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INTRODUCTION

DATA COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

The National Crime Survey is a project which
collects data on personal and household victimization
through an ongoing national survey of residential
addresses.

The National Crime Survey program was designed
to achieve four primary objectives: to develop detailed
infor—ation about the victims and consequences of
crime, to estimate the numbers and types of crimes not
reported to the police, to provide uniform measures of
selected types of crimes, and to permit comparisons
over time and types of areas. The survey provides
measures for the following types of crimes, including
attempts: rape, robbery, assault, burglary, larceny,
and auto or motor vehicle theft. Detailed information
about each victimization incident is recorded as well
as the characteristics of the offender insofar as the
victim can report them.

The original design of the National Crime Survey
consisted of surveys of both households and commercial
establishments, nationally and in selected American
cities. Collection of data for commercial establish-
ments and in specific cities ended in 1975, and in 1977
for the National Sample. The data from these surveys
are also available from the |CPSR and are documented
elsewhere. This codebook documents the National Sample
household survey, which has been conducted continuously
since 1972. Other important sources of information
about these data and their use are contained in the
National Sample Survey Documentation and the National
Sample Interviewer's Manual, produced by the Bureau of
the Census, as well as numerous publication based on
these data from the Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Also useful is the report of the National Academy of
Sciences panel on the National Crime Surveys program
(National Academy of Science, 1976). All these data
have been collected by the U.S. Bureau of the Census
for the Bureau of Justice Statistics. |In addition to
the extensive work done on these data by the Census
Bureau, further data processing and documentation
preparation has been performed by ICPSR under grants
from the Bureau of Justice Statistics.




THE NATIONAL CRIME SURVEY

The National Crime Survey program traces its
immediate origins to the work performed for the
President's Commission on Law Enforcement and the
Administration of Justice, impaneled in 1965. The
commission was the second presidential commission in
this century to attempt a comprehensive examination of
crime and law enforcement, the first being the
Wickersham Commission established in 1929 by President
Hoover. Both commissions were established during
periods in which crime appeared to be rising signif-
icantly and when public concern was widespread. One
important issue which each commission considered, was
the need for accurate information on the amount and
distribution of crime.

Traditionally, such information was limited to
official statistics on the activities of law enforce-
ment statistics on the activities of law enforcement
agencies or the judiciary. These figures had long been
criticized as representing only a small fraction of the
events occurring in society which might be character-
ized as criminal, The Wickersham Commission focused on
questions related to the collection and reliability of
statistics available from law enforcement agencies such
as those reported through the Uniform Crime Reports
(UCR) systems, which was then in its infancy. Signif-
icant problems were seen in the reliance upon official
statistics of crimes known both because many events are
not reported to police and many other organizational
and administrative influences may affect particular
Jurisdictions and their reports.

By the 1960's, however, the methodology of sample
surveys was sufficiently developed to allow exploration
of ways in which they might be applied to the problem
of measuring crime. Such surveys were seen as a means
whereby accurate and alternative measurements of crime
were possible. Survey-based measures could serve as a
social indicator of the incidence of crime and provide
detailed information on the characteristics and
circumstances of events which were defined as criminal.
Such information would allow the examination of a wide
would allow the examination of a wide variety of
important topics, including who was victimized by
different types of crimes and how often, the consequen-
ces of victimization in injury and financial loss, the
willingness of victims to report crimes to the police,
and the characteristics of offenders as reported by




victims. It was also believed that accurate and timely
estimates of the incidence of crime could be developed
to allow comparisons over time and assess statistics
available from official sources, especially the UCR
counts of crimes known to the police.

Several field surveys were conducted for the
President's Commission and revealed both that stat-
istics on crimes known to the police under~represented
the amount of crime and that the measurement of victim-
ization with sample surveys was feasible, though for
many reasons difficuit (Biderman, et al. 1967; Ennis,
1967; Reiss, 1967; Block, C.B. and Block, R.L. [1984].
'Crime definition, crime measurement and victim
surveys'. JOURNAL OF SOCIAL [SSUES, 40, 137-160)., One
of the problems identified in this developmental stage
was the wvarying ability of respondents to recall
victimization experiences. This variation was seen tc
be dependent in part upon the length of the reference
period for which the respondent was asked to recall
incidents. Many victimization experiences appear to be
of low salience to their victims and may be forgotten
within a year. Since one goal! of the NCS was to
estimate the incidence of victimization for specific
time periods, it therefore became important to deter-~
mine the ideal reference period: the length of time
which would elicit the most reliable results, given
reasonable limits on the frequency with which the
surveys could be conducted. Other issues of methodo-
logical importance included questionnaire design,
especially the screen questions, (designed to elicit
reports of victimization), respondent selectien, the
order of administration of instruments, and the classi-
fication of incidents (See Skogan, 1981, for a recent
review of measurement issues in victimization surveys).

As part of the methodological effort in developing
the NCS, several pretests were performed (see Lehnen
and Skogan, 1981 and 1983, for a collection of relevant
documents) . Among the pretests were three reverse
record check studies consisting of interviews with
known victims of selected crimes identified by sampling
from police records. Pretests were conducted in
Washington, D.C. (1970), and Baltimore, Maryland
(1870}, and San Jose, California (1971). Findings
confirmed the results of earlier work which indicated
that the accuracy of the detailed informatien in
reports increases as the length of the reference period




decreased, Respondents were able to recall more
accurately when an event occurred within 3 months of
months of the interview than 6 months, and able to
recall for a 6 month period more accurately than a 12
month period. However, the shorter the recall period
emplioyed in the survey, the larger the sample must be
to gather a comparable number of incident reports. A
reference period of 6 months was finally chosen for the
National Sample as representing a reasonable balance
balance between the need for accuracy and cost of
collection.

The 6 month reference period is administered by
the use of bounding interviews to fix the specific
period within which the incident occurred and to
eliminate telescoping. Telescoping refers to common
probiems in retrospective surveys, that respondents
tend to report incidents as occurring either earlier or
later than they actually did. Telescoped events which
actually occurred prior to the reference period can be
minimized by bounding at the time of the first inter-
view. Bounding established the reference point of the
first interview to avoid duplicate reports of incidents
in subsequent interviews. The effect of bounding was
examined in the Quarterly Household Survey victimiza-
tion supplement. Both bounded interviews were
conducted using the household respondent technique.

The survey data were compared on the basis of type of
crime and whether the interviews were bounded or not.
Results showed that unbounded interviews produced
higher victimization rates than bounded interviews,
i.e., that telescoping into the reference period was
taking place. In the NCS design, each visit to a
household is used to bound the next one by comparing
reports in the current interview with those given 6
months prior. When a report appears to be a duplicate,
the respondent is reminded of the earlier report and
asked if the new report represents the incident pre-
viousty mentioned or if it is different. A household
which moves into a previously selected address will
have an unbounded first interview, which currently is
included in the data.

The question of whether household respondents
should be asked to report for themselves and all other
household members sixteen and older, or whether each
qualified household member should be interviewed
individually, was studied in pilot household victimiza-
tion surveys in San Jose, California, and Dayton, Ohio.
A sampie of about 5,500 households in each area was




divided equally between those using the household
respondent technique and the self-respondent technique.
Results demonstrated that the self-respondent method
generated substantially greater reporting of incidents.
These results led to a study design that called for
interviews with all household members 1k years or
older. In the current design, only 12 and 13 year olds
are routinely interviewed by proxy.

Other results indicated that while many incidents
known to have occurred were reported to survey inter-
viewers, some were not. Victims of assault were found
to be most difficult to locate, indicating they may
have much higher mobility rates. Also, personal crimes
in which the offender was a person known to the victim
were least likely to be reported.

To provide dota for the nation as a whole, the
survey was based upon a sample of about 72,000 housing
units, interviews are conducted at 6 month intervals
with each household member. The number of interviews
conducted monthly was approximately 10,000. Beginning
in June 1984, however, a sample cut was initiated which
now results in about 59,000 households in the sample,
of which about 9,000 are interviewed monthly.

The National Crime Survey National Sample is a
sample of addresses in the United States, in which
interviewers return to a housing unit and conduct
interviews with the current residents of the unit. All
persons age 12 and older in selected household and
group quarters are interviewed, usually in person or by
telephone. Some respondents are interviewed by proxy
based upon interviews of another household member.
of another household member. Proxy interviews are
conducted for household members aged 12 or 13, for
persons incapable of responding due to physical or
mental incapacity, and for those persons who are away
from the household for the entire interview period.

Each respondent is asked a series of screen
guestions to determine if he or she was victimized
during the 6 month period preceding the first day of
the month of incerview. Seven screen questions concern
crime against the household and are asked only of a
single household respondent (see the Glossary for notes
on the selection of the household respondent). These
questions ask about break-ins or attempts, and stolen
household items, including motor vehicles and motor
vehicie parts. Although all househclid members are not




asked these screen questions, a household incident wifll
still be recorded if it is mentioned by a household
member. Another 13 screen guestions concern specific
types of personal crimes, other things reported to the
police, for any events the respondents thought might be
a crime. They are asked of all respondents. Whenever
a respondent makes a positive reply to a screen
guestion, they are asked "How many times'" that type of
incident occurred during the reference period. At the
conclusion of the screen guestions, an individual
victimization report is complieted for each incident
mentioned in response to the screen questions.

The report is designed to obtain detailed data on
the characteristics and circumstances of the victimiza-
tion. |tems such as time and place of occurrence;
injuries suffered: medical expenses incurred; number,
age, race and sex of offender (s); relationship of
offender (s) to victim (stranger, casual acquaintance,
relative, etc.), and other detailed data relevant to a
complete description of the incident are included in
the report. Legal and technical terms, such as assault
and larceny, are avoided during the interview. Instead,
respendents are asked if they were attacked or
threatened, if arything was taken from them or their
homes, and if they were injured. These responses are
used by the Bureau of the Census to place the incidents
in a classification intended to be compatible with that
used by the Uniform Crime Reports System (see the Notes
section for a detailed description of the type of c¢crime
code used in the NCS). Additional demographic data are
also collected on each household member's age, sex and
race and on such characteristics as education,
migration, labor force status, occupation, and family
income.

