex 158 71.5% 
state 924 61 . 8~o 

Removed Before Hearing* 

Number of Dispositions 
Default 

SUPERIOR COURT 
ARBITRATION 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 

METHOD OF DISPOSITION 

Final Disposition 
Arbitrator's Order** 

216 19.4% 
27 16.6% 
23 10.4% 

266 17.8r. 

De Novo Appeal*** 

230 20.7% 
36 22.1% 
40 18.1 % 

306 20.4% 

Judgment Dismissal Settled Other 

New Castle 179 26.9% 413 
Kent 37 37 . O~O 49 
Sussex 60 38.0r. 67 
State 276 29.9r. 529 

Arbitrator's Orders 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Number of Dispositions 
Final Disposition** 

216 48.4% 
27 42.9~o 

23 36.5% 
266 46.5% 

62.0% 
49.0% 
42.4% 
57.3% 

3 0.4% 71 10.7% 
0 o.or. 14 14.0r. 
1 0.6% 30 19.0% 
4 0.4% 115 12.4% 

De Novo Appeal*** 

230 51.6% 446 
36 57.1% 63 
40 63.5% 63 

306 53.5% 572 
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Total 

1 ,112 100.0~o 

163 100.0% 
221 100.0% 

1 f 496 100.0~o 

Total 

666 100.0% 
100 100.0r. 
158 100.0% 
924 100.0% 

Total 

100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0~o 

100.0~o 

*Includes dispositions before hearing and removals (certificate of value, stay orders, etc.) 
**Cases in which the arbitrator's decision is not appealed ~~. 

***Cases in which the arbitrator's decision is appealed ~~. 

Source: Court Administrator, Superior Court. 



SUPERiOR COURT PAGE ARB I TRA TI ON =90= FISCAL YEAR 1987 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 
NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

FINAL DISPOSITION* DE NOVO APPLICATIONS HEARINGS 

Order for Pia Tn. Order for Def. All 
Judg. Judg. App. App. App. App. 
for for by by by by 

PlaIn. Def. DismIss TOTAL PlaIn. Def. Total Plain. Def. Total I TOTAL TOTAL ---
Personal 
Injury (auto) 97 9 2 108 28 41 69 13 14 83 191 

Personal 
Injury Cnon-auto) 25 10 2 37 5 9 14 22 0 22 36 73 

Debt/Breach 
of Contract 34 7 42 15 35 50 12 13 63 105 

ArbitratIon 
Board Appeal 1 1 5 0 16 2 :3 5 10 0 10 15 31 

Other Complaints 5 2 0 7 4 7 11 8 0 8 19 26 

~1echanlc's LIen 5 0 0 5 2 5 7 2 :3 10 15 

Mortgage 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 0 4 5 

TOTAL 178 33 5 216 56 104 160 67 3 70 230 446 

*Arbltrator's order 
judgement. 

Is not fol lowed by ~~ applicatIon. In such cases. the arbItrator's order becomes a 

Judg. = Judgement 
PlaIn. = PlaIntiff 
Def. Defendant 
App. = AppllcaTton 

Source: Court AdminIstrator. Superior Court. 
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SUPERIOR COURT 
ARB 11 . AT I ON 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 
KENT COUNTY 

FINAL DISPOSITION* DE NOVO APPLICATIONS 

Order for PlaIn. Order for Def. All 
Judg. Judg. App. App. App. App. 
for for by by by by 

P I a In. Def. DIsmIss TOTAL P I a In. Def. Total PlaIn. Def. Tota I TOTAL I 

Personal 
I n j u r y (a u to) 12 0 13 8 7 15 4 0 4 19 

Personal 
Injury (non-auto) 3 0 4 0 3 0 3 4 

Debt/Breach 
of Contract 4 0 5 3 5 8 2 0 2 10 

Arbitration 
Board Appeal 3 0 4 0 0 0 0 

Other ComplaInts 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

MechanIc's LIen 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mortgage , 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -
TOTAL 23 4 0 27 11 15 26 10 0 10 36 

*Arbltrator's order 
judgement. 

is not followed by de novo applIcatIon. In such cases, the arbItrator's order becomes a 

Judg. = Judgement 
Plain. = PlaintIff 
Def. 
App. 

Source: 

Defendant 
Appllcatton 

Court AdminIstrator, SuperIor Court. 
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HEARINGS 

TOTAL 

32 

8 

15 

5 

63 



Personal 
Injury (auto) 

Personal 
Injury (non-auto) 

Debt/Breach 
of Contract 

ArbItratIon 
Board Appeal 

Other ComplaInts 

MechanIc's LIen 

Mortgage 

TOTAL 

FINAL DISPOSITION* 

Judg. Judgo 
for for 

PlaIn. Def. DIsmIss ---

8 o 

2 2 o 

.5 o o 

o 

o o 

o o o 

o 

18 .5 o 

SUPERIOR COURT 
ARBITRATION 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 
SUSSEX COUNTY 

DE NOVO APPLICATIONS 

Order for Pia tn. Order for Def. 
App. App. App. App. 

by by by by 
TOTAL Plain. Def. Total Plain. Def. 

9 3 2 .5 2 o 

4 2 o 2 3 o 

.5 4 6 10 10 o 

2 o 2 2 o 

o o o o 

o o 3 3 o 

2 o o o o o 

23 9 13 22 18 o 

A II 

Total TOTAL 

2 7 

3 .5 

10 20 

3 

4 

o o 

18 40 
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HEARINGS 

TOTAL 

16 

9 

2.5 

.5 

2 

4 

2 

63 

*Arbrtrator's order Is not followed by ~~ application. In such cases, the arbitrator's order becomes a 
Judgement. 
Judg. = Judgement 
PlaIn. = PlaIntiff 
Def. Defendant 
App. = ApplicatIon 

Source: Court AdmInIstrator, SuperIor Court. 
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ARB I IRA TI ON 
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 
STATE 

FINAL DISPOSITION* DE NOVO APPLICATIONS IHEARINGS 

Order for PlaIn. Order for Def. A II 
Judge Judg. App. App. App. App. 
for for by by by by 

PlaIn. Def. DIsmIss TOTAL P J a In. Def. Total Plain. Def. Tota I TOTAL I TOTAL 

Personal 
Injury (auto) 117 1 1 2 130 39 50 89 19 20 109 239 

Personal 
Injury (non-auto) 30 13 2 45 7 10 17 28 0 28 45 90 

Debt/Breach 
of Contract 43 8 52 I 22 46 68 24 25 93 145 

ArbItratIon 
Board Appeal 15 7 0 22 2 5 7 12 0 12 19 41 

Other ComplaInts 6 2 0 8 4 8 12 9 0 9 21 29 

MechanIc's LIen 5 0 0 5 2 9 11 3 4 15 20 

Mortgage 3 0 4 0 4 4 0 0 0 4 8 

TOTAL 219 42 5 266 76 132 208 95 3 98 306 572 

*Arbltrator's oruer 
judgement. 

Is not followed by de novo applIcatIon. In such cases, the arbTtrator's order becomes a 

Judg. = Judgement 
PlaIn. = PlaIntiff 
Def. Defendant 
App. = ApplIcatIon 

Source: Court AdmInIstrator, SuperIor Court. 



New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Average TIme From 
Date of FIlIng to 
Date of Appointment 

131.7 days 
102.0 days 
107.5 days 
125.7 days 

Average TIme 
From FI ling to 
Final Dlsposltton* 

209.7 days 
185.4 days 
199.2 days 
206.3 days 

SUPERIOR COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
ARB I TRA TI ON 

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 

Average Time From 
Date of AppoIntment 
To Date of HearIng 

57.6 days 
72.1 days 
66.3 days 
60.2 days 

Average TIme 
From FTI Ing to 
De Novo Appeal 

215.6 days 
203.0 days 
190.9 days 
210.9 days 

COMPLIANCE WITH 40-DAY RULE*** 

Number of HearIngs Held Number of HearIngs Held 
WIthIn 40 Days After More Than 40 Days After 
Appointment of ArbItrator AppoIntment of ArbItrator 

186 41.7% 260 58.3% 
21 33.3% 42 66.7% 
23 36.5% 40 63.5% 

230 40.2% 342 59.8% 

*Dtsposed of at arbItratIon hearIng and not fol lowed by ~~ appeal. 
**AI I cases for whIch an arbItratIon hearIng was held. 

Average Time From 
Date of FilIng 
To Date of Hearing 

189.3 days 
174.1 days 
173.8 days 
185.9 days 

Average TIme from FIlIng 
to FInal DIsposItIon or 
De Novo Appeal** 

212.7 days 
195.5 days 
193.9 days 
208.8 days 

Total Number of 
HearIngs Held 

446 100.0% 
63 100.0% 
63 100.0% 

572 100.0% 

***Superlor Court Ctvl I Rule 16(c)(6)(A) states that the arbitratIon hearIng Is to be held wIthin 
40 days of the appoIntment. ArbItrators are authorIzed to grant an extensIon of tIme for a 
hearIng to a date certaIn. 

Source: Court AdmInIstrator, Superior Court 

• ! 

• 
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Average TIme From 
Date of FIlIng to 
Date of AppoIntment 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Average Time From 
Date of AppoIntment 
To Date of Hearing 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Average TIme From 
Date of FIlIng 
To Date of HearIng 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

1986 

136.7 days 
93.7 days 
79.2 days 

122.0 days 

1986 

35.3 days 
52.3 days 
50.0 days 
40.0 days 

1986 

172.0 days 
146.0 days 
129.2 days 
162.0 days 

SUPERIOR COURT 
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

ARBITRATION 
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY (ContInued) 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
ELAPSED TIME - FILING TO HEARING 

1987 Chan~ 

131.7 days - 5.0 days 
102.0 days + 8.3 days 
107.5 days +28.3 days 
125.7 days + 3.7 days 

1987 Change 

57.6 days +22.3 day::; 
72. 1 days +19.8 days 
66.3 days +16.3 days 
60.2 days +20.2 days 

1987 Chan~ 

189.3 days +17.3 days 
174.1 days +28.2 days 
173.8 days +44.6 days 
185.9 days +23.9 days 

Source: Court AdminIstrator, Superior Court 
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% Change 

- 3.7% 
+ 8.9% 
+35.7% 
+ 3.0% 

% Chan~e 

+63.2% 
+37.9% 
+32.6% 
+50.5% 

% Change 

+10.1% 
+19.2% 
+34.5% 
+14.8% 



Average TIme 
From Filing to 
FInal Disposltlon* 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Average Time 
From F I I In g to 
De Novo Appeal 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Average TIme From 

1986 

200.6 days 
191.0 days 
175.3 days 
195.4 days 

1986 

190.5 days 
192.6 days 
146.6 days 
185.6 days 

FIlIng to Final Disposition 
Or De Novo Appeal** 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

1986 

195.2 days 
192.0 days 
162.1 days 
19~.2 days 

SUPERiOR COURT 
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

ARB ITRAT I Ot-l 
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY (Continued) 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
ELAPSED TIME - FILING TO DISPOSITION/APPEAL 

1987 Chan~ 

209.7 days + 9.1 days 
185.4 days - 5.6 days 
199.2 days +23.9 days 
206.3 days +10.9 days 

1987 Change 

215.6 days +15.1 days 
203.0 days +10.4 days 
190.9 days +44.3 days 
210.9 days +25.3 days 

1987 Chan~ 

212.7 days +17.5 days 
195.5 days -I- 3.5 days 
193.9 days +31.8 days 
208.8 days +18.6 days 

*Dlsposed of at arbItratIon hearing and not followed by ~~ 
**AI I cases for which an arbItration hearIng was held. 

appeal. 

Source: Court AdmInistrator, Superior Court 
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% Change 

+ 4.5% 
- 2.9% 
+13.6% 
+ 5.6% 

% Change 

+ 7.9% 
+ 5.4% 
+30.2% 
+13.6% 

% Change 

+ 9.0% 
+ 1.8% 
+19.6% 
+ 9.8% 
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Number of HearIngs Held 
WIthIn 40 Days After 
AppoIntment of ArbItrator 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Number of HearIngs Held 
More Than 40 Days After 
AppoIntment of Arbitrator 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Total Number 
of HearIngs fleld 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

1986 

183 
28 
35 

246 

1986 

158 
40 
30 

228 

1986 

341 
68 
65 

474 

SUPERIOR COURT 
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

ARBITRATION 
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY (ContInued) 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
HEARINGS HELD 

1987 

186 
21 
23 

230 

1987 

260 
42 
40 

342 

19B7 

446 
63 
63 

572 

Change 

+ 3 
- 7 
-12 
-16 

Change 

+102 
+ 2 
+ 10 
+114 

Change 

+105 
5 
2 

+ 98 

Source: Court AdmInIstrator, SuperIor Court 

% Change 

+ 1.6% 
-25.0% 
-34.3% 
- 6.5% 

% Change 

+64.6% 
+ 5.0% 
+33.3% 
+50.0% 

% Change 

+30.8% 
- 7.4% 
- 3.1% 
+20.7% 
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LAW LIBRARIES 
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The standards for the control and supervIsIon of the three Law LIbrarIes are set In 10 Del. Code 51941. 

There are three Law LIbrarIes located In the State of Delaware, staffed and maintaIned by state funds 
and each presIded over by a Law Librarian. The lIbrarIes are named after the counties In which they are 
situated. 

The primary function of the Law LIbraries Is to provide a legal InformatIon center for the JudIciary, 
PublIc Defender's Office, legal representatives of counties and municipalIties, cIty solicItors, and members 
of the Delaware Bar. They are also the officIal deposItories for state laws, administrative regulatIons, and 
court rules. The lIbraries are made available to registered law students to assIst them In preparation for 
state bar examinations and In their legal education. AI I three libraries are designated as official deposItory 
librarIes by the U.S. Government PrintIng Office. As state-supported agencies, the libraries are available 
to the general public during normal workIng hours although use of the Kent County Law Library has sometImes 
been limIted to court-related users. AssIstance Is given to persons wIshing to use the facilities whenever 
possIble. 

The New Castle County Law Library, located In the Public BuildIng, Wilmington, Delaware, Is the busiest 
of the three libraries. It houses about 25,000 books and there Is presently seated workIng space for about 
32 persons at one tIme. The recent purchase of a reader-prInter whIch can make positive printouts from both 
ultraflche and microfiche records has been a help to the Law LIbrary and Its users. The facIlity Is maIntaIned 
and adminIstered by a Law LibrarIan and a LIbrary Asslst~nt. The Kent County Law LIbrary, due to Its location, 
Is desIgnated as the State LIbrary. It houses the largest legal lIbrary maIntaIned by the state wIth about 
35,000 volumes and Is staffed by one Law LIbrarIan. The Sussex County Law Library Is staffed by one Law 
LIbrarIan and houses about 14,000 volumes. 

The Law LIbraries are responsIble for adminIstrative lIbrary work as wei I as maintaInIng the bookkeeping 
records requIred by the State. These duties and responsIbIlities Include but are not limited to the fol lowIng: 
Insertion of pocket parts, maintenance of loose leaf service bookkeeping for the agency's accounts, preparing 
Invoices for lIbrary expendItures, fIling and Indexing reported and unreported opInIons from the several courts, 
obtaInIng and fl lIng copIes of rules and regulations promulgated by the governmental agencIes. maintaining 
of books and their monetary values, obtaIning and fl lIng statutes from the LegIslative CouncIl and other states, 
handlIng requests from varIous persons for InformatIon contaIned In the lIbrary, handlIng special requests 
for research work from the Judges, planning and recommendIng development and Improvement of services, wrItIng 
reports, and performing other dutIes assocIated with lIbrary work. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

New Castle County Law Library 
Publ ic Build ing 
1020 North King street 
Wilmington, DE 19801 

(571-2437) 

Law Librarian 
Rene Yucht 

Library Assistant 
AIda Monsen 

LAW LIBRARIES 

PERSONNEL 

KENT COUNTY 

Kent County Law Library 
Kent County Courthouse 
38 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901 

(736-5467) 

Law Librariar, 
Harold J. Hester 

SUSSEX COUNTY 
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Sussex County Law Library 
Sussex County Courthouse 
The Circle 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

(856-5483, 856-5235) 

Law Librarian 
Mary Tylecki Dickson 



-----.----------



FAMILY COURT 

Legal Authorization 

The Family Court Act, Title 10, Chapter 9, Delaware Code, authorizes the Family Court. 

