
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

FY 2017 Request 
 

Total Funding: $75.0M 
Vs. FY 2016 Enacted: No change 

Comprehensive School Safety  
Initiative 

 $25.0 

 $50.0 

Pilot Projects Research and Evaluation 

  

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 

Program Name: Comprehensive School Safety Initiative   

Program Description 
Purpose: To produce practical knowledge to improve the safety 
of schools and students. 

The Comprehensive School Safety Initiative (CSSI) supports a 
wide-range of school-safety activities, including the purchase of 
equipment. Every CSSI award involves a scientifically rigorous 
research strategy designed to produce findings with practical 
benefits for schools, students, and communities at large. 

No less than two-thirds of this funding supports pilot projects to 
test and evaluate school safety strategies. Up to one-third of 
funding supports research and evaluation on topics such as the 
root causes for violence in schools. 

Authorizing Legislation:  Created through Department of 
Justice appropriation acts 

Administering Agency: National Institute of Justice (NIJ) 

DOJ Strategic Objective 2.2: Prevent and intervene in crimes 
against vulnerable populations and uphold the rights of, and 
improve services to, America’s crime victims  

Who Can Apply: State and local governments, federal 
agencies, U.S. Territories, federally recognized Indian tribal 
governments, private and public nonprofit organizations, for-
profit organizations, institutions of higher education, and 
qualified individuals.  For-profit organizations must agree to 
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waive any profit or fees for services.
 

Allocation Method: Through a competitive process, awards are made as follows: 

Activity Type of Award Funding 

Pilot Projects-Developing knowledge about what works 
to make schools safe 

Grants $1.0 to $5.0M 
for 24-48 months 

Research-Causes and consequences of school violence Grants Up to $2.0 million for 
24-36 months 

Research-Shorter-term studies on school safety Grants $200,000 to $1.0M for 
12-24 months 

Pilot Projects-Developing and evaluating a 
Comprehensive School Safety Framework 

Cooperative 
agreements 

Up to $7.5M 
for 48-60 months 

Program Goals: NIJ encourages applicants to: 
	 Ensure that proposed programmatic and research activities are developmentally appropriate for the targeted 

student population. 
	 Consider interventions that include coordination with diverse partners including local law enforcement, 

behavioral and mental health professionals, courts, criminal and juvenile justice professionals, as well as 
parents and youth. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

     
       
          
 

 

	 Avoid disciplinary policies and practices that may be overly harsh or exclusionary, creating what some refer 
to as a “school-to-prison pipeline” in which relatively minor student misconduct is subject to suspensions, 
expulsions, and involvement with the justice system. 

Accomplishments: 
A CSSI-funded project in Virginia is showing positive results from a statewide implementation of student threat 
assessment teams. These teams were built according to recommendations by the Secret Service in the wake of 
the Columbine school shootings. Preliminary findings suggest that the threat assessment process has allowed 
schools to identify and prevent threats; provide services to students while rarely resorting to arrests or 
expulsions; and produce similar disciplinary outcomes for Blacks, Hispanics, and Whites. 

FY 2017 Proposed Policy Changes to the Program: N/A 

FY 2017 Proposed Funding Changes to the Program: N/A 

Application and Award History 

($ in millions) FY 2013* FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 

Amount Appropriated N/A $75.0 $75.0 $75.0 $75.0 Requested 

Total Funding Awarded^ N/A $63.3 $69.7 TBD TBD 

Number of Applications N/A 216 132 TBD TBD 

Number of awards N/A 24** 25 TBD TBD 
* Program was created in FY2014. 
^ Total Funding Awarded does not include funds used for management and administration, peer review, or other authorized purposes. Additional    

 awards in the amount of $5.9 million were made in 2014 through interagency agreements and supplements to existing grants and contracts. 

For additional information, please visit: NIJ’s School Crime and Safety Program. 