SAMPLING INFORMATION
Sample Design and Size

Prior to June 1984, the National Sample consisted
of approximately 72,000 sample housing units selected
in a stratified multi-stage cluster sample from the
1921 Primary Sampling Units (PSUs) formed with counties
or groups of counties using every county in the U.S.
The PSUs were grouped into 376 strata by combining PSUs
with similar characteristics into 220 strata and alloc-
ating a single self-representing PSU to the remaining
156 strata. The first stage of the sampling procedure
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consisted of the selection of an interviewing site from
each of the 376 strata. Beyond the 156 PSUs selected
with certainty, a single PSU per stratum was selected
with a probability proporticnate to size in the 220
combined strata. Beginning in June 1984, a sample cut
resulted in the reduction of the 220 non self-repre-
senting (NSR) strata to a group of size 153. This also
included a 20 percent sample reduction in the larger of
thke 156 self-representing (SR) PSUs. Currently, the
sample consists of about 59,000 housing units. More-
over, phase-in of a revised NCS sample design based on
1980 census data began in January, 1985. The 1980
design consists of 84 SR PSUs and 153 NSR strata, with
one PSU per stratum selected with probability propor-
tionate to size. Part of the reduction in the number
of SR PSUs is due to a different procedure for drawing
PSU boundaries, especially in the New England states,
so that the 156 SR PSUs in the 1970 design are equiva-
lent to 130 SR PSUs in the current design. Furthermore,
the difference between the 130 SR PSUs and the 84 SR
PSUs in the current design is due to the consolidation
of the sample into fewer areas. Even with this smaller
number of sample areas, the reliability of estimates
has been maintained by uzing crime-related character-
istics in the formation of the strata and by improving
sample selection within the PSUs.

The sample of housing units within a PSU was
selected in two stages. In the first stage, Enumeration
Districts (EDs: Geographic areas ranging in size from
a city block to several hundred square miles, usually
encompassing from 750 to 1,500 persons, established for
the 1970 and 1980 Censuses of Population and Housing),
were systematically selected with a probability propor-
tionate to their 1970 or 1980 population size from a
geographically arranged listing. |In the second stage,
each previously selected ED was subdivided into
segments of about four housing units from which a
sample of segments was then selected. Whenever
possible, the segments were formed from the list of
addresses complied during the 1970 or 1980 Censuses.
Housing units built after the 1970 or 1980 Census were
sampled primarily from lists of new construction units.
Since data from the 1980 Decennial have become
available, they have been employed in adjusting weights
and in revising the current sample design.

The current National Sample of 59,000 housing
units yields approximately 40,000 interviewed house-
holds in the 50 states and the District of Columbia for
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a 6 month period. Because of the continuing nature of
the National Sample Survey, a rotation scheme was
devised to avoid interviewing the same household inde-
finitely in order to avoid poor cooperation or biased
responses resuiting from repeated interviewing. The
sample of housing units is divided into six rotation
groups with each group being interviewed every 6 months
for 3 years and one half years.

Within each rotation group six panels are
designated, with a different panel interviewed each
month during the & month period. The first interview
fer a housing unit in a group is used only for bounding
and is not included in the regular public use data.
However, if a new household moves into a sample unit,
the members of that household are interviewed and their
unbounded interviews are included in the data. Thus
the number of incident reports associated with a house-
hold may be affected by its tenure in the sample. New
households will have unbounded information while older
units may display "time in sample' effects.

The example below is an illustration of the NCS
rotation scheme across three hypothetical interview
years. Two complete samples with six rotation groups
are shown as one sample is rotated out and the other is
rotated in. |In the body of the table, the panel number
number within each group is shown opposite the month (s)
in which they are interviewed for the first time. The
results of these interviews will be used for bounding
only and will not appear in the data file used to
generate victimization estimates.




NCS ROTATION GROUP STRUCTURE

interview FIRST SAMPLE SECOND SAMPLE (ROTATION)
month 1 2 3 4L 5 6 1 2 3 L 5 6
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Numbers in parenthesis indicate panels which are
being interviewed for the first time.




DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES
Data Collection
The Questionnaire Forms

Three basic forms are used to collect the required
data for the National Crime Survey. These fTorms are
described briefly below and copies are included as part
of this documentation. A number of changes have been
made over time in the NCS instruments and the
procedures for administering them, and some of these
are noted in the documentation. A more comprehensive
and detailed description of these changes is available
in Martin (1982).

The National Crime Survey instrument underwent
slight changes during the course of the survey. Feor
example, in some cases response categoriess were
changed, question wording was altered, and questions
were added or deleted. A standard format was imposed
in the data so that only a single piece of documenta-
tion would be necessary to use any of the National
Sample collection quarters or any of the Cities Sample
files. Therefore, the user is strongly urged to care-
fully review each variable used in analysis in order to
determine the applicable code values. The data docu-
mented in the codebook reflect the format of the NCS
guestionnaire after the 1979 redesign.

The Control Card is the basic administrative
record for each sample unit. |t contains the address
of each sample unit and the basic household data, such
as the names of all persons living there and their age,
race, sex, marital status, education and the like.
Family income, tenure of the unit and pertinent infor-
mation about non-interviews are also included on the
Control Card. The Control Card serves as a record of
visits, telephone calls, interviews, and non-interview
reasons. The Control Card information is updated, as
needed, during each visit to the housing unit except
questions about educational attainment, family income,
and tenure, which are only asked every other visit.

The Basic Screen Questionnaires are used to record
characteristics of all household members 12 years of
age and older in a sample unit, as well as to screen
for incidents of crime which were committed against the
household and/or household members. Information about
the general characteristics of the household and each
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household member are transcribed by the interviewer
from the Control Card. Household and Individual Screen
Questionnaires are designed to elicit information on
whether any c¢rimes were committed against the household
as a whole or specifically against individual household
members. Respondents may on occasion volunteer reports
of household incidents not mentioned by the household
respondent or victimizations of another household
member victimizations of another household member which
the victim failed to mention. In such cases the inter-
viewer to fill in an incident report by interviewing
the appropriate person.

A Crime Incident Report is used to gather the
detailed information about crimes reported in either
the Household or Individual Screen Questions. One
Crime Incident Report is completed for each incident of
crime reported in answer to screen questions. For
example, if a respondent said that his pocket was
picked once and he was beaten up twice, three Crime
Incident Reports, one for each separate incidert, are
complieted. Under certain circumstances interviewers
are allowed to report several incidents as a 'serjes”
on one Incident Report form. The following conditions
must be mei before a series incident is reported:

{1) Incidents must be of the same type or very similar
in detail.

(2) There must be at least three incidents in the
series.

(3) The respondent must not be able to recall dates
and other details of the individual incidents well
enough to have reported them separately.

Interviewers are instructed to try through probing to
get individual reports whenever possible and only
accept series reports as a last resort. |If a series
incident report is made, the questions apply to the
most recent occurrence within the reference period.

Interviewing

Prior to an interview visit, each sample unit is
sent a letter from the Bureau of the Census informing
the household about the National Crime Survey. DBuring
each enumeration period, initial interviews are
conducted with as many household members as possible
during a personal visit. Questions pertaining to the
entire household are asked only once. These questions
are answered by a single household respondent who could
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reasonably be expected to know the answers pertaining
to the household. Individual Screen Questions on the
Basic Questionnaires are asked as many times as there
are household members age 12 and older. Information
about each household member 14 years and older is
obtained by self-response; however, information about
members 12 and 13 years old is obtained by a proxy from
either the household respondent or some other know-
ledgeable household member. The average face-to-face
household interview lasts thirty minutes. Subsequent
interviews may be conducted by telephone if it is more
efficient or less costly. The Bureau of the Census has
made greater use of telephone interviewing in recent
years as a cost saving measure. Beginning in February
1980, telephone interviews were done during the second,
fourth, and sixth interviews for households that had
access to a phone, and where the household respondent
indicated to the interviewer that a telephone interview
was acceptable. Beginning in March of 1986, telephone
interviews were conducted for all interview periods
EXCEPT for the first and fifth interview period.

A sample unit for which an interview could not be
obtained is classified as one of four non-interview
types. Type A non-interviews consist of households
occupied by persons eligible for interviews but from
whom no interviews were obtained because, for example,
no one was found at home in spite of repeated visits or
the household refused to give any information. Because
Type A non-interviews are considered avoidable, every
effort is made to convert them to interviews. Type B
non-interviews are for/from units which are unoccupied
or which are occupied solely by persons who have a
usual residence elsewhere (URE). Type C non-interviews
are units ineligible for the sample because the unit is
demolished, condemned, or no address was listed. Type
Z non-interviews occur when an interviewer is unable to
obtain an interview for a particular householid member
in an otherwise interviewed household.

interviewer instructions are explicit and detailed
concerning the administration of the questionnaires,
adherence to question wording, and the use of probes.
Only the questions are read, not the response cate-
gories. lInterviewers are instructed to read response
categories only as a last resort. They are explicitly
instructed to aveid reading the answer categories for
the aquestion, '"How were you threatened?" if at all
possible. Thus, for instance, respondents are not
asked directly if they were raped or threatened with
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rape; they must volunteer the information in response
to questions about how they were attacked or threat-
ened. Residue is used in the codebook documentation to
designate those cases where the respondent could not or
did not provide an answer, or for some reason the

the response given did not fall into the predetermined
categories,

Interviewers receive extensive training prior to
any field work. The quality of interviewing is
maintained by periodic direct observation of all inter-
viewers, office edits of completed work, and verifjca-
tion of their work by reinterviewing a sample of
completed sample units.

Reinterviews measure how well individual inter-
interviewers followed procedures. They also measure
errors in coverage of the population resulting from
missing units, incorrect address listing, etc. The re-
interview procedure is used to evaluate the impact of
errcrs or variations in responses. Results from rein-
terviews indicate that there is little inconsistency
between responses. The Bureau of the Census circulates
a series of periodic updates dealing with the field
procedures followed by the Naticnal Crime Survey inter-
viewers. The Bureau of Justice Statistics and the
fnter-University Consortium for Political and Social
Research both receive copies of these updates.




FILE STRUCTURE

Data from the National Crime Surveys are available
from the ICPSR in a variety of forms designed to facit-
itate their accessibility and analytical use. These
include the full data collection which is stored as a
hierarchically structured data base; and a variety of
smaller extract files. The organization and use of
these files is described below:

Unlike most data which are stored in a rectangular
format (also know as '"flat" format) with fixed record
lengths, the NCS structured file is organized into a
hierarchical format which corresponds to variations in
household composition and in the occurrence of
incidents of victimization. Hierarchical datasets have
varying record lengths, and each record is stored
sequentially in the data file. Hierarchical storage
greatly reduces the size and space needed to store and
process the data. In the NCS hierarchical data base,
there are four types of records: the household header
record, household, personal, and incident. The house-
hold rezord contains information about the household as
as reported by the respondent and characteristics ot
the surrounding area as computed by the Bureau of ths
Census. The person record contains information about
each household member age 12 years and older as
reported by that person or proxy, with one record for
each qualifying individual. Finally, the incident
record contains information drawn from the incident
report completed for each household or person incident
mentioned during the interview.