Geographic OrganIzation 
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The Family Court Is a unified statewide Court with branches In New Castle County at Wilmington, Kent 
County at Dover, and Sussex County at Georgetown. 

Legal Jurisdiction 

The FamIly Court has had conferred upon It by the General Assembly Jurisdiction over juvenl Ie 
delinquency, child neglect, dependency, chi Id abuse, adult misdemeanor crimes against Juveniles, chi Id and 
spouse support, paternity of children, custody and vIsItation of children, adoptions, terminations of parental 
rights, divorces and annulments, property divisions, specific enforcement of separation agreements, guardian­
ship over minors, Imperiling the famIly relationship, and Intra-family misdemeanor crimes. 

The Family Court doos not have Jurisdiction over adults charged with felonies or juveniles charged with 
first degree murder, rape, or kidnapping. 

Cases are appealed to the Supreme Court with the exceptIon of adult criminal cases which a~e appealed 
to the Superior Court. 

Judges 

Number: The Court Is al lowed 13 judges of equal judicial authority, one of whom Is appointed by the 
Governor as Chief Judge and who Is the chief administrative and executIve officer for the Court. A bare 
majorIty of the judges must be of one major political party with the remainder of the other major political 
party. 

Appointment: The Governor appoints the judges, subject to confirmation by the Senate. 

Tenure: The judges are appointed for 12-year terms. 

Qualifications: Judges must have been duly admitted to the practice of law before the Supreme Court 
of Delaware at least 5 years prior to appointment and must have a knowledge of the law and interest In and 
understanding of family and child problems. They shal I not practice law during their tenure and may be 
reappointed. 
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Other Judicial Personnel 

The Chief Judge appoints and commissions masters for ~he Court who shal I hold office at his pleasure 
and must have resIded In the State for at least 5 years prior to their appoIntment. Masters may hear any 
matters properly before them, and theIr decIsIons become Judgements of the Court unless dIsapproved by a 
judge. PartIes may request a revIew de novo by a judge, by petItIonIng In writIng wIthIn 15 days of the 
master's decIsIon. 

Support Personnel 

The 3 major admInIstratIve dIvisions of the Court are Court Operations, Fiscal Services, and Personnel 
Services. Fiscal Services and Personnel ServIces perform staff functIons, whereas Court Operations Is 
responsIble for the delivery of services to the publIc. 
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The FamIly Court has a staff of more than 220 persons In additIon to the JudIcIary. The staff Includes 
clerks of court, JudicIal secretarIes, counselors, accountIng personnel, clerks, clerk-typists, bailIffs, 
process servers, and hearIng officers In medIation and arbItration cases, as wei I as volunteers workIng In 
al I areas of the Court. 

Caseload Trends 

Total fl lIngs In Family Court were vIrtually unchanged between FY 1986 and FY 1987, with 34,925 total 
filings durIng FY 1987 as compared wIth an amended total of 34,979 total fIlings In FY 1986. The total fl lIngs 
during FY 1987 was the second largest for a fIscal year In FamIly Court, surpassed only by the total from 
FY 1986. 

There was a 5.8% drop In total disposItIons from an amended total of 34,916 dIsposItIons In FY 1986 to 
32,892 total dispositIons In FY 1987. As with total fIlings, the total number of dlspostlons In Family Court 
during FY 1987 was greater than the total for any fiscal year except for FY 1986. 

The Impact of the decrease In dIspositIons from the record levels of FY 1986 can be seen In the Increase 
In total pendIng. The total pending rose from an amended total of 7,761 at the end of FY 1986 to 9,794 at 
the end of FY 1987, an Increase of 26.2%. This Is the largest total pendIng at the end of a fIscal year for 
Family Court, Increasing by 2,033 from the previous record set In FY 1986. 



NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Associate Judges 
Han. James J. Ho~gan (0, 9/29/88) 

Kathy Mo~t, Sec~eta~y 

(571-2229) 
Han. Jay Paul James (R, 7/31/90) 

Bunny J. Senn 
(571-2226) 

Han. Ka~l J. Pa~~ish (0, 10/30/90) 
Te~~y A. Ko~ycki, Sec~eta~y 

(571-2232) 
Han. John T. Gallaghe~ (0, 11/6/91) 

Diane H. Rugge~io, Sec~eta~y 

(571-3923) 
Han. Jay H. Conne~ (R, 12/17/93) 

Dolo~es A. Howa~d, Sec~eta~y 

(571-6286) 
Han. Cha~les K. Keil (0, 9/30/95) 

Ma~ianne H. O'Donnell, Sec~eta~y 

(571-2432) 
Han. Peggy L. Ableman (0, 9/30/95) 

Ba~ba~a Ann Hedgepath, Sec~eta~y 

(571-2257) 
Han. Robe~t W. Wakefield (R, 9/30/97) 

Ca~ol Walton, Sec~etary 

(571-2254) 

FAMILY COURT 

JUDICIARY 

Chief Judge 
Han. Robe~t D. Thompson (0,10/25/86) 

G~ace Davis, Sec~etary 

(856-5301 ) 
Lynn Booth, Sec~eta~y 

(571-2205) 

KENT COUNTY 

Associate Judges 
Han. David P. Buckson (R, 4/24/87) 

Ruth Potte~, Secreta~y 

(736-4565) 
Han. Roge~ D. Kelsey (R, 7/28/87) 

Ka~en Price, Secreta~y 
(736-4513 ) 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Associate Judges 
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Han. Battle R. Robinson (R, 8/29/97) 
Judy Maddox, Sec~eta~y 

(856-5540) 
Han. Kenneth M. Millman (R, 10/31/98) 

Ruth Chasanov, Sec~eta~y 

(856-5417, 856-5320) 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Family Court 
Family Court Building 
900 King Street 
P.O. Box 2359 
Wilmington, DE 19899 

(571-2200) 

Chief Master 
D. Thomas Reardon 

Pat Kane, Secretary 
(571-2315) 

Masters 
William H. McDonough 

Joy Billinge, Secretary 
(571-2417) 

frederick Kenney 
Joan Prettyman, Secretary 
(571-2593) 

Mary Ann Herlihy 
Mary Lou McNulty, Secretary 
(571-2212) 

Susan Paikin 
Carolyn Wrightson, Secretary 
(571-2303) 

H. Kemp Vye 
Pat Berry, Secretary 
(571-2282) 

FAMILY COURT 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

KENT COUNTY 

Family Court 
Arden Building 
11 North Street 
P.O. Box 310 
Dover, DE 19901 

(736-4501) 

Gary E. Grubb 
Janice Carroll, Secretary 
(736-5031) 

Mark Buckworth 
Carolyn Downs, Secretary 
(736-5359) 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Family Court 
Family Court Building 
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Race and East Pine Streets 
P.O. Box 609 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

(856-7702) 

Pamela Deeds Holloway 
Peggy Butler, Secretary 
(856-5638) 

Andrew Horsey, Jr. 
Kay VanAuken, Secretary 
(856-5405) 



FOR THE STATEWIDE COURT 

Administrator 
James T. Glessner 

(571-2216) 

Chief of Fiscal Services 
William B. Breighner 

(571-2222) 

Chief of Personnel Services 
Hope M. Murray 

(571-2296) 

Director for Research & Planning 
Emmett M. p.grtin 

(571-2215) 

Director for Treatment Services 
Janis F. Harrison 

(571-2219) 

Director of Support 
John R. Carrow 

(571-2622) 

Director of Legal Services 
Patricia Tate Stewart 

(571-2280) 

FAMILY COURT 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED) 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Director 
Randall E. Williams 

(571-2241) 

KENT COUNTY 

Director 
James F. Truitt 

(736-4297) 
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SUSSEX COUNTY 

Director 
Robert F. Stuart 

(856-5515) 
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Number of Filings 
Pending 
6/30/86 Filed ---

New Castle 4,352* 20,605 
I<en t 1,686* 6,781 
Sussex 1,723* ~39 

State 7,761* 34,925 

FILED 

FAMILY COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Disposed 

19,030 
6,761 
7 ,101 

32,892 

Fending 
6/30/87 

5,927 
1 ,706 
2,161 
9,794 

COMPARISON - FISCAL Y[ARS 1986-1987 
WORKLOAD 

Number of Filings 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

1986 

19,711* 
7,610* 
7,658* 

34,979* 

Number of Filinqs 
1986 

19,874* 
7,523* 
7 ,519* 

34,916* 

*Amended from 1986 Annual Report. 

Source: Statistician, Family Court 

1987 Change 

20,605 + 894 
6,781 - 829 
7,539 - 119 ---

34,925 54 

1987 Chan9..!::. 

19,030 844 
6,761 762 
7 ,101 418 

32,892 -2,024 

Change In 
Pending 

+1,575 
+ 20 
+ 438 
+2,033 
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~~ Change 
In Pending 

+36 . 2~~ 
+ 1.2% 
+25 • 4~~ ---
+26.2~~ 

~~ Change 

+ 4.5~~ 

-10.9% 
- 1. 6~'; 
- 0.2~~ 

% Change 

- 4.2% 
-10.1% 
- 5.6~~ 

- 5.8% 

.~. 



FAMILY COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 

TOTAL CASES 
WORKLOAD 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
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I. The unIt of count In Family Court adult crIminal, Juvenile delinquency, and civil cases Is the filIng. 

2. A crImInal or delinquency filIng Is defIned as one IncIdent flied agaInst one IndIvIdual. Each IncIdent 
ls counted separately, so that three IncIdents brought before the Court on a sIngle IndIvIdual are counted 
as three crImInal or delinquency filIngs. 

a. A single crlmln~1 or delInquency filing may be comprIsed of single or multlpie charges relatIng to 
a single Incident. 

b. A crImInal fl lIng Is receIved by the Cou"t In the form of an Information or a complaint, and a 
delinquency fIling Is receIved by the Court In the form of a petitIon or a complaInt. 

3. A clvl I fl lIng Is defIned as a sIngle clvl I Incident fIled with FamIly Court. A clvl I IncIdent Is 
InItIated by a petItion. In the Instance of a dIvorce, although the petitIon may contaIn multIple matters 
ancillary to the dIvorce, each petItion Is counted as one fIling. 
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New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

FILED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Number 
Pending 
6/30/86 

457 
73 

158 
688 

of Filings 

Filed 

2,418 
434 
646 ---

3,498 

FAMILY COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
ADULT CRIMINAL CASES 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Disposed 

2,260 
372 
650 

3,282 

Pending 
6/30/87 

615 
135 
154 
904 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
ADULT CRIMINAL CASES 

WORKLOAD 

Number of Filings 
1986 1987 Chan~ 

2,132 2,418 +286 
404 434 + 30 
636 646 + 10 

3,172 3,45'8 +326 

Number of Filings 
1986 1987 Chan~ 

1,977 2,260 +283 
373 372 1 
590 650 + 60 

2,940 3,282 +342 

Source: Statistician, Family Court 

Change In 
Pending 

+158 
+ 62 

4 
+216 
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~~ Change 
In Pending 

+ 34.6% 
+ 84.9% 

2.5% 
+ 31. 4% 

% Change 

+13.4% 
+ 7.4% 
+ 1.6% 
+10.3~~ 

% Change 

+14.3% 
- 0.3% 
+10.2% 
+11. 6~~ 



Number of filings 
Pending 
6/30/86 filed 

New Castle 1 ,152 4,366 
Kent 237 1 ,125 
Sussex 324 1 ,574 
State 1 ,713 7,065 

fAMILY COURT 

fISCAL YEAR 1987 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

pi<l()()~~c! 

4,181 
1 ,154 
1 ,379 
6,714 

Pending 
6/30/87 

1 ,337 
208 
519 

2,064 

COMPARISON - fISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES 

WORKLOAD 

fILED 
Number of filings 
1986 1987 Change 

New Castle 4,266 4,366 + 100 
Kent 1,096 1 ,125 + 29 
Sussex 1,334 1,574 + 240 
State 6,696 7,065 + 369 

DISPOSED 
Number of filings 
1986 1987 Change 

New Castle 4,006 4,181 + 175 
Kent 1,023 1 ,154 + 131 
Sussex 1 ,374 1 ,379 + 5 
State 6,403 6,714 + 311 

Source: Statistician, family Court 

Change In 
Pending 

+185 
- 29 
+195 
+351 
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~~ Change 
In Pending 

+16.1% 
-12.2~~ 

+60.2~~ 

+2o.5~~ 

~~ Change 

+ 2.4~~ 

+ 2.7% 
+18.0% 
+ 5.5% 

~~ Change 

+ 4.4% 
+12.8% 
+ 0.4% 
+ 4.9% 
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FILED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

PENDING AT END OF YEAR 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

CHANGE IN PENDING 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

FAMILY COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

Number of Filings 
Felony Misdemeanor 
891 20.4% 3,218 73.n~ 
220 19.6% 824 73.2% 
343 21.8~~ 1,129 71.7~~ ---

1,454 20.6~~ 5,171 73.2~~ 

Number of Filings 
Felony Misdemeanor 
845 20.2% 3,090 73.9~~ 

221 19.2% 838 7Z.6~~ 

301 21.8% 964 69.9~~ 

1 ,367 ZO.4~~ 4,892 72.9~~ 

Number of Filings 
Fel~ Misdemeanor 

322 24.n~ 940 10. 3~~ 
33 15.9% 150 72.1% 

115 22.2~~ 391 75.3% 
470 22.8% 1 ,481 71 .8~~ 

I~ u m b e r 0 f F il i n 9~ 
Felony Misdemeanor 

+ 46 +128 
1 - 14 

+ 42 +165 
+ 87 +279 

Source: Statistician, Family Court 

Traffic 
257 5.9% 

81 7.2% 

102 6.5% 

440 6.2% 

Traffic 
246 5.9% 

95 8.2% 

114 8.3% 
455 6 • 8~~ 

Traffic 
75 5 • 6~~ 
25 12.0~~ 

13 2. 5 ~~ 

113 5 • 59~ 

Traffic 
+ 11 

- 14 
- 12 

- 15 
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TOTALS 
4,366 100.0% 
1 ,125 100.0% 

1,574 100.0% 
7,065 100.0~~ 

TOTALS 
4,181 100.0% 
1 ,154 100.0% 

1 ,379 100.0% 
6,714 100.0% 

TOTALS 
1 ,337 100.0% 

208 oj 00.0% 

519 100.0% 
2,064 100.0% 

TOTALS 
+185 

- 29 
+195 

+351 



Number of Filings 
Pending 
6/30/86 Filed 

New Castle 2,743* 13,821 
Kent 1,376* 5,222 
Sussex 1 ,241 * 5,319 
State 5,360* 24,362 

FAMILY COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Disposed 

12,589 
5,235 
5,072 

22,896 

Pending 
6/30/87 

3,975 
1 ,363 
1,488 
6,826 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD 

FILED 
Number of Filings 

1986 1987 Change 

New Castle 13,313* 13,821 + 508 
Kent 6,110* 5,222 888 
Sussex 5,688* 5,319 369 
State 25,111* 24,362 749 

DISPOSED 
Number of Filings 

1986 1987 Change 

New Castle 13,891* 12,589 -1,302 
Kent 6,127* 5,235 892 
Sussex 5,555* 5,072 483 
State 25,573* 22,896 -2,677 

*Amended from 1986 Annual Report. 

