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United States Attomney General Alberto Gonzales
United States Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington D.C. 20530-0001

Laura L. Rogers, Director

SMART Office

Office of Justice Programs

United States Department of Justice
810 Seventh Street, NW
Washington D.C. 20531

Dear Attorney General Gonzales and Ms. Rogers:

On behalf of Arizona’s twenty-two tribal nations, I would like to submit
comments to the proposed National Guidelines for Sex Offender Registration and
Notification that arc being developed pursuant to the Sex Offender Registration and
Notification Act (“SORNA") which is incorporated into Title I of Public Law 109-248
also known as the “Adam Walsh Act.” Tribal, state, and federal officials agree that the
goals of the Adam Walsh Act are both admirable and necessary to keep our communities
safe from sexual offenders. However, | believe that Arizona’s tribal leaders have some

legitimate concems with the proposed implementation of this law.

Today many of Arizona’s tribal leaders are attending the Tribal Jystice and Safety
session here in Phoenix. This meeting is the first opportunity many of these tribal leaders
have had to discuss these guidelines with federal officials. My understanding is that
today is also the deadline for submitting formal comments on the proposed guidelines for
SORNA implementation, Holding a consultation session on the final day comments will
be accepted does not, in my view, amount to meaningful government-to-government
consultation as contemplated by Exccutive Order 13175 signed by President Clinton in
2000. Iencourage you to carefully consider the comments you receive from tribal
leaders and undertake additional consultation before these puidelines are finalized.






