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BJS RELEASES METHODOLOGY: SURVEY OF PRISON INMATES, 2016 
 
 

WASHINGTON — The Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics today released 
Methodology: Survey of Prison Inmates, 2016. This technical report describes the survey methods used 
to carry out the Survey of Prison Inmates, 2016. Previously known as the Survey of Inmates in State and 
Federal Correctional Facilities, this national survey has been conducted periodically since 1974 among 
state prisoners and since 1991 among federal prisoners. This report discusses the universe of prisons and 
prisoners, the sample design, the selection of prisons and prisoners, the consent process, the response 
rates, and the post-survey adjustments and weighting procedures.  
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The Bureau of Justice Statistics of the U.S. Department of Justice is the principal federal agency 

responsible for collecting, analyzing and disseminating reliable statistics on crime and criminal justice in 
the United States. Jeffrey H. Anderson is the director. 

 
The Office of Justice Programs, directed by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General Katharine 

T. Sullivan, provides federal leadership, grants, training and technical assistance, and other resources to 
improve the nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist victims and enhance the rule of law by 
strengthening the criminal justice system. More information about OJP and its components can be found at 
www.ojp.gov. 
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