Source: Statistician, Family Court 

Change In 
Pending 

+1,232 
13 

+ 247 
+1,466 

% Change 

+ 3.8% 
-14.5~o 

- 6.5~o 

- 3.0% 

% Change 

- 9.4% 
-14.6% 
- 8.7% 
-10.5~o 
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% Change 
In Pending 

+ 44.9% 
1 . 0 ~o 

+ 19.9% 
+ 27.4% 
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FILED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSED 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 

State 

Divorces 
and 

Annulments 
2,060 14.9% 

726 13.9% 
636 12.0% 

3,422 14.0% 

Visitation 
571 4 • 1 ~~ 
208 4.0% 
209 3.9% 
988 4.1% 

Divorces 
and 

Annulments 
1,858 14.8% 

645 12.3% 
614 12.1% 

3,11713.6% 

Visitation 
571 4.5% 
226 4.3% 
178 3 • 5~~ 

975 4.3% 

RTSC = Rule to Show Cause 

RTSC/ 
Other Ci v il 

Contemets 
1 ,129 8.2% 

215 4.1 % 
148 2.8% 

1 ,492 6.1% 

Impe riling 
Family 

Relations 
593 4.3% 

62 1.2% 
122 2.3% 
777 3.2% 

RTSC/ 
Other Civil 

Contemets 
1,085 8.6% 

199 3.8~~ 

119 2.3% -----
1,403 6.1% 

Imperiling 
Family 

Relations 
621 4.9% 

58 1.1% 
126 2.5% 
805 3.5% 

Source: Statistician, Family Court 

FAMILY COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

New Support 

Non-Sueeort Arrearages 
2,914 21.1% 1,824 13.2% 
1,218 23.3% 820 15.7% 
1,034 19.4% 953 17.9% 
5,16621.2% 3,597 14.8% 

Terminations 
of Parental 

Adoetions Rights 
127 0.9% 70 0.5% 

46 0.9% 23 0.4% 
38 0.7% 26 0.5% 

211 0.9% 119 0.5% 

New Support 

Non-Sueeort Arrearages 
2,590 20.6% 1,676 13.3% 
1,25624.0% 825 15.8% 

986 19.4% 882 17.4% -'--
4,832 21.1% 3,383 14.8% 

Terminations 
of Parental 

Adoetions Rights 
67 0.5% 42 0.3% 
50 1 .0% 21 0.4% 
42 o • 8~~ 34 0.7% 

159 0.7% 97 0.4% 

Support 
Modifications 

1,649 12.0% 
563 10.8% 
759 14.3% 

2,971 12.2% 

Miscellaneous 
1,387 10.0% 

469 9.0% 
613 11.5% 

2,469 10.1% 

Support 
Modifications 

1 ,337 10.6% 
601 11 .5% 
737 14.5% 

2,675 11.7% 

~1i sc e 11 an eo us 
1 ,301 10.3% 

475 9. 1 ~~ 
594 11.7% 

2,370 10.4% 
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Custody 
1 ,497 10.8% 

872 16.7% 
781 14.7% 

3,150 12.9% 

TOTALS 
13,821 100.0r. 

5,222 100.0% 
5,319 100.0% 

24,362 100.0r. 

Custod}: 
1 ,441 11 .5% 

879 16.8% 
760 15.0% --_. ---

3,080 13.5% 

TOTALS 
12,589 100.0% 

5,235 100.0% 
5,072 100.0% 

22,896 100.0% 

, ,. 
~ 
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FAMILY COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS (CONTINUED) 

PENDING AT END OF YEAR 
Divorces 

and 
Annulments 

New Castle 1,072 27.0% 
Kent 377 27.7% 
Sussex 328 22.1% 
State 1,77726.0% 

Visitation 
New Castle 162 4.1 % 
Kent 41 3.0% 
Sussex 48 3.2% 
State 251 3.7% 

CHANGE IN PENDING 
Divorces 

and 
Annulments 

New Castle +202 
Kent + 81 
Sussex + 22 
State +305 

Visitation 
New Castle 0 
Kent - 18 
Sussex + 31 
State + 13 

RTSC = Rule to Show Cause 

RTSCj 
Other Civil 

Contem2ts 
92 2.3% 
39 2.9% 
54 3.6% 

185 2.7% 

Imperiling 
Famil y 

Relations 
81 2.mo 

8 0.6% 
11 0.7% 

100 1 .5% 

RTSCj 
Other Civ il 

Contem2ts 
+ 44 
+ 16 
+ 29 
+ 89 

Imper il ing 
Family 

ReI at ions 
- 28 
+ 4 

4 
- 28 

Source: Statistician, Family Court 

New Support 
Non- Su 22o r !:. Arrearages 

898 22.6% 416 10.5% 
299 21.9~o 211 15.5% 
359 24.1% 23916 •. 1% -----

1,556 22.8% 866 12.7% 

Terminations 
of Parental 

Ado2tions Rights 
61 1.5% 71 1 .8% 
14 1 .0% 14 1.0% 
31 2.1% 24 1 .6% 

106 1 .6% 109 1.6% 

New Support 
Non-Su22ort Arrearages 

+324 +148 
- 38 5 
+ 48 + 71 
+334 +214 

Terminations 
of Parental 

Ado2tions Rights 
+ 60 + 28 

4 + 2 
4 8 

+ 52 + 22 

Support 
Modi ficat ions 

541 13.6% 
105 7 • 7~o 
169 11.4~o -----
815 11.9~o 

Miscellaneous 
179 4.5% 

70 5.1 % 
92 6.2% 

341 5.0% 

Support 
Modifications 

+312 
- 38 
+ 22 
+296 

Miscellaneous 
+ 86 

6 
+ 19 
+ 99 
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Custod~ 

402 10.1% 
185 13.6% 
133 8.9% 
720 10.6% 

TOTALS 
3,975 100.0% 
1 ,363 100.0% 
1 !488 100.0% 
6,826 100.0% 

Custody 
+ 56 

7 
+ 21 
+ 70 

TOTALS 
+1,232 

13 

+ 247 
+1,466 
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Number of 
Cases 

45,000 

40,000 

35,000 

30,000 

25,000 

20,000 

15,000 

10,000 

5,000 

o 

27,17S· 
26,526· 

2S,063· 

FI\MILY COURT 

10-YF.IIR WORKJ,oIlD TREND IINO 5-YEIIR WORKLOIID PROJECTIONS 
1UTIIL CIISES 

29,861' 30,128' 
29,478· 28,B94· 

29,799· 
/ 

26,288.,/ " 2B,953· 
" 

o 
27,713· 

-0 
24,995· 

NOTES: I) Dispositions not avaIlable for FY 197B. 
2) Trend lines computed by linear regression analysis. 

/lCTUAL PROJECTED 
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43,576 

34,979· 34'~ o ----------------
32," .,. ~.,,;. _ _ __ --------- ".'" ".00' ~' O. n.", ".'" n.m 

/0 
30,962· 

32,092 

Filings [}------{] 

Dispositions 0 - - 0 

0--0 

• • 

Filings-Based on Past S Years 
(19B3-19B7) of Actual Filings 
using Constant Jurisdiction. 

Filings-Based on Past 10 Years 
(1918-1997) of ~ctual Filings 
using Constant Jurisdiction. 3) ~doptions and terminations were added to Family Court's 

jurisdiction in early FY 1991. Adoptions and terminations 
filed in Superior Court are added in the total filIngs 
when calculating the trend lines in order to reflect a 
constant jurisdiction. 

Pending at End of Year ~ ~ 

·Revised from 19B6 Annual Report. 

9,794 

6. 

S,720· S,659· 5,195· 

7,69B' 7,761· / 

~
'517' ~ 

5,336· 

~----~----~------
3,])')* 

~ 

Fiscal Year: 1978 1979 1980 1991 19B2 19B3 19M 1905 1906 1907 1989 i999 1990 1')91 1992 
SOurce: AdministratIve Ulficc of the courts 



FAMILY COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
ARBITRATION 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
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1. ArbItratIon Is an Informal proceedIng In whIch a specIally traIned hearIng offIcer attempts to resolve 
Juvenl Ie delInquency cases InvolvIng mInor charges and adult crImInal cases InvolvIng selected mIsdemeanors. 

2. FamIly Court decIdes accordIng to establIshed crIterIa If a case should be prosecuted at a formal hearIng 
or If It should be referred to the ArbItratIon UnIt. 

3. A hearIng officer determInes If the case should be dIsmIssed, sent to a formal hearIng, or kept open. 
A case Is kept open If a defendant Is requIred to fulfIl I condItIons set by the offIcer and agreed to by 
the defendant. 

4. The complaInant, vIctIm, defendant, or parent has ten (10) days to request a revIew of the dIsposItIon. 
The revIew Is done by a Deputy Attorney General, who eIther upholds the dIsposItIon or decIdes that the 
matter should go to a formal hearIng. 
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New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

F II ed ---

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Disposed ---

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Pending 
6/30/86 

463 
32 

181 
676 

1986 

2,034 
528 
582 ---3,144 

1986 

1,866 
538 
507 ---2,911 

Placed On CondItions 

1986 

New Castle 1,280 
Kent 425 
Sussex 400 
State 2,105 

F I led 

2,282 
611 
589 

3,482 

Source: Family Court StatistIcian 

FAMILY COURT 
FISCAL YEAR 1987 

ARBITRATION ACTIVITY 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

PendIng 
DIsposed. 6/30/87 

2,216 529 
556 87 
603 167 

3,375 783 

Change In 
PendIng 

+ 66 
+ 55 
- 14 
+107 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
WORKLOAD 

1987 Change 

2,282 +248 
611 + 83 
589 + 7 

3,482 +338 

1987 Change 

2,216 +350 
556 + 18 
603 + 96 

3,375 +464 

1987 Change 

1,271 9 
487 + 62 
477 + 77 

2,235 +130 

% Change 
In PendIng 

+ 14.3% 
+171.9% 

7.7% 
+ 15.8% 
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Placed On 
Conditions 

1,271 
487 
477 ---2,235 

% Change 

+12.2% 
+15.7% 
+ 1.2% 
+10.8% 

% Change 

+18.8% 
+ 3.3% 
+18.9% 
+15.9% 

% Change 

- 0.7% 
+14.6% 
+19.2% 
+ 6.2% 



---------------
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Legal AuthorizatIon 
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The state Court of Common Pleas WIiS created by 10 Delaware Code, Chapter 13, effective July 5, 1973. 

GeographIc OrganIzatIon 

The Court of Common Pleas sIts In each of the three countIes at the respective county seats. 

Legal JurisdIctIon 

Th.l Court of Common Pleas has state_Ide JurisdictIon whIch Includes concurrent JurisdIctIon wIth SuperIor 
Court In cIvIl actIons where the amount Involved, 'exclusIve of Interest, does not exceed $15,000 on the 
complaInt. There is no I ImItation In amount on countorclalm. AI I clvl I cases are trIed wIthout a jury. 

The Court has crimInal JurisdIctIon over al I misdemeanors occurrIng In the State of Delaware except drug­
related cases (other than possessIon of marIjuana), and those occurring wIthIn the corporate lImIts of the 
City of WIlmington. It also Is responsIble for al I prelImInary hearIngs. Jury trial Is avaIlable to defend­
ants but In New Castle County jury trials are referred to Superior Court for disposItIon. 

Judges 

There are fIve Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, of which three are to be resIdents of New Castle 
County, one of Kent County and one of Sussex County. They are appointed by the Governor wIth the consent 
of the Senate for 12-year terms. They must have been actively ~ngaged In the general practIce of law In the 
State of Delaware for at least five years and must be citIzens of the State. A majority of not more than 
one judge may be from the same polItical party. The Judge who has senIorIty In service Is to serve as Chief 
Judge. 

Support Personnel 

Personnel are appoInted by the Chief Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, Including a Court AdmInIstrator 
(Chief Clerk) and one Clerk of the Court for each county. Other employees as are necessary are also added, 
lncludlng baIliffs, court reporters, secretarIes, clerks, presentence officers, etc. 
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Caseload Trend 

There were 21,413 criminal filings In FY 1987, which was 20.0% above the 17,841 criminal filings In 
FY 1986. The number of criminal filings In FY 1987 was more than double the number during FY 1981, whIch 
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was Just six years earlIer, when there were 10,702 criminal filings. Criminal dtspo::;Itlons followed a similar 
course, rising by 16.3% from 17,521 In F.Y 1986 to 20,381 In FY 1987. Criminal dispositions nearly doubled 
In the six-year period from FY 1981 to FY 1987, Increasing by 94.4% from 10,483 In FY 1981 to 20,381 In FY 
1987. There was a simIlar Increase In the crIminal pending, whIch rose to a record level of 3,863 at the 
end of FY 1987 and more than doubled between FY 1981 and FY 1987. 

CIvil case filings and civIl pending at the end of the year both decreased between FY 1986 and FY 1987. 
These decreases were due. In large part, to decreases In New Castle County from the record levels of FY 1986. 
CivIl dispositIons rose, however, from 4,630 In FY 1986 to a record level of 5,271 In FY 1987; this was an 
Increase of 13.9%. This Is due, In great part, to a rise In New Castle County, whIch Increased by 16.6%, 
from 3,662 In FY 1986 to 4.268 In FY 1987. 



NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Chie f Judge 
Han. Robert H. Wahl (0, 9/14/96) 

Beulah O. Goldsborough, Secretary 
(571-2412) 

Resident Judge 
Han. William C. Bradley, Jr. (0, 9/29/88) 

Peggy Papili, Secretary 
(571-2410) 

Han. Arthur F. DiSabatino (R, 6/27/97) 
Margaret Renai, Secretary 
(571-2411) 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

JUDICIARY 

KENT COUNTY 

Resident Judge 
Han. Merrill C. Trader (R, 9/14/96) 

Mary Elyn Massey, Secretary 
(736-4617) 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Resident Judge 
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Han. Paul E. Ellis (0, 8/28/97) 
Katherine Truitt, Secretary 
(856-5591) 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY (571-2430) 

Court of Common Pleas 
Couri-house 
lOth & King Streets 
Wilmington, DE 19801 

Clerks of Court 
Frederick Kirch 

Deputy Clerks 
Angeline Plneault, Chief 
Elizabeth Jonklert 
CatherIne Wharton 

Court Reporters (571-2863) 
Carol Schatzman 
Jacalyn Aff 
Cheryl Simmons 

Presentence Officers (571-3834) 
John Jaremchuk, Jr., Chief 

Ba I I Iff s 
AI Ian Rogers, Chief 
Richard Hurst 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Court Admlnlstra~or (571-2804) 
Carole B. KIrshner 

Vacant. Secretary 
Joan Stadelman, Account Clerk 

KENT COUNTY (736-4618) 

Court of Common Pleas 
Courthouse 
The Green 
Dover, DE 19901 

Ruth BIddle 

Anna Benton 

Sheila Dougherty 

David Reid 
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SUSSEX COUNTi (8~6-5333) 

Court of Common Pleas 
Courthouse 
The Circle 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

Doris Wilkins 

Joyce Beti's 

Raymond Kenney 

Substance Abuse 
Coordinating Counselor 
Shirley Fish 

Donald Beebe 



New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

FILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Pending 
6/30/86 

1 .745 
530 
556 

2,831 

Filin~ 

12,563 
4,636 
4,214 

21,413 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES* 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Dispositions 

12,225 
4,454 
3,702 

20,381 

Pending 
6/30/87 

2,083 
712 

1 ,068 
3,863 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
CRIMINAL CASES* 

1986 

10,741 
3,765 
3,335 

17,841 

1986 

10,519 
3,615 
3,387 

17,521 

WORKLOAD 

1987 

12,563 
4,636 

4,21~ 

21,413 

1987 

12,225 
4,454 
3,702 

20,381 

*The unit of count for criminal cases is the charge. For example, a defendant 
brought before the court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas 

Change In 
Pending 

+ 338 
+ 182 
+ 512 
+1,032 

Chan~ 

+1,822 
+ 871 
+ 879 
+3,572 

Change 

+1,706 
+ 839 
+ 315 
+2,860 
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% Change 
In Pending 

+19.4% 
+34.3% 
+92.1 % 
+36.5% 

% Change 

+17.0% 
+23.1% 
+26.4~~ 

+20.0% 

% Change 

+16.2~~ 

+23.2% 
+ 9.3% 
+16.3% 

tl', 
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FILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Orig inal ** 
355 2 • 8~~ 

155 3 . 4~o 
281 6.7% 
791 3.7% 

PENDING AT END OF YEAR 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

CHANGE IN PENDING 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Optional 
Transfersfl 

11,187 89.1% 
4,053 87.4% 
3,090 73.3% 

18,330 85.6% 

Jury 
0 o • O~~ 

122 2.7% 
31 0.8% 

153 0.8% 

Capiases 
1,163 55.8% 

78 '11 .O~O 
117 11.0~o 

1,358 35.2~~ 

~iases 

+228 

+ 14 
J r 42 
+284 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES* 

.WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

r~andatory Reduced to 
Transfersflfl Misdemeanor® 

472 3 • 8~o 549 4. 4 ~~ 
401 8 • 7~o 27 o • 6 ~o 
600 14.2~o 243 5 . 8~o ----

1 ,473 6.9% 819 3 . 8~o 

Non-Jury 
12,225 100.0~o 

4,332 97 .3~o 
3,671 99.2% 

20,228 99.2% 

Other 
920 44.2% 
634 89.0% 
951 89.0~o 

2,505 64.8% 

Other 
+1 Hl 
+168 
+470 
+748 

TOTALS 
12,563 100.0% 

4,636 100.0% 
4,214 100.0% 

21,413 100.0~o 
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Preliminary 
Hearings 

3,908 
1,830 
~,314 

8,052 

TOTALS 
12.225 100.0% 

4,454 100.0% 
3,702 100.0~o 

20,381 100.0% 

TOTALS 
2,083 100.0% 

712 100.0% 
1,068 100.0~~ 

3,863 100.0~o 

TOTALS 
+ 338 
+ 182 
+ 512 
+1,032 

*The unit of count in criminal cases is the charge. For example, a defendant brought before the Court 
on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

**Charges filed initially in the Court of Common Pleas. 
flCharges filed originally in Justice of the Peace Courts which were transferred to the Court of Common Pleas 

at the option of the defendant. 
flflCharges originally filed in Justice of the Peace Courts which by statute must be transferred to the 

Court of Common Pleas. 
®Felong charges brought before the Court of Common Pleas for preliminary hearing which are roduced to 

misdemeanors and pled guilty to. 

