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Total Funding: 7%
Vs. FY 2016 Enacted: + $84.0M
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OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
Program Name: Indian Country Initiatives

Program Description
Purpose: To assist tribes in improving the functioning of their justice
systems and making their communities safer. Programs include:

1. Tribal Justice System Infrastructure: To renovate justice system
facilities on tribal lands used for the rehabilitation and incarceration of
offenders subject to tribal jurisdiction.

2.Alcohol and Substance Abuse: To plan, implement, or enhance tribal
justice strategies to address crime issues related to alcohol and
substance abuse.

3.Civil and Legal Assistance: To strengthen and improve the
representation of all defendants in tribal court criminal proceedings and
indigent litigants in civil cases under tribal jurisdiction.

4.Tribal Courts Assistance: To develop, implement, and enhance tribal
judicial systems.

Administering Agency: Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA)

DOJ Strategic Objective 3.1: Promote and strengthen relationships and strategies for the administration of justice
with law enforcement agencies, organizations, prosecutors, and defenders through innovative leadership and

programs

Who Can Apply for Funding and How Funds are Distributed: Through a competitive process, awards are

made as grants as follows:

Program

Who Can Apply for Funding

Amounts per grant

Tribal Justice System
Infrastructure Program

Federally Recognized Tribal Governments

Approximately $1.0M

Legal Assistance
(TCCLA)

Alcohol and Substance Federally Recognized Tribal Governments Between $250K and

Abuse $750K

Tribal Courts Federally Recognized Tribal Governments Between $250K and
$750K

Tribal Civil and Criminal | Non-profit organizations, defined as 501(c)(3) by | Up to $875K

Internal Revenue Code, including tribal enterprises
and educational institutions are eligible.

Program Goals:
BJA seeks to support tribes in:

e Developing culturally specific alternatives to incarceration;

e Ensuring that tribal jails comply with standards on such issues
such as inmate classification, health services, sanitation, $114.0
preventative maintenance, discipline, grievance procedures,

. . : $100.0
offender services and activities, and staffing.
e Applying national jail standards to facility construction and $50.0 $35.3
maintenance. $30.0 $30.0 $30.0
e Developing data-driven, comprehensive programming $0.0

including the use of validated risk assessments.

BJA Indian Country Initiatives
Five Year Budget Authority
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Accomplishments: Examples include:

e Alcohol and Substance Abuse: Funded the Safe Disposal Program in the Pueblo of Isleta to reduce
prescription drug abuse. The Isleta police department collected three times the amount of unused prescription
drugs as in the past and partnered with the Albuquerque police to use their approved furnace to safely and
cleanly incinerate the drugs.

e Tribal Courts: Funded a mobile court bus for the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe to serve the residents of their
vast 2.8 million-acre reservation. Without access to transportation, individuals were failing to appear in court
and being fined repeatedly for contempt leading to large debts.

e Tribal Civil and Criminal Legal Assistance Program: BJA hosted a dialogue with tribes and released a
publication entitled, Tribal Law and Order Act: Enhanced Sentencing Authority — Tribal Code Development
Considerations Quick-Reference Overview & Checklist. BJA continues to fund the Tribal Law and Order
Resource Center website, tloa.ncai.org/, a one-stop website for information on TLOA activities.

FY 2017 Proposed Policy Changes to the Program: N/A

FY 2017 Proposed Funding Changes to the Program: A seven percent set aside from OJP discretionary grant
and reimbursement programs to support tribal justice assistance programs in place of the Indian Country
Initiatives. BJA would allocate the additional funding among the existing programs to support more of the
requested applications. This is subject to change pending the appropriation.

Application and Award History

($ in millions) FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Amount Appropriated $35.3 $30.0 $30.0 $30.0 $114.0 requested
Total Funding Awarded” $25.1 $24.2 $20.7 TBD TBD
Number of Applications 219 223 192 TBD TBD
Number of Awards 48 53 35 TBD TBD

"Total Funding Awarded does not include funds used for management and administration, peer review, or other authorized purposes.

For additional information, please visit:
Tribal Justice Systems Infrastructure;

Alcohol and Substance Abuse;

Tribal Courts;

Tribal Civil and Criminal Legal Assistance; or

Coordinated Tribal Assistance Solicitations (CTAS).



http:tloa.ncai.org