To illustrate, a typical cluster of housing units
might contain four households each with varying numbers
of inhabitants some of whom report victimizations. The
records for such a cluster might look as follows:

RECORD RECORD TYPE OR CONTENTS

NUMBER '

Household 1 1D

Household 1

Person 1 of Household 1

Incident 1 for Person 1 of Household 1
Household 2 1D
Household 2

Person 1 of Household 2
Person 2 of Household 2
Incident 1 for Person 2

\O 0o~ OVUT Fw N —

of Household 2
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XV

10 Incident 2 for Person 2 of Household 2
11 Household 3 ID

12 Household 3

13 Person 1 of Household 3

14 Person 2 of Household 3

15 Person 3 of Household 3

16 - Incident 1 for Person 3 of Household 3
17 Incident 2 for Person 3 of Household 3
18 Incident 3 for Person 3 of Household 3
18 Household & 1D

20 Household 4

21 Person 1 of Household &

22 Person 2 of Household &4

23 Incident 1 for Person 2 of Household &
24 Incident 2 for Person 2 of Household &4

With two different types of records, twenty-four
in all, this may seem like a very complex structure.
However, storing the data in this way allows for much
greater technical efficiency,

¥ these data were stored in a fixed format
("flat") data file, a number of problems would have to
be dealt with, For example, a household-leve]l dataset
may be constructed where the maximum number of persons
is three and the maximum number of incidents reported
are two per person. Four hypothetical records from
this data - each representing one household - consists
of the following: two records with a single record and
no incident reported; a third record with three
persons, none of whom reported an incident; and a
fourth record with two persons, one of whom reported
two incidents. A rectangular data structure would
require that the fixed record length be large enough to
contain all combinations of persons and incidents. In
this example, the record length would require one place
for the household level, three places for the personal
level, and two places per person for the incident
level. Most of this space would consist of missing
data padding demanded by the fixed record length.
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No| HHID | HH | Per | Inc | Per | Inc | Per | Inc

No=Record number HHID=Household ldentification
HH=Household P{er)=Person | (nc)=Incident

Assuming that each record type is approximately equal
in size, 60% of this small and uncomplicated file would
consist of missing data padding. A hierarchical file
avoids this wasted space by recording the data in fixed
record lengths but only for existing data recorded from
the interviews, thus utilizing space more efficiently.

The OSIRIS dictionary file provides the inform-
ation needed to describe the composition of the varying
record lengths and create datasets or subsets suitable
for analysis. To access the appropriate information
from a sequenced file, the underiying logic of the data
structure must be understood. SPSS-X also handies
hierarchical files, and can be used in a simiiar
fashion. The Bureau of the Census initially issues the
NCS data in a file with a singie variable length record
per household. At the ICPSR, the file is organized
into the household 1D, household, personal, and
incident ijevels. Using OSIRIS IV software, these
levels are then linked together in a hierarchical
pattern, where the household ID record forms thes basic
building block for the file. The household, person,
and incident records are then linked in a subordinate
way to "root" this group. The diagram of these struc-
tural linkages in the hierarchy is called a schema.

As a link is followed down from the root, the
relationship is always one to many. In the NCS data,
each occurrence of a household will have associated
with it any number of persons, and each occurrence of a
person will have any number of incidents associated
with it. In no case will a person-level record occur
without a household or with additionar households
superordinate to it. The same is true for incidents
vis-a-vis persons.
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Because of the hierarchical nature of the NCS
data, the ICPSR has also added control numbers which
uniquely identify all occurrences of all groups. As
these variables link and order the data, they are
crucial in generating the file structure, ensuring
accurate retrieval, and permitting file updating. The
centrol numbers are prefaced with a four byte binary
integer record length added for |BM compatibility and
a 3-digit group number. Each group is defined by a
unique control number in addition to the control
numbers which identify it: a household number, year and
quarter 1ID, a census number, a PSU number, a segment
number, a check digit, and a serial number. Group 2,
at the Household level, is subordinate to group 1 and
so contains the Household |ID control numbers as well as
collection quarter information. Group 3, at the Person
level is in turn subordinate to groups 1 and 2 and so
contains the Household 1D and Household level control
numbers in addition to a line number. Group L, at the
incident level, contains an incident number in addition
to control numbers which correspond to its super-
ordinate groups 1-3.

VAR #  VARIABLE NAME

V1001 [CPSR Household Number - Group 1 Household 1D
V1002 Year and Quarter

V1003 Census Sample Number

V1004  Primary Sampling Number

V1005 Segment Number

V1006  Check Digit

V1007 Serial Number

V1008  Household Number

V2001 ICPSR Household Number - Group 2 Household
V2002 Year and Quarter

V2003 Census Sampie Number

V2004  Primary Sampling Number

V2005 Segment Number

V2006  Check Digit

V2007 Serial Number

V2008  Household Number

V3001 ICPSR Household Number - Group 3 Person
V3002 Year and Quarter

V3003 Census Sample Number

V3004  Primary Sampling Unit

V3005 Segment Number

V3006 Check Digit
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V3007 Serial Number

V3008 Household Number

V3009 Line Number of Respondent
V40O }CPSR Household Number - Group 4 Incident
VL4002 Year and Quarter

V4003 Census Sample Number
VLOOL  Primary Sampling Unit
VL4005 Segment Number

V4006 Check Digit

VLOO7  Serial Number

V4008  Household Number

VL00S Line Number of Victim

The hierarchical structure of the dataset does
more than provide a way to manage the data efficiently.
The structure allows the ICPSR to provide researchers
great flexibility in choosing the level at which to
perform an analysis. The hierarchical data structure
defines the basic form which will be used to combine
records {(households, persons, and/or incidents) into
cases, building a rectangular file appropriate for the
researcher's interests. While this can be done in any
number of unique user-defined formats, there are two
standard sets of extract files ~ one for persons, and a
second one for incident level analysis.

INCIDENT LEVEL FILE: This subset provides users
with a file that is easier to handle than the complete
file but which preserves the characteristics of the
National Sample data. The incident-level dataset is a
rectangular, or flattened, file containing each
incident record which appears in the full sample file,
the victim's person record, and the victim's household
information. By definition, these data include person
and household information for victims only. There are
L73 variables in each record, with one extract file for
for each interview quarter of the complete National
Sample. These incident files have been 'bounded” to
contain crimes that occurred in a particular calendar
year. The logical record length of each file is 731.
The case count varies.




File Information for NCS Incident Level Fjies

YEAR CASE COUNT
1979 28207
1980 28713
1981 29491
1982 28267
1983 26093
1984 20980
1985 19171

File Information for NCS Hierarchical Files, 1979-1986

LRECL VAR COUNT
Household 1D 54 8
Household . 204 89
Person 142 (per person) 57 (per person)
[ncident L81 (per incident) 327

(per incident)

CASE COUNT PER LEVEL-NCS HIERARCHICAL FILES, 1979-1986

Household Person Incident

(Level 1 & 2) (Level 3) (Level L)

1979 191,906 351,860 41,084
1980 209,882 382,707 43,375
1981 214,336 389,52k 43,959
1982 216,005 393,68~ 42,1305
1983 217,814 392,058 39,056
1984 201,516 341,790 32,352
1985 178,324 316,094 28,564

INCIDENT FILE SETUP (OSIRIS 1V): (Used to generate an
incident file from a hierarchical file)

SRUN {SR:0SIRIS. IV
EENTRY

ENTRY=1 UNIT=4
G2+G3+Gh

EEND

ERECODE

RECODE=84
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IF V4002 INLIST(8L1-8L2) AND VLO13 INLIST(01-06) OR -

VLOO2 INLIST (843-84L) OR VL4002 -

INLIST (851-852) AND VL4013 [INLIST (06-12) THEN RETURN

REJECT

END

ETRANS DICTIN=INPUT.IDICT DATAIN=%[N%(Fl=2) -
DICTOUT=%QUT* (FI=1,DSN=NCS.IDICT) -
DATAQUT=%QUT* (FI=2,DSN=NCS. | 84)

INCIDENT SUBSET FOR REF YEAR 1984

E=1 DI=1 RECODE=84 V=V2001-V2089,V3001-V3057, -
YLOO1-VL4327

EEND
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WEJGHTING INFORMATION

Because the data collected in the National Crime
Survey represents the total U.S. population twelve
years and older of each city, each record can be
weighted to produce universe estimates from the sample
cases. These weights are carried in the records, and
are the numbers which one adds or accumulates to obtain
universe estimates of particular events. The weight is
a multiplier that indicates how many times a particular
record is to be counted. In the diagram below, sample
household records are illustrated. An actual weight
from the National Sample data indicating the estimated
number of households represented by that single case is
noted. The first record has a weight of 0844119 (three
implied decimals) indicating that approximately 84k
households in the universe are represented by that
single record.

Household Record 08LL119
Household Record 0793282
Household Record 0835508
When tabulating the survey data, counts of records
or universe estimates may be obtained. The two sample
tables shown below are identical, except for the fact
that Table A is a COUNT of person records and Table B

is an ESTIMATE of persons based on the sum of the
person record weights.

TABLE A
Sex of Person

Observation of

Sex of Person Count Percent
Male 71,870 L7.3
Female 79,976 52.7

Total 151,846 100.0
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TABLE B
Sex of Person (Weighted)

Observation of

Sex of Person Count Percent
Male 76,463,048 47.5
Female 84,404,976 52.5
Total 160,868,024 100.0

Household crimes such as burglary and motor
vehicle theft are committed against the household or
household property, and therefore, the household weight
should be applied. Because criminal acts against a
household invoive a single victimization of the
household, counts of victimizations and incidents are
the same.

Personal crimes such as assault and robbery are
committed against persons. When tabulating personal
crimes, the weight in the incident record should be
used. lIncident records contain the weight of the
victim divided by the number of persons reported to
have been victimized in the incident. This results in
an estimate of incidents as oppesed to victimizations.
To estimate the number of personal victimizations, the
weights in the person records should be aggregated.
The number of incidents for personpal crimes is somewhat
less than the number of victimizations.

Incidents in the NCS tape files are classified
according to the NCS Crime Classification Scheme, in
which 36 detailed crime types are identified as being
either household or personal crimes. However, users
are not restricted to this classification scheme and
may, in fact, devise their own classification based on
the elements of the reported victimization. The proper
application of weights will vary according to the
manner in which crimes are classified.

Computing Estimates of Population Rates from the
National Crime Survey

Generating a population rate of victimizations
from the NCS is a complex task. The hierarchical
dataset must be manipulated properly to produce a count
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of the victimizations (the denominator). Furthermore,
adjustments must be made to account for the rotational
period of the sample design and the reported date of
the incident.