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas 
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FISCAL YEAR, 

COURT OF C~ PLEAS 

10-YEAR IIOIUtLOAD TREND AND 5-YEAR IIORKLOAD PIlOJfX:TIONS 
CRIHINAL CASES 

NOTE, Trend 11nea ca.puted by 11near regr •• sion ana1ysls. 

14 70' 15 485 15,872 ,~~rY' .. 
15,431 15,429 

ACTUAL 

/ 

17,041 // 

-' 17,521 

rlUng_ 0----0 

10,483 
Diapoeitlon .. 0 - - 0 

... 9,149 

Pending at End of Year 6 fi 

6,394 

],86] 

l,llO 1~27 1~46 1,907 2,122 2,069 

~ tr-
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28,ha 

rl1ing~-8a.ed on Past 5 Years 
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1988 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
PRESENTENCE OFFICE 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Investigations Investigations Pending Change In Pending 
6/30/86 Ordered Completed* 6/30/87 Pending 

New Castle 
Kent** 
Sussex** 
State 

132 
2 

12 
146 

INVESTIGATIONS ORDERED 

New Castle 
Kent** 
Sussex** 
State 

INVESTIGATIONS COMPLETED* 

New Castle 
Kent** 
Sussex** 
State 

1986 

447 
25 
19 

491 

1986 

435 
32 
20 

487 

373 
46 
13 

432 

389 
42 
17 

448 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
PRESENTENCE OFFICE 

WORKLOAD 

1987 

373 
46 
13 

1.-," 
'f.>L 

1987 

389 
42 
17 

448 

116 
6 
8 

130 

Change 

-74 
+21 
- 6 
-59 

Change 

-46 
+10 
- 3 
-39 

*An investigation is considered completed when it has been both written and typed or has 
been otherwise closed (i.e. deceased defendant, motion for new trial granted, etc.). 

**Presentence investigations for the- Court of Common Pleas in Kent and Sussex Counties are 
done by the Super.ior Court Presentence Office. 

-16 
+ 4 
- 4 
-16 

II Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas; Superior Court Presentence Offices, Kent and 
Sussex Counties. 

I 
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% Change 
In Pending 

- 12.1% 
+200.0% 
- 33.3% 
- 11. 0% 

% Change 

- 16.6% 
+ 84.0% 
- 31.6% 

12.0% 

% Change 

- 10.6% 
+ 31. 3% 
- 15.0% 

8.0% 



New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Nc. of Defendants 
Sentenced After 
Presentence 
Investigation 

390 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 

Average Time 
From Date 
Ordered to 
Date Written 

27. 2 days 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
PRESENTENCE OFFICE 

