
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 

Program Name: Research, Development, and Evaluation Programs (NIJ “Base”) –  

Activity: Building the Nation’s Criminal Justice Research Infrastructure  

Funding:  Annual average of $4.5M 
Between FY 2011 and FY 2015, a total of 
$22.6M was awarded. 
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Program Description 
Purpose: To ensure that the nation will continue to have high 
quality scientific research on crime, crime control, and the fair 
administration of justice into the future.  

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) achieves this purpose 
through: 
1) Engagement and support of researchers, particularly scholars, in 
scientific endeavors relevant to producing objective, evidence-
based solutions to criminal justice challenges; and  
2) Dissemination of evidence and practical solutions in response to 
the challenges of crime and justice.  

Authorizing Legislation:  Title I of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 

Administering Agency: National Institute of Justice (NIJ) 

DOJ Strategic Objective 3.1: Promote and strengthen relationships and strategies for the administration of justice 
with law enforcement agencies, organizations, prosecutors, and defenders through innovative leadership and 
programs 

Program Goals: 
	 Increase the number of researchers across a wide-range of disciplines working to provide objective, evidence-

based solutions to criminal justice challenges; in large extent through fellowship programs such as the NIJ 
Graduate Research Fellowship program and Visiting Fellows. 

	 Use multimedia strategies, particularly Web-based approaches, to provide practitioners, policy makers, and 
researchers ready access to the scientific evidence needed to address criminal justice issues and to improve 
criminal justice policy and practice in an accurate and easily understandable format. 

Accomplishments: 
	 Established CrimeSolutions.gov a clearinghouse of evaluation research, showing what works, what does not 

work, and what is promising across broad expanses of criminal and juvenile justice issues, polices and practice.  
	 Established the National Archive of Criminal Justice Data, which holds over 2,000 research datasets available 

for analysis.  This archive facilitates research in criminal justice and criminology through the preservation, 
enhancement, and sharing of electronic data resources. 

	 Established the National Criminal Justice Reference Service library and abstracts database, which contains 
more than 220,000 collection records and 60,000-plus online resources.  

	 Established the only federal grant program that provides funding to institutions of higher education, 
specifically to sponsor doctoral dissertation research in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) as well as the social and behavioral science, to addresses criminal justice challenges. 

FY 2017 Proposed Policy Changes to the Program: N/A 

FY 2017 Proposed Funding Changes to the Program: N/A 

http:CrimeSolutions.gov


 

 

 For additional information, please visit the NIJ website. 