NCS REFERENCE PERIODS FOR ANNUAL ESTIMATES
COLLEC-
TION REFERENCE MONTH WITHIN BOUNDING PERIOD
MONTH |JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

JULY
AUGUST
SEPT
0ocT
NOV
JEC
JAN
FEB
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE

D D D D¢ >< >
2L < D¢ > > <
2K DK ¢ D XX ¢
> DX X< > X< <
Pagi- L L I S 14
\><><><><><><
2K D¢ < DC > >
DC 3K DX ¢ >< X
¢ < < 2 D¢ D¢
< DX > > >¢ X

2C D< DX ¢ > ¢

The above table illustrates the collection month
from which information about a given calendar or
reference year may be drawn because of bounding. For
this reason, a respondent may report a victimization
incident which occurred up to six months before the
time of the interview. To identify all the incidents
which occurred in a reference year, all the incidents
reported as having occurred before the beginning of
that year must be excluded. Also, all the incidents
reported in the following year as having occurred
before the end of the reference year must be
identified.

The example below shows an OSIRIS.IV setup used to
count the total estimated number of victimizations from
an annual year hierarchical file. First the series
crimes and crimes occurring outside the United States
are excluded. Then the crimes are "bound" into the
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proper time frame, which in this case is 1982. The
person weight is used in most cases except if the type
of crime is a household crime and then the househcid
weight is used. '

SRUN ISR:0SIRIS. IV SPRINT=PRTOUT3 (*L+1)
EENTRY
ENTRY=1 UNiT=k
G2+G3+GL
&END
&RECODE
RECODE=]
&
& Reject series crimes
&
[F V4015 EQ 1 THEN REJECT
&
& Reject crimes that occurred outside the United States
&
IF VL4023 EQ 1 THEN REJECT

Now "bound' the crimes into the proper time frame for
analysis (1982 data vyr)

Mmoo

IF V4002 £EQ 821 AND VL4013 IN(06-12) OR V4002 EQ 822 -
AND V4013 IN (09-12) OR V4002 EQ 831 AND V4013 IN -
(01-03) THEN REJECT

&

& Set the person ("victim') weight to a temporary

& wvariable

&

RL20=V3056
&
& |If the type of crime is one of the household crimes
& (greater than code 25) use the household weight
& instead for tabulating.
&

[F V4318 GT THEN RL20=V2089
EEND ,
EDICT DICTIN=xT#* (Fl=1) DICTOUT=-DICT

CREATE

V=ALL

V=R420 NA='COMBINED WGHT' WID=8 NDEC=3 TYPE=C
SEND
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STABLES DICTIN=-DICT DATAIN=T% (Fi=1)
CHECK ON CRIME COUNTS ON 1982 HIERARCHICAL -
("FULL FILE") TAPE AND '"BOUND" THEM
P=01 E=1 W=RL20 RECODE=}
S=V4318 V=V4013 PRINT=UNWT
$=VL326 V=VLk327 PRINT=UNWT
&EEND

A more difficult problem would be the generation
of the population estimate to be used in a computation
of the rate of victimization. The sample weights have
peen adjusted to be representative of the national
adult population. Since the sample is interviewed
every six months, the sample weights are twice as large
as they should be for annual estimates. |In addition,
because of the reference period, the total period from
which the incident reports were drawn spans eighteen
months. It is therefore necessary to adjust the
weights to gain an estimate of the average population
size during the reference period. To do this, the
probability that an individual could have contributed
an incident to those counted as occurring in the refer-
ence year is used. Assuming an even distribution of
incidents, a person interviewed in June would be far
more likely to report an incident occurring in the same
year than someone interviewed in February. The
population estimate used to compute the rate should
thus be adjusted to reflect the same population from
which the incidents were drawn. The example below is
an OSIRIS.IV setup used to generate household control
totals and population control totals for the National
Crime Surveys. This example illustrates the procedure
for the 1985 data.

SRUN ISR:0SIRIS.IV SPRINT=PRTOUT (*L+1)
SENTRY

ENTRY=1 UNIT=2

G2
&END
&ERECODE

RECODE=]
&
& Generate household control totals for the NCS
&

{F V2002 EQ 851 AND V2030 EQ 01 THEN RL20=0 AND -
GO TO L35
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IF V2002 EQ 851 AND V2030 EQ 02 THEN -
RL20=(V2089%1/12) AND GO TO L35
I V2002 EQ 851 AND V2030 EQ 03 THEN -
R420=(V2089%2/12) AND GO TO L35
IF V2002 EQ 852 AND V2030 EQ O4 THEN -
RL20=(V2089%3/12) AND GO TO L35
IF V2002 EQ 852 AND V2030 EQ 05 THEN -
RL20=(V2089%L/12) AND GO TO L35
IF V2002 EQ 852 AND V2030 EQ 06 THEN -
R420=(V2089%5/12) AND GO TO L35
IF V2002 iNLIST(853,854) AND V2030 INLIST(07-12)
THEN RL20=(v2089%6/12) AND GO TO L35
[F V2002 EQ 861 AND V2030 EQ O1 THEN
RL20=(V2089%6/12) AND GO TO L35
IF V2002 EQ 861 AND V2030 EQ 02 THEN -
RL20=(V2089%5/12) AND GO TO L35
IF V2002 £EQ 861 AND V2030 EQ 03 THEN -
RL20=(V2089*L4/12) AND GO TO L35
IF V2002 EQ 862 AND V2030 EQ Ok THEN -
RL20=(V2089%3/12) AND GO TO L35
[F V2002 EQ 862 AND V2030 EQ 05 THEN -
RL20=(V2089%2/12) AND GO TO L35
IF V2002 EQ 862 AND V2030 EQ 06 THEN -
RL20=(V2089%1/12) AND GO TO L35
L35 CONTINUE
EEND
ETABLES DICTIN=#T* (FI=1) DATAIN=*T# (F|=2)
CHECK ON CONTROL TOTALS ON 1985 TAPE - HOUSEHOLDS
P=D{ E=1 W=RL420 RECODE=]
$=V2030 V=V2002 PRINT=(UNWT)
S=V2069 V=V2072
§=V2061 V=V2064
EEND
ERECODE
RECODE=1
&
& Generate population control totals for the NC§
&
IF V2002 EQ 851 AND V2030 EQ 01 THEN R420=0 AND -
GO TO L&O
IF V2002 EQ 851 AND V2030 EQ 02 THEN
R420=(V3056%1/12) AND GO TO LkO
{F V2002 EQ 851 AND V2030 EQ 03 THEN
RL20=(V3056%2/12) AND GO TO L&O
[F V2002 EQ 852 AND V2030 EQ O4 THEN
RL20=(V3056%3/12) AND GO TO LkO
[F V20e2 EQ 852 AND V2030 EQ 05 THEN
RL20=(V3056%L/12) AND GO TO LLO
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IF V2002 EQ 852 AND V2030 EQ 06 THEN -
RL20=(V3056%5/12) AND GO TO LLO

IF V2002 [INLIST(853,854) AND V2030 INLIST(07-12) -
THEN RL20=(V3056%6/12) AND GO TO LL4O

IF V2002 EQ 861 AND V2030 EQ O1 THEN -
RL20=(V3056%6/12) AND GO TO L40

|F V2002 EQ 861 AND V2030 EQ 02 THEN
RL20=(V3056%5/12) AND GO TO LLO

IF V2002 EQ 861 AND V2030 EQ 03 THEN
RL20=(V3056%L/12) AND GO TO LLO

IF V2002 EQ 862 AND V2030 EQ Ok THEN
RL20=(V3056:3/12) AND GO TO LLO

IF V2002 EQ 862 AND V2030 EQ 05 THEN
R420=(V305652/12) AND GO TO LLO

[F V2002 EQ 862 AND V2030 EQ 06 THEN
RL20=(V3056%1/12) AND GO TO LLO

LLO CONTINUE

EEND

ETABLES DICTIN=#T% (F|=1) DATAIN==Tx (F|=2)

CHECK ON CONTROL TOTALS ON 1985 TAPE - PERSONS
P=D! E=1 W=RL20 RECODE=]

$S=V2030 V=V2002 PRINT= (UNWT)

$=V3021 V=V3016

EEND

SENDFILE

SSIGNOFF

t

The adjusted weight could then be used to
accumulate a count of the population of interest and
this count would be used as the base for the rate

estimate. This description is intended to illustrate
the common procedure used by many, including those
preparing official reports from this data. It is not

an exact reconstruction of the procedures employed,
although it is essentially correct. Because of
differences in computers and the software available on
them, some adjustments of the above approach may have
to be made to manage the large number of cases and the
great size of the population estimate being computed.

Computing the Standard Error of the Estimate

The National Crime Survey data are commonly used
to compute estimates of victimization events in the
United States population. For example, examining the
changes in robbery victimizations would entail
computing victimization rates for a population for
certain time periods (e.g., a quarter, a year).
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Computation of a standard error for these rates is
problematic on two accounts. First, the survey design
is a complex, stratified multi-stage cluster sample,
which is weighted to represent the entire U.S.
population. Using traditional statistical techniques
to compute standard errors requires the assumption
that the sample is random (or at least an equal
probability sample). Violating this assumption will
cause inaccuracies in the estimation of the standard
error, making any statistical test based on those
standard errors suspect. The second problem results
from the computational procedure used in constructing
the rates. Any rate is the guotient of the sum of the
occurrence cf the event over the base population '"at
risk' of the occurrence. In the NCS, rather than
summing occurrences, the weights associated with them
would be summed to produce rates representative of the
U.S. population. To construct a rate of robbery
victimizations (continuing with the example from
above), the sum of person weights of respondents who
had been victims of a robbery would be divided by the
total sum of the person weights of respondents. (This
is the basic procedure; there are other adjustments
made to account for the sampling methodology, etc.).
The production of the rate using the recode summation
procedure (see section entitled "Computing Estimates of
Population Rates...) does not provide a standard error
of the estimate computed. This probiem, coupled with
the more serious and ultimately unavoidable violation
of the assumption of the simple random sampling, means
that only approximations of the standard error can be
created through estimation.

It is possible to compute accurate standard errors
for the NCS using the Taylor Expansion Method or the
Balanced Repeated Replication Method of computing
standard errors. However, as these methods are complex
and expensive to run, it is generally considered
impractical to compute standard errors for every
estimate in the NCS. Rather, a subset of standard
errors were estimated (using the Taylor methods) and
were generalized to be applicable to all survey
estimates. Generalized curves have been produced from
subsets of computed standard errors. These generalized
curves are represented by the formula represented
below.

In the Annual Report of the NCS 1978, the U.S.
Department of Justice published four formulas for




approximating the appropriate standard error. These
formulas and their corresponding examples follow.