PERFORMANCE 

Average Time 
From Date 
Wr it ten to 
Date Typed 

0.5 days 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 

PR ODUCT! V ITV 

INVESTIGATIONS 

Number of Average Number 
Investigations Written Per 
Written Month 

~~~---------

389 32.4 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 

Average Time Average Time 
From Date From Date 
Ordered to Typed to 
Date Typed Date Sentenced 

27.7 days 1.5 days 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 

TYPING 

Number of 
Investigations 
Typed 

389 
N. A. 
N. A. 
N.A. 

N.A. = Not Applicable. This is because presentence investigations for the Court of Common Pleas 
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Average Time 
From Date 
Ordered to 
Date Sentenced 

29.2 days 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 

Average Number 
Typed Per 
Month 

32.4 
N.A. 
N.A. 
N. A. 

in Kent County and Sussex County are done by the Superior Court Presentence Office. 

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas 
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New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

FILINGS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

DISPOSITIONS 

New Castle 
Kent 
Sussex 
State 

Pending 
6/30/86 

3,577 
224 
246 

4,047 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending 
Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 

3,866 
429 
623 

4,918 

1986 

4,697 
438 
546 ---

5,681 

1986 

3,662 
425 
543 

4,630 

4,268 3,175 
394 259 
609 260 ---

5,271 3,694 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD 

1987 Change ---

3,866 831 
429 9 
623 + 77 ---

4,918 763 

1987 Change 

4,268 +606 
394 - 31 
609 + 66 

5,271 +641 

Source: Court Adm~nistrator, Court of Common Pleas 

Change In 
Pending 

402 
+ 35 
+ 14 

353 

% Ch_ange 

-17.7% 
- 2.1 % 
+14.1% 
-13.4% 

% Change 

+16.6% 
- 7.3% 
+12.2% 
+13.9% 
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% Change 
In Pending 

-11.2% 
+15.6% 
+ 5.7% 
- 8.7% 



fILINGS 

Complaints 

New Castle 3,659 94.6% 
Kent 377 87.9% 
Sussex 569 91 • 3~o ---
State 4,605 93.6% 

DISPOSITIONS 

By Court 

New Castle 1 ,451 34.0% 
Kent 145 36.8% 
Sussex 178 29.2% 
State 1,774 33.7% 

COURT Of COMMON PLEAS 

fISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

Ci v il Judgments, 
Name Changes 

207 5. 4 ~o 
52 12.1 % 
54 8.7% ---

313 6.4% 

~ Counsel 

2,817 66.0% 
249 63.2% 
431 70.8% 

3,497 66.3% 

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas 
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TOTALS 

3,866 100.0% 
429 100.0% 
623 100.0% 

4,918 100.0% 

TOTALS 

4,268 100.0% 
394 100.0% 
609 100.0% ---

5,271 100.0% 
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6,000 

.,800 

J,600 

2,.00 

1,200 

o 

lI\111ber of 
ClIln!. 

FISCAL YElIR, 

" 
-0 

3,238 

3,049 

1,586 

COURT OF COI1HOII PLElIS 

10-YMR IIORJU.O:m 'l'RDiD liND 5-YElIR IIORKLOAD rROJECTIONS 
CIVIL CASES 

.,069 

3,9JJ - ~,041 4,002 4,046 

-n O~ _O~---l 
;' 0..:::.. "-

" " , 
'" 0 

3,110 

J,950 ..... 0_ 3,510" 

3,46) 

NOTES: 1) Trend linee COMputed by lin •• r reqre •• ion analy.ls. 

1978 

2) "roj.ction. u.in" 5-year bas. (1983-1987) not used 
due to •• tre-e fluctuation. in recent civil workload. 

1919 19BO 1981 1902 1'.I8J 

Source, AdmInistrative Office of the Courts 

n84 

2,9'16 

5,601 

/0 
4,6JO 

AC11JIIL 

5,211 

Filinq9 [}-------{] 

Dlspod tions 0 - - 0 

Pendinq at End of Year ~ ~ 

1')85 1'.186 1901 

PROJECTED 

• • 
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9,536 

used due to 8xtrew. fluctuation. in recent ciVil 
workload. 

",368 4,3JO 

18,099 

".931 
A-

5,419 

23,522 

" o 
'h,151 

IICTUIIL 

" 25,652 
/ 

FIHnqs 0---0 

Dispositions 0 - - 0 

Pendlnq at End of Year ~ 
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............ 
.~ )],665 

rl1ln4.-I •• ~ on Past 10 Years 
• • (l918-1981) of Actual Filings. 

o ~--+----r---+----~--+---~---+----~--+---~-~-+--'-rl---+---;--~ 
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MUNICIPAL COURT 

Legal AuthorIzatIon 

The MunIcIpal Court of the CIty of WilmIngton Is authorIzed by 10 Delaware Code, Chapter 17. 

GeographIc OrganIzatIon 

The Court has JurIsdIction wIthIn the geographic boundarIes of W! Imlngton. 

Legal JurIsdIctIon 
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The Munlclp~1 Court has crIminal JurIsdIction over traffIc, mIsdemeanor, and munIcIpal ordinances 
concul'rent wIth the JustIce of the Peace Courts and the Court of Common Pleas. The Court conducts prelImInary 
hearings for both felonies and drug-related misdemeanors. Jury trials are not avaIlable. The Court has a 
VIolatIons DivisIon whIch processes al I movIng and parking citatIons. 

Judges 

Number There are 3 Judges of the MunIcIpal Court of WIlmIngton; at present two are ful I tIme 
and one Is part tIme. Not more than 2 of the Judges may be members of the same 
politIcal party. 

AppoIntment The Judges are appoInted by the Governor, wIth the approval by the Senate. 
Tenure Judges are appointed for 12-year terms. 
QualIfIcatIons - The Judges must be lIcensed to practIce law In the State of Delaware for 5 years 

precedIng appointment. 

Support Personnel 

The ChIef Judge of the MunIcIpal Court appoints a ChIef Clerk who may In turn appoint DeputIes. 

Caseload Trend 

WhIle crimInal, traffIc and total fIlIngs a! I Increased durIng FY 1987, there were also I~creases In 
crimInal, traffIc, and total dIsposItions durIng FY 1987. The activIty tn MunIcIpal Court durIng FY 1987 
actually led to a most dIverse combInatIon of changes In pendIng. 
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Criminal -filings Increased by 7.4% from 12,740 In FY 1986 to 13,685 In FY 1987. Criminal dispositions 
rose even more sharply, rising by 9.5% from 12,988 In FY 1986 to 14,219 In FY 1987. The greater rate of 
Increase In dispositions than In filings led to a 33.5% decrease In criminal pending from 1,503 at the end 
of FY 1986 to 969 at the end of FY 1987. 

There was a rise of 4.2% In traffic filings to 18,543 In FY 1987 from 17,801 In FY 1986. Traffic dispo­
sitions Increased only slightly from 17,526 In FY 1986 to 17,767 In FY 1987. The result of the greater rise 
In traffic filings than In dispositions was a 44.4% Increase In traffic pending from 1,746 at the end of FY 
1986 to 2,522 at the end of FY 1987. 

While criminal dispositions rose more rapidly than criminal filings even as traffic filings Increased 
more sharply than traffIc dispositions during FY 1987, the totals for criminal and traffic data for filings 
and dlspostlons were nearly the same. There was a total of 32,228 filings during FY 1987, which was less 
than 1% more than the 31,986 dispositions during the same period. Even as criminal pending dropped noticeably 
and traffic pending rose sharply during FY 1987, total pending Increased only moderately from 3,249 at the 
end of FY 1986 to 3,491 at the end of FY 1987. 
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MUNICIPAL COURT 
Court House 

1000 King Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 

(571-4530) 

JUDICIARY 

Ch ie f Judge 
Hon. Alfred Fraczkowski (R, 8/7/93) 

Karen A. Brandenberger, Executive Secretary 
(571-4550) 

Associate Judges 
Hon. Carl Goldstein (R, 6/30/94) 

Joyce Vietri, Secretary 
(571-4551) 

Han. Leonard L. Williams (0, 6/4/78) 
(571-4551) 

• A 

• • 

". 
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Process Service 

I Steven Jonkiert 

Bailiffs 

I 
David L. Dempsey 
Gerald Nolan 
Cornelius Morris 
Carmen Merced 

I 
I 
I 

MUNICIPAL COURT 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

Court Commissioners 
T. Roger Barton, Clerk of Court 
(571-4534) 
Richard O. Douglas, Deputy Clerk 
(571-4540) 
Furio R. Casale, Deputy Clerk 
(571-4540) 
Laurence L. Fitchett, Deputy Clerk 
(571-4540) 
Nancy L. Clark-Roberts, Deputy Clerk 
(571-4540) 

Lucy Gomez, Secretary 
(571-4534) 

Criminal Clerical Staff 
Josephine Smulski 
Kathy Holstein 
Mary E. Devine 
Debra Gibbs 
Evelyn M. Smith 
Jacquelyn Smith 
Vacant 
Janet Davis (part-time) 
Kathy Craighead (part-time) 
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Traffic Violation Staff 
Shirley Cohen 
Carolyn Sylvester 
Ann Collins 
Kimberly Betz 



Criminal 
Tra ffic 
TOTALS 

FILINGS 

Criminal 
Traffic 
TOTALS 

DISPOSITIONS 

Criminal 
Tro ffic 
TOTALS 

Pending 
6/30/86 

1,503 
1,746 
3,249 

Filings 

13,685 
18,543 
32,228 

MUNICIPAL COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
WORKLOAD SUMMARY* 

[) !fljJo_~ it i on s 

14,219 
17,767 
31,986 

Pending 
6j30/87 

969 
2,522 
3,491 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
WORKLOAD* 

1986 

12,740 
17,801 
30,541 

1986 

12,988 
17,526 
30,514 

1987 

13,685 
18,543 
32,228 

1987 

14,219 
17,767 
31,986 

Change 

+ 945 
+ 7'12 
+1,687 

Change 

+1,231 
+ 241 
+1,472 

*The unit of count in Municipal Court is the charge. For example, a defendant 
brought before the Court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

Source: Chief Court Commissioner, Municipal Court 

Change In 

.. Pending 

-534 
+776 
+242 

% Change 

+ 7. 4~~ 
+ 4.2% 
+ 5.5% 

% Change 

+ 9.5% 
+ 1.4% 
+ 4.8% 
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% Change 
In Pending 

-35.5% 
+44.4% 
+ 7.5% 
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15,431 

I«JlIICIPAL COURT 

10-YEIIR IIORIWlI\D TREND lIND S-YEIIR IIORIU.DI\D PROJECTIOII 
TRAFt'IC CASES 

15,737 

8,484 
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22,548 

rillnq.-B •• ed on Pa.t 5 Y.ar. 
11911-1907) of Actual rl11ng •• 

!~EI Trend lin •• coaput.d by linear regr ••• ion analysis. 

Pending at End of Year 6 6. 

4,000 

2,522 

1,225 1,125 745 
1,471 

679 637 
1,002 

o 

rbcal Y ..... 1978 1979 1980 1981 1981 198] 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 

~~urcel ~lnl.~~atlv. Offlc. of the Court. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

N....,.,r o( 
Cases 

.2,000 

36,000 

30,000 

24,000 

18,000 

12,000 

26,61. 

~, 

MUIHCI PAL COURT 

10-YEIIR IIORKI.oAD TIIEHD AND 5-YEllII IIORKLOAD PJIOJECTION 
TOTAL CASES 

25,912 

18,029 

HOTE. Trend line. c~puted by linear regr •• slon analyai •• 
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Filinga 0----0 
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Pending at End o( Year ~ ~ 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

Legal AuthorIzatIon 
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The JustIce of the Peace Courts are authorized by the ConstItutIon of Delaware, ArtIcle IV, Section I. 

GeographIc OrganIzatIon 

The JurIsdIctIon of the Courts Is statewIde and sessIons are held throughout the State. Of the 19 Courts 
currently operatIng, 8 are In New Castle County, 4 are In Kent County, and 7 are In Suss~x County. 

Legal JurIsdIction 

The JustIce of the Peace Courts have JurIsdiction over civil cases In whIch the amount Tn controversy does 
not exceed $2,500. JP Courts are authorIzed to hear certaIn mlsdemeano,s and most motor vehIcle cases 
(excluding felonies) and may act as committing magistrates for al I crimes. Appeals may be taken de novo to 
Superior Court. The subject matter JurIsdIction of the JustIce of the Peace Courts Is shared with the Court 
of Common Pleas. 

JustIces of the Peace 

The Delaware Code authorizes a maximum of 53 Justices of the Peace. The maximum number of Justices of 
the Peace permitted In each county Is: 24 In New Castle County, 12 !n Kent County, and 17 In Sussex County. 
MagIstrates are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate for terms of four years. A Justice of 
the Peace must be at least 21 years of age and a resident of the State of Delaware and of the county In which 
he serves. In addition to the 53 Justices of the Peace, the Governor appoInts a ChIef Magistrate, subject to 
Senate confirmation. 

Support Personnel 

An Administrator, two administrative officers, and a fIscal administrative officer help the Chief 
MagIstrate dIrect the JP Courts on a day-to-day basis. The State provides clerks of the court, constables and 
other personnel for the courts. 

Caseload Trend 

For the second consecutIve year crImInal filings and disposItions both rose to new sIngle fiscal year levels. 
There was an Increase of 3,500 criminal fl lIngs to 172,527 In FY 1987 from 167,027 during FY 1986, a rise of 
3.3%. There was a 3.5% rIse In crimInal disposItIons from 165,212 crIminal dispositions In FY 1986 to 170,946 
In FY 1987 which was an Increase of 5,734 dIsposItions. There was a rise In crImInal pending from 5,495 at 
the end of FY 1986 to 7,076 crIminal pending at the end of FY 1987, an Increase of 1,581 crimInal pendIng. 
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CIvil filIngs rose by 10.7% from 25,955 during FY 1986 to 28,724 In FY 1987. The Increase In civil dispo-
sItions was somewhat smaller, Increasing to 27,329 during FY 1987 from 27,232 during FY 1986. The larger 
rate of Increase In filIngs than In dIsposItIons led to a 24.6% Increase In civIl pendIng from 5,675 at the 
end of FY 1986 to 7,070 at the end of FY 1987. 

An Increase In both crImInal and cIvil activIty promIses an Increase In total actIvIty as well, so the 
Increases In total filIngs and dIsposItions DS weI I as total pendIng at the end of the year for FY 1987 was 
to be expected. Total filIngs rose by 4.3% to a record level of 201,251 In FY 1987 from 192,982 In FY 1986. 
Total dIsposItIons also reached new record levels, IncreasIng by 3.0% to 198,275 from 192,444 In FY 1986. 
Pending at the end of the year was nearly IdentIcal for both crimInal and cIvil pendIng wIth total pendIng 
risIng to 14,146 by the end of FY 1987 from 11,170 at the end of FY 1986. 
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Court Location 

New Castle County 

Court 9 
Court 10 
Court 11 
Court 12 

Townsend 
Kirkwood Highway 
New Castle 
Newport 

Court 13 Wilmington 
Court 14 Wilmington 
Court 15 Penny Hill 
Court 18 Wilmington 

Kent County 

Court 6 Harrington 
Court 7 Dover 
Court 16 Dover 
Court 8 Smy rna 

Sussex County 

Court 1 
Co ur t 2 

Court 3 
Court 17 
Court 4 
Court 19 
Court 5 

Millsbore 
lewes 

Georgetown 
Georgetown 
Seaford 
Seaford 
Mil ford 

Winter: 
Summer: 

JUSTICE Of THE PEACE COURTS 

Hours Open 

M, Tu, Th, F BAM-4PM; W Noon-BPM 
7 Days Per Week, BAM-Midnight 
7 Days Per Week, 24 Hours Per Day 
M-F B:30AM-4:30PM 
M-F BAM-4PM 
M-F BAM-4PM 
M, Sat BAM-4PM; Tu-F BAM-Midnight 
M-F 9AM-5PM 

M-F 8AM-4PM 
7 Days Per Week, 24 Hours Per Day 
M-F B:30AM-4:30PM 
M-F BAM-4PM 

M-F BAM-4PM 
M, Tu BAM-4PM; W-Sat BAM-Midnight 
Sun, M BAM-4PM;Tu-Sat BAM-Midnight 
7 Days Per Week, 24 Hours Per Day 
M-F BAM-4PM 
M-Sat BAM-Midnight 
M-F BAM-4PM 
M-F BAM-4PM 

Total Hours 
Open Per Week 

40 
112 
16B 

40 
40 
40 
BO 
40 

40 
16B 

40 
40 

40 
BO 
96 

168 
40 
96 

40 
40 
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Jurisdiction 

Criminal & Civil 
Criminal 
Criminal 
Ci vil 
Civ il 
Criminal 
Criminal 
Criminal 

Cr iminal & Civil 
Criminal 
Civil 
Criminal & Civil 

Criminal & Civil 
Criminal & Civil 
Criminal & Civil Court 
Criminal 
Civil 
Criminal 
Ci v il 
Criminal & Civil 



New Castle County 
Deputy Chief Magistrate 
Han. Morris Levenberg (6/30/89) 

New Castle County 
Justices of the Peace 
Han. Andrew G. Ahern, Jr. (6/27/88) 
Han. David R. Anderson (10/6/90) 
Han. Richard L. Brandenberg (6/30/90) 
Hon. William W. Brittingham (6/20/89) 
Han. Ronald E. Cheeseman (5/22/88) 
Han. Thomas E. Cole (4/16/90) 
Han. Barbara C. Hughes (6/30/89) 
Han. Lorin P. Hunt (6/27/88) 
Han. Virginia W. Johnson (6/30/90) 
Han. Ann A. Lewis (5/10/87) 
Han. Edwin L. Lord, Jr. (6/30/89) 
Han. Kathleen C. Lucas (6/30/89) 
Han. Ruth P. MaIm (1/11/89) 
Han. John P. McLaughlin (5/22/88) 
Han. Mable M. Pitt (6/22/83) 
Han. Edward M. Poling (6/30/89) 
Hon. William S. Rowe, Jr. (6/20/88) 
Han. Rosalie O. Rutkowski (8/5/88) 
Han. David R. Skelley (6/30/89) 
Han. Rosalind Toulson (~/2/87) 

Han. John H. Wilding (9/29/88) 
Vacant 
Vacant 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

JUDICIARY 

Chief Magistrate 
Han. Norman A. Barron (6/20/88) 

Pamela A. Nagle, Secretary 

Kent County 
Deputy Chief Magistrate 
Hon. Charles M. Stump (6/5/88) 

Kent County 
Justices of the Peace 
Han. Ernst M. Arndt (6/30/89) 
Hon. Margret L. Barrett (6/20/86) 
