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OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS AWARDS $12 MILLION TO INCREASE 

ACCESS TO LEGAL ASSISTANCE FOR CRIME VICTIMS 
 

WASHINGTON – The Office of Justice Programs’ Office for Victims of Crime has awarded grants 
totaling almost $12 million to greatly expand direct legal services to crime victims and foster technological 
innovation in the delivery of legal assistance to those affected by crime in rural areas.   
 

“Crime victims have a myriad of legal needs that often go unaddressed,” said OVC Director Darlene 
Hutchinson. “Survivors suffer from emotional, physical, and financial trauma because of criminal acts, and 
too often, this trauma is exacerbated unfortunately by the criminal justice process.” 
 

Nearly $9 million was awarded to Equal Justice Works to increase the number of attorneys available 
to enhance victims’ access to civil legal help through a Legal Fellows Program.  This program will place 
more than 60 lawyers in organizations throughout the country to provide direct services for victims of crime, 
including advocating for the enforcement of crime victims’ rights.  

 
“Over the years, states have enacted laws to give victims the right to be notified of their criminal 

cases and the right to be present and heard, and we must assure these rights are always respected,” 
Hutchinson added.  
 

The second part of this grant initiative will award more than $3 million to the National Crime Victim 
Law Institute to use technology and other innovations to increase legal access in rural areas. The program 
will establish three locations to improve the delivery of comprehensive legal services to victims in remote 
areas.  

 
“So often, survivors of crime face additional legal challenges, beyond the prosecution of the 

defendant. They may need help with child support, housing or protective orders which result from the crime 
they endured. This grant program will help meet these needs,” said Hutchinson. 
 

The Office of Justice Programs, headed by Acting Assistant Attorney General Alan R. 
Hanson, provides federal leadership in developing the nation’s capacity to prevent and control crime, 
administer justice and assist victims. OJP has six bureaus and offices: the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance; the Bureau of Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention; the Office for Victims of Crime; and the Office of Sex Offender 
Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking. More information about OJP and 
its components can be found at www.ojp.gov. 

### 

http://www.ojp.gov/
http://www.ojp.gov/



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		ojp-news-10242017.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 5

		Passed: 25

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
