
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 

Program Name: Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program 

FY 2017 Request 

Total Funding: $383.5M 
Vs. FY 2016 Enacted:  + $7.5M 

FY 2014 Activities Chart 
($ in millions) 

$28.5 

Program Description 
Purpose: To improve the functioning of the criminal justice system 
through flexible, multi-purpose formula grants to states, local 
governments, and Indian tribes.  The awards support a wide range of 
criminal justice and public safety initiatives, including: 
 Law enforcement; 

 Courts, crime prosecution and indigent defense,  

$90.5 $189.3  Crime prevention and education; 

 Corrections and community corrections;  

Formula Grants to States and Territories  Drug treatment and enforcement; 

Formula Grants to Local Governments 
and Indian Tribes 

 Justice system strategic planning; 

 Technology for law enforcement and public safety; and 
Byrne JAG Program Carve-outs  Crime victim and witness services and programs. 

Authorizing Legislation: Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended (42 USC 3758) 

Administering Agency: Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) 

DOJ Strategic Objective 3.1: Promote and strengthen relationships and strategies for the administration of justice 
with law enforcement agencies, organizations, prosecutors, and defenders through innovative leadership and 
programs 

Who Can Apply for Funding and How Funds are Distributed: 
Activity Who Can Apply for Funding Award Type Amounts 

Formula Grants to 
States 

States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the US Virgin 
Islands, Guam, and American Samoa. 

Grants available for 4 
years 

Determined by 
formula based on 
population and violent 
crime statistics 

Formula Grants to 
Local Governments 
and Indian Tribes   

Units of local government and federally-
recognized Indian tribes. 

Awards more than 
$25,000 for 4 years  

Awards less than 
$25,000 for 2 years  

Determined by 
formula based on 
population and violent 
crime statistics 

Program Goals: BJA encourages grantees to focus on 
reducing gun violence, equipping law enforcement 
officers with body-worn cameras, reducing unnecessary 
incarceration in a manner that promotes public safety, 
improving mental health services; and implementing 
quality legal representation for indigent defendants. 

In FY 2015, the JAG performance measures were revised 
to show how grantees are applying evidence-based 
approaches to their work.  This data ultimately will help 
state, local, and tribal agencies across the country find 
out about promising crime-reduction approaches. 

Byrne Justice Assistance Grants (JAG) 
Program 

Five Year Budget Authority 
($ in millions) 

$390.0 $383.5 
$376.0 $376.0 $376.0 $380.0 

$364.9 $370.0 

$360.0 

$350.0 
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY 16* FY 17 

(Est) 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

      

   

 
  

 
 

Accomplishments: On BJA’s Success Stories webpage, there are 43 entries for JAG-funded projects at both the 
state and local level that have demonstrated success in meeting the objectives and goals of JAG while positively 
affecting communities.  

FY 2017 Proposed Policy Changes to the Program: N/A 

FY 2017 Proposed Funding Changes to the Program: The increase will support the National Training Program 
to Improve Police-Based Responses to People with Mental Illness, which will develop and provide evidence-based 
law enforcement training in response to the needs of individuals with mental illness. Helping law enforcement 
agencies collaborate with behavioral health professionals, community and not-for-profit organizations, and other 
social services and criminal justice agencies is the most effective way to address this complex issue.   

Application and Award History 

($ in millions) FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 

Amount Appropriated $364.9 $376.0 $376.0 $376.0* 
$383.5 

Requested 

Total Funding Awarded^ $281.0 $279.8 $246.4 TBD TBD 

Formula Grants to States and Territories: 
Funding Awarded $194.1 $189.3 $168.1 TBD TBD 
Number of Applications 56 56 56 TBD TBD 
Number of Awards 56 56 56 TBD TBD 

Formula Grants to Local Governments and Indian Tribes: 
Funding Awarded $86.9 $90.5 $78.3 TBD TBD 
Number of Applications 1,083 1,090 999 TBD TBD 
Number of Awards 1,083 1,090 999 TBD TBD 

* In FY 2016, there was a carve-out of $100.0 million to support Presidential Nominating Conventions.  
 ^Total Funding Awarded does not include funds used for management and administration, peer review, or other authorized purposes. 

For additional information, please visit: the Byrne JAG Program or BJA Success Stories. 