Hon. Helen M. Brandt (6/20/86) 
Han. George W. Kershner, III (6/30/90) 
Han. Joseph A. Knussman (6/22/87) 
Han. Ellis B. Parrott (6/10/90) 
Han. Agnes E. Pennella (7/19/87) 
Han. Russell T. Rash (6/30/89) 
Han. Alice W. Stark (9/1/89) 
Han. Wallace P. Wootten (5/9/78) 
Vacant 

Sussex County 
Deputy Chief Magistrate 
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Han. William J. Hopkins, Jr. (4/19/86) 
Han. Thomas J. Orr (6/20/90) 

Sussex County 
Justices of the Peace 
Han. Sheila A. Blakely (7/19/87) 
Han. William A. Booth (7/1/86) 
Han. Francis G. Charles (9/30/89) 
Han. Richard D. Comly (8/28/89) 
Han. Edward G. Davis (7/2/87) 
Han. Walter J. Godwin (6/30/88) 
Han. Jeffrey W. Hague (7/1/88) 
Han. Robert F. Handy (6/5/88) 
Han. Thomas W. Hutson (6/27/91) 
Han. Howard W. Mulvaney, III (7/19/87) 
Han. Almetia J. Murray (7/1/90) 
Han. William F. Plack, Jr. (6/20/90) 
Han. Edward G. Pollard, Jr. (6/30/88) 
Han. Abigayle E. Truitt (7/2/87) 
Vacant 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Administrative Office 
61 Christiana Road 
New Castle, DE 19720 

(323-4530) 

Administrator 
Michael E. McLaughlin 

Anne Amalfitano, Secretary 

Administrative Officers 
Thomas W. Nagle 
Mary E. Cooper 

Christine H. Roberts, Clerk 

Fiscal Administrative Officer 

Vacant 

AdmInistratIve Assistant 
Sandra L. Coleman 

GOURT 9 

R.D. 5355, Summit BrIdge 
Townsend, DE 19734 

(378-9533) 

Clerk of the Court 

Agnes B. Thompson 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

KENT COUNTY 

COURT 6 

Post Office Box 3 
Route 13 
Harrington, DE 19952 

(398-8247) 

Clerk of the Court 

Betty Pleasanton 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

COURT I 

Post Office Box 192 
Route 113 
Millsboro, DE 19966 

(934-7268) 

Clerk of the Court 

Debbie Vickers 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Court 10 

2207 St. James Church Road 
Wilmington, DE 19808 

(995-8640) 

Clerk of the Court 
Caro II ne F. Pin I 

COURT II 

61 Christiana Road 
New Castle, DE 19720 

(323-4450) 

Clerk of the Court 
Nancy Snipes 

COURT 12 

1500 East Newport Pike 
Wilmington. DE 19804 

(994-9314, 994-9652) 

Clerk of the Court 
Ann Marie Ellingsworth 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED) 

KENT COUNTY 

COURT 7 

Post Office Box 108i 
Railroad & Loockerman Streets 
Dover, DE 19901 

(736-4554, 736-4555) 

Clerk of the Court 
Marjorie Nolette 

Data Entry Tech. 
Monlka Rash 

COURT 8, 

115 East North Street 
Smyrna, DE 19977 

(653-7083) 

Clerk of the Court 
Eunice C. Ridgeway 

COURT 16 

Post Office Box 1081 
Railroad & Loockerman Streets 
Dover, DE 19901 

<736-4316) 

Clerk of the Court 
Sheila Fox 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

COURT 2 

Post Office Box 492 
Route 9 
Lewes, DE 19958 

(645-6163) 

Clerk of the Court 
Joanne R. Ash 

COURT 3 

Post Office Box 605 
Route 113 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

(856-1445) 

Clerk of the Court 
Barbara E. Adams 

COURT 4 

Post OffIce Box 718 
817 Norman Eskridge Highway 
Seaford, DE 19973 

(629-8101 ) 

Clerk of the Court 
Mary Lee Lowe 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

COURT 13 
Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Bldg. 
820 North French Street 
WIlmington, DE 19801 

(571-2550) 

Clerk of the Court 
ClaIre Lucas 

COURT 14 
Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Bldg. 
820 North French Street 
WIlmIngton, DE 1980i 

(571-2552) 

Clerl~ of the Court 
Margaret Kenney 

COURT 15 
716 PhIladelphIa PIke 
Wilmington, DE 19809 

(764-4142) 

Clerk of the Court 
GeraldIne McLaughlin 

COURT 18 
MultI-Purpose Criminal JustIce FacilIty 
Post Office Box 9279 
1301 East 12th Street 
Wilmington, DE 19809 

(429-7740, 429-7741) 

Clerk of the Court 
Edna Conner 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED) 

KENT COUNTY SUSSEX COUNTY 

COURT 5 
Post Office Box 254 
715 S. DuPont Blvd. 
Milford, DE 19963 

(422-8871) 

Clerk of the Court 
Leah Betts 

COURT 17 
Post Office Box 605 
Route 113 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

(856-1447) 

Clerk of the Court 
Wanda Abbott 

COURT 19 
Post Office Box 718 
817 Norman EskrIdge Highway 
Seaford, DE 19973 

(629-5433) 

Clerk of the Court 
Ida Mae Friedel 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY CAPIAS CONTROL CENTER 
Justice of the Peace Court No. II 
61 ChrIstIana Road 
New Castle, DE 19720 

(323-4451) 

Clerk of the Court 
Galle Kerrigan 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED) 

KENT COUNTY CAPIAS CONTROL CENTER 
Justice of the Peace Court No. 7 
Post Office Box 1081 
Railroad & Loockerman Streets 
Dover, DE 19901 

<736-4353) 

Clerk of the Court 
Re I I a Goodson 
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SUSSEX COUNTY CAPIAS CONTROL CENTER 
Justice of the Peace Court No. 3 
Post Office Box 605 
Route 113 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

(856-5222) 

Clerk of the Court 
Shirley Johnson 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES* 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending Pending Change In 
6/30/86 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending 

New Castle Count~ 
Court 9 19 6,925 6,928 16 3 
Court 10 61 19,006 18,986 81 + 20 
Court 11 1 ,976 35,973 35,690 2,250 + 283 
Court 14** 0 0 0 0 0 
Court 15 0 16,626 16,626 0 0 
Court 18 0 5,653 5,653 0 0 

Kent Count~ 

Court 6 7 5,864 5,871 0 7 
Court 7 452 30,694 30,499 647 + 195 
Court 8 175 2,677 2,682 170 5 

Sussex County 
Court 1 4 2,749 2,739 14 + 10 
Court 2 2,463 15,240 14,244 3,459 + 996 
Court :5 222 13,152 13,129 245 + 23 
Court 4 56 15,002 14,913 145 + 89 
Court 5 69 2,966 2,986 49 20 --
State 5,.4 9 5 172:527 170,946 7,076 +1,581 

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant 
brought before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrdnt, 
and other cases which are included in the totals for other courts. 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 
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% Change 
In P~nding 

- 15.8% 
+ 32.8% 
+ 14.4% 

-100.00% 
+ 43.2% 

2.9% 

+250.0% 
+ 40.4% 
+ 10.4% 
+158.9% 
- 29.0% 

+ 28.8% 



JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES* 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

F lLINGS 

Title 7 Ti tIe 11 Title 21 
Fish/Game Criminal Traffic Miscellaneous 

New Castle Count~ 
Court 9 246 3.6% 140 2.0% 6,392 92.3% 147 2.1 % 
Court 10 333 1 .8% 2,732 14.4% 14,615 76.9% 1 ,326 7.0% 
Court 11 431 1 • 2 ~~ 7,992 22.2% 25,127 69.9% 2,423 6.7% 
Court 14"* 0 0 0 0 
Court 15 58 0.4% 1 ,139 6.9% 15,429 92.8% 0 0.0% 
Court 18 o 0.0% 4,252 75.2% 495 8.8% 906 16.0% 

Kent County 
Court 6 10 0.2% 537 9.2% 5,214 88.9% 103 1.8% 
Court 7 366 1.2~~ 5,051 16.5% 23,907 77.9% 1,370 4.5% 
Court 8 83 3.1% 457 17.1 % 1,952 72.9% 185 6.9% 

Sussex Count~ 
Court 1 191 6.9% 300 10.9% 2»179 79.3% 79 2.9% 
Court 2 162 1 .1% 750 4.9% 14,119 92.7% 209 1 .4% 
Court 3 118 0.9% 5,279 40.1% 7,326 55.7% 429 3.3% 
Court 4 144 1.0% 1,717 11. 5% 12,859 85.7% 282 1.9% 
Court 5 43 1.5% 583 19.7% 2,225 75.0% 115 3.9% --- ---
State 2,185 1. 3% 30,929 17.9% 131,839 76.4% 7,574 4.4% 

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant 
brought before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant, and 
other cases which ate included in the totals for other courts. 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 

PAGE 
=156= I 

I 
I 
I 

TOTALS I 
6,925 100.0% 

19,006 100.0% 
I 

35,973 100.0% 
0 

16,626 100.0% I 
5,653 100.0% 

I 
5,864 100.0% 

30,694 100.0% 
2,677 100.0% I 
2,749 100.0% 

15,240 100.0% I 
13,152 100.0% 
15,002 100.0% 

2,966 100.0% I 
172,527 100.0~~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES* 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS (CONTINUED) 

DISPOSITIONS 

TItle 7 Title II Title 21 
Fish/Game Criminal Traffic Miscellaneous 

New Castle County 
Court 9 243 3.5% 130 1.9% 6,414 92.6% 141 2.0% 

Court 10 337 1.8% 2,812 14.8% 14,518 76.5% 1,319 6.9% 

Court I I 402 I • 1% 7,861 22.0% 25,036 70.2% 2,391 6.7% 
Court 14** ° ° 0 0 

Court 15 58 0.3% I, 139 6.9% 15,429 92.8% 0 0.0% 

Court 18 o 0.0% 4,252 75.2% 495 8.8% 906 16.0% 

Kent County 
Court 6 10 0.2% 537 9. 1% 5,221 88.9% 103 1.8% 
Court 7 370 1.2% 4,997 16.4% 23,784 78.0% 1,348 4.4% 
Court 8 83 3.1% 460 17.2% 1,953 72.8% 186 6.9% 

Sussex County 
Court I 191 7.0% 30C I 1.0% 2,169 79.2% 79 2.9% 
Court 2 154 I • 1% 616 4.3% 13,274 93.2% 200 1.4% 
Court 3 119 0.9% 5,280 40.2% 7,302 55.6% 428 3.3% 
Court 4 146 1.0% 1,716 I 1.5% 12,769 85.6% 282 1.9% 
Court 5 38 1.3% 614 20.6% 2,215 74.2% 119 4.0% 

2, 151 1.3% 30,714 18.0% 130,579 76.4% 7,502 4.4% 

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases Is the charge. For example, a defendant 
brought before the court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

**Court 14 Is used to handle some driving under the Influence, fugitive warrant, and 
other cases which are Included In the totals for other courts. 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 
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TOTALS 

6,928 100.0% 
18,986 100.0% 
35,690 100.0% 

0 

16,626 100.0% 
5,653 100.0% 

5,871 100.0% 
30,499 100.0% 

2,682 100.0% 

2,739 100.0% 
14,244 100.0% 
13, 129 100.0% 
14,913 1 .... 0.0% 
2,986 100.0% 

170,946 100.0% 



Title 7 
Fish/Game 

New Castle Count~ 
Court 9 + 3 
Court 10 4 
Court 11 + 29 
Court 14** 0 
Court 15 0 
Court 18 0 

Kent Count~ 
Court 6 0 
Court 7 4 
Court 8 0 

Sussex Count~ 
Court 1 0 
Court 2 + 8 
Court 3 
Court 4 2 
Court 5 + 5 

State + 34 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES* 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

CHANGE IN PENDING 

Title 11 
Criminal 

Title 21 
Traffic 

+ 10 
- 80 
+131 

0 
0 
0 

0 
+ 54 

3 

0 
+134 

1 
+ 1 
- 31 

+215 

- 22 
+ 97 
+ 91 

o 
o 
o 

7 
+123 

1 

+ 10 
+845 
+ 24 
+ 90 
+ 10 

+1,260 

Miscellaneous 

+ 6 
+ 7 
+ 32 

o 
o 
o 

o 
+ 22 

o 
+ 9 
+ 1 

o 
4 

+ 72 

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the chqrge. For example, a defendant 
brought before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant, and 
other cases which are included in the totals for other courts. 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 
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TOTALS 

3 
+ 20 
+ 283 

0 
0 
0 

7 
+ 195 

5 

+ 10 
+ 996 
+ 23 
+ 89 

20 

+1,561 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES* 

TYPES OF DISPOSITIONS 

By Mail-In By Court By Counsel 
Fine Appear_~ Appearance TOTALS 

New Castle Count~ 
Court 9 5,891 85.0% 889 12.8% 148 2.1 % 6,928 100.0% 
Court 10 8,665 45.6% 9,946 52.4% 375 2.0% 18,986 100.0% 
Court 11 11,601 32.5% 22,480 63.0% 1 ,609 4.5% 35,690 100.0% 
Court 14** 0 0 0 0 
Court 15 7,317 44.0% 9,309 56.0% 0 0.0% 16,626 100.0% 
Court 18 0 0.0% 5,653 100.0% 0 0.0% 5,653 100.0% 

Kent Count~ 

Court 6 4,288 73.0% 1 ,550 26.4% 33 0.6% 5,871 100.0% 
Court 7 15,497 50.8% 14,249 46.7% 753 2.5% 30,499 100.0% 
Court 8 1,012 37.7% 1 ,468 54.7% 202 7.5% 2,682 100.0% 

Sussex Count~ 
Court 1 1,742 63.6% 961 35.8% 16 0.6% 2,739 100.0% 
Court. 2 10,269 72.1% 3,975 27.9% 0 0.0% 14,244 100.0% 
Court 3 3,370 25.7% 9,759 74.3% 0 0.0% 13,129 100.0% 
Court 4 8,879 59.5% 6,034 40.5% 0 0.0% 14,913 100.0% 
Court 5 1,149 38.5% 1 ,818 60.9% 19 0.6% 2,986 100.0% 

State 79,680 46.6% 88,111 51.6% 3,155 1.8% 170,946 100.0% 

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant 
brought before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant, 
and other cases which are included in the totals for other courts. 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 



JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES* 

WORKLOAD 

FILINGS DISPOSITIUNS 

1986 1987 Change ~~ Change 1986 1987 Change 

New Castle Count~ 
Court 9 5,435 6,925 +1,490 +27.4% 5,422 6,928 + 1,506 
Court 10 22,391 19,006 -3,385 -15.1% 22,465 18,986 - 3,479 

Court '11 I.n a"l.i' 35,973 -4,864 -11.9~~ 39,776 35,690 - 4,086 ~U,U"'" 

Court 14** 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Court 15 14,815 16,626 +1,811 +12.2% 14,815 16,626 + 1,811 
Court 18 3,827 5,653 +1 ,826 +(~7.7% 3,827 5,653 + 1,826 

Kent County 
Court 6 6,329 5,864 465 - 7. 3~~ 6,322 5,871 451 

Court 7 25,061 30,694 +5,633 +22.5% 24,939 30,499 + 5,560 

Court 8 2,783 2,677 106 - 3.8% 2,789 2,682 107 

Sussex Count~ 
Court 1 2,866 2,749 117 - 4.1~~ 2,867 2,739 128 
Court 2 14,734 15,240 + 506 + 3.4% 14,030 14,244 + 214 
Court 3 12,663 13,152 + 489 + 3.9% 12,638 13,129 + 491 
Court 4 12,760 15,002 +2,242 +17 .6~~ 12,803 14,913 + 2,110 
Court 5 2,526 2,966 + 440 +17.4~~ 2,519 2,986 + 467 

State 167,027 172,527 + 5,500 + 3.3% 165,212 170,946 + 5,734 

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant brought 
before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant, and other 
cases which are included in the totals for other courts. 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 
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~~ Change 

+27.8% 
-15.5% 
-10.3% 

+12.2% 
+47.7% 

- 7.1% 
+22.3% 
- 3.8% 

- 4.5% 
+ 1.5~~ 

+ 3.9% 
+16.5% 
+18.5~~ 

+ 3.5% 
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Number of 
Cases 

240,000 

200,000_ 

160,000 

120,000 

80,000 

40,000 

o 

94,935 

94,465 

JUSTICE OP TIlE P~ACE COU~TS 

10-YEAR WO~KLOAD TREND AND 5-YEA~ WORKLOAD P~OJECTIONS 
C~IMINAL AND TRAPFIC CASES 

~ 129,933 131,227 

152,483 

~ 

1>' 
151,752 

156,925 

NOTES: II Pendi"q at End of Year not included to avoid 
qraphical distor~lon. 

2) Trend lines computed by linear reqression analysis. 

Piscal Year: 1918 1979 1980 1981 1'132 1'103 1'104 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts 

ACTUAL 

147,922 

Pilinqs [}-------[] 

Dispositions 0 - - 0 

19B5 1'lR6 1'1117 

PROJECTED 
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213,819 

20G~ 
198,2~ 

190,526 _______ - . ~ 
.--- _____ 0 194,510 

U-- 189,491 

179,453 
184,472 

Pilinqs-Based on Past 5 Years 
[J-------(] (1983-1987) of Actual Pilinqs. 

• • Pilinqs-Based on Past 10 Years 
(1978-1987) of Actual Pilinqs. 

1988 1989 1'190 1991 1992 
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JUSTICE Of THE PEACE COURTS I 
fISCAL YEAR 1987 

CIVIL CASES I 
WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending Pending Change In % Change I 
6/30/86 filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending 

New Castle Count~ 

In Pending 

I 
Court 9 22 320 328 14 8 36.4% 
Court 12 1 ,289 6,981 6,300 1 ,970 + 681 
Court 13 1 ,009 8,719 8,370 1 ,358 + 349 

+ 52.8% I + 34.6% 

Kent Count~ 

Court 6 20 1,514 1 ,484 50 + 30 
Court 16 1 ,538 4,081 3,990 1 ,629 + 91 

+150.0% I + 5.9% 
Court 8 40 917 818 139 + 99 +247.5% 

Susr.ex County I 
Court 1 40 506 505 41 + + 2.5% 
Court 2 1 ,199 624 537 1 .286 + 87 
Court 17 166 1,930 1,869 227 + 61 
Court 19 194 1 ,560 1,604 150 44 

+ 7.3% I + 36.8% 
- 22.7% 

Court 5 158 1,572 1,524 206 + 48 ---
State 5,675 28,724 27,329 7,070 +1,395 

+ 30.4% 

+ 24.6% I 
I 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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Complaints 

New Castle Count~ 
Court 9 216 67.5% 
Court 12 4,299 61.6% 
Court 13 6,195 71.1% 

Kent Count~ 

Court 6 1,440 95.1% 
Court 16 3,619 88.7% 
Court 8 873 95.2% 

Sussex Count~ 
Court 1 354 70.0% 
Court 2 49'1 78.7% 
Court 17 1 ,831 94.9% 
Court 19 1,318 84.5% 
Court 5 1 ,537 97.8% 

State 22,173 77.2% 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

FILINGS 

Landlord/Tenant 

104 32.5% 
2,682 38.4% 
2,524 28.9% 

74 4.9% 
462 11.3% 

44 4.8% 

152 30.0% 
133 21.3% 

99 5.1 % 
242 15.5% 

35 2.2% 

6,551 22.8% 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS 

TOTALS 

320 100.0% 
6,981 100.0% 
8,719 100.0% 

1,514 100.0% 
4,081 100.0% 

917 100.0% 

506 100.0% 
624 100.0% 

1 ,930 100.0% 
1,560 100.0% 
1,572 100.0% 

Complaints 

206 62. 8% 
3,676 58.3% 
6,326 75.6% 

1,413 95.2% 
3,434 86.1% 

775 94.8% 

353 69.9% 
417 77.7% 

1 ,763 94.3% 
1 ,362 84.9% 
1,507 98.9% 

28,724 100.0% 21,232 77.7% 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 

DISPOSITIONS 

Landlord/Tenant 

122 37.2~~ 

2,624 41.7% 
2,044 24.4% 

71 4.8% 
556 13.9% 

43 5.2% 

152 30.1% 
120 22.3% 
106 5.7% 
242 15.1% 

17 1 .1% ---

6,097 22.3% 
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TOTALS 

328 100.0% 
6,300 100.0% 