Formuia One: Standard errors for numbers of
victimizations or incidents.

/2
s.e.(x) = / ax + bx

\/

where:

bl
1l

estimated number of personal or household
victimizations or incidents

a8 = a constant

= a second censtant

o
|

The vailues of the above two constants have been
derived for the NCS to represent the curves fitted to
the estimates of the standard errors. These values are
obtainable for various time periods and regions from
the Bureau of the Census. In the following table are
listed the constants for annual national personal or
household victimizations.

Parameters for Estimating the Standard Error of
Personal of Housshold Victimizations
for the Nation by Year

Year Personal Victimizations Household Victimizations

a b a b
1978 -.0000148447 2616 -.0000148L447 2616
1979 -.0000141969 2509 -.0000141969 2509
1980 -.0000131787 23585 -.0000131787 2355
1981 -.0000127483 2355 -.0000127483 2355
1982 -.,0000125671 2355 -.0000125671 2355
1983 -.0000123600 2355 -.0000123600 2355
1984 -.0000150238 2884 -.0000150238 288L
1985 -.0000155335 3015 ~.0000155335 3015
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In 1978 there were 1,038000 robbery victimizations
in the U.S. By substituting the appropriate values, a
confidence interval around this interval may be
obtained.

/ 2
s.e.(x)= /(-.00001488447) (1,038,000) + 2616(1,038,000)
\/

= 52,000 (rounded to the nearest 100)

This yields a standard error fo 52,000 which can
be used to form a confidence interval around the
estimate. The following three formulas can also be
used to compute standard errors for other statistics or
tests.

Formula Two: Standard errors for estimated
victimization rates or percentages.

/ b
s.e.(p) = / -=-p (1.0-p)
\/ y
where: p = the percentage or rate (in decimal form)
y = base population or total number of crimes
b = a constant (see table)

The 1978 assault rate was 31.8 per 1,000 persons
age twelve to fifteen. Substituting the appropriate
values in formula two yields:

s.e.(p) =/ S .0318(1.0 - .0318)
\/ 15,454,400

= ,0022804 (which rounds to .0023)

The confidence interval around the estimate 31.8
at one standard error is 2.3 {(plus or minus) while the
confidence interval at the second standard error would
be twice that, or 4.6 (plus or minus).
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Formula Three: Standard Error for a difference
between two cases or percentages
having two bases.

/p (1.0 - p) p (1.0 - p)

where: p = first percentage or rate (in decimal form)
!

y = base from which p is derived
1 ]

p = second percentage or rate (in decimal form)
2

y = base from which p is derived
2 2

b = a constant (see table)
The 1978 victimization rate for personal crimes of
violence was L5.7 per 1,000 for males and 22.8 per
1,000 for females. Substituting the appropriate values

in formula two yields:

s.e. (p~p) =

12

/.0457 (1.0 - .0L57) .0228 (1.0 - .0228)

/ e e 2616 + ~=mmmmemmm e 2616
\/ 84,377,000 91,838,000

= .00140712 (which rounds to .001Lk)

The confidence interval at one standard error is
approximately 1.4 per thousand (plus or minus), around
the difference of 22.9 (45.7 - 22.8), or 2.8 per
thousand (plus or minus) at the two standard error
level. The one standard error confidence interval (68
chances out of a 100) places the true percent change
between 21.5 and 24.3 (22.9 plus or minus 1.4).
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The ratio of a difference to its standard errocr is
equivalent to its level of statistical significance.
For example, a ratio of about 2.0 or more denotes that
the difference is significant at the 95% confidence
level or higher; a ratio ranging between 1.6 and 2.0
indicates that the difference is significant at a level
between 90 and 95%, and a ratio of less than 1.6
defines a confidence level below 90%. In the above
example, the ratio cf the difference (22.9) to its
standard error (1.4) equals 16.36. It was therefore
concluded that the differeprce in the violent victim-
ization rate for males and females was statistically
significant at a level exceeding 95%.

Formulea Four: Standard Error for a difference
between percentages derived from
the same base.

/b 2
s.e.(p-p)=/---[p+p - (p-p) ]
T2/ y 12 12
\/

where: all symbols are the same as formula three
except y refers to a common base,

The 1978 proportion of those victims of household
crimes reporting economic losses of S50 - $2L9 was 26.5
percent; 17.4 percent of the household crimes reported
were in the range of $250 or more. Substituting the
appropriate values into formula four yields:

/ 2616 2
s.e.{p ~p )= [rmre————— [.265 + 174 = (.265 - ,174) ]
1 2 / 15,690,560
\/

= ,008L4735 (which rounds to .0085)

The confidence interval at one standard error
around the difference of 9.1 would be from 8.25 to 9.95
(9.1 plus or minus .85). The ratio of the difference
(9.1) to its standard error (.85) equals 10.7, which is
much greater than 2.0. Thus, the difference betwsen
the two percentages was statistically significant.
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CODEBOOK INFORMATION

The example below is a reproduction of information

appear

ing in the machine-readable codebook for a

typical variable. The numbers in brackets do not

appear

but are references to the descriptions which

follow this example.

.......

[1] VAR 4269 ([2] POLICE INFORMED? [3] MD=2 OR GE 6
REF 299 [4] LOC 389 WIDTH 1

£5]

Q.20a Were the police informed of this

incident in any way?

(61 [73

1. No

2, Do not know

3. Yes-household member told them
L., Yes-someone else told tnem

Residue
Out of universe

ox\un

Indicates the variable and reference numbers.

A variable number and a reference number are
assigned to each item in the study. In this
codebook documenting the archived dataset,
variable and reference numbers often differ. For
many variables, a reference number is assigned
which corresponds to the source code used by the
Bureau of the Census. The source code appears on
the original instrument next to each question and
is circied. Should the data be formed into a
fixed length record file, new variable numbers
may be assigned or created. The reference numbers
remain unchanged and correspond to those in this
codebook.




[2]

(3]

(4]

£5]

(6]

7]
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Indicates the abbreviated (24 characters maximum)
variabie label used in the 0SIRIS system to
identify each variable. An expanded versiocn can
be found in the Variable Description List.

Indicates the designation of missing data. In
this example, code values equal to two or greater
than six are missing data (MD=2 OR GE 6).
Although these values are defined as within the
missing data categories, this does not mean that
the user should not or cannot use these values in
a substantive role, if so desired.

Indicates the sequential lecation and width of
this variable when the data are stored on a
magnetic tape. In this example the variable named
"POLICE INFORMED?" is one column wide and Jocated
in the 292nd column within the INCIDENT RECORD.
Otnher variables will be in this same location in
the household and person records. |In a fixed
length record file of this data the locations
will be different.

Indicates the full text of the guestion supplied
by the original collectors of the data. This is
the wording used in the original questionnaire.

Indicates the code values occurring in the data
for this variable.

Indicates the meaning of the codes.
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ICPSR PROCESSING INFORMATION

The ICPSR has added to the data a series of
identification variables within each collection
quarter. A sequential household identification number
was added for each Household (V2001), Person (V3001),
and Incident (V4OO1) record.

Every variable has been checked for bad characters
and wild or undocumented codes. With the exception of
Interviewer ldentification, all alphabetic code values
were recoded with numeric values. All possible code
values are documented for each variable.

The National Crime Survey instrument underwent
slight changes during the course of the survey. Ffor
example, in some cases response categories were
changed, question wording was altered, and questions
were added or deleted. A standard format was imposed
on the data so that only a single piece of documenta-
tion would be necessary to use any of the National
Sample collection quarters or any of the Cities Sample
files. Therefore, the user is strongly urged to care-
fully review each variable used in analysis in order to
determine if the codebook reflects the format of the
NCS questionnaire after the 1979 redesign.
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NATIONAL COMPLETE SAMPLE - VARIABLE DESCRIPTION LIST

V1001
V1002
V1003
V100k
V1005
V1006
V1007
V1008

+ V2001

V2002
V2003
V200h
V2005
V2006
V2007
V2008
V2009
V2010
V2011
V2012

CONTROL CARD LEVEL

ICPSR Household ldentification Number

Year and Quarter Identification

CENSUS SAMPLE NUMBER

PRIMARY SAMPLING UNIT (PSU) NUMBER - SCRAMBLED
SEGHMENT NUMBER

CHECK DIGIT -

SERVAL NUMBER

HOUSEHOLD NUMBER

HOUSEHOLD LEVEL

[CPSR Household identification Number
Year and Quarter ldentification

CENSUS SAMPLE NUMBER

PRIMARY SAMPLING UNIT (PSU) NUMBER - SCRAMBLED
SEGMENT NUMBER

CHECK DIGIT

SERIAL NUMBER

HOUSEHOLD NUMBER

Q.1 Interviewer Identification

Q.2 Unit Status

Q.3 Household Status ,

Q.4 Line Number of Household Respondent

Housing Unit

V2013
V2014
V2015

Q.5 Special Place Type Code
Q.6(a) Tenure
Q.6(b) Tenure (Allocated)




l
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Location Characteristics

V2016
V2017
V2018
V2019

V2020
V2021
V2022
V2023
V202h
V2025

- - - o " o >

Q.7 (a) Land Use

Q.7(b) Land Use (Allocated)
Q.8(a) Farm Sales

0.8(b) Farm Sailes (Allocated)

0.9(a) Type of Living Quarters

Q.9(b) Type of Living Quarters (Allocated)
Q.10a Location of Phone

Q.10b Is phone interview acceptable?

.11 Number of Housing Units in Structure
Q.12 Family !ncome

Interview Information

V2026

V2027
v2028

V2029
V2030
V203
V2032
V2033
V203k
V2035
V2036
V2037
V2038
V2039

V2040

0.13(a) Month Interview or Non-interview
Completed *

Q.13(b) Day Interview or Non-interview Complieted

0.13(c) Year Interview or Non-interview
Completed

Reason for Nonginterview o

Collection Month

Colliection Year

Race of Household Head (Type A)

0.14a{1) Line Number of Person for Whom a Proxy
Interview Was Obtained (First Person)

Q.14a(2) Line Number of Person for Whom a Proxy
Interview Was Obtained (Second Person)

Q.14a(3) Line Number of Person for Whom a Proxy
interview Was Obtained (Third Person)

Q.14a (k) Line Number of Person for Whom a Proxy
Interview Was Obtained (Fourth Person)

Q.14b (1) Line Number of Proxy Respondent (First
Nerson)

Q.14b (2) Line Number of Proxy Respondent (Second
Person)

Q.14b(3) Line Number of Proxy Respondent (Third
Person)

Q.14b (L) Line Number of Proxy Respondent (Fourth

Person) :




V20k1
V2042
V2043
V20h
V2045
V2046
V2047
V2048
V2049
V2050
V205)

V2052

Q.

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q.
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

XXX 1X

1hc (1) Reason for Proxy Interview (First
Person)

.1hc (2) Reason for Proxy Interview (Second

Person)

.14c (3) Reason for Proxy Interview (Third

Person)

.lhc (L) Reason for Proxy Interview (Fourth

Person)

.26a(1) Line Number of Type Z Non-interview

(Firsi Person)

.26b (1) Reason for Type Z Non-interview (First

Persor)
26a(2) Line Number of Type Z Non-interview
{Second Person)

.26b{2) Reason for Type Z Non-interview (Second

Person)

.26a(3) Line Number of Type Z Non-interview

(Third Person)

.26b (3) Reason for Type Z Non-interview (Third

Person)

.26a (k) Line Number of Type Z Non-interview

(Fourth Person)

.26b (k) Reason for Type Z Non-interview (Fourth

Person)

Household Characteristics

V2053 Q.16a Number of Household Members 12 Years of

V2054

V2055
V2056

V2057

Q.
Q.

Age and Over

16b Number of Household Members Under 12
Years of Age

17 Number of Crime lncident Reports Filled

ATl Household Members 12 and Over are in the

Hilitary

Incoming or Continuing Rotation

Principal Person Information

V2058
V2059
V2060
V2061
V2062
V2063

Q.21 Relationship to Reference Person
Q.22 Age Last Birthday

Q.
Q.

23 Marital Status
24 Sex

Q.25 Armed Forces Member
Q.26 Education (What is the highest grade (or

year of regular school you have ever
attended?)




V2064
V2065
V2066
V2067
V2068
V2069
V2070
V2071

V2072
V2073
V207k

V2075

XXXX

0.28 Race
0.29 Origin
Record Size - Households

¢.22 Age lLast Birthday
0.23 Marital Status

Q.24  Sex

Q.25 Armed Forces Member

Q.26 Education (What is the highest grade (or

year of regular school you have ever
attended?)

Q.28 Race
Q.29 Origin
Q.37a (0Other than the ... business) does anyone

this household operate a business from this

address?

Q.42 What was the TOTAL number of mctor
vehicles (cars, trucks, motorcycles, etc.)
owned by you or any cther member of the

housenold during the last 6 months. Include

those you no longer own.

Geographic ldentifiers

V2076
V2077
V2078
V2079

Geographic ldentifier Code
Place Size Code

Place Description

Reference Period Research Code

Sampling Information

V2080
V2081
V2082
V2083
V2084
V2085
V2086
V2087
V2088
V2089

Segment Type

Number of Person Segments
Record Size - Persons

Number of Incidents

Record Size - Incident

First Stage Weighting Factor
Household Non-interview Factor
Duplication Control Factor
Basic Weight

Household Weight
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PERSON LEVEL

V3001
V3002
V3003
V3004
V3005
V3006
V3007
V3008
V3009

ICPSR Household Identification Number

Year and Quarter ldentification

CENSUS SAMPLE NUMBER

PRIMARY SAMPLING UNIT (PSL) NUMBER - SCRAMBLED
SEGMENT NUMBER

CHECK DIGIT

SERJAL NUMBER

HOUSEHOLD NUMBER

Q.

20 Line Number of Respondent

Type of Interview

V3010 Q.19 Type of Interview

Individual Information

V3011
V3012
V3013
V301h
V3015
V3016
V3017
V3018

V3019
V3020
V3021
V3022
V3023
V3024

OO0 00 SO0 O000000

.21 Relationship to Reference Person
.22(a) Age Last Birthday

.22(b) Age Last Birthday (Allocated)

.23 Marital Status

.24 (a) Sex

.24 (b) Sex (Allocated)

.25 Armed Forces Member

.26 What is the highest grade (or year) of

regular school you have ever attended?

.27 Did you complete that year?
.28 (a) Race

-28(b) Race (Allocated)

.29 Origin

Is this person a new household member?

Q.

30(a) How long have you lived at this address-
months?




V3025
V3026

V3027

V3028
V3029

V3030

V3031
V3032

V3033

V3034
V3035
V3036
V3037
V3038
V3039
V3040
V3041
V30L2

V30L3

V30hk

V3045
V3046
V30L7

XXXX1 T

0.30(b) How long have you lived at this address-
years?

Q.31 Altogether, how many times have you moved
in the last five years?

Q.32a What were you doing most of LAST WEEK -
(working, keeping house, going to school), or
something else?

Q.32b Did you do any work at all LAST WEEK, not
counting work done around the house?

0.32c How many hours did you work LAST WEEK at
all jobs?

0.33a Did you have a job or business from which
you were temporarily absent or on layoff LAST
WEEK?

Q.33b Why were you absent from work LAST WEEK?

Q.3ka Have you been looking for work during the
past k weeks?

0.34b What have you been doing in the last b
weeks to find work? Anything else?

Q.34b (1) Public employment agency

Q.34b(2) Private employment agency

Q.34b(3) Emplover directly

Q.34b(4) Friends or relatives

Q.34b(5) Placed or answered ads

Q.34b (6) Other

Q.34b (7) Nothing

Q.34b (8) Residue

G.3hbc Is there any reason why you could not
take a job LAST WEEK? -

Q.35 When did you ltast work at a full-time job
or business lasting two consecutive weeks or
more?

Q.36b What kind of business or industry is
this? '

Q.36c What kind of work were you doing?

Q.36e What kind of employee?

Employment Status Recode

Reports of Crimes

V3048

V30Lg
V3050

Q.56 Did you call the police during the last 6
months to report something that happened to
YOU which you thought was a crime?

Q.56(a) First Incident

Q.56 (b) Second Incident

.56 (c) Third Incident
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V3051 Q.57 ©Did anything happen to YOU during the last
6 months which you thought was a crime, but
did not report to the police?
Q.57(a) First Incident
V3052 (.57 (b) Second Incident
V3053 Q.57(c) Third Incident

Sampling Information

V3054 Within Household Non-interview Factor
V3055 Second Stage Weight
V3056 Person Weight

Crime Incidents Reported

V3057 Number of Crime Per Person

INCIDENT LEVEL

VLOO1 ICPSR Household ldentification Number

VLOO2 Year and Quarter ldentification

VLOO3 CENSUS SAMPLE NUMBER

VLOO4L PRIMARY SAMPLING UNIT (PSU) NUMBER - SCRAMBLED

VL4005 SEGMENT NUMBER

VL4006 CHECK DIGIT

VLOO7 SERIAL NUMBER

VL4008 HOUSEHOLD NUMBER

V4009 Line Number of Victim

VLOIO Number of Screen Question In Which the Incident
Was Reported

V4011 Incident Number

Series Incident Variables - incident Description

VLC12 Q.1 Did (this/the first) incident happen while
you were living here or before you moved to
this address?




V4013
VLO1k

V4015
VLO16

VL4017

vLo18

vk013

V4020

XXXXiV

Q.2a(1) In what month did (this/the first)
incident happen?

Q.2a{2) Year that (this/the first) incident
happened

Is this incident report for a series of crimes?

Q.2b Altogether, how many times did this happen
guring the last 6 months?

Q.2c (1) How many times did these incidents take
place in Quarter 1 (January, February, or
March) ?

0.2c(2) How many times did these incidents take
place in Quarter 2 (April, May, or June)?

Q.2c(3) How many times did these incidents take
piace in Quarter 3 (July, August, or
September) ?

Q.2¢c (L) How many times did these incidents take
place in Quarter L (QOctober, November, or
December) 7

Location Information

V421
vhec22
VLo23
V4024

vheo2s

).3a Was it daylight or dark outside when
(this/the most recent) incident happened?

Q.3b About what time did (this/the most recent)
incident happen?

Q.4a Did this incident happen inside the limits
of a ¢ity, town, village, etc.?

Q.4¢ Is this the same State and county as your
PRESENT RESIDENCE?

0.5 Where did this incident take place?

Offender Information

VL4026

vLko27

VL4028

vL029

Q.6a Did the offender(s) live (here/there) or
have a right to be (here/there), such as a
guest or a repairperson?

Q.6b Did the offender(s) actually get in or
just TRY to get in the (house/apt./building)?

Q.6c Was there any evidence, such as a broken
lock or broken window, that the offender (s)
forced his way in/TRIED to force his way in
the building?

Q.6c (1) Damage to window (include frame,
glass broken/removed/cracked)
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VL4030 Q.6¢c(2) (WINDOW)=~ Screen damaged/removed

V4031 Q.6c(3) (WINDOW)- Lock on window damaged/
tampered with in some way

VL032 Q.6c(4) (WINDOW)- Other - specify

V4033 Q.6c(5) (DOOR)~- Damage to door (include frame,
glass panes, or door removed)

V4o3Lk Q.6c(6) (DOOR)- Screen damaged/removed

V4035 Q.6¢(7) (DOOR) - Lock or door handie damaged/
tampered with in some way

VL4036 Q.6c(8) (DOOR) - Other--specify

VL4037 Q.6c(9) Other than window or docr - specify

VL4038 Residue Code [for Q.6c]

V4039 Q.6d How did the offender (s) (get in/TRY to
get in)?

V4LOLO Check Item C(1): Was respondent or any other
member of thjs household present when this
incident occurred?

VLOL1 Check Item C(2): Was respondent or any other
member of this household present when this
incident occurred? (Allocated)

Means of Attack

- - - -

V4Ok2 Q.7b(1) Did the person(s) hit you, knock you
down, or actually attack you in any way?

V4043 Q.7b(2) Did the person(s) hit you, knock you
down, or actually attack you.in any way?
(Allocated)

V4OLL  Q.7a(1) Did the person(s) have a weapon such
as a gun or knife, or something he was using
as a weapon, such as a bottle or wrench?

VLOL5 Q.7a(la) Hand gun present (pistol, revolver,
atc.)

V4OLe Q.7a(22) Other gun (rifle, shotgun, etc.)

VLOL7 Q.7a(3a) Knife present

VLoL8 Q.7a(ka) Other

VLOLY Residue Code [for Q.7a(1)]

V4050 Q.7a(2) Did the person(s) have a weapon such as
a gun or knife, or something he was using as a
weapon, such as a bottle or wrench?

(Allocated)

V4051 Q.7a(2a) Hand gun present (pistsl, revolver)
(Allocated)

V4052 Q.7a(2b) Other gun (rifle, shotgun, etc.)
(A1 located)

VL4053 Q.7a(3b) Knife present (Allocated)




VLOBL
VL4055
VL0O56

VL4057

V4058
V4059
VL4060
V4061
VL062
V063
V4064
V4065
VLO66

XXXXVi

Q.7a(4b) Other (Allocatied)
Residue Code [for Q.7a{2) (Allocated)]

L7c (1)

Did the person(s) threaten you with harm

in any way?