8,370 100.0% 

1,484 100.0% 
3,990 100.0% 

818 100.0% 

505 100.0% 
537 100.0% 

1 ,869 100.0% 
1,604 100.0% 
1,524 100.0% 

27,329 100.0% 



•• 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS • 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD BREAKDOWNS (CONTINUED) 

CHANGE IN PENDING 

£omplaints Landlord/Tenant TOTALS 

New Castle County 
Court 9 + 10 18 8 
Court 12 + 623 + 58 + 681 
Court 13 131 + 480 + 349 

Kent Count}: 
Court 6 + 27 + 3 + 30 
Court 16 + 185 94 + 91 
Court 8 + 98 + + 99 

Sussex Count~ 
Court 1 + 1 0 + 
Court 2 + 74 + 13 + 87 
Court 17 + 68 7 + 61 
Court 19 44 0 44 
Court 5 + 30 + 18 .:t 48 

State + 941 + 454 +1,395 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
CIVIL CASES 

WORKLOAD 

FI LI NGS 

1986 1987 Change % Change 1986 --- --- ---New Castle County 
Court 9 418 320 98 - 23.5% 401 
Court 12 7,594 6,981 613 8.1% 7,770 
Court 13 7,777 8,719 + 942 + 12.1% 7,841 

Kent County 
Cou rt 6 665 1 ,514 + 849 +127.7% 671 
Court 16 3,610 4,081 + 471 + 13.1% 4,616 
Court 8 397 917 + 520 +131.0% 476 

Sussex Count. y 
Court 1 680 506 174 - 25.6% 683 
Court 2 514 624 + '110 + 21. 4% 458 
Court 17 1 ,599 1,930 + 331 + 20.7% 1,589 
Court 19 1 ,368 1 ,560 + 192 + 14.0% 1 ,308 
Court 5 1,333 1 ,572 + 239 + 17. 9~'; 1 ,419 

State 25,955 28,724 +2,769 + 10.7% 27,232 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Cou~ts 

DISPOSITIONS 

1987 Change 

328 73 
6,300 -1,470 
8,370 + 529 

1 ,484 + 813 
3,990 626 

818 + 342 

505 178 

537 + 79 
1 ,869 + 280 
1 ,604 + 296 

~52ll + 105 

27,329 + 97 
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% Change 

- 18.2% 
- 18.9~~ 

+ 6.8% 

+121.2% 
- 13.6% 
+ 71.9% 

- 26.1 % 

+ 17. 3% 
+ 17.6~~ 

+ 22.6% 

+ 7.4% 

+ O. 4~'; 

1~1 



Humber of 
Cases 

40,000 

32,000 

24,000 

16,000 

JUST ICE OF' TilE PEACE COURTS 

10-YEAR WORKLOAD TREND AUD 5-YEAR WORKLOAO PROJECTIONS 
CIVIL CASES 

NOTE: Trend lines computed by linear regression analysis. 

21,168 

20,028 o 
" /' 

/' 20,270 19,907 

o 
12,925 

9,841 

ACTUAL 

27,232 

26,015 _ 0 - -0 
27,356 

/ 

/ 

Filings [)-------[] 

Dispositions 0 - - 0 

Pending at End of Year ~ ~ 

8,943 9,200 fl,803 

8,000. 

o 

. Fiscal Year: 1 ')78 

Source: 

8,676 B,322 

197'l 1')80 19AI 

Administrative Office of the Courts 

1982 1')0) 1')(14 19(15 19116 1907 

PROJECTED 

28,165 

0--0 

• • 

1988 

30,715 
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37,244 

Filings-Based on Past 5 Years 
(1983-1987) of Actual Filings. 

Filings-Based on Past 10 Years 
(1978-1987) of Actual Filings. 

1989 1990 1991 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
RANKINGS IN ORDER OF TOTAL CASES FILED 
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Rank Court Total Number of Cases Filed* Percentage of Total FY 1986 Rank 

11 35,973 17.9% 
2 7 30,694 15.3% 
3 10 19,006 9.4% 
4 15 16,626 8.3% 
5 2 15,864 7 . 9~{' 
6 4 15,002 7. 4% 
7 3 13,152 6.5% 
8 13 8,719 4.3% 
9 6 7,378 3.7% 

10 9 7,245 3.6% 
11 12 6,981 3.5% 
12 18 5,653 2.8% 
13 5 4,538 2.3% 
14 16 4,081 2.0% 
15 8 3,594 1.8% 
16 3,255 1.6% 
17 17 1,930 1.0% 
18 19 1,560 0.8% 
19 14** 0 0.0% 

State 201,251 100.0% 

~The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant brought 
before a court on 3 charges would be counted as 3 cases. 

**Court 14 is used to handle some driving under the influence, fugitive warrant, and other cases 
which are included in the totals for other courts. 

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Courts 
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5 
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241,004 

• 
I 219,965 
I 210,9~6 ~ __ O~_-----O 

, ... m : --" ~ >n.'" ~;. ____ 226,1J5 

~o-- 212 219,505 
,215 

150,445 

149,569 

--=---0' 
ISO,119 

'i' 

'i' 

101,390 

HOTEl Trend l1na. COMPUted by linear regras8ion analysis. 

172,121 
117,131 

~~----o-- _ 174,646 

11~,~'6 ~ ~ 
172,006 

192,444 

Fi I1n99 G----O 

Dlol"'Bitiona 0 - - 0 

Pendln9 at End of Year 6. l::o. 

8,554 9,099 IO,15J 11,289 10,769 11,037 1J.192 10,632 11,170 14,119 

fr -6 !J. "tl IS ~ __ ~6. 

I 

205,045 

0-0 
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ALDERMAN'S COURT 

Legal Authorization 

Alderman's Courts are authorized by the town charters of their respective towns. 

Geographic OrganIzation 
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Alerman's Courts have Jurisdiction only within their own town limits. There were 13 active Alderman's 
or Mayor's Courts at the start of FY 1987; 5 In New Castle County and 8 In Sussex County. The Alderman's Court 
In Middletown was closed In November, 1986, leaving 4 Courts In New Castle County at the end of FY 1987 along 
with the 8 In Sussex County. When a town Is without a court or an alderman for any period of time, Its cases 
are transferred to the nearest JustIce of the Peace Court. In the case of Middletown, the cases were trans­
ferred to J. P. Court #9. 

Legal Jurisdiction 

The Jurisdiction of an Alderman's Court Is limited to minor misdemeanors, traffic offenses, parking 
violations, and minor clvl I matters. The specific JurIsdIction of each court varies with the town charter 
(which Is approved by the State Legislature). Appeals are taken de novo to Superior Court withIn 15 days of 
the trial. 

Aldermen 

The selection, number, tenure and qualifications of aldermen are determined by the towns themselves. 
Some require lawyers while others choose ordInary citizens. A few aldermen serve ful I-time, while some are 
part-time judges. In New Castle, the mayor serves as judge of their court. 

Caseload Trend 

Total statewide filings In the,Alderman's Courts fel I by 8.8% from 24,620 during FY 1986 to 22,452 In 
FY 1987. There was a drop In total statewide dispositIons for the Alderman's Courts as wei I, decreasing by 
7.6% to 22,009 In FY 1987 from 23,828 In FY 1986. 

Information on total pendIng for Alderman's Courts began for FY 1980 and has risen durIng each fIscal 
year. In FY 1987 there was a 9.6% Increase from 4,598 total pending at the end of FY 1986 to 5,041 total 
pendIng at the end of FY 1987. 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Elsmere 
Han. Edward F. Doyle, Jr., Mayor 

Newark 
Han. Thomas B. Ferry, Chief Alderman 

a f Delaware 
Han. Michael B. Joseph, Deputy Alderman 

New Castle 
Han. John F. Klingmeyer, Mayor 

Newport 
Han. Annette Leech, Alderman 

ALDERMAN'S COURTS 

ALDERMEN 

KENT COUNTY SUSSEX COUNTY 

Bethany Beach 
Han. J. Joseph Tansey, Alderman 
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Han. Harold Britton Barber, Assistant Alderman 

Brideville 
Han. Constance H. Collins, Alderman 
Han. F. Eugene Crockett, Assisant Alderman 

Delmar 
Han. Linda H. Walmsley, Aldermen 

Dewey Beach 
Han. James C. Pope, II, Alderman 
Han. Albert C. Gibson, Alderman 

Fenwick Island 
Han. Richard A. Barton, Chief Deputy 

Alderman of Delaware 
Laurel 
Han. Edward Walmsley, Jr., Alderman 
Han. Linda H. Walmsley, Assistant Alderman 

Ocean View 
Han. Marilyn F. Denny, Alderman 

Rehoboth Beach 
Han. Michael J. DeFiore, Alderman 
Vacant, Assistant Alderman 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

ELSMERE 
Mayor's Court 49 
11 Poplar Avenue 
Elsmere, DE 19805 

(998-·2215 ) 

Executive Secretary 
Mary Kelleher 

NEWARK 
Alderman's Court 40 
220 Elkton Road 
P.O. Box 390 
Newark, De 19715 

(366-7028, 366-7029) 

Clerk of the Court 
Margaret B. Nelson 

Clerk Typist 
Betty Hales 
Donna Mooyman (part-time) 
Kathryn Conner (part-time) 

ALDERMAN'S COURTS 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

KENT COUNTY SUSSEX COUNTY 
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BETHANY BEACH 
Alderman's Court 31 
P.O. Box 109 
Bethany Beach, DE 19930 

(539-8011) 

BRIDGEVILLE 
Alderman's Court 32 
101 N. Main Street 
Bridgeville, DE 19933 

(337-7371) 

DELMAR 
Alderman's Court 33 
P.O. Box 398 
Delmar, DE 19940 

(846-2138 ) 

DEWEY BEACH 
Alderman's Court 36 
Town Hall 
105 Rodney Street 
Dewey Beach, DE 19971 

(227-6363) 

FENWICK ISLAND 
Alderman's Court 34 
Town Hall 
Fenwick Island, DE 19944 

(539-3011) 



NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

NEW CASTLE 
Mayor's Court 41 
220 Delaware Street 
New Castle, DE 19720 

(322-9802) 

Court Clerk 
P. M. DiEmidio 

NEI'/PORT 
Alderman's Court 42 
15 N. Augustine Street 
P.O. Box 3053 
Newport, DE 19804 

(998-2707) 

ALDERMAN'S COURTS 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL (CONTINUED) 

KENT COUNTY SUSSEX COUNTY 

LAUREL 
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Alderman's Court 35 
P.O. Box 210 
Laurel, DE 19956 

(875-2855) 

Court Clerk 
Linda H. Walmsley 

OCEAN VIEW 
Alderman's Court 43 
Town Hall 
Oakwood Avenue 
P.O. Box 3 
Ocean View, DE 19970 

(539-9797) 

REHOBOTH BEACH 
Alderman's Court 37 
P.O. Box C 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 

(227-7917) 
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ALDERMAN'S COURT 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
TOTAL CASES* 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Pending Pending Change In % Change 
Court 6/30/86 Filings Dispositions 6/30/87 Pending In Pending 

New Castle Count~ 
Elsmere** 122 407 522 7 115 - 94.3% 
Middletown 115 179 294 0 115 -100.0% 
Newal.'k 2,689 7,732 6,592 3,829 +1,140 + 42. 4% 
New Castle 0 471 471 0 0 
Newport** 434 3,272 3,610 96 338 - 77.9% 

Sussex Count~ 
Bethany Beach 319 1,798 1 ,786 331 + 12 + 3.8% 
Bridgeville 199 3,453 3,458 194 5 2.5% 
DelmaI.' 106 288 310 84 22 - 20.8% 
Dewey Beach 424 1,309 1,428 305 119 - 28.1% 
Fenwick Island 0 1 ,510 1 ,510 0 0 
Laurel 102 676 675 103 + + 1 .0% 
Ocean View 0 200 200 0 0 
Rehoboth Beach 88 1 ,157 1 ,153 92 + 4 + 4.6% 

TOTALS 4,598 22,452 22,009 5,041 + 443 + 9.6% 

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant with 3 chal.'ges 
disposed of is counted as 3 dispositions. 

**The Elsmere Court and the Newport Court only collect fines for traffic cases and do not actually try the case. 

Source: Aldel.'man's COUl.'ts 



Court 

New Castle County 
Elsmere 
Middletown 
Newark 
New Castle 
Newport 

Sussex County 
Bethany Beach 
Bridgeville 
Delmar 
Dewey Deach 
Fenwick Island 
Laurel 
Ocean View 
Rehoboth Beach 

TOTALS 

Pending 
6/30/86 

o 
2 

950 
o 
o 

21 
11 
2J 

179 
o 

22 
o 
2 

1 ,210 

Filings 

o 
12 

1,745 
1 
o 

82 
400 

34 
583 
265 
169 

o 
320 

3,611 

ALDERMAN'S COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
CRIMINAL CASES* 
WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Dispositions 

0 
14 

1,626 
1 
0 

71 
411 

36 
637 
265 
164 

0 
322 

3,547 

Pending 
6/30/87 

0 
0 

1,069 
0 
0 

32 
0 

21 
125 

0 
27 

0 
0 

1,274 

Change In 
Pending 

0 
2 

+119 
0 
0 

+ 11 
- 11 

2 
- 54 

0 
+ 5 

0 
2 

+ 64 
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% Change 
In Pending 

-100.0% 
+ 12.5% 

+ 54.2% 
-100.0% 

8.7% 
- 30.2% 

+ 22. 7% 

-100.0% 

+ 5.3% 

*The unit of count for criminal cases is the charge. For example, a defendant with 3 charges disposed of 
is counted as 3 dispositions. 

Source: Alderman's Courts 
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Pending 
Court 6/30/86 ---

New Castle Count~ 
Elsmere** 122 
Middletown 113 
Newark 1,739 
New Castle 0 
Newport** 434 

Sussex County 
Bethany Beach 298 
Bridgeville 188 
Delmar 83 
Dewey Beach 245 
Fenwick Island 0 
Laurel 80 
Ocean View 0 
Rehoboth Beach 86 

TOTALS 3,388 

Filings 

407 
167 

5,987 
470 

3,272 

1 ,716 
3,053 

254 
726 

1,245 
507 
200 
837 

18,841 

ALDERMAN'S COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
TRAFFIC CASES* 

WORKLOAD SUMMARY 

Dispositions 

522 
280 

4,966 
470 

3,610 

1 ,715 
3,047 

274 
791 

1,245 
511 
200 
831 

18,462 

Pending Change In 
6/30/87 Pending 

7 115 
0 113 

2,760 +1,021 
0 0 

96 338 

299 + 
194 + 6 

63 20 
180 65 

0 0 
76 4 

0 0 

9Z + 6 

3,767 + 379 
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% Change 
In Pending 

- 94.3% 
-10{)'0% 
+ 58.7% 

- 77.9% 

+ 0.3% 
+ 3.2% 
- 24.1% 
- 26.5% 

5.0% 

+ 9.3% 

+ 11.2% 

*The unit of count in traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant with 3 charges disposed of is 
counted as 3 defendants. 

**The Elsmere Court and the Newport Court only collect fines for traffic cases and do not actually try the case. 

Source: Alderman's Courts 



Court 

New Castle Count~ 
Elsmere** 
Middletown 
Newark 
New Castle 
Newport** 

Sussex Count~ 
Bethany Beach 
Bridgeville 
Delmar 
Dewey Beach 
Fenwick Island 
Laurel 
Ocean View 
Rehoboth Beach 

TOTALS 

ALDERMAN'S COURTS 

COMPARISON - FISCAL YEARS 1986-1987 
TOTAL CASES 

WORKLOAD 

Number of Dispositions* 

1986 1987 

2,557 522 
1 ,013 294 
6,875 6,592 
1,027 471 
2,794 3,610 

1,542 1,786 
2,682 3,458 

439 310 
804 1,428 

1 ,158 1 ,510 
963 675 
157 200 

1 ,817 -L 153 

23,828 22,009 

Change 

-2,035 
719 
283 
556 

+ 816 

+ 244 

+ 776 
129 

+ 624 

+ 352 
288 

+ 43 
664 

-1,819 
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% Change 

- 79.6% 
- 71.0% 

4.1 % 

- 54.1% 
+ 29.2% 

+ 15.8% 
+ 2B.9% 
- 29.4% 
+ 77.6% 
+ 30.4% 
- 29.9% 
+ 27. 4% 
- 36.5% 

7.6% 

*The unit of count in criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant with 3 charges 
disposed of is counted as 3 dispositions. 

**The Elsmere Court and the Newport·Court collect fines for traffic cases and do not actually try the case. 

Source: Alderman's Courts 
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Rank Total 

1 Newark 
2 Bridgeville 
3 Newport** 
4 Bethany Beach 
5 Fenwick Island 
6 Dewey Beach 
7 Rehoboth Beach 
8 Laurel 
9 New Castle 

10 El smere** 
11 Delmar 
12 Ocean View 
13 Middletown 

TOTALS 

ALDERMAN'S COURTS 

FISCAL YEAR 1987 
RANKINGS IN ORDER OF TOTAL CASES FILED 

Number of Filin~ Percentage of Total 

7,732 34.4% 
3,453 15.4% 
3,272 14.6% 
1,798 8.0% 
1 ,510 6.7% 
1,309 5.8% 
1 ,157 5.2% 

676 3.0% 
471 2.1 % 
407 1.8% 
288 1 .3% 
200 0.9% 
179 0.8% 

22,452 100.0% 
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FY 1986 Rank 

2 
3 
6 
8 
7 
5 

11 
10 

4 
12 
13 

9 

*The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge. For example, a defendant with 3 charges 
disposed of is counted as 3 dispositions. 

**The Elsmere Court and the Newport Court only collect fines for traffic cases and do not actually try the case. 

Source: Alderman's Courts 
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--0_0---
0

_

0 22,377 22,052 21,727 21,402 21,077 

0-0 

• • 

Filings-Based on Past 5 Year~ 
(1983-1987) of IIctual riling •• 

Filings-Based on "fist 10 Years 
(1978-1987) of IIctual FIlings. 

Fiscal Year: 1'17" 197') !'mo 19AI 19A2 19RJ 1'1114 1'105 19n6 1987 l'lAA 198'1 1'190 1991 1992 

Sourc(!: Administr.'1tive Orfice of the Court~ 
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VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION 

Th~ Violent CrImes Compensation Board Ie authorized by I I Delaware Code, Chapter 90. 

PURPOSE 
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It Is the purpose of the VIDlent Crimes Compensation Board to "promote the public welfare by establishIng a 
mean£ of meeting the additional hardships Imposed upon the Innocent victims of certain crimes and the family 
and dependents of those vIctIms". Compen~atlon Is available to meet the added burden which sometl~es face 
the Innocent crime victIm up to a maximum of $20,000. The minimum award Is $25, though In dIre hardship cases 
the mInImum loss may be waived. The Board receIves a 15% penalty assessment whIch, by law, Is added onto every 
state fIne, penalty and forfeIture. These monies are doposltsd Into the "VIctim's Compensation Fund" for use 
When needed. The fund !s also replenished through court ordered restItution. WIth the passage of "The Victims 
of Crime Act of 1984" (VOCA), Delaware's Violent CrImes CompensatIon Board receIves reImbursement for 35% of 
the amount paid out In claims from the state's victim compensation fund for the prevIous federal fiscal year. 

GEOGRAPHic ORGANIZATIoN 

The Board Is responsible for handling requests for compensation throughout the State of Delaware. Hearings 
on these requests may be held anywhere In the State at the convenIence of the vIctIm, wIth the AdminIstratIve 
Oiflce of the VIolent Crimes CompensatIon Board located In WilmIngton. 

PERSONNEL 