.7c¢(2)

.7d (1)
.7d (2)
.7d (3)
.7d (&

Did the person(s) threaten you with harm

in any way? (Allocated)
.7d How were you threatened? Any other way?

Verbal Threat of Rape

Verbal Threat of Attack Other Than Rape
Weapon Present or Threatened with Weapon
Attempted Attack with Weapon

Object Thrown at Person

Followed, Surrounded

Other threat

Code [for Q.7d)

Incident Description

vLo67
v4068
V4069

vL070
VLO71

vLo72

V4073
VLO7h

vL075
VLO76

Type of

V4077

V4078
v4079
V4080
VL0813
v4082
V4083

.7e What actually happened? Anything else?
.7e (1) Something taken without permission
.7e(2) Attempted or threatened to take
something

.7e(3) Harassed. argument, abusive language
.7e(4) Forcible entry or attempted forcible
entry of house/apartment

.7e(5) Forcible entry or attempted forcible
entry of car

.7e(6) Damaged or destroyed property

.7e(7) Attempted or threatened to damage or
destroy property

.7e (8) Other

.7e(9) Residue Code [for Q.7e]

Injuries Suffered

.7f How did the person(s).attack you? Any
other way?

.7f (1) Raped

.7f(2) Tried to rape

.7f (3) Shot

L7f (k) Knifed

.7f(5) Hit with object held in hand

.7f(6) Hit by thrown object

.7 (7) Hit, slapped, knocked down

vLOo84

O OO0 0000 O




V4085

VL4086
VL4087
V4088

V4089
V4090
V409)
VL4092
V4093
VL4094
vL0g5
VL4096

V4097
Vb098

Q

Q
R

Q

Q
Q.

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
R

XXXXVii

.77 (B) Grabbed, held, tripped, jumped, pushed,
etc.

.7t (9) Other

esidue Code [for Q.7f]

.8a What were the injuries you suffered, if
any? Anything else?

.8a (1) Raped

8a(2) Attempted rape

.82 (3) Knife wounds

.8a (k) Gun shot, bullet wounds

.8a (5) Broken bones or teeth knocked out
.8a(6) Internal Injuries

.8a(7) Knocked unconscious

.8a(B) Bruises, black eye, cuts, scratches,
swelling, chipped teeth

.8a(9) Other

esidue Code [for 0.8a]

Medjcal Attention and Costs

Vh112

QO OO OO0 O o

R

Q
Q

Q

Q

.8b Were you injured to the extent that you
received any medical care after the attack,
including self~-treatment?

.8c Where did you receive this care? Anywhere

else?

.8c (1) At the scene -

.8c(2) At home/neighbor's/friend's

.8¢(3) Health unit at work, school, first aid
station, at a stadium, park, etc.

.8c (4) Doctor's office/health clinic

.8c (5) Emergency room at hospital/emergency
clinic !

.8c(6) Other (does not include hospital)

.8¢c(7) Hospital

esidue Code [for Q.8c]

.8c (1) Did you stay overnight in the hospital?

.8c(2) How many days did you stay (overnight in
the hospital)? A

.9a At the time of the incident, were you
covered by any medical insurance, or were
eligible for benefits from any other type of
health benefits program, such as Medicaid,
Veterans Administration, or Public Welfare?

.9b What kind of health insurance or benefit
programs were you covered by? Any others?




VLE113
VL11k
Vhi1s
VL116
vh117
VL118
VLh119
VL4120
V121

Vh122

XXXXViii

.9b (1) Private plans

b{2) Medicaid

.9b(3) Medicare

Q.9b (4) VA, CHAMPUS

Q.9b(5) Public welfare

Q.9b(A) Other - specify

Q.9b(7) Don't know

Residue Code [for Q.9b]

0.9¢c Was a claim filed with any of these
insurance companies or programs in order to
get all or part of your medical expenses paid?

Q.9d Did insurance or any health benefits
program pay for all or part of the total
medical expenses?

Type of Self Protection

V4123

vhiak
VL1125
VL126

vVhi27

vL128
VL129
V4130
V4131
V4132

VL4133

Vi34

Q.10a Did you do anything to protect yourself
or your property during the incident? Include
getting away from offender, yelling for help,
resisting in any way.

Q.11a Was the crime committed by only one or
more than one person?

Q.11b (Single Offender) Was this person male or
female?

Q.9e 'How much did insurance or a health
benefits program pay?

Q.9f What was the total amount of your medical
expenses resulting from this incident
{INCLUDING anything paid by insurance)?
include hospital and doctor bills, medicine,
therapy, braces, and any other injury-related
medical expenses.

Q.10b What did you do (to protect yourself)?
Anything else?

Q.10b (1) Used/brandished a gun

Q.10b(2) Used/brandished a knife

Q.10b(3) Used/brandished some other weapon

Q.10b (L) Used/tried physical force (hit, chased,
threw object, etc.)

Q.10b(5) Tried to get help, attract attention,
scare offender away, (screamed, yelled, called
police, turned on lights, etc.)

0.10b(6) Threatened, argued, reasoned, etc. with
offender
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V4135 Q.10b(7) Resisted without force, used evasive

action (ran/drove away, hid, held property,
locked door, ducked, shielded self, etc.)

V4136 Q.10b(8) Other
V4137 Residue Code [for Q.10b]

Information

Offender
V138 @,
Vhi13g @
Vh1Lo @
VL1141 g
V142 @
VL1143
vkl
VLihs
VLE1L6
VLiL7 Q@
VL1148 @
vhikg @
V4150 Q.
vLi51 Q.
Vhi52 Q.
V4153

viish Q.
VL1155 @
VL1156 @
V4157 @
V4158 ¢
V4159 ¢

1lc (Single Offender) How old would you say
the person was?

.11d  Was the person someone you knew or a

stranger you had never seen before?

-11e How well did you know this person - by

sight only, casual acquaintance, or well
known?

-11f What was this person's relationship to

you? For example, a friend, cousin, ete.

.11g (Single Offender) Was he/she White, Black,

or some other race?

-17h (Multiple Offenders) How many persons?
2118 (1) (Multiple Offenders) Were they male or

female?

111 (2) (Hultiple Offenders) Were they mostly

male or mostly female?

.11) (Multiple Offender) How old would you say

the youngest was?

.11 (Multiple Offender) How old would you say

the oldest was?

111 (Multiple Offenders) Were any of the

persons known to you or were they all
strangers you had never seen before?

-1Im (Multiple Offenders) How well did you know

the person(s)--by sight only, casual
acquaintance, or well known?

Im(1) Sight only

11m(2) Casual acquaintance

11m(3) Well known

Residue Code [for Q.11m]

1'n (Multiple Offenders) What (was/were) the
well known person's relationship(s) to you?
For example, friend, cousin, etc.

1In{(1) Spouse

.11n(2) Ex-spouse
.11n{3) Parent

1In (k) Own child

.11n (5} Brother/sister




vhi6o
V4161
VL162
V4163
VL1164
vh165
VL4166

VL167
VL1168
VL1639
VL4170
VL1171
V4172

0.11n{6) Other relative

Q.11n(7) Boyfriend/ex-boyfriend

Q.11n(8) Girlfriend/ex-girifriend

0.11n(9) Friend/ex-friend

Q.11n(10) Other nonrelative

Residue Code [for Q.11n]

Q.1tc (Multiple Offenders) Were the offenders
White, Black, or some other race?

0.110(1) White

0.110(2) Black

Q.110(3) Other

Q.110(k) Don't know race of any/some

Residue Code [for Q.110]

Q.11p (Multiple Offenders) What race were most
of the offenders?

Incident Characteristics

V173

V4174

VL4175

Q.12a Were you the only person there besides
the offender (s)? Do not include persons under
12 years of age.

Q.12b How many of these persons, not counting
yourself were harmed or had something taken
from THEM by force or threat? (Do not include
persons under 12 years of age).

Q.12c Are any of these people members of vyour
household now? (Do not include household
members under 12 years of age).

Property Description and Value

vVL179

V4180

. s o o e - e e o o an Lo . i - ——

Q.13a(1) Was something stolen or taken without
permission that belonged to you or others in
the household?

Q.13a(2) Was something stolen or taken without
permission that belonged to you or others in
the household? {Allocated)

Q.13b(1) Did the person(s) ATTEMPT to take
something that belonged to you or others in
the bousehold?

Q.13b(2) Did the person{s) ATTEMPT to take
something that belonged to you or others in
the household? (Allocated)

Q.13¢ What did they try to take? Anything
else?




VL1817
VL4182
VL4183
VL4184
VL4185
VL4186

V4187

VL4188
V4189
vk190
V4197
vbh192
VL4193
viigl
vkigs
VL4196

Vhigy

V4198
vh199

vLk200
V4201
VL4202
V4203
vL20L
VL4205

VL4206

vk207
VL208
V4209
vh2io
Vh211
V4212
VL4213

<O OO0 00

QA O00000

.13¢ (1) Cash

.13¢c (2) Purse

.13¢c(3) Wallet

3¢ (L) Car

.13c(5) Other motor vehicle

.13¢c(6) Part of motor vehicle (hubcap, attached

tape deck, attached C.B. radio, etc.)

.13¢(7) TV, stereo equipment (tape deck,

receiver, speaker, etc.), radios, cameras,
small household appliances (blender, hair
blower, toaster oven, etc.)

+13c(8) Stiver, china, jewelry, furs
.13¢c(9) Bicycle

-13¢(10) Hand gun (pistol, revolver, etc.)
-13¢(11) Other gun (rifle, shotgun, etc.)
.13¢{12) Other

.13¢(13) Don't know

Residue Code [for Q.13c¢]
What did they try to take?

Q.13d (1) Was the (cash/purse/wallet) on your
person, for instance, in a pocket or being held?
Q.13d (2) Was the (cash/purse/wallet) on your
person, for instance, in a pocket or being held?
(Allocated)

Q.13e What was taken that belonged to you or

others in the household? Anything else?

Q.13e What was taken that belonged to you or

O OO0 0000

OO0 000

others in the household? Anything else?

.13e(1) Only cash taken

.13e(2) Purse

.13e(3) Wallet

.13e(4) car

.13e(5) Other motor vehicle

.13e(6) Part of motor vehicle {hubcap, attached

tape deck, attached C.B. radio, etc.)

.13e(7) TV, stereo equipment (tape deck,

receiver, speaker, etc.), radios, cameras,
small household appliances, blender, hair
blower, toaster oven, etc.)

.13e(8) Sliver, china, jewelry, furs
.13e(9) Bicycle

.13e(10) Hand gun (pistol, revolver, etc.)
.13e(11) Other gun (rifle, shotgun, etc.)
.13e(12) Other

Residue Code [for Q.13e]
What did they take?




VL2ik

vh215

V4216

VL217

vL2i8

vh219

VL220
VL221
V4222
VL4223
Vi224
V4225
vLh226
V4227

9.

.
.
.
°
.
.
.

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
R

1iid

.1ha Had permission to use the (car/motor

vehicle) ever been given to the person who
took it?

.14b DBid the person return the (car/motor

vehicle this time?

.lhc Was (cash/purse/wallet) on your person,

for instance in a pocket or being held by you
when it was taken?

.l4c Was (cash/purse/wallet) on your person,

for instance in a pocket or being held by you
when it was taken? (Allocated)

.15a What was the value of the PROPERTY that

was taken? (Exciude any stolen cash/checks/
credit cards)

15b How did you decide the value of the
property that was stolen? Any other way?
15b (1) Original cost

15b (2) Replacement cost

15b(3) Personal estimate of current value
15b (L) Insurance report estimate

15b (5) Police estimate

15b (6) Don't know

156 (7) Other

esidue Code [for Q.15b]

Property Recovered

V4228 Q.16a Was all or part of the stolen (money/

vh229

V4230

VL4231
vh232
vh233
V4234
V4235
V4236
V4237
V4238

Q.

Q.
Q.

property/money and property) recovered, not
counting anything received from insurance?

16c Was the recovered property damaged to the
extent that it had to be repaired or replaced?
(Do not include recovered cash, checks, or
credit cards)

17a Was the theft reported to an insurance
company?

16b What was recovered? Anything else?

Lead in Code

OO0 000

.16b (1) Cash only recovered

.16b(2) Purse

.16b(3) Wallet

.16b (4) Car

.16b(5) Other motor vehicle

.16b (6) Part of motor vehicle (hubcap, attached

tape deck, attached C.B. radio, etc.)




vh239 Q.

vL2k0 Q
Vh2L41 Q
vh2hk2 Q
vh2h3 @
Viahy @

Tiii

16b(7) TV, stereo equipment (tape deck,
receiver, speaker, etc.), radios, cameras,
small household appliances, (blender, hair
blower, toaster oven, etc.)

.16b(8) Stiver, china, jewelry, furs
.16b(9) Bicycle

.16b (10) Hand gun (pistol, revolver, etc.)
.16b(11) Other gun (rifle, shotgun, etc.)
.16b(12) Other

V4245 Residue Code [for Q.16b]
VL4246 What was recovered?

vh247 Q.
VL2248 @
Vh24g
vi250 Q
vk251 @
Vk252 @

Q

R

VL4253
V4254

Property

vk255 Q.
vL256 Q.

V4257 Q.

V4258
VL4259
V260
V4261

V4262
V4263
VLi26k
V4265
V4266
VL4267

0 0 000 = O o O

16d Considering the damage, what was the
value of the property after it was recovered?
16e What was the value of the property after
it was recovered?

16f Wno recovered the (money/property/money
and property)? Anyone else?

167 (1) Victim or other household member

16F (2) Police

16f (3) Returned by offender

16f (4) Other

esidue Code [for Q.16f]

Insurance {nformation

17b Did insurance pay anything to cover the
theft?

17¢ How much was paid (by insurance company)?
If property replaced by insurance company
instead of cash settlement, ask for an
estimate of value of the property replaced.
18a (Other than any stolen property) was any-
anything that belonged to you or other members
of the household damaged in this incident?

.18b  {Was/were) the damaged item(s) repaired

or replaced?

.18c  How much would it cost to repair or

replace the damaged items?

.18d How much was the repair or replacement

cost?

.18e  Who (paid/will pay) for the repairs or

replacement?

.18e (1) Items will not be repaired or replaced
.18e (2) Household member

.18e (3) Landlord

.18e (4) Insurance

.18e(5) Other

esidue Code [for 0.18e]




Tiv

Commercial Incident Information

V4268

- .t - An A A e wn e S -

Q.19 You said this incident happened in a
commercial place. Did the person(s) steal or
try to steal anything belonging to the (name
place)?

Police Involvement

VL269

vk270

vh271

V272
V4273
VL27h

V4275
V4276

vk277
V4278
V4279

V4280

VL2817
V4282

V4283
V428L

V4285

Q.20a Were the police informed or did they
find out about this incident in any way?

0.20b What was the reason this incident was not
reported to the police? Any other reason?
(Structured Probe)

Q.20b What was the reason this incident was not
reported to the police? Any other reason?
(Lead in Code)

Q.20b(1) Object recovered or offender
unsuccessful

Q0.20b(2) Respondent did not think it important
enough

Q.20b(3) Private or personal matter or took care
of it myself

Q.20b (L) Reported to someone else

Q.20b(5) Didn't realize crime happened until
later

Q.20b(6) Property difficult to recover due to
lack of serial or |D number

Q.20b(7) Lack of proof, no way to find/identify
of fender

Q.20b(8) Police wouldn't think it was important
enough, they wouldn't want to be bothered

0.20b(9) Police would be inefficient,
ineffective, insensitive, (they'd arrive late,
wouldn't pursue case properly, would harass/
insult respondent, etc.)

Q.20b(10) Afraid of reprisal by offender or his
family/friends

Q.20b(11) Did not want to take time-too
inconvenient

Q.20b(12) Other

Q.20b(13) Respondent doesn't know why it wasn't
reported

Residue Code [for Q.20b]




V4286

Vk287

VL4288
V4283

vLk230
VL4291
V4292

V4293
VL29L
VL295
V4296
vL297
V4298
VL2939

Q.20c VWhich of these would you say was the most
important reason why the incident was not
reported to the police?

0.20d Please take a minute te think back to the
time of the incident. Besides the fact that
it was a crime, did YOU have any other reason
for reporting this incident to the police?

Q.20d (1) To stop or prevent this incident from
happening

Q.20d (2) To keep it from happening again or to
others

Q.20d (3) In order to collect insurance

Q.20d (k) Desire to recover property

Q.20d (5) Need for help after the incident
because of injury, etc.

Q.20d (6) There was evidence or proof

Q.20d (7) To punish the offender

Q.20d (8) Because you felt it was your duty

Q.20d (9) Some other reason

Q.20d (0) No other reason

Residue Code [for Q.20d]

Q.20e Which of these would you say was the most
important reason why the incident was reported
to the police?

Employment Information

VL300
V4301
V4302
V4303
V430h
V4305
V4306
VL4307

V4308
V4309

Q.21a Did you have a job at the time this
incident happened?

Q.21b Was it the same job you described to me
earlier or a different one?

Q.27d What kind of business or industry is
this? .

Q.21e What kind of work were you doing?

Q.21g Type of employee

Q.22a Did you lose time from work because of
the injuries you suffered in this incident?

Q.22b How much time did you lose because of
injuries?

Q.22¢ During these days, did you lose any pay
that was not covered by unemployment,
insurance, sick leave, or some other source?

Q.22d About how much pay did you lose?

Q.23a Did YOU lose time from work because of
this incident for any of these (other)
reasons?




vh3i1o
VL3117
V4312

VL3133
V4314
VL4315
vL316
V4317
vL318

V4319
vL320

VL3321

vi

0.232(1) Repairing damaged property

Q0.23a(2) Replacing stolen items

0.23a(3) Police related activities, such as
cooperating with an investigation

Q.23a (k) Court related activities, such as
testifying in court

0.23a(5) Any other reason?

Residue Code [for Q.23a]

Q.23b How much time did you lose because of
(name all reasons marked in 23a)?

Q.23¢ During these days, did you lose any pay
that was not covered by unemployment,
insurance, sick leave, or some other source?

Type of Crime

Q.23d About how much pay did you lose?

Q.2ka Were there any ({(other) household members
16 years or older who lost time from work
because of this incident?

Q.24b How much time did they lose altogether?

Sampling Information

vk322
vL323
V4324
VL325
V4326
V4327

VL4328

Seriousness scoring (new) 2 implied decimals
Seriousness scoring {old)

Incident Weight

Weight Used to Tabulate Personal Incident Data
Crime Sequence Number

Recoded Type of Crime

Relation to Victim

-----




VAR 1001 ICPSR HOUSEHOLD NUMBER

Loc 33 WiD 6
GROUP 1 LEVEL 1 HOUSEHOLD 1D
REF 1001 TYPE C

ICPSR Household ldentification Number

The ICPSR has attached, (within a collection quarter),
a sequential household identification number to every
record. This number uniquely identifies each household
record within a collection quarter, and is also used to
link person and incident records to the appropriate
household.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VAR 1002 YEAR AND QUARTER

LOC 39 WID 3

GROUP 1 LEVEL 1 HOUSEHOLD 1D
REF 1002 TYPE C

Year and Quarter fdentification

The I1CPSR has attached a three-digit identification
number to each record which denotes the year and
quarter in which the interview was taken, the first two
digits of the variable are the last two digits of the
year (e.g.1979 = 79), and the third digit is the
collection quarter (I1-4). The variable is constant
within each collection quarter.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VAR 1003 CENSUS SAMPLE NUMBER

LoC L2 WIiD 2

GROUP 1 LEVEL 1 HOUSEHOLD 1D
REF 1003 TYPE C

CENSUS SAMPLE NUMBER

Two digit code used to identify the sequence and source
of selection of sample housing units.

See Appendix 5 for Census sample information.




VAR 1004 PRIMARY SAMPLING NUMBER N
LOC Lk WiD 3

GROUP 1 LEVEL 1 HOUSEHOLD 1D

REF 1004 TYPE C

PRIMARY SAMPLING UNIT (PSU) NUMBER - SCRAMBLED

These numbers are three digit codes which identify each
primary sampling unit (PSU). A PSU consists of a county
or a number of contiguous counties. Each SMSA
constitutes a separate PSU. |In combining counties to
form PSU's, each PSU is defined so as to be as
heterogeneous as possible.

These numbers are scrambled to preserve
confidentiality.

001.

999.

Note: Beginning in January 1986, the PSU, segment .
number, check digit, and serial number are now
scrambled together as one variable to preserve
confidentiality.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VAR 1005 SEGMENT NUMBER

Loc 47 WID L

GROUP 1 LEVEL 1 HOUSEHOLD 1D
REF 1005 TYPE C

SEGMENT NUMBER

The thousands digit identifies the panel; the hundreds
digit identifies the rotation groups; tens and units
together identify clusters which are numbered
sequentially starting with "01" in each panel and
rotation combination.

1100.




6699.

Note: See note for VIOOL regarding changes made to
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