The Vlolont Crimes Compensation Board consists of five members: a chaIrwoman, a vice-chairman and three addi­
tional Board members. Each member Is appointed by the Governor and must be approved by the Senate before 
serving on the Board. The term of each Board m~mber Is three years as long as no more than two members have 
their terms expIre at the end of any gIven year. The Board may appoInt an Executive Secretary and other 
employees as needed up to a mar.lmum of five at anyone tIme. The Board currently employs an Executive 
Secretary, an admlnl.tratlve assistant, two claIm InvestIgators and a secretary. 

CASElOAD TREND 

The revenue receipts of over $948,750 received from penalty assessments end court-ordered restItutIon durIng 
FY 1987 were deposited In the "VIctIm's CompensatIon Fund". The budget expenditures of roughly $790,200 are 
a combination of approximately $209,300 In admInistrative costs and $580,800 In award payments and revenue 
refunds. The Board has paId out approxImately $3,395,000 In award payments since FY 1976. In FY 1987, the 
Board awarded 1608,700 but, due to budget lImitations, paid out $580,400. The dIfference of $28,300 wi I I be 
paId out In FY 1988. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD 
Suite 10 

1500 East Newport Pike 
Wilmington, Delaware 19804 

(995-8383) 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Leah W. Betts, Chalrwor.lan (0, 8/5/89) 
Edward Stansky, VIce-Chairman (0, 6/30/90) 
Saxton C. Lambertson (R, 5/30/88) 
Stephen L. Manlsta (R, 1/20/88) 
Charles H. Toliver, IV (R, 6/30/88) 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

Executive Secretary 
Oakley M. Banning, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 
Ann L. DelNegro 

Claim Investigators 
Marcia A. Jenkins 
Howard P. Wilson 

Secretary 
Barbara E. We I 5S 
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FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARD 

Legal AuthorizatIon 

The Foster Care RevIew Board Is authorIzed by 31 Delaware Code, Chapter 38. 

Purpose 
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The Board serves as a volunteer-based monItoring system responsIble for IdentIfyIng and perIodIcally 
revIewIng Delaware's chIldren placed In out-of-home foster care. PeriodIc revIews of children In out-of-home 
placement are conducted to ensure that contInuIng efforts are being made to obtaIn permanent homes for child­
ren, to provIde stabIlity In the lIves of chIldren who must be removed from their homes, to make the needs 
of a chIld for physIcal, mental, and emotional gr.owth the determining factors In permanency plannIng, and 
to ensure that foster care remains a temporary status. 

The Board engages In case advocacy on behalf of Individual foster chIldren, and class advocacy actIons 
on behalf of the class of foster children. 

The Board must report annually to the Chief JustIce of the Supreme Court, the General Assembly, and the 
Governor regarding the effectiveness of Its actIvities. The Board must also make recommendatIons concernIng 
resources, polIcies, and statutes whIch affect the goal of permanency for children at that tIme. 

Geographic Organization 

The Board Is responsIble for revIewing the placement of chIldren throughout the State of Delaware and 
actual review sessions are conducted In Wilmington, Dover, MIlford and Georgetown. The AdmInistrative Office 
of the Board Is located In Wilmington. 

Personnel 

78 citizen volunteers composed the Foster Care RevIew Board In FY 1987. Board members are appoInted 
by i-he Governor and serve terms of not more than three years. Not more than a sImple majority of the Board 
members may be members of eIther major politIcal party. The Governor desIgnates one member who serves at 
his pleasure ~s ChaIrman of the Board. The Board hires an Executive DIrector who may, In turn, employ 
additional support personnel. 

Performance 

Leglsl~tlon sIgned by Governor MIchael N. Castle on June 23, 1986 has expanded the Board's program to 
review 100 percent of chIldren In out-of-home foster care effective by March 1, 1987. DurIng FY 1987, the 
Board conducted 1,125 case revIews of children In foster care. 
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The Board, or Its ExecutIve CommIttee, may petItIon FamIly Court for a JudIcIal hearIng when the Board 
belIeves there has been no progress towards achIevIng permanency for a chIld durIng a six-month perIod or 
when the placement agency dIsagrees with the Board's recommendatIon. The Board fIled petItIons for a JudIcIal 
hearIng on behalf of 57 foster chIldren durIng FY 1987. 

As of June 1987, the Board's statewIde Inventory of chIldren IdentifIed 734 foster chi Idren. The Board's 
sample of chIldren to be reviewed contaIned 734 chIldren. 



FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARD 
7th Floor 

Elbert N. Carvel Delaware State Building 
820 North French Street 

Wilmington, Delaware 19801 
(571-6000) 

Staff Assistant 
Andra D. Berry 
Robin Mayhew 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Chairman 
Shirley A. Cuprey (D) 

Vice-Chairmen 
Nancy McKenna (D, 9/7/89) 

Linda Burris (R, 10/31/90) 

SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

Executive Director 
Barbara A. Brown 

Cathy K. Conner (part-time) 
Deborah L. Simon (part-time) 

Secretary 
Charlotte J. Harris 
Lorraine Kunz 

•• 
• •• 
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COURT ON THE JUDICIARY 
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Article IV, Section 37 of the Constitution of the State of Delaware created this Court, consisting of the 
Chief Justice and the Justices of the Supreme Court, the Chancel lor of the Court of Chancery, and the President 
Judge of Superior Court. 

Any Judicial officer appointed by the Governor may be censured, removed, or retired by the Court on the 
Judiciary for wi I Iful misconduct In office, willful and persistent failure to perform duties, commission of 
an offense Involving moral turplture after appointment, other misconduct In violation of the Canons of Judicial 
Ethics, or permanent mental or physical dlsabl I Ity InterferIng wIth the proper performance of hIs dutIes. 

No censure, removal, or retIrement can be effectIve untl I the JudicIal offIcer has been served wIth written 
charges and has had the opportunity to be heard In accordance wIth due process of law. 

The Court on the JudIcIary has the power to: 

(a) summon witnesses to appear and testify under oath and to compel productIon of other evidence, and 
(b) adopt rules establishing procedures for the InvestIgation and trial of a JudicIal officer. 

JUDICIAL CONFERENCE 

Legal AuthorIzation 

The JudIcial Conference Is authorIzed by Supreme Court Rule 71. 

Duties 

The JudIcIal Conference si'udles the Judicial busIness of the courts wIth a vIew towards Improving the 
adminIstration of JustIce In the State. The Conference also consIders Improvements In procedure, consIders 
and recommends legislatIon, consIders and implements the Canons of Judicial Ethics, holds symposIa of Bench 
and Bar, and revIews contInuing JudIcIal education programs. 

MembershIp 

The membershIp of the Conference Includes the Judges of the Supreme Court, Court of Chancery, SuperIor 
Court, Family Court, Court of Common Pleas, and the MunIcIpal Court of WIlmington as wei I as the ChIef Magistrate 
of the JustIce of the Peace Courts. The ChIef JustIce Is presidIng officer of the Conference. The DIrector 
of the AdminIstrative Office of the Courts serves as secretary for the Conference. Scheduled meetIngs of the 
Conference are held on the fIrst Wednesdays of December and June. AdditIonal meetings may be cal led by the 
Chief Justice or by the senior AssocIate Justice If he Is absent. 
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE COUNCIL 

Legal Authorization 

The Criminal Justice Council Is authorized by 11 Delaware Code, Chapter 87. 

Duties 
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The Councl I Is charged with the continuous study of the administration of Justice In the State, Including 
the organization, procedure, practice, rules, and methods of administration and operation of each and al I the 
courts of the State, whether of record or not of record. The Councl I collects and uses statistical and other 
Information concerning the work of the courts and other criminal Justice agencies and makes recommendations 
to the Governor, the General Assembly, the courts and/or the bar. The Council al locates federal block grant 
funds to various agencies for the Improvement of the state criminal Justice system. 

Membership 

The 19 members of the Councl I are: the Chief Justice, the President Judge of Superior Court, the Chief 
Judge of Family Court, the Chief Magistrate, the Attorney General, the Public Defender, the CommIssioner for 
the Department of Correction, the Chief of the Bureau of Adult Correction, the Director of the Division of 
Youth Rehabilitation, the Chairman of the Board of Parole, the Superintendent of the State Pol Ice, the Chiefs 
of Police for New Castle Ccunty and Wilmington, the Chairman of the Delaware Police Chiefs' Councl I, the Super­
Intendent of Public Instruction, ~nd four (4) at-large members selected by the Governor. The current members 
are as follows: 

Hon. Andrew D. Christie, Chief Justice, Supreme Court 
Hon. Albert J. Stlftel, President Judge, Superior Court 
Hon. Robert D. Thompson, Chief Judge, Family Court 
Hon. Norman A. Barron, Chief Magistrate, Justice of the Peace Courts 
Char I es M. Obar I y, II I, Attorney Genera I 
Lawrence M. Sullivan, Esq., Public Defender 
Robert J. Watson, Commissioner, Department of Corrections 
Henry Risley, Chief, Bureau of Adult Correction 
Daniel W. Cox, Director, Division of Youth Rehabl I Itatlon 
Oliver Casson, Chairman, Board of Parole 
Col. Clifford Gravlet, Superintendent, State Police 
John McCarnan, Chief, New Castle County Police 
Joseph Pennell, Chief, Wilmington Police 
Donald McGinty, Vice-Chairman, Delaware Pol Ice Chiefs' Councl I 
Dr. William B. Keene, Supt:1rlntendent, Public Instruction 
Carl Schnee, Esq., (Chairman), At-Large Member 
James E. Liquori, Esq., At-Large Member 
Ann Burton, At-Large Member 
Robert C. Forney, At-Large Member 



THE BOARD OF MANAGERS, DELAWARE JUSTICE INFORMATION SYSTEM 

Legal Authorization 

The Board of Managers, Delaware Justice InformatIon System, Is authorized by I I Delaware Code, 
Chapter 86. 

Duties 
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The Board Is charged with the establishing of policy for the development, ImplementatIon, and operation 
of comprehensIve data sy~tems In support of the agencies and courts of the crIminal Justice system of the 
State. Said data systems Include, but are not limited to, criminal history record Information with respect 
to Individuals who are arrested, or agaInst whom formal criminal charges are preferred withIn thIs State, 
or against whom proceedings related to the adjudication of a Juvenile as delinquent are Instituted. 

Membership 

The Board Is composed of fourteen members, nine of whom are voting members who represent the fol lowing 
agencies and courts: the Office of the Governor, the DivIsion of State Police, the Delaware Pol Ice Chiefs 
Councl I, the Office of the Attorney General, the Office of the Public Defender, the Family Court, al I other 
Courts, the Division of Youth Rehabilitation Services, and the Department of CorrectIon. The non-voting 
members represent the fol lowing entitIes: the Senate, the House of Representatives, the State Bureau of 
Identification, the Office of InformatIon Systems and the Criminal Justice Councl I. The current appointIng 
authorities are: 

Voting: 

Hon. Michael N. Castle, Governor 
Hon. Andrew D. ChrIstie, ChIef Justice, Supreme Court 
Hon. Charles M. Oberly, I I I, Attorney General 
Lawrence M. SullIvan, Esquire, Public Defender 
Robert J. Watson, Commissioner, Department of Correction 
Daniel W. Cox, Director, DivIsion of Youth RehabIlItation Services 
Col. Clifford Gravlet, Superintendent, State Police 
Col. John McCarnan, Chairman, Delaware Police Chiefs Council 

Non-Voting: 

Hon. Richard Cordrey, President Pro Tempore, Senate 
Hon. Joseph Petrilli, Speaker, House of RepresentatIves 
Col. Clifford Gravlet, Superintendent, State Police 
John Nold, Director, Office of Information Systems 
Thomas J. Quinn, Director, Criminal Justice CouncTl 
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LEGISLATION 
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The fol lowing select, court-related legislation was enacted during 1987 by the Delaware General Assembly. 

SENATE 

Senate BII I 46 
Sponsors: Senator Sharp; Representatives Hebner, Houghton, Buckworth, Davis and Plant. 
Signed by the Governor 2/17/87. 

This bIll changes the Delaware Code relating to Juries, trial by jury, jury selecTion and service. 

Senate BII I 69 
Sponsors: Senators Vaughn and Hoi loway; Representatives DavIs and B. Ennis. 
Signed by the Governor 7/1/87. 

This bl I I authorizes the Department of Correction to adminIstratively handle technical and minor violatIons 
of condItions of partial corlflnement, probation or suspension of sentence. 

Senate Bill 71 
Sponsors: Senators Vaughn and Hoi loway; Representatives DavIs and B. Ennis. 
Signed by the Governor 7/10/87. 

This bl I I authorizes a five-level continuum of punishment as recommended by the Sentencing Accountability 
CommissIon. 

Senate BII 93 
Sponsors: Senators Sharp, Zimmerman, Vaughn, Berndt and Bane; Represent~~lves Hebner, Spence and Houghton. 
Signed by the Governor 7/9/87. 

This bll I amends the Delaware Code relating to the General Corporation Law of the State. 

Senate Bli I 128 
Sponsors: Senators Hoi !oway and Balr; Representatives Taylor and Van Santo 
SIgned by the governor 6/29/87. 

This bl' I clarifies the definition of a control led substance. 
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Senate Bill 171 
Sponsors! Senator Sharp and Representative Hebner. 
Signed by the Governor 7/8/87. 
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This bl I I authorizes the Court of Chancery to appoint an Interim guardian under em~rgency circumstances. 

Senate BII! 210 
Sponsor: Senator Hoi loway. 
Signed by the Governor 7/13/87. 

This bl I I amends the Delaware Code to vest Jurisdiction over al I appeals from Family Court orders In clvl I 
proceedings directly to the Supreme Court. 

Senate Bill 228 
Sponsors: Senator Adams; Representatives Barnes and Carey. 
Signed by the Governor 7/8/87. 

This bl I I amends the State Judicial Pension Plan by permitting an alternative method for a State Judge 
to become a member of said plan. 

Senate B II I 267 
Sponsors: Senator Adams and Representative Barnes. 
Signed by the Governor 7/9/87. 

This bll I amends the manner by which Judicial pensions may be calculated so as not to penalize senior 
judges who retire prior to 1990. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

House Bill 35 
Sponsors: Representatives Jonklert, Davis, Barnes, Bennett, Boykin, Brady, Buckworth, Bunting, Campanel!I, 

Carey, Caulk, Clark, Corrozl, B. Ennis, Fallon, Houghton, Jester, Maroney, Oberle, Outten, Petrilli, Quillen, 
Roy, Spence, Taylor, Van Sant, West and Wingate; Senators Connor, Minner and Torbert. 

Signed by the Governor 5/18/87. 

This bl I I provides for a house arrest program for non-violent offenders. 



House Substitute No. 1 for House Bill 61 
Sponsors: Representatives Maroney and Jester; Senators Hoi loway and Connor. 
Signed by the Governor 4/10/87. 

This bl I I amends the Delaware Code relating to chi Id support obligations. 

House BII' 63 
Sponsors: Representatives Davls, Soles, Spence, Hebner and BUckworth; Senators Vaughn and Slatcher. 
Signed by the Governor 7/16/87. 
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This bll' establishes specific procedures for the disbursement of restitution payments to the victims 
of crimes. 

House Bill 282 

Sponsors: Representative Oberle and Senator Bane. 
SIgned by the Governor 7/16/87. 

ThIs bll I transfers responsibility and authority for Prothonotary OffIces from county governments to the 
State of Delaware. 

House Bill 309 
Sponsor: Representatl ve Petr 1111. 
SIgned by the Governor 6/17/87. 

ThIs bl I I amends the Delaware Code relatIng to Justice of the Peace Court costs. 
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